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✯
IN THE
STARS

EVENTS
THUR, APRIL 11
H/L CHAMBER
LUNCHEON
Join the Highlands/
Lynchburg Chamber for
their regular monthly
luncheon and program, 12
noon, Highlands Communi-
ty Center. Call 281-426-
7227 for reservations.

MON., APRIL 15
CROSBY LIBRARY
MEETING
The Friends of the Crosby
Library will be having their
Annual Meeting on April 15
from 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm.
The guest speaker will be
Precinct 3 JP Lucia Bates.
The topic of the evening
will be "The importance of
reading for all ages and
community relations". The
public is invited to attend.
135 Hare Road, Crosby, TX
77532. 832-927-7790.

TUESDAY, APR. 16
SAN JACINTO RIVER
COALITION MEETING
The San Jacinto River
Coalition/THEA has
rescheduled their monthly
meeting, due to the ITC fire
and possible air polution.
Meeting is tonight at 6:30
pm at the San Jacinto
Community Center in
Highlands. Tonight’s
agenda includes informa-
tion on an EPA meeting in
May regarding the waste
pits, an update on work at
the waste pits and I-10
bridge, and an overview on
the problems caused by the
ITC fire, and its impact on
local communities and the
environment.

TUE., APRIL 23
PAIN SEMINAR
Hand, wrist and elbow
pain seminar at Houston
Methodist Baytown
Hospital, 6-7 pm, 4401
Garth Rd. in Baytown. See
AD, page 8 for more details

BIRTHDAYS
Apr 11--Ashliegh Oviedo
Apr 12-Rlylee Clamon
Apr 13-Cameron Hosea
Apr 15--Harry Stewart

Cherie Zarsky
Apr 16--Louis Marie Brad-

bury
Morgan Little
Jason Roffe

Apr 17--Pat Van Ness
Charlie Ward
Callen Reese Tittel

ANNIVERSARIES
Apr 17- Roy & Pauline

Cutbirth

DEATHS
Dylan Wade Doskocil

These stories
in the PRESS:
• Harry Potter at the
Houston Symphony
•Comm. Garcia meets
with Federal Oficials
on ITC fire
......And more, Page 5

Turner Chevrolet, p. 3Wells Fargo, p. 3 Funeral Planning, p. 8

AUTO & HOME INSURANCE
Jeremy Rosenkranz, State Farm Agent

440 S. Main Street, Highlands, TX 77562
281-426-3512

www.jeremyrosenkranz.com

County Attorney
shuts down KMCO

KMCO status
update

Crosby, TX (April 5,
2019) – KMCO, LLC today
issued the following up-
date on the status of the
incident response at its
production facility in Cros-
by, Texas:
Regarding KMCO’s
Most Affected
Employees

“Two members of our
team are still in critical
condition at area hospitals
and the entire KMCO fam-
ily is praying for their rap-
id recovery.  We remain in
close contact with all the
families and are providing
support for their special
needs during this challeng-
ing time,” KMCO CEO,
John Foley said.

 Out of respect for the
families and their request
for privacy, the company
will not release further in-
formation on their status.
Regarding the Status
of the Ongoing Post-
Incident Response and
Investigation

“The Harris County Fire
Marshals have completed
their initial scene exami-
nation. Investigative
teams from the Fire Mar-
shals, OSHA, CSB and
KMCO are all working co-
operatively to track down
the cause of this tragic in-
cident.  KMCO has been
cleared to continue reme-
diation of the site,” KMCO
VP of Operations Keith
Terhune said.

 The company is con-
tinuing its water contain-
ment and collection efforts.
Additional precautions are
being taken to manage an-
ticipated rainfall and pre-
vent any uncontrolled
runoff.  Residents should
be aware that mobile wa-
ter pumping equipment
and tank vehicles deployed
on adjacent roads are re-
moving water runoff from
the site. No hazardous

Harris County, Tex-
as -- The Harris Coun-
ty Fire Marshal's Of-
fice (HCFMO) worked
with the Office of
Harris County Attor-
n e y  V i n c e  R y a n
(HCAO) to initiate an
Agreed Temporary
Restraining Order
(TRO). The order re-
quested: "Defendant
KMCO, its employees,
agents, successors,

See Goose Creek Bond,
Page 8

and assigns, are hereby
(1) ordered to cease all
operations and not re-
sume operations at the
KMCO Facility until a
Fire and Life Safety In-
spection is completed
by the Harris County
Fire Marshal's Office."

 "The safety of the
res idents  of  Harr i s
County is our number
one priority," said Fire

Marsha l  Laur ie  L .
Christensen. "HCFMO
collaborated with
HCAO to request a
TRO against the de-
fendant to ensure
regulatory enforce-
ment of fire and life
safety codes. We are
grateful for the collab-
orative efforts as we
work towards a safer
Harris County."

compounds have been de-
tected in any offsite sam-
ples.

 We are continuing to
systematically assess the
facility to verify the extent
of any structural damage.
Important note

The fire suppression
foam used by emergency
responders at the Crosby
site is not hazardous to
people or groundwater.  If
residents should see foam
in their yards, it is safe and
will not hurt trees, shrubs,
lawns or pets.

 The EPA continues its
aerial and ground level air
monitoring using their
highly sensitive monitor-
ing equipment.  TCEQ is
also conducting air moni-
toring.  To date, there have
been no findings that
would raise community
health concerns.

 KMCO has numerous
air monitoring systems at
the Crosby site and de-
ployed teams of mobile
monitors to gather air
samples in surrounding
communities and down-
wind from the facility.
“Our mobile air monitors
have been taking air sam-
ples around the clock and
will continue to do so until
we are certain that all sys-
tems are locked down and
air tight,” Mr. Foley said.
“We will provide the data
from all these samples to
the EPA and TCEQ for
analysis.”

 All production opera-
tions are currently sus-
pended.

Regarding the
Compliance Record of
the KMCO Crosby
Facility

KMCO, LLC is aware
of the widespread news

See KMCO updates,
page 6

CROSBY – “It’s like the
circus is coming to town!”
exclaimed one Republican
resident of the combined
excitement and trepidation
of having the presidential
motorcade come to an un-
incorporated area that vot-
ed for him in the
Presidential election by a
whopping 74%.

A flurry of questions
poured into the Star-Cou-
rier concerning where folks
could get a view or when
traffic could be expected to
be stopped on FM 2100 or
Foley Road.

Arrival at the Interna-
tional Union of Operating
Engineers International
Training and Education
Center comes in controver-
sy. Presidential executive
orders to facilitate making
petrochemicals and speed
up pipeline construction in

President Donald Trump generates
excitement among his supporters.

the wake of four petrochemical fires in
less than one month and the union facili-
ty recently became non-profit, thus reduc-
ing taxes paid to local first responders.
White House officials announced the or-
ders will grant incentives for investors to
make an energy infrastructure, stream-
lining pipeline projects. Last May Trump
issued a permit to initiate the delayed
Keystone XL Pipeline.

See Presidential Visit,
 continued on Page 3.

Another pipeline fire
at Crosby oil facility

Only one day after the major fire at the KMCO plant in Crosby,
the Crosby fire department was fighting another oil facility
fire on Sralla Road. Crosby and Highlands fire departments
were called out Wednesday night, May 3rd, after lightning
struck storage tanks. Highlands Fire Chief Harvey Little said
that the three storage tanks were completely destroyed by
flames. He responded with a brush truck, because the facility
is far from the road over unpaved fields. This is the same oil
well that had a fire about one year ago. See page 8 for
additional photos. (Photo by Lewis Spearman, Star-Courier).

Goose Creek CISD superintendent
Randall O’Brien speaking at Rotary

HIGHLANDS – Goose Creek school dis-
trict is planning on a large $335 million
bond issue to place before voters on elec-
tion day, Saturday, May 4. School super-
intendent Randall O’Brien, and others on
a planning committee, have been meeting
with civic groups and citizens throughout
the district to explain the need for this
large sum of money, and how it would be
used.

O’Brien spoke on Tuesday to the High-
lands Rotary club, reviewing the history
of the last bond issue in 2013, and the need
for another one to keep up with the growth
of the student population at present, and
as projected into 2040. At that time, he
said there would be another 6000 homes
in the Baytown area, and those children
must be accommodated properly.

As superintendent, O’Brien does not
officially take a position on the passage of
the bond referendum, but only explains
the scope of the vote and answers questons
about what it would accomplish, and how
much it would cost the average taxpayer.

This is the second attempt at a bond
issue to provide facilities and upgrades.
Last year, a larger two part referendum
was defeated, partially because it includ-
ed about $50 million for a multi-purpose
center that the taxpayers deemed not nec-
essary. This year’s bond committee had 42

Goose Creek plans
$335 million bond vote

community leaders, and included some of
last year’s critics. Their discussions re-
fined the needs which would be included
in the bond package.

The bond referendum includes money

PRESIDENT TRUMP IN
CROSBY WEDNESDAY
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Presidential visit,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The International Training and Education Center is
about 266 acres between Newport and Foley Road.

President Trump indicated reducing red tape around
pipelines would allow the US to remain undisputed lead-
er of the world in natural gas and oil in the future.

Of course, the new per-
mit is under court chal-
lenge,   environmentalists
sued over the issue of Con-
gress, not the executive
branch, is granted consti-
tutional  rule over federal
lands.

Trump has added on-
shore and off shore drill-
ing. The Department of the
Interior is currently in the
first stage of developing a
plan to build more offshore
drilling platforms in the
Atlantic. States that thrive

on tourism are not so hap-
py with that development.

In his state of the union
address in February,
Trump stated, “We have
unleashed a revolution in
American energy.”

Environmentalists al-
ready say the visit in light
of recent local explosion
and death adds insult to
injury as the intent is re-
ducing states’ power to
protect citizens from haz-
ardous production.

2018 Chevy Silverado, Stk#JG 191315.MSRP$49,740, $4,000 dealer discount, $4,000 DPA thru GM financial,
$2,000 factory rebate, $3,000 Texas Edition Package Discount,$1,000GM Loyalty 2005 or newer GM Owner,
$35,740 Final All sales plus T.T.&L. and doc fee of $150 With approved credit. From dealer stock. See dealer for
complete details.
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Dear Rusty: I’ve been
trying to determine the
best way to proceed with
retirement and could use
some help. I’d like to
retire on or about my
62nd birthday this
September. Waiting for
“full retirement” does not
motivate as I have income
replacement through my
real estate investments.
I’ll have way over any
earnings limits for 2019,
but I don’t want to have
my benefits reduced. Can
I apply as SSA suggests
three months before my
62nd birthday without
running afoul of SSA’s
arcane benefit reduction
rules? Or should I quit
first then apply? Please
don’t refer me to my
Financial Advisor or local
SSA office, they just
confuse. Signed: Anxious
to Retire

Dear Anxious: Well
I’m afraid I can’t offer you
any obscure methods to
avoid Social Security’s
rules & regulations, but
perhaps I can clarify
some things which will
help you manage the
timing of your application
for Social Security
benefits. From what
you’ve said, I assume you
mean you plan to retire
from your working career
in September, but by that
time you will have greatly
exceeded Social Security’s
annual earnings limit
(which is $17,640 for
2019). Again, from what
you’ve said, you wish to
claim SS as soon as
possible but you don’t
want to lose any benefits
because of exceeding the
earnings limit. So, if you
wish to claim SS as soon
as you turn 62, you’ll be
happy to know that there
is a special rule which
applies for your first year
of collecting benefits
before your full retire-
ment age (66 _ in your
case).

That “first year rule”
essentially says that if
you start benefits in mid-
year, earnings prior to the
month your benefits start
don’t count; instead you’ll
be subject to a monthly
earnings test for the
remainder of that year,
once your benefits have
started. So in your case,
your first month of
eligibility for SS would be
the month of October (you
must be 62 for the entire
month to be eligible for
benefits), and your
benefit payment for
October would be paid the
following month (the
payment date will be
either the 2nd, 3rd, or 4th
Wednesday of the month,

Ask Rusty – Social
Security’s “First Year”
Rule

depending on the day of
the month you were
born). Then, starting with
the month of October, if
you do not have earnings
from working which
exceed $1,470 in any of
the remaining months of
2019, your benefits will
not be cut; but if you have
earnings from working
which exceed that
monthly amount in any
month for the rest of
2019, then you will not be
entitled to SS benefits for
that month. Exceeding
the monthly limit by any
amount (even by $1) will
cause Social Security to
take back the full benefit
for that month. So, if your
plan is to retire from your
working career in Sep-
tember and depend upon
your savings and invest-
ments for income, and if
you claim Social Security
as soon as you’re eligible
in October and you have
no further earnings from
working, you’ll not suffer
any loss of benefits in
2019.

But just as a caution,
after 2019 you’ll still be
subject to the annual
“earnings test” because
you’re claiming Social
Security before you reach
your full retirement age,
and the annual earnings
test will apply until the
month that you reach
your full retirement age
(after that, there is no
longer a limit to what you
can earn). As for when
you should apply for
benefits, Social Security
recommends that you
apply 3 months before
you wish your benefits to
begin. When applying,
you can specify the month
you want your benefits to
start, so if you wish that
to be at age 62 simply
specify October 2019 as
your benefit start month.
Applying prior to Septem-
ber and specifying
October as your benefit
start month will not
expose you to any extra
earnings limitations over
those explained above.

This article is intended
for information purposes
only and does not repre-
sent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the AMAC
Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by
the National Social
Security Association
(NSSA). NSSA and the
AMAC Foundation and
its staff are not affiliated
with or endorsed by the
Social Security Adminis-
tration or any other
governmental entity.

Social
Security
Matters

by AMAC Certified Social Security Advisor Russell Gloor
Association of Mature American Citizens

AUSTIN — The Texas
House of Representa-
tives on April 3 approved
much-anticipated legis-
lation written to revise
the state's public school
finance system. The vote
was 148-1, and the bill
now moves to the Senate
for consideration.

House Bill 3 would in-
crease pay for public
school classroom teach-
ers, librarians and other
full-time personnel and
also would enable prop-
erty tax relief. Primari-
ly authored by House
Education Committee
Chair Dan Huberty, R-
Houston, joint authors
include Reps. Diego Ber-
nal, D-San Antonio; John
Zerwas, R-Richmond;
Ken King, R-Canadian;
and Alma Allen, D-Hous-
ton.

HB 3's estimated net
cost would be $9.5 bil-
lion, covering the fiscal
biennium that ends Aug.
31, 2021. In addition to
pay increases and incen-
tives, HB 3 would reduce
recapture and enable
some $2.7 billion in prop-
erty tax relief. The legis-
lation, among its general
provisions, changes the
order in which the Foun-
dation School Program is
financed so that state-
available school funds
would be applied before
locally generated proper-
ty tax revenue.

After the House voted,
Gov. Greg Abbott ap-
plauded lawmakers for
their work and said,
“Texans are demanding
meaningful reforms to
our school finance sys-
tem, and today’s passage
of HB 3 in the House is a
vital step toward that
goal. By reducing recap-
ture, investing more
money in our schools and
in our teachers, the Leg-
islature is making
changes that will have a
lasting impact on our
education system, and
more importantly, our
students."

State Rep. Gina Hino-
josa, D-Austin, chair of
the House Democratic
Caucus Special Commit-
tee on Education, in an
April 3 news release
called HB 3 “the bill we
have been working for.”

House passes legislation
to reform school finance,
property taxes

“To the teachers who
dedicate their working
lives to our kids, who for
too long have been un-
der-appreciated and un-
heard: We hear you, and
this bill is for you,” she
said.

“In February, House
Democrats put forward
our Texas Kids First
Plan. We laid out a num-
ber of key priorities for
our vision for the future
of public education in
Texas. Today, I am
pleased to say that this
bill incorporates most of
those priorities.

“House Bill 3 is an ex-
ample of what happens
when we come together
— Democrats and Re-
publicans — and instead
of fighting about our dif-
ferent visions, speak
honestly about what we
want and what we can
achieve together. We can
expect and can tolerate
no less,” Hinojosa added.

Both houses must
agree

Meanwhile, the Sen-
ate Finance Committee
on April 3 unanimously
approved a budget bill
that matches the
House's appropriation
on two of the session's
top priorities: education
finance and property tax
reform.

A report filed by the
Senate News Service
points out that while the
House and Senate have
settled on $9 billion in
additional funding to-
ward those priorities,

exactly how the funds
would be spent is still up
for debate.

Senate Finance Com-
mittee Chair Jane Nel-
son, R-Flower Mound,
said, "We continue to ne-
gotiate this issue with
the House, but both
chambers have now
reached $9 billion set
aside for whatever
agreement we reach.”

Revenue increase
noted

State sales tax reve-
nue totaled $2.6 billion
last month, an amount 9
percent greater than the
amount calculated for
the month of March
2018, Texas Comptroller
Glen Hegar announced
April 2.

The comptroller’s of-
fice reported increased
collections in all major
economic sectors, includ-
ing retail trade, informa-
tion services, oil and gas
and restaurants. "Much
of the increase stemmed
more from consumer
spending rather than
business spending,” He-
gar said.

Furthermore, total
sales tax revenue for the
three months ending in
March 2019 was up 7.3
percent compared to the
same period a year ago,
according to agency sta-
tistics.

RRC marks
anniversary

On March 31, 1919,
the Texas Legislature
enacted a statute giving
the Texas Railroad Com-
mission regulatory au-
thority over the oil and
gas industry in the Lone
Star State.

Railroad Commission-
er Christi Craddick
wrote an April 1 editori-
al commemorating the
milestone. Among the
points she made was
that the commission’s
well-plugging program is
hitting historic numbers.
In fiscal years 2018-
2019, the Texas Legisla-
ture set a performance
goal for the agency to
plug 1,958 abandoned
wells. However, Crad-
dick said, the commis-
sion is on track to plug
about 3,000. Craddick
pointed out that funds to
plug the wells come from
fees paid by the energy
industry, not from Texas
taxpayers.

Be ‘Earth-
Minded’

(NAPSI)—In celebra-
tion of Earth Day this
month, an online Envi-
ronmental Survey can
help families and class-
room students score their
environmental habits and
get practical tips on how
to conserve energy, save
water, and reduce waste
and pollution.

The free survey can be
taken in just a few
minutes on a computer,
smartphone, or tablet.
Based on their survey
input, families and
classes will receive
personalized recommen-
dations that can help
them reduce their
environmental footprint
and, in some cases, even
save money.

“Covering all types of
household topics, the
Environmental Survey is
a fun and informative
way for classrooms and
families to understand
how they impact the
environment and to learn
commonsense behaviors
that help children and
adults be more environ-
mentally responsible,”
says Joe Haworth from
the Think Earth Environ-
mental Education
Foundation.

Home and school
versions of the free
survey with detailed
results are available
online at
www.thinkearth.org/
surveys.

Founded in 1988,
Think Earth is a nonprof-
it organization that
pioneered the develop-
ment of classroom lesson
plans promoting environ-
mental awareness and
behaviors. Think Earth
lessons for K-5 elementa-
ry grades have reached
more than 4 million
students. Educators and
parents can download the
free materials at
www.thinkearth.org.

How are
you going
to celebrate
Earth Day?

(NAPSI)—On April 22,
1970, 20 million Ameri-
cans gathered in the
streets, in parks and in
auditoriums around the
country in support of a
healthy, sustainable
environment. By the end
of that year, the first
Earth Day had led to the
creation of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency
(EPA). This year, the
EPA is hoping that same
number of Americans will
make a difference—by
pledging to choose
ENERGY STAR certified
products. Products that
earn the ENERGY STAR
label—everything from
appliances and electron-
ics to LED lighting, smart
thermostats and air
conditioners—are
independently certified to
save energy and reduce
emissions of the green-
house gases associated
with climate change.

ENERGY STAR
certified products not
only help protect the
climate, they help lower
energy bills. According to
Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory, a
typical household spends
about $2,000 a year on
energy. A home outfitted
with products that have
earned the ENERGY
STAR can save 30
percent, or about $575 a
year. Over their lifetime,
these products can save
the average homeowner
about $8,750 on utility
bills and reduce green-
house gas emissions by
77,000 pounds of carbon
dioxide.

For more information
about the ENERGY STAR
pledge, visit
www.energystar.gov/
earthday.
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INSIDE: Hand, Wrist and Elbow Pain Seminar

Nurture Nature
Festival

Saturday, April 13,
2019 from 10 am - 4 pm.
Live animals, butterflies,
kid fish tank and much
more. 6213 Bayway
Drive, Baytownm TX
77520. For questions,
please contact Tracey
Prothro at 281-420-7128.

Events at the
Jones Library

Wednesday - April
17th - 10:00 AM - Easter
Egg Hunt

Join them for the
Easter Storytime
beginning at 10:00 am -
read a short story - then
head outside for the
Easter Egg Hunt.

Don’t forget to bring
your own Easter Basket.
When finish hunting
Easter Eggs, the kids will
redeem them for a goodie
bag full of treats.

Please bring a snack
to share with the group
and a blanket to sit on.
They will have a picnic on
the lawn once the egg
hunt is over.

Saturday - April 27th -
10:00 AM - Nimble
Thimbles

The next meeting of the
Nimble Thimbles Quilting/
Sewing Club will be
Saturday April 27th from
10:00 AM to 1:00 PM. Please
bring your sewing machine
and your sewing materials
with you.

Jones Public Library is
located at 801 S. Cleveland
St., Dayton, TX 77535. Call
936-258-7060 with any
questions.

Audubon Bird
Survey

Thursday, April 18,
2019, 8 am, 6213 Bayway
Drive, Baytownm TX 77520.
Each third Thursday
September - May, Houston
Audubon sponsors a bird
count done by volunteers to
help collect valuable date
of birds that breed, winter
and migrate through the
nature center. No
experience is necessary; in
fact, this is one of the best
ways to gain experience in
bird identification. Come be
a part of this important
citizen science project.
Don’t miss the fall migration
of warblers, humminbirds,
shore birds, hawks and
maby more!

Full Moon Hike
Saturday, April 20, 2019,

9 pm at Baytown Nature
Center, 6213 Bayway Drive,
Baytown, TX. 77520.

Meet at Tracey’s
Theater, hikes are weather
permitting and free with
regular admission to the
nature center. If doubt
about weather, call 281-424-
9198 or check facebook
page.

Programs at
Sam &
Carmena Goss
Library

This is what is
happening at the Sam and
Carmena Goss Memorial
Branch Library the week of
April, 15.

• Tuesday, April 16 -
10:00, Baby & Me (ages 0-
24 mos)

•The Library will be
closed Friday, April 19, for
Good Friday and Saturday,
April 20, for the Easter
Holiday.

Call 281-576-2245 to
register.

Baytown Youth Fair
Cook Off was popular

The Baytown Area Quilt
Guild is having a Quilt
Show, Friday,  May 3 from
9 am - 5 pm and Saturday,
May 4 from 9 am - 4 pm at
Lee College’s Sports Arena
located at 200 Lee Drive,
Baytown, Texas 77520.

The theme will be Votes
For Women…Celebrating
the 19th Amendment.

Special Guest Texas
Historian Kay Reed Arnold
of the Ruthe Winegarten
Foundation for Women in
Texas History will give dai-
ly lectures titled “Piecing It

Baytown area quilt
show set May 3, 4

Together; Women win the
right to vote.”  Lectures
daily at 11 a.m. & 2 p.m.

Special Quilt Exhibit:
HERstory:  A Celebration
of Strong Women (A trav-
eling exhibit that was first
shown at International
Quilt Festival in Houston)

Admission is $8. There
will be also quilt exhibits,
vendors, donation quilt
drawing, raffle baskets,
scissor sharpening, silent
auction, special exhibits
and historical lectures.

HOUSTON – Harris
County Precinct 2 Com-
missioner Adrian Garcia
met with federal officials
in Washington, D.C., this
week to advocate for infra-
structure resources and
enhancing safety and col-
laboration with the chem-
ical industry after the ITC
explosion.

 During the visit, which
spanned Monday, April 1,
through Thursday, April 4,
Commissioner Garcia met
with EPA officials to ad-
dress the lack of air moni-
tors available after a fire
broke out at Intercontinen-
tal Terminals Company in
Deer Park March 17 and
burned for days. Garcia
emphasized the need for
more foam on site to be
able to combat these blaz-
es, as well as the impor-
tance of knowing quickly
what is inside the tanks so
first-responders can be
both safe and effective.

“We need to work to-
gether, at all levels of gov-
ernment, to ensure
industry leaders and our
communities cannot just
co-exist, but be good neigh-
bors and look out for each
other,” Commissioner Gar-
cia said.

 ITC continued to be ad-
dressed in meetings with
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s
team, Senator John
Cornyn, various members
of Congress and the Amer-
ican Chemical Council.
Also in those discussions,
Commissioner Garcia
pushed for infrastructure
resources in Precinct 2,
specifically around the

Commissioner Garcia meets
with Federal Officials to
address ITC incident

Port of Houston and advo-
cated for more funding for
community colleges to help
with workforce develop-
ment.

“I’m working to make
sure Precinct 2 is the place
where people and compa-
nies alike come to thrive,”
Garcia said. “But I can’t do

it alone. All government
stakeholders need be
aware of our needs and ex-
actly what needs to be
done to address it.”

 Garcia wrapped up the
trip Thursday with meet-
ings with Rep. Lizzie
Fletcher and the National
Association of Counties.

Commissioner Garcia with State Officials at
Washington, D.C.

Commissioner Garcia, middle, with State Officials
at Washington, D.C.

EPA announces
new Air Quality
website

 Baytown Area Quilt Guild’s 2019 Donation Quilt called
“Women of Courage” symbolizing Texas women who
worked tirelessly in the Suffrage Movement to win the right
to vote in National and State elections.  Shown with the quilt
are Quilt Show Chairperson, Tracy Williams (left) and Do-
nation Quilt Ticket Sales, Becky Bradley (right).
The quilt is designed by Cinda Thompson & Jane DeSte-
fano and quilted by Jen Dupey.  The dimensions are 74.5” x
88”.  To purchase donation quilt tickets (6/$5 or $1 each),
contact Becky at reandu@gmail.com  The drawing for this
quilt will occur at the upcoming Quilt Show (May 3-4) at
Lee College’s Sports Arena, 200 Lee Drive, Baytown.

(April 3, 2019 – HOUS-
TON, TX) – The Harry Potter
Film Concert Series returns
to Jones Hall with Harry Pot-
ter and the Order of the Phoe-
nix in Concert, the fifth film
in the Harry Potter series. On
July 18–20, Keitaro Harada
will conduct the Houston
Symphony in performing the
magical score live from Har-
ry Potter and the Order of the
Phoenix while the entire film
plays in high-definition on a
40-foot screen.

 In 2016, CineConcerts and
Warner Bros. Consumer Prod-
ucts announced the Harry
Potter Film Concert Series, a

The Houston Symphony annouces Harry Potter film concert series
global concert tour celebrat-
ing the Harry Potter films.
Since the world premiere of
Harry Potter and the Sorcer-
er’s Stone in Concert in June
2016, more than 1.3 million
fans have enjoyed this magi-
cal experience from J.K. Rowl-
ing’s Wizarding World, which
is scheduled to include over
900 performances across
more than 48 countries world-
wide through 2019.

The rebellion begins! Lord
Voldemort is back, but the
Ministry of Magic tries to
keep a lid on the truth – in-
cluding appointing a new,
power-hungry Defense

Against the Dark Arts profes-
sor at Hogwarts. Ron and
Hermione convince Harry to
secretly train students for the
wizarding war ahead. A ter-
rifying showdown between
good and evil awaits!

Nominated for a World
Soundtrack Discovery Award,
composer Nicholas Hooper
uses experimental techniques
and unique instruments to
compose two new main
themes reflecting not only
Dolores Umbridge but Volde-
mort’s inflection into Harry’s
psyche. By using Japanese
Taiko drums, Hooper allows a
deeper and more nefarious
undercurrent to permeate the

magical adventure of Harry
and his friends as they pre-
pare for the wizarding war
ahead.

 Justin Freer, President of
CineConcerts and Producer/
Conductor of the Harry Pot-
ter Film Concert Series ex-
plains, "The Harry Potter film
series is a once-in-a-lifetime
cultural phenomenon that
continues to delight millions
of fans around the world. It is
with great pleasure that we
bring fans for the first time
ever an opportunity to expe-
rience the award-winning
music scores played live by a
symphony orchestra, all while
the beloved film is simulta-

neously projected onto the big
screen. This is truly an unfor-
gettable event.”

 Brady Beaubien of Cine-
Concerts and Concert Produc-
er for the Harry Potter Film
Concert Series added, “Harry
Potter is synonymous with ex-
citement around the world
and we hope that by perform-
ing this incredible music with
the full movie, audiences will
enjoy returning to the Wiz-
arding World.”

Tickets went on sale April
3, 2019 at 12 p.m. via
houstonsymphony.org, (713)
224-7575 for Harry Potter
and the Order of the Phoenix
in Concert.

•EPA and TCEQ
announce story map
resource
•Interactive tool
provides easy access
for ITC fire data

DALLAS – (March 31,
2019) - Today, the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection
Agency (EPA) and the Tex-
as Commission on Envi-
ronmental Quality (TCEQ)
announce a new interac-
tive resource to help keep
the public updated and in-
formed about the response
activities for the Intercon-
tinental Terminals Compa-
ny LLC (ITC) Fire in La
Porte, Texas.

The new resource, a col-
laborative, interactive “sto-
ry map,” can be viewed on
EPA’s website at
response.epa.gov/ITCTank-
Fire.

EPA and TCEQ’s re-
sponse actions, as well as
maps, photos and sampling
locations are featured.

On March 17, 2019, in
response to a tank fire at
the ITC facility, EPA,
TCEQ, along with state
and local agencies joined
ITC in a Unified Com-
mand. EPA and TCEQ con-
tinue to be onsite for the
emergency response fo-
cused on providing the as-
sistance and coordination
needed to address any dis-
charges from the site. EPA
and TCEQ have been con-
ducting water sampling
and air monitoring
throughout the affected
areas from the onset of the
response.

TCEQ and the EPA
have decades of experience

See EPA Air Quality, p. 8

The Kick-off dance and Cook-off for the Baytown Youth Fair & Livestock show was last weekend
at the 7900 N. Main location. The dance featured David Glenn from Montgomery County and
many teams from Highlands and Crosby participated. Funds raised in the weekend event go to
purchase of projects at next week’s Baytown Youth Fair Auction. Above climate controlled
tents were very attractive for those seeking relief from out door atmosphere.
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✯    C O M M U N I T Y     W A T C H   ✯

Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2018 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: cri.tax.jhinson@gmail.com

Maximum Tax Savings

281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide,

Hospice Services
*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

Sam Houston killed, really

KMCO Updates,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

reports and commen-
tary questioning our
company’s commitment
to safe and compliant
operations based large-
ly on the cumulative
record of enforcement
actions over the decades
of the plant’s existence.

 Mr. Foley noted, “It is
important for our neigh-
bors to understand that
KMCO, LLC is a new
company that acquired
a 40-year old plant in its
preexisting condition.
When our new manage-
ment team came on-
board starting in 2015,
we immediately re-
vamped the inspection
process and self-report-
ed all compliance viola-
tions we discovered to
TCEQ.  The first step in
fixing problems is to
own up to them, and we
did so.  While we have
self-reported shortcom-
ings in recent years, the
bulk of our citations and
fines have been a direct
result of our responsible
efforts to fix preexisting

issues, improve mainte-
nance and upgrade the
facility.”

 KMCO LLC pur-
chased the Crosby facil-
ity from KMCO LP in
2 0 1 2 .   T h e r e f o r e ,
KMCO, LLC did not
own or operate the Cros-
by facility and is not re-
s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a n y
historic incidents or vi-
olations that occurred
prior to 2012, including
those that were fully ad-
judicated in 2016.  From
the beginning, our num-
ber  one  pr ior i ty  at
KMCO, LLC has been
safe and compliant oper-
ations.

 After the acquisition,
KMCO, LLC‘s new own-
ers recruited a new
management team in
2015 that dramatically
accelerated the process
of transforming the com-
pany by investing tens
of millions in new capi-
tal and re-investing on-
going profits in people,
processes, policies, and
facility upgrades to safe-

guard our employees
and the community, as
well as the integrity and
sustainability of our
business. With the help
of our dedicated team,
we will continue our
mission of transforming
KMCO into a next-gen-
eration, best-practice
operator that exceeds
the expectations of our
customers, employees,
surrounding communi-
ties, regulators and the
industry at large.

Regarding Communi-
cations with the Compa-
ny

Community residents
wishing to contact the
company are invited to
call the KMCO commu-
nity outreach number at
(281) 328-0285.

 If residents should
find any debris from the
incident on their proper-
ty, they should call the
community outreach
number above and the
company will dispatch
crews to remove it.

B. P. Hopper Primary
celebrates the school’s
Second Annual
Science Fair. The
winners are (front,
from left) Dorean
Sanchez, Jack Arnolds,
Jayden Burguete,
(back, from left) Jorge
Gomez, Abraham
Gonzalez and Jude
Kilgore.

Hopper Primary celebrates
second annual science fair

A 100th anniversary calls
for a celebration, and Goose
Creek Consolidated Inde-
pendent School District in-
vites the community to join
the festivities Saturday,
April 13, at Bicentennial
Park in Baytown.  The event
is from 4-8 p.m., and entry
is free to the public.

Dr. Randal O’Brien,
Goose Creek CISD superin-
tendent, will kick off the fes-
tival at 4 p.m., and Brandon
Capetillo, Mayor of Bay-
town, will present a procla-
mation in recognition of the
district’s 100th anniversary.

Vendors, food trucks, in-
flatables, a photo booth, face
painters and other activities
will add to the celebration.
A special performance by
1980s cover band Molly and
the Ringwalds is scheduled
for 6:30-8 p.m. Bring your
lawn chairs and enjoy the
event!

Parking will be available
on Market Street and at
IMPACT Early College
High School. A portion of
Lee Drive will be blocked off
to help with traffic flow, so
attendees should plan ac-
cordingly.

Goose Creek Indepen-
dent School District was cre-
ated by the Special Laws of
Texas in February 1919, and
the first Goose Creek ISD
School Board was organized
July 26, 1919. The board’s
first task was to hire the

Goose Creek CISD invites community
to celebrate 100th anniversary

Ricky Clem, member of the Goose Creek CISD
board of trustees, and wife Brenda Clem, a retired
Goose Creek CISD teacher, get ready to celebrate
the school district’s 100th anniversary.

first superintendent John F.
Crawford. The growing pop-
ulation, many brought by
Humble Oil and Refining
Company (later Exxon
U.S.A.) to the booming oil
town, was served by school
district, and donations from
businesses and the willing-
ness of parents to volunteer
helped Goose Creek ISD
provide a quality education
for its students just as the
community and business
partnerships strengthen
Goose Creek CISD today.

In 1936, voters approved
the annexation of High-
lands, and Goose Creek, Pel-
ly and Baytown, known as

the Tri-Cities, officially uni-
fied January 24, 1948.
March 5, 1954, Cedar Bay-
ou Independent School Dis-
trict consolidated with
Goose Creek Independent
School District, forming the
Goose Creek Consolidated
Independent School Dis-
trict. The district has a rich
history, and today it serves
nearly 24,000 students on
28 campuses and offers two
early college high schools,
seven career academies,
dual credit and advanced
placement classes as well as
numerous programs and
extracurricular activities.

HUFFMAN  – Tony
Samuel Houston was
gunned down on Sun-
day, April 7.

 At about 5:25 p.m.
deputies from District 2
of the Harris County
Sheriff ’s Office respond-
ed to a shooting call at a
business in Huffman.
The address toned out
via radio indicated
23,100 FM 2100. Actual-
ly, the shooting was be-
hind the business at a
travel trailer.

The son of the owner
of that trailer, one Dar-

ren Petix, told investi-
gators that he had al-
lowed Houston to live in
the trailer temporarily.
He further stated that
the two of them had be-
gun to argue and that
Houston had threat-
ened to get a knife from
inside the trailer and
cut Petix.

Investigators will al-
lege that Darren Petix
pulled out his handgun
and shot Sam Houston
at point blank range
multiple times. The in-
juries that resulted

killed Houston.
Petix’s statements in-

dicated that he then put
his gun inside his pick-
up truck and called 911.

According to detec-
tives, the scene investi-
gation and the
statements made by
Petix did not match. The
Homicide team say that
Petix claim of self-de-
fense did not collaborate
with his version of the
facts. Petix has been
charged with the murder
of Tony Samuel Hous-
ton.
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Attorney at Law

KAREN A. BLOMSTROM
281-328-7311

Crosby, TX 77532

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Pride only breeds quarrels,
but wisdom is found in

those who take advice.

Call
GRAFIKSHOP

for printing jobs

713-977-2555

God is our refuge
and strengh, a

very present help
in trouble

Psalm: 46:1

I can do all things
through Christ who

strengthens me.

PHILIPPIANS 4:13

FAITH
can move

MOUNTAINS
Matthew 17:20

LOVE NEVER FAILS
I Corinthians 13:8

CALL 713-266-3444 FOR A QUOTE TO
REACH MORE THAN 7,000

READERS WEEKLY

Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to

speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them. Acts 2:4

Rise in the presence of the
aged, show respect for the

elderly and revere your God.
Leviticus 19:32

Be alert. Continue strong in
the faith. Have courage

and be strong.
1 Corinthians 16:13

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

What we suffer now
is nothing compared

to the glory He will
reveal to us later

ROMANS 8:18

CERTIFIED
CONTRACTOR

Financing Available

MR. ROOFER
281-452-0000

✯     L I F E S T Y L E    P A G E    ✯

Dylan Wade
Doskocil

Dylan Wade Doskocil, of
Crosby, passed away on
March 28, 2019 at the age
of 29. He was born on May
25, 1989 in Baytown, Tex-
as to Cheryl Bayless and
Royce Doskocil. Dylan was
an amazing father to his
two little beautiful girls,
Haylee and Makenna. He
enjoyed going to the beach,
hunting, fishing on the
boat, and playing softball.
Dylan also enjoyed hang-
ing out at family gather-
ings. He was a good
brother and protecter to
his younger sisters. Dylan
was working hard towards
becoming a Master Electri-
cian, and anytime he ac-
complished something he
couldn’t wait to show off
his achievements to his
family. He was a fun-lov-
ing, happy-go-lucky man
that was always smiling.
Dylan was a kid at heart
with a big personality who
will be missed dearly by all
who knew him.

He was preceded in
death by his grandmother
Sandra Bayless; and
grandfather Raymond
Doskocil.

Dylan is survived by his
two girls Haylee and Mak-

OBITUARIES
✯

enna; mother and stepfa-
ther Cheryl Bayless &
James Bell; father and
step-mother Royce & An-
gela Doskocil; sisters
Cheyanne Reis, Amanda
Raye Doskocil, Cassandra
Bell and Ava Doskocil;
grandfather Young Jim
Bayless; and grandmother
Doris “Memaw” Doskocil.
He is also survived by a
very big family and many
friends.

A visitation for family
and friends was held on
Friday, April 5, 2019 from
5:00-8:00 pm at Crosby
Church, 5725 US-90, Cros-

by, TX 77532. Funeral ser-
vices were held at 10:00
am on Saturday, April 6,
2019 at Crosby Church.
Interment followed in Ster-
ling-White Cemetery. To
offer condolences to the
family, please visit
www.sterlingwhite.com.

In lieu of flowers, Dy-
lan’s family has set up a
memorial fund that will
benefit his daughters.  The
family requests that dona-
tions be made C\O Com-
munityBank of Texas, PO
Box 929, Crosby, Texas
77532. Attn: Judy Cul-
breath 281-328-4815.
Checks may be made pay-
able to either of his daugh-
ters, Haylee or Makenna
Doskocil.   Thank you for
respecting these wishes.

STERLING ~ WHITE
FUNERAL HOME & CEMETERY

281-426-3555

11011 Crosby-Lynchburg Rd.
Highlands, TX 77562

Carmen in Highlands

Children up to age nine
are welcome to join in the
fun-filled activities at
Crosby Community Cen-
ter, 409 Hare Road, Cros-
by 77532, Saturday, April
13 from 9 a.m. to 11:30
a.m. Activities include

Hippity Hop Egg Hunt at
Crosby Community Center

crafts, a picture with the
Easter bunny, train ride,
treats, and hunting for
goodies nestled in bright
plastic eggs. Children are
encouraged to bring an
Easter basket. Space is

limited, so register today
by calling the Center at
(281) 462-0543.

Easter Egg Hunt Schedule:
9:30 a.m.    Ages 3 and under
10 a.m.       Ages 4 through 6
10:30 a.m.  Ages 7 through 9

The Crosby High School
Alumni Association has
announced the dates of the
meetings to plan the 2019
Annual All Classes Re-
union. The meetings are

 CHS Alumni Committee meeting dates
held at the Crosby Com-
munity Center on Hare
Road beginning at 6 pm.
The dates are: Wednesday,
April 24, Wednesday, May
22, Wednesday, June 26

and Wednesday, July 24.
The 37th Annual All

Classes Reunion is sched-
uled for Saturday, August
3, 2019 at the Crosby
American Legion Hall.

The Czech Heritage So-
ciety of Texas, Harris
County Chapter is prepar-
ing for our Annual Czech
SpringFest. We will hold
our festival on Sunday,
April 28, 2019. It will be
held at the SPJST Lodge
#88, 1435 Beall St. Hous-
ton, in the Heights Area.

This being our 24th An-
nual Czech SpringFest, we
look forward to having an
outstanding crowd with

Annual Czech Spring
Festival set April 28

much entertainment and
many vendors selling their
wares. Our usual Country
Store and Sausage Booth
will be available. This year
we will have a Czech Mar-
ket selling decorative ac-
cessories, books and other
Czech items. A small silent
auction of boutique items
will be adjacent to the
Czech Market.

Craft Artist Vladimir
Klimis from the Czech Re-

public will be there to dem-
onstrate his skill of wood
carving.

A traditional Czech
Sunday dinner will be
served from 11 am till 2
pm.

Music will be provided
by the Kovanda Czech
Band from 11 am till 3 pm
and The Texas legacy
Czech Band will play from
3 pm till 6:30 pm.

Eastgate Church Easter
Production, LOVE IS
ALIVE, will be Easter Sun-
day at 10 :30 a.m. with an
Egg Hunt and BBQ lunch
following the service.

There will also be a special
Saturday Matinee Perfor-
mance at 4 p.m. with a
Hamburger Supper, Egg
Hunt, and activities for the
kids afterward.

Eastgate Church is lo-
cated at 1707 CR 611 - 6
miles east of Huffman on
FM 1960, then south 1/4
mile on CR 611.
www.eastgate-church.com

 Eastgate Church Easter “Love Is Alive.”

The Highlands Ministerial Alliance brought the legenday CARMEN to sing
and preach at the Highlands Middle School on April 5 beginning at 7:00
p.m. Carmen Domenic Licciardello a popular contemporary gospel singer
and evangelist was a charismatic part of the genesis of the new Christian
Music movement from 1982 until present. Carmen became a born again
Christian at an Andrae’ Crouch concert.
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responding to natural and
man-made disasters. Both
agencies are assisting in
this response with equip-
ment and expertise in re-
sponse management and
air and water quality test-
ing and analysis. EPA has
conducted ground level air

monitoring with hand held
equipment and the Air-
borne Spectral Photomet-
ric Environmental
Collection Technology air-
craft (ASPECT). The EPA
Trace Atmosphere Gas An-
alyzer (TAGA) has also
been monitoring for organ-

ic compounds in the
air. The TCEQ continues
to work around the clock,
pulling in inspectors from
regions around the state to
conduct air monitoring and
water quality sampling.
Test results are being post-
ed to the TCEQ’s incident
website daily

EPA Air Quality,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Crosby Oil
Facility Fire,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Goose Creek Bond,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

for five areas:
-- Aging Schools and

Repairs, $114.8 million
-- New Construction for

Growth and Equity, $155.3
million

-- Athletics Improve-
ments, $12 million

-- Safety and Security
Improvements, $3.75 mil-
lion

-- Technology, $49.7 mil-
lion.

The total for all the cat-
egories is $335,725,000
million.

Within the category Ag-
ing School and Repairs,
plans are for 3 renovations
and additions to Stuart
Careet Tech High School;
Upgrades and renovations
to building systems; roof
repairs and replacements;
Lee High School Auditori-
um Renovation; Fine Arts
upgrades; Parking and site
drainage work; CTE class-
room renovations; and
some new buses.

Within the category
New Construction, plans
are for a new Elementary
School, a new Junior
School, a replacement for
San Jacinto elementary,

Stuart Career Tech addi-
tion; new Fine Arts facili-
ties; an Education Service
Center; and a construction
lab at Sterling high school.

Within the category
Athletic Improvements,
plans are for a new field
house at Stallworth Stadi-
um; new running tracks
and lighting at all the jun-
ior schools.

Within the category of
Safety and Security, plans
are for a bus camera sys-
tem, and GPS tracking up-
grades; and expansion of
the GC CISD police de-
partment.

Within the category
Technology, plans are to
replace white boards and
projectors, computer lab
and library technology,
teacher desktops and pre-
sentation stations at all
schools; expand and re-
place mobile devices at all
elementary and junior
schools; and at all facilites
replace administrative
computers, upgrade wire-
less networks, and replace
network cabling.

O’Brien said that the
cost to taxpayers would be

$9.60 per month or $115
per year for a home owner
with a $100,000 valued
home; and proportionately
for others. School taxes are
expected to rise 11.5 cents
per appraised $100 value.
He noted that for home-
owners over 64 years old,
taxes would be frozen at
the current level.

Election Day is Satur-
day, May 4 from 7:00 am to
7:00 pm. Voters can vote
early starting April 22-27
from 7am to 7pm; April 28
from 1pm to 6pm; and
April 29-30 from 7am to
7pm.

Voting locations in Har-
ris County are at the Law
Library downtown, and the
Baytown Community Cen-
ter. Locations for Cham-
bers County residents are
the GCCISD Admin Build-
ing on I-10 in Baytown,
and the Chambers County
Community Center Bayou
Annex on Highway 146 in
Baytown.

Additional information
is available on the GC
CISD website,
GCCISD.net, or at
GCbond2019.com.

Smoke billows from the
burning oil storage
tanks at this well
facility on Sralla Road.
The photo was taken
Thursday morning,
after burning all night
from a lightning strike.
(Photo by Lewis Spearman/
Star-Courier)

At right is an aerial
view of the oil well and
storage tanks that
were destroyed in the
fire. The aerial photo
was taken before the
fire. Sralla Road is
about 1500 feet to the
right.
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS Your AD will reach up to 120,000
readers in our FOUR newspapers, with a
combined circulation of 40,000 copies.
Get ACTION on your AD. Rates start at
only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Part Time Position available for

Newspaper ad sales person for the
Aldine and North Channel areas.
Set your own hours. Commission
basis means you can earn more.
Bilingual helpful. Car required.

Send resume to
nenewsroom@aol.com.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

INTERN AT A NEWSPAPER
Part Time Position available for
person interested in learning all

phases of the news business. Will
experience writing, interviewing,

sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Send

letter of interest to
nenewsroom@aol.com.

HELP WANTED

Secretary
Experience
with Windows, Mi-
crosoft Office, Excel
spreadsheets, inven-
tories, letters, emails,
contracts, telephone
and faxing, check
writing, payables,
payroll, and general
filing. Full Time, in-
dustrial equipment
knowledge, good
benefits.
Send resume to
hr@mayfieldsurplus.com

            14-2

www.starcouriernews.com
www.northchannelstar.com

LEGAL NOTICES
APPEAR IN THE

HIGHLANDS STAR
CROSBY COURIER,
AND THE NORTH
CHANNEL STAR.

CALL
713-266-3444

“Proposals for RFP 19-006 UIL Student Athletic
Insurance  will be received by the Galena Park
Independent School District until Tuesday, May 7, 2019 @
2:30 PM CSDT. At that time proposals will be opened at
the GPISD Admin Bldg located at 14705 Woodforest Blvd.,
Houston, TX 77015. Additional information may be obtained
by contacting Brooke Lakner, Director of Purchasing at
832-386-1008 or on our website: http://galenaparkisd.com.
The Galena Park ISD reserves the right to reject any or all
proposals.”

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

HIGHLANDS:
Library
Food Town
Community Center
Backdraft Rest.
Woodforest Bank
Conoco Station
Post Office
(outside)
CROSBY:
Library
Community Center
Race Track
Arlan’s Market
Kroger’s
Community Bank (2)
HUFFMAN
Exxon Station
Community Bank

Where can I pick
up a Star-
Courier?

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

Notice is hereby
given that Original
Letters of Adminis-
tration for Docket
No. 473407; Estate
of MARY LUCILLE
ROUSE  De-
ceased; In Probate
Court No. 3, of Har-
ris County, Texas,
Deceased, were is-
sued on March 29,
2019.

DANIEL JAMES
ROUSE, JR. and

LORETTA SHERRI
GREGERSEN

The residence ad-
dress of the admin-
istrator is in Harris
County, Texas. The
mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
5223 Garth Rd.

Baytown, TX
77521

All persons having
claims against this
Estate which is cur-
rently being admin-
istered are required
to present them
within the time and
in the manner pre-
scribed by law.
Dated this April 4,
2019

by   WESTON
COTTEN

    Attorney for the
Estate
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Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

✯
SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

YOUR LOCAL
NEWSPAPERS ARE ON
YOUR SMART PHONE!

Follow local news on the
Internet, on your browser:

www.starcouriernews.com

Garage Doors &
Electric Openers
Repair or Replace. We also repair

broken springs. Call Ricardo

832-647-6378

38-12

13400 FM 2354 Rd.
Baytown, Texas 77523

Office: 281-383-3386
Cell: 713-898-7413

MARY DUNN REAL ESTATE

Mary Dunn

Fax 281-573-1030
www.marydunn.com
E-mail: mary@marydunn.com

✯    A S K    T H E    E X P E R T S     ✯

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

= Major credit cards accepted =

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

• Mobile Home Skirting

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTOR

ALVI

832-351-2222
281-561-7777
Fax: 832-328-3700
www.xmcomputers.com

11701 Willcrest Dr.
Houston, TX 77099

info@xmcumputers.com

Harris County Attorney
Vince Ryan yesterday filed
a friend of the court brief
with the U.S. Supreme
Court in a lawsuit seeking
to prevent the U.S. Census
Bureau from including a
question about citizenship
on the 2020 Census.

Ryan is joined in Harris
County’s brief by Fort
Bend County Judge K.P.
George and the City of
Marfa.  The brief asks the
Supreme Court to affirm a
district court judge’s ruling
that the citizenship ques-
tion cannot be included.
The ruling came in a law-
suit filed against the Cen-
sus Bureau by the State of
New York.

“We join in the concerns
expressed across the coun-
try that a question on citi-
zenship will reduce the
number of people partici-
pating in the 2020 Cen-
sus,” said Ryan.  “This
question will intimidate
our immigrant population.
We want everyone to par-
ticipate—whether they are
citizens or not.”

The brief states that the
addition of the citizenship
question to the 2020 De-
cennial Census will cause
in an undercount of each
jurisdiction’s significant

Harris County Attorney Ryan
files court brief seeking to
remove citizenship question
from 2020 census

foreign-born population
resulting in disproportion-
ately low representation at
the local, state, and feder-
al levels along with corrupt
data inadequate for effec-
tive governance.  An un-
dercount will also hurt the
amount of federal dollars
coming to these communi-
ties in programs based on
population.

Harris County’s growth
has always been driven by
immigrants intertwined
with new industries creat-
ing diverse economic en-
gines for Texas and the
country, Ryan points out in
the brief.  Neighboring
suburban Fort Bend Coun-
ty has exploded in growth,
diversity and affluence in
the last few decades elect-
ing its first non-Anglo chief
executive since the 1800s,
immigrant K.P. George.
While the tiny City of
Marfa has not seen such
explosive growth, it shares
a high foreign-born popu-
lation with Harris and
Fort Bend at risk for a net
undercount in the Decen-
nial Census.

Ryan says the current
intense climate of fear
among immigrants makes
it all the more likely that
the net differential under-

count will be more acute in
Texas should the citizen-
ship question be added to
the census.  In the past, as
with the decades-long
practice of using “white
primaries” to disenfran-
chise African-American
voters, the Supreme Court
was the only source of pro-
tection to the constitution-
al rights of people wishing
to engage in the civic
sphere.

“Now, the Supreme
Court’s intervention is
needed again, to ensure
that the integrity of the
data for representation
and effective governance is
protected,” Ryan said.
“Judge George, the City of
Marfa and we agree with
the New York district
court’s finding that the
undocumented and His-
panics will be dispropor-
tionately undercounted if
the citizenship question is
left in the Census.”

“We believe adding that
question will depress re-
sponses, undercount the
people and harm the rep-
resentation and safety of
the people of Harris and
Fort Bend Counties and
the City of Marfa,” Ryan
concludes.

ALVI

TxDOT Promotes Safe
Driving in Conjunction
with National Work
Zone Awareness Week

HOUSTON – April 8,
2019 — In spite of a de-
crease in work zone
crashes in Texas last
year,  161 people still
lost their lives and an-
other 684 were serious-
ly injured, with the vast
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e
killed—84 percent—be-
ing motorists and/or
their passengers. As
National Work Zone
Awareness Week gets
underway today, the
Texas Department of
Transportation  high-
lights its Be Safe. Drive
Smart. campaign, re-
minding motorists to
stay alert and exercise
caution when driving
through work zones.

“Work zones present
a different environment
for drivers to navigate
with  concrete barriers,
s low-moving  heavy
equipment and vehicles
that may make sudden
stops,” said TxDOT Ex-
ecutive Director James
Bass. “That’s why we’re
urging drivers to pay
special attention in
work zones on Texas
roadways—for their pro-
tection and the safety of
highway work crews."

 In 2018, a total of
25,162 work zone traffic
crashes were reported,
an average of nearly 70
crashes per day, result-
ing in deaths that fell by
20 percent between
2017 and 2018 in con-
struction zones in Tex-
as.

At any given time,
Texas has as many as
3,000 active work zones
across the 80,000 miles
o f  r o a d  T x D O T

Fatalities decline in the State’s
Highway construction areas

maintains.Since the
leading causes of work
zone crashes in Texas
are speeding and driver
inattention, TxDOT
asks motorists to avoid
distractions and put
their phones away, obey
road crew flaggers, slow
down and follow posted
work zone speed limits.
Traffic fines double in
work zones when work-
ers are present, and
fines can cost up to
$2,000.

 To safeguard road-
side crews and first re-
sponders, the state’s
Move Over/Slow Down
law also requires drivers
to move over a lane or
reduce their speed to 20
mph below the posted
limit when they see
flashing blue or amber
lights on a TxDOT vehi-
cle, emergency vehicle,
tow truck, or law en-
forcement stopped on
the roadside or shoul-
der. Not doing so can re-
sult in a fine of up to
$2,000.

The Texas Mutual In-
surance Company is
joining TxDOT to pro-
mote work zone safety
through sharing of cam-
paign materials and
providing speakers for
safety-related events.
Part of Texas Mutual’s
mission is to help em-
ployers prevent work-
place incidents and
minimize their conse-
quences, which aligns
with TxDOT’s work
zone awareness safety
efforts.

Also, as part of Na-
t i o n a l  W o r k  Z o n e
Awareness Week, Tx-
DOT Houston District is
teaming up with the
City of Houston to high-
light the importance of
being aware in all work

zones.  The programma-
ble LED lights that dec-
orate multiple bridges
above the mainlanes of
I-69 Southwest Freeway
in the Montrose area
will be lit up in orange
and white starting Mon-
day, April 8.

The City of Houston
and TxDOT are also
working together to pro-
mote work zone aware-
ness during a Facebook
Live presentation on
Wednesday, April 10th
at 1 p.m.  The discussion
will focus on ways mo-
torists can keep safe in
work zones including
not texting and driving,
obeying  the  posted
speed limit, and to al-
ways expect the unex-
pected.  Catch the event
at www.facebook.com/
txdothouston .

For media inquiries,
contact TxDOT Houston
District Public Informa-
tion Office at (713) 802-
5076.

Be Safe. Drive Smart.
is a key component of
#EndTheStreakTX, a
larger grassroots effort
that encourages drivers
to make safer choices
while on the road. Since
Nov. 7, 2000, at least
one person has died on
Texas roadways every
single day, and that’s
why #EndTheStreakTX
asks all Texans to com-
mit to helping end the
streak of daily deaths on
our roadways.

The information con-
tained in this report rep-
resents reportable data
collected from the Tex-
as Peace Officer's Crash
Report (CR-3). This in-
formation was received
and processed by the de-
partment as of February
28, 2019.


