
US EPA
The federal 
Environmental Protection 
Agency is the lead 
in dealing with the 
Superfund site. Congress 
has designated them with 
the responsibility to solve 
the problem.

PRP
Potential Responsible 
Parties include 
successors to the 
perpetrators of the Waste 
Pits. These include 
International Paper, and 
Waste Management.

US CONGRESS
Most legislators whose 
district includes the 
San Jacinto River, have 
expressed the need 
to remove the Waste 
Pits. This includes 
Congressmen Gene 
Green, Brian Babin, Ted 
Poe and others.

HARRIS COUNTY
County Attorney Vince 
Ryan led a lawsuit to 
make the Responsible 
Parties pay for 
remediation of the site. 
He won a $29.2 million 
dollar judgement to be 
spent on environmental 
improvements in the area.

SJRC/THEA
A Citizens movement, led by 
previous Highlands resident 
Jackie Young, has been the 
leading voice to have the 
Waste Pits totally removed. 
She heads San Jacinto River 
Coalition, and the new Texas 
Health and Environmental 
Alliance, Inc.

KEEPITCAPPED
A Citizens Group named 
San Jacinto Citizens 
Against Pollution located 
in Baytown has a web 
site espousing its belief 
that a permanent cap 
is the best solution. 
Thomas Knickerbocker 
is their attorney, but the 
leadership is anonymous.
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EPA leadership undergoes 
major changes in DC and TX
Agency says that emphasis on removing Waste Pits will remain

The beleagured head of 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency, Scott Pruitt, resigned 
his position on July 5th, only 
one day after attending a 4th of 
July event at the White House. 
President Trump accepted his 
resignation, and said that his 
assistant, Andrew Wheeler, 
would take over EPA as Acting 
Administrator.

Pruitt had befriended local 
Houston environmentalists 
such as Jackie Young of the 
SJRC, and Scott Jones of the 
GBF. It remains to be seen 
whether the new administrator 
will be as open and helpful on 
their local issues.

Pruitt had become 
well- known in Houston 
environmental circles, having 
visited the San Jacinto River 
Waste Pits in person, and 
placed their disposal on his 
“Top Ten” list of projects to 
receive his attention.

Pruitt’s tenure at the 
EPA was controversial 
from the beginning, and 
as he made a number of 
questionnable choices in 
his style of administration, 
he became a contant 
source of embarrassment 
to the President and his 
administration.

He had been questionned 
by Congressmen and the 
media about high travel 
spending, security team costs, 
dealings with lobbyists who 

he would have to rule on later, 
and misuse of government 
resources.

Even as his resignation 
took affect, the President wrote 
on Twitter “he has done an 
outstanding job.”

Trump was pleased with 
Pruitt’s efforts to reduce 
or eliminate regulations 
that the White House said 
curbed business growth. But 
opponents and environmental 
activists said that these 

roll-back of regulations 
endangered the environment 
and the health of the 
population.

Reportedly Pruitt resigned 
of his own accord, telling the 
president that because of the 
controversy around him, he 
didn’t want to be a distraction 
to the administration.

Trump moved immediately 
to name his successor, 
Deputy Administrator Andrew 
Wheeler. Wheeler had only 
been an executive at EPA for a 
little more than two months.

Wheeler promised to 
continue Trump’s agenda 
to roll back environmental 
regulations to the benefit of 
industry.

Industry observers said 
they did not expect any 
significant changes in the 
direction of the EPA, although 
Wheeler’s style might be more 
methodical and slower to 
change.

Wheeler is a former Senate 
staffer and EPA employee. He 
also has been a lobbyist for 
the coal mining and energy 
industry for a period of over a 
decade, casting doubt on his 
objectivity in these matters.

Pruitt had been the 
Attorney General for the 
state of Oklahoma prior to 
his appointment to the EPA 
chief. Records show that he 
spent most of his time at the 
EPA meeting with industry 
representatives in businesses 
that he regulated.

Pruitt also challenged most 
of the scientific data on climate 
change.

Wheeler has promised 
to be more transparent and 
outgoing with the public, 
noting his work on the 
Community Right-to-Know Act.

In an interview with the 
Washington Post, when asked 
how he feels about his new 
job, Wheeler said “I really do 
think that my background, at 
this point in time, that this is the 
right job for me.”

OUT
Scott Pruitt has resigned as 
head of the EPA

IN
Andrew Wheeler is the new 
acting head of the EPA

Anne Idsal is the new 
head of the EPA in 
Region 6 Dallas

Gary Miller, project 
manager for the San 
Jacinto Superfund site, 
is retiring

Gary Baumgarten, 
will replace Miller 
as Superfund project 
manager
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USArmy COE
The Army Corps of 
Engineers has completed 
Technical Studies on the 
Environmental impact of 6+ 
strategies to Cap or Remove 
the toxic wastes.
Their recommendations 
are included in a 237 page 
report, favoring a modified 
cap over removal, but 
stating either is possible.

TPWD
Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
was designated by the 
Legislature, with the help 
of Representative Wayne 
Smith, to administer $10 
million of the lawsuit 
settlement funds for 
environmental projects 
along the River.

HC PCT 2
Pct. 2 received $10 
million of the $29.2 million 
settlement, and plans to 
use it for environmental 
projects within 5 miles of 
the Waste Pits, according 
to Commissioner Jack 
Morman.

HARRIS COUNTY
Various departments 
are involved, including 
Grants Administration, 
Pollution Control, and 
Public Health.

GBF
Galveston Bay Foundation 
maintains a website 
with information on all 
of the Waste Pits parties 
actions, and other 
matters of interest to the 
environmental health of 
the River and Galveston 
Bay.

OTHERS
-- TCEQ
-- US Coast Guard
-- Private Attorneys
-- Houston Chronicle
-- City of Baytown
-- KRIV ch26
-- Star-Courier

Environmental  Warnings

PRPs continue rhetoric about 
capping the Superfund Site
Even during removal negotiations, the SanJacintoFacts.com website 
carries messages about the cap being a permanent solution
UPDATE ON STATUS OF THE 
SAN JACINTO RIVER WASTE 
PITS SITE:

7/20/18

CAP MAINTENANCE WORK 
NOW UNDER WAY AT SAN 
JACINTO WASTE PITS

    In response to sampling results 
submitted to EPA on June 28, a detailed 
maintenance work plan focusing on the 
northwestern area of the site’s northern 
impoundments was submitted to the 
Agency on July 6. EPA authorized the 
performance of initial field tests on July 
6 and provided final approval of the 
maintenance plan on July 12.
    The maintenance activities proposed 
by the Companies went beyond 
restoring those discreet areas requiring 
maintenance and recommended the 
placement of geotextile and geogrid 
panels, overlaid with 12 inches of rock 
armoring across the entire maintenance 
area to enhance the integrity and 
performance of the existing rock cap.
    Field tests to obtain data needed to 
model and test construction means and 
methods for effectively addressing the 
designated maintenance area were 
subsequently completed during the 
week of July 9. It was determined that 
this activity could be performed safely 
and in a timely manner via land. The 
data collected were shared with EPA.
    Equipment mobilization by a sub-
contractor firm specializing in this type 
of physical on-site work began Monday, 
July 16.
    Depending on weather, it is anticipated 
that this initiative will require at least two 
weeks for completion. EPA employees 
have been on site overseeing 
performance of this work.

4/9/2018
Statement from McGinnes 
Industrial Maintenance 
Corp. (MIMC) on EPA’s 
remedial design agreement 
announcement

MIMC has engaged constructively 
with the EPA throughout its process to 
identify the remedy for the San Jacinto 
Superfund site. We will continue to 
work collaboratively with the Agency 
and other responsible parties to ensure 
a safe, protective and effective remedial 
design for the site.

4/9/2018
Statement from International 
Paper (IP) on EPA’s 
remedial design agreement 
announcement

“The  company  is  committed  to 
protecting public health and the 
environment and we believe that 
remediation planning for the San Jacinto 
site must be rigorous, transparent 
and science-based and lead to 
engineering standards that will protect 
the river and the community. We look 
forward to continuing to work with 
the EPA and other stakeholders to 

perform the remedial design under the 
administrative order.”

12/4/2017
San Jacinto River Surface 
Water Data
To U.S. EPA Region 6:

As you prepare for the upcoming 
December 4 public meeting, 
Respondents request that EPA clarify 
statements – in the Record of Decision 
(ROD) and in recent news stories and 
public meetings – suggesting that 
higher concentrations of dioxins and 
furans in surface water above the TCRA 
cap indicate that the cap is “leaking.” 
Those statements are not accurate.

Higher concentrations of dioxins and 
furans in surface water above the TCRA 
cap than in surface water upstream of 
the TCRA cap is due to dioxins and 
furans from other sources and their 
presence in sediments within the 
Preliminary Site Perimeter. Those other 
sources include:

    direct discharge sources of dioxins and 
furans to surface water from a variety of 
permitted wastewater and stormwater 
outfalls in the immediate vicinity of the 
TCRA cap and other regional sources of 
dioxins and furans. Wastewater effluent 
and urban stormwater are known 
sources of dioxins and furans as well as 
PCBs (Paustenbach et al. 1996; Lubliner 
2009; Howell et al. 2011a; University of 
Houston and Parsons 2006)
    dioxin and furan concentrations in 
tidal water coming up from the Houston 
Ship Channel that are generally higher 
than those in upstream areas of the San 
Jacinto River.

These contributing factors are discussed 
in more detail in the submissions listed 
below, and include the Draft Interim 
Final Feasibility Study (Anchor QEA 
2014), the Remedial Investigation 
Report (Integral and Anchor QEA 2013), 
the 2016 Surface Water Sampling and 
Analysis Plan (Integral and Anchor QEA 
2016a), and the Data Summary Report: 
2016 Studies (Integral and Anchor QEA 
2016b).

The direct discharges include two 
permitted wastewater outfalls along 
the eastern shore of the San Jacinto 
River north of I-10 and within USEPA’s 
Preliminary Site Perimeter.

    One is along the eastern shoreline 
north of I-10 and is a stormwater outfall 
for a large area to the east and north 
(see Figure 3-21 from the RI). This 
stormwater outfall occurs directly to the 
east of the small island that is northeast 
of the impoundments north of I-10.
    The other is from the Baytown Water 
Treatment Authority, on the eastern 
shoreline directly north of I-10 and 
directly across from the TCRA cap.

Separately, porewater studies of the 
TCRA cap (Integral and Anchor QEA 
2013, Integral and Anchor QEA 2016b) 
have shown that the cap is effective is 
preventing migration to surface water 
of dioxins and furans in the capped 
materials. Please do not hesitate to 
contact me if you would like to discuss.

Court documents have shown that the PRPs (Potential 
Responsible Parties) were responsible for supporting the 
opposition to removing the Waste Pits.

QUOTES are taken from the 
website: sanjacintofacts.com


