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✯
IN THE
STARS

EVENTS

TUE., APRIL 23
PAIN SEMINAR
Hand, wrist and elbow
pain seminar at Houston
Methodist Baytown
Hospital, 6-7 pm, 4401
Garth Rd. in Baytown. See
AD, page 12 for more
details.

SUN., APRIL 28
CZECH FEST
Sunday, April 28, 2019, 11
am to 6:30 pm at the SPJST
Lodge #88, 1435 Beall St.
Houston, in the Heights
Area. Czech Market selling
decorative accessories,
books and other Czech
items and small silent
auction of boutique items

TUE., APRIL 30
PELVIC HEALTH
SEMINAR
Pelvic pain and endometrio-
sis seminar at Houston
Methodist Baytown
Hospital, 6-7 pm, 4401
Garth Rd. in Baytown. Main
classroom. Call 281-428--
2273 to register. See details
on, page 12.

TUE., APRIL 30
DICKIE WOODS
GOLF TOURNAMENT
May 23, 2019 at Eagle
Pointe Golf Course. 11:30
a.m. registration  begins.
For details, please call
Highlands Chamber at 281-
426-7227.

BIRTHDAYS
Apr 18--Monica McKinney

Mark Williams
Apr 19--Benny Clark

Magon Hencke
Apr 20--April McClelland
Apr 22--Robert McDowell
Apr 23--Paul Bauer
Apr 24--Casey Gower

Amanda Leath
Lacy Maness
Kaitlyn Kaly

ANNIVERSARIES
Apr 19--Vance & Cecilia

Banik
Apr 22--Chester & Marie

Stasney
Apr 23--Jerry & Jeanette

Thompson

These stories
in the PRESS:
• Barbers Hill files leg-
islation action to be out
of Lee College’s
District
•Beach City News
......And more, Page 5

Turner Chevrolet, p. 4Wells Fargo, p. 12 Czech Fest, p. 3

AUTO & HOME INSURANCE
Jeremy Rosenkranz, State Farm Agent

440 S. Main Street, Highlands, TX 77562
281-426-3512

www.jeremyrosenkranz.com

Crosby celebrates mega M.A.G.A.

Harvey Recovery Program starts in Barrett Station

See ARKEMA, Page 2

See Trump, Page 3

CROSBY – According to
Harris County District At-
torney Kim Ogg a grand
jury has indicted Arkema
Inc. and Mike Keough, the
company’s vice president of
logistics, on a felony charge
of causing bodily injury to
two sheriff ’s deputies by
withholding critical infor-
mation needed by first re-
sponders to protect
themselves and the com-
munity from chemicals re-
leased when Arkema’s
Crosby Plant caught fire
after Hurricane Harvey in
2017.

Said Ogg on April 10,
“The facts show Arkema
knew of the dangers, with-
held vital information, and
unleashed harm on first

responders and the com-
munity. This felony indict-
ment is a wake-up call to
companies that would pol-
lute our air and water-
ways, ignore best practices
in safety, and put our com-
munities at risk.”

Rusty Hardin has been
retained by Arkema as at-
torney and answered the
charges on the company’s
website. “Harris County
prosecutors are doubling
down on an unprecedent-
ed and outrageous attempt
to criminalize a natural
disaster,” Hardin said in
the statement. “They have
filed more charges trying
to prosecute a company for

Jeffrey Seat, and Greg Hunter Nason sport out like a football fan for
President Trump as the motorcade passes scores of Crosby fans on Foley
Road about to turn into the International Training and Education Center
last Wednesday about 3:00 p.m. Locals lined the route from U.S. 90 until
the destination.

Arkema faces
new charges

FRI/SAT., APRIL 20
BRISKET SALE
Sampson Lodge in
Highlands is cooking BBQ
as a scholarship fund raiser.
Brisket $55, Ribs 1 @ $25, 2
@ $40, call 713-825-8952.

CROSBY – In an area
that enjoys a parade, the
most attendance to date
was to see the presidential
motorcade last week come
through from Ellington Air
Force Base to FM 2100
down Foley Road.

Micki Rush captured
the enthusiasm “We are
just here to support our
American President com-
ing to our little unincorpo-
rated area. The visit from
President Trump will
bring him to the Interna-
tional facility next door.”

One could see M.A.G.A.
(Make America Great
Again) posters, vehicles,

and displays everywhere
and on rare occasions some
protesters with different
opinions. This reporter
counted five in a sea of red,
pro-Trump supporters.
Veterans lined up before
the American Legion and
the Crosby Rodeo Fair-
grounds was having diffi-
culty keeping their area
clear for event participants
to enter.

The visit went off with
hardly any hitches. The
speech was delivered and
the pipelines are under
construction as this is writ-
ten. A single incident hap-
pened on Foley Road about
1/8 mile from the Interna-

See HARVEY, Page 3

Trump greeted by
thousands of fans

BARRETT STATION –
The new leadership of Har-
ris County turned out in
force to announce Harris
County Project Recovery-
Harvey Program at the
Harris County Barrett
Community Center last
Saturday.

Lina Hidalgo, Harris
County Judge, Adrian Gar-
cia, Precinct 2 Commis-
sioner, Daphne Lemelle,
Harris County Communi-
ty Services Director and a
host of county community
workers from varied agen-
cies were present to share
their expertise enabling
residents to get help for

their houses, the services
they need to recover from
Hurricane Harvey.

Harris County Project
Recovery-Harvey is for ho-
meowners outside Houston
to apply for home repair,
reconstruction or reim-
bursement.

The new Harris County
Judge Lina Hidalgo indi-
cated that the county is
giving out about $200 Mil-
lion in this program, “Har-
vey was an especially
difficult disaster because it
got to the core of people’s
lives because it reached
into their homes, in their
housing. People’s homes

are anchors for them and
their families. When peo-
ple lost their homes and
were forced to leave and
live somewhere else, they
were still forced to watch
and wait until they could
rebuild and return. That
destroys and disrupts the
rest of their lives and the
fabric of our community.”

“For the first time we
are making a massive in-
vestment in housing
around Harvey,” said
Hidalgo, indicating that
the program was to be the

JUDGE LINA HIDALGO announces the start of
the Recovery program, as Malcolm Barrett and
Adrian Garcia look on.
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Attorney at Law
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Crosby, TX 77532

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
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281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
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SPECIALIZATION

Pride only breeds quarrels,
but wisdom is found in

those who take advice.

Call
GRAFIKSHOP

for printing jobs

713-977-2555

God is our refuge
and strengh, a

very present help
in trouble

Psalm: 46:1

I can do all things
through Christ who

strengthens me.

PHILIPPIANS 4:13

FAITH
can move

MOUNTAINS
Matthew 17:20

LOVE NEVER FAILS
I Corinthians 13:8

CALL 713-266-3444 FOR A QUOTE TO
REACH MORE THAN 7,000

READERS WEEKLY

Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to

speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them. Acts 2:4

Rise in the presence of the
aged, show respect for the

elderly and revere your God.
Leviticus 19:32

Be alert. Continue strong in
the faith. Have courage

and be strong.
1 Corinthians 16:13

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

What we suffer now
is nothing compared

to the glory He will
reveal to us later

ROMANS 8:18

Siding &
Roof Repairs

Mobile Home Skirting
Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

Art car parade
Last weekend took place the world's oldest and larg-

est Art Car Parade in downtown Houston. For the 32nd
year ina row, more than 250 rolling works of art turn
concrete into a colorful canvas to celebrate the artist in
everyone. Community groups, public and private schools,
and professional organizations have become regular
participants. And as the parade grows, attracting more
and more participants, the complexity and quality of the
entries increases.

Robot

Moon rover

Dragon

Put your dancing shoes
on and get ready to swing,
bop, and rock Friday, April
26 from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

This dance is a sure way
to gather with friends and
neighbors and have a
honky tonk time. The
menu includes hot dogs,
chips, dessert, coffee, and
iced tea.

Tickets are available for

Spring Fling and Dance at Crosby
Community Center set April 26

$5 at the Center or $10 at
the door. Sign up at the
Center for this fun-filled
event by Tuesday, April
23.

Crosby  Community
Center’s free intergenera-
tional programs are part of
Harris County Precinct 2
Commissioner Adrian Gar-
cia’s educational and rec-
reational commitment to

Harris County residents.
Crosby Community Center
is a Precinct 2 community
center located at 409 Hare
Road, Crosby 77532. Office
hours are Monday through
Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. For more information
regarding classes or other
Center programs, please
call (281) 462-0543.

Fire breaks out in garage at
George Foreman’s house

HUFFMAN, Texas –
The Harris County Fire
Marshal's Office is inves-
tigating a fire that broke
out at former professional
boxer George Foreman's
home last Sunday night in
Huffman.

According to officials,
the fire began in the ga-
rage, reportedly in a golf
cart by the back wall.
Crews were able to keep it
from spreading to the rest
of the home.

There were at least 40
vehicles in the garage,
where the fire started, but
none of them were dam-
aged.  There were people
inside the house at the
time of the fire, but every-

Firefighters combating fire at Foreman’s house

Notice of Election to Qualified Voters of
Crosby Municipal Utility District

An election will be held within the District on May 4,
2019 between the hours of 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.
for the purpose of electing three (3) directors of Crosby
Municipal Utility District. The polling place will be the
Edith Fae Cook Cole Crosby Branch Library at 135
Hare Road, Crosby, Texas 77532, or an authorized
polling place for Harris County indicated on the polling
location list.
Early voting by personal appearance shall be
conducted at any of the locations indicated on the list
on the following days, during the following times:
From April 22, 2019 to April 26, 2019 from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

On April 27, 2019 from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.
On April 28, 2019 from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00p.m.

From April 29, to April 30, 2019 from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.

Applications for ballots by mail must be received by close of
business on April 23, 2019.
Applications and ballots to be voted by mail may be sent to
Diane Trautman, Harris County Clerk, P.O.Box 1148, Houston,
Texas 77251-1148 and the e-mail address is
bbm@cco.hctx.net.
Spanish, Vietnamese and some dialects of Chinese assistance
to voters will be available from Early Voting Clerk of the
Presiding Judge. The Board Directors has appointed Baker
Williams Matthesen L.L.P. as the District’s agent for the
election. The offices of the District’s Agent are located at 5005
Woodway Drive, Suite 201, Houston, Texas 77056 and are
open from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. each Wednesday.

The candidates for election are:
Robert F. Fivecoat, Incumbent
William Wilkinson,  Incumbent

Velma Ellison
Eddie Foster,           Incumbent

the Act of God that was
Hurricane Harvey. We can
only conclude that with a
May trial date looming,
prosecutors realize they
can’t prove the previous
charges and are grasping
at straws. This is a politi-
cal prosecution in search of
a theory. Many citizens,
businesses and even Har-
ris County courthouses
have still not recovered
from the unexpected disas-
ter that Harvey was. Yet
the DA’s office persists in
trying to place criminal
blame on Arkema and its
employees despite their re-
markable and heroic ef-
forts amid the six feet of
water no one predicted.

The Harris County
Flood Control District con-
cluded that in the area of
Arkema’s Crosby plant,
Harvey was a 5,000- to
20,000-year rainfall event.
That our county prosecutor
persists in desperately
seeking a way to criminal-
ly blame a company for the
ravages of this storm
should give us all pause.
Arkema stands by its em-
ployees and will fight this
unwarranted political ac-
tion.”

The new charges came
after an indictment eight
months earlier for release
of toxic chemicals after
Hurricane Harvey, naming
Arkema CEO Richard
Rowe and plant manager
Leslie Comardelle. They
were charged with reckless
emission of an air contam-
inant under the Texas Wa-
ter Code. That trial is to
begin May 20.

These criminal charges
coincide with lawsuits filed
against the company by
first responders. Residents
were evacuated after Hur-
ricane Harvey for a dis-
tance of 1.5 miles.

Arkema
faces new
charges,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

one managed to get out safely. We don't know if Fore-
man was home himself or who saw the fire and called
911.

Foreman sent out a tweet after the fire writing, "Don't
worry all is well. Dogs are barking and I don't mean my
feet. Thanks to all the firefighters. Huffman, Houston,
New Caney, Atascocita."

Judge Bates speaks to
Friends of Crosby Library

Librarian Diane Barker introduced Lucia Bates, Justice of the Peace Precinct
3 Position 2 to Friends of the Crosby Library on Monday beginning at 6:30
p.m. The discussion ranged from education to dealing with juvenile
delinquency with compassion. Irene Cook is at the right.
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Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2018 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: cri.tax.jhinson@gmail.com

Maximum Tax Savings

281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide,

Hospice Services
*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

24th Annual
Czech SpringFest

Sunday, April 28, 2019    11am – 6pm
SPJST Lodge 88 Hall, 1435 Beal St., Houston, Tx

Admission: Adults $8
Children under 11 – FREE

GUEST ARTIST:
Vladimir Klimes

from the Czech Republic will demonstrate his
woodcarving skills. He will have many items for sale.

------------------------------

Kovanda’s Czech Band
(11am – 2 pm)

Texas Legacy Czech Band
(3pm – 6pm)

------------------------------------

Kolache Eating Contest
------------------------------------

Traditional Czech
Sunday Dinner
(11am – 2pm)
Adults - $10

Children under 11 - $7
Sausage with Sauerkraut served after 1pm.

---------------------------------

Several Vendors selling their Artwork,
Handcrafts and Jewelry.

Czech Market with over 100 items to purchase.
Country Store: will sell Kolaches & Czech Pastries.

Sponsored by the Czech Heritage Society of Texas, Harris County
Chapter, A 501c3 non-profit organization. For more info,

call 713-349-0500 or email
CHSheritage20@att.net  WEB-www.txchshcc.com

Trump,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Harvey
Recovery,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

tional Learning Center. The moral
of the story is never to pull out your
firearm to show law enforcement.
Unholstering is considered bran-
dishing and is against Texas law.
The man that was so proud of his
new .380 Cal. had to talk with the
Secret Service in cuffs. The good
news is the D.A. did not take charg-
es and the man was allowed to go
ahead and leave the area.

The numbers of vehicles involved
with the presidential motorcade
was staggering including motorcy-
cle cops, military vehicles, federal
and local law enforcement.

The Presidential Limosine crossed before other vehicles with Trump’s
name written on them. Trump Tweeted of Crosby, that he enjoyed
his visit and  “I never saw so many lift trucks in my life.”

Trump announced and signed executive orders to cut red tape for
the oil and gas industry pipelines. He also introduced Texas Land
Commissioner George P. Bush, son of Jeb Bush.

Little Shirley would say, “This is a once in a lifetime event as they
welcomed Precinct 3 Constable’s Deputies to their yard as they
waited on the presidential motorcade. Precinct 3 indicated that
the reason they occupied the area so near the event is that theirs
was the smallest of departments.

largest investment a region has
made in the area of housing repair.

“It helps us build a stronger com-
munity and a more resilient com-
munity in all of Harris County.” the
Judge concluded.

Precinct 2 Commissioner Adrian
Garcia asked folks to get in touch
with their representatives, “I will
ask you to do one thing. Whenever
you get hold of your members of
Congress or representatives, any
one of them, let them know it is un-
conscionable that in an area like
Harris County, where we know
Mother Nature so well, she visits
us on a regular basis, we are no
strangers to flooding. But, we don’t
have to reinvent the wheel over and
over, since the government ought to
have a good plan in place.”

He encouraged those needing
help with housing to get in touch
with  www. harrisrecovery.org and
fill out the application as soon as
possible.

“Know that we share your frus-
tration and that we would rather
have to get things done sooner rath-
er than later.” said Garcia.

An intake location is in Crosby,
that location is located at 14,700
FM 2100 Suite A and B. The facili-
ty is open from 8 until 6 Monday
through Friday and 9 to 3 on Sat-
urday.
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STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

✯

2018 Chevy Silverado, Stk#JG 191315.MSRP$49,740, $4,000 dealer discount, $4,000 DPA thru GM financial,
$2,000 factory rebate, $3,000 Texas Edition Package Discount,$1,000GM Loyalty 2005 or newer GM Owner,
$35,740 Final All sales plus T.T.&L. and doc fee of $150 With approved credit. From dealer stock. See dealer for
complete details.

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg
Abbott, Lt. Gov. Dan
Patrick and House Speak-
er Dennis Bonnen on April
10 released a joint state-
ment promoting a twofold
method for the 86th Texas
Legislature to curb proper-
ty tax increases across the
state.

“Texans are fed up with
skyrocketing property tax-
es. At the beginning of the
legislative session, the gov-
ernor, lieutenant governor
and speaker laid out an
agenda for property tax
relief through the passage
of Senate Bill 2 and House
Bill 2 to limit property tax
growth,” the state's top of-
ficeholders said.

SB 2 and HB 2, the not-
yet-approved property tax
reform bills, would reduce
the revenue growth incre-
ment used for determina-
tion of the rollback tax rate
from 8.0 percent to 2.5 per-
cent for taxing units other
than small taxing units
unless the voters in a small
taxing unit election decide
to opt-in to the proposed
new voter-approved tax
rate procedure. The goal of
both pieces of legislation is
to reduce tax revenues for
local taxing units and in-
crease costs to the state
through revised formulas
for education funding.

Abbott, Patrick and
Bonnen also pushed law-
makers to pass legislation
that would allow Texans to
vote to offset local proper-
ty tax revenue by increas-
ing local sales taxes by a
penny.

“We are introducing a
sales tax proposal to buy

Top officeholders join together
in push for funding solution

down property tax rates for
all Texas homeowners and
businesses, once Senate
Bill 2 or House Bill 2 is
agreed to and passed by
both chambers,” they said
in the joint statement. “If
the one-cent increase in
the sales tax passes, it will
result in billions of dollars
in revenue to help drive
down property taxes in the
short and long term.”

Senate and House mem-
bers of both political par-
ties have expressed
reluctance to cede local
control in their districts to
tax revenue-generating
proposals coming from
Austin. Another dimension
is that a club-like Senate
tradition requires at least
three-fifths, or 19, of the
body's 31 members to
agree to bring a measure
to the floor for debate.

Patrick, who presides
over the Senate, reported-
ly last week was entertain-
ing the possibility of
breaking with precedent
by allowing the tax reform
proposal to come to the
floor with only 16 votes.
There could be enough
agreement among the
body's Republican mem-
bers to fall in line with
Patrick’s wishes.

As the possibility of
property tax caps and a

sales tax tradeoff simmers
in the Senate, passage is
harder to predict in the
majority-Republican but
not-so-collegial House. Dif-
ferences in the House and
Senate versions of the tax
reform bill would have to
be reconciled in a confer-
ence committee before re-
turning to the full bodies
for final approval.

Budget bill to
conference

Lawmakers’ constitu-
tionally mandated job is to
pass a state budget. As al-
ways, it’s a messy process
to do that.

House Bill 1, the state
budget bill for fiscal years
2020 and 2021, was re-
ferred to a House-Senate
conference committee on
April 11 after the House
refused to concur with Sen-
ate amendments to the
bill.

Speaker Bonnen named
as conferees House Appro-
priations Committee Chair
John Zerwas, R-Richmond,
and Reps. Greg Bonnen, R-
Friendswood; Sarah Davis,
R-West University Place;
Oscar Longoria, D-Mis-
sion; and Armando Walle,
D-Houston.

Senate conferees likely
will be named by Lt. Gov.
Patrick this week.

Sales tax holiday
is set

Texas Comptroller
Glenn Hegar on April 11
reminded Texans they may
purchase certain items
tax-free during the state’s
sales tax holiday for emer-
gency preparation sup-
plies. The sales tax holiday
is scheduled for April 27-
29.

“While we can’t know in
advance when the next
flood, tornado or hurricane
may strike, we can make
sure our families, homes
and businesses have the
supplies they need to face
these and other emergen-
cies,” Hegar said.

Items covered by the tax
holiday include, for exam-
ple:

- Household batteries,
fuel containers and flash-
lights priced at less than
$75;

- Hurricane shutters
and emergency ladders
priced at less than $300;
and

- Portable generators
priced at less than $3,000.

Tax revenue is distrib-
uted

Comptroller Hegar on
April 10 announced his
agency would send cities,
counties, transit systems
and special purpose taxing
districts $705.3 million in
local sales tax allocations
for April.

The amount is 8.4 per-
cent more than distribut-
ed for the month of April
2018. The allocations are
based on sales made in
February by businesses
that report tax monthly.

Senate approves limit on
property tax rate hikes

(Austin)  Local taxing entities
would have less room to raise
property taxes before they have
to ask voters for approval under
a bill passed by the Senate on
Monday.  Under current law,
school districts, cities, counties
and other special taxing entities
can raise taxes as much as eight
percent in a year before voters
can petition to hold a tax
ratification or "rollback" election.
This is too high, says Houston
Senator Paul Bettencourt.  He
said average property tax bills
have increased in the Dallas
area by 55 percent over the last
five years, 43 percent in Harris
county over that same time, and
it's like that across the state.
Bettencourt says that too many
people are being priced out of
their homes by skyrocketing tax
bills.  "Taxpayers can't take it
any more," he said. "It's a growth
curve that's by any measure two
or three times faster than their
ability to pay."  Bettencourt's bill,
SB 2, would lower the rollback
rate and implement a number of
reforms to the process.

Under SB2 the rollback rate
would fall from 8 to 3.5 percent
for counties, cities and most
other taxing entities.  For local
school property taxes, which
make up more than half of most
tax bills, the rate would decrease
to 2.5 percent.   Property values
from structures built in the last
year wouldn't count against the
cap, nor would costs related to
indigent healthcare and legal
defense.  Rather than requiring
voters to petition for enough
signatures to trigger an tax
ratification election, the question
would be placed on the
November ballot automatically if
a taxing entity exceeds the
rollback rates.   These provisions
would not immediately apply to
taxing jurisdictions with less than
$15 million in annual collections,
but would require an election in
May of 2020 asking voters in
those jurisdictions if they want to
opt in.

This rollback provision has
been controversial, but the bill
contains a number of widely
agreed-upon provisions intended
to increase transparency and
taxpayer agency in the property

tax process.  The bill would
create an online portal that would
provide a wealth of tax informa-
tion for property owners, who
could search their address to see
relevant statistics including
property value, number and
names of entities levying taxes,
and rate growth.  It would
enhance public posting
requirements for tax hearings
and would establish a dedicated
position within each county to
ensure that local taxing
jurisdictions comply with the
online portal and posting
requirements.   Some statutory
definitions would change to make
them more clear to taxpayers and
voters.  What is now known as
the effective tax rate, that rate at
which the entity would earn the
exact same amount of revenue
as in the previous year, would be
renamed to the "no-new-
revenue" tax rate.  It would also
change the term "rollback rate" to
"voter-approved rate"

The bill also includes a
number of reforms to the
appraisal appeal process,
whereby homeowners can
protest the value of their home
before an appraisal review board.
If a property owner believes that
his or her property was
overvalued, leading to a higher
property tax bill, they can
challenge the value.   This
process was frequently criticized
during interim hearings on
property tax reform, with
members of the public testifying
that the appraisal review boards
are rife with conflicts of interest,
hostile to taxpayer interests and
unresponsive to property owner
complaints.  SB 2 contains a
number of reforms to this process
including directing the state
comptroller to develop uniform
standards for appraisal
processes and would require that
all appraisal districts abide by
them.  It would prohibit protest

✯
TEXAS

SENATE NEWS
By Richard Lee

hearings from taking place at
inconvenient times.  Any
decisions by a review board
would be binding on a majority
vote, rather than a unanimous
vote as required by some
districts.  "With the attention on
many, many appraisal reforms
as well, I believe that this is a
balanced package," said
Bettencourt. "It looks at the
needs of  rural Texas, as well as
urban.  More importantly, it looks
at the needs of taxpayers all
across the state."  The bill now
heads to the House for
consideration.

Governor Abbott:
Passage of Senate Bill 2

AUSTIN – April 15, 2019 – Governor Greg Abbott today
released the following statement after the Senate passed
Senate Bill 2 to reform property taxes:

“Today the Texas Senate took action to deliver on the
promise of reining in skyrocketing property taxes. Thanks to
the leadership of Lt. Governor Patrick and Senator Betten-
court, meaningful property tax reform is one step closer to
becoming a reality. I look forward to continuing to work with
Speaker Bonnen, Chairman Burrows and the entire
legislature to provide lasting property tax relief for all
Texans.”
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Investigation
into illegal
street
racing

On March 17,
2019, a crowd of
people were
gathered to watch an
illegal street car race
on a public road in
northwest Harris
County, when one of
the drivers struck two
pedestrians causing
serious injuries.

Sheriff’s Office
investigators worked
with the Harris
County District
Attorney’s Office to
gather evidence,
which has culminated
in the filing of felony
criminal charges.

The illegal street
racing incident
occurred at a time
when race
enthusiasts were
gathered in the
region for the legally
sanctioned TX2K auto
racing event in
Baytown.

Full Moon
Hike

Saturday, April 20,
2019, 9 pm at Baytown
Nature Center, 6213
Bayway Drive, Baytown,
TX. 77520.

Meet at Tracey’s
Theater, hikes are
weather permitting and
free with regular
admission to the nature
center. If doubt about
weather, call 281-424-
9198 or check facebook
page.

Events at
the Jones
Library

Saturday - April
27th - 10:00 AM -
Nimble Thimbles

The next meeting of
the Nimble Thimbles
Quilting/Sewing Club
will be Saturday April
27th from 10:00 AM to
1:00 PM. Please bring
your sewing machine
and your sewing
materials with you.

Jones Public Library
is located at 801 S.
Cleveland St., Dayton,
TX 77535. Call 936-258-
7060 with any
questions.

10th Annual
Rotary
Shrimp &
Catfish
Festival

Saturday, May 11,
2019 at Houston
Raceway Park powered
by Pennzoil. Serving 11
am - 3 pm. Auction
starts at 12:30 p.m.

DRIVING
DIRECTIONS: From I-
10, exit TX-99 South to
FM 565, turn right, enter
at Gate 1.

From SH 146, exit
Kilgore Pkwy. Turn
right at Needlepoint Rd.
Turn right at FM 565,
enter Gate 1

BARBERS HILL AGAIN TRIES TO SECURE
ITS OWN COMMUNITY COLLEGE

BAYTOWN, TX – Regis-
tration is now open for the
2019 Kids at College Sum-
mer Camp Program of-
fered by the Center for
Workforce and Communi-
ty Development at Lee Col-
lege. The Program offers
children ages 5 to 17 an
opportunity to meet new
friends, discover new inter-
ests, and create memories
of a lifetime.

Lee College encourages
parents to register their
child(ren) for any of the
hands-on, educational, cre-
ative, or athletic camps of-
fered in both Baytown and
Liberty, TX. Camps will
run June-August and in-
clude Creative Arts and
Crafts, Cooking, Gaming,
Sports, Technology, Special
Interest, and more.

“The 2019 Kids at Col-
lege Summer Camp Pro-
gram is a wonderful
opportunity to keep chil-
dren active and engaged,”
said Dr. Angela Oriano,
Vice President of Work-
force & Community Devel-
opment. “Each camp is an
adventure that offers per-
sonal growth for our com-
munity’s youth. Our
campers walk away with
new skills, increased con-
fidence, and more indepen-
dence that stay with them
throughout their lives.”

Parents and guardians
can view the complete list
of course offerings through
the 2019 Summer Camp
Guide available online at
www.lee.edu/kids or in-of-
fice at 909 Decker Drive,
Baytown. The Guide pro-
vides parents with all the

(pictured l-r) 'Sock Hop on the Hill", Gala. West Chambers County Pilots dressed in 50's styles, poodle
skirts, scarves, and saddle shoes, and some wore rolled up blue jeans and white shirts. (Back row) Betty
Dutton, George Jones, Judy Duncan, Pam Sapp, Chelsea George, and Samantha Forcier, (Middle row)
Tonya Keller, Shirley Harmon, Elaine Volking, Connie Hernandez, Diana Jackson, Linda Gilmore, Patty
Hardy and Jan Jones. (Front row) Angela Harris, Tammy Jones, Cynthia Johnson, Cheryl Ledet, Linda
Polk, Deana Fojt,  Angela Heffner, and WCCPC President Marla Van Pelt.

AUSTIN, –  April 15, 2019
- The Texas Senate passed
Senate Bill 2, delivering
meaningful reform to taxpay-
ers.   As a Member of the Sen-
ate Committee on Property
Taxes, Senator Creighton
heard hours of testimony
from local elected officials, tax
experts, economists and Tex-
as businesses and homeown-
ers regarding this bill.

 “Texas property taxes are
out of control, and homeown-
ers deserve meaningful relief,
so today I was proud to sup-
port Senate Bill 2, the most
significant reform of the sys-
tem in a generation”, said
Senator Creighton.  “Every

Comcast News, Good
and some Bad!

Good news first. Cable
installation has begun and
it is estimated that cus-
tomers will be able to get
connected to all of Comcast
services in 4 to 6 months
after Comcast tests and
activates the lines.

Now for some bad news.
This phase of installation
does not include anyone
north of the NRG canal
(RWJ). I am not sure why
at this time, but we will

Lee College keeps
children active and
engaged this summer

information they need to
decide on a summer camp
including descriptions,
camp dates/times, loca-
tions, and pricing. Camps
vary in dates, start/end
times, and prices to allow
parents to find a camp that
fits their schedule and
budget, along with their
child’s interest.

New this year to the
Baytown location includes
Extended Care—a super-
vised childcare program
for students enrolled in a
morning and/or afternoon
Kids at College Summer
Camp. Extended Care is
available Mon.-Fri., from
June 3-Aug.2, for the low
cost of $25 per week or
$175 for the entire summer
(excluding the week of July
1-5, 2019). Parents can
take advantage of Child
Drop-Off between 8-9 a.m.,
Supervised Lunch between
12-1 p.m. (child provides
own lunch), and Child
Pick-up between 4-5 p.m.

In addition, the Center
for Workforce and Commu-
nity Development will of-
fer Rebel Date Night June
22 and July 20. Parents
may drop off and pick up
their children (ages 5+)
anytime between 5-10 p.m.
for just $26 per child. Stu-
dents will enjoy a fun
evening of movies, games,
and crafts while parents
enjoy their own fun night
out! Registration is re-
quired.

For more information or
to register your child for a
summer camp, visit the
Kids at College website at
www.lee.edu/kids or call
281.425.6311.

Senator Creighton applauds Passage
of Historic Property Tax Reform

community in Senate District
4, whether urban, suburban
or rural will see rising rates
reigned in, and will finally
have more control in the pro-
cess.”

 Giving citizens a say in
the process, Senate Bill 2 re-
quires voter approval for any
local tax increase over 3.5%
for municipalities and 2.5%
for school districts, and in-
structs local governments to
hold elections in November to
accommodate the most input
possible. Overall, the bill in-
cludes added transparency
and efficiency for taxpayers,
and provides measurable re-

lief for every Texas communi-
ty The budget approved by
the Senate last week includ-
ed $2.7 billion to reduce prop-
erty taxes.

“Texas families are being
taxed out of their homes, and
after decades of rhetoric sur-
rounding the subject, the Sen-
ate today delivered
meaningful property tax re-
form for all Texans,” said Sen-
ator Creighton.  “There is still
a great deal of work to do this
session to improve the prop-
erty tax and school finance
systems, but I am proud of our
actions, and will continue to
fight for Texas taxpayers.”

Beach City Mayor’s updates
continue to pursue com-
plete coverage for all of
Beach City.

Beach City to Show
Appreciation

The City Council plans
to adopt and present Res-
olutions of Appreciation to
Jackie Young and Gregg
Moss at the April 23rd
Council Meeting. I will re-
cess the council meeting
after the presentation to
allow you to meet and
thank them personally so
please try to attend.

Gift Baskets
No one has stepped up

to take charge of the gift
basket idea so I will do it.
There have been sugges-
tions presented to me from
some of our citizens that I
will share. Gift cards in a
thank you card, Fancy soap
gift boxes (although I
would bet that Mr Moss
may not get too excited
about), bottle of wine from
our local winery or any-
thing else that you can
think of. I personally will

be donating gift cards my-
self. Please drop off your
gift basket donations to the
City Office by Thursday,
April 18. Contact me at
281-414-7613 if you need
me to come pick it up at
your home.

Watch out for Deer!
Deer have been spotted

on FM2354 during the day
near Barrow Ranch. The
work going on at the sand
pits may be driving some
of the deer in that area to
look for new territory to

roam. These animals can
cause a lot of damage if you
hit them with your car not
to mention the risk to you
if they come through your
windshield or cause you to
collide with other cars or
structures. Be aware that
if you see deer on the side
of the road, they may dart
in front of you so please
slow down.

Jackey Lasater,
Mayor, Beach City**

West Chambers County
Pilot Club annual Gala

Two Legislators, Toth & Creighton, file bills at the last minute
By Gilbert Hoffman

Two legislators have filed
bills in this session to allow the
Barbers Hill ISD to be served
by a Community College other
than Lee College. Representa-
tive Steve Toth, R-Woodlands,
and Senator Brandon Creigh-
ton, R-Conroe have filed House
Bill 3835 and Senate Bill 2344.
These would allow an existing
community college to annex
another community college’s
non-taxing service area, either
by election or by contract.

BHISD Superintendent
Greg Poole has indicated the
issues are the tax rate, local
control, and choice. These have
led the district to align their
interests with another Com-
munity College, in this case
Lone Star College, for higher
education service for residents
and their students.

Officials at Lee College, in-
cluding President Dennis
Brown, were not aware of the
pending legislation until it was
actually filed in Austin. In
Brown’s words, “I am incensed,
and that is a polite word, that

we are having to address an
issue which should not be.”
Brown went on to say that Lee
College was prepared to pro-
vide the community, students,
and residents with whatever
they asked for and needed in a
community college. He noted
that the legislation was filed on
the last day that bills could be
filed in this session, adding to
the surprise action.

College officials plan to fight
the school district’s attempt to
leave the Lee College service
area, they said. This is the third
time that BHISD has attempt-
ed to leave Lee College’s service
area and have their own com-
munity college, but the ap-
proach is different. In the
previous two sessions, they
sought to change the Educa-
tion Code’s population thresh-
old to allow them to form their
own junior college. In this pro-
posal, another community col-
lege, Lone Star College, would
annex BHISD’s service area
and provide educational servic-
es.

BHISD Superintendent
Greg Poole said that the rea-

son for the initiative is to pro-
vide community college servic-
es “at minimal or no cost to the
taxpayer” and in addition have
a building or physical presence
in the community.

The legislation is far reach-
ing, and involves more than the
Barbers Hill district. As writ-
ten, any large community col-
lege in the state could extend
their service area beyond their
current 60 mile limit, and os-
tensibly seek wealthy districts
with large tax bases. Oppo-

nents of the bill say this is what
Lone Star College and BHISD
are attempting, and long term
consequences could destabilize
the whole community college
system, according to Mark Hall
and the Lee College Regents,
in a recent public statement.
Barbers Hill has a $10 billion
tax base, expected to grow to
$16 billion by 2022. The re-
gents point out that Lone Star
College declined to serve Huff-
man and Crosby when they
asked, possibly because of their

smaller tax base.
In an effort to provide

BHISD’s desire for their own
bulding, Brown met with Poole
and explored that possibility,
possibly financed by a 5-cent
maintenance tax on residents.
Poole said they rejected the
proposal due to a lack of con-
trol over the “governance” of
the tax monies.

President Brown has asked
help from the Texas Associa-
tion of Community Colleges to
oppose the bills. They have had
to lobby in Austin against sim-
ilar bills in the last two legis-
lative sessions, and plan to do
the same this time. The dead-
line for reporting out of com-
mittee the bills, for action in
this session, is May 6 for the
House, and May 18 for the Sen-
ate. After that, if not moved to
the floor for consideration, the
bills will be dead. Dr. Brown at
Lee College said that so far he
has had good response from
other community colleges op-
posing the legislation, realizing
it could affect them in the fu-
ture, as well as Barbers Hill
and Lee College.
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS Your AD will reach up to 120,000
readers in our FOUR newspapers, with a
combined circulation of 40,000 copies.
Get ACTION on your AD. Rates start at
only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Part Time Position available for

Newspaper ad sales person for the
Aldine and North Channel areas.
Set your own hours. Commission
basis means you can earn more.
Bilingual helpful. Car required.

Send resume to
nenewsroom@aol.com.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

✯
SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

YOUR LOCAL
NEWSPAPERS ARE ON
YOUR SMART PHONE!

Follow local news on the
Internet, on your browser:

www.starcouriernews.com

Garage Doors &
Electric Openers
Repair or Replace. We also repair

broken springs. Call Ricardo

832-647-6378

38-12

13400 FM 2354 Rd.
Baytown, Texas 77523

Office: 281-383-3386
Cell: 713-898-7413

MARY DUNN REAL ESTATE

Mary Dunn

Fax 281-573-1030
www.marydunn.com
E-mail: mary@marydunn.com

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

= Major credit cards accepted =

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

• Mobile Home Skirting

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTOR

ALVI

832-351-2222
281-561-7777
Fax: 832-328-3700
www.xmcomputers.com

11701 Willcrest Dr.
Houston, TX 77099

info@xmcumputers.com

Garage Doors &
Electric Openers

Repair or Replace. We also repair
broken springs. Call Ricardo

832-647-6378

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

Notice is hereby
given that Original
Letters of Adminis-
tration for Docket
No. 474291; Estate
of ANNABEL
WICKLAND  De-
ceased; In Probate
Court No. 1, of Har-
ris County, Texas,
Deceased, were is-
sued on April 5,
2019.

CHERYL ANN
MOORE

The residence ad-
dress of the admin-
istrator is in Harris
County, Texas. The
mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
5223 Garth Rd.

Baytown, TX
77521

All persons having
claims against this
Estate which is cur-
rently being admin-
istered are required
to present them
within the time and
in the manner pre-
scribed by law.
Dated this April 10,
2019

by   WESTON
COTTEN

    Attorney for the
Estate
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“Proposals for RFP 19-006 UIL Student Athletic
Insurance  will be received by the Galena Park
Independent School District until Tuesday, May 7, 2019 @
2:30 PM CSDT. At that time proposals will be opened at
the GPISD Admin Bldg located at 14705 Woodforest Blvd.,
Houston, TX 77015. Additional information may be obtained
by contacting Brooke Lakner, Director of Purchasing at
832-386-1008 or on our website: http://galenaparkisd.com.
The Galena Park ISD reserves the right to reject any or all
proposals.”

Classified ADS
713-266-3444

LEGAL NOTICES APPEAR IN
THE HIGHLANDS STAR

CROSBY COURIER, AND THE
NORTH CHANNEL STAR.
CALL 713-266-3444 FOR

MORE INFO.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

THE CITY OF GALENA PARK WILL RECEIVE SEALED BIDS FOR THE CITY OF
GALENA PARK SWIMMING POOL MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION. SEALED
BIDS WILL BE RECEIVED BY MAYRA GONZALES, CITY SECRETARY, AT THE
CITY OF GALENA PARK, CITY HALL, 2000 CLINTON DRIVE, GALENA PARK,
TEXAS 77547 UNTIL  12:00 P.M. ON MAY 3, 2019.  NO BID WILL BE
CONSIDERED IF RECEIVED AFTER THIS TIME.  ALL BIDS MUST BE CLEARLY
MARKED: “SEAL BID- CITY OF GALENA PARK SWIMMING POOL
MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION”.  THE BIDS WILL BE OPENED AND READ
ALOUD AT A SPECIAL OPEN MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL AT 2:00 P.M.
AT CITY HALL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 2000 CLINTON DRIVE, GALENA PARK,
TEXAS, 77547 ON MAY 3, 2019.

BID SPECIFICATIONS ARE ON FILE AND MAY BE VIEWED AND OBTAINED
WITHOUT CHARGE IN THE OFFICES OF THE CITY OF GALENA PARK 2000
CLINTON DR. GALENA PARK, TX 77547.

THE CITY RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND/OR ALL BIDS, TO
WAIVE ANY AND ALL TECHNICALITIES AND TO ACCEPT ANY BID OR PART
THEREOF WHICH IN THE OPINION OF THE CITY COUNCIL IS MOST
ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE CITY.
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