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IN THE
STARS

EVENTS

WED., FEB. 20
CROSBY CHAMBER
ANNUAL AWARDS
Crosby-Huffman Chamber
Annual Awards Banquet &
Board Installation,
Wednesday, February 20,
6:30 pm to 9 pm. Hilton
Garden Inn Baytown,
Tickets $50/person at
chamber office 281-
3286984.

FRID., FEB. 22
FREE HEART
SCREENING
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. at
Houston Methodist
Baytown Hospital, 4401
Garth Rd., new conference
center, Baytown, TX.
77521. See AD, page 8.
Harris County Precinct 2
North by North Trips

WED., FEB. 27
PCT. 2 TRIP TO
HOUSTON RODEO
8:30 a.m.; Cost is $3 for
seniors 60 or better and
$18 for seniors under 60 –
Lunch not included;
Departing Crosby Commu-
nity Center; Contact Crosby
Center Staff at 281-462-
0543.
Transportation is provided
for individuals 55 years or
better through Harris
County Precinct 2.
Registration is in person on
a first-come, first-served
basis and participants pay
all event fees.

BIRTHDAYS
Feb 7--Chris Browder
Feb 8--Leah Cathey

Johange C. Highfield
Jerry Hovater
James Simpson

Feb 9--Gerald D. Harris
Feb 11--Carol Kelley

Mary Mills
Michael Parson
Lanette Salters

Feb 12--Shelby Hodges
Lori Osterman
Jed Riser
Alania Kay Jones
Ida Turley

Feb 13--Lisa Brown
Hannah Riser
Tami Roe
Christopher Salters

ANNIVERSARIES
Feb 11–Keith & Becky

Adams
Howard & Patricia
Brockinton

Feb 12- Donnie & Elonda
Cravatt

DEATHS
Geneva Lee Harmon

These stories
in the PRESS:
•Cancer Center at Bay-
town Opening
•Civic Saturday in
Baytown
•Goose Egg Hunt
......And more, Page 3

Crosby A.D. quits in
March for other offer

Coach Jeff Riordan, second from left, pictured with Crosby Coaches in
heyday 2014 after winning Regional Championship.  From 1960, the
Crosby Cougars went 13-2 that year. Jeff Riordan has Crosby’s most winning
66-18 record from the last seven years. Riordan oversaw much athletic
equipment and athletic capital improvements, including 2 baseball and 2
softball fields of all artificial turf in an area known for raising grass. Crosby
Stadium grew into “the Jungle” during his tenure, and a lighted real-time
video scoreboard became a feature.

CROSBY – It is no se-
cret that the financial con-
dition of Crosby ISD has
cost the district some fine
people and most knew that
would happen when the
laying off of over 100
teachers was announced.

The district had to lay-
off a bunch of coaches and

cut the budget for athlet-
ics by 60% in 2018.

Riordan was known to
have been upset in October
of last year when it was an-
nounced that Michelle
Trotter, later chosen to be
Coach of the Year, was to
be laid off in spite of her
diligence with the Lady

Cougar’s Basketball Team.
She had been Social Stud-
ies Curriculum Coordina-
tor and her last day was
going to be Dec. 20. That
was prior to the interces-
sion of local parents.

Coach Jeff Riordan, Ath-

Crosby ISD Audit finds false
reports, cost over-runs, excesses
By Lewis Spearman

CROSBY – According to
the Audit performed by
Weaver and Tidwell,
L.L.P., Crosby ISD got less
money than it expected,
spent far more on projects
than anticipated, hired
more than it could fund,
played accounting games
to hide financial problems,

misrepresented funding,
did not report to T.E.A. ad-
justments to the ten month
budget as required on a 12
month basis beginning in
2016.

Superintendent Davis
found that $3.9 million was
omitted from payroll.
Fraud was committed by
intentional omissions from
the financial statement in

June of 2017, $7.86 Million
was omitted from reports.

Anyone that remembers
the musical “Camelot” can
think that the locals here
are experiencing similar
situations as the final act
during the play or movie
when Lancelot has become
a homeless person, Arthur
has been betrayed lays dy-
ing on the field and has

given Percival Excaliber to
throw in the lake.

The good news is how-
ever; the audit indicates
that the current adminis-
tration has issued correc-
tive action in the District’s
finances. The bad news is
substantial reorganization
must take place to not re-
peat the same situation.

 Last year Crosby ISD

had to make corrections to
deal with taking in
$1,941,100 less than ex-
pected. Expenditures were
less than budget by
$2,353,692 in total because
building outlay was re-
duced $1,100,000.

“The increase of

Harris County Clerk Diane Trautman
holds citizens advisory committee meeting

Wants Election Day Voting at any poll

Photo by Allan Jamail
Diane Trautman, Harris
County’s newly elected
Clerk conducts her first of
seven Citizens Advisory
Committee Meeting.

By Allan Jamail

Houston, Tx. – January
23, 2019 – Diane Traut-
man, Harris County’s new-
ly elected Clerk, held her
first Election Advisory
Committee (EAC) meeting.
She hasn’t wasted time in
full-filling her campaign
pledges of having citizen
involvement in her deci-
sions and to make it more
convenient for voters to
cast their ballots.

To get broad based coun-

ty-wide citizen involve-
ment Trautman will have
seven Election Advisory
Committee (EAC) meet-
ings. The meetings will ed-
ucate and seek input from
the minority languages of
the county as required un-
der the 1965 and 1975 Vot-
ing Rights Act (Section
203). Trautman will in-
clude meetings in Spanish,
Vietnamese and Chinese.
She’ll use these EAC meet-
ings to unveil her County-
wide Voting Centers Plan
and or her Election Day

Vote Center (EDVC) plan.
Another of Trautman’s

major campaign pledges
was to make it easier for
voters to vote on Election
Day. If her EDVC plan is
approved by Harris Coun-
ty’s Commissioners Court
it would make it possible
for anyone to vote on Elec-
tion Day at an Election
Day Vote Center (EDVC)
at any of Harris County’s
700-plus polling locations.
Currently, county resi-
dents have multiple op-
tions during early voting,

but on Election Day, they
can only cast a ballot in
their home precinct.

Clerk Trautman said, “I
witnessed personally at
several different polling lo-
cations on Election Day
voters being turned away
because they were con-
fused about where their as-
signed voting location was
or something changed or
they just didn’t have the
information,” Trautman

See Moore Apologizes,
Page 6See Coach Quits, Page 6

See Committee
Meeting, Page 6

See Crosby Audit,
Page 6

Moore addresses
critics, apologizes

Dr. Keith Moore
addresses angry public
in Crosby.

CROSBY – At the Tues-
day meeting of the Crosby
ISD Board of Trustees Dr.
Keith Moore, former Super-
intendent of Crosby ISD,
came to speak at the Pub-
lic Hearing portion of the
school board meeting to ex-
plain what had happened
during his tenure.

Dr. Moore was banned
from showing up on Cros-
by ISD property but the
Crosby ISD Bus facility
now converted to an Exec-
utive Office that once was
HEB is on records as being
a grant of HEB, not Crosby
ISD property, to reveal an-
other even older adminis-
tration’s secret.

The board afforded
Moore three minutes to
give his about 7 minute ad-
dress. Then they called
time and went on to discov-
er that the Technology
Maintenance Fee (comput-
ers to a maximum of $40)
to students was not allowed
by law and the school would
have to make their best ef-
forts to reimburse parents
for 2016 and 2017 charges.
The Board also approved
moving forward with imple-
menting new accounting
measures, hopefully the or-
igin of oversight.

While the Board was in
Executive Session Moore
read his 7 minute speech

and then he consented to
answer questions for about
20 more minutes to an an-
gry and disappointed, near
capacity audience in the
meeting room.

Dr. Moore began with
heavy emotion, saying
“Things happened that I
did not mean to, I love this
place.”

He pointed to building
the new high school, the
football stadium updates
and the new baseball com-
plex as the source of the
cost overruns, and change
orders that made the chal-
lenges to the accounting.
He was challenged repeat-
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281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide,

Hospice Services
*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

✯    C O M M U N I T Y    N E W S  ✯

Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2018 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: cri.tax.jhinson@gmail.com

Maximum Tax Savings

Harris County Flood
Control District has re-
ceived an award letter
from the U.S. Economic
Development Adminis-
tration (EDA) in connec-
tion with a $400,000
feasibility investigation
of large-diameter, deep
underground stormwa-
ter conveyance tunnels.

Once Harris County
Commissioners Court
h a s  a c c e p t e d  t h e
$320,000 grant – to be
matched by $80,000 in
local funds provided
through the 2018 Bond
Program – the four-
month investigation is
expected to get under-
way in 2019. It will as-
sess the potential for
stormwater tunnels to
help drain or increase
the capacity of existing
bayous and drainage
channe l s  in  Harr i s
County.

The feasibility inves-
tigation will include a re-
v i e w  o f  s o i l  a n d
groundwater conditions,
as well as other geotech-
nical, geological and en-
v i r o n m e n t a l
assessments. Develop-
ing better cost informa-
t i o n  f o r  t u n n e l
construction in our area,
based on these prelimi-
nary findings, will be
part of this study.

A feasibility study is
an early step in the life-
cycle of a flood damage
reduction project. In the
case of the Stormwater
T u n n e l  F e a s i b i l i t y
Study, the study would
examine whether this
technology is even possi-
ble in our area, which is

Harris County Flood Control
District receives federal grant
award letter for stormwater
tunnel feasibility study

characterized by soft soils
and a high groundwater
table. We will be looking
at our soil and water ta-
ble conditions and com-
p a r e  t h o s e  t o  t h e
technology that exists in
the tunnel construction
industry to ensure there
is a fit.

If the use of tunnels is
found to be feasible, fu-
ture efforts could exam-
ine potential  tunnel
routes, complete hydrau-
lic analyses to determine
the required tunnel diam-
eters, and determine pro-
posed inlet and outlet
shaft locations.

In this concept, tun-
nels would collect storm-
w a t e r  a t  u p s t r e a m
locations along the bay-
ous, convey the stormwa-
ter  downstream v ia
gravity in deep under-
ground tunnels measur-
ing 20 feet or more in
diameter, and discharge
the stormwater into the
Houston Ship Channel at
a safe location. The goal
would be to significantly
reduce flood risks in Har-
ris County watersheds
where tunnels could be
constructed.

The grant comes via an
EDA grant program in
connection with the 2017
Hurricane Harvey presi-
dential Disaster Declara-
tion. The grant could be
submitted to Commis-
sioners Court for autho-
rization to accept as early
as the February 26 meet-
ing.

While costly, tunnels
have been employed to
carry stormwater in oth-
er locations in Texas and

nationwide as an alterna-
tive to traditional storm-
w a t e r  c o n v e y a n c e
improvement projects.
Tunnels can utilize exist-
ing public rights-of-way –
such as roadway corri-
dors – and with relative-
ly little disruption to
developed urban areas,
which helps to reduce
cost. Cost per mile may
vary widely – between
roughly $40 million and
$163 million per mile for
projects in San Antonio,
Dallas and Austin – de-
pending on soil conditions
and other factors. Tun-
nels typically are con-
structed using tunnel
boring machines, at a
depth of from 100 to 150
feet.

The 2018 Bond Pro-
gram includes a total of
$20 million for prelimi-
nary engineering in con-
nection with the tunnel
concept.

ABOUT THE HARRIS COUNTY
FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT

The Harris County
Flood Control District
provides flood damage re-
duction projects that
work, with appropriate
regard for community
and natural values. With
more than 1,500 bayous
and creeks totaling ap-
proximately 2,500 miles
in length, the Flood Con-
trol District accomplish-
es its mission by devising
flood damage reduction
plans, implementing the
plans and maintaining
the infrastructure. To
learn more about the
Flood Control District,
visit www.hcfcd.org.

Goose Creek CISD’s
2019 Houston Livestock
Show & Rodeo Best of
Show Art Award winners
are (front) Elementary:
Christopher Vega, third-
grader at Carver
Elementary, with “Long
Day, Res,” Harry Barber,
art teacher; Junior
School: Tiffany
Hernandez, eighth-grader
at Gentry Junior School,
with “Bronceado,”
Jennifer Martin, art
teacher and High School:
Skylar Newton, 11th-
grader at Goose Creek
Memorial, with “Deep in
the Heart,” Johnna
Morris, art teacher.

Best of Show Art Winners

Photo by Carrie Pryor-Newman

Rodeo Art - GCCISD
Superintendent's Choice

Photo by Carrie Pryor-Newman

The Superintendent’s Choice Awards from Goose Creek CISD’s Rodeo Art are (from
left)  Elementary: Andrew Zamora, fifth-grader at Clark Elementary, with “The Old
Tractor;” Molly Barr, art teacher; Junior School: Allison Trejo, eight-grader at Gentry
Junior, with “What’s for Dinner?” Jennifer Martin, art teacher and High School:
Vianey Trejo, 10th-grader at Goose Creek Memorial, with “Praying on a Summer
Day,” Johnna Morris, art teacher. They are pictured with Dr. Randal O’Brien, GCCISD
superintendent.
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INSIDE: Free Heart Screening Event

Applications
for home
ownership

Baytown Habitat for
Humanity is now
accepting applications
for home ownership
through March 18, 2019.
Become a home owner,
here is how it works:
Buying a home in
partnership with
Baytown Habitat for
Humanity is a unique
opportunity. They build
homes along side
hardworking, low-
income families and
volunteers from the
community. Families that
meet the basic
qualifications listed
below are encourage to
apply.

Habitat homebuyers
must meet three primary
requirements:

1-Living conditions
that are over crowded,
substandard or cost
burdened as described
by HUD.

2. Willingeness to
partner (through
volunteerism &
completing required
education classes on
home ownership &
financial stability).

3-Ability to pay 25
year 0% interest
mortgage approximately
$700 to $800 per month.

Need more info?
Call 218-427-0866
www.baytownhabitat.org

Programs at
Sam &
Carmena
Goss Library
These are the events
taking place at the Sam
and Carmena Goss
Memorial Branch Li-
brary the week of Feb-
ruary 25, 2019.
•Tuesday, February 26
- 10:00 am, Baby & Me
(ages 0-24 mos)
•Thursday, February
28 - 5:00 pm, Adult Book
Club (ages 18 & up)
•Friday,  March 1 -
10:30 am, Story Time
(ages 0-5 yrs)

Call Sam and
Carmena Goss
Memorial Library,
Mont Belvieu at 281-
576-2245 with any
questions.

Events at
Jones
Library

•2/23/19 - Genealogy
Club

NEW CLUB
COMING TO THE
JONES PUBLIC
LIBRARY!

Are you fascinated
by genealogy? Do you
enjoy finding out about
your family history? Join
us for our newest
Saturday programming
here at the Jones Public
Library. We will be
hosting a Genealogy
Club on the 4th Saturday
of every month. We will
kick off this club on
Saturday - February 23rd
at 11:00 AM in the back
work space of the Jones
Public Library! We look
forward to seeing you all
here for this fun and
exciting new program!

Jones Public Library
is located at 801 S.
Cleveland St. Ste. A. in
Dayton, Tx 77535, 936-
258-7060.

BAYTOWN — (Febru-
ary 15, 2019) — Houston
Methodist Baytown Hospi-
tal’s newly renovated can-
cer center held a grand
opening for the communi-
ty on February 12.

The expansion project at
the facility located at 4021
Garth Road is designed to
meet the growing needs of
the community and pro-
vide leading edge cancer
care. The project includes
the addition of infusion
therapy suites for medical
oncology patients, as well
as radiation oncology and
improved conference and
education facilities for pa-
tients and physicians.

“Our nationally recog-
nized experts in cancer
care are dedicated to bring-
ing the latest cancer treat-
ment and therapies to our
patients,” said David P.
Bernard, CEO, Houston
Methodist Baytown Hospi-
tal. “Through individual-
ized treatment plans and
compassionate care, our
team of highly trained can-
cer specialists are working
to fight cancer and support
those who have it.”

The cancer program
specializes in treating

Houston Methodist Cancer
Center at Baytown  holds
Grand Opening Ceremony

Some of the Houston Methodist Baytown attendees, left to right, Jarren Garrett,
VP, operations; Kiska Boyd, director, pharmacy; David P. Bernard, CEO; Becky
Chalupa, chief nursing officer; Susan Neel, clinical nurse manager, cancer ser-
vices; Dr. Atul Shah, gastroenterology/hepatology; George Colon, director, spiri-
tual care & values integration; Dr. Claudia Molina, pathology; Dr. Esther Dubrovsky,
breast surgery; Dr. Cesar De Las Casas, medical oncology/hematology; Dr. Shawn
Tittle, cancer center medical director; Dr. Walter O’Hara, cardiothoracic surgery;
Dr. Ziad Kronfol, colorectal surgery, Dr. Mary Goswitz, radiation oncology

some of the most common
types of cancer, including
breast, lung, prostate and
colon, using the most ad-
vanced techniques avail-
able. The Houston
Methodist Cancer Center
at Baytown features an ex-
perienced, specialized
team of medical oncolo-
gists, radiation oncolo-
gists, oncology nurses and
cancer care navigators to
help patients and families
through their cancer jour-
ney. The care team pro-
vides services ranging
from prevention and diag-
nosis to advanced treat-
ment follow up and
survivorship.

“Our team of clinical ex-
perts helps patients and
families through their can-
cer journey—both physi-
cally and
emotionally—with the
goal of reducing or elimi-
nating cancer, seeking new
treatment options for
highly resistant cancers
and providing personal-
ized care to every one of
our patients,” said Ber-
nard.

The Houston Methodist
Cancer Center also offers

screenings, educational
events, support groups,
clinical trial access and ge-
netic testing close to home.

For more information or
assistance in cancer care,
please call one of the Hous-
ton Methodist Cancer Cen-
ter nurse navigators at
281.420.8809.

About Houston Methodist
Baytown Hospital

Houston Methodist Bay-
town Hospital has provid-
ed Baytown and East
Houston with quality med-
ical care since opening its
doors in 1948. The hospital
has grown throughout the
years with the community,
providing comprehensive
care at all stages of life. As
a health care leader, the
hospital is proud to have a
fully integrated residency
program focused on educat-
ing and inspiring future
practitioners. Today, Hous-
ton Methodist Baytown
provides some of the most
advanced and innovative
procedures while never los-
ing focus on compassionate
and patient-centered care.
Houstonmethodist.org/bay-
town.

AUSTIN, TX – Senator
Creighton (R-Conroe) has
joined Senator Jane Nel-
son (R-Flower Mound) sup-
porting Senate Bill 10
establishing a partnership
among Texas health insti-
tutions on statewide men-
tal health initiatives.
Senate Bill 10 will foster
cooperation among health-
related institutions, pro-
mote mental health
research and strengthen
judicial training on juve-
nile mental health.

"The State of Texas con-
tinues to take action on
mental health with no
greater examples of need
than recent school violence
examples," said Senator
Creighton. "I asked Lieu-
tenant Governor Patrick to
appoint me to the Senate
Select Committee on
School Violence & School
Safety. After the hearings
throughout the summer
the Committee understood
the urgency of identifying
at-risk youth and getting
them the help they need to
fully rehabilitate. It's one
of the most important is-
sues we have to address
this session and I am com-
mitted to prioritize mental
health initiatives."

Senator Creighton has
always placed a high pri-
ority on this issue and is
committed to coordinate
state mental health initia-
tives across health-related
institutions of higher edu-
cation. As Chairman of the
Higher Education Com-
mittee, Senator Creighton
understands the large role
that mental health plays in
the lives of college stu-
dents. Our academic
health-related institutions
offer a wealth of expertise
that can be leveraged to
address gaps in Texas’
mental health system.
Senate Bill 10 will estab-
lish the Texas Child Access
Through Telemedicine
(TCHATT), which will con-

One of several activities
highlighting Goose Creek
CISD’s 100th anniversary,
which will culminate in the
Goose Creek CISD 100th
Anniversary Celebration
at Bicentennial Park April
13, is a “goose egg” hunt in
the Baytown/Highlands
area. Word has it that
“geese,” also known as “The
Geese That Laid the Plati-
num Eggs,” have gone wild
laying 100 platinum eggs
around the Baytown/High-
lands area. If you find one,
it might just bring you
good luck or at least serve
as a souvenir. However, if
you find one that has a
sponsor’s name on it, you
will win $100 or a gift card
worth $100!

The eggs will be hidden
and ready for finding Fri-
day, February 22, 2019. If
you find one that has a
sponsor’s name and num-
ber on it, call the sponsor
by February 28th to ar-
range a time to take the
egg to the sponsor to pick
up your prize. You’ll have
your picture taken with
the sponsor and the egg,
and the photo will be sent
to us. Some of these pho-
tos will be posted on the

 Baytown event partners
with the Greater Houston
Flood Mitigation Consor-
tium

HARRIS COUNTY, TX -
On February 23, Harris
County Judge Lina Hidal-
go and members of  the
Greater Houston Flood
Mitigation Consortium
will be in Baytown to con-
nect with county residents
and leaders about building
a safe and resilient com-
munity.

Judge Hidalgo will lead
the discussion on resil-
ience and the county's
plans at the third Civic
Saturday. The event is part
of "Talking Transition," a
series of town halls intend-
ed to usher in a new era of
civic participation. Resi-
dents will be able to hear
from officials and, more
importantly, have the op-
portunity to voice their
ideas and concerns about
their community.

Civic Saturdays will
take place every Saturday
until March 23. The ambi-
tious program is intended
to demystify different as-

BAYTOWN FEB. 23
Judge Lina Hidalgo's
next Civic Saturday to
address resiliency

pects of county services
and issues at each gather-
ing. The engagements will
be held in various locations
around the county.

This event is free and
open to the public. Compli-
mentary breakfast, lunch
and childcare will be pro-
vided. To learn more about
Talking Transition, visit:
www.talkingtransition.us

Saturday, February 23
from 9:30AM - 1:00PM

 at Baytown
Community Center

2407 Market St.
Baytown, TX 77520

Senator Creighton Joint-
Authors Governor
Abbott's Priority Mental
Health Legislation

nect at risk students with
behavioral health assess-
ments and intervention
programs via telemedicine
to serve as a resource for
students.

Over the past several
sessions the Texas Senate
leadership has made sig-
nificant progress on men-
tal health – which
accounts for $7.6 billion in
the current state budged -
- an increase of $750 mil-
lion. However, with recent
school shooting incidents
and an increase in youth
suicide rates, S.B. 10 will
not only help curb these
issues, but continue to pro-
tect Texas students.

In addition to S.B. 10,
Senator Creighton is au-
thoring other school safe-
ty legislation including
Senate Bill 243, modifying
the manner in which
school marshals may store
their firearm, and Senate
Bill 244, giving local
schools the ability to ap-
point additional school
marshals.

SENATOR BRANDON
CREIGHTON represents
District 4, which encom-
passes parts of Montgom-
ery, Harris, Chambers,
Jefferson and Galveston
Counties.

Goose Egg Hunt Kicks Off
GCCISD 100th Anniversary

Stacy Fernandez of the Goose Creek CISD Commu-
nications Department prepares to hide platinum
“goose eggs” as one of the events of the Goose Creek
CISD 100th Anniversary Celebration. Community
members will have the opportunity to hunt for eggs
from February 22-28 and receive $100 or a $100 gift
card if there is a sponsor’s name on the egg.

Goose Creek CISD website
and on social media, and
we’ll send some to the lo-
cal newspapers. Sponsors
for the event include
Chicken Express, El Toro
Mexican Restaurant, Key
Truck Sales, Patients ER
and Rainforest Dental.

If you need a hint, check
out parks and local attrac-

tions to find the eggs. They
will not be hidden on school
campuses. While you’re out
there egg hunting, take a
gander at the many histor-
ical sites our area has to
offer. If you have any ques-
tions, please call the Goose
Creek CISD Communica-
tions Department at 281-
707-3629.

Lina Hidalgo

Senator Creighton
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STATE CAPITAL
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SENATE NEWS
By Richard Lee

✯
HOME COUNTRY

By Slim Randles

Rep. Babin’s
Statement on
Government
Funding Vote

WASHINGTON –
February 14, 2019 –
U.S. Rep. Brian Babin
(TX-36) issued the
following statement
after voting against the
conference report to
fund the government.

 “I am very disap-
pointed that the confer-
ence report to fully fund
our government comes
nowhere close to
addressing the humani-
tarian and security
crisis at our border and,
in reality, takes several
steps backwards. It
includes neither the
funding levels nor
specific provisions our
border security profes-
sionals say is neces-
sary, and limitations on
how we can spend what
little funding it ostensi-
bly sets aside for
barriers will prohibit
most of it from ever
being spent. Further,
language in the bill
incentivizes even more
illegality by hamstring-
ing law enforcement’s
ability to detain those
illegally crossing our
border. It will also
exacerbate the worsen-
ing humanitarian
problem of criminals
bringing unaccompa-
nied minors on the
dangerous trek across
Mexico to avoid depor-
tation by claiming
phony guardianship.
We all want to reopen
the government, but we
can’t give away the
farm to do it. This bill
will do nothing signifi-
cant to secure our
borders and will in fact
set back our border and
national security
efforts, therefore I
cannot support it.”

Crenshaw
rejects
Spending Bill

WASHINGTON, DC –
February 14, 2019 –
Congressman Dan
Crenshaw released the
following statement
after voting against the
Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act of 2019.

“I reluctantly voted
against this bill,” said
Crenshaw. “There are
many things to like in
this bill and many
examples of good-faith
compromises.  But this
vote was about the
border security debate,
an issue which shouldn't
be debatable in the first
place. There are approx-
imately 400,000 illegal
immigrants apprehend-
ed while crossing our
border each year, and
this bill does not take
the necessary steps to
fix this problem. This
issue is not about who
wins arbitrary political
battles; it’s about the
security and sovereignty
of our nation. When will
we start taking it
seriously and finally
give our border agents
the resources they’ve
requested?”

February 20, 2019 –
Miguel wasn’t the fastest
kid in his class, but he
could run. Fast enough
for third-grade softball,
you know. And fast
enough to get a kite up in
the air. It was recess and
several other kids were
flying kites today. Just
enough breeze to keep one
up.

  So Miguel went to the
downwind end of the big
playground and took off.
He fed the string out
quickly, and by the time
he’d reached the monkey
bars at the other end of
the field, he discovered
he’d been successful. The
kite stayed up and swung
with the breeze, and the
tug on the string told him
he had once again
mastered flight.

  He fed out even more

AUSTIN — When Tex-
as legislatures meet every
two years, lawmakers’ sin-
gular, must-do assignment
is to produce a state bud-
get.

Toward that goal, the
Senate Finance Commit-
tee held meetings on Feb.
11, 12 and 13 to work on
Article III of Senate Bill 1.
That article focuses on the
public and higher educa-
tion parts of the state bud-
get for fiscal years 2020
and 2021.

The meetings, replete
with acronym-spattered
expert testimony from the
Texas Education Agency,
the Teacher Retirement
System and others, dealt
with funding areas within
public education. Lumped
together, public education
funding almost certainly
will require more than half
of the state’s general reve-
nue. The ballpark estimate
of total general revenue is
$112 billion.

Senate Finance Com-
mittee Chair Jane Nelson,
R-Flower Mound, said SB
1 includes:

— $2.4 billion to fund
enrollment growth for pub-
lic education, based on an
estimated 65,000 addition-
al students per year;

— $3.7 billion in addi-
tional funding for teacher
pay raises;

— $2.3 billion to reduce
reliance on recapture un-
der the so-called "Robin
Hood" system;

— $8 million, an in-
crease of $3 million, for
Pathways in Technology
Early College High School,
a partnership between
technology-based compa-
nies and public education;
and

— $230 million to main-
tain current health insur-
ance premiums and
benefits for our retired
teachers through TRS-
Care.

Nelson also mentioned
SB 500, the supplemental
appropriations bill, which
as presently written in-
cludes $100 million for
school safety, more than
$600 million to address
Hurricane Harvey-related
expenses for public educa-
tion and $300 million to
address the Teachers Re-
tirement System pension.

"As a former teacher,”
Nelson said, “I want to en-

OPINION
By REP. DAN
CRENSHAW

✯

MESSAGE
FROM

✯

REP.
BRIAN
BABIN

Senate panel focuses on
funding of public education

sure that our schools have
the resources necessary to
properly educate our stu-
dents and prepare them
for success. Education is
the great equalizer, and
we need to make sure all

Texas students have ac-
cess to a quality educa-
tion," Nelson added.

Panel OKs mental
health bill

Senate Bill 10, legisla-
tion to create the Texas
Mental Health Care Con-
sortium, was unanimous-
ly approved by the Senate
Health & Human Servic-
es Committee on Feb. 12.
Next stop for the bill will
be consideration by the
full Senate.

Authored by Sen. Jane
Nelson, the bill would le-
verage the expertise of
Texas’ medical schools to
bolster mental health re-
sources for Texas children
and adolescents. The Sen-
ate budget, as outlined in
SB 1, would allocate $100
million in new funding for
SB 10.

Gov. Abbott declared
the legislation an emer-
gency item in his State of
the State address. All 31
senators are signed on as
co-authors of SB 10.

"Texas has been mak-
ing strong progress on
mental health with inno-
vative programs that ex-
pand access to care. This
bill will help better iden-
tify children and adoles-
cents with mental health
challenges and connect
them with the treatment
they need before they be-

come a danger to them-
selves and others. Under
this legislation we can also
better address our work-
force needs and support
mental health research,”
Nelson said.

In addition to creating
the consortium, SB 10
would:

— Establish mental
health "hubs" at health-re-
lated institutions consisting
of psychiatrists, social
workers, referral specialists
and other mental health
professionals;

— Establish the Child
Psychiatry Access Network,
allowing pediatricians and
primary care providers to
consult with mental health
experts on treatment op-
tions for their patients; and

— Establish a program
allowing youth to be
screened for mental health
conditions through tele-
medicine.

SB 10 also would:
— Increase residency op-

portunities for psychiatry
students in community set-
tings;

— Expand and coordi-
nate mental health re-
search at our health-related
institutions; and

— Direct that judges be
educated about mental
health resources in their
communities.

Viewer displays more
data

The Texas Railroad Com-
mission on Feb. 12 an-
nounced that its public
geographic information sys-
tem map viewer now dis-
plays data for multiple oil
and gas wells in a defined
radius area set by a user.

Surface and down-hole
data on multiple wells can
now be downloaded and
opened with commonly
used computer software.
Those who have an Internet
connection may research
information for multiple
wells in a specifically des-
ignated area, rather than
one well at a time.

The map viewer may be
accessed online at http://
wwwgisp.rrc.texas.gov/GIS-
Viewer2/.

string until his kite was
over the street, then
even more until it flew
over the houses across
the street. Finally, he
was down to the stick
itself. It was all there, in
his hands. Flight.

  I’ll bet if I had
enough string I could sail
this to the moon.

  He grinned and
looked around at the
other happy pilots, and
then he saw Joey sitting
over to one side in his
wheelchair, and Joey
was smiling, too.

  What fun, being a pilot
… pretending this was
your own jet fighter,
waiting in the sky to do
your bidding.

  Carefully, Miguel
moved his command post
over to Joey’s wheelchair
and handed him the
controls. The magic of
flight is too special not to
be shared.

-------

Brought to you by The
Fly Fisherman’s Bucket
List by Slim Randles.
Available from
www.riograndebooks.com.

(Austin) After four
weeks of hearing
agency requests for
funding, the Senate
Finance Committee will
now move on to the
next phase of develop-
ing the Senate proposal
for state spending in
2020 and 2021.   Since
January 22nd, the
committee met 13 times
publicly to consider the
advice of the Legisla-
tive Budget Board and
question agency repre-
sentatives, offering
praise for a job well
done in many cases but
in others, demanding
answers on why long-
term problems go
unsolved.   Hearings
were broken down by
budget article, with
Articles II and III
taking up both the most
hearing time and the
most proposed funding.
Those are the sections
of the budget that fund
health and human
services and public
education, respectively,
and together they make
up about 85 percent of
total proposed state
spending.  In keeping
with priorities laid out
by the Governor and Lt.
Governor earlier in the
session, the Senate
budget as filed includes
$6 billion in spending in
Article III to pay for
across-the-board
teacher pay raises and
to offset revenue lost by
any property tax reform
measures passed this
session.  Next, senators
on the 15-member
committee will break
up into workgroups
focused on individual
budget articles and
develop a spending plan
for that section of state
government.  Then each
workgroup recommen-
dation will be rolled
into a final version to be
voted on by the full
committee.

Monday, the
Senate Property Tax
Committee amended
and passed the property
tax growth reform bill,
Senate Bill 2, by
committee chair and
Houston Senator Paul
Bettencourt, after
adding 15 amendments.
"This will be a big step
in Texans getting the
needed property tax
relief that they de-
serve," he said.  Betten-
court added these
changes were developed
following more than 11
hours of public testimo-
ny on the bill in a
hearing last Wednes-
day.  The major provi-
sions in the bill remain:
the 2.5 percent rollback
rate, automatic trigger
for tax ratification, or
rollback, elections, as
well as the myriad of
transparency and
appraisal review board
changes.  Most of the
amendments were
technical corrections,
but there were some
significant modifica-

Senate finance
wraps up first
round of hearings

tions.  Perhaps the
biggest change is an
amendment added by
Conroe Senator Bran-
don Creighton, which
would allow voters in
smaller taxing jurisdic-
tions a chance to decide
if they want to imple-
ment the provisions of
SB 2.  As filed, the bill
exempted those taxing
entities that collected
less than $15 million in
combined sales and
property tax revenue.
Another change would
prohibit cities and
counties from cutting
funding to first re-
sponders due to fears of
lost revenue caused by
passage of the bill
itself, and a third would
change the name of the
rollback rate to the
"voter-approved rate."
Author Senator Kelly
Hancock of North
Richland Hills said he
believed that this would
better describe what
the rollback rate
means, that is, the
maximum rate of
annual growth in a
property tax rate
allowed before taxpay-
ers get the final say.
That bill now heads to
the full Senate.

Also out of
committee this week is
Flower Mound Senator
Jane Nelson's proposal
to better coordinate
mental health services
on a statewide level and
improve service deliv-
ery to the state's
children and adoles-
cents. SB 10 would
create the Mental
Health Consortium,
which would coordinate
behavioral health
services and research at
Texas medical schools
and other health-
related institutions of
higher learning.  It
would give pediatri-
cians the opportunity to
consult with mental
health professionals
about treatment of
their young patients
using telemedical
technologies, allowing
assessment and treat-
ment to begin as early
as possible.  The bill
would also provide
access to telemedical
consultations for at-risk
public school students.
Nelson said that youth
mental health in Texas
is approaching a crisis
point, and the state
needs to act.  "I firmly
believe that this legisla-
tion will help identify
youth at risk, get them
to treatment, and
prevent them from
becoming a danger to
themselves or others."
This bill was passed by
the Health and Human
Services Committee
unanimously and
should fare just as well
before the full Senate,
as all 31 members are
signed on as co-authors.

The Senate recon-
vened Tuesday, Febru-
ary 19, at 11 a.m.
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(StatePoint) When it
comes to changing the
world, your own backyard
is a great place to start. As
you make home improve-
ments, consider their po-
tential to benefit local
wildlife that travel in and
around your property.

Here are a few impor-
tant steps you can take.

Plant Native Species
By planning native spe-

cies exclusively in your
garden and yard, you will
be promoting a healthy lo-
cal ecosystem while pro-
viding proper
nourishment and a natu-
ral habitat for visiting
wildlife, whether that be
insects, birds or furry crea-
tures. Because native
plant species are meant to
thrive in your local cli-
mate, they will require
less maintenance, which
means a beautiful yard
with less stress.

Prevent Bird Strikes
You may not realize it,

but your home poses a risk
to birds. Window strikes
are common among many
species of migrating birds,
and millions of wild birds
are killed annually flying
into windows.

However, a simple home
improvement project can
make your home safer for
birds. Birds can see certain
light frequencies that hu-
mans can’t, so by applying

Home and garden improvements
that will benefit local wildlife

UV decals and UV liquid to
your home’s windows and
sliding glass doors, you can
make windows visible to
birds in a way that won’t
obstruct your own view.

“Protecting birds adds
beauty to your garden, is
good for the environment
and most importantly,
saves lives,” says Spencer
Schock, founder of Win-
dowAlert, a company that
offers UV decals and UV
Liquid.

The UV decals and liq-
uid from WindowAlert
have been proven to effec-
tively alter the flight path
of birds to prevent window
strikes. The coating will
look like etched glass to
the human eye, but be very
visible to a bird. As UV re-
flectivity may fade over

time, it’s important to re-
place the decals and liquid
every four months. Appli-
cation techniques can be
found by visiting
WindowAlert.com.

Build a Bird house
Add beauty to your yard

with a wooden bird house.
Find a design you love or
get creative and craft your
own, using your own
home’s architecture for in-
spiration. A strategically
placed bird house -- either
within three feet of a win-
dow or over 30 feet away -
- will help avoid bird
strikes.

Be a good neighbor --
not just to the other hu-
mans. Make improve-
ments to your home that
will help protect both local
and migratory wildlife.

Change
Change: Like it or not, it

is an inevitable part of life.
Seasons change, at least in
most parts of the world,
through winter, spring,
summer, and fall. Babies
change from birth to tod-
dlerhood and beyond.
Plants change as they grow
to fill the spaces allotted to
them. Caterpillars change
into butterflies. Tadpoles
change into bullfrogs…

Some changes delight
and excite us while others
repel and frighten us. Some
people reject change while
others embrace it. Some let
it defeat them while others
use it as a chance to rise to
new heights. It all depends
on who we are, what we’re
facing, and how we face it.

This is nothing new, of
course. Head into the Old
Testament and you’ll see a
world of change. A man’s
name defined him at that
point, so God changed
Abram’s name to Abraham
and Jacob’s to Israel. Not
only were their lives trans-
formed as a result, but
their descendants were af-
fected as well. We still see
evidence of it in the Israel
of today.

And then there is na-
tional change – for in-
stance, the Israelites who
took part in the Exodus
from Egypt. For the most
part, they resisted the
change God was calling
them to embrace. As a re-
sult, their fears and sin de-

Geneva Lee
Harmon

Geneva Lee Harmon, 80,
went to be with her Lord
on February 14, 2019 in
Houston, Texas. She was
born in Houston to parents
Walter “Jack” and Lois
Welch on May 25, 1938.

She is preceded in death
by her parents, and by her
sister, Patricia Ann Cooper.
She is lovingly survived by
her husband of 62 years,

✯
THOUGHTS  FROM

MARANATHA  CHURCH
By Dr. Mark Trice

feated them, keeping a
whole generation stuck in
the desert. The next gen-
eration, however, joyfully
accepted the necessity of
change and moved with
confidence into the Prom-
ised Land; their dedication
to God’s plan led them into
great victories.

Change is exactly what
we get when we accept
Jesus Christ as our Savior,
and even more so as we
truly accept Him as our
Lord, allowing Him to
mold our lives to fit His
will so that He can trans-
form us into who we need
to be to fulfill His ultimate
plan. From before we were
in our mothers’ wombs, He
knew us and had His eyes
set on our futures. (Jeremi-
ah 1:5) He put us on this
earth for a reason, and it
is up to us to grow in Him
and discover our purposes.

Spiritual growth, of
course, should be what we

are all after. Naturally, our
direction must come from
God if it is to take us in the
right direction, and the
only way to ensure we are
following God is to devel-
op and maintain deep, per-
sonal relationships with
Him. For this kind of
growth to happen, it is im-
perative that we pray, read
our Bibles, and be plugged
in to the local churches
God has called us to.

So let us focus on Him,
and on staying sensitive to
the Spirit of God, refusing
to be stuck in a rut. Is He
telling you to take off down
a road you’ve never trav-
eled? Well, get a move on.
Pay attention to what God
says over and over again in
Joshua chapter 1: “Be
strong and courageous.”
Your God has your desti-
nation in mind and battles
for you to win when you get
there. It’s time to enter
your Promised Land!

OBITUARIES
✯

Bennie Harmon; son, Kei-
th Harmon and wife Julia;
and granddaughter, Mari
Clair Harmon; as well as
other extended family
members and friends.

The family invites you
to join them at Carter-
Conley Funeral Home for
a visitation on Monday,
February 18, 2019 from
5:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. Fu-
neral services will take
place on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 19, 2018 at 11:00 A.M.
in the chapel of Carter-
Conley Funeral Home. The
family invites you to join
them for light breakfast
snacks and share person-
al stories. Graveside ser-
vices will immediately
follow at Sterling White

Cemetery, under the direc-
tion of Carter-Conley Fu-
neral Home. In lieu of
flowers, memorial dona-
tions can be made payable
to Baylor College of Medi-
cine – Alzheimer’s Re-
search fund and mailed to
c/o Office of Institutional
Advancement, MSC #800,
P.O. Box 4976, Houston, TX
77210.

13701 Corpus Christi St.,
Houston, TX  77015

713-455-5100
www.CarterFuneral-

Houston.com

 Mont Belvieu, TX. Feb-
ruary 19 – On February 3,
2019, Pastor Mark Trice
announced to the Ma-
ranatha Church congrega-
tion that the organization’s
name had changed to Hill-
side Church. This move
comes after over 45 years
of being first Maranatha
Temple, and then Ma-
ranatha Church.

While “maranatha”
(meaning “Rejoice, the
Lord is coming soon”) was
a common word during the
Jesus movement of the
1970s, it is now somewhat
dated and has fallen out of

Church Family Embraces
Change of name of Maranatha
Church to “Hillside Church”

use, which has led to some
confusion in the communi-
ty. With this in mind, Pas-
tor Mark & Dena Trice
spent years praying about
making a change that
would be both culturally
relevant and a reflection of
the church’s determination
to be an even greater light
in the community.

The church’s new name
refers both to the fact that
its campus rests on the
side of Barbers Hill and
Matthew 5:14(NKJV) -
“You are the light of the
world. A city that is set on
a hill cannot be hidden.”
The name is especially ap-

propriate since, as Pastor
Mark pointed out in his
announcement, most of
the important events in
Scripture took place on the
side of a hill.

Hillside Church intends
to extend its reach into the
community in a greater
way than ever before. Its
new Mission - “Be the
Light & Leave Your Mark”
– reflects the congrega-
tion’s determination to in-
fluence the world with the
love and message of Jesus
Christ. Their goal is to “be
a miracle to everyone, ev-
ery day, everywhere.”

BIBLE TRIVIA
by Wilson Casey—

1. Is the book of Pharisee in
the Old or New Testament or
neither?

2. In Matthew 21, to what
type of tree did Jesus say, “Let

no fruit grow on thee hencefor-
ward for ever”? Cedar, Oak,
Apple, Fig

3. From 2 Corinthians 6, what
did Paul warn Christians about
being “yoked” with? Debt,
Unbelievers, Shame, Abundance

4. In biblical times, what was
a tambourine or small hand drum

called?Timbrel, Cornet, Tartu,
Cymbal

5. How many days and nights
was Jonah in the belly of the
great fish? 2, 3, 5, 8

6. Who was the father of
Michal? David, Titus, Saul,
Stephen

ANSWERS: 1) Neither; 2)
Fig; 3) Unbelievers; 4) Timbrel;
5) 3; 6) Saul

PHOTO SOURCE: (c) Sharon Day /
stock.Adobe.com

www.starcouriernews.com
www.northchannelstar.com
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$3,919,142 to other financ-
ing sources (uses) in the
final amended budget was
to reimburse the general
fund for capital asset costs
and construction expendi-
tures from the capital
projects fund. ”

The current administra-
tion had to borrow from the
bond to pay for moneys
taken from the operations
budget. Bond debt went up
by $18,044,714 about 14%
during the current period
just to keep the school
afloat. The District had a
negative fund balance in
the general fund of
$2,516,449 in June of 2018.

“The increase of
$3,919,142 to other financ-
ing sources (uses) in the
final amended budget was
to reimburse the general
fund for capital asset costs
and construction expendi-
tures from the capital
projects fund.” That is
where the Board of Trust-
ees filed for reorganization
due to financial exigency.

Fundamentally, Crosby
ISD as an organization
was not and is yet not able
to handle financial report-
ing accurately and com-
pletely. Superintendent
Scott Davis had to restate
the June 30, 2018 budget
by less $3.9 million. The
District failed to find cer-
tain payroll outlays. The
District system of internal
control is defective. “Al-
though the level of risk of
management override of
controls will vary from en-
tity to entity, the risk is,
nevertheless, present in all
entities.”

A previous administra-

letic Director and Head
Coach of Crosby Football
has indicated he will be
leaving after Spring  Break
but that is unofficial and
all await approval of the
school board. He has indi-
cated an offer came for an
opportunity to return clos-
er to where his extended
family lives.

His record of six play
offs, four district champi-
onships and reaching the
Regional Semifinals in
2014 highlight his seven
years in Crosby.

Rumors of salary ex-
cesses have proven false, in
2016 he was sixth among
Greater Houston Area
highest paid coaches pull-
ing in about $118,000 and
just $119,600 in 2017. That
seems far below Coaches
like Gary Joseph of Katy
making about $136,374 or
Tom Westeberg of Barbers
Hill, but those places have
money.

Coach
quits,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Crosby Audit,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

tion is said to have made
fraudulent financial re-
porting, failing to report
the costs clearly in finan-
cial terms, and the costs
went over available re-
sources of the District. The
system wasn’t prepared to
handle misrepresentation
by a Superintendent. “The
District’s liabilities, expen-
ditures, cash flow require-
ments, and overall
financial condition were
misrepresented.”

There are laws concern-
ing how to handle change
orders. In the 2013 bond,
changes were made with-
out following customary
process or approval, i.e.
$86 million approved be-
came about $102.6 million
or about $16.1 million over.

No one monitored to see
if the District had money
to pay the change orders.
Legally, the changes
should not have been per-
mitted under the require-
ments of the Texas
Education Code. When the
District could not pay, the
Superintendent in 2017
did not report the shortfall.
So, a new $109.5 Million
bond was to be put to the
voters in Nov. of 2017 by
the Board of Trustees with
the idea of making new
schools and fixing extant
schools to new purposes.

One problem now, how
much are the school’s
bonds worth to sell? The
disposal of certain lands
for income, say directly on
FM 2100 and the failed
purchase of certain land on
Foley Raod were not men-
tioned in the audit.

said. “If you multiply those 700 loca-
tions times anywhere from 10 to 100
people being turned away, that’s a lot
of disenfranchised voters.”

If Commissioners Court approves
the Clerk’s EDVC plan then it must be
approved by the Texas Secretary of
State (SOS) which Trautman said she’s
optimistic it’ll be approved since the
SOS has already approved fifty-two
other Texas counties that operate Elec-
tion Day Vote Centers.

Trautman introduced Hector De

Committee Meeting,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Heart Celebration
Stresses Prevention

BAYTOWN — (Febru-
ary 15, 2019) — The Cen-
ters for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) es-
timates that more than
600,000 Americans die of
heart disease each year
and over 15 million have
been diagnosed with coro-
nary artery disease—the
most common type of heart
disease.

Despite its longstanding
status as the No. 1 killer
of men and women in the
U.S., many people experi-
ence symptoms that they
don’t realize are related to
heart problems or have
symptoms that don’t show
up until they have screen-
ings performed.

Learn your risk of heart
disease with a preventive
heart screen during the
Heart  Celebrat ion  at
Houston Methodist Bay-
town Hospital on Friday,
February 22. The event is
scheduled for 11:30 a.m. to
1 p.m. in the hospital’s con-
ference room and will in-
clude cholesterol and blood
pressure screenings and
allow you to learn your 10-
year risk of heart disease.

The event also serves as
a celebration of the cardio-
vascular surgery (CV) pro-
g r a m  a t  H o u s t o n
Methodist Baytown as it

Dr. Walter O’Hara

marks eight years of pro-
viding open heart surgical
procedures to residents of
Baytown and surrounding
communities.

Cardiovascular surgeon
Dr. Walter O’Hara, direc-
tor of the CV program at
Houston Methodist Bay-
town, says the hospital’s
commitment to providing
the most skilled physicians
and staff and the most ad-
vanced surgical technology
available, the program has
grown enormously since its
inception.

“Years ago, many Bay-
town area patients pre-
ferred to go to Houston
Methodist in the Texas
Medical Center to have
their cardiovascular proce-
dure performed,” O’Hara
said, “but as a result of our
mission to provide unpar-
alleled care and services,
many patients now insist
on staying in Baytown.”

In addition to surgical
procedures,  including
heart valve replacement,
Houston Methodist Bay-
town Hospital offers a wide
range of cardiovascular
services and procedures,
including minimally inva-
sive catheter-based proce-
dures, including ablation
therapy designed to treat
atrial fibrillation, com-

monly known as irregular
heartbeat.

“We have a great team
here and a big reason why
the care is so good in Bay-
town is because everyone
on the care team knows
each other very well; from
the cardiologist to the ICU
nurses to the anesthesiol-
ogists,” O’Hara said. “The
patients and their families
know everyone who comes
into their room and this
personalized care can
make a huge difference in
the patient’s recovery.”

For more information
and to register for the
Heart Month Celebration,
visit
houstonmethodist.org/
heart-event, or call 281-
428-2273.

edly for his accounting
practices.

“Do you want to do less
facilities or do you want to
do as many as we can good,
and my philosophy was to
stop when we could not do
anymore.” he answered a
preemptive question be-
fore he had read the rest
of his speech.

“I know I didn’t do any-
thing wrong intentionally.
I was just trying to live and
work. You have my sincere
apologies. I don’t blame
you for being angry at me.
I can honestly go to my
grave knowing, I did not
lie. I did not try to hide
anything wrong. I did not
try to defraud, but I did a
very bad job.”

A more complete report
on this interaction with the
public will have to come in
next week’s issue.

Moore
apologizes,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Leon who serves as Director of Communi-
cations and Voter Outreach. De Leon pre-
sented historical data in various forms of
graphs and charts that dissected the voter
turnout data based on nationality and age.
He said Election Clerks are needed and any-
one desiring in working part-time during
an election they need to contact the Elec-
tion Department at (713) 755-5792. More
information about the Clerk’s office can be
found at www.harrisvotes.com.



Star✯Courier / Press / NORTH CHANNEL✯STAR Page 7THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2019

CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS Your AD will reach up to 120,000
readers in our FOUR newspapers, with a
combined circulation of 40,000 copies.
Get ACTION on your AD. Rates start at
only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

RENT/LEASE

Commercial
office space
for rent. S. MAIN St
frontage in High-
lands, TX. Priced rea-
sonably.
Call 281.843.2811 for
info.

                 5-6

RENT/LEASE

RV or single
rooms for rent
All Bill's paid. Priced
very reasonably.
Location : Highlands,
TX.
Call 281.843.2811

                 5-6

CEMETERY PLOTS

Cemetery Lot
341, Spaces 3,4,5,6
at San Jacinto Me-
morial Park. All four
for $4,000.
Steven Magee 281-
346-8026 cell or
smagee5@gmail.com

                 6-4

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

“Proposals for RFP 19-003
Armored Courier Services will be
received by the Galena Park
Independent School District until
Friday, March 8, 2019 @ 2:30 PM
CSDT. At that time proposals will
be opened at the GPISD Admin
Bldg located at 14705 Woodforest
Blvd., Houston, TX 77015.
Additional information may be
obtained by contacting Brooke
Lakner, Director of Purchasing at
832-386-1008 or on our website:
http://galenaparkisd.com.  The
Galena Park ISD reserves the
right to reject any or all
proposals.”
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