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BIRTHDAYS
Jan 25--Jeffrey Lang-

ham
Jan 26--Ida Mueller

Charles Johnson
Jan 27--Ashley Alman-

za
JoAnn Blaskey
William R. Patter-
son
Tyler Wingate
Jarret Cutbirth
John Martin

Jan 28--Cindy Fikes
Johnnie Stotts

Jan 29--Scott Marshall
Michael Wettstein

Jan 30--Riley Cham-
bers, Jr.

Jan 31--Aida Valle

ANNIVERSARIES
Jan 25--Jim & Ronda

Laut

OVERWHELMED BY DEBT?
BANKRUPTCY MAY BE THE ANSWER.
CALL US TODAY!

WESTON G. COTTEN
ATTORNEY AT LAW

5223 GARTH RD.
BAYTOWN, TX

OFFICE: 281-421-5774
FAX: 281-421-1103

WWW.WESTONCOTTEN.COM

WE CAN HELP!
FREE CONSULTATION

We are a debt relief agency. We
help people file for bankruptcy
relief under the bankruptcy code.
Not certified by the Texas Board
of Legal Specialization.281-328-4377

TurnerChevroletCrosby.com

✯
IN THE
STARS

Place Your Message on the Front
Page, at a reasonable Rate. Call the

STAR-COURIER  281-328-9605

These stories
in the PRESS:
•FREE Flue Vaccinations.
•Baytown Police
Department Registration
..........And more, Page 5

EVENTS
THUR., JAN. 25
WOMEN’S HEALTH
SEMINAR
At Houston Methodist
San Jacinto Hospital
Community Room, 4401
Garth Rd, 6 pm - 7 pm.
See ad, page 10 for
details.

FRIDAY, JAN. 26
DANCING WITH THE
COUGARS STARS
2nd annual Dancing
with the Cougar Stars,
Friday, January 26th at
7pm at Crosby High
School. Tickets $15
adults $10students.

SAT., FEB. 3
CHILI FEAST
Highlands Rotary Club’s
43rd Annual Chili Feast
Raffle & Auction at St.
Jude’s Catholic
Church,11 am - 3 pm.
Win a new 2018 Chevy
Camaro or 2018
Chevrolet Equinox from
Turner Chevrolet. Call
713-252-8000 for tickets.

WED., FEB. 7
CURIOSITY CRUISER
Crosby Branch will host
State of the Art Mobility
Library named “The
Curiosity Cruiser”. Come
and take advantage of
an opportunity to see
The Cruiser, February 7
at 10:30 am. There will
Storytime in the library
meeting room.  After-
wards, The Curiosity
Cruiser will be open to
tour.  135 Hare Rd.,
Crosby TX. 77532.

SAT., FEB. 10
CHAMBER EXPO
11a.m.-3p.m. Crosby
High School, visit local
vendors as they display
the goods and services
unique to the Northeast
areas.

Tax Solutions, p. 3 Sacret Heart School, p. 10 Turner Chevrolet, p.10

STORY continues on p. 10
MORE PHOTOS on p. 3

See Crosby
Superintendent, P. 10

Court papers reveal concealed
funding of Waste Pits protest groups

See Waste Pits, P. 10

Jackie Young
THEA president
Proponent of removal

Cartoon by Nick Anderson depicts cardboard type
false “citizens” campaigning to keep the Toxic
Waste Pits capped and in place, but showing that
the Potential  Responsible Party, Waste
Management, is actually behind the protests with
their financing and envouragement.

(Art Courtesy of THEA)

HOUSTON – For over a
year protest groups have
voiced their opinion that
the San Jacinto River
Waste Pits should remain
in place, with a membrane
“cap” to protect the public
and the environment, in-
stead of the method of re-
moving the toxic material
by excavating and hauling
it away.

These groups have man-
ifested themselves as the
San Jacinto Citizens
Against Polution with a
website  “KeepItCapped
.org” and also gave funds
to a group known as the
Galveston Maritime Busi-
ness Association. Their rep-
resentative, J. T. Edwards
was allegedly a former
Waste Management em-
ployee. He often spoke at
public EPA hearings, urg-
ing the cap to be retained

as the solution to the diox-
ins, instead of removal. Oth-
er tactics used by the
opposition group included
anonymous phone calls to
residents in Highlands,
Channelview and Lynch-
burg urging the cap to be
retained.

The financial link be-
tween the PRP companies
(Potential Responsible Par-
ty) was uncovered by inves-
tigative reporting by Greg
Groogan of FOX26 news.
He discovered a recent fil-
ing, in December, in which
the companies submitted
additional information in a
personal injury or proper-
ty claim case now before the
courts. The defendants are
Waste Management and
McGinnes Industrial Main-
tenance Corporation. In the
filing, the attorneys stated
that the companies “have

been involved in some com-
munity engagement efforts”
to influence the EPA deci-

Dr. Keith Moore

Crosby firefighters recall 75th year

Crosby Superintendent
resigns effective in June

Hero helps
catch robbers

CROSBY – A new hero
has been discovered here
but his name is not dis-
closed because not all of
three robbers of a local gro-
cery store have been ap-
prehended, yet.

According to the Harris
County Sheriff’s Office,
last Friday at about 9:52
a.m. the manager of Ar-
lan’s Grocery in the 6500
block of North Main was
taking money to the bank
w h e n  t h r e e  s u s p e c t s
robbed him.

 “A black truck pulled
up and two black males ex-
ited the truck and con-
fronted the store manager.

The victim then threw a
bag of coins at the defen-
dant and then ran back in-
side the market.”

Specifically, law en-
forcement makes no men-
tion of firearms. But does
indicate that one suspect
ran to the apartments.

According to witnesses,
Terry Walkup reacted to a
confrontation by throwing
a bag of nickels at one of
the two men confronting
him for the store’s cash
(described as black males)
and the money bag in the
other direction as he head-

See Arlan’s, page 2

CROSBY – Dr. Keith
Moore turned in his resig-
nation on Jan. 18 at a
called meeting involved
with the Superintendent
Contract and the Crosby
ISD School  Board  of
Trustee accepted it at the
regular scheduled meeting
on Jan. 22.

“For personal reasons,
Dr. Keith Moore has an-
nounced his resignation as
Superintendent of Schools
for the Crosby Indepen-
dent School District effec-
tive June 30, 2018. The
Board has accepted his res-
ignation. An agreement
has been reached which al-

lows Dr. Moore the ability
to pursue other interests
and permits the board to

begin the search for a new
Superintendent.”

Improvements in teach-
ing and athletic programs
has marked Dr. Moore’s
time at Crosby ISD, the
passage of two school
bonds, focus on academic
skills and development of
programs for vocational
and employment related
skills also has been put for-
ward under the eight years
he has been with Crosby
ISD.

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  D r .
Moore was instrumental in
organizing a temporary re-

KEMAH – The Aquari-
um hosted Crosby Volun-
teer Fire Dept. on Jan 19
as everyone recalled a year
that had two apartment
fires, a hurricane of histor-
ic proportions and the
events related to Arkema
Chemical Plant.

In spite of all these inci-
dents, the department ran
a couple of calls less than
in historic calls record
2016 on its seventy fifth
anniversary.

Randy Foster of Harris
County ESD#80, the tax-
ing district for Crosby Vol-
unteer Fire Dept. indicated
that all members of his
board had training in San
Marcos last year. Shawn
Rushee had to resign as
HCESD#80 Commissioner
and Kevin Pipes was
tapped to fill his place. The
fire district took possession
of a E-1 Watermaster 3,500
gallon tanker. Station 4
was damaged by the heavy
flooding of Hurricane Har-
vey to the tune of $58,000
that was covered except for
the $1000 deductible.

Three fire engines were
damaged by the flood one
was totalled and that is $1/
2 million loss. A bill for
flight path engineering has
been approved.

While making fire calls
and saving lives, the de-
partment’s Emergency
Service District #80 paid
the final bill on an instru-
ment guided flight path for
lifeflight helicopters to
land in all form of weather
on December 18.

According to Emergency
Medical Services Director
Christy Graves of the am-
bulance service for Crosby,
Harris County Emergency
Services District #5, “The
flight path got final ap-
proval 3 weeks ago. It is
finally a complete project
after 18 months of plan-
ning, development, con-
struction and FAA
approval. No other unin-
corporated areas have the
instrument guided flightWARREN THOMPSON, FIREFIGHTER OF THE YEAR, RECEIVES THE

AWARD FROM BOB BOYLES, OF EMERGENCY SERVICE DISTRICT
80. THIS IS HIS SECOND YEAR RECEIVING THE AWARD.
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JERRY BUYS HOUSES
Any Condition. Repos, Flood Damage, etc.

www.jerry4cash.com

713-455-7111

Jenny Hinson,  Theresa McDermott, Donna Haynes, Jodie Roane
Jack Noonan

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State & Foreign Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2017 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: cri.tax.jhinson@gmail.com
SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1979 - OPEN ALL YEAR!

Maximum Tax Savings

HOUSTON, TX – “Game
over,” said Allen
Blakemore, Huberty Cam-
paign strategist. “Judge
Burke’s ruling today set-
tles the matter. Mr. Grant
is not eligible as a candi-
date for House District
127. We are disappointed
Grant’s name will still be
on the ballot, but the Hu-
berty campaign will take
steps to ensure the voters
are informed that Mr.
Grant has been disquali-

Mother and two kids lose
their life in mobile home fire

The sixth annual Career
Night, hosted by the Goose
Creek Career and Techni-
cal Education Department,
has been rescheduled for
January 25 from 6 p.m. to
8 p.m. at Ross S. Sterling
High School, 300 W. Bak-
er Road in Baytown. A
shuttle service will be pro-
vided from Robert E. Lee
High School and Goose
Creek Memorial  High
School to Ross S. Sterling
High School starting at
5:30 p.m. and returning at
8 p.m. Open to all stu-
dents, parents and commu-
nity members, this event is
designed to provide Baytown area youth with an opportunity to meet professionals
from a variety of fields as well as representatives from high school and post-second-
ary programs and technical schools to help students and parents learn the pathway
to a successful career of their choice. Pictured are Christopher Garcia from Robert E.
Lee High School and his father discussing careers with ExxonMobil business part-
ners at the 2017 Career Night.

Goose Creek CISD Career
Night Rescheduled

Photo by Susan Passmore

Court Rules in
favor of Huberty
Summary Judgement Signed --
Opponent Disqualified

fied as a candidate.”
“I’m ready to return my

attention to the campaign
trail and ask the voters to
re-elect me to another 2-
year term,” Dan Huberty
said. “Our District suffered
significant damage in Hur-
ricane Harvey and I want
to focus on rebuilding res-
idents’ lives and redou-
bling efforts to ensure that
this sort of preventable di-
saster doesn’t happen
again.”

Huberty

Superintendent picks
Rodeo Art winners

The Superinten-
dent’s Award, a new
category in the Goose
Creek CISD local
Rodeo Art Contest,
went to (from left)
Alondra Nunez, Gentry
Junior School, teacher
Jennifer Martin; Mark
Stoner, Bowie Elemen-
tary, teacher Tina
Pequeno and Daron
Bush, Goose Creek
Memorial High School,
teacher Brandi Agui-
lar. The students are
congratulated by
Randal O’Brien, Goose
Creek CISD superin-
tendent, who selected
the winning art.

Photo by Carrie Pryor-Newman

HUFFMAN, Texas – A
mother and two of her
three kids died in a mobile
home fire during the win-
ter storm last week.

According to officials,
the fire occured in the 100,
block of Cherry Laurel
Street in Huffman. Fire-
fighters received the called
around 5:30 a.m.

Family members are
mouring the death of Na-
talie Tienda, 33, and two of
her three kids, Tristan, 9,
and Kienna, 11. The third
kid, 13, was at the hospi-
tal at the time of the fire.

Officials said the father,
David Tienda suffered in-
juries more likely from try-
ing to rescue his family
and was taken to the hos-

pital, he is expected to sur-
vive.

A neighbor helped the
father to try to get the fam-
ily out; they broke some
windows but could not get
in due to heavy smoke and
flames, according to re-

ports.
The family had pur-

chased two new space
heaters, neighbors said.
The cause of fire is under
investigation, officials re-
main citizens to be extra
careful with space heaters.

Firefighters after extiguishing fire at mobile home in
Huffman.

Arlan’s Market
robbed,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ed back into the store. Well
as it happened, one of the
men, caught the nickels
b a g  a n d  r a n  w i t h  i t
through the parking lot.
The other went for the
money bag and then took
off in the pickup driven by
another black male.

Here is where the hero
comes into the story, ac-
cording to witnesses. He
followed the suspects to
Crosby Plaza Apartments,
just north of the store.
Once there, the three
boarded a car with white
shoe polish on the wind-
shield. Someone inside
that car opened fire on
their pursuers as they
w e a v e d  t h e i r  w a y
throughout the apartment
complex’s roadway. The
hero then simply went to a
neighboring spot watching

the single exit of the com-
plex and waited for the car
to exit.

It did roll up and sprint
onto FM 2100 and was
running fast northbound
on FM 2100 and took a left
on FM 1960 in route to
Atascocita and some apart-
ments just on the other
side of Lake Houston.
While in route and before
the jaunt north, the hero
attempted to raise law en-
forcement by cell phone
but could not engage them
in the pursuit. However, as
he crossed the McKay
Bridge the hero weaved in
front of a Harris County
Sheriff’s car and the patrol
car turned around and
pulled our hero over. He
described to the deputy
what all was going on and
the deputy began his own

chase.
The driver, later to be

called the defendant, let
two men off at the complex
with a bag of money on the
other side of the lake as the
patrol car was cresting the
driveway and now the pa-
trol car was behind a sus-
pect with a bag of nickels
in his car. The deputy with
assistance caught the car
and the suspect as arrest-
ed.

The hero witnessed the
man weeping loudly in the
back seat of the patrol car
and asking “If you let me
go I won’t do it again, I
promise.” wondering if
that ever worked and be-
lieving the suspect would
cooperate with law en-
forcement.
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281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide

*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

TAX AND BUSINESS
SOLUTIONS

TAX PREPARATION FOR BUSINESSES AND INDIVIDUALS

Kathrine Laramore, EA

Professional Tax Preparation Service in Crosby, TX

•Business Income Tax
•Individual Income Tax
•Bookkeeping Services
•Payroll Services
•Business Consultation
•IRS Representation
•Notary Services

KATHY@TAXANDBIZSOLUTIONS.COM

14026 FM 2100, STE B
CROSBY, TX 77532

(281) 426-4731

CROSBY VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS
ANNUAL BANQUET

Shirley Allen and Linda Wyntjes
presented to one another 5 year
awards for the Ladies Auxiliary
Service Awards.

Marie Andrada received a 10 year
Service Award for the
Auxiliary.Although not present
Carol Brown was bestowed a 20
year Award.

Ashley Armstrong received a 5
yeasr award

For 30 Years Belinda Armstrong took home
a plaque and a golden Gatorade award
from chiefs Kulak and Russell White.

Michelle Hawthorn took home a
5 Year Award.

A tie for Captain of the Year for Thomas Jett
received by his wife and Sam Parker

Sam Parker was First
Responder winner for the
Crews

Jacob Brown was 1st Runner
Up 1st Responder.

Lauren Miller was Rookie of The Year. District 82 Chief Jerry Brogden
was Officer of the Year.

Chief Alan Kulak himself a recipient of 35
Year Award presents Mike Sims a 15 year
award.



Star✯ Courier / Press / NORTH CHANNEL✯ STARPage 4 THURSDAY, JANUARY 25, 2018

✯      O P I N I O N    P A G E    ✯

STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

✯

Editor & Publisher..............................Gilbert Hoffman
Associate Publisher.....................Mei-Ing Liu Hoffman
Assoc. Editor/Advertising Manager.....Lewis Spearman
Assistant Editor.........................................Julieta Paita
Production Manager...........................Luis Hernandez
IT Technical Manager.......................Pedro Hernandez
Entered as Periodicals Class at Highlands Post Office, Highlands, TX 77562. Under the Act
of Congress of March 3, 1879. Published 50 weeks per year, on Thursday, by Grafikpress
Corp., 5906 Star Lane, Houston, TX 77057. Opinions in this paper are those of the au-
thors, and not necessarily this newspaper’s. Any erroneous statement which may appear
will be corrected when brought to the attention of the publisher. Liability for errors is
limited to the reprinting of the corrected version. Submissions are encouraged, in person,
by mail, by Fax, or by email, to grafikstar@aol.com.

GRAFIKPRESS is publisher of community newspapers, including Highlands STAR-Crosby
COURIER; Barbers Hill Dayton PRESS; Northeast NEWS; North Forest NEWS, North Chan-
nel STAR. Combined circulation of these newspapers exceeds 50,000, Readership exceeds
110,000 according to industry standards. We also print dozens of school, ethnic, and
government publications on contract. Call for information to 713-977-2555.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: In-county, $28.00 per year. Out of county, $35.00 per Year. POST-
MASTER: Send address changes to Star-Courier, P. O. Box 405, Highlands, TX 77562

News and Ad Phones....281-328-9605
FAX Line....713-977-1188
email: grafikstar@aol.com

Member Texas Press Association

and the
USPS 244-500

C R O S B YH I G H L A N D S

Barbers Hill✯ Dayton PRESS

Star✯ CourierStar✯ Courier

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg
Abbott on Jan. 17 extend-
ed for 30 days the state di-
saster declaration for
counties affected by Hurri-
cane Harvey, which pound-
ed and flooded the Gulf
Coast and moved deeply
inland, spreading its de-
structive power.

“As long as Texas fami-
lies are fighting to recover,
they can rest assured that
the State of Texas is fight-
ing with them,” Abbott
said. The 60 counties list-
ed in the declaration will
continue to be eligible for
assistance as they recover
and rebuild, the governor
said.

Abbott, who remains in
regular contact with con-
gressional leaders and the
Trump administration,
said he has continued to
request funds to rebuild
Texas. On Jan. 19, Abbott
said he shared Hurricane
Harvey survivors’ aggrava-
tion over that fact that
much-needed continuing
federal disaster aid for
Texas is bogged down in
Washington politics.

Texas A&M University
System Chancellor John
Sharp, who also serves as
Texas’ hurricane recovery
czar, on Jan. 20 spoke to a
group of newspaper pub-
lishers at a statewide press
convention in Galveston.
While delivering an over-
view of recovery efforts,
Sharp expressed his frus-
tration with federal slug-
gishness in sending
disaster aid to Texas.

On the bright side,
Sharp credited state agen-
cies such as the Texas De-
partment of
Transportation, the Texas
Commission on Environ-
mental Quality and the
Texas A&M Forest Service
for their employees’ work
in debris hauling and oth-
er areas of need.  Sharp
described this, or any oth-
er major disaster recovery
effort, as a “bottom-up” op-
eration, in which mayors
and county judges must
apply for aid for their ju-
risdictions and scrupulous-
ly attend to paperwork and
accounting requirements
for state and federal relief
efforts to move forward.

Abbott, in his 15th
weekly update on Hurri-
cane Harvey recovery ef-
forts, said the Texas
Department of Emergency
Management estimates
that more than 11.4 mil-
lion cubic yards of debris
have been collected, which
is about 64 percent of the
anticipated total.

Also, as of Jan. 16 more

PERSONAL
FINANCE
5 Ways to
improve your
financial plan

(StatePoint) Spending
too much and saving too
little? Getting out of your
current financial rut can
feel daunting without the
right habits and tools.
Here are five ways to
improve your financial
plan now.

1. Set goals. What do
your plans include? A car
or house? An expensive
getaway? Long-term
retirement savings or a
college fund for your
children? Start by
identifying your goals
clearly. Then, figure out
how to get there.

2. Plan smarter, not
harder. The right tools
on-hand can make the
business of financial
planning easier. Consider
such tools as a multi-
functional desktop
printing calculator, such
as Casio’s HR-150TM-
Plus, which features a 12-
digit easy-to-read display
and can print 2.4 lines
per second. With two-
color printing in red and
black, exchange calcula-
tion and tax calculation,
it can help you stay
organized and account-
able.

3. Follow the money.
Take a deep look into
your spending habits.
While A $5 cup of coffee
or a lunch out with
coworkers may not seem
like much at the time,
indulging in these
expenditures five days a
week will really add up
over time. Think of all the
money that can be put
towards savings by
making small changes to
everyday habits. For
example, pick one or two
days a week to enjoy a
lunch out with friends,
but bring your own lunch
the other days of the
week. Skip the pricey
latte and get yourself a
thermos, so you can enjoy
coffee brewed at home on
your commute.

4. Analyze your
expenses. New apps and
websites that connect to
all your finances, includ-
ing bank accounts,
savings, credit cards,
student loans and more,
can help you track your
expenses and create and
manage budgets. Graphs
and charts help you
understand all facets of
your finances, so you can
be more in tune with
where your money is
going, helping you
navigate a plan to use it
more wisely.

5. Make a change.
Want to put your money
to good, long-term use in
a way that won’t put a
strain on your wallet? A
selection of apps automat-
ically round-up the
leftover change from
purchases made by you
with your debit cards, and
puts that change towards
something else -- like
student loans or invest-
ments.

Hurricane recovery efforts
continue with much still to do

than $12.6 billion in feder-
al funds had been provid-
ed directly to Texans,
including FEMA grants to
households, National
Flood Insurance Program
claims payments and
Small Business Adminis-
tration disaster loans, Ab-
bott added.

Employment trend
continues

Annual employment
growth for Texas was 2.5
percent in December,
marking 92 consecutive
months of annual growth.
The Lone Star State’s sea-
sonally adjusted unem-
ployment rate was 3.9
percent in December, be-
low the U.S. unemploy-
ment rate of 4.1 percent,
the Texas Workforce Com-
mission reported on Jan.
19.

Texas ended 2017 with
record-level job creation
numbers during the fourth
quarter, with 10 of 11 in-
dustries expanding over
the year and an annual
gain of 306,900 jobs, said
Texas Workforce Commis-
sion Chair Andres Al-
cantar.

Industry sectors adding
jobs in December included
Leisure and Hospitality,
6,800 jobs; Construction,
4,300 jobs; and Informa-
tion, which includes tradi-
tional and software
publishing, data process-
ing and hosting and tele-
communications, 3,600
jobs.

The Amarillo and Mid-
land Metropolitan Statisti-
cal Areas recorded the
lowest December unem-
ployment rate among Tex-
as MSAs with a
non-seasonally adjusted

rate of 2.5 percent, fol-
lowed by the Austin-Round
Rock, College Station-Bry-
an and Lubbock MSAs,
which tied for the second-
lowest with a rate of 2.7
percent. The San Angelo,
San Antonio-New Braun-
fels and Sherman-Denison
MSAs tied for the third-
lowest rate of 3.0 percent.

Hegar distributes
revenue

State Comptroller
Glenn Hegar announced
earlier this month that he
would send cities, counties,
transit systems and spe-
cial purpose taxing dis-
tricts some $709.2 million
in local sales tax alloca-
tions for the month of Jan-
uary.

The amount is 9.5 per-
cent more than the comp-
troller’s office distributed
in January 2017. These al-
locations are based on
sales made in November
by businesses that report
tax monthly.

AG offers training
video

Texas Attorney General
Ken Paxton on Jan. 18 an-
nounced the debut of his
office’s new training video
“to educate and mobilize
all Texans in the fight
against human traffick-
ing.”

The nearly hour-long
video was developed over
the last year by Paxton’s
Human Trafficking/Tran-
snational Organized
Crime section and was
shown during a public
screening at the Austin
ISD Performing Arts Cen-
ter.

Texas is responsible for
the nation’s second-highest
number of calls to the Na-
tional Human Trafficking
Hotline, and recent re-
search indicates that at
any given time there are
more than 300,000 victims
of human trafficking in the
state, Paxton said.

The video is available to
the public at
www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/
human-trafficking.

(NAPSI)—Being
diagnosed with a serious
disease can be devastat-
ing. That’s how Nick, 72,
felt when he discovered
he has a rare and severe
lung condition called
idiopathic pulmonary
fibrosis, or IPF. Ginger,
68, said learning she has
IPF was the scariest time
of her life.

Chronic diseases such
as IPF—which causes
permanent scarring to the
lungs, making breathing
difficult—have an
emotional impact in
addition to the physical
limitations they may
cause. Caregivers and
other loved ones share the
burden too. It isn’t easy to
adjust to the “new
normal” of life with a
serious health condition,
whether it affects you or
someone you are caring
for, but learning how to
manage the condition can
empower you or your
loved one to face the
challenge.

To encourage others
with serious health
conditions to take action
in managing their
diseases, Nick, Ginger
and their families and
friends share their stories
of strength and support in
facing IPF on
www.aarp.org/ipf. Here
are some of the lessons
they’ve learned in their
journeys:

1. Be proactive and
learn about your options.
If you are diagnosed with
a chronic disease or other
medical condition, it’s
important to become
educated about what
options are available to
manage it. Initiating
conversations with your
doctor and asking
questions soon after
diagnosis are important
first steps. This is
especially true if your
disease is progressive, or
worsens over time.

IPF is one such
progressive disease, as
lung function lost due to
scarring cannot be
reversed. When Nick
learned this, he discussed
ways to manage the
condition with his doctor,
including FDA-approved
medicines and a pulmo-
nary rehabilitation
program, which can help
ease symptoms of breath-
lessness.

“Through pulmonary
rehab, I’ve learned how to
recognize the signs of my
oxygen level dropping and
how to breathe efficiently,
and those two things have
made a big difference,”
Nick says.

In addition to partici-
pating in pulmonary
rehab, Ginger learned
about the importance of
using oxygen therapy
during day-to-day
activities to help manage
her IPF.

Facing a Serious Health
Condition—Stories of
Strength and Life with a
Rare Lung Disease

If you are living with a
serious health condition,
it’s important to manage
your symptoms and also
discuss recommended
lifestyle changes with
your doctor that may help
you be healthier overall,
such as adjusting your
diet and quitting smok-
ing.

2. Seek out and lean on
your support system.
Support groups provide
an opportunity to connect
with others with similar
experiences, and the
mental and emotional
support they offer helps
people develop a more
resilient mindset. You
can find online or in-
person IPF support
groups on the Pulmonary
Fibrosis Foundation’s
website at
www.pulmonaryfibrosis.org/
life-with-pf/support-
groups.

Nick and Ginger have
also found comfort in
leaning on their loved
ones during difficult
times. For Ginger, it’s her
son Kenny, daughter-in-
law Megan and many
dear friends. For Nick,
it’s his wife Barbara, his
children and his commu-
nity, where he taught and
coached at the local high
school for 39 years.

“The love of my wife
and family reminds me
that, despite the challeng-
es, life is good, and there
are too many moments of
joy to be thankful for.
They remind me to do
everything I can do to
stay on the right track
with my health and keep
moving forward,” says
Nick.

3. Focus on the present
and make the most of
everyday
moments.Feeling down in
the face of a chronic
disease is understand-
able, but living in the
present instead of fearing
the future or dwelling on
the past may help you
appreciate the everyday
moments that make you
happy.

Nick says he focuses on
what he can do instead of
what he can’t. He may not
be able to go for runs
anymore but he can still
enjoy walks around a
nearby lake and being
outside.

Ginger finds strength
through time and laugh-
ter with family and
friends. “I want to
continue being a good
mom and a good grand-
ma. I love to laugh and I
want my loved ones to
know I’m happy even
though I have IPF. I fight
for my family. They’re my
world,” she says.

Learn More
For additional informa-

tion about IPF and to
watch videos of Nick,
Ginger and their loved
ones, visit www.aarp.org/
ipf.
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The Friends of Ster-
ling Municipal Library
invite you to join them
in welcoming special
guest speaker Executive
Chef Charles M. Carroll
to their annual meeting
on Tuesday, January 30,
at 7 pm.

Currently the Execu-
tive Chef at River Oaks
Country Club, Chef
Charles has served on
eight United States Cu-
linary Olympic Nation-
al teams. One of Chef
Carroll’s proudest mo-
ments was creating and
producing “Operation
HOT” (Honoring Our
Troops) in 2011, and
again in 2013. Chef Car-
roll put together a team
of 21 celebrities and
support team, raised
$450,000, assembled
30,000 lbs of show gear,
produced a total of 8
shows, and fed 8,000
troops a home cooked
meal in the middle of a
war zone in Afghani-
stan.

Chef Carroll is also an
award-winning author,
having written several
books including his new-
est title The Recipe: A
Story of Loss, Love, and
t h e  I n g r e d i e n t s  o f
Greatness. The Recipe is
a story of heartbreak
and redemption. .the
novel tells the story of a
young boy who learns to
overcome tragedy and
carve out a life of excel-

Due to the increase
number of Flu Cases
throughout the State, Re-
gion, and in Chambers
County, FREE Flu Vacci-
nations will be provided
at the Chambers County
Health Department in
Anahuac (102 Airport
Rd). Authorities urge
those who have not been
vaccinated, especially

Ever wondered what it
was like to wear a badge in
Baytown? Curious about
how the Baytown Police
Department trains, works,
and solves crimes? Resi-
dents are invited to learn
all this and more at the

BrainMinders™ Helmet Winners Group 1- 2nd Graders: Kiersten Schinnerer, Sawyer King,
Ava Sisk, Aba Fowler, Dylan Duran, Cori Stephens, Jackson Beniefield, Camryn Torre,
Miguel Valladores and William Jessop.
Barbers Hill High School Anchor Club members: Hayley Harris, Arial Pinion, Alyssa Gonza-
les, Rania Droubi, and Bianca Texis.

Chambers County offers
FREE FLU  VACCINATIONS

those that are young, eld-
erly, or who have chronic
health conditions, to get
vaccinated.

Other important re-
minders:

• Good handwashing!
• Stay home if you are

sick! You should not re-
turn to work or school
until you are FEVER

FREE for 24 hours with-
out using fever reducing
medications (such as Ty-
lenol or Ibuprofen).

• Authorities are ac-
tively monitoring the
number of flu cases in
Chambers County. The
Centers of Disease Con-
trol (CDC) does report
that this is the worst flu

outbreak in 8 years.
There are many flu relat-
ed deaths so far this year,
with at least 30 pediatric
deaths.

Dates/Times/Locations
of FREE FLU VACCINA-
TIONS

•Anahuac Health De-
partment,

102 Airport Rd.

Monday/Wednesday
8am-11:30 am / 1pm-
4:30pm.

Tuesday/Thursday/
Friday 7am-11:30am /
1pm-3pm

•Mont Belvieu Health
Department,

10616 Eagle Drive
**THURSDAY, JANU-
ARY 25 5-6PM**

Award Winning Chef
Charles Carroll to
Speak at Library

lence and honor through
cooking lessons at the
hands of a retired chef.
The first fifty attendees
to the Friend’s event
will receive a free copy
of The Recipe at the
door, so be sure to arrive
early.

 The Friend’s Annual
Meeting is free and open
t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  T h e
Friends of Sterling Mu-
nicipal Library are ben-
eficial to the library’s
operation by funding
and promoting improve-
ments to the facility and
services of the library.
In the past, the Friends
have funded the pur-
chase of a 3D Printer, li-
brary furniture, books
for book clubs, Summer
Reading initiatives, and
so much more. You can
become a Friend of the
library today and join
forces in focusing public
attention on the servic-
es, resources, and needs
of Baytown’s only li-
brary. By becoming a
Friend, you will enjoy
the association with oth-
ers who share an inter-
est in books, libraries
and people. For more in-
formation about this
event or to learn how
you can become a Friend
of Sterling Municipal
Library call 281-422-
1 1 4 5  o r  v i s i t
www.baytownlibrary.org.

Baytown PD accepting registration
for Citizens Police Academy

Citizens Police Academy
(CPA).

Applications are cur-
rently being accepted for
the next session, which be-
gins Wednesday, February
7.  The 10-week course will

Executive Chef Charles M. Carroll

West Chambers County
Pilot Club BrainMinders
Program for 2nd Grade

BrainMinders™ Helmet Winners Group 2 - 2nd Graders: Maci Johnson, Kash Arnold, Kay-
lin Campbell, Sadie Millslagle, Jackie De Le Rosa, Nathan Fuentes, Sebastian Davis, Jay-
den Robles, Noelia Rivera, and Jase Stoner.
Barbers Hill High School Anchor Club members: Hayley Harris, Arial Pinion, Alyssa Gonza-
les, Rania Droubi, and Bianca Texis.

West Chambers County
Pilot Club, Inc. members
along with members of the
Barbers Hill High School
Anchor Club presented the
BrainMinders™ Buddies
Puppet program on Janu-
ary 19, 2018, to 2nd Grade
students at the Barbers

Hill Elementary South.
The Pilot Club gave out
over 200 activity books
and 20 helmets.

Pilot International’s
public service campaign,
BrainMinders™ is focused
on providing prevention
education to the general

public, children, caregivers
and professionals in the
community.

The primary goal of the
BrainMinders™ program
is to dramatically decrease
the number of brain inju-
ries.

Lee College
hiring for Kids
at College
Program

BAYTOWN, TX –
The Center for
Workforce and
Community
Development at Lee
College announced
they are currently
hiring teachers for
their 2018 Kids at
College Summer
Program scheduled
to run from Monday,
June 4, through
Friday, Aug. 17, at the
Lee College campus
located at 200 Lee
Drive in Baytown. The
Program was
designed to keep
children ages 5 to 17
active and engaged
throughout the
summer through a
wide variety of hands-
on, educational,
creative and athletic
camps. Camps
offered will include
creative/art courses,
career exploration,
brain training, teen
courses, sports and
more.

Qualifications for
teacher positions
include: a High
School Diploma or
equivalent (G.E.D),
documented related
work experience,
Certification(s) or
Associate Degree in
the area of study,
ability to work
individually with
diverse ages and
populations, ability to
act with discretion
and maintain
confidentiality, and
ability to climb stairs/
stand/walk/bend/
kneel. Applicants
with the appropriate
credentials and
qualifications are
encouraged to apply
and local applicants
are preferred. Lee
College is an equal
opportunity employer
and does not
discriminate on the
basis of race,
ethnicity or national
and ethnic origin.

“This is an
excellent opportunity
for recent graduates
or students interested
in pursuing a
teaching degree to
gain valuable work
experience, network
with peers and
advance their
leadership skills,”
said Angela Oriano,
Ph.D., Vice President
Workforce &
Corporate
Partnerships. “We
offer flexible work
schedules, the ability
to team teach with a
colleague and
creative classroom
freedom for our
teachers, allowing
them to really have
fun this summer and
make a difference in
a child’s life.”
Dr.Oriano said the
Center for Workforce
is also interested in
new camp ideas from
prospective teachers
and encourages
anyone with an idea
to visit www.lee.edu/
kids and click on
“Course Proposal,”
or call 281.425.6311.

To view the job
listing or apply, visit
www.lee.edu/kids
and click on the link
titled “Apply for a
teacher position.” For
more information, call
281.425.6311.

be held at the Baytown Po-
lice Academy (203 E Wye
Dr.) Wednesday evenings
from 6:30 pm – 9 pm.

The course is geared to-
wards offering citizens a
glimpse at all aspects of

law enforcement. Classes
include Use of Force,
Crime Scene Investigation,
SWAT, Narcotics, Critical
Thinking, and more.

There is no cost to at-
tend the CPA, however

space is limited and pre-
registration is required. To
apply visithttp://
www.baytown.org/city-
hall/departments/police/
citizens-police-academy or
call Officer Stewart Beas-
ley at 281-420-6662.
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Attorney at Law
KAREN A. BLOMSTROM

281-328-7311
510 Church Street               Crosby, TX 77532

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

OILWELL TUBULAR CONSULTANTS
P.O. Box 1267, Crosby, TX

281-328-6220

Open M - F 8 AM - 5:30 PM

A-AUTOMOTIVE
Chris Arnold-Owner  -  281-385-1782

2926 FM 565, Mont Belvieu, Tx 77580

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
BAYTOWN

281-421-5774                 5223 Garth Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Pride only breeds quarrels,
but widom is found in

those who take advice.

Call
GRAFIKSHOP

for printing jobs

713-977-2555

All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to

speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them. Acts 2:4

THRIFT-TEE FOOD CENTER

10955 Eagle Drive    281-576-5040

Rise in the presence of the
aged, show respect for the

elderly and revere your God.
Leviticus 19:32

Be alert. Continue strong in
the faith. Have courage

and be strong.
1 Corinthians 16:13

ROOF LEAKING

1-844-938-7663
All Roof Types Repairs

Call Mr. Roofer

1-844-WET ROOF

281-452-0000

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

Whoever believes in me, as
Scripture has said, rivers of
living water will flow from

within them.
John 7:38

What we suffer now
is nothing compared

to the glory He will
reveal to us later

ROMANS 8:18

God is our refuge
and strengh, a

very present help
in trouble

Psalm: 46:1

✯     L I F E S T Y L E    P A G E    ✯

Deadline for 8th Grade options drawing near
Goose Creek CISD eighth

graders have more options
than ever before when consid-
ering their high school plans,
but the deadline to make
their selections, February 2, is
drawing near.  Recognizing
that not every student is in-
terested in taking the tradi-
tional route in high school,
Goose Creek CISD offers
something for everyone in
preparation for college and
careers, including seven ca-
reer academies and two early
college high school options.
Bus transportation is avail-
able for all students attend-
ing any of the career
academies or early college
high schools. Applications for
these options for high school
must be completed online by
February 2, 2018.

Goose Creek CISD has de-
veloped seven career acade-
mies through feedback from
GCCISD’s business and in-
dustry partners to target
some of the high-wage, high-
demand jobs.

“Students in these acade-
mies will receive hands-on,
project-based instruction in
their area of interest that is
focused on the goal of earning
certifications and college
credit toward their degree or
employment immediately fol-
lowing high school gradua-
tion,” said Renea Dillon,
director of CTE.

Each career academy fo-
cuses on one of the following
career pathways: Agriculture
Science, Automotive Technol-
ogy and Collision Repair, Bio-
medical Science, Business
Administration, Culinary
Arts, Engineering, and Man-
ufacturing & Industrial
Maintenance.

Next year’s freshmen have
the option to apply to one of
the three academies offered at
the three traditional high
schools in GCCISD. The Glo-
bal Business Academy is
housed at Goose Creek Me-
morial (GCM) High School.

Omar Nieto (middle), an eighth-grade student
at Baytown Junior School, discusses Welding
with his parents Paulo Nieto (left) and Abigail
Nieto during the recent Stuart Career Tech High
School Student Showcase.

Students in this academy
complete a four-year pathway
in a rigorous High School of
Business curriculum, which
can be supplemented with
dual credit courses and other
electives to learn the skills
involved in the type of busi-
ness they are interested in de-
veloping. Students can
graduate from GCM prepared
for a rigorous college business
administration major with
college credit and business
certifications.

The Health Science Acad-
emy is located at Ross S. Ster-
ling High School. Students in
this career academy begin
with a focus on biomedical
science. Students are engaged
by the rigorous Project Lead
the Way curriculum, which
provides weighted grade
points toward their GPA,
much like the other pre-AP
classes they take. Students
are provided many opportuni-
ties to explore the fast-grow-
ing number of medical
occupations and even develop
innovative ideas to improve
areas in the various health-
related occupations.

The third career academy
that is on a traditional cam-
pus is the STEM-Engineering

Academy at Robert E. Lee
High School, which helps stu-
dents learn the many differ-
ent facets of engineering and
engineering technology, espe-
cially as it relates to the pet-
rochemical, aerospace and
environmental industries on
the Gulf Coast. This academy
also uses a rigorous Project
Lead the Way curriculum that
can result in college credit.
Mentors from local industry
assist students in learning
which type of engineering
they want to pursue before
they begin applying for col-
lege.

Four career academy op-
tions are available to students
who apply to Stuart Career
Tech High School (SCTHS),
which is also an early college
high school. SCTHS is focused
on earning college degrees in
Career and Technical Educa-
tion (CTE) fields including
Culinary Arts, Manufacturing
and Industrial Maintenance,
Agriculture Sciences (includ-
ing Environmental Studies
and Veterinary Tech certifica-
tions),  and Automotive and
Collision Repair.

IMPACT Early College
High School provides one
more option for prospective

freshmen. At this nationally-
recognized school, students
focus on academics with the
goal of graduating with a high
school diploma as well as an
associate degree from Lee
College or at least some col-
lege hours to apply to a de-
gree.

Students who wish to at-
tend IMPACT Early College
High School or Stuart Career
Tech Early College High
School must attend a Writing
Night January 23, if they did
not attend the Writing Night
January 18, at either campus
to write and submit two writ-
ing samples for their applica-
tion. Students may attend
Writing Night at the campus
(IMPACT or SCTHS) that is
more convenient, and the two
campuses will share the writ-
ing samples. They should re-
port to the Cafeteria at
IMPACT or at Stuart Career
Tech at 5 p.m. and plan to stay
until 7 p.m. Students who
apply to both early college
high schools need to attend
only one of the writing ses-
sions.

Students may apply for up
to three of these high school
options in a single application
that is available on the dis-
trict’s web page between now
and February 2. Students will
be notified February 16 which
High School Option they were
selected to attend.

Altogether, Goose Creek
CISD eighth graders are able
to choose among 44 programs
of study in all five endorse-
ment areas. Very few districts
offer these diverse and spe-
cialized educational opportu-
nities, so Goose Creek CISD
eighth grade students should
carefully consider their op-
tions as they create their
graduation plans and begin
their high school experience.
Applications to the acade-
mies, Stuart Career Tech
High School and IMPACT
Early College High School are
available on the Goose Creek
CISD website at http://
www.gccisd.net.

BIBLE TRIVIA
by Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of
Simeon in the Old or
New Testament or
neither?

2. In which book's
13:12 does Jesus predict
children rebelling
against their parents to
be a sign of end times?
Matthew, Mark, Luke,
John

3. As found in 1
Chronicles 29, how many
years did David reign
over Israel? Five, 13, 22,
40

4. From 2 Samuel 4,
what 5-year-old boy was
dropped by his nurse and
lamed for life? Moses,
Mephibosheth, Peter,
Andronicus

5. What prophet was
the son of Elkanah and
Hannah? Samuel,
Huldah, Daniel, Nathan

6. How many times in
the Bible (KJV) do the
words "Christian" or
"Christians" appear? 3,
13, 30, 300

ANSWERS: 1) Neither;
2) Mark; 3) 40; 4) Mephib-
osheth; 5) Samuel; 6) 3
(Acts 11:26 and 26:28; 1
Peter 4:16)

Crosby Branch is excit-
ed to host Harris County
Public Library's brand
new, state of the art mobile
library.  It's called The Cu-
riosity Cruiser!  We would
like to invite everyone in
the community to come
and take advantage of an
opportunity to see The

Curiosity Cruiser
at Crosby Library

Cruiser when it is here on
Wednesday, February 7 at
10:30 am.

At 10:30 we will have
Storytime in the library
meeting room.  After-
wards,  The Curios i ty
Cruiser will be open to
tour.  Mascots Owlbotron
and Northtale will also be
here!
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Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

✯
SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 281-328-9605 for details

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

38-12

Receive the
Star-Courier in  your

mail box. $28 per
year. Send check to

P.O. Box 405,
Highlands, TX 77562.

ALVI

YOUR LOCAL
NEWSPAPERS ARE ON
YOUR SMART PHONE!

Follow local news on the
Internet, on your browser:

www.starcouriernews.com

New Roofs • Repairs • Painting
•Hardi Plank Siding

Raul Gonzalez

Siding & Contracting

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
=Major credit card accepted=

✯    A S K    T H E    E X P E R T S    ✯

13400 FM 2354 Rd.
Baytown, Texas 77523

Office: 281-383-3386
Cell: 713-898-7413

Fax 281-573-1030
www.marydunn.com
E-mail: mary@marydunn.com

MARY DUNN REAL ESTATE

Mary Dunn

BAYTOWN — (January 17, 2018) —
The 2017-’18 flu season has been an es-
pecially severe one across the U.S., with
the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) reporting that the virus is
now widespread in every state except
Hawaii.

Texas, including Baytown and sur-
rounding communities, has been particu-
larly hard hit during the season that the
CDC says began in November and has
worsened rapidly. Dr. Eleazar Flores, a
family medicine physician with the Hous-
ton Methodist Primary Care Group, said
the flu season is far from over, so getting
a flu vaccine is still recommended as the
best line of defense.

“Anyone who hasn’t already gotten a flu
shot should really think about getting it
now, because the season is not over and
we will continue to see more cases,” Flores said.

The CDC reports that the H3N2 flu strain is the dom-
inant strain this season. It has been linked to more se-
vere illnesses in adults over 65 and children under five.
Flores said while coming down with the flu can be dan-
gerous, it may also play a role in causing other serious
medical conditions.

“Getting sick with the flu increases the chances of car-
diovascular inflammation in some patients, produces
more cases of stroke and acute myocardial infarction and
can possibly trigger autoimmune conditions in some
people,” Flores said, “so getting a flu shot is about pro-
tecting your entire body. For average, healthy adults who
do not have health conditions that have compromised
their immune system, I recommend getting the flu vac-
cine through March.”

While getting a flu shot is a good preventive measure
for everyone, Flores said certain segments of the popu-
lation that are considered “high risk” of contracting the
flu are especially advised to get yearly vaccines. Those
at greatest risk include:

•Children younger than five years old
•Adults 65 and older. (Flores recommends a high dose

vaccine).
•Pregnant women
•People with chronic health conditions, such as heart,

lung or kidney disease, diabetes, immunosuppression or
severe forms of anemia

•Health care workers
•People who live with someone who is highly suscep-

tible to flu complications
•HIV patients
•Anyone traveling, especially to the tropics

Even if you have already received the vaccine, Flores
says there are steps you should take to help prevent the
spread of the virus, including:

•Avoid close contact with sick people.
•If you are sick, limit contact with others as much as

you can.
•Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you

cough or sneeze. Sneeze or cough into your elbow if no
tissue is available.

Protect yourself  from
severe flu season

Dr. Eleazar Flores

•Wash your hands often
with soap and water. If
soap and water are not
available, use an alcohol-
based hand sanitizer.

•Avoid touching your
eyes, nose and mouth as
much as possible.

•Clean and disinfect
surfaces and objects that
may be contaminated with
germs.

Contact Houston Meth-
odist San Jacinto Hospital
at 832-556-6936 to sched-
ule an appointment with
one of our primary care
physicians, or to inquire
about getting a flu shot.

About Houston Methodist
San Jacinto Hospital

Houston Methodist San
Jacinto Hospital has pro-
vided Baytown and East
Houston with quality med-
ical care since opening its
doors in 1948. The hospi-
tal has grown throughout
the years with the commu-
nity, providing comprehen-
sive care at all stages of
life. As a health care lead-
er, the hospital is proud to
have a fully integrated res-
idency program focused on
educating and inspiring
future practitioners. Today,
Houston Methodist San
Jacinto provides some of
the most advanced and in-
novative procedures while
never losing focus on com-
passionate and patient-
centered care.
Houstonmethodist.org/
sanjacinto.

F o r m e r  B a y t o n i a n
Michael C. “Mikey” Sproat
will introduce the 2018
Saturday History Lecture
series for the Baytown His-
torical Preservation Asso-
c i a t i o n  ( B H P A )  o n
Saturday morning, Janu-
ary 27. He will do a ‘tell all’
with his presentation of
“The Shenanigans of Sam
Houston.”

Mikey Sproat lived with
his family in Lakewood
until their move to Hunts-
ville in 1990. He attended
William B. Travis Elemen-
tary from kindergarten
through the fourth grade.
Mikey’s mother, Anne
Sproat, was the curator of
the Baytown Historical
Museum at its current lo-
cation as well as its former
location on Market Street.
His  father ,  Reverend
James L. Sproat, was Vic-
ar at All Saints’ Episcopal
Church.

Mikey received his de-
gree in anthropology from
Texas A&M University in
College Station. As a bud-
ding historian in 2002, he
has served as a tour guide
at the Sam Houston Me-
morial Museum in Hunts-
vil le providing school
tours. After a few years, he
was promoted to Curator
of Education and became
in charge of the content of

Baytown Historical Preservation
Association opens 2018 lectures

Mikey Sproat standing beside
bust of Sam Houston

their public pro-
g r a m m i n g .  I n
2014, he took on a
new assignment of
Curator of Collec-
tions where he is
now in charge of
the cultural and
intellectual care
and preservation
of the entire muse-
um collection of ar-
t i f a c t s ,
documents, histor-
ic structures, and
furnishings. He
has lectured about
Texas history to different
universities, museums,
conferences, and civic or-
ganizations all across the
state. Mikey remains ac-
tive as his professional
memberships include the
American Alliance of Mu-
seums; Texas Archeologi-
c a l  S o c i e t y ;  T e x a s
Association of Museums
where he currently serves
on the executive board as
president; the Southeast
Texas Museums Associa-
tion; American Association
of State and Local History;
Sons of the Republic of
Texas; and – as an Eagle
Scout – the Boy Scouts of
A m e r i c a .  M i k e y  w a s
named Texas Museum
Professional Fellow to the
American Alliance of Mu-
seums Annual Convention

in 2011. Ultimately, Mikey
is a museum aficionado.

The Baytown Historic
Preservation Association
is located at the Republic
of Texas Plaza, 5117 North
Main Street. Doors will
open at the big red barn at
9:30 a.m. for a time of fel-
l o w s h i p  w i t h  M i k e y
Sproat’s presentation to
begin at 10 a.m.

The lecture is offered
free to the public; howev-
er, seating is limited and
RSVPs are encouraged. To
RSVP or for additional in-
formation please  cal l
281.421.2099 (leave mes-
sage) or email
info@baytownhistory.org.
To learn more about the
BHPA, visit
www.baytownhistory.org.
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS Your AD will reach up to 120,000
readers in our FOUR newspapers, with a
combined circulation of 40,000 copies.
Get ACTION on your AD. Rates start at
only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 281-328-9605

DRIVERS
WANTED

Drivers:
$5,000 Sign-On!
Big Miles=Big
Money!!. Company,
Lease, or O/O. CDL-
A, with H&T End.
866-451-4495

              01-4

RENT/LEASE

3 BEDROOM
2 BATH New Home
For rent in Old Cros-
by. 618 Nelson.
$1,450/ mo.
Call 281-705-9640

                02-2

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

REVISED BID DATE
INVITATION TO BIDDERS
ADDITION TO FIRE STATION, JACINTO CITY, TEXAS
Sealed bids, in duplicate, on Bid Forms provided, addressed

to The Mayor and City Council, City of Jacinto City, Jacinto City,
Texas, Harris County will be received at the City Hall, 1301 Mercury
Drive, Jacinto City, Texas 77029 until 4:00 p.m. Thursday,
FEBRUARY 8, 2018 and then publicly opened and read during
the Thursday, FEBRUARY 8, 2018 Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
for furnishing all labor, material, and equipment and performing all
work required for the construction of “Fire Station Addition”.

Accompany Bids with acceptable Cashier’s or Certified Check
in the amount of five percent  (5%) of the total amount bid in the
Base Bid, payable without recourse to the City of Jacinto City, or a
Bid Bond of like amount from an approved surety company, as a
guarantee that bidder will enter into a contract. Successful
contractor will provide insurance and performance bonds as
detailed in Instruction to Bidders, and a list of experience with
similar projects, and references. The City of Jacinto City reserves
the right to reject all bids, or choose a contractor in their best
interests, regardless of cost.

Plans and Specifications will be available from a DropBox link,
https://goo.gl/UZW3Pe  or purchase them from B and E
Reprographics, 3664 Walnut Bend Lane, Houston 77042 at non-
refundable cost. Two sets of drawings are required, a Base Bid
set and an Alternate Bid set, plus hardware schedule and project
manual. Examine documents at the office of the architect, Hoffman-
Liu Design Associates, 5906 Star Lane, Houston TX 77057 or at
Dodge Data & Analytics, AGC Plan Room, VIRTUALBX.COM,
ISQFT.COM, other plans rooms, and City Hall in Jacinto City.
BIDDERS SHOULD BE FAMILIAR WITH THE SITE, AND VIEW
the existing Jacinto City Fire Station, 1126 Mercury Drive, Jacinto
City, Texas 77029.

Contractor will provide the necessary materials, equipment,
supervision, labor and appurtenances to construct approximately
a 3800 square foot two story addition to the existing fire station.
There is a base bid, and three add alternates. A separate set of
drawings is required for the Alternates.

City of Jacinto City
Ana Diaz Mayor

 Channelview ISD Property Foreclosure Auction;
February 6, 2018 at 10:00 a.m.; Bayou City Event
Center at 9401 Knight Rd, Houston, TX 77045; Cause
Number 2009-06031; TRACT 1:TR 34B BLK 4 S 80 FT
OF N 165 FT OF LT 34 LAKESIDE PARK ESTATES; HCAD
#0650400040088; Property Address: 16415 N SHORE
DR., CHANNELVIEW, TX 77530 and  TRACT 2: S 135
FT OF LT 34 BLK 4 LAKESIDE PARK ESTATES; HCAD #
0650400040052; Property Address: 16415 N SHORE
DR., CHANNELVIEW, TX 77530; Opening Bid:
$12,000.00; call832.777.3373 for more information.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

RENT/LEASE

Huffman Hollow
Apartments
25000 FM 2100
Huffman, TX 77336
281-324-4556
1, 2, & 3 bedrooms
Now Available
1 & 2 Bedroom
Handicap Accessible
Units
Section 8 accepted
Rent ranges from
$600 to $900

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL
NOTICES
APPEAR IN
THE
HIGHLANDS
STAR
CROSBY
COURIER,
AND THE
NORTH
CHANNEL
STAR. CALL
281-328-
9605 FOR
MORE
INFO.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

Classified ADS 281-328-9605

Only 16 dollars for 20 words,
40,000 copies.

Call (281) 328-9605

Commercial Printing
Call for a Free Quote

713-977-2555

LEGAL ADVERTISING
You now have the option of placing your Legal Ads in a local
newspaper that meets your requirements, reaches more
readers in your area, and costs much less. Rates are $10.00
per column inch, plus $10 for an affidavit, or 50¢ per word
plus affidavit. We can give you an exact quote if required.
Please call or email for assistance. Thank you for supporting
our community and keeping our dollars local.

A GrafikPress Newspaper

281-328-9605         email: starcouriernews@aol.com

LEGAL ADVERTISING

You now have the option of placing your Legal Ads in a local
newspaper that meets your requirements, reaches more
readers in your area, and costs much less. Rates are $15.00
per column inch, plus $10 for an affidavit, or 50¢ per word
plus affidavit. We can give you an exact quote if required.
Please call or email for assistance. Thank you for supporting
our community and keeping our dollars local.

A GrafikPress Newspaper

NORTH CHANNEL✯ STAR
281-328-9605    email: northchannelstar@gmail.com
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Crosby
Superintendent,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Waste Pits,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

sion on how to deal with the
Toxins in the Waste Pits.
The document states that
the activities include “sig-
nificant participation by
retained third parties and
involvement in keepit
capped.org, the San Jacin-
to Citizens Against Pollu-
tion, and the Galveston
Maritime Business Associ-
ation.”

Groogan interviewed J.
T. Edwards, the president
of the Galveston Maritime
Business Association, who
confirmed that his organi-
zation had received support
from Waste Management.
He said that one of his sup-
porters had misrepresent-
ed his support as personal
money, when it was really
coming from Waste Man-
agement.

However, Edwards indi-
cated that he did not see a
problem with that money,
and would welcome addi-
tonal support. Edwards has
been a vocal opponent of the
EPA decision to remove the
toxins from the site, saying
“I think it’s going to be good
for the community,” refer-
ring to a cap instead of re-
moval.

The reason for the PRP
companies supporting a
cap, and campaigning for
not removing the toxins, is
because they will eventu-
ally have to pay to clean up
the site, and this has been
estimated at over $100 mil-
lion dollars, according to
EPA. Letting the toxins re-
main, with only a cap to
hold them, is a much cheap-
er solution.

The EPA announced in
September of last year that
their Record of Decision
called for complete remov-

al of the waste materials.
However, the discussions

in the public arena contin-
ue, as do negotiations with
the PRP, which is the next
step.

In response to a request
for comment from FOX26,
a spokesperson issued the
following statement: “Coun-
sel for MIMC and the Waste
Management entities ad-
vised the Court in Decem-
ber that they had just
learned that an additional
PR firm had been retained
to assist MIMC with advice
and community outreach
efforts relating to the pro-
posed EPA remedy for the
San Jacinto Superfund site.
The companies do not be-
lieve that the community
outreach efforts are rele-
vant to the personal inju-
ry or property claims
involved in the pending lit-
igation. MIMC continues to
engage constructively with
EPA in the remedial design
phase of the selected rem-
edy for the site.”

In the meantime, anoth-
er group of citizens, from
Galveston, have appeared
at the EPA public informa-
tion meeting in Highlands
in December, voicing con-
cern that the pits posed a
threat to Galveston Bay,
and the waters near their
city. As a result, the EPA
has scheduled an Informa-
tional Meeting with them,
to be held on Tuesday Jan-
uary 30 at 5:30 to 7:30 at
the Old Courthouse Build-
ing, 1st Floor Courtroom.
This is at 722 Moody Ave-
nue (21st Street)  in
Galveston. All the public is
invited to attend, with an
opportunity to speak.

At the EPA Informational Meeting in Highlands
on December 4, residents ask questions and voice
opinions on what should happen to the waste
pits.

In this EPA graphic, a work boat makes repairs
on the Cap, which requires constent maintenance
to insure the toxins remain intact.

lief shelter during Hurri-
cane Harvey and making
sure buses were on hand to
convey persons rescued
from swelling waters and
tidal destruction.

“On behalf of the entire
District,  the Board of
Trustees expresses its sin-
cere appreciation to Dr.
Moore for his efforts while
serving as Superintendent
of his great school district
and its wonderful stu-
dents, parents and admin-
istrators, and for the many
achievements and accom-
plishments of the entire
District team during Dr.
Moore’s tenure as Superin-
tendent.” said the district’s
press release.

“I really hate to see him
go.” said Trustee John
Lindsay.

“Dr. Moore has been
wonderful for students,
parents, and this school
district.” stated Board
President Carla Mills
Windfont over the tele-
phone.

From Dr. Moore came
thanks for the present and
past Board of Trustees for
providing him with the op-
portunity to serve in the
C r o s b y  I n d e p e n d e n t
School District. A school

district is measured by the
commitment of the Board,
staff and community to its
children and their achieve-
ment. This District is in-
deed so committed. Dr.
Moore expressed his heart-
felt appreciation to the
staff and community for
their support of the Dis-
trict’s programs and ser-
vices during his term as
Superintendent.

The district’s statement
continues, “Success re-
quires hard work, dedica-
tion, leadership and vision.
The Board and Dr. Moore
wish to acknowledge and
recognize the teachers,
principals, administrators,
staff, students, parents
and patrons who have all
contributed to the Dis-
trict’s success.

The Board extends its
best wishes to Dr. Moore in
his future endeavors. On
its part, the Board will
soon begin its search for a
new Superintendent as not
to disrupt the District’s op-
erations going forward.”

Neighbors and friends
indicate Moore’s red truck
has not been home in a
couple of weeks.

Crosby
Firefighters,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

paths. The County is try-
ing to add more but for
northeast Harris County
Crosby was in a blank
space with no local hospi-
tals to land in bad weath-
er.”

In response to Hurri-
cane Harvey Foster said, “I
am learning a lot about
FEMA and the amount of
paperwork they wish they
had that has to be gener-
ated. There was more than
2172 field hours document-
ed by Crosby Firefighters
in RV response, FEMA
does not recognize stand by
hours.  Also, Equipment
Hours responses 708
hours. Also firefighter time
does not include the
amount of time the Ladies
Auxiliary is washing
clothes, handing out water,
cleaning station, so those
ladies we wish to extend

our thanks to.”
I am sure I will miss

some of those that were
partners with us in re-
sponse to Hurricane Har-
vey, there was ESD#5,
(meaning the ambulance
service) Crosby ISD pro-
viding buses to transport
people to evaluation cen-
ters, Texas National
Guard, A group from
Daugh Springs up in the
Dallas area for water res-
cue, DeSoto Parish Fire-
fighters, here for a little
while then had to leave to
go back to Louisiana be-
cause Harvey was attack-
ing them too. We had an
engine company from Col-
lege Station Fire Dept.
that was there throughout
Harvey then rolled into
Arkema response, two fire
fighters from the Cajun
Navy, the Constable’s Of-

fice, the Sheriff ’s Office not
to mention the citizens of
Crosby each time we won-
dered how are we going to
feed all these people,
through the Lord’s, –
whatever, food would show
up. American Legion Post
opened up on their own a
shelter and area churches.
So while we were dealing
with that we got a call from
Harris County saying ‘Hey,
guys you know there are
some trailers at a chemi-
cal plant with organic per-
oxides and they are
heating up and y’all need
to figure out what we are
gonna’’ do.’ Up until that
time it was unified com-
mand, then there were
many other people.

We are expecting deliv-
ery of a new pumper to re-
place Engine 81 that
should be delivered in
March with no more pro-
duction delays. We have
ordered a new tanker to
replace Tanker 83 to be a
Watermaster, we are going
to continue upgrading the

lighting at the stations.
And the commissioner’s
are going to continue train-
ing in February.”

Assistant Chief Russell
White spoke next remind-
ing us of last year’s Harvey
and other response, the gas
well explosion, and other
explosions. Commended
the work of other assistant
chiefs. He commended the
work of HCEMO Bob Roy-
al and Rodney Reed.

Ryan Allen spoke next
regarding safety mention-
ing the heroics displayed in
the extra effort to rescue
folks on the second floor of
Crosby Square Apart-
ments where three mem-
bers of a family indeed
died.

“Crosby Volunteer Fire
Department did 102 hours
of in-house training this
year, 961 hours in total,
with 16 fire fighters at-
tending these training, we
had four execution train-
ings.” Sam Parker remind-
ed us.


