
US EPA
The federal 
Environmental Protection 
Agency is the lead 
in dealing with the 
Superfund site. Congress 
has designated them with 
the responsibility to solve 
the problem.

PRP
Potential Responsible 
Parties include 
successors to the 
perpetrators of the Waste 
Pits. These include 
International Paper, and 
Waste Management.

US CONGRESS
Most legislators whose 
district includes the 
San Jacinto River, have 
expressed the need 
to remove the Waste 
Pits. This includes 
Congressmen Gene 
Green, Brian Babin, Ted 
Poe and others.

HARRIS COUNTY
County Attorney Vince 
Ryan led a lawsuit to 
make the Responsible 
Parties pay for 
remediation of the site. 
He won a $29.2 million 
dollar judgement to be 
spent on environmental 
improvements in the area.

SJRC/THEA
A Citizens movement, led by 
previous Highlands resident 
Jackie Young, has been the 
leading voice to have the 
Waste Pits totally removed. 
She heads San Jacinto River 
Coalition, and the new Texas 
Health and Environmental 
Alliance, Inc.

KEEPITCAPPED
A Citizens Group named 
San Jacinto Citizens 
Against Pollution located 
in Baytown has a web 
site espousing its belief 
that a permanent cap 
is the best solution. 
Thomas Knickerbocker 
is their attorney, but the 
leadership is anonymous.
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EPA will conduct on-site interviews 
September 11th and 12th
Interviews will be part of CIP (Community Involvement Plan)

The San Jacinto River Coalition 
heard updates from Jackie Young 
on the condition of the Waste Pits, 
at their last meeting on Tuesday, 
August 7th. In addition, Young 
announced that the EPA was re-
turning to Highlands to conduct 
one-on-one interviews.

Young also revealed that Con-
gressman Brian Babin had toured 
the Waste Pits site, along with EPA 
region 6 Superfund Manager John 
Meyer on July 22nd. This interest 
in the Superfund site by Babin was 
considered as a positive indicator 
for the project. Babin urged EPA 
in 2016 to remove the waste pits 
without delay. About this visit, 
he said “I have driven by here 
100 times, but this is actually the 
first time I’ve been on the ground 
here.”

Ms. Young announced that the 
EPA is returning to Highlands 
on September 11th and 12th, to 
conduct interviews of anyone that 
wants their opinion included in 
a report that is being prepared, 
known as the CIP, or Community 
Involvement Plan.

The Community Involvement 
Plan serves as a guide for the EPA 
in sharing information and provid-
ing opportunities for public input 
on site cleanup of the San Jacinto 
River Waste Pits Superfund site 
and other activities outlined in 
EPA’s October 11, 2017 Record of 
Decision (ROD).

The EPA is in the process of 
revising the San Jacinto River 
Waste Pits CIP, The updated CIP 
will identify areas of current in-
terest and potential concerns of 
the local community and other 

Congressman Brian Babin examines the Geofabric materials 
to be used in the ongoing repairs of the cap over the toxic waste 
pits in the San Jacinto River. Babin visited the site on July 20, 2018 
with EPA Region 6 Remedial Chief John Meyer.

Jackie Young shows samples 
of two types of Geofabrics that 
were used to cap the Waste Pits. 
The Geotextile in the foreground 
was used on most of the cap, 
and the Geogrid beyond was 
used on steep slopes where 
the fabric would not stay in 
positiion.

stakeholders at the site. To help 
update the CIP, the EPA will 
interview community members 
impacted by the site starting on 
September 11 in Highlands.

The EPA welcomes your 
feedback and suggestions on 
how to improve our communi-
cation efforts.  You are invited to 
share your thoughts with Janetta 
Coats, the San Jacinto River 
Waste Pits Superfund site Com-
munity Involvement Coordina-
tor, at  coats.janetta@epa.gov 
or 1-800.533.3508 (toll-free).

One-to-One interviews with 
Coats will take place Septem-
ber 11 from 1pm to 5pm, and 
Septemer 12 from 1pm to 7pm 
at the Highlands Community 
Center. On September 12th, 
there will be a Round Table Dis-
cussion, or summary session, 
from 5pm to 6pm. The public is 
invited to that session.

STATEMENT FROM 
EPA COORDINATOR
JANETTA COATS on 
CIP INTERVIEWS

We appreciate your 
willingness to participate in the 
interview process to update the 
San Jacinto 

River Waste Pits Community 
Involvement Plan (CIP).   The 
community interviews are 
conducted to gather information 
for the CIP.  The interviews are 
a way to meet with community 
members and learn about their 
site-related needs, concerns, 
and expectations, as well 
as how the community gets 
information and prefers to 
received information from EPA. 

The CIP is a required activity 
under the National Contingency 
Plan (NCP) to ensure the public 
appropriate opportunities for 
involvement is a wide variety to 
ensure public involvement.   We 
will interview a broad range 
of people in order to gain the 
greatest variety of perspectives 
about the site, including PRPs, if 
needed.  

In general the objective for 
the community interviews will 
include:

• identify community 
members to be interviewed

• identify issues/questions/ 
and concerns most important to 
community members

• Identify potential 
environmental justice issues
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USArmy COE
The Army Corps of 
Engineers has completed 
Technical Studies on the 
Environmental impact of 6+ 
strategies to Cap or Remove 
the toxic wastes.
Their recommendations 
are included in a 237 page 
report, favoring a modified 
cap over removal, but 
stating either is possible.

TPWD
Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
was designated by the 
Legislature, with the help 
of Representative Wayne 
Smith, to administer $10 
million of the lawsuit 
settlement funds for 
environmental projects 
along the River.

HC PCT 2
Pct. 2 received $10 
million of the $29.2 million 
settlement, and plans to 
use it for environmental 
projects within 5 miles of 
the Waste Pits, according 
to Commissioner Jack 
Morman.

HARRIS COUNTY
Various departments 
are involved, including 
Grants Administration, 
Pollution Control, and 
Public Health.

GBF
Galveston Bay Foundation 
maintains a website 
with information on all 
of the Waste Pits parties 
actions, and other 
matters of interest to the 
environmental health of 
the River and Galveston 
Bay.

OTHERS
-- TCEQ
-- US Coast Guard
-- Private Attorneys
-- Houston Chronicle
-- City of Baytown
-- KRIV ch26
-- Star-Courier

Environmental  Warnings

Wrist Band studies check 
exposure to toxins after 
Hurricane Harvey

EPA comments
on CIP one-on-
one meetings
continued

• identify most important 
communications outlets 
(newspapers, websites, blogs 
etc., most commonly used).  
      • people the community 
trust        

• identify unmet needs in the 
community 

Group interviews, telephone, 
and focus groups in conjunction 
with individual interviews may 
be  conducted.    

The following dates have 
been secured at the Highland 
Community Center/Highland, 
Texas to schedule individual 
and group discussions:

September 11, 2018                       
1pm  until  5:00 pm
September 12, 2018                       
1pm  until  7:00 pm
Round Table Discussion:
September 12, 2018                       
5:00 pm until 6:00 pm

We will not have a power 
point presentation.    The 
interviews will be a questions 
and answers discussions.

You will be contacted via 
phone or email in advance to 
schedule an appoint during 
the times identified above.   
All interviewees names are 
confidential and will not be used 
in the CIP. 

Although it may or may not 
take an hour for each interview, 
we would like to allow enough 
time to answer any additional 
questions you may have during 
the interview.  After all the 
interviews are completed, a 
summary will be prepared 
and provided in the CIP in 
the Community Needs and 
Concerns section of the CIP.

Silicone Wristbands were worn by 
partipants for one week, to register 
any toxins they were exposed to.

Peter Hoffman of Oregon State 
University presented the study 
results to the San Jacinto River 
Coalition.

Oregon State University sent a team of researchers to Houston after 
Hurricane Harvey, to test for exposure to 1530 known chemicals. Lane 
Tidwell, left, and Diana Rohlman, right, were two of the Oregon State team.

After Hurricane Harvey, 
Oregon State University’s 
Department of Environmental 
and Molecular Toxicology send 
a research team to Houston, to 
ascertain the threat to human 
health from exposure to toxins 
in the water, soil and air. They 
worked with Texas A&M, and 
THEA to gather the results.

Data was collected by using 
passive wristband samplers to 
determine personal chemical 
exposure after the flooding.

These wristbands can 
measure up to 1,530 different 
chemicals. 41 Superfund sites 
in Houston were affected by the 
hurricane, and 13 of these were 
flooded.

Although the study was 
conducted throughout the 
Houston area, a subset of 32 
people were recruited from the 
Highlands area, and of these 27 
returned their wristbands and 
had them analyzed.

Researchers looked for 1,530 
chemicals found in several 
different chemical classes. 
Some chemicals are included 
in more than one class. For 
example, triclosan is found in 
both personal care products 
and is considered a pesticide. 
On average, each person had 28 
chemicals in their wristband. 

They measured chemicals 
at the nanogram level, which is 
a very small amount. However, 
they are still learning how much 
of a chemical is needed to 
cause a negative health effect.

Of the Highlands sample 
group, 119 chemicals were 
found across all 27 wristbands. 
1411 chemicals were not 
detected.

Of the chemical types, 
Endorine disruptors are found 
in many groups, including 
pesticides, flame retardants and 

personal care products.
Industrial chemicals include 

phthalates, commonly found in 
plastics.

An average of 28 chemcials 
were detected in each 
wristband. The lowest was 12 
chemicals in a wristband and 
the highest was 43 chemicals in 
a wristband.

People were mostly exposed 
to endocrine disruptors, 
followed by industrial chemicals 
and chemicals found in personal 
care products.

NO Dioxins, Furans or PCBs 
(Pollychlorinated biphenyls) 
were detected in any of the 
samples. 

However, the researchers 
cautioned that might only mean 
that residents in the Highlands 

group were not directly in 
contact with toxins.

Future work by the team will 
track chemical exposures over 
time. They are expected back 
in the next month, one year after 
Hurricane Harvey.

Pam Bonta suggested 
that after the hurricane, many 
people spent time cleaning 
sediment, and wading in flood 
water. Therefore they might 
have been exposed to toxins 
after the period they wore their 
wristbands.

The research team 
cautioned that currently there 
are no regulations for many of 
these chemicals in the air. As a 
results it is difficult to know how 
much of a chemical is needed to 
cause health effects.


