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EVENTS
TUE. JAN. 29
JOINT PAIN
SEMINAR
The Houston
Methodist Joint
Program in Baytown
has the expertise in
joint replacement
surgery. Seminar to
take place Tuesday,
Jan. 29, 2019 from 6-
7 pm. at 4401 Garth
Rd. in Baytown, Main
Conference Room.

SAT., FEB. 2
BRAS FOR THE
CAUSE
A fundraiser for
breast cancer pa-
tients, to be held at
the Southern Lakes
Estate in Crosby.

SAT., FEB. 9
VALENTINE’S GALA
Campaign Fundraiser
for Sherman Eagle-
ton Black Tie, Jeans
and Boots dinner
and presentations
contact Ricky Larkin
at 281-726-2842 for
tickets, info.

WED., FEB. 20
CROSBY CHAMBER
ANNUAL AWARDS
 Crosby-Huffman
Chamber Annual
Awards Banquet &
Board Installation,
Wednesday, February
20,  6:30 pm to 9
pm. Hilton Garden
Inn Baytown, Tickets
$50/person at
chamber office 281-
3286984.

BIRTHDAYS
Jan 25--Jeffrey Langham
Jan 26--Ida Mueller

Charles Johnson
Jan 27--Ashley Almanza

JoAnn Blaskey
William R. Patterson
Tyler Wingate
Jarret Cutbirth
John Martin

Jan 28--Cindy Fikes
Johnnie Stotts

Jan 29--Scott Marshall
Michael Wettstein

Jan 30--Riley Chambers,
Jr.

DEATHS
Bobbie and Ronnie Otis

Joint Pain Seminar – Drive the 2019 Silverado
Page 8

Artist’s Showcase:

Now in our New Offices
1500 E. Wallisville Road
Highlands, TX 77562

WESTON G. COTTEN
Attorney at Law

O. 281/421-4050
F. 281/533-6032

weston@westoncotten.com
281-328-4377

TurnerChevroletCrosby.com

✯
IN THE
STARS

These stories
in the PRESS:
•Dredge in San Jacinto
River
• Cedar Bayou Apache
Project
• Mont Belvieu City Park
new charging station
......And more, Page 3

AUTO & HOME INSURANCE
Jeremy Rosenkranz, State Farm Agent

440 S. Main Street, Highlands, TX 77562
281-426-3512

www.jeremyrosenkranz.com

STAR-COURIER PHONES: 713-266-3444 • E-MAIL: GRAFIKSTAR @ AOL.COM • FAX: 713-977-1188

Crosby pile-up
injures 4 kids

Eagleton working
Best Practices

HIGHLANDS

Sandwiched between a speeding car and a
waiting car four children were injured inside in
last Saturday’s wreck on FM 2100. Speeding and
lack of seatbelt restraint faulted.

CROSBY – A four ve-
hicle accident at about
8:45 p.m. last Saturday,
January 19, at the east
access to US 90 on FM
2100 injured a dozen
people, five of them were
children.

According to Harris
County Sheriff Ed
Gonzales, “Four children
were injured in the vehi-
cle at the time of the
crash. The only one
wearing a seatbelt was
in the front of the vehi-
cle. One went by Life
Flight, looks like he will
survive. Was seated in
the back left, remarkable
he survived. By state law,
children must be re-
strained appropriately
at all times when travel-
ling in a car, these types
of accidents stress the
importance of that.”

Witnesses say seven
victims were taken to the
hospital by three
HCESD#5 Ambulances,
the EMS service for
Crosby, and one child
went by helicopter to
Memorial Hermann
Hospital. The rest of the
injured declined trans-
port.

Harris County Sher-
iff ’s Traffic Investigators
say the cause of the acci-

dent was that one wom-
an failed to control
speed collided with a car
filled with unrestrained
by seatbelt children in
the back seat. Investiga-
tors say that 42- year-
old woman was driving
a 2015 Chevrolet Cama-
ro in the 13549 block of
F.M. 2100.

“As the female driver
was approaching a 2014
Dodge Dart driven by a
30-year-old male.  The
Camaro, failing to stop
in time, struck the back
end of the Dart at a high
rate of speed. A 7-year-
old child that was sitting
behind the driver was
unresponsive as depu-
ties and EMS personnel
arrived. The child’s con-
dition is good and ex-
pected to make a full
recovery.”

The female driver was
issued a citation for fail-
ure to control speed.
Traffic deputies are still
investigating the male
driver as to why the chil-
dren were unrestrained
in the vehicle.

In fact, all the details
of the four car pile up
are still under investiga-
tion by the Harris Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Traffic
Division.

Precinct 3 Constable Sherman Eagleton stands behind new Assistant Chief
B. Jorey Herrscher, Captain Issac Villarreal, Captain Henry Elkin, legendary
Sergeant Terry Ganey, Major Rick Larkin, Chief Deputy Kirk Bonsal having
come from the District Attorney’s Office, Major David Jones, out front is
Harris County Sheriff’s Office Director Jacqueline D. Fortune of the
Community Engagement Division at the Crosby-Huffman Chamber of
Commerce luncheon at Stonebridge at Newport Clubhouse. Over a century
and a half of law enforcement experience at one table.

See Eagleton working best, continued on Page 6

Chili Feast set for Feb. 2

These Lady Rotarians remind you to buy your ticket while there are still a
few available, to the Rotary Chili Feast, scheduled for Saturday, Feb. 2 at
the Catholic Church social hall. Pictured Denise Smith, Sheila McDonald,
Betty Brewer, Rose Smith, and Patricia Scott. You can contact any of these
ladies or other Rotarians and local businesses. A limited number of tickets
may be available at the door on Saturday. First Prize in the raffle is a new
car from Turner Chevrolet.

Ruben Lopez Firefighter of the Year

See Firefighter of the Year, Page 2

Ruben Lopez, Jr. second from left, receives his Firefighter
of the Year Award. Pictured from left, Assistant Chief Mike
Carsner, Lopez, Fire Chief Harvey Little, and ESD #14 board
president Jim Strouhal.

HIGHLANDS– Recog-
nition and thanks for ser-
vice was the theme for the
annual Highlands Volun-
teer Fire Department
awards banquet, held last
Saturday evening at Mon-
ument Inn.

ESD#14 president Jim
Strouhal presented the
Firefighter of the Year
award to Ruben Lopez, Jr.

This award is given in
memory of Cecil Kelly, who
volunteered with the High-
lands VFD for over 42
years before retiring in
1996. The recipient chosen
by vote of the membership
is a firefighter who per-
formed above and beyond
the call of duty.

A large crowd of firemen
and families, friends, com-

munity supporters, and board members at-
tended the dinner. Fire Chief Harvey Little
emceed the ceremony, introducing awards,
guests, and honorees.

Chief Little reviewed the history of the de-
partment for 2018. He noted that there were
a total of 2771 calls for service, compared with
last year’s 2827. Of these 2018 were EMS calls
compared with 1965 the previous year. Life
Flight was called 20 times, compared with 22
last year.  There were 720 calls for fire re-
sponses, compared with 864 in 2016. The de-
partment responded to 157 Motor Vehicle
Accidents in 2017, compared to 151 the pre-
vious year.

Chief Little reported on accomplishments
in the training of members. The department
received a grant from the Texas Forestry Ser-
vice to purchase a forcible entry training door,
simulated smoke machine for search and res-
cue training. Using HVFD equipment, the de-
partment held training sessions at the
Houston Fire Department facility.
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Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2018 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: cri.tax.jhinson@gmail.com
SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1979 - OPEN ALL YEAR!

Maximum Tax Savings

281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide,

Hospice Services
*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.
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HIGHLANDS Fire Dept. presents 2018 Awards

ELECTED OFFICERS included Kyle Little, Guy
Gauthier, Ruben Lopez, Daniel Grabill (not
pictured), and Assistant Chief Mike Carsner, and
Chief Harvey Little

TOP TEN RESPONDERS, right to left, Ruben Lopez 393, Guy
Gauthier 305, Patrick Brown 269 (not pictured), Christofer
Contreres 192, Nate Scott 180, Tim Covington 130, Wayne
Speaks 130, Ryan Lopez 117, Ryan Hotchkiss 106, and
Benjamine Hackler 93 (not pictured).

MASCOTS (L to R) Mike Carsner,
2018 Mascot Cullen Little, 2019
Mascot Daveah Asher, and Chief
Little.

25 YEAR AWARD, to
Bobby Birdsong.

35 YEAR AWARD, to
Tracy Neathery

BUSINESS OF THE YEAR
AWARD to Bubba’s Bait
Shop, Guy Gauthier Sr.,
and Pamela Gauthier.

HIGHLANDS VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 2019 includes 64 members plus 19 retired. These are the firefighters and EMS personnel
that were present at the Awards Banquet.

HIGHLANDS
VOLUNTEER FIRE
DEPARTMENT

The EMS depart-
ment has purchased
new intubation equip-
ment which improves
first attempts by 100%.

Membership in the
HVFD stands at 64. 35
regular, 5 apprentices,
19 retirees (not in the
total), 6 EMS full time
paid, and 18 EMS part-
time paid.

Station #27 now is
staffed with a night
duty fire crew, and
ESD#14 monthly meet-
ings have moved to the
new building.

Se r v i ce  Awards
were presented to
members of the de-
par tment .    Other
awards presented by
Chief Little included
Citizen of the Year, to
David Sellers, and Busi-
ness of the Year, to
Bubba’s Bait  Shop.
Rookie of the Year was
presented to Matthew
Bennett.
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Sen. Creighton
appointed
Chairman of the
Senate Committee
on Higher
Education for the
86th Legislative
Session

Senator Creighton
receives the first
chairmanship of a standing
Senate committee of his
Senate career

AUSTIN, TX – January
18, 2019, Lieutenant
Governor Dan Patrick
released Senate committee
appointments for the 86th
Legislative session. Senator
Creighton (R-Conroe) was
one of the selected
Senators to serve in a
leadership position.
Senator Creighton will
serve on the following
committees:

•Senate Committee on
Higher Education, Chair

•Senate Committee on
Water & Rural Affairs, Vice
Chair

•Senate Committee on
Business & Commerce

•Senate Committee on
State Affairs

•Senate Committee on
Property Tax

 "I look forward to
serving in a big role this
session. I appreciate Lt.
Governor Patrick for
entrusting me with the duty
of leading the Senate
Committee on Higher
Education as well as
appointing me to these
other powerful
committees," said Senator
Creighton. "Issues
regarding higher education
are important in today's
booming Texas economy. It
is imperative that our
institutions of higher
education are producing
the best and greatest minds
in the world to match the
growing job market
demand."

 Although Senator
Creighton has served as a
chairman of Senate
committees and other
leadership positions in the
past, this is the first time he
will chair a permanent,
standing committee that
exists during a legislative
session. The Senate
Committee on Higher
Education handles all
issues related to post-
secondary education.
Senator Creighton will also
serve as the vice-chairman
of the Senate Committee on
Water & Rural Affairs.

 "I am also looking
forward to vice-chairing the
Senate Committee on
Water & Rural Affairs," said
Senator Creighton. "In the
wake of Hurricane Harvey
and other major flooding
events, this is a great
opportunity to bring
meaningful reforms to flood
control and mitigation for
the hardest hit communities
in my district and across the
state."

In the 85th Legislative
Session, Senator Creighton
served on the Senate
Committees on: Business
and Commerce (vice
chair); State Affairs,
Agriculture, Water & Rural
Affairs; Transportation; and
Criminal Justice.

 "Today's appointments
are a victory for the citizens
of southeast Texas," said
Senator Creighton. "I am
excited now to get to work
and continue being a
strong advocate for Senate
District 4."

SENATOR BRANDON
CREIGHTON represents
District 4, which
encompasses parts of
Montgomery, Harris,
Chambers, Jefferson and
Galveston Counties.

Cedar Bayou Apache
Lane flooding project
presented to the public

EAST HARRIS COUN-
TY – On January 16 the
Harris County Flood Con-
trol District held a meet-
ing at the San Jacinto
Community Center in
Highlands, to inform the
public about partnering
with the Harris County
Precinct 2 Engineering
Department to address
flooding issues in residen-
tial neighborhoods in un-
incorporated regions of
Harris County with focus
on stormwater drainage
improvements and to re-
ceive input from the pub-
lic.

Reid Mrsny,a Public
Engineer with Harris
County, points out that his
group is working to find
solutions for flooding is-
sues on Apache Lane near-
est to Cedar Bayou.

Voters approved $2.5
billion in bonds to finance
flood damage reduction
projects within the coun-
ty.  The county is moving
forward with planning
and construction of
projects with bond fund-
ing, making effort to make
transparent those projects

January 17, 2019, Bay-
town, Texas – United
Way of Greater Baytown
Area & Chambers Coun-
ty (UW) anticipates at
least $3,300,000 will be
requested for agency pro-
gram funding. This is up
18%, or $508,727, more
than in the prior year.
Each year, the number of
funding requests and
amount has grown. “For
nearly 75 years, agencies
have relied on United
Way to help fund their
programs and opera-
tions,” said Daryl Fon-
tenot, President, Board of
Directors. “In recent
years, the funding for
programs has become
more diversified for local
programs, but there con-
tinues to be heavy reli-
ance on United Way.” The
campaign is ongoing and
donations are needed to
provide more funding to
local programs. For the
current year, there are 25
agencies receiving grant
funding for 33 local pro-
g r a m s ,  t o t a l i n g
$2,006,440.

The community impact
grant funding process is
currently underway. An
announcement for fund-
ing will be made no later
than June 2019.  Commu-
nity Impact grants are
how your UW invests in
local programs providing
services in the Baytown
area,  Highlands and
Chambers County. Fund-
ing decisions are made by
volunteers through an
annual competitive appli-
cation process.  Volun-
teers review each grant
application and meet
with agency representa-
tives to discuss the re-
q u e s t  f o r  p r o g r a m
funding. They use an ob-
jective scoring tool that
looks at program out-
comes, budget, and align-
ment to UW’s funding
goals, and general activi-
ties related to the pro-
g r a m .  E a c h  a g e n c y

R e s i d e n t s  o f  M o n t
Belvieu can now take a
break in shade at its city
park while harnessing en-
ergy from the sun to charge
up their portable devices.

 Thanks to a generous
donation from Covestro, a
new solar-powered charg-
ing station  using state-of-
the-art technology was
unveiled Monday, January
21 with leaders from the
city and the company.

“We encourage diverse
thinking and creative
problem solving that em-
bodies Covestro’s new vi-
sion ‘to make the world a
brighter place,’ which in-
cludes incorporating sus-
t a i n a b i l i t y  i n  e v e r y
element of our strategy,”
said Rod Herrick, Covestro
Vice President and Site
Manager. “This solar-pow-
ered charging station helps
make the world we live in
brighter by reducing our

United Way receives
$3.3 million in
funding requests

reports on fundraising ef-
forts and volunteer re-
cruitment.  They are
encouraged to seek fund-
ing from multiple sourc-
es and focus on good
governance through a
volunteer board of direc-
tors. The final score is
then used to determine
which programs to fund
and the amount of each
award. Awards are limit-
ed by the amount of funds
available through the an-
nual campaign.

United Way’s funding
goals:

• Education has two
goals. 1) improve access
for all children to quality
early childhood educa-
tion, and 2) engage and
educate teens and young
adults about higher edu-
cation.

• Financial Stability’s
goal is to support servic-
es that create opportuni-
ties to improve financial
stability related to: in-
creasing financial litera-
cy, stable housing &
homelessness, increasing
job skills and employabil-
ity, and increasing life-
long household earnings.

• Health has two goals:
1) increase the availabil-
ity of healthy food choic-
es for those accessing food
pantries and identify best
practices to achieve a
healthy community by
making healthy choices
related to disease preven-
tion, 2) ensure access for
those in crisis to efficient
and effective services and
increase availability and
knowledge of mental
health care for all.

For  more  than  70
years, United Way of the
Greater Baytown Area &
Chambers County has
tackled our community’s
most difficult issues in
the areas of education, fi-
nancial stability and
health.  For more infor-
mation about your Unit-
ed Way, visit:
www.unitedwaygbacc.org

Covestro and Mont Belvieu dedicate solar
powered charging station at City Park

See Charging Station,
Page 6

Residents at the Harris County Flood Control District
meeting study information handouts, while others lis-
ten to a presentation of the proposal.

Covestro representatives and City Officials unveil charging station.

environmental impact and
is a testament to our dedi-
cation to this effort.”

The picnic table-style
installation seats four com-
fortably is located between

the park’s playgrounds
and splash pad and fea-
tures a table with bench
seats with a solar panel
shade over the top.

 The solar station is a
fully engineered true off-
grid solar powered charg-
ing station.  It is equip
with a power design that

delivers dependable year
round charging power even
with days of cloudy weath-
er.

 The charging station
has eight USB ports, four
120V outlets, timer-oper-
ated LED flood lights, and
a charge meter that allows
park patrons to check the
current charge capacity of
the unit. Park patrons can
use it to support charging
tablets, laptops, cameras
and other electronic devic-
es.

 The solar-powered unit
was unveiled as leaders
ceremoniously plugged in
their electronic devices uti-
lizing the sun’s energy –
even on the cloudy day.

“This is a wonderful ad-
dition to City Park and a
true benefit to our resi-
dents. We are so thankful

HARRIS COUNTY PRECINCT 2 Infrastructure Director Jeremy Phillips, left, talks
with residents of the area, while Harris County Engineer Reid Mrsnya, right,  pre-
sents details of the drainage proposals to the audience.

to residents.
This meeting is listed

on the Harris County
Flood Control District
website  and information
can be obtained and com-
ments made at
www.hcfcd.org/E12, the
district’s website.

Stormwater drainage
was discussed with what
engineers believe are the
best remedies and they
heard residents express
what they believe are
stormwater problems and

potential improvements.
Internal neighborhood

drainage systems and re-
lated infrastructure that
move flood water to major
drainage channels or bay-
ous were explored. Munic-
ipalities typically handle
internal drain systems
like underground sewer
systems and roadside
ditches.

A presentation proceed-
ed an open house discus-
sion with the project team.
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By Richard Lee

(AUSTIN) — January
16, 2019 – The Senate
will put more money
towards education,
mental health and
transportation, accord-
ing to the chamber's
chief budget writer,
Finance Committee
Chair and Flower
Mound Senator Jane
Nelson. The state is in
better shape economical-
ly than in January 2017,
where state revenue
collections had de-
creased nearly a percent
over the previous
biennium. Less revenue
means a tighter budget,
but that's not the case
this session, with strong
economic growth leading
to nearly $120 billion in
available general
revenue, according to
the Comptroller's office.
That's up from a little
less than $105 billion
two years ago. The
budget filed late Tues-
day is an increase of
$8.4 billion over last
biennium, for a total of
$112 billion in general,
non-dedicated revenue
for state services in 2020
and 2021.

In a statement
released Tuesday,
Nelson said that past
conservative budgets
have left the state in
great economic shape
today. "Our commitment
to fiscal responsibility is
paying major dividends,
affording us an opportu-
nity to secure the Texas
miracle for generations
to come. This budget
makes targeted invest-
ments in education,
including a well-de-
served pay raise for
Texas teachers, and
continues our work on
transportation, mental
health and other key
priorities," her state-
ment read.

The Senate's budget
includes more funding
for public education,
including $3.7 billion for
a $5000 across-the-
board teacher pay raise
and $2.4 billion to fund
enrollment growth of
about 65,000 new
students. It also in-
cludes $2.3 billion to
reduce reliance on
property taxes and
recapture, known more
commonly as the "Robin
Hood" system of public
school finance. Finally,
it would earmark $230
million to maintain
current premiums and
benefits for retired
teachers.

For health and
human services, the
Senate budget would
spend a total of $7.5

billion across 21 state
agencies to improve
access to mental health
care and reduce wait-
lists. It would fund
women's health pro-
grams at a record level
of $285 million and
would include funding to
maintain current
caseloads at Child
Protective Services.

The Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation
would get more money,
nearly half a billion
dollars, raising the total
appropriation for the
agency that oversees
planning and construc-
tion of state transporta-
tion infrastructure to
$31.2 billion. State
parks and historical
sites would get more
money under the Senate
plan, with all sporting
goods sales tax collec-
tions going to the Texas
Department of Parks
and Wildlife and the
Texas Historical Com-
mission.

Because the Legisla-
ture budgets for the
future, every session
lawmakers have to
reconcile accounts
between projected costs
and revenues and actual
costs and revenues. This
session, the Senate will
consider $4.2 billion for
that purpose as detailed
in the supplemental
appropriations bill, SB
500. That includes $1
billion for Harvey
disaster recovery, $2.1
billion for the Medicaid
Shortfall and $600
million to address
pension shortfalls for
teachers and state
employees. It would
draw $2.5 billion out of
the state's Economic
Stabilization Fund to
help pay for these and
other expenses.

The Governor must
sign a budget before the
Legislature leaves in
late May, and what
passes will be the result
of negotiations between
the House and Senate.
In 2017, the Senate
proposed spending $103
billion that January, but
the final budget signed
by the Governor totaled
almost $108 billion. This
year, the House filed
budget would spend
$115 billion, about $3
billion more than the
Senate. Both chambers
historically pass their
appropriations bill by
late March or early April
in order to give House
and Senate negotiators
enough time to reconcile
the two versions of the
state budget for the next
two years.

The Senate will
reconvene Tuesday,
January 22 at 11 a.m.

TEXAS SENATE NEWS RETURNS FOR

THE 2019 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Finance Chair lays out
Budget Highlights

AUSTIN — Public offi-
cials and private citizens
gathered at the south steps
of the state Capitol on Jan.
15 to for a day’s worth of
inaugural events, most no-
tably the administering of
oaths of office to Gov. Greg
Abbott and Lt. Gov. Dan
Patrick, who were reelect-
ed to four-year terms in
November.

In his inaugural ad-
dress, Gov. Abbott predict-
ed the 86th regular session
of the Texas Legislature,
which convened on Jan. 8,
would be “transformative.”
He said that with the help
of Lt. Gov. Patrick and
newly elected House
Speaker Dennis Bonnen,
leadership would “usher in
a new era for children,
teachers and taxpayers.”

 “We must finally rein in
skyrocketing property tax-
es in Texas,” Abbott said.
“To fix this, Texas must
limit the ability of taxing
authorities to raise your
property taxes. At the
same time, Texas must end
unfunded mandates on cit-
ies and counties. And tax-
payers should be given the
power to fire their proper-
ty tax appraiser.”

Abbott touched on a list
of other topics, such as job
growth, the state’s low un-
employment rate, the im-
portance of public
education and public edu-
cation reform, the need for
teacher pay raises and bet-
ter teacher retirement, en-
hanced school safety and
progress in natural disas-
ter recovery efforts.

Lt. Gov. delivers
remarks

Patrick echoed Abbott’s
call to operate as a unit
with Speaker Bonnen.

“The people of Texas
didn’t elect us to be silent
on things that matter,”
Patrick said. “They elected
us to work together and do
what is right for the peo-
ple of Texas. We have a
moment in time, right now,
to set the stage for an even
greater Texas for future
generations. It is within
our grasp. The elections
are over for now — we will
have them again in two
years to air out our differ-
ences — but for right now,
it’s time for us to work to-
gether for all of the people
of Texas. I intend to do my
part.”

Patrick announced that
Sen. Jane Nelson, R-Flow-
er Mound, chair of the Sen-

State’s top elected officials
take oaths of office at
inauguration

ate Finance Committee,
has filed Senate Bill 3,
which he called “the first
across-the-board pay in-
crease for Texas teachers
in nearly 20 years.” SB 3,
he said, would give every
one of Texas’ 350,000
teachers a $5,000 raise be-
ginning in the next school
year, and that would be the
first step in increasing the
base pay of teachers by
$10,000. Patrick added
that Nelson also had filed
Senate Bill 1, the state
budget, legislation that in-
cludes $3.7 billion to fund
the teacher pay raise.

Panel chairs are
named

Patrick, who presides
over the state Senate, on
Jan. 18 made public his
selection of 16 committee
chairs and members of
each panel.

The appointments, he
said, “reflect the proven
leadership, commitment,
solid work ethic and wide
range of expertise of the 31
senators who have been
elected by the people of
Texas to represent them.”
Complete lists of panel
members may be found at
www.senate.texas.gov.
These are chairs and vice
chairs for each panel:

— Agriculture: Kel Se-
liger, R-Amarillo, and Jose
Rodriguez, D-El Paso;

— Administration: Bry-
an Hughes, R-Mineola, and
Pat Fallon, R-Prosper;

— Business & Com-
merce: Kelly Hancock, R-
North Richland Hills, and
Robert Nichols, R-Jackson-
ville;

— Criminal Justice:
John Whitmire, D-Hous-
ton, and Joan Huffman, R-
Houston;

— Education: Larry
Taylor, R-Friendswood,
and Eddie Lucio Jr., D-
Brownsville;

— Finance: Jane Nel-
son, R-Flower Mound, and
Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa, D-
McAllen;

— Health & Human
Services: Lois Kolkhorst,
R-Brenham, and Charles
Perry, R-Lubbock;

— Higher Education:
Brandon Creighton, R-
Conroe, and Royce West,
D-Dallas;

— Intergovernmental
Relations: Eddie Lucio Jr.,
and Charles Schwertner,
R-Georgetown;

— Natural Resources &
Economic Development:
Brian Birdwell, R-Gran-
bury, and Judith Zaffirini,
D-Laredo;

— Nominations: Dawn
Buckingham, R-Lakeway,
and Kirk Watson, D-Aus-
tin;

— Property Tax: Paul
Bettencourt, R-Houston,
and freshman Angela Pax-
ton, R-McKinney;

— State Affairs: Joan
Huffman, and Bryan
Hughes;

— Transportation: Rob-
ert Nichols and Kelly Han-
cock;

— Veterans Affairs &
Border Security: Donna
Campbell, R-New Braun-
fels, and Bob Hall, R-Edge-
wood; and

— Water & Rural Af-
fairs: Charles Perry, and
Brandon Creighton.

Jobless rate stays
low

December was the
104th consecutive month
of positive employment
growth, the Texas Work-
force Commission report-
ed Jan. 18.

Texas gained some
38,000 seasonally adjust-
ed non-farm positions dur-
ing the month, pegging the
unemployment rate at 3.7
percent and maintaining
the same historic 43-year
low the state has enjoyed
since October 2018.

The Midland Metropol-
itan Statistical Area re-
corded December’s lowest
unemployment rate
among Texas MSAs with a
non-seasonally adjusted
rate of 2.1 percent, fol-
lowed by the Amarillo
MSA and Odessa MSA,
which tied for the second
lowest with a rate of 2.6
percent. The Austin-
Round Rock MSA record-
ed the third lowest rate of
2.7 percent.

Home
Country
By Slim Randles

    “Well,” said Steve,
polishing off the last of
his coffee, “what should
we discuss this fine
morning?”

  “I’m awful glad you
asked, ol’ pard,” came
the cheerful voice of
Windy Wilson, emerg-
ing through the swing-
ing doors that came
from the kitchen of the
Mule Barn truck stop.
“Yessir. Awful glad.”

  Steve and the other
members of the world
dilemma think tank
looked in amazement as
this old camp cook and
cowboy came over with
the coffee pot and
topped off their coffee
mugs. Windy had found
a dish towel and
wrapped it around his
waist, too.

  “Windy?” said Doc.
“Mighty fine-looking
dish towel you’re
wearing.”

  “Thanks, Doc. I
cornsider it the aplex of
dining room fashion for
a volunteer coffee guy.
Took me a while to talk
Loretta into lettin’ me
wear it, howsomever. I
guess she ain’t up on
dining room fashions.”

  “Let me guess,” said
Doc. “This must be your
helping day, right?”

  “Right as grain,
Doc,” Windy said,
cheerfully. “I thought
about it and decisioned
I’d devote my helpin’
day to the good ol’ Mule
Barn.”

  We all knew Windy
dedicated one day each
week to helping others.
This sometimes meant
helping them when
they really didn’t need
it, but hey, the older
folks in our town get
some trash picked up in
the yard and some
kindling split. You
know.

  “So fer a conserva-
tional subject this
sparklin’ a.m.,” Windy
said, “I believe I’d
meanderate through
the mystericals of
ancient history, begin-
nin’ with them Egypt
guys. Whadda ya
think?”

  “Might just do that,
Windy,” said Steve.
“But if you don’t mind
me asking, why are you
helping out with the
coffee in here rather
than cleaning up
somebody’s yard.”

  Windy looked
around to see if the
other 43 people in the
café could hear, then
leaned down toward
Steve. “Lot warmer in
here than it is in
somebody’s yard, and
thassa fact.”

-----
Brought to you by Ol’

Max Evans, the First
Thousand Years,
available at
www.unmpress.com.
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NOW HIRING
We are currently seeking
experienced CNAs and
LVNs  for our day and
evening shifts.  Evening
shifts are eligible for a
shift differential and both
shifts receive a weekend
differential.

Zumba Gold
Friday, February 1,

2019, 10:15 a.m.- 11:15
a.m. New exercise dance
class!! Great for begin-
ners!!  Come and learn
some new dance moves to
some great music!! Enter-
taining and fun for every-
body!!

Sweetheart Dance
Saturday, February 2,

2019 from 6 p.m.-9 p.m.
Open to Mothers and Fa-
thers, Sons and Daugh-
ters!!! Snacks, drinks, DJ,
cotton candy, and door
prizes. Bring your camera
to take pictures with our
photo booth.  Tickets are
$7.00 in advance or $10 at
the door.  Tickets can be
purchased in advance via
paypal@kerri.almendarez
@pct2.hctx.net.

Bean Bag Baseball
Monday, February 4,

2019 10:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.
Come join the fun while
you toss bean bags and
score a homerun!! Two
teams and the competition
gets pretty hot!! New to
May Center this year!!

May Community Cen-
ter's free intergeneration-
al programs are part of
Harris County Precinct 2
Commissioner Adrian Gar-
cia educational and recre-
ational commitment to
Harris County residents.
May Community Center is
a Precinct 2 Community
Center located at 2100
Wolf Road, Huffman
77336. Office hours are
Monday through Friday
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. For
more information regard-
ing classes or other Center
programs please call (713)
274-2434.

Memorial Services for
Bobbie Marie Otis and her
beloved husband, Ronald
Lee Otis, both age 79, of
Broaddus, Texas will be
held at 11 a.m. Thursday,
January 24, 2019, at the
First Baptist Church in
Broaddus.  A second ser-
vice will be held at 11 a.m.,
Saturday, January 26,
2019, at Sterling White
Funeral Home in High-
lands, Texas.  Visitation
begins at 10 a.m.  Dr. W.
Wayne Barth, will officiate
both services.

Bobbie and Ronald
passed from this life into
the arms of Jesus on Jan-
uary 18, 2019 in San Au-
gustine County, Texas.

Bobbie was born Febru-
ary 8, 1939, in Muskogee,
Oklahoma to the late
Edythe Marie (Berry)

Community
Center offers
special events

Bobbie and Ronnie Otis

OBITUARIES
✯

Browning and Byron Bur-
nice Browning.  She was a
bookkeeper for many years
working for San Jacinto
Bookkeeping Service.  She
retired to Broaddus where
she enjoyed doing arts and
crafts and visiting with her
neighbors.  She was a
member of the First Bap-
tist Church in Broaddus
and enjoyed visiting with
the First Baptist family.

Ronald was born Octo-
ber 23, 1939, in Goose
Creek, Texas, (Baytown) to
the late Lorette Elise (Le-
noir) Otis and Cecil Edwin
Otis.  He worked in the
petrochemical industry for
many years.  He later
worked for Clark Fire
Equipment in sales and
service.  He retired to
Broaddus where he was an
avid outdoorsman.  He

loved fishing and hunting.
He was known to always
lend a hand to those in
need in his church and
community.  He was a
member of the First Bap-
tist Church in Broaddus
and enjoyed visiting with
the First Baptist family
and his neighbors.

Those left to cherish
their memory include be-
loved daughters, Deborah
Bailey Horton and her hus-
band Greg, of Pasadena;
Marilyn Jordan Douget
and her husband Steve, of
Anahuac; Carolyn Otis
Fink and husband David,
of Needville, and Tina Wil-
son and her husband Bry-
ant, of Pasadena.  Beloved
grandchildren include,
Michael Bletsch and his
wife Callie, of Richmond;
Jessica Swearingen of
Lago Vista; Jason Jordan
of Charleston, S.C.; Dust-
in Temple and his wife Jes-
sica, of Richmond; Lindsey
Byrum and her husband
Kevin, of Lago Vista; Bran-
don Lee Wilson of Pasade-
na; Candice Nicole Wilson
of Pasadena; Justin Wilson
and his wife Raven, of Pas-
adena; Kayla Marie Fink
and Nicole Lynn Fink of
Buda; Jaclyn Horton and
Travis Horton of San An-
tonio; Bobbie’s sister, Jane
Anderson of Cold Springs,
and Ronald’s brothers, Ro-
land Otis of Pasadena and
Paul Otis of Crosby.  They
leave behind 4 great-
grandchildren who will
greatly miss their mamaw
and papaw.

Bobbie is preceded in
death by her parents,
Edythe Marie and Bernice
Byron Browning, brother
Gary Browning, and sister
Shirlene Dresser.  Ronald
is preceded in death by his
parents, Lorette Elise (Le-
noir) Otis and Cecil Edwin
Otis, his sister Madeleine
Vessels, and daughter
Brenda Otis Swearingen.

HOUSTON, Texas, Jan-
uary 2, 2019 // -- Rotary In-
ternational (RI) Districts
5890 and 5910, part of a
worldwide Service organi-
zation that promotes integ-
rity, goodwill and peace
through its fellowship of
business, professional and
community leaders, today
announced they will be
sponsoring a Peace Confer-
ence at the Crowne Plaza
Hotel, 8686 Kirby Drive,
Houston, TX 77054 Febru-
ary 9, 2019. The Confer-
ence presentations will
begin at 9:00 AM and end
at 4:00 PM, followed by a
reception for the public to
visit with the cadre of
speakers and guests.

Given a climate of con-
flict, partisanship, crimi-
nal activity and
confrontation across local,
regional and international
arenas, organizers intend
to promote the concepts of
respect, compromise, re-
form, and negotiation by
highlighting national and
international leaders that
are paving the future with
these virtues. A formidable
slate of speakers has been
drawn upon to discuss the
fight against Human Traf-
ficking, Reformation in
Criminal Syndicates,
Peacekeeping efforts in
former Soviet Republics,
Recovery Efforts in North-
ern Iraq, and the growing
Humanitarian footprint in
Russia.

Rotary Governor - Dis-
trict 5890, Carmen Cuneo,
explained, "We want to
showcase to the Houston
Community, that while our
world faces significant
challenges to individual
freedoms and human
rights, there are numerous
efforts out there, by good

Rotary Peace
Conference

people, trying to find Peace
and demonstrate Fairness
to their fellow man. It is
our hope that public pre-
sentations like this will
groom and motivate indi-
viduals, groups, organiza-
tions, and governments to
do likewise within their fi-
duciary responsibilities."

John Hathaway, Rotary
Governor District 5910,
further elaborated, "Rota-
ry International’s Founda-
tion has chosen 'Peace' as
one of its six areas of focus,
for the future. Staging
events like this where the
public can listen to and in-
teract with such reputable
achievers in these fields, is
one way we hope to plant
new ideas for peace-mak-
ing efforts in future gener-
ations."

For more information on
this event, including the
full speaker line-up, regis-
tration, and costs, please
go to: https://bit.ly/2ReW-
PYI

About Rotary International
 Rotary is a global net-

work of 1.2 million neigh-
bors, friends, leaders, and
problem-solvers who see a
world where people unite
and take action to create
lasting change – across the
globe, in our communities,
and in ourselves. It was
founded in 1905 by Paul
Harris, a Chicago attorney,
so professionals with di-
verse backgrounds could
exchange ideas, form
meaningful, lifelong
friendships, and give back
to their communities. Ro-
tary's name came from the
group's early practice of
rotating meetings among
the offices of its members.
For more information con-
tact Kenny Vernor:
ken@vernor.com

www.starcouriernews.com
www.northchannelstar.com
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Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

✯
SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

YOUR LOCAL
NEWSPAPERS ARE ON
YOUR SMART PHONE!

Follow local news on the
Internet, on your browser:

www.starcouriernews.com

✯    A S K    T H E    E X P E R T S     ✯

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

= Major credit cards accepted =

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTOR

Garage Doors &
Electric Openers
Repair or Replace. We also repair

broken springs. Call Ricardo

832-647-6378

38-12

ALVI

13400 FM 2354 Rd.
Baytown, Texas 77523

Office: 281-383-3386
Cell: 713-898-7413

MARY DUNN REAL ESTATE

Mary Dunn

Fax 281-573-1030
www.marydunn.com
E-mail: mary@marydunn.com

BAYTOWN  — (January
18, 2019) — Very few peo-
ple look forward to discuss-
ing issues relating to the
colon or rectum with their
doctor, but it’s a necessary
conversation.

Of cancers that affect
both men and women, col-
orectal cancer is the second
leading cause of cancer-re-
lated deaths in the U.S.
and the third most com-
mon cancer, according to
the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
(CDC).

Dr. Ziad Kronfol, a col-
orectal surgeon at Houston
Methodist Baytown Hospi-
tal, says colorectal cancer
is one of the few cancers
that has a screening meth-
od that not only detects the
cancer in its early stages,
but also helps prevent the
cancer in the first place.

Screening Recom-
mendations

“Colorectal cancer al-
most always develops from
polyps in the colon or rec-
tum. With screening tests
such as colonoscopy, polyps
can be found and removed
before they become cancer-
ous,” Kronfol said. “If a can-
cer is found during
screening, the earlier it is
found the greater the
chance it can be surgically
removed laparoscopically
with small incisions.”

Unfortunately, fewer
than half of adults age 50
and older get the recom-
mended screenings, ac-

Colorectal Cancer
Screening Can Save Lives

Dr. Ziad Kronfol

cording to the Health Re-
sources and Services Ad-
ministration.

According to Kronfol,
the American Cancer Soci-
ety and the U.S. Preventive
Services Task Force recom-
mend colorectal cancer
screening for men and
women at average risk be-
ginning at age 45 and con-
tinuing until age 75.
Continuing beyond this
age should be considered
on an individual patient
basis, and only after con-
sidering the patient’s over-
all health and other
factors.

“People at an increased
risk for developing colorec-
tal cancer should discuss
screening earlier and may
require more frequent
tests. Talk to your doctor
about a screening schedule
that’s right for you,” Kron-

fol said.
Risk Factors
The exact causes of col-

orectal cancer are not
known. However, certain
factors increase your risk
of developing the disease.
According to the National
Cancer Institute, they in-
clude:

• Age. Most people who
develop colorectal cancer
are over age 50.

• Polyps (abnormal
growths that protrude
from the inner wall of the
colon or rectum). While
most polyps are noncancer-
ous, the majority of colorec-
tal cancers develop from
polyps.

• Personal history of col-
orectal cancer. Women who
have had ovarian, uterine
or breast cancer also have
a higher risk.

• Family history of col-
orectal cancer.

• Ulcerative colitis or
Crohn’s disease

• Diet. Eating a lot of
red and processed meats
and not many whole
grains, fruits and vegeta-
bles may increase risk.

• Sedentary lifestyle
• Smoking
For more information on

colorectal cancer screen-
ing, prevention and treat-
ment and to schedule an
appointment with a spe-
cialist at Houston Method-
ist Baytown Hospital, visit
houstonmethodist.org/bay-
town, or call 281-428-2273.

Charging Station,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garage Doors &
Electric Openers

Repair or Replace. We also repair
broken springs. Call Ricardo

832-647-6378

13400 FM 2354 Rd.
Baytown, Texas 77523
Office: 281-383-3386
Cell: 713-898-7413

MARY DUNN REAL ESTATE
Mary Dunn

Fax 281-573-1030
www.marydunn.com

E-mail: mary@marydunn.com

to Covestro for their part-
nership and support of this
project,” said Mont Belvieu
Mayor Nick Dixon.

*In the attached photo
(L to R): Mont Belvieu As-
sistant City Manager Scott
Swigert, Mont Belvieu
Councilmember Arnold
Peters, Head of Communi-
cations for Covestro Bay-
town Jennifer Walsh,

Mont Belvieu Mayor Nick
Dixon, Community Devel-
opment Director for the
City of  Mont Belvieu
R i c a r d o  V i l l a g r a n d ,
Covestro Baytown Vice
President and Site Man-
ager Rod Herrick -, Mont
Belvieu Mayor Pro-Tem
Joey McWilliams

 For additional informa-
tion, please contact Brian

Ligon, Director of Commu-
nications and Marketing
for  the  C i ty  o f  Mont
B e l v i e u ,  a t
bligon@montbelvieu.net /
281-974-0384 or Jennifer
Walsh, Head of Communi-
cations, Covestro Baytown
a t  J e n n i f e r . w a l s h 2
@covestro.com / 281-520-
8651.

Eagleton working Best ,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

NEWPORT – Precinct 3
Constable Sherman Eagle-
ton introduced his execu-
tive staff and plans to bring
better then better law en-
forcement to locals last
Thursday, January 17 at
Stonebridge in Newport.

First, he always thanks
those that voted for him.
The achievement of putting
15 more deputies in the
Precinct without increasing
costs. He seems most proud
to have achieved the Best
Practices standard he set
for Precinct 3 even before
taking office and shared the
credit with the officers that
help make it a reality. His
precinct made over 5,000
high water rescues during
hurricane Harvey. The Pre-
cinct accrued over
$5,000,000 worth of high
water equipment at no cost
to the local tax roles.

Eagleton explained how
his units are being proac-
tive, not reactive to inter-
dict crime. He initiated an
Environmental Patrol con-

cerned with those that
make messes like dumping
trash or creating poisonous
situations.

Captain Isaac Villarreal
is over the Drug Task
Force, has about 30 years
experience  and spoke of
how low level drug dealers
drag down a community
based on his years in nar-
cotics. “Our goal is to im-
prove the quality of life. In
a year and a half we have
seized over 145 pounds of
meth, thirteen pounds of
cush...”

Chief Deputy Kirk Bon-
sal explained in detail how
Precinct 3 has been recog-
nized by the Texas Chief of
Police Association and how
Best Practices was imple-
mented. “Dedicated to pro-
viding the most
professional service possi-
ble.”

A new Precinct 3 patrol
station will be opening at
the former fire station on
Dell Dale in Channelview
based on the long history

of trying to get a station
into a neighborhood with
an increasing crime situa-
tion.

Eagleton has a fund-
raiser coming up on Feb. 9,
the contact is Ricky Larkin
for tickets to this Valen-
tine’s Gala a blacktie,
jeans and boots event.

Precinct 3 searched far
and wide to find a
replacement for Assistant
Chief Deputy Greenwade,
who was murdered on
duty and found B. Jorey
Herrscher above.
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS Your AD will reach up to 120,000
readers in our FOUR newspapers, with a
combined circulation of 40,000 copies.
Get ACTION on your AD. Rates start at
only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

RENT/LEASE

Single office
space for lease, 118
Kernohan, util it ies
and common spaces
included. $250.00 per
month. Call Velma El-
lison 281-851-7733
Realtor / All iance
Properties.

                 4-2

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL NOTICE

The Barbers Hill Independent School District is
accepting proposals for:

QUALIFICATIONS FOR THIRD PARTY
ADMINISTRATION OF SECTION 125 &

SUPPLEMENTAL INSURANCE

Proposal forms may be picked up weekdays
between 8 am and 4 pm, at the BHISD
Administration Building at 9600 Eagle Drive.
Interested parties may also contact the BHISD
Benefits Coordinator at 281-576-2221 to obtain a
copy of the RFP.

Sealed proposals are to be returned to the
BHISD Administration Building on or before 2:00
p.m. on Friday, February 15, 2019.

3-2

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Classified ADS
713-266-3444

LEGAL NOTICES
APPEAR IN THE

HIGHLANDS STAR
CROSBY COURIER,
AND THE NORTH
CHANNEL STAR.

CALL 713-266-3444

Receive the
Star-Courier in  your

mail box. $28 per
year. Send check to

P.O. Box 405,
Highlands, TX 77562.

www.starcouriernews.com
www.northchannelstar.com
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Test Drive The All New 2019
Silverado! In Stock NOW!

2018 Silverados
Must Go

$13,000
.           OFF*

* Stock # JG191315 MSRP $49,740 $13,000 Off includes less Gm Loyalty, GMF financing, Auto Show Money, Residncy restorations, Apply Gm Supplier Discoount For All.
Final prices is $36,742. Limited time offer. See dealer for completed details.  Not all customers will qualify for GMF financing.

David Mendez
General Sales Manager

Family Owned and Operated

“Now is the
time to deal!”

Tickets are available from Rotarians!
Call 281-426-3558, or 713-252-8000


