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✯
IN THE
STARS

EVENTS
SAT., APRIL 6
SPRING FLING
VENDOR &
CRAFT FAIR
April 6th, 2019
at Hargrave High School
from10:00 am - 3:00 pm.
Contact Tiffany at tiffany@
crosbychurch.com or call the
office at 281-328-1310 for
more information.

SUN. APRIL 7
SPEEDBOAT RACES
Racing returns! Baytown
Boat Club at Clear Lake
Street in Highlands. 12pm
to 5pm Sunday, April 7th.
Fried Chicken Dinners,
Snow Cones available.

TUE., APRIL 9
COFFEE WITH A COP
Tuesday, April 9 from 9 am
to 11 am at Hungry Jack
Restaurant, 14045 FM
2100, Crosby, TX. 77532.

THUR, APRIL 11
H/L CHAMBER
LUNCHEON
Join the Highlands/
Lynchburg Chamber for
their regular monthly
luncheon and program, 12
noon, Highlands Communi-
ty Center. Call 281-426-
7227 for reservations.

MON., APRIL 15
CROSBY LIBRARY
MEETING
The Friends of the Crosby
Library will be having their
Annual Meeting on April 15
from 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm.
The guest speaker will be
Precinct 3 JP Lucia Bates.
The topic of the evening
will be "The importance of
reading for all ages and
community relations". The
public is invited to attend.
135 Hare Road, Crosby, TX
77532. 832-927-7790.

BIRTHDAYS
Apr 4--Cory Hildebrand

Clydeen Valentine
Denise Hernandez
Robert H. Sparks

Apr 5--Fred Dunks
Apr 6--J.J. Worthen
Apr 7--Jean Oliver

Charlotte Yates
Apr 8--Thomas Earl Fabi

an
Marie Engle

Apr 9-- Casie Russell
Damon Lay
Mitchell Thompson

Apr 10--Wendi Owens

ANNIVERSARIES
Apr 5- Randy & Rose

Donnell
Apr 9--Robert & Delana

Matthews
Joshua & Kaylee
Bradley

Apr 10--Rod & Anita
Davis

These stories
in the PRESS:
•San Jacinto Day
Festival Cancel
•Beach City News
updates
•I-10 repairs update
......And more, Page 5

CRCU CD Rates, p. 10CRI Financial, p. 3 Turner Chevrolet, p. 10

Explosion, fire at KMCO plant in Crosby

Barrett has economic
development plans

AUTO & HOME INSURANCE
Jeremy Rosenkranz, State Farm Agent

440 S. Main Street, Highlands, TX 77562
281-426-3512

www.jeremyrosenkranz.com

CROSBY – Shortly after
11:00 a.m. Tuesday many
thought their buildings
had been struck by a car
because they were jarred
violently, but it was the
third of local plant fires in
a couple of weeks, this time
at KMCO, L.L.C. and this
time it was deadly.

Two employees were
taken by ambulance to
nearby Crosby Church for
Lifeflight helicopters to
pick them up. At least, an-
other man was killed in the
incident although at first
was reported missing. By
press time the names of
the injured or deceased
had not been released.

A firefighter indicated
that the two injured em-
ployees were in critical
condition when found, hav-
ing been burned over most
of their bodies.

No one would call the
fire out before 5:00 p.m. al-
though apparently consid-
erably under more control

by 2:30 p.m. Crosby VFD was first on
the scene, followed by ESD#5, then
Sheldon units. Crosby VFD encountered
low water pressure (that same problem
as had extended the fire in Deer Park
on March 17 and 18.) No less than 16
fire tanker trucks of water from sur-
rounding communities were brought in
to contain the flames.

According to John Foley, President
and Chief Executive Officer of KMCO
L.L.C., “There was an incident result-
ing in an ignition and fire today April
2, 2019 at KMCO, LLC in Crosby,  Tex-
as. We are deeply saddened to confirm
at this time that there have been inju-
ries and one fatality. Those injured have
been transported for medical treatment.
Our hearts and prayers go out to the
individuals involved, as well as our first
responders, employees, and our commu-
nity.

We have activated the company’s
emergency response team and incident
command center. We are working with
local first responders to extinguish the
fire. We will give another update as
additional information becomes avail-
able.

See KMCO EXPLODES, BURNS, page 10
Smoke billows from the KMCO plant fire, as seen by the
neighbors and first responders on Ramsey Road in Crosby.

JERRY BLUITT, speaking at
Rotary, about the Barrett
Station Civic League and
Barrett Station Management
District.

HIGHLANDS – Jerry
Bluit, president of the Bar-
rett Station Civic League,
and the Barrett Station
Management District, ex-
plained to the Rotary Club
what plans these organiza-
tions had for economic de-
velopment in their
geographic area of respon-
sibility.

Bluitt also took the op-
portunity to review some of
the history of the area, in-
cluding the Mexican Land
See BARRETT
DEVELOPMENT, page 10

US 90 wreck fatal

A SUV slammed into a US 90 guardrail on Saturday night
taking the lfe of Jaime Calderon Jr. Calderon was dead at
the scene when deputies arrived at about 11:45 p.m. A
witness had contacted 911 upon seeing the car hit the
guardrail then go over into the nearby median and seemed
to disappear.                     Continued on Page 3



Star✯Courier / Press / NORTH CHANNEL✯STARPage 2 THURSDAY, APRIL 4, 2019

Attorney at Law

KAREN A. BLOMSTROM
281-328-7311

Crosby, TX 77532

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Pride only breeds quarrels,
but wisdom is found in

those who take advice.

Call
GRAFIKSHOP

for printing jobs

713-977-2555

God is our refuge
and strengh, a

very present help
in trouble

Psalm: 46:1

I can do all things
through Christ who

strengthens me.

PHILIPPIANS 4:13

FAITH
can move

MOUNTAINS
Matthew 17:20

LOVE NEVER FAILS
I Corinthians 13:8

CALL 713-266-3444 FOR A QUOTE TO
REACH MORE THAN 7,000

READERS WEEKLY

Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to

speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them. Acts 2:4

Rise in the presence of the
aged, show respect for the

elderly and revere your God.
Leviticus 19:32

Be alert. Continue strong in
the faith. Have courage

and be strong.
1 Corinthians 16:13

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

What we suffer now
is nothing compared

to the glory He will
reveal to us later

ROMANS 8:18

CERTIFIED
CONTRACTOR

Financing Available

MR. ROOFER
281-452-0000

✯     L I F E S T Y L E    P A G E    ✯

CHURCH LISTINGS
Crosby, Highlands, Huffman,
Baytown

ANGLICAN CHURCH
• Church of the Resurrection,
meeting at Crosby Brethren
Church, 5202 1st Street, Cros-
by. 832-661-9693.
APOSTOLIC CHURCH
• First Apostolic Church of High-
lands, 1211 S. Main St. High-
lands. 281-426-4133
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
• Crosby Gospel Assembly, 633
Kenning Rd., Crosby, 281-328-
2516
• First Assembly of God, 406 N.
Magnolia St., Highlands, 281-
426-3170
• Gospel Lighthouse, 8218
John Martin Rd., Baytown, 281-
421-1168
BAPTIST
• Calvary Baptist, 2217 Huff-
man Eastgate Rd., Huffman,
281-324-3409
• Highlands Baptist, 111 E. Ca-
nal Rd., Highlands, 281-426-
2470
• Northeast Freeway Baptist,
1635 Runneberg Rd., Crosby,
281-328-2723
• Unity Baptist, 2625 Broad Dr.,
Highlands, 281-426-4223
• Iglesia Bautista Comunidad,
5323 Highway 90, Crosby, 281-
421-9810. “Venid y te Harem-
os Bien”
BAPTIST-Missionary
• Antioch Missionary Baptist,
2500 Harris St., Highlands,
281-426-6565.
•  First Missionary Baptist
Church, 301 Cypress Avenue,
Crosby, 281-462-7634.
• Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist,
315 Nod, Crosby, 281-328-
4650
• True Vine Missionary Baptist,
404 Oak Ave., Crosby, 281-
328-7637
• Shiloh Missionary Baptist
Church,  12418 Crosby Rd.,
Crosby, 281-328-1851
BAPTIST-Southern
• First Baptist- Crosby, 615
Runneberg Rd.,Crosby, 281-
328-2564
• First Baptist- Highlands, N.
Magnolia at Wallisville, High-
lands, 281-426-4551
• First Baptist- Huffman, 25503
FM 2100, Huffman, 281-324-
1888
• Northside Baptist, 317 Bar-
bers Hil l Rd., Highlands,
nsbchighlands.org
• Second Baptist, 400 E. Wall-
isville Rd., Highlands, 281-426-
5557
• Crosby New Hope Baptist
Church, 18319 FM 2100, Cros-
by, 281-328-6086
BRETHREN
• Crosby Brethren, 5202 1st St.,
Crosby, 281-328-2442
CATHOLIC
• Holy Family, 7122 Whiting
Rock, Baytown, 281-426-8448
• Sacred Heart, 915 Runneberg
Rd., Crosby, 281-328-4871

• St. Martin De Porres, 12606
FM 2100, Crosby, 281-328-
4451
• St. Jude Thaddeus, 800 S.
Main St. , Highlands, 281-843-
2422
• St. Phillip the Apostle, 2308
3rd St.,Huffman, 281-324-1478
CHURCH OF CHRIST
• Church of Christ at Wallisville
Rd., 1500 E. Wallisville Rd.,
281-426-7557.
• Crosby Church of Christ, 3737
Hwy 90, Crosby, 281-328-3496
• Highlands Church of Christ,
214 Clear Lake Rd., Highlands,
281-426-2742
• Barrett Station Church of
Christ, 281-328-7882
CHURCH OF GOD
• First Pentecostal Church of
God, 1328 Old Atascocita, Huff-
man, 281-324-1518
• Harvest Time Church of God,
495 S. Diamondhead Blvd.,
Crosby, 281-462-8060
CHURCH OF GOD
IN CHRIST
•�Mt. Rose Church of God in
Christ, 13000 FM 2100, Cros-
by, 281-328-1314
EPISCOPAL
• Church of the Resurrection,
5202 Churhc St., Crosby.
INDEPENDENT
• Crosby Church, 5725 Hwy 90,
Crosby and 30673 Huffman
Cleveland Rd., Huffman, 281-
328-1310
• Huffman Church, 1707 Huff-
man Eastgate Rd., Huffman,
281-324-3705
• New Covenant of Faith, 12217
Holly Rd., Crosby, 281-328-
1315
• Restoration House, 1609
Jones Rd., Highlands, 281-843-
4000
• Son Harvest, 2027 FM 1942,
Crosby, 281-543-2860.
LUTHERAN
• Our Shepherd, 19704 FM
2100, Huffman, 281-324-2422
METHODIST
• Crosby United Methodist,
1334 Runneberg Rd., Crosby,
281-328-2616
• Highlands United Methodist,
107 W. Houston St., Highands,
281-426-3614
• Lake Houston United Method-
ist, 23606 FM 2100, Huffman,
281-324-1541

NON DENOMINATION
• Lifepoint Church, 9235 North
Highway 146, Baytown, Tx.
77523.  �281-576-5452.

UNITED PENTECOSTAL
CHURCH
• Pentecostals of Crosby502
Pine at Hwy 90 Crosby, TX
�77532(281) 328-5054. Sunday
10 AM. Wednesday 7 PM. Pas-
tor Kerry D. Lee

Channelview, Jacinto City,
Galena Park, Houston

•Second Street Church of
Christ, 15821 2nd. Street,
Channelview, TX. 77530.

www.2ndstreetchurchofchrist.com

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
•Galena Park Assembly of
God, 1211 2nd. St., Galena
Park, TX. 713-455-0836.
BAPTIST
•New Life Baptist Church of
East Houston, 18570 Van
Road, Houston, 77049. 281-
456-0082
•Second Baptist Church, 1913
18th. St., Galena Park, TX. 713-
672-9232.
•Second Baptist Church, 10501
Muscatine, Jacinto City, TX.
713-674-8463.
•St. Matthew Baptist Church,
119 Fidelity, Houston, TX. 713-
674-0062.
•First Baptist Church, 1505 1st.
St., Galena Park, TX. 713-455-
1261.
•Macedonia Baptist Church,
1230 Maxnie Street, Houston,
TX. 77049. 713-674-6607.
BAPTIST-Southern
•Dell Dale Avenue Baptist
Church, 402 Dell Dale Avenue,
Channelview, TX. 281-452-
3704.
•South Drive Baptist Church,
15229 South Drive, Channel-
view, TX. 77530. 281-452-
4500.
•First Baptist Church of Jacinto
City, 10701 Wiggins, Jacinto
City, TX 77029. 713-672-2802.
•Beaumont Place Baptist
Church, 13101 Ivydale Street,
Houtson, TX. 77049.
•First Baptist Church of Gale-
na Park, 206 Woofle St., 77547.
713-455-1261.
CATHOLIC
•St. Andrew Roman Catholic
Church, 827 Sheldon Rd.,
Channelview, TX. 281-452-
9865.
•Our Lady of Fatima, 1705 8th
St., Galena Park, TX. 713-675-
0981.
CHURCH OF CHRIST
•2nd. St. Church of Christ,
15821 2nd St., Channelview,
TX. -281-452-4049.
•Channelview Church of Christ,
1301 Sheldon Rd., Channel-
view, Tx. 281-452-7129.
•Galena Park Church of Christ,
301 Holland Ave, Galena Park,
TX. 713-455-0826.
EPISCOPAL
•St. Timothy’s Episcopal
Church, 13125 Indianapolis St.,
Houston, 713-451-2909.
HOLINESS
•Bible Missionary Church,
10246 Fairfax St., Jacinto City.
713-671-3500.
METHODIST
•Old River Terrace United Meth-
odist Church, 16102 East Free-
way, Channelview, TX.
281-452-2861.
•Galena Park United Methodist,
1705 1st. St., Galena Park, TX.
713-672-0245.
•Holy Trinity United Methodist,
13207 Orleans St., Houston,
Tx. 713-453-7203.

Mrs. Victoria Parker,
HHS Art teacher, is happy
to announce that Sophie
McGregor received a Gold
Key award and a Silver
Key award for two digital
art entries, along with
Hope Pate who received a
Silver Key award for her
drawing entry, for this
year’s national competi-
tion.

The Scholastic Art &
Writing Awards is the na-
tion’s longest-running,
largest, and most presti-
gious competition for cre-
ative teens in both art and
writing. Through the
Awards, students receive
opportunities for recogni-
tion, exhibition, publica-
tion and scholarships.

Former winners include
Andy Warhol, Sylvia Plath,
Stephen King, Richard
Avedon, Zac Posen, Robert
Redford and Joyce Carol
Oates. This year’s Region-
al Awards ceremony, spon-
sored by the Harris County
Department of Education,

Hargrave High S chool art
students awarded at 2019
scholastic art & writing ceremony

Hargrave HS Art students, Sophie McGregor (shown
left), and Hope Pate (shown right) received Gold and
Silver Key Awards at the 2019  Scholastic Art & Writing
Awards Ceremony in Houston, Texas. March 27, 2019

took place on March 27,
2019 at the Ballroom at
Bayou Place in Houston,
Texas. More than 5,400
students from public, pri-
vate and home schools sub-
mitted Art in Harris
County, and 1,700 received

Gold & Silver Key awards.
Those who received Gold &
Silver Key awards had
their artwork displayed at
Spring Street Studios in
Houston. This is a remark-
able achievement and
milestone for emerging
artists.

✯
THOUGHTS  FROM

MARANATHA  CHURCH
By Dr. Mark Trice

My family lives in the
country. In fact, when we
first moved out here we
were the only ones around.
Bearing that in mind, you
can imagine how confound-
ed we were when people
suddenly started showing
up on our road one day,
making active use of bin-
oculars, cameras, and vid-
eo cameras. Needless to
say, it didn’t take us too
very long to go ask them
what in the world they
were doing.

Turned out our road was
listed as a primary location
to find a specific, rare
woodpecker. These people
were birders on the hunt,
and they were persistent.
I’m not just talking “let’s
drive out to Anahuac” per-
sistent. Where some are
concerned, I’m talking,
“Let’s leave our home in
England and take a trip to
that tiny town in the US to
track down this feathered
treasure,” persistent. I’m
not talking a lazy way to
spend an afternoon. I’m
talking eyes peeled and re-
cording devices at the
ready.

They wanted to see the
bird. They knew where it

was supposed to be found,
and they were not leaving
without making every ef-
fort to find it. (The truly
funny thing is that Dad
hated those birds for all
the trouble they caused at
the barn, but that’s anoth-
er story.) I don’t know how
many of them actually got
the pictures and video they
were looking for, but if they
missed seeing the wood-
pecker it wasn’t for lack of
trying. They’re a good re-
minder of the type of peo-
ple God expects us to be –
persistent.

In Luke 11:5-11, He
goes to great lengths to
help us understand what
persistence means. First
he tells of a man who bugs
his neighbor at midnight,
and keeps on pestering
him until the poor guy fi-
nally gets up to hand over
the needed loaves of bread.
Then He gives us instruc-
tion: “Ask, and it shall be
given you; seek, and ye
shall find; knock, and it
shall be opened unto you.”

According to theolo-
gians, when God says
something three times you
had better pay attention.
What Jesus is saying here,

in a nutshell, is, “Be persis-
tent.” We live in a society
that gives up too easily. If
the drive-through line is
too long, we drive off. If the
new puppy isn’t housebro-
ken right away, we “re-
home” him. We have a hard
time sticking it out – what-
ever “it” is.

We don’t know what it
means to be so passionate-
ly hungry for God’s pres-
ence that we’re willing to
pay any price to experience
it. We’re not so determined
to grow into the men and
women He wants us to be
that we will deliberately
pursue Him through His
Word, through church at-
tendance, and through
finding godly mentors. But
you know what? That’s
what it takes.

We all have the same
choice. Be a casual Chris-
tian, someone who has ac-
cepted Jesus as Savior and
stopped there, or learn
what it is like to accept
Him as Lord and persis-
tently, passionately seek
out ways to make their
Lord happy. This persis-
tence will help us become
true representatives of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

The Czech Heritage So-
ciety of Texas, Harris
County Chapter is prepar-
ing for our Annual Czech
SpringFest. We will hold
our festival on Sunday,
April 28, 2019. It will be
held at the SPJST Lodge
#88, 1435 Beall St. Hous-
ton, in the Heights Area.

This being our 24th An-
nual Czech SpringFest, we
look forward to having an
outstanding crowd with

Annual Czech SpringFest set April 28
much entertainment and
many vendors selling their
wares. Our usual Country
Store and Sausage Booth
will be available. This year
we will have a Czech Mar-
ket selling decorative ac-
cessories, books and other
Czech items. A small silent
auction of boutique items
will be adjacent to the
Czech Market.

Craft Artist Vladimir
Klimis from the Czech Re-

public will be there to dem-
onstrate his skill of wood
carving.

A traditional Czech
Sunday dinner will be
served from 11 am till 2
pm.

Music will be provided
by the Kovanda Czech
Band from 11 am till 3 pm
and The Texas legacy
Czech Band will play from
3 pm till 6:30 pm.

Persistence

BIBLE TRIVIA
by Wilson Casey---

1. Is the book of Terebinth in
the Old or New Testament or
neither?

2. What sprang up and
shadowed over Jonah's head
delivering him from his grief?
Hemlock, Gourd, Flowers, Fig
tree

3. From Judges 16, where did
Samson tell Delilah that his great
strength lies? Deep voice,
Mighty arms, Long hair, Kind
heart

4. Who married King David
after her evil husband, Nabal,
died? Tamar, Abigail, Vashti,
Sarah

5. Which man's name in the
book of Genesis means "hairy"?
Seth, Cain, Abel, Esau

6. How many times does the
word "Lucifer" appear in the
Bible (KJV)? 1, 13, 112, 666

ANSWERS: 1) Neither; 2)
Gourd; 3) Long hair; 4) Abigail;
5) Esau; 6) 1 (Isaiah 14:12)
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✯    C O M M U N I T Y     W A T C H   ✯

Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2018 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: cri.tax.jhinson@gmail.com

Maximum Tax Savings

281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide,

Hospice Services
*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

Pick-up overturns on
Jones Road in Highlands

The driver of this
overturned pickup
truck confers with
wrecker operator
David Kostka on a
method to right the
truck and get it into
the wrecker truck
seen at left.

In the distance
are a Sheriff’s depu-
ty and the High-
lands EMS and Fire
Department that re-
sponded to this ac-
cident.

The pickup truck
driver said that he
was travelling west
on Jones Road,
when the truck start-
ed to accelrate on its
own, and he could
not slow or stop it

with the brakes. The truck flipped
over and landed in the ditch along
the road.

The driver, a college student from
the Highlands area, was not injured

inspite of the fact that his
truck was totalled. He was
treated by EMS for small lac-
erations, and not transport-
ed. (Photo Star-Courier/Hoffman)

Highlands gameroom
busted by Precinct 3

Passersby indicated that this game room located northernmost in Highlands
had grown in popularity substantially since it began paying out cash. They
also indicated this is not the first time law enforcement had  stopped
operation for some time.This encounter happened on March 29 at about
5:15 p.m. K-9 Units from Baytown Police assisted in the raid.

Crosby man
found deceased

Newport girl found
alive and secure

On Tuesday afternoon,
April 2, Harris County
Sheriff ’s Office announced
that a Newport resident
that had gone missing since
March 29, was found to be
in good condition and se-
cure.

Residents had organized
searches with ATVs, autos,
boats, walk patrols and
plenty of law enforcement
throughout Newport Subdi-
vision and surrounding ar-
eas.

Her family had said that
the Crosby Middle School
student’s room was left in

Hannah Diaz found
well by law
enforcement. Search
yields testimony to
community sticking
together for children.

disarray but she had taken
her backpack, laptop, and
phone. They had no idea
where she had gone.

Search crews with dogs
had discovered that she
had walked from her room
to a nearby street and then
the search went cold, as if
she had gotten into a car.

Newport residents over
the weekend had made the
Gazebo the search central.
A variety of searchers from
local families, experienced
searchers, and law enforce-
ment from those serving
Crosby were inlisted.

CROSBY – A local father
of two young girls was
found deceased outside
Rowdy Bucks on March 28
at age 29.

Harris County Sheriff ’s
Detectives closed the bar
and interviewed patrons in-
side concerning what had
happened for about three
hours before an incident.

Dylan Wade Doskocil
lived not far from Rowdy
Bucks and was popularly
known throughout the
Crosby community. Dylan Wade

Doskocil

US 90
fatality,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Jaime Calderon Jr. was driving his
2006 Jetta shortly before midnight
on US 90 near Crosby-Eastgate
Road located in the 7100 block on
March 31 when the car careened
into a guardrail. The car then cap-
sized, slide down the median and
came to rest in the center of the
median. Apparently, he was not
wearing his seatbelt and was par-
tially ejected though the windshield
and outside of the vehicle. The ve-
hicle rolled over and Calderon died
at the scene before help arrived.

US 90 shut down early Wednesday
CROSBY  – Traffic in-

vestigators shut down US
90 Wednesday morning
sometime after 4:00 a.m.
when an accident was re-
ported of a motocyclist
striking a large dog.

According to witnesses
the motorcycle looked as if
it had been placed in a
compactor and the dog did
not look good at all.

Harris CountySheriff ’s
Deputies and Traffic In-
vestigators did their due
duty looking all over to
find the motorcyclist.

The man that the mo-
torcyle was registered to
was later found in a local
hospital with serious but
less than life threatening
wounds resulting from the

crash.
Meanwhile back at US 90,

the search continued for sev-
eral hours until it was final-
ly decided that the rider
must have caught a ride with
a passerby.

The accident took place at
US 90 near the northeast
bound FM 2100 exit in Cros-
by.
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✯      O P I N I O N    P A G E    ✯

STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

✯

Representative
Cain calls for
hearing to
investigate
the ITC tank
fire incident

(Austin, TX) Last
thurs-
day,
State
Rep-
resen-
tative
Briscoe
Cain
sub-
mit-
ted letters to the
Speaker of the House,
Dennis Bonnen;
Chairman Poncho
Nevárez, who leads
the House Committee
on Homeland Securi-
ty & Public Safety;
and Chairman J.M.
Lozano, who leads
the House Committee
on Environmental
Regulation request-
ing a joint-hearing on
emergency response
and prevention
measures pertaining
to the fire at the
Intercontinental
Terminals Company
(ITC), an investiga-
tion into the handling
of the incident, and
its aftereffects.

 Representative
Cain commented,
“The disastrous
events surrounding
the fire at ITC have
been devastating to
our community. The
nation has been
captivated by dra-
matic images of
flames and smoke
plumes, but our
community has had
to deal with the very
real questions about
air and water quality
while waiting for
information from
ITC. Our community
deserves transparen-
cy and accountability
as we recover from
this incident. I thank
Speaker Bonnen,
Chairman Nevárez,
and Chairman Loza-
no for sharing my
sense of urgency in
investigating the
critical issues in
relation to this event
and ensuring safety
for our community
and all Texans. I also
thank the dedicated
fireman, emergency
response profession-
als, industry part-
ners, and community
leaders like Mayor
Mouton for their
outstanding service
in stepping up to
meet this challenge.”
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AUSTIN — Last week,
with 60 days remaining
until the end of the 140-
day regular session of the
86th Texas Legislature, the
House and Senate vaulted
closer toward finalizing a
state budget.

On March 27, the House
of Representatives voted
149-0 in favor of HB 1, its
version of the state budget
for fiscal years 2020 and
2021. The lower chamber’s
bill allocates some $251
billion to cover the two
years and puts $9 billion
more than the current bud-
get into education reform,
including a teacher pay in-
crease and pension fund-
ing, and property tax
reform.

SB 1, the Senate’s ver-
sion of the state budget, is
scheduled for more early-
April hearings in the Sen-
ate Finance Committee
before coming to a Senate
floor vote. SB 1, like HB 1,
presently contains some $9
billion for education re-
form and a property tax
break. Since mid-January,
the committee chaired by
Sen. Jane Nelson, R-Flow-
er Mound, heard more
than 750 witnesses
present public testimony
in 25 meetings, helping
members craft a bill that
totals more than 1,000
pages. Nelson broke down
the $9 billion as follows:

— Almost $4 billion for
an across-the-board teach-
er pay raise of $5,000;

— $2.3 billion in addi-
tional money for non-sala-
ry public education reform;
and

— $2.7 billion for prop-
erty tax relief.

SB 1 is expected to pass
soon in the Senate, and
should it do so, a confer-
ence committee of House
and Senate members must
meet to reconcile differenc-
es in the two versions of
the state budget. Nelson
and four other senators
appointed by Lt. Gov. Dan
Patrick, along with House
Appropriations Committee
Chair John Zerwas, R-
Richmond, and four House
members appointed by
Speaker Dennis Bonnen,
will make up the confer-
ence committee. After the
versions are reconciled,
both chambers will put the
measure to a final vote. If
passed, the budget would
then be forwarded to Gov.
Greg Abbott for final ap-
proval.

Bill would raise
exemption

The Senate Property
Tax Committee on March
26 considered legislation to
increase the homestead
exemption for local school
property taxpayers by

WASHINGTON, DC
– March 27, 2019 –
Congressman Dan
Crenshaw (TX-02) and
Congresswoman Ann
Wagner (MO-02)
introduced the New
Parents Act in the
House that creates a
voluntary option for
paid parental leave by
allowing parents to use
a portion of their Social
Security after the birth
or adoption of a child.
Specifically, the bill
provides parents with
the flexibility to use
their benefits in a way
that works best for
their household. Many
parents, especially
those with low in-
comes, will be able to
finance three months of
leave, or longer, under
the New Parents Act.

U.S. Senators Marco
Rubio (R-FL) and Mitt
Romney (R-UT) intro-
duced companion
legislation in the
Senate.

“It is rare that we get
the chance to drastical-
ly improve the lives of
hard-working families
with no long-term
impact on our
budget,”said Cren-
shaw. “By giving
families temporary
access to future funds
when they’re growing
their family, we are
helping Americans
when they need it
most. This will be a
life-changing option.”

 “As a mother, a
grandmother, and
someone who has
employed many new
moms and dads, I know
that having a baby is
both joyous and chal-
lenging. We have put
forth a responsible paid
family leave policy that
allows new parents
flexibility to spend
more time with their
children during one of
life’s most precious and
exceptional moments.

House, Senate continue to
move closer to passing budget

$10,000.
SB 5 and Senate Joint

Resolution 71, a proposed
constitutional amendment
by the committee’s chair,
Sen. Paul Bettencourt, R-
Houston, would ask voters
in November to approve an
increase to the amount of
property value that a ho-
meowner can exempt from
$25,000 to $35,000.

He said the increase
would cut the average
property tax bill in Texas
by about $125 per year and
the state would be able to
cover the loss in revenue to
school districts by using
proceeds from oil and gas
production taxes that
would otherwise have gone
into the Economic Stabili-
zation “Rainy Day” Fund.

Bettencourt said the
fund has enough in it to
justify the diversion. "I per-
sonally view the (Rainy
Day Fund) as full because
we're looking at values up
to $15.66 billion at the end
of the biennium without
any withdrawals," he said.

Lawmakers ask for
more

Texas transportation
infrastructure is not keep-
ing up with growth, and to
make matters worse, the
Lone Star State receives
less than any other state
compared to what it pays
into the federal Highway
Trust Fund.

To request a better rate
of return, all 38 members
of the Texas congressional
delegation joined in a
March 26 letter to the
chairs and ranking mem-
bers of the Senate Environ-
ment and Public Works
Committee and House
Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee.

The delegation’s letter
notes the 95 cents on the
dollar returned to Texas in
fiscal 2019 amounts to a

loss of up to $940 million
in taxes paid by Texas mo-
torists and taxpayers. In
contrast, according to Fed-
eral Highway Administra-
tion figures, Alaska
received $6.78, New York,
$1.33, and California,
$1.16.

"Texas has been denied
a fair return on federal fuel
taxes for far too long. It is
imperative that an equita-
ble share of these funds be
allocated to improving
transportation systems
right here in Texas,” said
Gov. Abbott. “I urge Con-
gress to put an end to this
funding inequity,” he add-
ed.

Senate OKs
harassment bill

Any employee of a pub-
lic or private university
who sees or learns of an
incident of sexual harass-
ment, assault, rape, dating
violence or stalking would
be required to report it to
the institution’s Title IX
coordinator under SB 212,
which was unanimously
approved by the Texas
Senate on March 26.

According to the Senate
News Service, the legisla-
tion by Sen. Joan Huffman,
R-Houston, also would re-
quire the coordinator to
make regular reports to
the university president
regarding the number of
complaints and the status
of investigations.

The president, in turn,
would have to make a re-
port to the university
board of trustees every se-
mester of the number, dis-
position and status of
complaints and investiga-
tions, the findings thereof,
and the disciplinary ac-
tions taken. This report
would be public informa-
tion but would not identi-
fy any person. The
legislation still must pass
the House and be signed by
the governor to become
law.

Crenshaw joins Wagner,
Rubio, Romney in
introducing paid family
leave option

Importantly, this
legislation gives new
parents the option of
paid parental leave
without raising taxes
or burdening small
businesses,” Wagner
said.

“Our economic
policies have left
young, working fami-
lies behind at a time
when our marriage and
childbirth rates are
falling. It is time to
realign our economic
policies in support of
American families,
which is why I am
proud to re-introduce
the New Parents Act,”
Rubio said. “My legisla-
tion does not raise
taxes or expand bu-
reaucracy. This option
would be available to
working and stay-at-
home moms and dads
alike giving young
parents much needed
flexibility in how they
choose to use their
money for their family
leave.”

 “There are only two
states where births are
outpacing deaths, and
one of them is my home
state of Utah. That
means a lot of Utah
families are having
children, and it also
means added expenses
for those families,”
Romney said. “In Utah,
and throughout the
United States, a
majority of working
parents do not get paid
when they take time off
from work after the
birth or adoption of a
child, which can mean
depleted savings, credit
card debt, and student
loan defaults. The New
Parents Act will give
parents the flexibility
to take time off from
work with pay during
the first weeks of their
children’s lives, with-
out growing our nation-
al debt, raising taxes,
or creating a new
entitlement program.”
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Call to
Arms

This event is being held
at the VFW HALL POST 912
located at 8204 N. Main,
Baytown, TX. 77521 on
Saturday, Apri, 6, 2019 from
11 am to 5pm. Food will be
served and also if you bring
more then one guest it is
$10 a plate and if you wish
to contribute to the event
you may also bring a plate.
This event is to help build
membership and help bring
back interest in the
meetings to the chapters in
the Harris County Area.
Interest in these meetings is
low and membership is
dropping off so they ask
you members and new
members to please come to
this event. Any questions,
please contact Tom Harper
at 936-994-6564 during
between 11 am to 6 pm
daily until the event.

Programs at
Sam &
Carmena Goss
Library

These are the events
taking place at the Sam and
Carmena Goss Memorial
Branch Library the week of
March 24, 2019.

These are the events
taking place at the Sam and
Carmena Goss Memorial
Branch Library the week of
April 8, 2019.

•Tuesday, April 9 -
Baby & Me, 10:00 am (ages
0-24 mos)

•Tuesday, April 9 -
Movie Day Spider-Man:
Into the Spiderverse, 4:30
pm (all ages)

•Wednesday, April 10 -
Tween DIY Bracelet, 4:00
pm (ages 7-11 yrs)

•Thursday, April 11 -
Kids Easter Party, 4:00 pm
(ages 0-11 yrs)

•Friday, April 12 -
Storytime, 10:30 (ages 0-5
yrs)

Call 281-576-2245 to
register.

April Events at
the Jones
Public Library

Wednesday - April 10
- 10 AM 4 PM -Free
Income Tax Preparation

The Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) Program offers
free tax return
preparation and
electronic filling to low
and moderate-income
individuals and families.
This free service is an
initiative of the Tax Law
Society at South Texas
College of Law Houston.
For general information,
call 936-258-7060. For tax
questions, call 713-646-
2921.

Thursday - April 11th
- 5:30 PM - Poetry Slam
at the Library

Join them from 5:30 to
7:00 PM at “The Blue Wall
Cafe” - also known as the
large study area in the
Jones Public Library - for a
one night only pop up
Poetry Slam.

There will be a coffee
bar and snacks for guests
and performers when you
arrive sign up for a
performance slot. Space
available for up to 20
performers.

Bring an original piece,
share one of your favorite
poems, or choose a poem
from one of their books on
display.

Jones Public Library is
located at 801 S. Cleveland
St., Dayton, TX 77535. Call
936-258-7060 with any
questions.

BAYTOWN — (March
29, 2019) — No one is im-
mune to pelvic pain. While
it may be more common in
women than men, pelvic
pain can occur at virtual-
ly any time in a person’s
life.

People who suffer from
pelvic pain may experi-
ence urinary incontinence
(leakage), increased uri-
nary frequency, difficulty
emptying the bladder and
pelvic pain during sexual
activity. Their symptoms
may keep them from en-
joying daily activities due
to pain or worry about
finding a bathroom at a
moment ’s  notice.  But
there is hope.

In addition to surgical
options, women with pel-
vic pain or urinary incon-
tinence may find relief
through pelvic floor mus-
cle training (PFMT). This
therapy targets the mus-
cles that control conti-
nence and sexual function
and support internal or-
gans. PFMT is frequently
the first line of treatment
for women suffering with
these conditions.

Dr. Paul Redman, an
obstetrician-gynecologist
at Houston Methodist
Baytown Hospital, says
pelvic pain and urinary
incontinence in women is
more common than many
realize. “Urinary inconti-
nence can affect women of
all ages, especially women
age 65 and older,” Redman
said.

During the initial ap-
pointment, your doctor
will discuss your medical
and personal history, as
well as any symptoms, to
determine how pelvic pain
is affecting your life. They
may also perform a vagi-
nal or rectal exam to de-
termine if PFMT can help
your condition.

Women often use Kegel
exercises to strengthen
pelvic floor muscles to deal
with urinary incontinence.
But a common mispercep-
tion related to pelvic floor
therapy is that it only in-
volves Kegel exercises.
While PFMT strengthen-
ing exercises are impor-
tant ,  pe lv ic  phys ica l
therapists at Houston
Methodist Baytown’s Out-
patient Physical Therapy
Clinic use a variety of

2019 Festival originally
scheduled for April 13

The March 17 tank farm
fire at the ITC facility re-
mains an ongoing situa-
tion that has closed the
San Jacinto Battleground
State Historic Site and the
San Jacinto Museum of
History since the emergen-
cy situation began. At the
present time, access to the
area surrounding the site
is restricted to emergency
personnel involved in the
cleanup.  All preparations
needed for a successful
Festival & Battle Reenact-
ment by necessity, have
been halted.

 “While the situation is
improving, we do not know
when conditions will allow
for the public to return to
this hallowed ground,” said
Larry Spasic, San Jacinto

San Jacinto Day Festival &
Battle Reenactment cancelled
due to ITC facility fire

Museum President. “Our
overriding concern is, of
course, the safety of our
guests and the partici-
pants involved as well as
the animals used in the re-
enactment and our educa-
tional venues. Because of
the ongoing efforts of the
cleanup and remediation
of the pollution in the wa-
terways and grasslands in
and around the San Jacin-
to Site and continuing un-
certainties, we feel it is
better to act proactively
than reactively to these cir-
cumstances.”

With an abundance of
caution, the difficult deci-
sion has been made to can-
cel the 2019 San Jacinto
Festival and Battle Reen-
actment scheduled for
April 13th. All involved are
deeply saddened that this

important tradition will
not occur for only the sec-
ond time in nearly 35
years.

 “Thank you to everyone
for their continued support
during this tough time.
The staff of the San Jacin-
to Battleground, San Ja-
cinto Monument and
Battleship Texas look for-
ward to the recovery phase
of this emergency so we
can again serve the people
of Texas,” said William Ir-
win, Superintendent of the
San Jacinto State Historic
Site.  We all look forward
to the reopening of the
park and the museum
when conditions permit.

For updates on the Mu-
seum & Park reopening,
please visit
w w w . s a n j a c i n t o -
museum.org/Visit_Us/.

Therapy helps
relieve pelvic pain

Dr. Paul Redman

methods to help relax and
strengthen pelvic floor
muscles.

Michelle Jernsletten, a
pelvic physical therapist at
Houston Methodist Bay-
town, says therapists use
a variety of techniques, in-
cluding posture and body
alignment adjustments,
behavior retraining, man-
ual therapy, and bowel and
bladder retraining.

“Pelvic physical thera-
pists are uniquely skilled,
trained and certified to ad-
dress the specific symp-
toms of each patient and
create an individualized
regimen of exercises and
therapeutic techniques to
address the underlying
problems of the condition.
We also give patients the
tools to help them manage
their symptoms,” Jerns-
letten said.  “Patients
should know that pelvic
muscles can be strength-
ened so they don’t have to
put up with leakage when
they cough or sneeze and
the muscles can be trained
to relax to relieve pain.”

Dr. Olubayo Tojuola,
urologist at Houston Meth-
odist Baytown Hospital,
says he also prescribes
PFMT for men suffering
with pelvic pain or urinary
incontinence.

“The training may be
especially beneficial for
men before a prostatecto-
my—surgery to remove all
or part of the prostate
gland—because it relieves
the severity of symptoms
in the three months after
surgery , ”  Tojuola  ex-
plained.

With April designated
as National Occupational
T h e r a p y  A w a r e n e s s
Month, Houston Methodist

Baytown hosts a free pel-
vic health seminar on
Tuesday, April 30 from 6
to 7 p.m. in the conference
center classroom. For more
information and to regis-
ter, visit
houstonmethodist.org/
events, or call 281-428-
2273.

For more information on
the range of therapies of-
fered at Houston Method-
ist Baytown’s Outpatient
Physical Therapy Clinic,
call 281-420-6840. If you
are experiencing pelvic
pain, leakage or other uri-
n a t i o n  i s s u e s ,  v i s i t
houstonmethodist.org/bay-
town, or call 281.428.2273
to schedule an appoint-
ment with a urology or OB/
Gyn specialist at Houston
Methodist Baytown Hospi-
tal.

About Houston Methodist
Baytown Hospital

Houston Methodist Bay-
town Hospital has provid-
ed Baytown and East
Houston with quality med-
ical care since opening its
doors in 1948. The hospi-
tal has grown throughout
the years with the commu-
nity, providing comprehen-
sive care at all stages of
life. As a health care lead-
er, the hospital is proud to
have a fully integrated res-
idency program focused on
educating and inspiring
future practitioners. To-
day, Houston Methodist
Baytown provides some of
the most advanced and in-
novative procedures while
never losing focus on com-
passionate and patient-
c e n t e r e d  c a r e .
Houstonmethodist.org/
baytown.

Hello, Neighbors!
Comcast Project is BACK
ON!

After some diligent
efforts from Alderman
Ryan Dagley, we have
been informed that the
project to bring Comcast
cable to the rest of Beach
City is back on. Mobiliza-
tion by the contractor will
be starting within two
weeks. They plan to have
all cables installed by
June of this year. I know
that we have been let
down in the past but I
feel this is the real deal
this time. I will keep you
up to date as I learn
more.
Beach City to Show Ap-
preciation

The City Council plans
to adopt and present
Resolutions of Apprecia-
tion to Jackie Young and
Gregg Moss at the April
23rd Council Meeting for
the critical rolls they
played in stopping the
placement of toxic dredge
material in Beach City.
Ms. Young is the lady
with THEA that notified
Commissioner Rusty
Senec of the permit
request posting. Mr. Moss
is the Channelview
resident that informed
Jackie Young of the notice
he received from USACE
regarding the Dredging
permit request. I invite
everyone to attend and
thank them personally. I
plan to recess our
meeting after the presen-
tation to allow you an
opportunity to meet and
thank them. My wife has
suggested that the
citizens donate to a gift
basket for each of them. I
think this would be a
great gesture. We can
collect/store items at the
city office. I would like
this to be organized and
presented by private
citizens. Would someone
like to step up and take

Dr. Olubayo Tojoula

Beach City’s
Mayor updates
community

charge? We need a cut off
date of April 18 to collect
items for the baskets.
City Office will close
early

The City office will
close at 1:00pm on
Thursday, April 4th due
to maintenance work
being done on the floors
of the Community
Building. The office will
reopen on Monday, April
8th at the normally
scheduled time.
Fisher Road Construction

There have been
numerous questions
regarding the construc-
tion work being done at
the west end of Fisher
Road. I requested a
meeting with TGS last
month and was able to
meet with them along
with Commissioner
Combs on March 20th.
The TGS reps shared
with us their plans for
the upgrade and entrance
into TGS. They have
expressed that they want
to be good neighbors and
expect their design will
keep traffic flowing as
efficiently as possible.
The plans show there to
be a 4 lane boulevard
between Hwy 99 and
fisher with a turning lane
onto Fisher. There will be
stop signs on Fisher.
After expressing our
concern about traffic from
Beach City having to stop
and then wait for an
opening to turn right,
they agreed to put an
acceleration/merging lane
that we would turn right
onto. I know that we all
would prefer to keep
things the way they are
but we have no control
over the inevitable
growth in this area. I am
thankful that TGS will
listen and consider our
concerns as we may have
other issues in the future.

Jackey Lasater,
Mayor, Beach City

Contract let for
I-10 Bridge repair

TxDOT uses a special crane extension to examine the
repairs required to the damaged column under the I-
10 bridge at the San Jacinto River. TxDOT reported
that they had let a $810,000 contract for the repair work,
which is expected to take at least two months after
work starts.

Two TxDOT engineers, in the bucket at the end of the
special crane, inspect the column that was struck by
a tug boat, and severed the column into two pieces.
Only two of the four lanes above are in use until the
repairs are complete. Westbound traffic is severely
impeded. (photos courtesy KTRK)
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Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

✯
SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

YOUR LOCAL
NEWSPAPERS ARE ON
YOUR SMART PHONE!

Follow local news on the
Internet, on your browser:

www.starcouriernews.com

Garage Doors &
Electric Openers
Repair or Replace. We also repair

broken springs. Call Ricardo

832-647-6378

38-12

13400 FM 2354 Rd.
Baytown, Texas 77523

Office: 281-383-3386
Cell: 713-898-7413

MARY DUNN REAL ESTATE

Mary Dunn

Fax 281-573-1030
www.marydunn.com
E-mail: mary@marydunn.com

✯    A S K    T H E    E X P E R T S     ✯

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

= Major credit cards accepted =

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

• Mobile Home Skirting

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTOR

ALVI

832-351-2222
281-561-7777
Fax: 832-328-3700
www.xmcomputers.com

11701 Willcrest Dr.
Houston, TX 77099

info@xmcumputers.com

Please join us in welcoming new member Platinum Copier Solutions.
They are located at 3930 FM 1960 East, Humble, Tx 77338.  Please
give them a warm welcome to our ever growing community as they
would love to hear from everyone.

Bart Cobb (second from
left), principal of George
Washington Carver
Elementary and
Elementary Principal of the
Year for Goose Creek CISD,
receives an iPad from
Macie Schubert (second
from right), business
development manager for
Community Resource
Credit Union, at a recent
meeting of the GCCISD
board of trustees.
Congratulating Cobb are
Dr. Randal O’Brien (left),
GCCISD superintendent,
and Pete Pape (right),
president of the GCCISD
board of trustees.

GCCISD Elementary and
Secondary Principals of the Year

Michael Curl (second from
left), principal of Cedar
Bayou Junior School and
Secondary Principal of the
Year for Goose Creek CISD,
accepts an iPad from Macie
Schubert (second from
right), business
development manager for
Community Resource Credit
Union, at a recent meeting
of the GCCISD board of
trustees. Dr. Randal O’Brien
(left), GCCISD
superintendent, and Pete
Pape (right), president of
the GCCISD board of
trustees, congratulate Curl.

Photos by Carrie Pryor-Newman

Please join the Crosby Huffman Chamber of Commerce in welcoming
New Member Camp Gladiator.  Give Diane a call at 832-597-2119
for Newport Elementary workouts or Scott Holder at 281-733-7144
for Crosby Middle School workouts.  Congratulations to both of
them.

Please join us in welcoming Energistics Inc. to our Chamber
community.  Contact Wendy Rivas at 713-253-6650 or
wendy.rivas.energy@outlook.com for all your energy needs.  She is
very knowledgeable in her field and would love to help you save
MONEY!

Crosby-Huffman Chamber
of Commerce welcomes
new members
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS Your AD will reach up to 120,000
readers in our FOUR newspapers, with a
combined circulation of 40,000 copies.
Get ACTION on your AD. Rates start at
only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Part Time Position available for

Newspaper ad sales person for the
Aldine and North Channel areas.
Set your own hours. Commission
basis means you can earn more.
Bilingual helpful. Car required.

Send resume to
nenewsroom@aol.com.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

INTERN AT A NEWSPAPER
Part Time Position available for
person interested in learning all

phases of the news business. Will
experience writing, interviewing,

sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Send

letter of interest to
nenewsroom@aol.com.

GARAGE SALE

HUGH
RUMMAGE
SALE
APRIL 5TH & 6TH
9:00 A.M. -3:00 P.M.
First Assembly of
God, 330 Sheldon Rd
Channelview, Texas
77530. Hamburger
Plates  $7.50
(includes chips, des-
sert, drink)
Housewares, office
furniture, clothes,
miscellaneous items

HELP WANTED

Secretary
Experience
with Windows, Mi-
crosoft Office, Excel
spreadsheets, inven-
tories, letters, emails,
contracts, telephone
and faxing, check
writing, payables,
payroll, and general
filing. Full Time, in-
dustrial equipment
knowledge, good
benefits.
Send resume to
hr@mayfieldsurplus.com

            14-2

www.starcouriernews.com
www.northchannelstar.com

Classified Ads,
Call

713-266-3444

HIGHLANDS:
Library
Food Town
Community
Center
Backdraft Rest.
Woodforest Bank
Conoco Station
Post Office
(outside)
CROSBY:
Library
Community
Center
Race Track
Arlan’s Market
Kroger’s
Community Bank
(2)
HUFFMAN
Exxon Station
Community Bank

Where can I pick
up a Star-
Courier?

LEGAL NOTICES
APPEAR IN THE

HIGHLANDS STAR
CROSBY COURIER,
AND THE NORTH
CHANNEL STAR.

CALL
713-266-3444
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All New 2019 Equinox

0% for 72 Months
0% APR for 72 Months for qualified buyers. In Lieu of other offers. Monthly payment is
$13.89 for every $1000 you finance. With Approved Credit. Take Delivery by April 1/ 2019.
All offers plus T.T.&L.All vehicles displayed are for repersentational purposes only, not ac-
tual vehicle.

Call (281) 328-4377
 Visit 21001 Crosby Freeway, Crosby, TX 77532,

Corner of US 90 at FM 2100 between Barrett Station & Crosby

EXTENDED

We apologize for any in-
convenience to residents in
the vicinity. The well-being
of our people, neighbors
and the environment re-
main our top priorities.”

Later company officials
reported that a fire was
touched off by isobutylene
then accelerated by etha-
nol and ethyl acrylate, a
transfer line blazed, it
caught a tank afire and the
tank started a nearby
building blazing that was
packed with dry chemicals.

Early on, someone told
reporters that the plant
was under evacuation due
to a leak before an explo-
sion. It was likewise re-
ported that employees
were leaving under a
locked gate before an ex-
plosion.

KMCO L.L.C. had their
problems before. Certainly
this reporter will ever re-
member the events of
Christmas Eve 2010 when
three were killed in one of
the least reported fatality
accidents in history. Thir-
ty nine violations were
found resulting in fines of
$132,680.

Corporate agents plead-
ed guilty to  criminal
charge of violating the fed-
eral Clean Air Act in 2016.
A plea agreement docu-
ment stated that a plant
employee made false en-
tries in logs of air testing
of tanks that were known

to be leaking chemicals.
Another employee then
used those falsified logs to
submit reports to the fed-
eral and state environmen-
tal authorities. The
document says the viola-
tion went on between 2008
and 2012. Before, U.S. En-
vironmental Protection
Agency cited KMCO for
failing to comply with reg-
ulations on its risk-man-
agement plan, fining the
company $2,700.

But Foley was dedicat-
ed to usher in a new safety
priority, many of the safe-
ty precautions were evi-
dent when KMCO avoided
many problems associated
with Hurricane Harvey
due to preparation.

It had started improvis-
ing safety but since last
August, three notices of vi-
olation of a federal clean-
air act were filed by the
EPA.

Residents who live with-
in 1 mile of the plant had
reports issued to stay in-
doors with their windows
closed and heating and
cooling systems turned off.
Many in those neighbor-
hoods indicated they had
not heard the reports.

 Crosby ISD, Channel-
view ISD and Sheldon ISD
students and staff shel-
tered in place at all their
campuses. That would lat-
er be lifted and parents
were allowed to pickup

KMCO Explodes, burns,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

their children.
Commissioner Adrian

Garcia sends his heartfelt
condolences to the family
of the employee who
passed away during the
KMCO plant fire in Cros-
by.  He is praying for a
speedy recovery of the two
employees who sustained
injuries and are currently
in area hospitals. The inci-
dent prompted a shelter-
in-place order for residents
within a 1-mile radius,
which was lifted at about
3:15pm.

As precaution, Commis-
sioner Adrian Garcia will
keep the following parks/
facilities closed through
the night: Crosby Park,
Crosby Sports Complex,
Crosby Community Cen-
ter.

The EPA indicates that
no toxic levels of gas have
been detected, yet.

KMCO CEO John Foley
at Press Conference on
Tuesday.

Flames and black smoke rise from the KMCO plant about noon on Tuesday.
(Photo courtesy KPRC).

Barrett development plans,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Grants that were the
foundation of Crosby, Bar-
rett Station, and the High-
l a n d s / L y n c h b u r g
communities. Barrett Sta-
tion was formed from the
land grant of Reuben
White, which extended as
far as the Sterling-White
Cemetery.

Bluitt says there are
four organizations commit-
ted to “giving back” to their
community. They are the
Civic League, the Manage-
ment District, the Ministe-
rial Association, and the
MUD 50 District.The Civ-

ic League was formed in
1954, the Management
District in 2015 with the
help of legislators Harold
Dutton and John Whhit-
mire. Now Bluitt is peti-
tioning the Legislature to
form a TIRZ, or Tax Incre-
ment Redevelopment Zone,
to raise money from in-
creasing property values to
be used for community im-
provements.

Bluitt sees the Manage-
ment District improving
the Quality of Life for res-
idents in five “lanes.”

These are Street Lights,

Scholarships, Trash Pick-
up, Lee College affiliation,
and a plan to build new
housing in Barrett.

Bluitt is a dynamic per-
son, with broad experience
in Viet Nam, a graduate of
Prairie View University, a
long time employee of IBM
working on the NASA
Space Station.

He has spent 16 years
leading the civic league,
with skill training in tech-
nology for young persons,
and he reports a success
with 28 of 31 graduates
now holding jobs at NASA.


