
US EPA
The federal 
Environmental Protection 
Agency is the lead 
in dealing with the 
Superfund site. Congress 
has designated them with 
the responsibility to solve 
the problem.

PRP
Potential Responsible 
Parties include 
successors to the 
perpetrators of the Waste 
Pits. These include 
International Paper, and 
Waste Management.

US CONGRESS
Most legislators whose 
district includes the 
San Jacinto River, have 
expressed the need 
to remove the Waste 
Pits. This includes 
Congressmen Gene 
Green, Brian Babin, Ted 
Poe and others.

HARRIS COUNTY
County Attorney Vince 
Ryan led a lawsuit to 
make the Responsible 
Parties pay for 
remediation of the site. 
He won a $29.2 million 
dollar judgement to be 
spent on environmental 
improvements in the area.

SJRC/THEA
A Citizens movement, led by 
previous Highlands resident 
Jackie Young, has been the 
leading voice to have the 
Waste Pits totally removed. 
She heads San Jacinto River 
Coalition, and the new Texas 
Health and Environmental 
Alliance, Inc.

KEEPITCAPPED
A Citizens Group named 
San Jacinto Citizens 
Against Pollution located 
in Baytown has a web 
site espousing its belief 
that a permanent cap 
is the best solution. 
Thomas Knickerbocker 
is their attorney, but the 
leadership is anonymous.
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EPA sets next Public 
Meeting for June 5th
Highlands meeting will include updates, public comments
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Pct. 2 opens Seguin Park
Funding a result of Waste Pits Settlement
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Commissioner 
Morman opens 
new park 
with welcome 
comments

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 - Juan 
Seguin Park Ribbon Cutting

Thank you, Mayor Rigby, I’m glad 
a lifelong resident of this area is here 
with us to celebrate the opening of this 
centerpiece park.

Well, what do you guys think? This 
place is breathtaking, isn’t it? Hats off 
to Clark Condon Associates for the 
incredible design and Landscape Art 
for bringing it to life!

This park has been a long time 
coming, 14 years to be exact! When 
the County purchased this land in 
2004, we knew it was meant to be more 
than just a greenspace, this area could 
be something special.

Eleven months ago we broke 
ground at an undeveloped, overlooked 
park, today we are having a ribbon 
cutting for one of the best parks in 
Harris County

Juan Seguin Park will honor one 
of the great heroes of the Texas 
Revolution, and as a Senator to the 
Republic of Texas.

We wanted to tie into all the history 
along Independence Parkway from 
the Battleship Texas, the Battleground 
site, Lynchburg Ferry and the David G. 
Burnet Park just north of this channel.

It may have taken several years, but 
it had to be done right. I’m happy to 
say we nailed it! And when I say “we,” 
that includes a number of people…

To the folks over at Texas Parks and 
Wildlife, thank you for your partnership 
on this project and allowing us to work 
on this site. Kudos for all your hard 
work and dedication to preserving 
the San Jacinto State Historic Site. 
It continues to educate and inspire 
everyone who comes to visit.

Thank you to John Blount and 
Drone photo, courtesy of Pct. 2, shows the beauty of the new Juan Seguin 

Historic Park, on the Ship Channel. In the distance is the Lynchburg Ferry, and at right 
Independence Parkway. The park features a viewing walk along the Ship Channel, a 
playground, and historic markers tellling the story of Juan Seguin’s contribution to the 
Texas Revolution.

Juan Seguin Historical Park 
is educational, recreational

LA PORTE – Harris County 
Precinct 2 Commissioner Jack 
Morman announces the open-
ing of Juan Seguin Park. The $3.4 
million project transformed the 
undeveloped greenspace into an 
educational park that focuses on 
Lieutenant Colonel Juan Seguin 
and his role in Texas History. 

“We wanted to tie into all the 
history along Independence 
Parkway from the Battleship 
Texas, the Battleground site, 
Lynchburg Ferry and the David 
G. Burnet Park just north of this 

This Superfund Progress Chart (the Snake) shows that the remediation process has reached the RD 
or Remedial Design phase.

San Jacinto River Waste 
Pits Superfund Site 
Upcoming Community 
Meeting
The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), in 
cooperation with the Texas 
Commission on Environmental 
Quality (TCEQ), federal, state 
and Harris County agencies, 
local officials and industry, 
invite you to attend the 
community meeting for the 
San Jacinto River Waste Pits 
Superfund site. The meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, June 5, 
2018 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
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Who is involved in the San Jacinto River Waste Pits Superfund?

Pct. 2 opens unique 
Juan Seguin Park

, 
USArmy COE
The Army Corps of 
Engineers has completed 
Technical Studies on the 
Environmental impact of 6+ 
strategies to Cap or Remove 
the toxic wastes.
Their recommendations 
are included in a 237 page 
report, favoring a modified 
cap over removal, but 
stating either is possible.

TPWD
Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
was designated by the 
Legislature, with the help 
of Representative Wayne 
Smith, to administer $10 
million of the lawsuit 
settlement funds for 
environmental projects 
along the River.

HC PCT 2
Pct. 2 received $10 
million of the $29.2 million 
settlement, and plans to 
use it for environmental 
projects within 5 miles of 
the Waste Pits, according 
to Commissioner Jack 
Morman.

HARRIS COUNTY
Various departments 
are involved, including 
Grants Administration, 
Pollution Control, and 
Public Health.

GBF
Galveston Bay Foundation 
maintains a website 
with information on all 
of the Waste Pits parties 
actions, and other 
matters of interest to the 
environmental health of 
the River and Galveston 
Bay.

OTHERS
-- TCEQ
-- US Coast Guard
-- Private Attorneys
-- Houston Chronicle
-- City of Baytown
-- KRIV ch26
-- Star-Courier

Environmental  Warnings

Continued from Page 1

Community leaders, descendants of Juan Seguin and Nathaniel Lynch, and local residents 
celebrated the opening of Juan Seguin Park on Wednesday, March 7th with a cannon and musket 
volley.

Next EPA Community Meeting June 5th

at the Highlands Community 
Center: 604 Highland Woods 
Drive, Highlands, Texas 77562.
 This meeting will provide the 
opportunity to ask questions 
about site activities, the 
remedial design, the selected 
remedy, and the remediation 
process. The meeting is being 
held in a fully accessible facility. 
For specific needs or questions 
about the facility, please contact 
EPA Community Involvement 
Coordinator, Janetta Coats, at 
1-800-533-3508 (toll-free).
 
Statement from EPA 
Administrator Scott Pruitt:
“This agreement marks the 
next step in my commitment 
to the people of Harris County 
to expedite the remediation 
of the San Jacinto Waste Pits 
site. EPA will ensure that the 

Remedial Design removes all 
the contamination as quickly 
and safely as possible and 
permanently protects the health 
and safety of the surrounding 
communities and the San Jacinto 
River.” 

An agreement has been 
reached with the Potentially 
Responsible Parties (PRPs) 
for the San Jacinto River 
Waste Pits Superfund Site to 
perform a Remedial Design 
for the site’s selected remedy. 
The selected cleanup action 
addresses the highly toxic 
dioxin contamination at the 
site in Harris County, Texas. 
The agreement is a result of 
expedited negotiations between 
EPA and PRPs for design of the 
cleanup. The Remedial Design 
is estimated to take about 29 

months to complete to ensure 
waste is safely and properly 
contained during construction 
and removal. The design work 
will be performed by the PRPs 
under the oversight of EPA 
and Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality. The 
current quarterly cap inspection 
and maintenance program will 

continue while the Remedial 
Design is being completed. 
While the Remedial Design is 
ongoing, the U.S. Department 
of Justice and EPA will begin 
negotiations with the PRPs to 
enter into a Consent Decree 
regarding construction of the 
remedy.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

channel,” said Commissioner 
Morman. 

The Precinct worked diligently 
with the Harris County Historical 
Commission, the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department, as well 
as Juan Seguin descendants to 
create educational and unique 
aspects to the park. The park was 
paid for by funds from the Waste 
Pits Superfund settlement, and 
Pct. 2. The park was designed 
by Clark Condon Landscape Ar-
chitects, and built by Landscape 
Art, Inc.

New park features include a 
pier that overlooks the Ship Chan-
nel, a large pavilion with artwork 
etched into its concrete base, 
a nautical-themed playground, 
walking trails, and picnic tables 
scattered throughout. Park visi-
tors will also find interpretive pan-

els with historical information on 
the Lynchburg Ferry, Ship Chan-
nel, and Juan Seguin. 

Juan Seguin Park is located 
next to the Lynchburg Ferry south 
landing at 4407 Independence 
Parkway South in La Porte. It is 

open Monday through Sunday 
from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. For more 
information and updates on the 
Precinct, visit www.hcp2.com or 
like their Facebook page “Harris 
County Precinct 2.”

Comments from 
Commissioner 
Morman
Continued from Page 1

his group in the Harris County 
Engineering Department for 
keeping up with the development 
of this beautiful park.

And last but not least, thank 
you, Janet Wagner and Al Seguin 
for offering your knowledge in 
Texas history, and helping us 
put some special touches into 
this park. I hope we did Colonel 
Seguin justice and that those who 
visit are able to walk away with a 
better appreciation for him and our 
history.

I am happy that Al Seguin and 
the descendants of Colonel Seguin 
could here with us today to honor 
one of Texas’s great leaders

I don’t want to make you wait 
any longer for this marquee park 
to be opened, so thank you for 
everyone who turned this idea into 
reality.
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