
US EPA
The federal 
Environmental Protection 
Agency is the lead 
in dealing with the 
Superfund site. Congress 
has designated them with 
the responsibility to solve 
the problem.

PRP
Potential Responsible 
Parties include 
successors to the 
perpetrators of the Waste 
Pits. These include 
International Paper, and 
Waste Management.

US CONGRESS
Most legislators whose 
district includes the 
San Jacinto River, have 
expressed the need 
to remove the Waste 
Pits. This includes 
Congressmen Gene 
Green, Brian Babin, Ted 
Poe and others.

HARRIS COUNTY
County Attorney Vince 
Ryan led a lawsuit to 
make the Responsible 
Parties pay for 
remediation of the site. 
He won a $29.2 million 
dollar judgement to be 
spent on environmental 
improvements in the area.

SJRC/THEA
A Citizens movement, led by 
previous Highlands resident 
Jackie Young, has been the 
leading voice to have the 
Waste Pits totally removed. 
She heads San Jacinto River 
Coalition, and the new Texas 
Health and Environmental 
Alliance, Inc.

KEEPITCAPPED
A Citizens Group named 
San Jacinto Citizens 
Against Pollution located 
in Baytown has a web 
site espousing its belief 
that a permanent cap 
is the best solution. 
Thomas Knickerbocker 
is their attorney, but the 
leadership is anonymous.
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Developer plans to dredge in San 
Jacinto River near Waste Pits
Original plan was to deposit waste sediment in Beach City

Developer changes 
proposal after 
public outcry 
from Beach City 
residents
STATEMENT FROM 
JACKEY LASATER, 
BEACH CITY MAYOR:

With cautious optimism I 
am happy to announce that the 
dredge material from the area 
of concern near the San Jacinto 
River Superfund Site will not be 
coming to Beach City! Holtmar 
Land, LLC informed us that they 
now plan to develop their 3 acre 
site in Beach City for Residential 
use. This was told to us by 
Tom Marian in a meeting with 
him yesterday at Judge Silvia’s 
office. He later followed up with 
an email at Commissioner Billy 
Combs request. I will share that 
with you now.  

“Billy, My pleasure and good 
to know the room was not filled 
with Alabama fans!  In any event, 
consistent with this afternoon’s 
discussion, Holtmar Land, LLC 
has directed its new engineering 
vendor to contact the Galveston 
District ACOE project officer 
(i.e., Mr. Brian Bader) and inform 
him that Holtmar intends to 
amend its permit application 
to substantially reduce the 
dredging footprint. This will, 
in turn, dramatically decrease 

Continued Overleaf

San Jacinto River Coalition details 
proposal to large crowd of concerned 
residents at Highlands meeting

Continued Overleaf

BEACH CITY MAYOR Jackey Lasater comments on the 
proposed landfill at a Highlands Superfund meeting last 
Monday, January 7th.

By Gilbert Hoffman

HIGHLANDS – About 100 per-
sons attended a meeting of the San 
Jacinto River Coalition last Monday 
night, to hear about developments 
in the process to remove the toxic 
material from the San Jacinto River 
Waste Pits, known as a Superfund 
Site, and especially to learn about 
a new proposal to dredge material 
from this Superfund river area, and 
deposit it in a 3.5 acre site on Mc-
Collum Road in Beach City. 

This proposed dredging is a 
new and surprising development 
related to the Superfund Site, ac-
cording to THEA president and en-
vironmental activist Jackie Young. 
Young’s THEA group is Texas 
Health and Environment Alliance, 
an award winning organization.

About half of the audience was 
from Beach City, and the others 
from Channelview and Highlands. 
There was a strong sentiment 
expressed about the threat to the 
environment, both in the San Ja-
cinto River wetland areas next to 
the waste pits, and in the landfill 
proposed in Beach City. The 3.5 
acre disposal site, purchased 
recently by a group known as 
Holtmar Land LLC, is next to the 
McCollum County Park, and close 
to a new residential neighborhood 
on McCollum Park Road.

This proposed dredging is to 

make room for a barge terminal 
on the shore near Riverside Inn 
on River Road, an area known in 
Channelview as the River Bottom. 
Property owners in the immediate 
vicinity received a notice from the 
Army Corps of Engineers that the 
dredging would take place, and 
gave them 15 days to comment.

However, Beach City and THEA 
representatives contacted the of-
fice of Congreeman Brian Babin, 
and asked for help in changing the 
permit application from a “Letter of 
Permission” to a full environmental 

review, with required sampling of 
the sediment prior to excavation. 
However, even if the dredge mate-
rial if found to be non-hazardous, 
Beach City residents point out that 
the fill would be 6 feet deep, and 
allow water run-off to enter their 
neighborhoods.

In the letter that THEA sent to 
Congressman Babin, they made 
the following points:
•  The proposed dredging would 
remove 30,000+ cubic yards 
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USArmy COE
The Army Corps of 
Engineers has completed 
Technical Studies on the 
Environmental impact of 6+ 
strategies to Cap or Remove 
the toxic wastes.
Their recommendations 
are included in a 237 page 
report, favoring a modified 
cap over removal, but 
stating either is possible.

TPWD
Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
was designated by the 
Legislature, with the help 
of Representative Wayne 
Smith, to administer $10 
million of the lawsuit 
settlement funds for 
environmental projects 
along the River.

HC PCT 2
Pct. 2 received $10 
million of the $29.2 million 
settlement, and plans to 
use it for environmental 
projects within 5 miles of 
the Waste Pits, according 
to Commissioner Jack 
Morman.

HARRIS COUNTY
Various departments 
are involved, including 
Grants Administration, 
Pollution Control, and 
Public Health.

GBF
Galveston Bay Foundation 
maintains a website 
with information on all 
of the Waste Pits parties 
actions, and other 
matters of interest to the 
environmental health of 
the River and Galveston 
Bay.

OTHERS
-- TCEQ
-- US Coast Guard
-- Private Attorneys
-- Houston Chronicle
-- City of Baytown
-- KRIV ch26
-- Star-Courier

Environmental  Warnings

Residents oppose disposal of dredge 
material in Beach City Neighborhood
Sediment is from area near Superfund Toxic Waste Pits
Continued from Page 1

Dredge 
proposal 
changed 
after public 
opposition to 
site in 
Beach City
(continued)
the amount of dredged spoil 
material. As such, the much 
lower volume of material 
can now be placed at a 
location that is much closer 
to the project rather than 
the previously-proposed 
site located in Beach City.  I 
appreciate your concerns and 
welcome the development 
of high end residential 
properties in your community.  

Best regards, Tom Marian” 

As I said at last nights 
meeting, right now, we only 
have words. So I urge you to 
keep on with your awesome 
efforts until we see proof that 
Holtmar’s new plan does 
not designate Beach City 
as a destination for dredge 
material. We should know for 
sure in the very near future.  I 
am so proud of the teamwork 
that everyone has exhibited. 
A heartfelt thank you to all 
the citizens of Beach City 
and surrounding area, Judge 
Silvia, Commissioner Combs, 
former Commissioner 
Rusty Senac and A special 
thanks to Ms.Jackie Young 
for notifying us of this issue. 
There are many others who 
were ramping up their efforts 
by reaching out to their 
contacts to gain support 
from organizations such as 
Galveston Bay Foundation, 
CCA, Gulf Coast Authority 
and others.  JOB WELL 
DONE!  Jackey Lasater, 
Mayor, Beach City

of valuable wetlands from the 
Channelview area. This area is 
historically prone to flooding.
•  The area proposed to be 
dredged is also within the San 
Jacinto River Waste Pits Superfund 
Site area of concern. We need 
more information on this material 
and the testing protocols if the 
permit were granted.  
•  The material would be 
transported to Beach City via barge 
then trucks to the tract of land 
adjacent to McCollum Park. If the 
material contains contaminants, 
potential accidents along this 
route is of concern. 
•  The material is proposed to 
fill the tract of land roughly 6 feet 
deep. How will this affect local 
flooding? Beach City is prone to 
floods and hurricanes, there’s 
a high probability this material 
would be transported off site by 
natural processes.

Mayor Lasater is planning a 
series of public meetings,  to 
update the community and hear 
their opinions. The first meeting 
was Wednesday, Jan. 8th, and the 
next meeting will be announced. 
The Jan. 21st meeting has been 
cancelled for now.

PROPOSED 
LANDFILL 

SITE

HOLTMAR LAND LLC was reported to have purchased 3.5 Acres of 
open land on McCollum Park Road for disposal of the dredge material, 
near a dense residential neighborhood just to the north.

DREDGED SEDIMENT will come from this area of Channelview’s River Bottom neighborhood on the San 
Jacinto River. The proposed barge terminal site is at the center, and the Waste Pits at the right, beyond the 
red roofed building. (Drone Photo courtesy of Greg Moss)

APPROXIMATE AREA OF 
PROPOSED BARGE TERMINAL

WASTE PITS 
SUPERFUND SITE


