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SAT., DEC. 1
HUFFMAN FUN
FESTIVAL
Saturday, Dec. 1st, 10 am -
4 pm at Jack Spence
Parkway, 24403 E. Lake
Houston Parkway, Huffman.

TUES., DEC. 4
SANTA ARRIVES IN
HIGHLANDS
Santa Claus will arrive on a
firetruck at the park on San
Jacinto Street, at 6 pm.
Photos with Santa. Hot
chocolate and cookies will
be served by the Highlands
Rotary Club at the Fire
Station.

SAT., DEC. 8
CROSBY CHILDREN’S
CHRISTMAS
FESTIVAL & PARADE
Parade starts at 6:00 p.m. at
Crosby Middle School and
ends at the Festival
(CrosbyFairgrounds),14920
FM 2100, Crosby, TX.

FRIDAY, DEC. 7
CROSBY LIBRARY
BOOK SALE
December Book Sale on
Friday, December 7th - 1pm
- 6pm. Saturday, December
8th - 10am - 5pm.
Books for all ages, cds,
audio tapes and DVDs for
Christmas gifts. For more
information, call the Library
at 281-328-3535.

TUES, DEC. 11
SAN JACINTO RIVER
COALITION
Regular monthly meeting of
the coalition will meet at the
Community Center, at 6:30
pm. This will be a wrap-up
session for Nov. and Dec.
Next meeting will be Jan. 8.

BIRTHDAYS
Nov 22--Theresa McGee

Lisa Selensky
Nov 23--Monica Day

Brittany Muldrow
Caleb Morgan

Nov 24--David Boucher
Jaymee Gleason
Teri Gleason
Gene Gomez

Nov 25--W.G. Carro
Curtis Ingram

Nov 26--Mary Hargis
Nov 27--Doyle King
Nov 28--Louise Duncan

Jim Strouhal, Jr.

ANNIVERSARIES
Nov 25--Lois & Charles

Dunbar
Becky & Rayford
Smith

Nov 26--J.B. & Barbara
Glaze

Nov 26--Doyle & Ruby
King

DEATHS

Alicia O. Mendez
Clifford Lee Shaw Jr.

Oil on Canvas 24” x 30”    by mei hoffman

Next “Bras for the Cause” Feb. 2

See Bras for the Cause,
Page 8

Santa to sparkle in
Highlands Dec. 4

Santa visits, toy drives next week in Crosby

The Crosby Fair and
Rodeo’s Bras for the
Cause Committee has an-
nounced plans for their
8th annual event on Sat-
urday, February 2, 2019
at the new Southern Lace
Estates.  The venue is lo-
cated on 100 acres in In-
dian Shores and has
hosted weddings and
fundraisers.  The Com-
mittee once again will
host an event with 20 “ce-
lebrity” models, modeling
bras with various themes
to music of the model’s
choice. The bras will be
auctioned off at the end
of the evening in a live
auction.

 Our MC again this
year is Charles “Big An-
gry” Adams. Charles is a
former police officer,
former judge, a graduate
from Harvard Law School
and is a practicing per-
sonal injury and criminal
defense trial attorney.
He is also the host of the
Big Angry and Zro Show

on IHeart Radio’s Hous-
ton KPRC 950AM and
the legal analyst of Fox
26 Houston’s Isiah Factor
Uncensored.  Over the
past 7 years, BFC has
raised over $1,000,000.
All funds are donated to
help cancer patients in
our local area. The Pink
Heals Patient Assistance
Fund, which provides fi-
nancial assistance to
qualifying patients un-
dergoing treatment at
Houston Methodist Bay-
town Hospital has re-
ceived proceeds from the
event.  Candlelighters,
which provides emotion-
al, educational and prac-
tical support to children
with cancer and their
families, has also been a
recipient of the BFC
fundraiser.  In October,
2018, the committee vot-
ed to support a new fund
at Houston Methodist

Turner Chevrolet, p. 8 Weight-Loss event, p. 8

These stories
in the PRESS:
•Holiday events at
Jacinto Mall
•City of Dayton
Christmas Tree event
•Chambers County
Library News
......And more, Page 3

CHILI FEAST FEB. 2

The Crosby-Huffman Chamber of Commerce’s Kid’s Festival combines with the
Turner Chevrolet Monster Truck Toy Drive and ATV Lights Christmas Parade on
December 8 parading from the Crosby Middle School to the Crosby Rodeo
Fairgrounds to make a new, more decorative, longer, more dark parade.

See Parade
Continued on Page 8

See Santa Continued on Page 8

Santa arrives in Highlands on a Highlands VFD
Fire truck with hopes to hear the wishes of good
little boys and girls on Dec. 4 beginning at 6:00
p.m. in the community park on San Jacinto.

CROSBY–  Next week a
bevy of special holiday dis-
play events begin in unin-
corporated Harris County.

One of the most exciting
developments is that a
large motorcade assembles
at the parking lot of Cros-
by Middle School on Dec. 8
to be on parade at 6:00
p.m., stopping traffic on
FM 2100 and marching to
the Crosby Fairgrounds
where a Children’s Festi-
val is to be ongoing from
3:00 p.m.

The Children’s Festival
offers photos with Santa,
with traditional hotdogs
and treats. On hand will be
vendors with great gift
ideas and lots of kids’ fun
enjoyment. Last year there
were rides and bounce

houses with a petting zoo.
Turner Chevrolet has

teamed with Clothe-A-
Child Program to add to
the chamber parade a spe-
cial Toy Drive and 4X4 Pa-
rade with special guests
Santa and friends. The Toy
Drive and Clothe A Child
are hoping to provide toys
and clothes to those in
need this year. The Toy
Drives conclude with the
parade on Dec. 8.

It’s like three parades in
one featuring Christmas
lights and beaming faces.
The traditional Chamber
parade, the 4X4 parade
will feature Monster
Trucks and is to include 4
wheelers and ATVs with

Members of the Highlands Rotary Club display one of the raffle prizes in the 44th Annual
Chili Feast, scheduled for next Feb. 2. Winner of the raffle has a choice of this car, a 2019
Camaro, or a 2019 Chevrolet Equinox. Cars are courtesy of Turner Chevrolet in Crosby.
The first prize winner has a choice of color and model. There are 19 other prizes in the
raffle. Highlanders look forward each year to a delicious bowl of Chester’s Chili, and a day
of socializing with friends. Rotarians now have Chili Feast tickets available, at $100 each.
See page 6 for more details.

Bras for the Cause’s next venue is on display inside the Southern Lace
Estates palatial event center. Here two bras are modeled by pillars of the
community and with the Lady’s of Tough Enough to Wear Pink Committee
of the Crosby Fair & Rodeo.
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281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide,

Hospice Services
*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

 Hang your Christmas
Card on our Tree

(This Ad is reduced in size. Your card will be twice as large– a Full Page)

We will publish your Card Ad in
our Christmas Editions

Dec.  13 and 20
For Details call 713-266-3444

HIGHLANDS ROTARY
CLUB NEWS

✯

Fabiola Moreno (left) Lee
College Cosmetology student,
sprays eighth-grader Chloe
Bradford’s hair during the Third
Annual Highlands Junior School
College and Career Fair. The
event is to promote College
and Career Week and to match
colleges and careers to the
different endorsements since
eighth-graders will make their
selections within the next few
weeks.

Highlands Junior School eighth-
graders (from left) Alyssa
Bernal, Hannah Lee and Ashlie
Allen work with a model of a
dog, assisted by Leia Vinson
(right) and Andrea Garcia
(front right), ninth-graders in
the Vet Tech program at Stuart
Career Tech High School. The
students were attending the
Third Annual Highlands Junior
School College and Career Fair,
des igned to help e ighth-
graders make decisions on
endorsements.

Clayton Fullbright, an eighth-
grader at Highlands Junior
School, visits with Bobbie, a toy
schnauzer, and (from left)
Kristian Foreman and Dr. Amy
Chou from Abshier-Meuth
Animal Hospital at the Third
Annual College and Career Fair.
The event helps students match
colleges and career to the
different endorsements they
will choose among in the next
few weeks.

Highlands Junior School eighth-
graders (from left) Vernon
Duke ,  Sau l  Chavez ,  A lan
Urenda, Alexander Hebrank
and Christopher Hernandez
look at a map at the Texas
Department of Transportation
booth at the Third Annual
H igh l ands  Jun io r  Schoo l
College and Career Fair. The
event is to promote College
and Career Week and to match
college and careers to the
various endorsements so that
students can make informed
decisions on endorsements
before the end of the semester.

Third Annual Highlands Junior
School College and Career Day

Photos by Susan Passmore

Rotarian Palko recounts
his tough year as DG

HIGHLANDS – Bill Pal-
ko, last year’s District Gover-
nor of Rotary District 5890,
presented a review of his year
to the Highlands Rotary Club
last Tuesday. District 5890
comprises the greater Hous-
ton area, with 61 clubs and
3000 members.

Palko said that his year
started out normally, in July
2017, and he was in the midst
of visits to the 61 clubs, when
a hurricane changed every-
thing.

Hurricane Harvey hit the
Texas coast on August 25th,
and then again the following
weekend, leaving a downpour
and immense flooding
throughout the area. Eventu-
ally, authorities would deter-
mine that 30,000 homes were
affected in Harris County.
Many of these ended up
homeless for an extended pe-
riod.

This flood, and the recov-
ery effort conducted by indi-
vidual clubs and the District,
occupied Palko’s agenda for
most of the year, interrupting
the normal business.

In the next few months,
Palko became the “catastro-
phe manager” in his own
words. Offers of help and
money came from Rotarians
all over the nation and the
world, he said.

Much of the relief work
was conducted unheralded.
Some was immense, such as
the North Carolina District
7710 that came to the NRG
stadium in just a few days,
and cooked 30,000 meals ev-
ery day for weeks. And their
was a club from San Diego
that permanently donated a
Suburban style vehicle, for
the local Rotarians to use for
hauling supplies.

Past District Governor Bill Palko

In all, District 5890 donat-
ed nearly $200,000 to local
Harvey Relief and Recovery
projects.

In addition, during Palko’s
term the Rotary 5890 District
raised money for targeted
donations which  went to a
VA hospital in San Antonio,
Polio Plus, the RI annual
fund, and others. In all, the
District contributed $1,092
million to work of the Rotary
Foundation.

Palko pointed out a num-
ber of awards that the Dis-
trict achieved during his
term, including 18th place
worldwide for giving to Polio
Plus, and 1st place in Zone
giving for a number of Polio
Plus categories.

Also during this time, the
District and some individual
clubs continued their work on
international projcets, such
as the eye clinic in Guerrero.
For the last 15 years, poor lo-
cal residents have received
free cataract surgery, and

surgery to correct cleft pal-
ates.

The district has other
projects in Central America,
and especially in Nicaragua.
A foundation is helping what
are known as the “children of
the dump” to improve their
living conditions. They have
also sponsored a school for
the blilnd, and a home for
pregnant girls. A workshop
teaches skills in woodwork-
ing, metal working and more.

The district has a project
known as Books for the
World, and has collected and
sent 350 pallets of books to
various countries worldwide.

Palko said the District was
honored to host Rotary Inter-
national president Ian Rise-
ley, from Australia, during his
term.

The District also raised a
huge sum of $3.6 million dur-
ing the annual Million Dol-
lar Dinner, a major gift event
benefitting the R.I.
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A Holiday
Movie
Event

The entire
community is invited
to a Holiday Movie
Pajama Party at the
Jones Public Library
Kidz Zone, Saturday,
Dec. 1st, at 11 am
and 2 pm. This is a
FREE event.

Put on your
coziest Christmas
jammies and join us
for a holiday movie to
kick off your day at
Spirit of Christmas!
They will have two
showings, one at
11:00 am and one at 2
pm, in the Kidz Zone
of the Jones Public
Library. Wear your
pajamas, bring a
cozy blanket, and
spend time watching
a Christmas favorite.
The Friends of the
Library will be
serving hot cocoa
and christmas
cookies as
refreshments during
the movie. Everyone
that attends the
movie will be leaving
with a special gift…
one may even call it
the first gift of
Christmas!

Programs at
Sam &
Carmena
Goss
Library

These are the
events taking place
at the Sam and
Carmena Goss
Memorial Branch
Library the week of
December 3, 2018.

•Tuesday,
December 4 - 10:00,
Baby and Me (ages
0-24 mos)

•Friday,
December 7 - 10:30,
Story Time (ages 0-5
yrs)

•Saturday,
December 8 - 12:00
PM-5:00 PM, Nerd
Con (Family
Friendly) Visit our
Facebook page,
Chambers County
Library System, for
more information and
to register.
Registration not
required.

Call Sam and
Carmena Goss
Memorial Library,
Mont Belvieu at 281-
576-2245 with any
questions.

Save the
Date –
Holiday
Social

Mark the date and tell
your friends and
colleagues you are all
invited to the West County
Chambers Chamber of
Commerce’s  2018
Holiday Social, hosted by
our friends at Lone Star
NGL.  They will all gather
between 6 p.m. and 8 p.m.
on Tuesday, December
11, to share some holiday
cheer.

Houston Methodist Hospital WEIGHT-LOSS SEMINAR

The City of Dayton is
hosting the 8th annual
Christmas Tree event, ben-
efiting Liberty County
Bikes for Christmas. The
City would like to invite all
local businesses, invididu-
als, churches and organiza-
tions to participate in this
highly anticipated commu-
nity activity. Help create a
festive Christmas atmo-
sphere at the Dayton Com-
munity Center by taking
part in the Tree Decoration
contest. The trees remain
on display throughout the
holiday season for all to
view and enjoy. It is a con-
test so get creative, have
fun and good luck.

Details for participation
are as follows:

-The entry fee is a dona-
tion of any amount to Lib-

BAYTOWN, TEXAS
–  Numerous holiday ac-
tivities are planned to
take place at San Jacin-
to Mall this Holiday sea-
son, including Santa
Visits, Pet Nights with
Santa, Grandparents
Day with Santa, and
Ugly Sweater Day.

Santa Visits & Pho-
tos — Now through
December 24

Santa will listen to
children’s wishes at his
Holiday Headquarters
n e a r  B a t h  &  B o d y
Works at San Jacinto
Mall Saturday, Novem-
ber 17 through Christ-
m a s  E v e .  P h o t o
p a c k a g e s  s t a r t  a t
$29.99. Santa will be
available during all mall
hours. However, he will
take scheduled cookie
breaks.

Pet Night With San-
ta — December 3, 5pm
to 8pm

San Jacinto Mall hosting
series of holiday events
Pet Nights, Grandparents Day, Ugly Sweater Day
& Live Performances

Put Fido and Fifi on a
leash and bring them to
San Jacinto Mall for Pet
Night with Santa! Mon-
days, 5pm-8pm, Novem-
b e r  1 9  &  2 6  a n d
December 3. Dogs only.
Santa is located near
Bath & Body Works.

Grandparents Day
With Santa — Thurs-
day, November 29,
11am-8pm

Call ing al l  proud
grandparents! Bring all
of the grandkids and
take holiday photos with
Santa that you’ll cherish
for a lifetime.

Ugly Sweater Day
With Santa — Thurs-
day, December 13,
11am-8pm

Get in the holiday
spirit and flaunt those
ugly holiday sweaters!
Don’t have one? Make it!
Bedazzle an old or thrift
sweater, add embroi-
dered holiday motifs The Sam and Carmena

Goss Memorial Branch Li-
brary in Mont Belvieu will
be holding their first offi-
cial Comic Con convention
on December 8 from 12-
5pm.  Nerd Con will be an
afternoon filled with
games, panels, food, photo
ops, demonstrations, ven-
dors, and more.

 Fans of cons will know
exactly what to expect.
Those of you who need
some details, here are the
basics.  Comic book con-
ventions are popular
events attended by hun-
dreds and sometimes thou-
sands of people.  Cons are
usually held at convention
centers, community cen-
ters, and yes, even librar-
ies.  Libraries became
popular destination sites
for cons due to the popu-
larity of graphic novel and
anime materials.  Anime is
the Japanese shortened
word for ‘animation’.  In
Japan, anime is a popular
form of entertainment.  It
comes in the form of TV
shows, movies and direct to
video releases.  Most of the
time, anime comes from a
manga – Japanese comics.
Occasionally, though, you’ll
get an anime first, and
then the manga will
follow…but as a general
rule, anime comes from a
popular manga series.

 Nerd Con is hosted at
the library this year by
Nerd Fest and The Eastern
Rim Funny Book & Vin-

BAYTOWN — (Novem-
ber 21, 2018) — While it’s
a common disease impact-
ing nearly 100 million
Americans, nonalcoholic
fatty liver disease
(NAFLD) often flies under
the radar.

The term nonalcoholic
fatty liver disease is used
to describe a range of liver
conditions affecting people
who drink little to no alco-
hol. The main characteris-
tic of NAFLD is that too
much fat is stored in liver
cells, but it frequently has
few warning signs or
symptoms in its earliest
stages. Left untreated,
NAFLD may lead to very
serious consequences.

Dr. Rashid Khan, a gas-
troenterologist/hepatolo-
gist with Houston
Methodist Gastroenterolo-
gy Associates in Baytown,
says the cause of the con-
dition is difficult to deter-
mine, but knowing your
risk is essential.

“The condition may be
diagnosed in people of all
ages, but it is especially
prevalent in people in their
40s and 50s who are at
high risk of heart disease
due to the presence of risk
factors like obesity and
type 2 diabetes,” Khan
said. “The condition is also
closely linked to a cluster
of abnormalities called
metabolic syndrome that
include increased abdomi-
nal fat, poor ability to use
the hormone insulin, high
blood pressure and high
blood levels of triglycer-
ides.”

Khan provides informa-
tion on the possible caus-
es, symptoms and
treatment options for
NAFLD when he hosts a
free informational seminar
on Thursday, November 29
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. in the
CRCU Community Room
at Houston Methodist Bay-
town Hospital. The event is
held in association with
the American Liver Foun-
dation (ALF).

Khan says NAFLD’s
link to liver cirrhosis is the
biggest reason why the

Fans of cosplay, anime,
manga excited for upcoming
Nerd Con at Goss Library

tage Con. Nerd Fest is a
group on Facebook and it’s
all about community,
friendship, networking,
and everything Sci Fi and
Comic Books.  The Nerd
Fest community enjoys fre-
quenting comic book con-
ventions and sharing their
passion for creativity.  The
Eastern Rim Funny Book
& Vintage Con is an awe-
some comic book conven-
tion in Baytown that
benefits The Promise Cen-
ter, which is a non-profit
that provides kids with af-
ter school programs, schol-
arships and other
community engagement.

This family friendly
event will be an afternoon
packed full of fun.  If you
would like to participate in
the art contest the rules
are simple.  Contest open
to all ages, artwork must
be no larger than 12x12
inches, express your fan-
dom by creating a manga/
anime, superhero or other
genre of fan art.  Artwork
can represent the following
mediums:  drawing, paint-
ing, mixed media, and dig-
ital creations.  Artwork
must be submitted to the
library no later than Nov.
30 and include name and
phone number.

 Please take time to reg-
ister at http://bit.ly/
2MwE4Jg, or on the Nerd
Con Facebook event page.
Early registration secures
your badge.

and some sequins. Re-
member ,  with  ugly
sweaters, the more de-
sign, the merrier!
Calling Local Entertainment
to Perform Live

Are you part of a com-
muni ty  group  that
would like to perform
live holiday entertain-
ment at San Jacinto
Mall? We're looking for
talented singers, choirs,
bell choirs, ballet, and
theatre troupes to step
into the spotlight! Con-
tact Petra in the Man-
a g e m e n t  O f f i c e  a t
281-369-5831 about per-
forming at San Jacinto
Mall.

San Jacinto Mall is lo-
cated at I-10 East and
Garth Road in Baytown,
Texas. For more infor-
mation, call (281) 421-
3908 or visit
www.sanjacintomall.com.
Events are subject to
change.

BAYTOWN

Seminar addresses
common liver disease

Dr. Rashid Khan

c o n d i t i o n
should be
taken seri-
ously.

“ F a t t y
liver is gen-
erally be-
nign, but
the develop-
ment of cir-
r h o s i s
becomes a
g a m e
c h a n g e r, ”
Khan said.

A l o n g
with the po-
tential risk
of cirrhosis,
Khan says
N A F L D
brings an
i n c r e a s e d
risk of de-
veloping liv-
er cancer.
Studies have shown that
this risk is even present in
the absence of cirrhosis.
There is also a link be-
tween chronic kidney dis-
ease (CKD) and NAFLD
and the condition may also
increase the risk for cardio-
vascular disease. Research
indicates that many dia-
betic patients eventually
develop NAFLD.

“This association is bi-
directional, in that some
patients with fatty liver
will go on to develop dia-
betes,” Khan said.

While the onset of non-
alcoholic fatty liver disease
frequently does not include
signs and symptoms, when
symptoms are present they
may include enlarged liv-
er, fatigue and pain in the
upper right abdomen.

Khan says choosing a
healthy diet rich in fruits,
vegetables, whole grains
and healthy fats, maintain-
ing a healthy weight and
getting regular exercise
may be effective in lower-
ing the risk of NAFLD. The
first line of treatment gen-
erally involves weight loss
through eating a healthy
diet and exercising regu-
larly, although weight-loss
surgery may be an option
for those who are morbidly

obese.
Because symptoms may

not be present, Khan says
regular screenings, includ-
ing blood and liver enzyme
and function tests, may be
effective in detecting the
disease in its earliest stag-
es. To register for the free
seminar, visit
houstonmethodist.org/
events, or call 281-428-
2273.

About Houston Method-
ist Baytown Hospital

Houston Methodist
Baytown Hospital has pro-
vided Baytown and East
Houston with quality med-
ical care since opening its
doors in 1948. The hospi-
tal has grown throughout
the years with the commu-
nity, providing comprehen-
sive care at all stages of
life. As a health care lead-
er, the hospital is proud to
have a fully integrated res-
idency program focused on
educating and inspiring
future practitioners. Today,
Houston Methodist Bay-
town provides some of the
most advanced and inno-
vative procedures while
never losing focus on com-
passionate and patient-
centered care.
Houstonmethodist.org/
baytown.

City of Dayton
celebrates Annual
Christmas Tree event

erty County Bikes for
Christmas.

-Check in at Dayton
Chamber office to drop off
entry fee and get an ap-
proved tree location.

-Provide and decorate
your own tree, real or arti-
ficial, no taller than  7 ft.

-Place one sign to iden-
tify yourself, your business
or organization.

-Participants may start
setting up their tree Nov.
12, 2018, deadline for en-
try setup is Nov. 29, 2018.

-Winners will be an-
nounced and awards wil be
given December 20, 2018.

-Tree should be cleaned
up and removed by Janu-
ary 4, 2019.

Register at Dayton
Chamber Office, call 936-
257-2393 for details.

By Valerie Jensen /
County Librarian

Over 16,000 items circu-
lated, 923 people attended
programs, and 9,570 peo-
ple walked through the
doors.  Just a typical
month at the library!  Oc-
tober always brings a line-
up of several Halloween
related events.  The staff
provided themed programs
for the pre-schoolers and
after-schoolers at each li-
brary that included canvas
painting, crafts, games,
and lots of spooktacular
fun.  Even the staff joined
the fun and dressed up as
storybook and animal
characters.

   The Juanita Har-
graves Memorial Branch
held a Breast Cancer
Awareness program with

Chambers County Library
System October review

WIC Director, Angie Kear
leading the program with
over 20 participants.  Door
prizes were handed out
and a great time was had
by all.  The Sam and Car-
mena Goss Memorial
branch held their first ever
outdoor movie.  With the
library’s inflatable screen,
the audience got to enjoy
snacks, good company, and
Jurassic World on the big
screen.

  The Juanita Har-
graves Memorial Branch
celebrated their 6 year an-
niversary of book club.
Book clubs have been some
of the longest running pro-
grams in the library sys-
tem.  Anahuac reached
their 10 year anniversary

See Library Report,
Page 6
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AUSTIN — Texas has
its lowest unemployment
rate in more than 42 years.

The Texas Workforce
Commission on Nov. 16
announced that Texas’ sea-
sonally adjusted unem-
ployment rate fell to 3.7
percent in October, down
from 3.8 percent the prior
month.

It is the lowest level of
unemployment the state
has seen since January
1976.

The Texas economy add-
ed 32,300 seasonally ad-
justed non-farm jobs in
October. Annual employ-
ment growth was 3.1 per-
cent, marking 102
consecutive months of an-
nual growth.

Still, job opportunities
abound.

“The jobs are out there,
and I encourage all job
seekers to contact their lo-
cal Workforce Solutions of-
fice for assistance with job
training and placement,”
said Julian Alvarez, the
TWC commissioner repre-
senting labor.

The Midland Metropoli-
tan Statistical Area record-
ed the month’s lowest
unemployment rate among
Texas MSAs in October
with a non-seasonally ad-
justed rate of 2.1 percent.
That was followed by the
Amarillo MSA and the
Odessa MSA, which tied
for second lowest with a
rate of 2.5 percent. The
Austin-Round Rock, Col-

Defensive
Driving
Tips

(NAPSI)—These five
tips can help you be
prepared for the perils
of the road.

1. Know Your Car.
Like people, each car
has a unique personali-
ty. Some features work
better than others, and
conditions can cause a
vehicle to react a
certain way. Knowing
your car’s limits and
behavior patterns can
help you predict how it
will respond in certain
situations. How long
does it take you to stop
and how much pres-
sure is required on the
brake pedal? What’s
your turn radius? Does
your vehicle lean when
you round a corner?
Does it quake when
you hit a certain speed?
Knowing the answers
can help you avoid
accidents.

2. Use Extreme
Caution During a Lane
Change. The National
Highway Traffic Safety
Administration esti-
mates that one of the
most common causes of
two-lane auto accidents
is unsafe lane changes.

3. Know Your Blind
Spots. Most cars have
at least one line of
vision that’s not clearly
evident in the rearview
or side mirrors. Even
carefully placed mir-
rors often cannot cover
every possible angle.
Move the side mirrors
far outward so that the
angle of view barely
overlaps the view of the
rearview mirror.

4. Keep Your Hands
on the Wheel. The
National Highway
Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration now advocates
keeping your hands at
the 9 and 3 o’clock
positions instead of 10
and 2 because of air
bags.

5. Keep Up on
Maintenance. Routine
work on your auto, like
oil changes, fluid refills
and tire rotations, can
make all the difference
in your car’s drivabili-
ty.

Learn More

For further facts and
tips about good driving
from the experts at
Driving-Tests, founded
on the universal belief
that everyone can be a
safe driver, go to https:/
/driving-tests.org.
There, budding drivers
can also learn how to
pass the written test
the first time.

(StatePoint) Looking
for the “perfect gifts,”
paired with enticing
retail discounts and
deals, can pressure
holiday shoppers to
spend more than they
can afford. As a result,
consumers may max out
credit card limits or miss
payments, negatively
affecting credit scores. In
addition, store credit
cards may offer instant
discounts that are
tempting at the register -
- but that new applica-
tion could decrease your
credit score.

Not having enough
money for presents and
the strain holiday
shopping puts on their
finances are big causes of
anxiety for many con-
sumers, according to a
recent Experian survey.
However, many of these
same consumers seem to
be on the right track: in
the survey, respondents
listed several smart
financial resolutions,
including 28 percent who
want to improve their
credit scores, while
almost 50 percent said
saving more was a New
Year’s resolution.

But understanding
how your credit score is
calculated is critical.
With this mind, here are
some key factors:

• Payment history:
Accounting for roughly a
third of your credit score,
paying loans on time is
crucial; too many late
payments can decrease
your score.

• Balance: You never
want your credit card
balance to be higher
than 30 percent of your
credit limit -- on a single
card and across all of
them. Keep balances low
to keep your score high.

• Credit history:
Those who’ve never used
credit before will likely
have a low score, or no
score at all, while credit
accounts that have been
active for a long time
reflect positively on your
score, as does a healthy
mix of accounts, such as

Texas unemployment rate
hits lowest level since 1976

lege Station-Bryan and
Lubbock MSAs tied for
third lowest with a rate of
2.7 percent.

Abbott comments on
rate

Gov. Greg Abbott wel-
comed news of the record-
low unemployment rate,
attributing it to the state’s
“lowering taxes, removing
regulatory barriers and in-
vesting in our workforce
and education system.”

“As governor,” Abbott
added, “I remain commit-
ted to ensuring that Texas
stays the most prosperous
state in the nation.”

SBOE votes to hike
funding

The State Board of Ed-
ucation, which oversees
the Texas Education Agen-
cy, voted Nov. 20 to in-
crease the funding in the
2020-2021 biennium for
school operations, instruc-
tional materials and tech-
nology.

The SBOE’s prelimi-
nary spending decision
would give schools $172
million more than current-
ly allotted. The figure in-
cludes $55 million that the
School Land Board agreed
to provide.

But the funding is tied
to budget decisions law-
makers must make in the
coming year. The 86th Tex-
as Legislature is set to con-
vene on Jan. 8, 2019.

An estimated $60 billion
of the state's current $217
billion budget is for public
education. Only Medicaid,
at $62.4 billion, takes a
greater slice of the budget.

More Harvey funds
to come

Texas Land Commis-
sioner George P. Bush on
Nov. 19 announced an ad-
ditional allocation of $652
million from the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and
Urban Development to
help address unmet hous-
ing recovery needs for Tex-
ans affected by Hurricane
Harvey.

“We look forward to
working with our partners
in communities across the
region to leverage these
resources efficiently and
effectively to benefit Tex-
ans affected by Hurricane
Harvey," said Bush, the
chief executive of the Tex-
as General Land Office, the
state agency that adminis-
ters the federal hurricane
relief funding.

The $652 million will
supplement some $5 bil-
lion in current Hurricane
Harvey programs being
implemented by the GLO,
as well as additional pro-
grams in Harris County
and the City of Houston.

Spending discussion
will wait

The Legislative Budget
Board met Nov. 16 to re-
view the items of informa-
tion and methodology
required to set the Article
VIII constitutional limit on
certain appropriations for
the 2020-21 fiscal bienni-
um.

House Speaker Joe

Straus announced the
board would take up the
spending cap at a later
time.

After the meeting,
Straus explained that the
price of oil, an uncertain
price tag for Hurricane
Harvey relief, and the po-
tential for a school finance
solution make it unwise to
set a spending limit now.

Straus’s successor will
be elected on Jan. 8, open-
ing day of the 86th Texas
Legislature. Straus sug-
gested the next House
speaker would need time
to think through the op-
tions, and that the discus-
sion can wait until the
state comptroller’s next
revenue estimate in Jan-
uary.

Mitigation plan is
posted

The Texas Commission
on Environmental Quali-
ty announced the publica-
tion of the final
Volkswagen Beneficiary
Mitigation Plan on Nov.
16.

According to the TCEQ,
the plan sets out the
state’s strategy for distrib-
uting more than $209 mil-
lion received in settlement
of claims relating to emis-
sions control defeat devic-
es on Volkswagen’s
light-duty diesel vehicles.

The plan will comple-
ment other grant pro-
grams that target harmful
ozone in Texas. These in-
clude the Electrify Ameri-
ca Program, the result of
a separate settlement
with VW, which will fund
additional electric charg-
ing stations. The other
program is the Texas
Emissions Reduction Pro-
gram, one of the most ag-
gressive and extensive
programs in the country
providing voluntary in-
centives for replacement,
repowering and upgrad-
ing of polluting vehicles
and equipment.

More information on
the program can be found
at: www.texasvwfund.org.

having a mortgage, a few
credit cards and auto
loans.

• Staying out of hot
water: Many people
believe that financial
transactions like rent,
utility and telecommuni-
cations payments impact
credit scores, but in fact,
these are not factored in
by many scoring compa-
nies. However, if you
don’t pay bills and they
get turned over to a
collection agency, this
could affect your credit
score. Severely delin-
quent accounts are often
reported to the credit
bureaus.

“While it’s fun to give
to others during the
holidays, make sure to
give yourself the gift of
not getting into debt,”
says Rod Griffin, director
of Public Education at
Experian. “Stick to a
shopping budget. Only
use credit cards for an
amount you can pay off
and pay the bill in full on
time. You’ll lose your
cheer quickly after the
New Year if you face a
mountain of debt.”

A positive credit
profile and history of
using credit smartly can
open up financial
opportunities, like
getting a car loan or
home mortgage. There
are clear benefits to
building your credit file,
but if you don’t build it
responsibly those gains
won’t be felt. To plan for
the holidays and 2019,
visit experian.com/
education for informa-
tion about credit scores,
as well as personal
finance tips.

“Credit is a tool to be
used wisely,” adds
Griffin. “If you check
your credit score regular-
ly and make strategic
decisions on when and
how much credit to use
in the short-term, it will
benefit you when you
absolutely need credit to
make a large purchase or
for an emergency
expense.”

Avoid the Naughty List:
Don’t Let the Holidays
Ruin Your Credit

Letter to Santa
Dear Santa,

Letters can be mailed to Santa,
5906 Star Lane, Houston, TX.

77057 or e-mailed to
grafikstar@aol.com.

 Letters must be received by
Dec. 9 for publication in

our Special Christmas Editions

School:

Name:
Age:
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Attorney at Law

KAREN A. BLOMSTROM
281-328-7311

Crosby, TX 77532

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
BAYTOWN

281-421-5774                 5223 Garth Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL
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Pride only breeds quarrels,
but wisdom is found in

those who take advice.

Call
GRAFIKSHOP

for printing jobs

713-977-2555

God is our refuge
and strengh, a

very present help
in trouble

Psalm: 46:1

I can do all things
through Christ who

strengthens me.

PHILIPPIANS 4:13

FAITH
can move

MOUNTAINS
Matthew 17:20

LOVE NEVER FAILS
I Corinthians 13:8

CALL 713-266-3444 FOR A QUOTE TO
REACH MORE THAN 7,000

READERS WEEKLY

Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to

speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them. Acts 2:4

Rise in the presence of the
aged, show respect for the

elderly and revere your God.
Leviticus 19:32

Be alert. Continue strong in
the faith. Have courage

and be strong.
1 Corinthians 16:13

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

What we suffer now
is nothing compared

to the glory He will
reveal to us later

ROMANS 8:18

CERTIFIED
CONTRACTOR

Financing Available

MR. ROOFER
281-452-0000

Northside Baptist
Church of Highlands will
have its Christmas Pro-
gram on Sunday, Decem-
ber 9 at 6pm.  It will be led
by Music Minister Gene
Littlejohn and pianist
Karen Bascom.  The Pro-
gram will feature Christ-
mas singing, special music,
and tell of the miraculous

 Alicia O. Mendez

It is with great sadness
that the family of Alicia O.
Mendez announces her
passing on Friday, Novem-
ber 23, 2018. Alicia Oli-
varez Mendez, 67, was
born on December 25, 1950
in Camargo, Tamaulipas,
Mexico to parents Enrique
and Alicia Olivarez.

She will be lovingly re-
membered by her children,
Ana, Leticia, Ramon, Lisa,
Juan; stepchildren, Rudy,

(StatePoint) Want to
give back this holiday sea-
son? There are many ways
to get into the charitable
spirit. And if you need
some inspiration for how to
go about benefitting those
in your local and global
community, consider the
following ideas.
Serve a Holiday Meal

Food is one of the most
fundamental ways to show
you care, and, delicious
food and the holidays go
hand-in-hand. Consider
serving a warm holiday
meal to someone who
needs it.

There are many ways to
do this, such as preparing
a meal at home and deliv-
ering it to a sick or elderly
neighbor, inviting a col-
league or friend who
doesn’t have family in the
area to your home for a
holiday meal, or volunteer-
ing in a food pantry to
serve a meal to other mem-
bers of your community. If
these efforts are not possi-
ble, look for a canned food
drive near you and pick up
some extra groceries to do-
nate when shopping.

Northside Baptist
Christmas Program

birth of our Savior.  A Fel-
lowship with food and
drinks will follow.

Northside will also be
featuring Christmas mu-
sic and preaching through-
out the month of
December on Sundays at
11am and 6pm.  Dress is
casual.

Everyone invited.
Northside Baptist Church
of Highlands is located at
317 Barbers Hill Road,

Highlands, TX 77562.
For more information visit
nsbchighlands.org.

“There is born to you
this day in the city of Dav-
id a Savior, who is Christ
the Lord.”  -Luke 2:11.

3 ways to give back this
holiday season

Give Access to Safe Water
Give a gift to a loved one

this season that’s not only
thoughtful for him or her,
but also benefits the com-
munity at large. One great
way to do that is through
the gift of water. Due to
microplastics and other
common water contami-
nants, safe drinking water
is not necessarily a given
these days. However, you
can provide someone you
love with at-home and on-
the-go access to safe drink-
ing water with a LifeStraw
water filtration product.

Helping to reduce plas-
tic waste by providing an
alternative to single-use
bottles, you’ll be making a
global difference. What’s
more, for every LifeStraw
product purchased, includ-
ing LifeStraw Go 2-Stage
Special Edition, LifeStraw
Universal and LifeStraw
Play, one child in a commu-
nity in need receives safe
drinking water for an en-
tire school year. LifeStraw
provided its one millionth
child with safe drinking
water in Kenya in 2018.
And new special edition

bottles benefit the Conser-
vation Alliance, a public
lands conservation organi-
zation, and LifeStraw’s
Safe Water Fund, which
supports natural disaster
victims by providing them
with safe drinking water.
Give Life

Did you know that the
simple act of donating
blood can save a life? In-
deed, one pint of blood is
all that’s needed to save
three lives, according to
America’s Blood Centers.
Make an appointment at a
local blood bank. It takes
just about 10 minutes, and
afterwards you can feel
good about the potential
difference you’ve made.

Another way you can be
a life saver is by ensuring
you are a registered organ
donor. Use the holiday sea-
son as an opportunity to
add your name to the Na-
tional Donate Life Regis-
try.

Before stringing lights
or adding tinsel to the tree,
you can truly get into the
holiday spirit by finding
meaningful ways to give
back.

OBITUARIES
✯

Rosa, and Mary; 11 grand-
children; and 2 great-
grandchildren. Alicia will
be forever remembered by
her brothers, sisters, niec-
es, nephews, extended fam-
ily and dear friends. She is
preceded in death by her
husband Juan Mendez;
mother, Alicia; and father,
Enrique; brother, Mario;
and twin sister, Pita.

Alicia loved cooking,
shopping, dancing, and
playing loteria and bingo,
she will be remembered for
her caring nature, helping
as many people as she
could.

Services were entrusted
to San Jacinto Funeral
Home in Houston, Texas.
At this time the Mendez

family would like to thank
everyone for their support
during this difficult time,
your thoughts and prayers
are greatly appreciated.

For more information on
the life of Mrs. Mendez, to
sign the online register
book, or to offer your con-
dolences or fond memories
of Mrs. Mendez to the fam-
ily, please visit
www.SanJacintofunerals.com.

14659 I-10 East Freeway
Houston, TX 77015

713-453-7114

STERLING ~ WHITE
FUNERAL HOME & CEMETERY

281-426-3555

11011 Crosby-Lynchburg Rd.
Highlands, TX 77562

Clifford Lee
Shaw Jr.

Clifford Lee Shaw Jr.
age 91, went to be with the
Lord on Sunday November
18, 2018. He was born in
Forsyth Georgia to Lillie
Elvira Mitchell Shaw and
Clifford Lee Shaw Sr. He

enjoyed spending time
with his family and being
outside in his garden. He
was loved and will be
missed by all who knew
him.

He is preceded in death
by his parents; his wife of
47 years and mother of his
four children, Dorothy
Rose Shaw; his son, Clif-
ford Lee Shaw III and his
granddaughter, Amber Ad-
ams.  Clifford is survived
by his second wife, Violet
Shaw; his children,
Christie Adams, Rebecca
Bilnoski (and husband,
Marvin “Butch”), Philip
Shaw (and wife Belinda
Abbott-Shaw) and his
daughter-in-law, Sarah
Hartwick-Shaw; his grand-
children, Amy Adams, An-
gelyn “Angel” Mays, Robert
“Bud” Adams, Marvin
“Buck” Bilnoski, Leah Bil-
noski-Morris, Tyler Abbott,

Cameron Shaw and Garri-
son Shaw. Also survived by
nine great-grandchildren,
other relatives and many
friends.

Funeral services will be
held at Sterling-White Fu-
neral Home 11011 Crosby-
Lynchburg Rd. Highlands,
on Tuesday November 27,
2018 at 11:00 a.m.  Inter-
ment will be in Sterling
White Cemetery. Arrange-
ments entrusted to Ster-
ling-White Funeral Home
11011 Crosby-Lynchburg
Rd. Highlands, Texas
77562. To offer condolenc-
es to the family, please visit
www.sterlingwhite.com.
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38-12

13400 FM 2354 Rd.
Baytown, Texas 77523

Office: 281-383-3386
Cell: 713-898-7413

MARY DUNN REAL ESTATE

Mary Dunn

Fax 281-573-1030
www.marydunn.com
E-mail: mary@marydunn.com

YOUR LOCAL
NEWSPAPERS ARE ON
YOUR SMART PHONE!

Follow local news on the
Internet, on your browser:

www.starcouriernews.com
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P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

= Major credit cards accepted =

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTOR

Garage Doors &
Electric Openers
Repair or Replace. We also repair

broken springs. Call Ricardo

832-647-6378

ALVI

RICHARD’S
TRUCKING INC.

RICHARD SCHELSTEDER III

Office: 281-328-6798
Cell: 832-452-6799

Crosby, Texas

richard’struckingcrosby@gmail.com

ALVI

(StatePoint) Decorated
veteran Justin Minyard
struggled for years with
chronic back pain. And
though his prescribed opi-
oids provided only minimal
relief, he developed a de-
pendency on them. Unfor-
tunately, such
circumstances are com-
mon, as a growing number
of patients are struggling
with a choice between ad-
dictive pills or the thought
of living with debilitating
pain.

The American Chronic
Pain Association found
that one in three Ameri-
cans suffers from chronic
pain, pain that persists for
months and sometimes
years. As the number one
cause of disability in
adults in the U.S., chronic
pain costs as much as $635
billion yearly, more than
the cost of cancer, heart
disease or diabetes. What’s
more, chronic pain is often
treated with opioid pain
pills, which are highly ad-
dictive and result in 115
overdose deaths in the U.S.
per day.

Minyard initially sus-
tained back injuries while
serving as a 9/11 first re-
sponder, and injuries dur-
ing two tours of service in
Afghanistan and Iraq fur-
ther damaged his spine,
rupturing multiple discs.

“When I returned home,
I needed a wheelchair and
I developed an opioid ad-
diction from my treatment,
which severely impacted

Opioids aren’t always the
answer for chronic pain patients

my life and the lives of my
entire family,” says Min-
yard. “While surgery got
me out of a wheelchair, the
pain persisted until I found
an alternative treatment
option called spinal cord
stimulation.”

Spinal cord stimulation
(SCS), an FDA-approved,
drug-free treatment op-
tion, is a surgically im-
planted medical device
that has helped patients
manage their chronic pain
without addictive pain
pills for over 40 years.
Most commonly used to
treat low back and lower
extremity pain, SCS sends
electrical pulses that stim-
ulate the spinal cord,
masking the pain message
traveling to the brain.

Recent technology ad-
vances have allowed SCS
systems to offer more pre-
cise and personalized
treatment that better tar-
gets individual pain. In
particular, the Spectra
WaveWriter SCS System
from Boston Scientific is
the first and only system
to simultaneously provide
pain relief with a light tin-
gling sensation (paresthe-
sia-based therapy) or
without that sensation
(sub-perception therapy).
Patients like Minyard can
choose to combine both
therapies to target one spe-
cific area of pain or use
each as needed to best
manage multiple areas of
pain. Using a remote con-
trol, patients provide real-

time feedback for person-
alized, targeted pain man-
agement.

“The flexibility in this
treatment has the ability
to offer patients successful
therapy that other forms of
pain management cannot,”
says Dr. Louis Raso, a pain
specialist at The Pain Cen-
ter in Jupiter, Florida, who
recommended a trial of the
Spectra WaveWriter SCS
system to Minyard. “When
patients take real-time
control of their therapy,
they can better manage
their pain across multiple
areas of the body.”

Minyard, who has been
off opioid pain medication
since his first SCS system
implant over eight-and-a-
half years ago, has noticed
a significant improvement
in managing his pain with
the latest technology and
is encouraging all chronic
pain patients to talk to
their doctors about thera-
peutic alternatives to ad-
dictive painkillers.

To learn more about
SCS and chronic pain, vis-
it
controlyourpain.com, a re-
source from Boston Scien-
tific, who sponsored this
message.

At a time when opioid
abuse has reached epidem-
ic proportions, having a
greater understanding of
alternative treatment op-
tions for chronic pain is
critical for doctors, pa-
tients and their families.

(NAPSI)—The next
time you need to wipe up a
spill, health expert Dr.
Charles Gerba, Professor
of Environmental Microbi-
ology, University of Arizo-
na, aka "Dr. Germ," warns:
don't always reach for a
sponge or dishcloth.

Instead, use a paper
towel. That's because
kitchen sponges, which he
calls "bacteria cafeterias,"
are the No. 1 source of
germs in the house. The
average sponge carries
nearly 5.5 trillion micro-
scopic bugs.

When to Reach for a Pa-
per Towel

1. According to a recent
study on cleaning habits,
the majority of millennials
reach for sponges or cloth
dishtowels when cleaning
surfaces that have raw
meat or poultry. Dr. Gerba
recommends using paper
towels, especially when
prepping and cleaning up
raw meat and eggs. Spong-
es and dishtowels can in-
stantly become
contaminated after han-
dling these foods, which
may contain bacteria such
as E. coli and salmonella,
Dr. Gerba explains.

2. Paper towels should
also be used to help contain

Kitchen Contamination:
How To Keep Your Family Safe

spills and prevent them
(and subsequent germs)
from spreading around the
kitchen. Whether soaking
up bacon grease or clean-
ing up oil splatters, paper
towels pick up spills quick-
ly and efficiently. For larg-
er oil spills, cover with
baking soda or salt for
about 15 minutes, then
pick it up with a paper tow-
el and throw it out.

3. When cleaning the
refrigerator, dampen a pa-
per towel with warm wa-
ter and dish washing
liquid and wipe down all
trays, drawers, shelves and
walls at least once a week.
Using a sponge increases
the risk of bacteria spread-
ing around the various sur-
faces and shelves.

4. When kids are in the
kitchen, use paper towels
to clean-up everything
from spills on high chair
tables to sippy cups and
bibs. "This ensures germ-
ridden messes get tossed
right into the trash and
don't linger on kids' items,"
adds Dr. Gerba.

When People Actually
Reach for a Paper Towel

While there's been an
increasing amount of stud-
ies and data showcasing
the high bacterial risks

associated with kitchen
sponges and cloth dishtow-
els, a recent study on
cleaning habits showed
that a over half of millen-
nials (59%) and nearly half
of baby boomers (49%)
reach for a sponge or cloth
dishtowel when cleaning
kitchen counter tops.

Even more surprising,
less than half of millenni-
als think they run a risk of
possible illness or food poi-
soning by not cleaning
these kitchen durables.

The truth is, sponges
and cloth dishtowels be-
come germ-infested as
soon as they're first used
in the kitchen.

As for baby boomers,
most clean their cloth dish-
towels once a week, which
is still not as frequent as
it should be (ideally, every-
day). Also, how to clean is
just as important as when
to clean.

"Cold water washes are
awful for eliminating bac-
teria from fabrics," says Dr.
Gerba. "Washing sponges
in warm water does not get
rid of the bacteria unless
you add bleach," he adds.

So when it comes to
helping keep your kitchen
clean and germ-free, let a
paper towel be your shield.

in January of this year, and
Mont Belvieu has been go-
ing off and on for 7 years.

A Genealogy Lock-in
was held on the 19th at all
branches from 10am-
8:30pm.  For the 3rd year
the library has hosted a
Genealogy Lock-in orga-
nized by the Waco-McLen-
nan County Library.  Live
stream sessions were of-
fered throughout the day
and evening on several
topics such as basic gene-
alogy, preservation tips,

Library Report,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

DNA testing, and resourc-
es from the General Land
Office.  For 16 years the
Waco McLennan County
Library has organized the
event to allow other librar-
ies in the state a chance to
participate in the program.
We continue to have a
great turnout and positive
feedback from the public.
It’s great to connect pa-
trons with just the right re-
sources to further their
search for family.

 Teens were also treated

to some fun programs in
October.  Anahuac held a
Duct Tape bag program,
Winnie teens made Steam-
punk masks, and Mont
Belvieu teens had a DIY
wand program.

The entire Chambers
County Library System
staff recently took FEMA
training required by the
county.  This training cov-
ered command and man-
agement systems.  The
library system is assigned
to help with shelters
should the need arise, and
we will be taking addition-
al training as needed.  The
library is one of the few
places where the public
can turn to after a hurri-

cane or other disaster in
order to use much needed
services such as internet,
faxing, and scanning.

 Assistant County Li-
brarian, Annie Vass, led a
new staff orientation on
the 10th.  We try to hold
orientation classes as soon
as possible after new staff
members join the CCLS
team.  The training lasts
about 4 hours and covers
topics like customer ser-

vice, library software
training, Interlibrary
Loans, using our online
databases, discussing pol-
icies, and much more.

 And finally, on the 15th
the programming staff met
to discuss and plan for
Summer Reading, 2019.
This meeting (which used
to be held in February) is
our first attempt to strate-
gize and brainstorm ideas
for the upcoming summer

reading program. Key staff
from all the branches at-
tended and shared ideas
for programs, received im-
portant deadline dates,
and talked about new
ideas that we can incorpo-
rate for the next year.
We’re excited about the
ideas for next year and
can’t wait to share with the
public.

Until next month!
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS Your AD will reach up to 120,000
readers in our FOUR newspapers, with a
combined circulation of 40,000 copies.
Get ACTION on your AD. Rates start at
only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 281-328-9605

RENTAL
Commercial
Space;
Downtown
Highlands. S.Main
St Store front space.
Available Dec. 2018.
Call 281-843-2811
ask for Mr. Bill.
                                      47-2

RENT/LEASELEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

Notice is hereby
given that Original
Letters of Adminis-
tration for Docket
No. 470584; Estate
of ALVIN A. FRAN-
TA,  Deceased; In
Probate Court No.
2, of Harris Coun-
ty, Texas, De-
ceased, were
issued on
November 9, 2018.

LINDA DARLENE
FRANTA

TWARDOWSKI

The residence ad-
dress of the admin-
istrator is in Harris
County, Texas. The
mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
5223 Garth Rd.

Baytown, TX
77521

All persons having
claims against this
Estate which is cur-
rently being admin-
istered are required
to present them
within the time and
in the manner pre-
scribed by law.
Dated this November
27, 2018.

by   WESTON
COTTEN

    Attorney for the

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICES
APPEAR IN THE

HIGHLANDS STAR
CROSBY COURIER,
AND THE NORTH
CHANNEL STAR.

CALL 713-266-3444
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Bras for the Cause,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

0%     72APR
FOR MONTHS

FOR QUALIFIED BUYERS

2018 Silverado 1/2 tons & 1500s,

25% Off 2018 Silverados
With approved credit. Must finance through GMC Financial, not all applicants will qualify. All offers plus T.T.&L.. See dealer for complete details.  Offers cannot be combined.  25% off is stand alone offer on Silverados meaning cannot be
combined with other offers. Limied time offer. Void where prohibited.

2018 Suburbans 2018 Tahoes

21001 Crosby Freeway, Crosby, Texas (Between Beaumont Hwy. & US 90@FM2100)

Call 281-328-4377        TurnerChevroletCrosby.com

Family Owned
and Operated

Robert Turner
Owner

David Mendez
General Sales Manager

“It’s time to start dealing, 2019s already in stock!”

Starts Now

Baytown, called the “BFC
Breast Care Fund.”  This
fund will support Mam-
mograms, Breast MRI
and Breast Biopsy for pa-
tients without insurance
or inadequate resources.
Tickets are available at :
crosbyBFC@yahoo.com or
Lanette: 713-703-4048 or
Sarah : 281-224-9478.

Prices remain at $50
per person or a reserve
table  of  8  for  $500.
Guests will enjoy a ca-
tered meal and live en-
tertainment as well as a
silent auction and photo
booth. The committee
would like to send a big
thank you to their venue
sponsors: All State Doc-
uments, Holmelin Fam-

ily SilverWings,, Ranger
Conveying, Turner Chev-
rolet, Jason and Angie
Schexnayder, Envantage
Inc., Highlands Rotary,
Jeremy Rosenkranz State
Farm Insurance, and
HomeTown Yard Talk.

To purchase tickets or
make a donation contact:
crosbyBFC@yahoo.com.

lots of Christmas display.
It is certainly to be an un-
usually long parade.

Last year the route went
north on FM 2100 turned
onto First Street, went to
Runneburg turned right
then to Pecan Street and
then returned to the Fair-
grounds via Church Street.

Kids to spot the Grinch
This year the Grinch is
expected to show in
Crosby disguised as Santa
and it seems only kids can
pick him out from the real
Santa. Keeping a
watchful eye on events
kids are being asked to
point at the Grinch if they
should see him and
others had better do as he
says for things to go
smoothly.
Just point and yell Grinch
though as it turns out this
is a good ole’ Grinch.

Crosby Parade,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Parade line up is at 5:00
p.m. and is open to the
Crosby public with prior
Chamber approval.

Most agree the best dis-
play will be the view from
the Fairgrounds on Main
Street.

Help support Crosby
Clothe-A-Child Program

and drop off new toys at
Turner Chevrolet, 21001
Crosby Fwy, Crosby, TX,
77532.

All toys will go to Cros-
by Clothe-A-Child Pro-
gram. The toy drive ends
December 8, 2018 with a
Toy Drive and 4x4 parade.

Santa in Highlands,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

HIGHLANDS –  A
mainstay tradition for the
area is the annual park
tree lighting and Santa’s
early visit brought in by
the Highlands Volunteer
Fire Dept. on a fire truck.

The Jolly Ole’ Elf ap-
pears Dec. 4 at 6:00 p.m.
and the community comes
out to chat and have the

kids tell him what they
want. Meanwhile, folks can
get photos of kids rapping
with Santa.

The Highlands-Lynch-
burg Chamber of Com-
merce will provide cookies
and goodies and the High-
lands Rotarians are offer-
ing the greatest hot
chocolate for all that at-

tend.
A parade of decorated

trees will line the gateway
to the park pavillion where
Santa photos will be tak-
en. All these exciting
events happen in front of
the Highlands Volunteer
Fire Dept. at 123 San Ja-
cinto St. in Highlands at
the Railroad Park.

Santa cames back to the Crosby-Huffman Chamber Of Commerce’s
Children’s Festival inside the Fairgrounds to have pictures made with the
local children. Free hotdogs and treats will be.on hand with vendors of
great gift ideas and carnival  rides, a climbing tower, a petting zoo and a
mechanical bull ride. in short it a kids’ pageant.


