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Now in our New Offices
1500 E. Wallisville Road
Highlands, TX 77562

WESTON G. COTTEN
Attorney at Law

O. 281/421-4050
F. 281/533-6032

weston@westoncotten.com

These stories
in the PRESS:
• Last Christmas at San
Jacinto Mall
• Dayton Christmas Tree
Winners
•Mont Belvieu Christmas
scenes
......And more, Page 5

AUTO & HOME INSURANCE
Jeremy Rosenkranz
State Farm Agent

440 S. Main Street, Highlands, TX 77562
281-426-3512

jtr@jeremyrosenkranz.com281-328-4377
TurnerChevroletCrosby.com

THU. DEC 19
Crosby Chamber
Christmas Open
House
Come help celebrate
this Holiday Season at
Chrosby-Huffman
Chamber of Commerce.
You are invited to the
Open House and visit
with other Chamber
Members. There will be
food, drinks and door
prizes. 11:00 a.m. -
2:00 p.m., 5317 First
Street, Crosby, Texas,
77532 (Chamber
Office)

BIRTHDAYS
Dec 20--Kerney Thomas
Dec 22--Rusty William-

son
Dec 23--Barbara Whitby
Dec 24--Janice Loftin

Russell Rach
Dec 26--Rick Bobalik

Belvia Courvelle
Dec 27--Kathryn Dunlop
Dec 28--Jocelyn Victoria

Kmiecik
Kyle Schultz

Dec 29--Thomas Coward
Darryl Foster

Dec 31--Susan O’Neal

ANNIVERSARIES
Dec. 17 - Robert & Ann

Woodall
Dec. 19--Kitty & Bob

Elkins
Dec 20--David &

Kathryn Dunlop
Dec 21--Roger & Lisa

Simmons
Dec 25--Bill & JoAnn

Turner
Dec 28--Kyle & Tricia

Schultz
Dec 31--Raymond &

Jean Oliver
Ashley & Eric
Clamon

DEATHS
DeMarco, Frank

Additions or
Corrections are
welcome:
713-266-3444

INSIDE: Letters to Santa, Season’s Greetings

Sampson Lodge award
to Sheila McDonald

Celebrating Christmas in our communities

I-10 Bridge lanes to
reopen in January

Fatal accident
on Crosby-
Lynchburg Road

Share your
Christmas

The Share your Christ-
mas project provides new
clothing for students in
need in the three area
schools in Highlands. The
idea was conceived 17
years ago by the Catholic
daughters organization of
Saint Jude‘s church. For a
project to serve approxi-
mately 150 students each
year, it must have the sup-
port of local churches,
clubs, businesses and indi-
viduals.

The school counselors
take time from their busy
schedules to work up the
list of eligible students and
handle the parent contact

See Christmas in the
Community, Page 6

Share your Christmas sponsors are Nadine Goodney
and Theresa Cashion (Catholic Daughters), Phile’cid
Grant (ZXP),  Andy Scott (Rotary), Jaime Ruiz (ZXP),
Claudia Birdsong (First Baptist Church), Nieketta
Baptist (Hopper Counselor), Chrissa Teel (Tri-County
Construction, Shiela McDonald (Rotary,) Valerie Guerra
(ZXP), Delene Cotten (Horizons)and Renee Stripling
(Highlands Elementary counselor).

Last Thursday night at their regular meeting, the Sampson Masonic Lodge #231
in Highlands awarded the Master Builder Award to Sheila McDonald, president of
the Highlands Rotary Club, for service to the community. Sheila’s father, a Mason,
was present for the ceremony as well as a number of Rotarians and other Masons.

Santa visits Huffman to chat with the kids.

Highlands lights up with Christmas decorations.

Clothe-A-Child
warms area hearts

Pastor Keenan Smith of Crosby Church reminded his gathering of
Christ Jesus’ humble beginnings. He points out the giving of God
from John 3:16 and says, “We just want to carry the true meaning
of Christmas, is anyone ready to do some shopping?” Those
attending helped the receiving families pick out school clothes and
a toy. Families were chosen by Huffman ISD and Dayton ISD on
Monday, and Crosby ISD and Sheldon ISD on Tuesday in an enriching
experience helping others.

HIGHLANDS – TxDOT
has announced that the
Interstate I-10 highway
lanes over the San Jacinto
River will return to normal
in January.

The lanes have been re-
stricted since September
when several barges hit
the structural supports
under the highway, and
TxDOT had to close the
westbound lanes.

On the weekend of Jan-
uary 3rd the westbound
lanes will reopen, includ-
ing the on-ramp at 4 cor-
ners, and on the weekend
of January 10th the east-
bound lanes will return to
a normal 3 lanes plus
shoulder.

TxDOT said that this
was a month earlier than
originally scheduled.

State Representative Briscoe Cain
reported the opening schedule from
under the highway on Facebook.

EAST HARRIS COUN-
TY – A 19-year-old lost his
life in an accident in the
10,600 block of Crosby-
Lynchburg Road a few
minutes  into  Sunday
morning, Dec. 15.

Deputies indicate that
Jeyson Torres, 19, was
driving his brown Silvera-
do when he tried to pass
another vehicle. The wit-
ness said he then swerved
to get back into his lane,
realizing that traffic was
oncoming. His attempted
evasive action was judged
by deputies to be faulty
and his truck pitched into
a counterclockwise yaw.

The truck left the road-
way and slammed into two

trees at the east side of the
roadway. Torres, evident-
ly not wearing a seatbelt,
was ejected as a result of
the crash. Emergency
crews found no sign of life
on Torres.

Luis Sanchez however,
the front side passenger
was transported to L.B.J.
Hospital in stable condi-
tion.

This case remains open
and under investigation by
Harris County Sheriff’s
Office Vehicular Crimes
Division. Deputy R. Sand-
ers said they are investi-
gating whether the driver
was impaired causing the
accident.
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Season’s
Greetings

from
WESTON
COTTEN

Attorney at Law
281-421-5774

Not Certified by the
Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Holiday Greetings from

GRAFIKSHOP
Commercial Printing

wishes you

Happy
Holidays

713-977-2555

Jeremy Rosenkranz,
Agent

440 S. Main,
Highlands, TX 77562

281-426-3512
jeremy.rosenkranz.ngje@

statefarm.com

Best Wishes
for the

Holidays

Wishing you the Merriest

Christmas and a Happy

and Productive New Year

JERRY &

JULIE
Fallin

Happy Holidays
from

OMNIX Home

Health Care

Merry Christmas
from our family to yours

Mont Belvieu, TX      BHISD.NET

tLetters to Santa ttLetters to Santa t

From Our Family to Yours,
Best Wishes for the New Year

Joe Stephens and family

***
Dear Santa,
I have done a lot of

things and went trew a
lot during the past few
years, my dog that I had
a while ago got taken by
some people and have
been wanting another
one even since then,
though I might get
another one sometime in
the future. One thing
more recently that has
been bothering me is
that my room has been
destroyed and has been
under construction for
the past year now and
had to sleep in the living
room since then, and I
wasn’t able to have
much privacy because of
that. My brother had
heart failier a couple of
months back and had
like 2 to 3 different
surgeries. So I’ve been
going threw a lot and I
would help if I had a yeri
microphone, and some
good video capture card
that could record video
games in really high
quality. Just so I could
have some cool videos to
have so I could just have
something to occupie my
time and look back on
some times when I was
having then.

Adam Hampton, 13

years old

***

Dear Santa,

How are you and Mrs.

Claus doing? I hope you

had a great year! I have

been good I only got a

couple conduct marks

better than last year.

Thank you for the

presents last year I

would like a nurf gun

bullets and a nededo.

If I got that my

heart would be

blown up.

Merry

Chrsitmas.

Brycen

Schroden,

8 years

old

***

Dear Santa,

How is everything

going? I’ve been helping

my mom. I realy love the

ipad. This year I would

like a xbox one, I would

love it! Merry Christmas!

Lane Landree,

8 years old

***

Dear Santa,

I hope your doing

well! I will be on my best

behaver. Thank you for

the gifts you gave me

last year. I would love a

phone and it will make

me so happy. Merry

Christmas Santa.

Madelyn Sebren, 9

years old

***

Dear Santa,

I would like cupcakes

and cake and a pex fish

and cookies and a new

backpack and a doll-

house.

Zady bejarano,

9 years old

***

Dear Santa,

I would like an

Nintendo swich, Mi-

necraft toys, phone,

super Mario toys, Sonick

toys, Lost Kitteys toys. I

have been relly good this

     year. I helped my

       with chohres.

     Anthony C.,

       8 years old

***

Dear Santa,

How are you and Mrs.

Clause doing? I hope you

are doing well! I have

inproved a lot! I have

good grades! Thank you

for the dool you got me!

This year I hope for a

baby a live! I would

share it a lot! And it

would fill my hart with

joy. Merry Christmas!

Kyndra Thompson, 9

years old

***

Dear Santa,

How are you and Mrs.

Clause doing? I tried to

do my best and I did

king of good. Thank you

for the Xbox 1 last year.

This year can I get some

books and Legos. And I

will be really really

happy! Merry Christmas!

Keegan Mcgee, 9

years old

***

Dear Santa,

How are you and Mrs.

Clause doing? I hope you

are doing well? I have

been doing good with

Reading! Thank you for

the tablet last year. This

year I would want a doll.

I would be so thankful

for it. Merry Christmas

don’t get sick yall.

Kalli Olree, 8 years

old

***

Dear Santa,

How is everything

going? I hope you are

dping well! I try hard to

be helpflu. Thank you for

the stuff that you gave

me last year! I really

loved the pony! This year

        I want a intend sich.

           It wode make me

           happy! Merry

           Christmas!

Anabell Salinas,

8 years old

5613 S. Main, Crosby beside the Overpass
(281) 799-2080 / (713) 504-0763

daniel648.dj@gmail.com

We’ve got what you need for Christmas
Furniture• Vases• Vanities• Decorations
If you are looking for that one of a Kind

We’ve got it!
Collectibles: Comic Books, Coins,

Knives, Children’s Toys, Antique Guns
Come By and See You’ll be surprised!

My Your Holidays
Be Merry

from our CISD
Family to Yours
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tLetters to Santa t

WISHING YOU A
HAPPY HOLIDAY

& A  PROSPEROUS TAX  YEAR

Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

LET US HELP YOU WITH:
TAX PREPARATION, BOOKKEEPING & FINANCIAL CONSULTING

FEDERAL, STATE, FOREIGN & INDIVIDUAL, PARTNERSHIP, TRUST &
ESTATE, CORPORATIONS (C, SUB S & LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANIES)

6400 FM 2100 NORTH MAIN
POST OFFICE BOX 1428

CROSBY, TEXAS 77532-1428
CALL (281) 328-1755

E-MAIL: cri.tax.jhinson@gmail.com

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1979

Highlands choirs sing
carols at Chamber, Rotary

Napolis Italian Grill opens
with Highlands ribbon cutting

Dear Santa,

I hope you are doing

well! I have been getting

AB honor roll and thank

you for the phone you got

me last year. And I

would like a new phone

this year and it would

make me so happy. I

would be grateful. Merry

Christmas.

Alexiya Thomas, 9

years old

***

Dear Santa,

How are you And Mrs.

Claus. I have been

helping my mom A lot.

Thank you for the things

Wishing EveryoneWishing EveryoneWishing EveryoneWishing EveryoneWishing Everyone
in our Communityin our Communityin our Communityin our Communityin our Community

the Merriest ofthe Merriest ofthe Merriest ofthe Merriest ofthe Merriest of
ChristmasesChristmasesChristmasesChristmasesChristmases

and aand aand aand aand a
Happy and ProsperousHappy and ProsperousHappy and ProsperousHappy and ProsperousHappy and Prosperous

New YearNew YearNew YearNew YearNew Year

ZXP Technologies, Ltd.
409 E. Wallisville Rd.
Highlands, TX 77562

281-426-8800

Quality Blending, Packaging
and World Wide Distribution

NAPOLI’S ITALIAN RESTAURANT, on Main Street in Highlands is now open
for patrons who want delicious Italian food. At the Chamber ribbon cutting:
From left to right: Weston Cotton, Jaime Ruiz, Sarah Davis, John Vann,
Michail Gkinos - Owner, Randy Casey, Angela Fela - Manager, Kathy Jaeger,
LaNelle McKay, Betty Michalsky, Brenda Moore,  Virginia Woods, and
Jeanette Early.

last year.  I would like

beybade Metal fusion

toys, I would be 100%

happy to get one. Thank

you And Merry

Christmas.

Eric Villareal, 8 years

old

***

Dear Santa,

How are you and Mrs.

Claus doing? I have been

very good this year. I

have been helping my

mommy. Thank you for

the braclet last year. I

really liked it. This year

and I would love to have

a Phone So I could call

my mom. I wold be

thankful of joy.

Hayden Mcmurray

Dreyer, 8 years old

***

Dear Santa,

I would like an New

par of jeans and a New

Small bed and a iPhone

also a desk for my laptop

and a chair. I have been

really good this year I

have been good because

I say please and thank

you to santa please and

thank you.

Priscilla Lopez, 8

years old

Highlands Junior School choir singing at the Chamber Luncheon.

Highlands Elementary Choir singing at the Chamber Luncheon.

Highlands Elementary Choir singing at the Rotary Club luncheon. The
choir director is Marsha Goodwin.
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STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

✯

Season’s Greatings from

Gilbert Hoffman, Architect
713-977-2555

AUSTIN — Texas Secre-
tary of State Ruth Hughs
on Dec. 11 hosted a round-
table discussion of state
agencies to coordinate ef-
forts to accurately count all
Texans in the upcoming
2020 Census.

Hughs was joined by Dr.
Steven Dillingham, U.S.
Census Bureau director;
Dr. Lloyd Potter, Texas
State demographer, and
representatives from state
agencies and the Texas
Legislature.

"The census plays a ma-
jor role in determining the
distribution of federal
funds to the Lone Star
State in areas such as
healthcare, education, ag-
riculture and infrastruc-
ture and housing, as well
as determining the size of
our congressional delega-
tion,” Hughs said.

"That's why it's impera-
tive that we work collabo-
ratively towards finding
ways that our state's agen-
cies can help to ensure that
we count all Texans in the
upcoming census," she
added.

Abbott declares
disaster

Gov. Greg Abbott on Dec.
12 certified that exception-
al drought conditions pose
a threat of imminent disas-
ter in the counties of Ban-
dera, Blanco, Burnet,
Concho, Karnes, Kendall,
Kinney, Llano, Maverick,
Medina, Real, Uvalde, Val
Verde, Zapata and Zavala.

The declaration states
that significantly low rain-
fall and prolonged dry con-
ditions continue to
increase the threat of wild-
fire across the affected
counties. The governor
added that drought condi-
tions pose an imminent
threat to public health,
property and the economy.

Abbott’s declaration au-
thorizes the use of all
available resources of state
government and of politi-
cal subdivisions that are
reasonably necessary to
cope with the disaster.

Hegar distributes
revenue

Texas Comptroller
Glenn Hegar on Dec. 11
announced his office would
send cities, counties, tran-
sit systems and special
purpose taxing districts
some $820.5 million in lo-
cal sales tax allocations for
December.

The amount is 7.8 per-
cent more than the amount
distributed for the month

“Christmas
at the
Greenhouse”

It is the tender cusp of
Christmas.

It is that time when emotions
run close to the overfill point,
when sentimentality and anger
and depression and euphoria
mix freely together, with not
enough space between them to
tell the difference from one
moment to the next.

I am visiting my parents—
and of course this does not
help.

My parents are doing well
(thank you for asking). They
are in their eighties now, still
living in their dream cabin in
the woods and, although I
know they are growing older,
the signs are so incremental
and their attitude so upbeat, it
is easy to deny the passage of
time when I am with them and
imagine I am a much younger
person than I actually am.

Yesterday, we stopped at
the local greenhouse in the
small town near their cabin. It
was unbelievably cold. I don’t
know why I couldn’t believe it; I
grew up in the cold and was
raised with the idea that
extreme cold was a signpost of
Christmas and a litmus test for
true Christmas spirit. But the
truth is, I haven’t lived in a very
cold place for a while and the
cold stole the breath out of me.

The greenhouse was a bit
out of our way, but my mother
explained, “I like to support
them, they put up such nice
floral arrangements in the
summer!”

The shop was surrounded
by welcoming signs and
Christmas trees propped up
against giant bags of earth,
waiting for spring. Inside it was
warm and smelled of soil and
cinnamon.

As my parents were in the
greenhouse, bundling up the
poinsettia for the drive home, I
warmed the car and looked
across the street at a mobile
home that was a little worse for
wear. The yard was piled high
with stuff, now half buried in the
snow. As I waited, the door flew
open, accompanied by a string
of expletives.

A man about my age was
following a younger man out of
the house, screaming at him,
yelling terrible things. I watched
as the young man—who was
wearing the beginning of a thin
beard and a winter jacket—was
chased out of the house and
began walking down the
country road alone.

Minutes later, my parents in
the car, we were driving home
on the road that leads to the
greenhouse when we saw the
young man, walking. It was
several miles to town.

“Should we stop, dad?” I
asked. My dad was silent.

“It’s hard to know what to
do,” my mom said, quietly.

The young man seems
appropriately dressed for the
weather. He is walking down
the road in a deliberate fashion,
as though he knows where he
was going—I say all this to
myself because I know I won’t
stop. I know I won’t take a
chance and put this stranger in
the car with my eighty-year-old
parents and get involved in
something that I don’t know the
first thing about.

We drive by.
Snug inside the car, my

mother holds the small
poinsettia in her lap. I wonder
what that young man’s
Christmas will be like and I
don’t know what to do. I don’t
know what to do, in this
crowded time of year, with all
the emotions that bump against
each other. I don’t know how to
sort out the tangled strands of
joy and sorrow that run through
me.

Sitting with my happy,
healthy parents, I am quiet as I
watch the young man, walking
alone down the road on this
bright cold day.

Till next time,
Carrie
Carrie Classon’s memoir,

“Blue Yarn,” was released
earlier this year. Learn more at
CarrieClasson.com.

Dear Rusty: I turned
62 in October 2018. A few
months prior to my birth
month, I went on the
Social Security website
which said my estimated
benefits would be be-
tween $900-$1000 at full
retirement age and
between $600-$700 at age
62. I receive a pension
from a city government
where I was a firefighter
for almost 20 years where
I did not pay Social
Security tax on my
income, but I have over
20 years invested in
Social Security from
other jobs. I expected the
cut in benefits for retiring
early (62), but I was
totally caught off guard
by my benefits being cut
in half again because of
the Windfall Elimination
Provision (WEP). My city
pension is about $1700
monthly, and it’s my
understanding that WEP
is not supposed to reduce
my Social Security by
more than half of my
government pension. My
current Social Security
benefit is $348 a month
which is considerably less
than half of my $1700
pension. Am I missing
something? Shouldn’t I be
getting $600-$700 in
Social Security benefits?
Signed: Retired Firefight-
er

Dear Retired Fire-
fighter: WEP rules are
complicated and you
certainly aren’t alone in
your dismay over how
WEP affects Social
Security benefits for
public servants in certain
states which didn’t
participate in Social
Security. I’ll try to shed
some light on what
happened to your benefit
amount.

The first thing you
should know is that the
estimates you received
from Social Security
before you claimed were
just that – estimates. If
you were working in SS-
covered employment
prior to getting the
estimate, the amounts
given assumed you would
continue to work at your
recent SS-covered
earnings until your full
retirement age. If you
didn’t, your full retire-
ment age (FRA) benefit
amount would be less
than the amount quoted.
The estimate given at
that time didn’t take
WEP into account either.
The WEP reduction takes
place before the reduction
for claiming early at age
62. WEP affects your
“primary insurance
amount” (PIA), which is
the amount you’re
normally entitled to at
your full retirement age
from SS-covered work.

When you applied for
Social Security your PIA
was recomputed using a
special WEP formula.
Your PIA is based on your
“average indexed month-
ly earnings” or “AIME”,
which is the monthly
average of the highest
earning 35 years over
your lifetime in which
you contributed to Social
Security. Your PIA is
determined by breaking
your AIME into 3 parts
(called “bend points”),
multiplying those parts
by a certain percentage
for each part, and
totaling up those three
computations. When
WEP applies, the first
part of your AIME is
multiplied by 40%, rather
than the normal 90%, of
the first $895 of your

AIME (this is the amount
for your “eligibility year”
2018). So, the first part of
your WEP AIME would
contribute $358 (instead
of the normal $805) to
your PIA and, thus, to
your FRA benefit amount
– a reduction of $447. (If
you have more than 20
years of substantial
earnings in SS-covered
employment, the impact
of WEP is lessened by
about 5% for each year
over 20).There is a
maximum WEP reduction
($447 for 2018) and there
is also a rule which says
your WEP reduction
cannot be more than half
of your non-covered
pension amount. But
since half of your city
pension is more than
$447, that rule does not
change the WEP reduc-
tion.

So, using your general
numbers, if your FRA
benefit (before WEP) was
“$900-$1000”, let’s say
that your normal PIA was
about $950. After the
WEP reduction your WEP
PIA would be about $503,
which is what you would
get if you waited until
your full retirement age
to claim Social Security.
By claiming at age 62,
your benefit was reduced
by about 27%, which
would make your benefit
about $367/month. This
isn’t far from what you
are now getting, consider-
ing that we’re using only
estimated numbers in
these calculations.
Remember, the SS rule
doesn’t say that your
WEP reduced benefit
amount can’t be less than
half of your non-covered
pension amount. Instead
it says that the WEP
reduction to your PIA
can’t be more than that.

This article is intended
for information purposes
only and does not repre-
sent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the AMAC
Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by
the National Social
Security Association
(NSSA). NSSA and the
AMAC Foundation and
its staff are not affiliated
with or endorsed by the
Social Security Adminis-
tration or any other
governmental entity. To
submit a question, visit
our website
(amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-
advisory) or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Social
Security
Matters

by AMAC Certified Social Security Advisor Russell Gloor
Association of Mature American Citizens

Ask Rusty – Retired
Public Servant
Surprised by “WEP”

of December 2018. Alloca-
tions are based on sales
made in October by busi-
nesses that report tax
monthly.

Bonnen names
committee

House Speaker Dennis
Bonnen on Dec. 10 named
named seven people to the
House Interim Study Com-
mittee on Aggregate Pro-
duction Operations.

The panel will review
the impact of aggregate
production operations at
rock-crushing facilities,
concrete batch plants and
hot-mix asphalt plants
across the state and the
implementation of HB 907,
a new state law relating to
the regulation of such ac-
tivities.

Named to the commit-
tee were: State Reps. Ter-
ry Wilson, R-Georgetown,
chair; “Mando” Martinez,
D-Weslaco, vice chair;
Alma Allen, D-Houston;
Jared Patterson, R-Frisco;
J.M. Lozano, R-Kingsville;
Andrew Murr, R-Junction;
Erin Zwiener, D-Driftwood;
and public members, Cap-
itol Aggregates President
Greg Hale and Texas Ag-
gregates and Concrete As-
sociation Director David
Perkins.

Paxton joins FIGHT
Texas Attorney General

Ken Paxton on Dec. 11
joined in a nationwide ef-
fort by attorneys general in
calling on Congress to pass
the bipartisan Federal Ini-
tiative to Guarantee
Health by Targeting
(FIGHT) Fentanyl Act.

If passed, the legislation
would permanently classi-
fy fentanyl-related sub-
stances as Schedule I
drugs and ensure that law
enforcement agencies and
courts are able to bring jus-
tice to those illegally traf-
ficking in the drug.

The Drug Enforcement
Administration issued a
temporary scheduling or-
der for fentanyl in Febru-
ary 2018, allowing federal
law enforcement authori-
ties to arrest and prosecute
individuals who manufac-

ture, distribute or handle
fentanyl-related substanc-
es. Paxton said the tempo-
rary scheduling order will
expire in two months.

AGs support
pipeline

Attorney General Pax-
ton on Dec. 10 announced
that his office joined a coa-
lition of 18 states urging
the U.S. Supreme Court to
overturn a lower-court rul-
ing that blocked construc-
tion of the Atlantic Coast
Pipeline.

The coalition’s friend-of-
the-court brief argues that
the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Fourth Circuit in-
correctly ruled the U.S.
Forest Service lacked au-
thority to grant the Atlan-
tic Coast Pipeline
rights-of-way through for-
estland beneath federal
trails.

The pipeline project, if
completed, would trans-
port natural gas through
five West Virginia counties
en route to Virginia and
North Carolina. The halt-
ing of the pipeline con-
struction has already cost
jobs and lost revenue, Pax-
ton said.

Plan While You Can
The Texas Department

of Transportation on Dec.
12 announced the launch
of its "Plan While You Can"
campaign, urging drivers
to find a sober ride during
the holiday season.

In 2018, there were
2,370 DUI-alcohol related
crashes in Texas during
the holiday season. Those
crashes killed 75 people
and seriously injured an-
other 199, TxDOT said.

“The bad decision to
drink and drive can turn
the joy and revelry of the
season into tragedy, caus-
ing unimaginable heart-
ache for years to come,”
TxDOT Executive Director
James Bass said. “There’s
no excuse: plan ahead and
be responsible.”

Instead of getting be-
hind the wheel while un-
der the influence of
alcohol, TxDOT suggests:

- Designating a sober
driver or calling someone
for a ride home;

- Calling a cab or ride-
share service;

- Using mass transit; or
- Spending the night.
The effort is a compo-

nent of #EndTheStreakTX,
a social media and word-of-
mouth effort that encour-
ages drivers to make safer
choices while behind the
wheel, such as wearing a
seat belt, driving the speed
limit and never driving af-
ter drinking or taking
drugs.

Secretary of state convenes
discussion on 2020 Census

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯
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Santa in
the City

Santa is comming to
Mont Belvieu. Come see
him and take pictures
when he visits Eagle
Point Recreation
Center, Thursday,
December 19, 2019 1:00-
3:00 p.m.

Goss
Memorial
Library
events

These are the events
taking place at the Sam
and Carmena Goss
Memorial Branch
Library

•Thursday,
December 19 - 5:00 pm,
Adult Book Club
discussing Catching
Christmas by Terri
Blackstock

•Friday, December
20 - 10:00 am, Pj's and
Pancakes with Santa &
Mrs. Claus,  (ages 0-11)

•Library Fundraiser:
Let us wrap your gifts
for you while you help a
good cause! Bring your
unwrapped gifts
16"x12"x11" or smaller to
the library and we will
wrap them for you for
just $2.00 per gift.
Wrapping paper will be
provided or you can
bring your own if you
wish. Every Tuesday &
Thursday 10 am - Noon
beginning Tuesday,
November 19 -
Thursday, December
19.

Call Sam and
Carmena Goss
Memorial Library, Mont
Belvieu at 281-576-2245.

Boots and
Bullets
Event
Tables Now
Available

Get your boots ready
to scoot, the annual Boots
and Bullets event,
benefitting the Dayton
Volunteer Fire
Department, is just around
the corner. This premier
Dayton event will take
place on January 25, at 6
pm at the Dayton
Community Center,
featuring live music and
dancing, silent and live
auctions and raffles.

“We’re really excited
about how things are
coming together. We’re
going to have some terrific
entertainment and great
auction items,” said
Captain John Coleman of
the Dayton Police
Department and event Co-
Chair. “Everyone’s
guaranteed to have a good
time.”

Entertainment will be
provided by Austin Tellez
and local favorite, The
Southern Breeze Band.
VIP tables, which include a
steak dinner, and wine or
whiskey of choice, and
Reserved tables should be
reserved early; space is at
a premium. The deadline
to reserve a table is
January 15. Tables seat 10.

VIP Table for 10
people - $500   (Include
steak dinner, two bottles of

INSIDE: HM Baytown - Annual Mammogram

By Jarrett Murray

The San Jacinto Mall
hosted its “Merry Last
Christmas” event on Sat-
urday December 14th
from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m. to
commemorate 38 years of
memories with one last
Christmas celebration.
With construction and
the redevelopment of the
shopping center under-
way, this event gave par-
t i c i p a n t s  o n e  l a s t
opportunity to celebrate
Christmas with the mall.

The event included a
giveaway for the first 100
people in line, face paint-
ing, a balloon artist, San-
ta Claus, and even a
performance from the
Goose Creek ISD Sterling
Swing Choir .  Crowd
members reminisced by
sharing some of their
fondest memories at the
mall over the microphone
for all to hear. Later in
the day, Santa Claus did
a reading of ‘Twas the
Night Before Christmas
for the children. Some of
the final shops remaining
were open for holiday
shopping during the
event as well. Girl Scout

Merry Christmas from the residents of Brighter Days Assisted Living in Dayton

A Merry Last Christmas from the San Jacinto Mall
Troop 6021 was present
during the event, offering
gift wrapping services to
help fund their 2020
United Kingdom trip.

The event closed with
commemorative bricks
from the Mall given away
in a raffle. San Jacinto
Mall is permanently clos-
ing its doors on January
5th, 2020. Some stores
are expected to open in
Fall 2020 as San Jacinto
Marketplace is in devel-
opment. Goose Creek ISD Sterling Swing Choir at San Jacinto Mall Last Christmas event

on Saturday, Dec. 14 Photo by Jarrett Murray

Graphic design of new San Jacinto Marketplace

City of Mont Belvieu
Christmas Lights

Brighter Days Assisted Living
sends Season’s Greetings

Residents in Mont Belvieu and surrounding areas can enjoy City’s Christmas de-
caorations.  See Christmas Tree photo, page 10      Photo by Jarrett Murray

*** *** *** ***

Dear Santa,

How are you and Mrs. Clause doing? I hope you are doing well. I am doing

good in reading I really need to try harder in math. Thank you for the gifts last

year. This year I would like to havea LoL doll’s and I will share it to my friend’s

and I will like to have a alppe watch and I really need it to call my mom when

something goes wrong so pls.

Zoeybeth Valencia, 9 years old

Winners announced
in Dayton Christmas
Tree competition

Winners in the
City of Dayton’s
annual Christ-
mas Tree Compe-
tition were
announced this
week after the
votes were tallied
at the city’s
Spirit of Christ-
mas event.

Area organiza-
tions, individuals
and groups
decorate the
trees, which are
on display at the
Dayton Commu-
nity Center.
Participants are
asked to provide
a donation
amount of their
choice. All
donations go
towards the
Liberty County
Bike for Kids
program which
provides Christ-
mas assistance to
Liberty County
families.

Six judges and
273 public votes
determined the
winning trees:

Most Unique,
Best Themed,
Most Extreme &
Peoples Choice
Trees.

Special thanks
go out to the
events top donor,
Dayton Electric.

The trees will
be on display
throughout the
rest of the year.

Thank you
Dayton Electric
for being top
donor.

-Most Unique Tree: Pct. 4 Consta-
ble Robby Thornton.

Best Themed Tree: Pct. 4 Com-
missioner Leon Wilson.

Most Extreme & Peoples Choice
Trees: HellRaisers (Winners in
both categories).

See Boots & Bullets,
PAGE 8
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Season’s  GreetingsSeason’s  Greetings

from thefrom the

HighlandsHighlands

Volunteer  F ireVolunteer  F ire

DepartmentDepartment

Harvey L i t t le ,  F i re  ChiefHarvey L i t t le ,  F i re  ChiefHarvey L i t t le ,  F i re  Chief
Stat ion 17 -  123 San Jacinto  St .Stat ion 17 -  123 San Jacinto  St .Stat ion 17 -  123 San Jacinto  St .

Highlands,  Texas 77562Highlands,  Texas 77562Highlands,  Texas 77562
281 -843 -2466281 -843 -2466281 -843 -2466

GCEFCU Helps Goose Creek
CISD With Toys for Tots
donation to Faith Family Church

Highlands Jr. wins District
One Act Play Festival

for the project. Sponsors
shop for the clothing and
gift wrap the items before
delivering them to the
schools.  These sponsors
give to the students with a
joyful and loving attitude.
They are a group of which
we are all very proud.

Share your Christmas
sponsors are Nadine Good-
ney and Theresa Cashion
(Catholic Daughters),

tLetters to Santa t

Christmas in the
Community,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Phile’cid Grant (ZXP),
Andy Scott (Rotary), Jaime
Ruiz (ZXP), Claudia Bird-
song (First Baptist
Church), Nieketta Baptist
(Hopper Counselor), Chris-
sa Teel (Tri-County Con-
struction, Shiela
McDonald (Rotary,) Valerie
Guerra (ZXP), Delene Cot-
ten (Horizons)and Renee
Stripling (Highlands Ele-
mentary counselor).

Gulf Coast Educators Federal Credit Union presents a check to Goose Creek
CISD to help with the district’s partnership with the Toys for Tots project,
organized by Faith Family Church.  Pictured are (from left) Jessica
Rodriguez, GCEFCU business development coordinator; Kyle Ford, GCEFCU
vice president; Pastor Tony Pena with Faith Family Church; Araceli Delacruz,
student services director; Eloy Chapa, assistant superintendent for human
resources; Julia Arceneaux, business development manager and Stella
Gonzalez, student services secretary.      Photo by Carrie Pryor-Newman

Highlands Junior School
celebrates receiving 1st
place in the recent
District UIL One Act Play
Festival. Pictured are
(first row, from left)
Viridiana Nunez,
Madison Collins, Jamie
Finney, Alex Johnson,
(second row, from left)
Landon Trahan, Sofia
Ramirez, Lilyanna Garcia,
Kristine Richards
(third row, from left) Tre
Innocent, Kaylee
Edwards, Ruben
Fernandez, Lexi York,
Omar Moreno, Hunter
Teel, Robert Richard
(Director), (top row,
from left) Rosendo
Escamilla, Ashley
Gamble, Iyanna Guzman
and Cody Mcanally
(Assistant Director).
Medals were presented
to Viridiana Nunez for
Most Outstanding
Technician; Kaylee Edwards, Rosenda Escamilla and Madison Collins for
Honorable Mention All-Star Cast; Sofia Ramirez and Hunter Teel for All-Star Cast
and Ruben Fernandez for Best Actor.

Merry Christmas
From Management & Employees

Food Town
302 S. Main St. Highlands

WHEN WE COUNT OUR BLESSINGS

THIS HOLIDAY, WE THINK OF DEAR

FRIENDS LIKE YOU! THANKS FOR

BEING SO KIND THIS ENTIRE YEAR.

To our customers and friends in
the community,

***

Dear Santa,

I would like some copic markers. I

also want marker paper, a gig

paper, little it’s pet shop and a

marker case. I’ve been good this

year. I help my mom it’s hard for

beign the only parent.

Delilah, 8 years old

***

Dear Santa,

I would like an hoodie. I would

also like a head phones for my

ps4. T have been really good this

year. I changed my phone.

Icanryn Monce, 8 year old

Dear Santa,

How are you and Mrs.

Clause doing? Santa am

I a Bad kid or a good

kid? Thank you for the

toy I want. Santa I want

a bowling pin and a

bowling ball toy.

Jazmine, 9 years old.

***

Dear Santa,

How are you and Mrs.

Clause doing? I am beign

nice to my frins? Thank

you for the Diary I like it?

This year I wood want to

have a Book. So I cam

read The Book? Merry

Christmas.

Greenlie, 9 years old

***

Dear Santa,

How is eveten. I Ben

good Tese yery Thak you

For the Ten Thes yery I

wont A Netonses Anow

p6t.

Raul, 9 years old

***

Dear Santa,

I Well like a Nintendo

swech and a ps5 with

fornite. I was graut.

Marcus Celestine, 9

years old

***

Dear Santa,

How are you and

Mrs. Clause doing? In

school I act good I

make a lot of friends

and get good grades.

Thank you for the

piano last year. I

really liked it. This

year I want head-

phones to have a mic

and maybe some

legos and a ps4. I feel

like I deserve it a little

bit and if you got me

what I wanted for

Christmas I’d be filled

with joy J.

Gabriel Palacios, 8

years old
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Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

What we suffer now
is nothing compared

to the glory He will
reveal to us later

ROMANS 8:18

Siding &
Roof Repairs

Mobile Home Skirting
Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Pride only breeds quarrels,
but wisdom is found in

those who take advice.

Call
GRAFIKSHOP

for printing jobs

713-977-2555

I can do all things
through Christ who

strengthens me.

PHILIPPIANS 4:13

LOVE NEVER FAILS
I Corinthians 13:8

CALL 713-266-3444 FOR A QUOTE TO
REACH MORE THAN 7,000

READERS WEEKLY

Heal me, LORD,
and I will be healed;

save me & I will be saved,
for you are the one I praise

--Jeremiah 17:14

� 1: And it came to pass
in those days, that there
went out a decree from
Caesar Augustus, that all
the world should be taxed.

2: (And this taxing was
first made when Cyrenius
was governor of Syria.)

3: And all went to be
taxed, every one into his
own city.

4: And Joseph also went
up from Galilee, out of the
city of Nazareth, into
Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and
lineage of David:)

5: To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife,
being great with child.

6: And so it was, that, while they were there, the
days were accomplished that she should be
delivered.

7: And she brought forth her firstborn son, and
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in
a manger; because there was no room for them in
the inn.

8: And there were in the same country shep-
herds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their
flock by night.

9: And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon
them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about
them: and they were sore afraid.

10: And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for,
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people.

11: For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

12: And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall
find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying
in a manger.

13: And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and
saying,

14: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward men.

15: And it came to pass, as the angels were
gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds
said one to another, Let us now go even unto
Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to
pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.

16: And they came with haste, and found Mary,
and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.

17: And when they had seen it, they made
known abroad the saying which was told them
concerning this child.

18: And all they that heard it wondered at those
things which were told them by the shepherds.

19: But Mary kept all these things, and pon-
dered them in her heart.

20: And the shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all the things that they had heard
and seen, as it was told unto them.

The Christmas Story
Luke 2:1-20,

King James Version

✯
THOUGHTS  FROM
HILLSIDE  CHURCH

By Dr. Mark Trice

The Rest of the Story
Christmas is coming. I

know; there’s no surprise
here. You knew Christ-
mas was coming back in
October when decorations
and craft items started
hitting the store shelves.
You knew it when the
commercials started
sneaking in even before
Thanksgiving. Still,
Christmas is almost here,
and that’s a good thing.
Why? Because it’s the
time of year that often
makes even those whose
hearts are hardened
toward God stop and
think that maybe there’s
something to the story of
the baby that changed the
world.

The story of Jesus’
birth will be told over and
over again in coming
days. Families and
churches will read it in
their Christmas gather-
ings. People will hear it
on the radio as Christmas
music shares the Word
through both classic and
contemporary lyrics.
People will see it as they
drive by nativity scenes
in front yards. They’ll
even be exposed to the
Christmas story in
commercials and as they
shop, because no matter
how PC this world gets
there will always be
companies that use the
true Christmas story to
boost their sales.

But here’s the deal:
The baby in the manger is
only the beginning of the
story, and Christmas is
our God-given chance, an
open door for us to share
the rest of the story.
Christmas stops people in
their tracks for a mo-
ment, turning their eyes
to this One who came to
change the world. When
they pause, hesitating in
their dash through
increasingly busy lives,
we gain the opportunity
to make a genuine
introduction, to help them
understand who Jesus

Christ really is, and who
He wants to be for them.

Let’s not stop with the
nativity this year; let’s
purpose in our hearts to
share more, to take
people further into the
greatest story ever told.
It’s true that in most
cases we only have that
moment, that instant of
hesitation as the nativity
catches their eyes.
However, a lot can be said
in just a few words, words
like, ÅgIt’s wonderful to
think that any father,
especially God, would ask
his son to be born for
people like us knowing
that he was doing it
specifically so he could
die for us.Åh

That wouldn’t be
enough to give them all of
the answers, but it might
be just what is needed to
make them truly stop, to
inspire them to start
asking the right ques-
tions. Whether they ask
you what you mean or go
to Google for answers,
your brief comment may
be all it takes to trigger a
sincere search and lead
them to that one critical
decision that will make
all the difference in the
rest of their story.

Christmas is a busy,
noisy time, a time of
rushing and laughing and
listening to music that
may or may not get the
message right. In the
midst of the busy-ness
and noise, let’s keep our
eyes and ears open for
opportunities to share the
love that changed our
lives. Let’s remember
God’s purpose in sending
His son, and listen for His
promptings to do our part
in helping others gain a
greater understanding of
what we really mean
when we say, Merry
Christmas!

MyHillsideFamily.com
@MyHillsideFamily

***

Dear Santa,

I’ve been good all year I’ve gotten good grades

and I know That you have been watching me. I know

I’ve been a little bad but I want you To bless the

people in need. I would like a phone. Thank you.

Israel Marin, 9 year old

***

***

Dear Santa,

I would like an new Nintendo swich game the

game Donkong. And a Hoverboard. And a fish. And

do notfall off the roof!!!

Anthony Delgado, 9 years old

***

OBITUARIES
✯

Frank DeMarco

DeMarco, Frank, 87, of
Crosby, Texas, passed
away on Friday, Decem-
ber 13, 2019. Beloved
husband of the late Joan
(nee Powers) DeMarco.
Loving father of Diane
DeMarco & her husband
Dave Manson, Frank
DeMarco, and the late
David DeMarco. Frank
was an Army Veteran
who served in the Korean
War. He was also a proud
Plant Supervisor for
Continental Can Compa-
ny. Friends will be
received Thursday,
December 19, from 9:30
AM-12:30 PM at the
Ippolito-Stellato Funeral
Home, 425 Ridge Road,
Lyndhurst. Funeral Mass
Thursday, 1:00PM, St.

Michael's R.C. Church,
Lyndhurst. Interment
Holy Cross Cemetery.
Send condolences to
stellatofuneralhomes.com

Ippolito Stellato
Funeral Home

425 Ridge Rd
Lyndhurst NJ 07071

(201)438-4664

***

Dear Santa,

I would like some head Phone for my Nintendo Switch. Lost kitteys toys. Clues

for my mom. A gift crad for my mom. For nite shart and I was good for my mom.

Jordan, 8 years old

Behold!
A Child Is Born

The parishioners of St. Jude Thaddeus in
Highlands extend a warm greeting to those

seeking a church to celebrate the birth of
Jesus Christ and share the blessings of

another Nativity celebration.
Parishioners, we are grateful for the support
and encouragement we have received during

this year.

CHRISTMAS
SCHEDULE 2019

MASSES

Christmas Eve
Tuesday, Dec. 24

4:15 pm -- Christmas Carols
5:00 pm -- Vigil Mass

11:15 pm -- Christmas Carols
12:00 am -- Midnight Mass

Christmas Day
Wednesday, Dec. 25

9:00 am English Mass

11:00 am Spanish Mass

New Year’s Eve
Tuesday, Dec. 31

8:30 am English Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass

New Year’s Day
Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2020

8:30 am English Mass

6:30 pm Bilingual Mass

ST. JUDE
THADDEUS
CATHOLIC
CHURCH
800 S. Main
Highlands

281-843-2422
www.stjudehighlands.org

Rev. Jose Mundadan, Pastor
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Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

= Major credit cards accepted =

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

• Mobile Home Skirting

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTOR

✯

38-12

YOUR LOCAL
NEWSPAPERS ARE ON
YOUR SMART PHONE!

Follow local news on the
Internet, on your browser:

starcouriernews.com
northchannelstar.com

Commercial
Printing

Call for a Quote

713-977-2555

✯    A S K    T H E    E X P E R T S     ✯

Goose Creek CISD FFA
students win awards

281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide,

Hospice Services
*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

Goose Creek CISD FFA
students competed in the
recent Gulf Coast District
Leadership Development
Event (LDE) with some
advancing to Area and one
student earning the oppor-
tunity to compete at the
State level. Cassie Rogers,
freshman FFA Creed
Speaker from Ross S. Ster-
ling High School competed
in the State FFA LDE De-
cember 6 at Sam Houston
State University, placing
in the top 24 for Junior
Creed Speaking. There
were 633 entries in this
category from across the
state.

To start out the compe-
titions, students competed
at the Gulf Coast District
LDE at Turner High
School in Pearland ISD.
Goose Creek Memorial
FFA students competed in
Senior Skills (3rd place,
advanced to Area); Junior
Skills (3rd place, advanced
to Area); Junior Quiz (1st
place, advanced to Area);
Ag Advocacy (3rd place,
advanced to Area); Job In-
terview (4th place); Senior
Quiz (6th place); GH Creed
(6th place); Senior Creed;
Public Relations and Radio
Broadcasting.

Stuart Career Tech FFA
students competed in Jun-
ior Creed Speaking (2nd
place, advanced to Area);
Junior Skills (5th place);
Junior Quiz (4th place);
Job Interview (6th Place);
Radio (8th place) and Se-
nior Skills (8th place).

BAYTOWN — (Decem-
ber 13, 2019) — Studies
consistently show the risk
of heart attack increases
during the holidays.
Whether it’s from overin-
dulging at the table, to an
increase in stress and re-
duction in exercise, the
holiday season brings a
virtual shopping list of lif-
estyle choices that can neg-
atively impact your heart
health.

According to Duke Uni-
versity researchers, during
November, December and
January, more people die
from heart attacks than at
any other time of the year.

Nadia Fida, MD, an ad-
vanced heart failure, pul-
monary hypertension and
cardiac transplant cardiol-
ogist and director of the
Heart Failure Clinic at
Houston Methodist Bay-

Goose Creek CISD FFA students participated in recent Leadership Development
Events.

Photo by Carrie Pryor-Newman

Cassie Rogers performs the
FFA Creed at the
dedication of the John D.
George Agriscience Center.
Cassie, a freshman at Ross
S. Sterling High School,
competed in the State FFA
LDE at Sam Houston State
University, placing in the
top 24 for Junior Creed
Speaking from a field of
633 entries.

Robert E. Lee High
School FFA students com-
peted in Ag Issues (3rd
place, advanced to Area);
GH Creed; Job Interview;
Radio; Senior Creed; Se-
nior Quiz and Senior
Skills.

Sterling High School
FFA students competed in
Senior Skills (1st, ad-
vanced to Area); Junior
Creed Speaking (1st, ad-
vanced to Area); Junior
Skills (2nd place, advanced
to Area); Senior Chapter
Conducting (5th place);
Senior Creed Speaking
(4th place); Public Rela-
tions (5th place); Radio
Broadcasting (5th place);
Job Interview (11th place);
Junior Chapter Conduct-
ing (4th place); Junior Quiz
(12th place) and Senior
Quiz.

Students advancing to
the Area III Leadership
Development Events com-
peted November 15 at the
Berry Center in Cypress.
GCM competed in Senior
Skills (7th place); Junior
Skills (6th place); Junior
Quiz (12th place) and Ag
Advocacy (12th place).

Stuart Career Tech FFA
competed in Junior Creed
Speaking (12th place), and
Lee FFA competed in AG
Issues (12th place). Ster-
ling FFA competed in Se-
nior skills (8th place),
Junior Skills (8th place)
and Junior Creed Speak-
ing (2nd place, advanced to
State).

For the 2019 Texas FFA
Leadership Events, there
were 5,418 total entries,
including 701 in Senior
Creed Speaking; 635 in
FFA Broadcasting, 633 in
GH Creed Speaking and
488 in Job Interview.

Texas FFA is a dynamic
youth organization that
makes a positive difference
in the lives of students by
developing their potential
for premier leadership,
personal growth and ca-
reer success through agri-
cultural education.

Avoid Holiday Heart
Health Dangers

town Hospital, says it’s
possible to still enjoy the
holidays while not increas-
ing your risk of heart at-
tack by avoiding four
common dangers associat-
ed with the season.

Too much food and
too little exercise

“Don’t entirely forget
about your healthy life-
style, but a little indul-
gence on special occasions
is generally not a problem,”
Fida said. She suggests
substituting low-fat or
nonfat yogurt for mayon-

Dr. Nadia Fida

naise in dips and dressings
and replacing some of the
bread in your stuffing rec-
ipe with chopped vegeta-
bles. She also recommends
heading to the shopping
center to do some holiday
speed-shopping, or logging
some miles around the
neighborhood or walking
trail.

Too much alcohol and
smoke exposure

Parties can come fast
and furious this time of
year, but drinking too
much alcohol can raise the
level of some fats in the
blood and increase the risk
of high blood pressure, al-
coholism, obesity, stroke,
suicide and accidents. With
more social gatherings
during the holidays, the
opportunities for exposure
to secondhand smoke,
which has been linked to
cardiovascular-related

death and disability, in-
crease.

Stress and anxiety
Whether it’s coping with

family dynamics, traveling,
shopping, cooking, hosting
or attending get togethers
or worrying about holiday
bills, relaxing during the
holidays can be difficult.
“Acute and chronic stress
may contribute to high
blood pressure. Relaxation
techniques like deep
breathing or taking a yoga
class may help alleviate
stress,” Fida said. “Also,
understand your limits
and don’t aim for being
perfect.”

Exposure to germs
Crowded malls, school

plays, indoor parties and
visiting relatives: It’s no
surprise that respiratory
infections like colds and flu
are more common during
this time of year. “People

with heart disease have an
increased risk for dying of
complications from the flu,
so if you haven’t already
gotten a flu shot, be sure
to get one now,” Fida said.

In addition, washing
your hands frequently, get-
ting enough sleep and
making sure other family
members are up to date on
their vaccinations can also
help to cut your risk. If you
do get sick, be careful if you
have high blood pressure
and are taking cold medi-
cines. Decongestants can
raise your blood pressure.

For more information on
steps you can take to im-
prove your heart health,
call 281-837-7587 or visit
houstonmethodist.org/bay-
town to schedule an ap-
pointment with a Houston
Methodist Baytown Hospi-
tal heart specialist.

Boots &
Bullets,
CONTINUED FROM THE PRESS

wine or one bottle of whiskey)
Reserved Table for 10

people - $300 (Include two
bottles of wine or one bottle of
whiskey)

Single Tickets at the door
$15.

All proceeds go to the
Dayton Volunteer Fire
Department, an all-volunteer
organization that proudly
protects an estimated 22,000
people living in an area of 144
square miles.

For more information or to
reserve a table contact:

John Coleman: 936-346-
1584, Tammy Alexander: 936-
641-0100 or David Rodgers:
832-473-9880.
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AUCTION

LAND AUCTION –
25 Acres!
Saturday, February
1st 11AM
3000 Holder Rambo
Dr., Huffman, TX

Perfect for
Development!
BARIGBY.com
800.582.1206

              50-5

LEGAL NOTICES
APPEAR IN THE
HIGHLANDS
STAR CROSBY
COURIER, AND
THE NORTH
CHANNEL STAR.
CALL 713-266-
3444 FOR MORE
INFO.

HIGHLANDS:
Library
Food Town
Community Center
Backdraft Restaurant
Woodforest Bank
Exxon Station
Shell station
Chevron Station
Post Office (outside)

CROSBY:
Library
Post Office
Community Center
Race Track
Arlan’s Market
Community Bank (2)

Woodforest Bank
Hungry Jack’s
Dr. Roach
Chevron Station
Confections
Coffee Shop
Mobil Station
Newport package
store
CRCU

HUFFMAN
Exxon Station
Community Bank
Texaco Station
Donut Shop
Valero Station

Where can I pick up a Star-Courier?

www.facebook.com/
StarCourier
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City of Mont Belvieu
Christmas Tree,
CONTINUED FROM THE PRESS

Photo by Jarrett Murray
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tLetters to Santa t
***

Dear Santa,

I would like Boxy

girls. I would also like

Beare Stuff. I have been

really good this year. I

cleaned my room and I

did my cloths and hang

up my cloths and I did

my bed and a American

fridge and American

baker and mini Back-

Packs for my dolls.

Ilany, 9 years old

***

Dear Santa,

I’ve been a excellent

student. I have been

helping other people. But

what I’m gonna tell you

is not for me it’s for all

the homeless people.

They are on the street

cold with very little to eat

or clothes to wear. So

please Santa help them.

Daniela Vallejo, 9

years old

***

Dear Santa,

I would like an hover

board I would also like a

phone case for my phone

have been really good

this year. I was a good

boy this year kept my

room clean.

Aiden Gonzalez Pet, 9

years old

***

Dear Santa,

I have been a little

naughty but I will do

better. Although I did

very well on my last

report card. I know I can

do better. All I want for

Christmas is for you to

help the homeless people

get shelter and food.

Alina Cavazos, 9

years old

***

Turner Chevrolet Year End Close Out Event


