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These stories
in the PRESS:
• 3 Children drown at
Sylvan Beach
• Elvis impersonator at
Liberty Opry
• Battleship closes
• Brighter Days
Assisted Living
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BIRTHDAYS
Aug 16-- William Don Car-

wile
B.L. Owens

Aug 17--Amanda Abbott
Rhonda Brewer
Amy Chase
Amy Murphy
Thomas Parrish
Katherine Young

Aug 19--Lisa Cutbirth
Sherwood Jett
Natalie Elizabeth King

Aug 20--Patti Farmer
Ruby King
Ronald Phillips
Gertrude Rutledge
Natasha Webb
Pastor Phillip Morris

Aug 21--Gary Jackson
Alice Seaburg
Jimmy Ray Slot
Patrick Williams
Rick Ross
Sheri Ross
Jessica Cain

Aug 22--Lacie Paige Burton
G.A. Kearney
James R. Townsend
Tonia Watkins

ANNIVERSARIES
Aug 18--Bruce & Debbie

Mercer
Aug 19--Tony & Margaret

Boyd
Aug 20--Carl & Myrtis

Richard
DEATHS
Non reported.

Additions or Corrections
are welcome,
713-266-3444

AUTO & HOME INSURANCE
Jeremy Rosenkranz, State Farm Agent

440 S. Main Street, Highlands, TX 77562
281-426-3512

www.jeremyrosenkranz.com

SAT.,AUG. 17
Go Big or Go
Home Gala
Cody Stephens
Foundation annual
fundraiser and Gala, at
Southern Lakes Estates
in Crosby. Tickets are
$100 and are available
by calling Scott
Stephens Associates,
713-451-3600. Hurry,
its a sell-out every year.
Donations and
Spnsorships are also
welcome.

Northside Baptist Church, p6 Turner Chevrolet, p8Omnix Home Health, p2

EPA sets community meeting Sept. 24
SAT., SEPT. 14
Rotary Washer
Tournament
Saturday, September
14 from 2pm - 6pm
the Highlands Rotary
Club will hold their
13th Annual 3-Hole
Washer Board Charity
Tournament. At
Charlie’s Ice House,
906 N. Main Street,
Highlands 77562.
Awards and Prize
Money for the first 3
places. $50 entry fee.
832-465-8620

HIGHLANDS – The
U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA), in
cooperation with the Tex-
as Commission on Envi-
ronmental Quality
(TCEQ), Federal, State and
Harris County agencies,
local officials and industry,
plan to hold a Community
Meeting for the San Jacin-
to River Waste Pits Super-
fund site.

During the meeting an
update will be provided on
current site activities and
the cap inspection
data.The meeting will be
held on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 24, 2019 from 6:30 p.m.
to 8:00 p.m. at the High-
lands Community Center,
604 Highland Woods Drive,
Highlands, Texas 77562.

Near capacity parking lots were visible all weekend.

School sales tax holiday
doesn’t make the grade

TxDOT changes
US 90 / FM 2100
signal timing

Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) personnel work on
the signals at Beaumont Highway and FM 2100 that had traffic
southbound backed up for miles before Tuesday afternoon. The
signals were changed after numerous complaints from drivers
headed Northstarting when the IH-10 bride was stopped and
later slowed. Complainant were that few could turn left onto US
90 from FM 2100. Later, complaints from Crosby residents trying
to go anywhere that the change had backed up traffic. SEE
STORY ON PAGE 8

Crosby hero sets sights on raising
$270,000 to save more young lives

NORTHEAST HARRIS
COUNTY– Last weekend’s
sales tax holiday found
concurrence in nine out of
ten respondents that it
isn’t measuring up, with
the other 10% either very
much in favor of the tax
break or didn’t know or
care about it.

However, stores in Cros-
by were packed as parents
endeavored to get ready for
school to start today.

Shoppers and store
workers in Crosby and
Baytown were asked about
what their reaction to the
Back to School Sales Tax
Holiday was and their re-
sponse was educational.
Few wanted to be respon-
sible for their opinions or
photographed.

See TAX HOLIDAY, p8

Map from EPA shows a green dot where the semi truck
landed off the I-10 bridge, and the blue area is where
the agency took readings to determine if the accident
damaged the cap. I-10 railing is the line at bottom.

WASTE PITS

Did Semi crash
damage cap?

HIGHLANDS – This
month’s meeting of the
THEA/San Jacinto River
Coallition dealt with po-
tential threats to the integ-
rity of the cap over the
waste pits, as the commu-
nity waited for the slow
process of removing the
toxic waste to go forward.

Jackie Young an-
nounced that she had
learned that the Pelican
Asphalt Permit, wanting to
dredge areas near the

Waste Pits, had been ap-
proved on July 3 without
any further public notice.

She also reported on a
discussion with the EPA
about the position of the
marker buoys in the river,
which are to protect the
cap from marine vessels.
She said they determined
they were not in the prop-
er location, and the EPA
had them moved.

Scott Stephens backs his volunteers at C.E. King High School where his charity
organizatio, the Cody Stephens Foundation, scanned the hearts of 250 students
with EKGs from throuhout Northeast Harris County last Saturday, in concert with
an organizatio dedicated to teaching C.P.R. Seated are U. Fonsera , a Precinct 3
Deputy, Elizabeth Bucio, Cynthia Galeano, Yanira Ramirez and Drake Hernandez
all of C.E. King High School staff. Guarding the crowd was Precinct 3 Deputy
Howard. Stephens is hosting the GBOGH Cody Stephens Memorial Fundraiser at
Southern Lace Estates this Saturday, Aug. 17.

C.E. KING – Last Sat-
urday, the GoBigOrGo-
Home Cody Stephens
Foundation scanned the
hearts of over 250 kids
with the help of C.E. King
staff and faculty, North
Shore Rotary, San Jacinto
Pilot Club, and the North
Shore Anchor Club volun-
teers.

ReACT in a Heartbeat,
a Baytown Non-Profit that
teaches life saving C.P.R.
instructed some 200 stu-
dents how to perform Car-
d i o - P u l m o n a r y
Resuscitation at the same
venue. These were not cer-
tification classes but expo-
sure classes and man of the
students went from having
their hearts tested to
learning to save someone
else’s life. “We always try
to teach C.P.R. training at
our screenings we don’t
usually do it at school
screenings because kids

are supposed to get C.P.R.
certification from their
school but anytime we
have a community screen-
ing we try to team up with
someone group and teach
the basics.

Now Stephens says, “We
are going to try to help put
EKG machines in schools
so that athletic teams can
check out their own mem-
bers.”

The Stephens fight to
save young lives for the
last seven years as Scott’s
family has attempted to
impress upon the Texas
Legislature that young
athletes dying of sudden
death can hopefully be
avoided with early detec-
tion by the new E.K.G ma-
chines that have not only
gone from being the size of
an ambulance to the size of
a paperback book and

See CROSBY HERO, p8

See WASTE PITS, p8
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281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide,

Hospice Services
*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

✯    C O M M U N I T Y     N E W S   ✯

COMMUNITY WATCH
✯

Eagle Scout projects
planned in Highlands

Two Eagle scout candidates, John McGregor at left, and Logan
Lopez at right, spoke to the Highlands-Lynchburg Chamber of
Commerce last Thursday at their monthly luncheon.

The scouts explained their ideas about projects that are required
to achieve their Eagle scout status. McGregor said that he plans on
renovating the “fire pit” in the Park along San Jacinto Street and
the railroad tracks, which is used by the scouts for flag burning
ceremonies and other types of events. McGregor plans to rebuild
the stone perimeter and clean the pit.

Lopez said that his project would be the construction of a wooden
fence along the line between the park and the railroad, thus
enhancing the park and providing safety for children and others
that use the park. He described his fence as about 6 feet tall, and
learning how to procure the materials and engineer the construction
of it would be part of the learning experience.

The attendees at the luncheon listened to the proposals with
enthusiasm, and after the talk a collection was taken to help the
boys pay for the projects, and about $1000 dollars was donated in
just the short time of the luncheon.

CROSBY – The Harris
County Sheriff’s Office,
and Crime Stoppers are
seaching for an adult male
that has been missing from
his home in Crosby for over
two weeks.

Please Help Us Locate
Missing East Harris Coun-
ty Man.

Please help the HCSO
Missing Person unit locate
37-year-old Juventino “Ti-
gre” Sanchez.

Mr. Sanchez was last
seen in the 600 block of
East Melville in the St.
Charles Place subdivision
Crosby, TX.

Authorities search for
missing Crosby man

On Saturday July 27,
2019, he left his residence
on foot around 7:00 p.m.

A clothing description
was not available.

M r .  S a n c h e z  u s e s
crutches to walk, after suf-
fering injuries in a previ-
ous accident.

Anyone with informa-
tion concerning the where-
abouts of this Missing
Person is asked to contact
the Harris County Sheriff’s
Office Missing Persons
Unit at 713-755-7427.

Or you may call Crime
Stoppers  at  713-222-
TIPS(8477)

JUVENTINO “TIGRE”
SANCHEZ

Houston Firefighters were called
to battle a House Fire on August 8,
2019 at about 9:00p.m. The fire was
contained in a storage area of the
house at the 300 block of Corydon
77336, where fireworks were explod-
ing.

No injuries were reported to fire-
fighters or the home’s occupants.

$80 thousand in estimated prop-
erty was saved, but $70 thousand in
damage was sustained by the house.

The cause for the fire is being
listed as unintentional.

Firefighters arrived on scene to
fire from a storage area of a house
with fireworks going off. They began
an attack on the fire and conducted
a primary search. Fire was also
found in the attic and once the fire
was extinguished crews conducted
salvage and overhaul. The resident
stated they had a generator running
for electricity. Firefighters from Sta-
tions 64, 65, 101, 102, 103, 105 and
30 responded to this incident.

Fireworks cause
$70,000 damage
to house in Lake
Houston area
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Free CERT
Training

Free Community
Emergency Response
Team (CERT)
Training. Thursdays
evenings, September 5
- October 24, 2019, 6:30
pm - 9:30 pm at
Baytown Emergency
Operations Center, 205
E. Wye Drive, Baytown,
TX 77521.

8 week CERT
Training includes:
disaster preparedness,
medical triage/
treatment, disaster
psychology, terrosism
awareness, fire
suppression, light
search & rescue,
CERT organization,
Course Review/
Disaster simulation. To
register, please
contact Earl Smith 713-
274-1748 or
earl.smith@oem.hctx.net

Happening
in Dayton

On the calendar at
the City of Dayton

8/15 Open Mic
Night: All day, Jones
Public Library (Blue
Wall Cafe) 801 S.
Cleveland St.,

Perform music,
read poetry, sing, or try
out your stand-up
routine.

8/16 Food Truck
Friday: 11 am - 2 pm, at
the CrossRoads, 111 N.
Church St., Downtown

Dayton comes alive
for lunchtime with a
variety of food trucks
just waiting for you.

Three children drown at Sylvan Beach

Elvis performer at Liberty Opry Aug. 25

Battleship to Close Arrests made in
Dayton Stripes
Robbery

Although numerous
performers call themselves
Elvis Presley imperson-
ators, or the more recent
term “tribute artists,”
Sting Ray Anthony thinks
the legendary entertainer
would have frowned.

Anthony will be sing-
ing Presley’s tunes and a
myriad of others in Liber-
ty Texas Liberty Opry on
August 25th 4:00. The
show is “Juke Box Rock
and Roll Extravaganza.” It
includes the Liberty Opry
band.

The first question out
of my mouth during a tele-
phone interview with An-
thony was, “Is Sting Ray
really your name?”

“We had been hired to
sing at Dick Clark’s Amer-

ican Bandstand Theatre in
Branson, Missouri,” he
said. “Some of the other
original cast members
were Bobby Vee, Fabian,
and the Shirelles. We all
were trying to think of a
name to put on the bill-
board for me: not ‘Rockin’
Ray,’ or ‘Reckless Ray.’ Fi-
nally we hit on ‘Sting Ray,’
and it stuck.”

Anthony, a native of
Toronto Canada, became
preoccupied with Presley
at an early age when his
mother, in desperation,
gave him a Presley album
because she was tired of
listening to Englebert
Humperdinck, another
singer he liked.

With a new-born pas-
sion for Elvis, Anthony
taught himself drum, gui-

tar, and piano; sometimes
over the years scrounging
instruction and experience
from other musicians.

Over time Sting Ray
and his accompanying mu-
sicians gained a widening
ripple of fans. Gigs became
more frequent and wide-
spread, leading even to
shows in Canada’s Sky
Dome that seats 50,000
people.

He paid his dues while
making a living in Cana-
da, and the big break came
with his invitation to per-
form in a Las Vegas live
tribute show John Stew-
art’s Legends in Concert.
That led to Branson and
subsequent opportunities.

STING RAY ANTHONY PERFORMS AS ELVIS.
See ELVIS, page 6

Battleship Texas
Closes to the
Public Aug. 26

LA PORTE— The Bat-
tleship Texas State Histor-
ic Site will close to the
public Aug. 26, allowing
staff and contractors full
accessibility to the ship
ensuring they can safely
perform the necessary
preparation work ahead of
a repair project. The last
day the public will be able
to explore the Battleship

Texas will be Sunday, Aug.
25.

“It is important that we
take the necessary steps to
preserve the profound leg-
acy of the Battleship Tex-
as,” said Rodney Franklin,
Director of Texas State
Parks. “I look forward to
the next chapter that the
Battleship will experience
after these much-needed
repairs are completed. The
ship has taken part in
some of the most signifi-
cant naval battles of the
20th century and we hope

it  wil l  continue to be
around for future genera-
tions of Texans to enjoy.”

During the closure,
staff will be cataloging and
securing thousands of ar-
tifacts on board the ship,
as well as removing large
exhibit collections before it
is transported for repair.

Visitors will continue
to have access to the San
Jacinto Monument, the
San Jacinto Battleground
and the park’s nature
trails during the closure.

Sheriff Hawthorne re-
ports that on Thursday,
August 8, at approximate-
ly7:28 p.m., the Chambers
County Sheriff’s Office was
notified by the LaPorte Po-
lice Department of a pos-
s i b l e  m u l t i - f a t a l i t y
drowning at Sylvan Beach
Park.

Sylvan Beach Park is a
county park within the city
of LaPorte, Texas, and
Harris County, however,
the bay waters that border
the park are wholly with-
in Chambers County.

Upon arrival of the
Chambers County depu-
ties it was learned that a
family from the Houston
area were swimming in the
park when an otherwise
beautiful afternoon took a
tragic turn.

Six members of the
family ,  inc luding the
Mother, Father and four
children ranging in age
from 7 to 13, began having
trouble in the water.  The
Mother and Father, along

See THREE DROWN, p6
CHAMBERS COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPUTIES, AND MARINE PATROL, SEARCH
FOR THE THREE MISSING CHILDREN AT SYLVAN BEACH

Second Arrest in
Aggravated
Robbery Case

On Wednesday, August
7, detectives with the Day-
ton Police Department’s
Criminal Investigations
Division along with mem-
bers of the Harris County
Pct.3 Criminal Investiga-
tion Unit conducted a
search warrant and felony
arrest warrant at 16119
Palm St. in Channelview.

The warrants were
part of the ongoing inves-
tigation of an Aggravated
Robbery of the Stripes
Convenience Store in Day-
ton. The robbery took place
at the Stripes store on
Thursday, May 30, 2019 at
approximately 2:20am.

The execution of the
warrants resulted in the
arrest of Daniel Gallegos
18 of Channelview for Ag-
gravated Robbery and the
recovery of an AR-15 style
rifle believed to have been
used in the robbery. Gal-
legos is a former Channel-
view High School student,
according to authorities.

Gallegos was trans-
ported to the Harris Coun-
t y  J a i l  a n d  w i l l  b e
extradited back to Liberty
county.

“We would like to ex-
tend a special thank you to
Harris County Pct.3 Assis-
tant Chief Rick Larkin,
Corporal Steven Dugat
and the members of their

DANIEL GALLEGOS

Criminal Investigation
Unit,” said Dayton Police
Chief Robert Vine.  “Work-
ing together makes all of
our communities safer.”

Authorities said that
three persons were in-
volved in perpetrating the
robbery. They entered the
store at the rear, carrying

weapons, and threatened
the clerk on duty. The or-
dered him to open the reg-
ister, where they took
cash, and tobacco products.

They left through the
rear, and escaped in a grey
or white Ford SUV with a
spare tire on the right rear.

Police were able to
identify and arrest a sec-
ond suspect, Gregorio Tap-
i o ,  1 8 ,  o f  D a y t o n  o n
Monday, July 29, and are
still looking for the third
person involved.

If convicted the sus-
pects fact five to 99 years
in jail, and a fine up to
$10,000.

Back to
School
Barbers Hill
Tuesday, August 13 -
Staff Development
Wednesday, August
14 - Teacher Workday
Thursday, August 15 -
First Day of School
Monday, Sept. 2
Labor Day
Staff/Student Holiday
Monday, Sept. 16
Open House
6:30pm - 8:00pm
BH High School
Thursday, Sept. 19
Senior Portraits
All Day

Goss Library
events

This is what is
going on at the Sam
and Carmena Goss
Memorial Branch
Library the week of
Monday, August 19,
2019.

Thursday, August
22 - 5:00, Adult Book
Club discussing
“Where the Crawdads
Sing” by Delia Owens.

All month long -
Come cast your vote
for your favorite dog in
our “Dog Days of
Summer” contest.  All
money collected will
be donated to The City
of Mont Belvieu Animal
Shelter.

Thank you,
Yolie Belt
Branch Librarian
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By Ed Sterling

Officials meet to discuss
public safety following
deadly shooting in El Paso

Ask Rusty –
About Survivor
Benefits

Social
Security
Matters

by AMAC Certified Social Security Advisor Russell Gloor
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AUSTIN — Following
the Aug. 3 shooting that
claimed the lives of 22
people and injured 24
others at a popular El
Paso shopping venue,
Gov. Greg Abbott and a
group of officials met in
the border city to discuss
ways to address vio-
lence.

Joined by Lt. Gov.
Dan Patrick, House
Speaker Dennis Bonnen,
state Sen. Jose Rodrigu-
ez, and area state Reps.
Cesar Blanco, Art
Fierro, Mary Gonzales,
Joe Moody and Lina
Ortega, Abbott and the
group talked about how
to improve public safety.

“The entire state of
Texas continues to
grieve the tragedy in El
Paso,” Abbott said.
“While our hearts
remain broken, it is our
responsibility to show
the resolve that is
needed to address this
shooting and begin the
process of working
together to lay a ground-
work of how we are
going to respond. The
people of Texas —
including the people of
El Paso — deserve to be
safe and it is our respon-
sibility to ensure that
safety,” he added.

Sen. Rodríguez, in a
statement on behalf of
the El Paso legislative
delegation, said: “State
leaders pledged to work
with the El Paso delega-
tion to address gun
violence driven by white
nationalism. We all
agreed that gun violence
and white nationalism
are pressing issues. Gov.
Abbott, in his remarks,
was frank about calling
the shooter a white
supremacist and his
actions domestic terror-
ism. All leaders, from
local to state to federal,
must reject the ideology
of white supremacy.”

Abbott announced the
state would provide
more than $5 million in
immediate financial
assistance through the
Criminal Justice Divi-
sion of the Governor’s
Public Safety Office for
law enforcement agen-
cies and the community
of El Paso.

According to a gover-
nor’s office news release,
the financial assistance
will take these forms:

— Psychological first
aid and crisis counsel-
ing;

— Behavioral health
services, including needs
assessments, strategic
planning and care
coordination with local
service providers;

— County reimburse-
ments for expert witness
and juror fees, investiga-
tion, increased security
and more;

— School-based
mental health services
to support students
affected directly or
indirectly and referrals
for youths with certain
behavioral health and
psychological needs;

— Post-critical
incident seminars,
emphasizing peer
support to assist first
responders suffering
from traumatic stress;
and

— The establishment
of a “family resiliency
center” to be a focal
point for community
services including
mental health needs,
legal services, faith-
based assistance and
public information.

NEW ACCESSIBILI-
TY RULES SET

House Bill 3163,
establishing new rules
for accessible parking
spaces in Texas, will
become law Sept. 1.

According to a gover-
nor’s office news release,
the Texas Department of
Licensing and Regula-
tion will draft rules that
implement the legisla-
tion to amend Govern-
ment Code Sec. 469.052,
as follows:

— The international
access symbol must be
painted on the parking
space;

— The words “NO
PARKING” must be
painted on access aisles
next to accessible
parking spaces;

— The signs marking
accessible parking
spaces must include the
penalty for parking
illegally in the space.
Fines and towing are
examples of possible

penalties.

Notably, current signs
and parking spaces do
not need changes until
the new rules go into
effect. The new rules will
be open to receive
comment in the Texas
Register after drafting
and approval, and
importantly, the Texas
Department of Licensing
and Regulation antici-
pates the rules to take
effect near mid-2020.

TAX REVENUE IS
DISTRIBUTED

Texas Comptroller
Glenn Hegar on Aug. 7
announced he would
send cities, counties,
transit systems and
special purpose taxing
districts $876.8 million
in local sales tax alloca-
tions for the month of
August. That is 4
percent more than the
amount distributed in
August 2018.

Allocations are based
on sales made in June by
businesses that report
tax monthly and on sales
made in April, May and
June by quarterly filers.

Details on sales tax
allocations to individual
cities, counties, transit
systems and special
purpose districts can be
found online in the
comptroller’s monthly
sales tax allocation
comparison summary
reports at
comptroller.texas.gov.

BATTLESHIP
VISITS TO STOP

The Battleship Texas
State Historic Site in La
Porte will close to the
public Aug. 26, allowing
staff and contractors full
accessibility to the ship
to safely perform
necessary preparation
work ahead of a repair
project.

The last day the
public may explore the
573-foot dreadnought-
class vessel will be Aug.
25, the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department
announced Aug. 7.

During the closure,
thousands of artifacts on
board the Texas will be
catalogued and secured
and exhibit collections
removed before it is
towed to another site for
repair.

Visitors will continue
to have access to the
nearby San Jacinto
Monument, the San
Jacinto Battleground
and the park’s nature
trails during the closure.

Social Security Matters
by AMAC Certified Social
Security Advisor Russell
Gloor
Association of Mature
American Citizens

______________________________________________________

Ask Rusty – About
Survivor Benefits

Dear Rusty: I am looking
for information on my
benefits. I am 60 years
and 5 months old, and
still employed. My spouse
died in 2017 and would
have been 61 years and 9
months old on July 31,
2019. My husband was
the more highly
compensated employee
and was employed longer
than myself. Signed: A
Survivor

Dear Survivor: You are
eligible for a survivor
benefit from your
deceased husband
because you are now 60,
but that survivor benefit
will be considerably
reduced (by about 28.5%)
if you take it now. The
survivor benefit is
reduced if taken before
your widow’s full
retirement age (which is
66 ? for you). Taken at
your widow’s full
retirement age (FRA)
you’d be entitled to 100%
of the benefit your
deceased husband had
earned at his passing.
But if you take the
survivor benefit now -
before your normal full
retirement age (66 years
and 10 months) - and you
are working you’ll be
subject to Social
Security’s “earnings
limit.”  If you exceed the
limit, it will cause Social
Security to withhold
some of your survivor
benefits. The 2019
earnings limit is $17,640
and it will increase
slightly each year until
the year you reach your
normal FRA, when it will
increase by about 2 ?
times; then when you
reach your normal FRA
there is no earnings limit.
What all of that means is
that if you take the
survivor benefit now and
continue to work and
earn, your survivor
benefit will be reduced
from what it could be,
and Social Security will
take back some benefits if
you exceed the earnings
limit (they’ll take back $1
for every $2 you are over
the limit).

Assuming you have
earned the requisite 40
credits from your own
career, you will be
eligible for your own

Social Security
retirement benefit at age
62, though your own
benefit would also be
reduced if you take it
early (the reduction for
your own benefit at age
62 will be about 29.2%).
Since at 62 you will have
a choice to take either the
survivor benefit or your
own benefit, you may
want to set a goal of
getting the highest
possible benefit for the
rest of your life. To do
that I suggest you
determine whether the
maximum benefit you can
get on your own work
record (at age 70) is more
than the maximum
survivor benefit you can
get at your widow’s FRA,
and then follow a
strategy which yields the
highest benefit. You can
get those numbers by
contacting Social Security
directly and asking for
your own Statement of
Estimated Benefits, and
also asking for what your
maximum survivor
benefit will be. You can
get the statement for
your own estimated
benefits online by
creating a “My Social
Security” account, but
you will need to contact
Social Security directly to
get your maximum
survivor benefit amount.

Once you are 62, you will
have a choice of which
benefit to choose and
when to choose it. So, if
your own SS benefit on
your own work record
will be more at age 70
than your survivor
benefit will be at your
widow’s FRA, you should
consider taking the
survivor benefit first and
delaying your own benefit
until it reaches
maximum, at which point
you would switch to your
own benefit. However, If
your own maximum
benefit at age 70 will be
less than the maximum
survivor benefit you can
get at your widow’s full
retirement age, then you
may wish to wait until
you reach your widow’s
full retirement age (66 ?)
to claim the maximum
survivor benefit. If you
wait until your widow’s
FRA to claim the
maximum survivor
benefit, and you need
additional income while
you’re waiting, you can
claim only your own SS
benefit at age 62 but
remember that if you do
so the earnings limit will
still apply to your own SS
retirement benefit until
you reach your normal
full retirement age.

The surprises just kept
coming.

When I moved in with Pe-
ter a few years back, I brought
my clothes, a few books, and
some artwork. I rented out my
house, gave away my furni-
ture, and everything else was
consigned to “things I’ll deal
with later,” a pile which—
mysteriously—did not shrink
with time. These stacked plas-
tic boxes were still in my
barn, still waiting for me, long
after I’d forgotten what was
in them or cared.

But I am going to put the
property up for sale and it
was time for a reckoning with
the barn. It took two dump-
sters, four days, and two hard-
working guys from the
appropriately named, “Git-er-
Gone Junk & Clutter Remov-
al,” to see it to the end.

And, yes, I did think, “Why
not just dump it all, sight un-
seen?”

But then, what to do with
all the surprises found in the
boxes of photos and letters
and trinkets? Obviously, most
of them would be thrown
away, recycled, or given to the
thrift store. But what about
that piece of blown glass from
Norway, the postcard from
grandpa when he served over-
seas, the bright red wool jack-
et handsewn by my aunt that
was still stylish. Anyone
who’s done this knows—it’s
not that easy.

So, I piled a few boxes in
my car (“kicking the can down
the road” Peter called it, “sav-
ing my sanity,” is how I de-
scribed it) to sort through
after everything else was out
of the barn.

Yesterday I sorted through
a box entirely filled with let-
ters. I discovered that I had
saved every postcard and let-
ter I had received since child-
hood. No, I did not read every
one. It turns out that descrip-
tions of what happened in
school or how someone spent
their vacation makes for ex-
traordinarily dull reading for-
ty years later. But I sampled
a few letters in each of the
neatly stacked piles that filled
the huge storage box before I
put them in recycling.

“Oh my gosh,” I kept say-
ing, “I had forgotten about
that entirely.”

I forgot my younger sister
wrote to me with such regu-
larity when I went away to
college. I forgot friends I’d
spent a summer with and
never saw again. I forgot the
letters sent by a friend after
our little high school group
went off to college and he was
left alone, still living at home.

I’m living in the Twilight
Zone, he wrote, and don’t even
have Rod Serling to comfort
me. To the obvious response,
“Meet new people,” I can only
remind you of the great diffi-
culty I have in doing just
that.”

But, I have a solution, the
letter went on, I’m going to
marry a princess of some Eu-
ropean country that they for-
got to tell us about in 11th
grade. Maybe it didn’t fight in
either of the world wars, or is
really small. Anyway, I going
to find this country, marry
this princess and show all you
women a thing or two. So
there!

My heart hurt, reading
this forty-year-old letter. I
wondered if I wrote back. I
hoped he was doing well.
Then I realized, (unlike forty
years ago) this was relatively
easy to determine. I logged
onto Facebook.

And there he was, looking
remarkably the same—but
with a smiling dark-haired
wife and two grown daugh-
ters and what appeared to be
a very happy life.

As the last pile of letters
went into the bin, I stood still
for a moment and smiled—
with dusty hands and a full
heart. “You didn’t need Rod
Serling after all,” I thought.

Till next time,
Carrie
Carrie Classon’s memoir,

“Blue Yarn,” was released ear-
lier this year. Learn more at
CarrieClasson.com or
www.Facebook.com/Car-
rieClassonauthor.

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

Dusty
Surprises
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Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

What we suffer now
is nothing compared

to the glory He will
reveal to us later

ROMANS 8:18

Siding &
Roof Repairs

Mobile Home Skirting
Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Pride only breeds quarrels,
but wisdom is found in

those who take advice.

Call
GRAFIKSHOP

for printing jobs

713-977-2555

I can do all things
through Christ who

strengthens me.

PHILIPPIANS 4:13

LOVE NEVER FAILS
I Corinthians 13:8

CALL 713-266-3444 FOR A QUOTE TO
REACH MORE THAN 7,000

READERS WEEKLY

Heal me, LORD,
and I will be healed;

save me & I will be saved,
for you are the one I praise

--Jeremiah 17:14

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

YOUR LOCAL
NEWSPAPERS ARE ON
YOUR SMART PHONE!

Follow local news on the
Internet, on your browser:

starcouriernews.com
northchannelstar.com

38-12
P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530

Mrroofer@mail.com
= Major credit cards accepted =

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

• Mobile Home Skirting

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTOR

✯

WWW.ALAMOROOFING.COM
281-452-6355

ALVI

832-351-2222
281-561-7777
Fax: 832-328-3700
www.xmcomputers.com

11701 Willcrest Dr.
Houston, TX 77099

info@xmcumputers.com

13400 FM 2354 Rd.
Baytown, Texas 77523

Office: 281-383-3386
Cell: 713-898-7413

MARY DUNN REAL ESTATE

Mary Dunn

Fax 281-573-1030
www.marydunn.com
E-mail: mary@marydunn.com

Garage Doors &
Electric Openers
Repair or Replace. We also repair

broken springs. Call Ricardo

832-647-6378

PAINTING --
Exterior & Interior

DRYWALL REPAIRS &
PRESSURE WASHING
Call Juan @ 713-576-6388

29-4

General Merchandie Auction
Summer Schedule

1st, 3rd, 5th Saturdays
in June, July & AugustBusiness & Farm

Liquidations • Antiques •
Estates • Mini-Storage
A Complete Auction Service

Col. Walter Boullion
TXS.Lic.10592
713-817-9062
wbauctioncrosby.com

The hardest part of his
performances is the travel
and the tech preparation
once the venue is reached.

Anthony emphasized
the esteem that he holds
for his audiences.

“Our show is quality en-
tertainment with no objec-
tionable language, well
suited for teens and kids.

The energy we get comes
off the audience,” he said.
“You feel it after the first
two songs, and it builds.
Our music is not loud
enough to shake your
bones, but we tell people
who dance in the aisles
that we hope their insur-
ance is paid up.”

Now Anthony lives with
his Shih Tzu named Petey
at Ozark, Missouri, near
Branson. He is proud of his
four children, saying that
he and his eldest son are
the first ever such duo to
perform together at Bran-
son. On the afternoon we
talked he was preparing to
mow his lawn.

In addition to his show
in Liberty, other perfor-
mances are in Conroe’s
Crighton theatre Aug 24th,
an October stint in Ireland;
and a Time-Life Rock and
Roll specialty cruise on
Holland-America Lines in
November. It’s been sold
out almost a year.

For reservations call
936-336-5830.

Elvis at Opry,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

with a 10 year old male
child were able to make it
back to shore with help
from nearby good samari-
tans.

     Tragically, the three
remaining children: a 13
year old girl, and two boys
aged 11 and 7 were seen by
bystanders going under
water and not resurfacing.
An immediate search of
the area waters began and
all three of the children
were eventually recovered
a short distance from
where they were last seen.

Chambers County Jus-
tice of the Peace Larry Cry-
er pronounced all three
children deceased at the
scene and ordered autop-
sies to be conducted by the
Jefferson County Medical
Examiner’s Office.

The investigation in to
this devastating incident is
ongoing and the names of
the deceased will be re-
leased at a later time once

all assurances have been
made to take care of the
family and contact is made
with other immediate rel-
atives.

“I would like to thank
Sheriff Ed Gonzalez and
members of the Harris
County Sheriff’s Office, the
Port of Houston Authority,
the LaPorte Police Depart-
mennt, the Houston Fire
Department and all othe
f i r s t  responders  who
w o r k e d  c o l l e c t i v e l y
throughout the evening on
this incident. The assis-
tance and dedication of all
first responders was in-
strumental in the recovery
of the victims and in help-
ing to care for the family
members”, said Sheriff
Hawthorne.

O u r  t h o u g h t s  a n d
prayers are with the fami-
lies and friends of those
involved in this tragedy.

Three Drown,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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Your AD will reach up to 120,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 40,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

LEGAL NOTICE
CHANNELVIEW ISD
Property Foreclosure
Auction; August 6,
2019 at 10:00 a.m.;
Bayou City Event
Center at 9401
Knight Rd, Houston,
TX 77045; Cause
Number 2009-06989;
TRACT !: TR 9A SE
PT OF LT 9 BLK 12
OLD RIVER TER-
RACE SEC 3; HCAD
#0650910120030;
Property Address: 0
Oak Lane, Channel-
view, TX 77530 and;
Opening Bid:
$25,000.00; call 832-
777-3373 for more in-
formation                 28-4

FOR RENT

GARAGE
APARTMENT
for Rent
Highlands 281-328-
4351. 2 Bedroom, 1
bath, $850/month
with $500 deposit

             28-2

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Part Time Position available for

Newspaper ad sales person for the
Aldine and North Channel areas.
Set your own hours. Commission
basis means you can earn more.
Bilingual helpful. Car required.

Send resume to
nenewsroom@aol.com.

INTERN AT A NEWSPAPER
Part Time Position available for
person interested in learning all

phases of the news business. Will
experience writing, interviewing,

sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Send

letter of interest to
nenewsroom@aol.com.

LEGAL NOTICES
APPEAR IN THE

HIGHLANDS STAR
CROSBY COURIER,
AND THE NORTH
CHANNEL STAR.

CALL 713-266-3444

RENT/LEASE

COMMERCIAL
SPACE FOR RENT
ON MAIN ST HIGH-
LANDS, TX. CALL
281-843-2626.        29-4

HELP WANTED

TXCDL
FOR 500 MILE RADI-
US. OF HOUSTON.
O V E R S I Z E D
FREIGHT GREAT
PAY. CALL 281-843-
2626 HIGHLANDS,
TX          29-4

ROOMS
FOR TRANSIT OR
RETIRED PER-
SONS. ALL BILLS
PAID ,FURNISHED
CALL 281-843-2626
$550. MTH.                29-4

FOR RENT

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE AND MONTHLY MEETINGS

The Administrative office of Harris County Emergency Services District #14
(“District”)

is located 2301 E. Wallisville Road, Highlands, TX 77562.  The District’s mailing
address is PO Box 96, Highlands, TX 77562. The District holds regular meetings on

the fourth Monday of each month  at the Highlands Volunteer Fire Department
located at 2301 E Wallisville Rd, Highlands, TX 77562  at 12:00 noon.  The public is

cordially invited to attend all meetings. The Board of Commissioners are Jim
Strouhal, President; Chester Stasney, Vice President; Jerry Ickes, Secretary;

Treasurer, Johnny Gaeke; Member, Mark Taylor. The attorney for the District is
Weston Cotten, Law Offices of Weston Cotten, P.C., 1500 E. Wallisville Road,

Highlands, TX  77562, telephone number 281-421,4050.  Email address
weston@westoncotten.com

SMALL TAXING UNIT NOTICE

The Harris County Emergency Services District #14 will hold a meeting at
the Highlands Volunteer Fire Department, 2301 E Wallisville Rd, Highlands, TX
77562 at 12 noon, on Monday, August 26, 2019, to consider adopting a tax rate

for tax year 2019.  The proposed tax rate is 0.0500 per $100 of value.
 No change in the tax rate is planned.

The proposed tax rate for the 2019 tax year is the same rate of 0.0500 per $ 100
the value that has always been in place for ESD#14 since its formation in 1999.

Where can I pick
up a Star-
Courier?

HIGHLANDS:
Library
Food Town
Community
Center
Backdraft
Restaurant
Woodforest
Bank
Exxon Station
Shell station
Chevron Station
Post Office
(outside)

CROSBY:
Library
Post Office
Community
Center
Race Track
Arlan’s Market
Community Bank
(2)
Woodforest
Bank
Hungry Jack’s
Dr. Roach
Dr.
Chevron Station
Confections
Coffee Shop
Mobil Station
Newport
package store
CRCU

HUFFMAN
Exxon Station
Community Bank
Texaco Station
Donut Shop
Valero Station
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Diabetes is a chronic
condition that affects more
than 12 million people who
are 65 years and older, so
chances are high that many
seniors in our community
have the disease or at least
know someone with it.
Diabetes is characterized by
having too much glucose, or
sugar, in the blood. Some
sugar in the blood is okay,
but too much sugar is
dangerous.

Our bodies get glucose –
or sugar – primarily from
the foods we eat. If our body
works the way it should,
glucose moves from our
bloodstream into our cells
where it is converted into
energy. Insulin is a hormone
that helps facilitate this
process. Unfortunately, our
body doesn’t always work
the way we want it to.
Diabetes sets in when we
don’t make enough insulin
or the insulin doesn’t work
the way it should, and too
much sugar stays in the
blood.

Diabetes can cause
serious damage to the body
if not managed properly,
contributing to heart
disease, stroke, high blood
pressure, blindness, kidney
disease, and amputation. In
fact, nearly 30 million
people who have diabetes as
a primary condition need
emergency care, reports the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.

It’s a disease that
requires a tremendous
amount of monitoring and
self-care.

Following is more
information about the types
of Diabetes, tips on how to
prevent the disease, as well
as management strategies if
you or a loved one already
have or have been diagnosed
with Diabetes so that you
can take control of it, avoid
emergency care, and enjoy
an active, independent
lifestyle.

Types of Diabetes
With type 1 diabetes, the

body does not make insulin.
A person who has type 1
diabetes must take insulin

daily to live. Type 1 diabetes
accounts for about 5 to 10
percent of diagnosed
diabetes in the United
States, according to the
National Institutes of
Health. It develops most
often in children and young
adults but can appear at
any age. Symptoms may
include increased thirst and
urination, constant hunger,
weight loss, blurred vision,
and extreme fatigue. If not
diagnosed and treated with
insulin, a person with type 1
diabetes can lapse into a
life-threatening diabetic
coma. We have no control
over this type of diabetes.

With type 2 diabetes,
which is the more common
type, the body does not
make or use insulin well.
Often by making healthier
lifestyle choices, such as
losing weight or exercising
or eating healthier foods, we
can keep the disease from
worsening and damaging
our bodies.

Type 2 diabetes is most
often associated with older
age, obesity, family history
of diabetes, previous history
of gestational diabetes,
physical inactivity, and
certain ethnicities. About 80
percent of people with type 2
diabetes are overweight or
obese, reports the National
Institutes of Health.

The symptoms of type 2
diabetes are similar to those
of type 1 diabetes, but they
develop gradually.
Symptoms may include
fatigue, frequent urination,
increased thirst and hunger,
weight loss, blurred vision,
and slow healing of wounds
or sores. Some people have
no symptoms.

Prevention and
Management Strategies

The good news is that
there is a lot that can be
done to prevent or delay
diabetes. Studies show that
people can lower their risk
of developing diabetes by
losing 5 to 7 percent of their
body weight through diet
and exercise. In fact, a
major study of more than
3,000 people with
prediabetes found that diet

and exercise resulting in a 5
to 7 percent weight loss
(that’s about 10 to 14
pounds in a person who
weighs 200 pounds) lowered
the incidence of type 2
diabetes by nearly 60
percent. Study participants
lost weight by cutting fat
and calories in their diet
and by exercising at least 30
minutes a day, 5 days a
week. Walking was the
exercise of choice.

•Exercise. Choose an
activity you enjoy (such as
walking or swimming) and
do it for about 30 minutes a
daymost days of the week.
Check with your health care
provider before starting an
exercise program.

•Eat healthy. Load up on
fruits, vegetables, low-fat
dairy sources, and lean
protein. Incorporate more
fish, beans, peas, nuts and
seeds into your diet and
experiment with seasonings
such as cinnamon.

•Lose weight if needed.
Just a 5 percent weight loss
is proven to help prevent or
delay the onset of type
2diabetes.

•Stay on top of your
regular screenings,
including eye exams. Know
your blood sugar, blood
pressure, cholesterol, and
BMI.

•Take medications for
diabetes and other chronic
conditions as prescribed by
your health care provider.

•Quit smoking. It
increases your risk of
diabetes and makes it more
difficult to manage the
disease if you have it.

Exercise, a healthy diet
and weight loss play a
tremendous role in helping
someone prevent or manage
their diabetes. The key is to
make gradual lifestyle
changes.

If you or a loved one have
been diagnosed with the
disease, contact Angels Care
Home Health at 281-427-
3510 or visit
angelscarehealth.com to find
out how we can help you
stay healthy at home or the
benefits of home health care
service. At Angels Care…We
Serve Patients.

CONQUERING DIABETES:
Angels Care provides tips on how to prevent and
take control of the disease.

One store worker volun-
teered that the notebooks
she was standing near for
$2.48 had been $2.20 reg-
ular price last week. On
the other hand, notebooks
that were regular 79¢ were
on sale for 50¢. “They move
prices, locations and stuff
around a lot,” she said.

A grocery store manager in
Crosby said, “What do I care
about a sales tax free week-
end, anymore. We used to car-
ry items for each school in
packages, specific to every
school but now only big box
stores do that. It encourages
their monopoly.”

But that system has been
replaced with the pupils and
students getting their re-
quirements specified on-line
so that wherever they go they
simply have to look for the
items required.

“It wouldn’t be such a joke
if the cut off wasn’t at a hun-
dred, about the time you
spend anything at all- ‘Oops,
it isn’t tax free,’ best of all
they included electronics
where are you gonna’ buy a
lap top that is worth anything
for less than a hundred
bucks?”

But, a store clerk when
asked if electronics were tax
free that weekend peered at
a piece of paper and said,
“They are not on the list, so i
isn’t tax free.”

This reporter bought some
White-Out and a set of ink
pens, the White-Out drew the
8¢ tax.

A young couple briskly
strode out of a local store,
herding school aged children,
pushing a capacity cart and
when called out to ask if they
had saved on back to school
with the tax free holiday an-
swered, “We didn’t know
about it and from the money
we just spent it didn’t make
any difference.”

Similarly, another couple
with a elementary aged boy
and a packed grocery cart an-
swered, “We didn’t notice any-
thing at all, and we just did
our $400 big back to school
special buy. We maybe saved
about $0.96 on a backpack.”

One local business man
said, “There’s not enough sav-
ings for me to fight with the
type of folks willing to fight
folks over saving a few bucks.”

 Another stated, “Yeah,
people like to save money.
Where is the human interest
in that? I gotta’ say notebooks
is all I saved on and my kid
said I got the wrong kind.”

Another friend answered,
“The crowds aren’t worth the
$8 per $100 savings.”

Another friendly couple
answered, “We did all our
back to school a week ago to
avoid the crowd.”

Yet there are those that
maintain an optimistic as
equally opportunistic atti-
tude, “I love the back to school
tax free weekend. Unless you
go to a popular mall like Bay-
brook the crowds arn’t bad.
Stores have excellent sales on
top of the tax break. I actual-
ly plan for this weekend way
in advance.”

It would be enough to hear
all this but add to the fact
that this reporter was booted
from the local Wal-Mart and
told that I would have to
check with Wal-Mart’s Corpo-
rate Office to ask questions.

Didn’t call them.

CROSBY – Soon locals
here are going to get fed up
with roadways north and
south, east and west that
have stopped functioning as
they once had and now result
in traffic jams.

A couple of horrible acci-
dents on the IH-10 bridge
over the San Jacinto poined
out that their is not enough
signal time for very many if
any to turn left onto US 90.
Complaints went to TxDOT
and they changed the signal
times for the intersection of
the Beaumont Highway and
Main Street in Crosby.

Tax
Holiday,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Signal Timing,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ranged in ability from being
only able to tell if someone
was having a heart attack to
being able to read rhythms
and irregularities.

It began with a personal
note for Scott, his son Cody
died in May of 2012 from sud-
den death. His last words to
his father were “Go big or go
home.”

House Bill 76 was passed
at the end of the Legislative
Session this year under the
leadership of Representative
Dan Huberty R. and State

In turn, the traffic began
to back up for miles into Cros-
by at the intersection for
southbound vehicles. These
things are hard to regulate.

According to Danny Perez,
Public Information Officer
Houston District of Texas De-
partment of Transportation,
“It is always our goal to ad-
dress the concerns of the com-
munity. In this case some
modifications to the timing of
the signal helped to improve
traffic flow in the area. We
will continue to monitor traf-
fic conditions in case further
adjustments are needed.”

ReACTin a Heartbeat, teaches over 200 youngsters to
perform C.P.R. on test dummies in one of the class
settings. The life saving skill is known to add a 25%
chance of survival to those that need the act following
some trauma if performed in time.

Crosby Hero,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Senator Carol Alvarado D.
The Big Event, the Cody

Stephens Memorial Founda-
tion Fund-raiser is this Sat-
urday and a few seats can still
be found, although the venue
has sold out of the presumed
600 seats at the Southern
Lace Estates on Indian
Shores Road.

Stephens stated, “I think
we are going to try to raise
about $270,000 for all that we
have set out to do this year
including putting C.P.R. ma-
chines with the trainers.”

Jackie reported that in a
discussion she had with the
new acting director of EPA/
Region 6, David Gray, she was
able to make the point that
THEA/SJRC felt that the
PRP work now being conduct-
ed should be monitored and
inspected by an independent
third party.

CONCERN FOR SEMI
ACCIDENT DAMAGE

The semi-truck that went
over the railing on June 27
and landed in the river, was
very close to the perimeter of
the waste pits site. EPA took

Waste Pits,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

sonar readings on July 10th
of the cap after the truck was
removed, and reported that
no damage was detected.
They furnished a map show-
ing two profiles they had
which showed no change in
the cap or the outline of the
pits. Jackie questioned
whether the technique used
and the scope was adequate,
noting that in 2015 after the
tax day flood, divers discov-
ered a 22x25 gap in the mem-
brane that had been missed
by other techniques.

TxDOT workers inspect the damaged railing and
view the 18-wheeler lying in the river, near the
Waste Pits.


