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281-328-4377
TurnerChevroletCrosby.com

THU. JAN. 16
Crosby Chamber
Luncheon
Monthly luncheon,
Thursday, January 16,
2020 from 11:30 a.m. -
1:00 p.m. at
Stonebridge at
Newport. Speaker
Richard Robbins with
the United States
Census 2020.

TUE. JAN. 21
Congressman
Babin at Rotary
Congressman Brian
Babin will speak at the
Rotary luncheon at
12pm at Highlands
Methodist Church.
Public welcome.

WED. JAN. 22
Community Con-
versations
From 7:30 - 9:30 am at
Sterling Municipal
Library, 1 Mary Elizabeth
Wilbanks Ave., Baytown.
Hosted by United Way
of Greater Baytown Area
& Chambers County.
Your opinion counts.
Let’s Chat! See ad, page
8 for details.

SAT. FEB. 1
Highlands Rotary
Club Chili Feast
Raffle & Auction at St.
Jude’s Catholic Church,
808 S. Main St.,
Highlands. 11:00 a.m. -
3:00 p.m. Live auction
12:30 p.m. Raffle tickets
$100.

BIRTHDAYS
Jan 16--Connie Williams

Aleta Bennett
James Dammon
Patsy Dammon

Jan 17--Meledy Oviedo
Jaxson Matthew Boyd

Jan 18--Sharon T. Walker
Gabe Welsh

Jan 19--Hanah Hildebrand
Cullen Gleason
Lacy Robinson

Jan 20--Gary Langham
Brenda Weber

Jan 21--Ted Bloom
James Mills, Sr.
Debra Shields

Jan 22--Linda Craig
Vernon Hassell
Richard McKinney
Reynaldo Perez
Kristi Simmons
Kathy Zadrapa Stuart
James Walker
Beth Wotipka

Additions or Corrections
are welcome: 713-266-
3444

Community Conversations
page 8

Turner Chevrolet
page 8

Sterling White Cemetery
page 5

AUTO & HOME INSURANCE
Jeremy Rosenkranz, State Farm Agent

440 S. Main Street, Highlands, TX 77562
281-426-3512

www.jeremyrosenkranz.com

Westbound side of the I-10
bridge reopens to traffic

New health center opens in Barrett Station

See New Health Center, P. 8

Tickets now available for
Rotary Chili Feast on Feb. 1st

Highlands Rotarians display a new silver Chevrolet Equinox SUV that is one of the
16 prizes ticket holders can win at the 45th Annual Rotary Chili Feast. The event
will be held at St. Jude’s Social Hall at 808 S. Main Street in Highlands, on Saturday,
Feb. 1 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Winner of the Raffle will have a choice of 3 vehicles
from Turner Chevrolet, a Colorado Pick-up, a Chevy Camaro, or the Equinox shown
above, with Jacob Perez from Turner. Tickets are $7 for chili only, or $100 for a
chance to win the big prizes. Tickets are on sale from all Rotarians, or call 281-
426-3558. Only 700 tickets are sold, so winning odds are quite good.

TxDOT has re-opened the westbound side of the I-10 Bridge over the San
Jacinto river, which was damaged by a barge strike last September during
the tropical storm Imelda. The entry ramp from Crosby-Lynchburg Road
was also reopened. All 3 eastbound lanes are scheduled to return to normal
after realignment work is completed next weekend. TxDOT contractors
had to build new support columns under the bridge to replace those
damaged due to the barge strike.

Bizarre murder
on New Year’s

BARRETT STATION – A
teenager has been charged
in a stabbing murder of a
teenager that was lured to
his death by the suspect’s
girlfriend’s text.

Christopher Coronado,
17, is charged with capital
murder in the death of Ed-
uardo Fernando Castro, 18.
Castro, a C.E. King High
School student was found
dead early New Year’s Eve
in the 12,200 block of Saint
Francis.

Coronado was arrested
without incident Sunday at
his home around 1:15 a.m.
Sunday evening, Coronado
stood before a judge to hear
the charges brought against
him. Prosecutors read many
witness statements detail-
ing the gory incidents of the
slaying. Witnesses described
Coronado’s behavior short-
ly after the murder as “skip-
ping in the street and
laughing.” Coronado was
been booked into Harris
County Jail in lieu of a
$150,000 bond.

Following a bloody trail
from Castro’s body to a near-
by trailer home, with blood
stained walls in a bedroom,
kitchen and living room,
detectives saw a bizarre
murder had been committed

and described as conceived
and executed with the help
of Coronado’s girlfriend. She
has not been named and as
yet has not been charged.

She described barely
knowing Castro, having ca-
sually met him about one
year ago. She relayed that
he had texted her about a
meeting of the two of them.
Coronado’s girlfriend
showed Castro’s  text to
Coronado. Coronado decid-
ed to lure the victim to the
trailer in which the couple
were staying.

The girlfriend was with
Castro in the trailer when
Coronado burst in with a
knife. A fight resulted that
went into the street. Castro
collapsed in the street, shirt-
less, in a pool of blood.

That was too much for
our fem fatal, she fled the
scene to a nearby home. She
told the resident, an associ-
ate of Coronado, that he had
just killed someone. The res-
ident then accompanied the
girlfriend to meet Coronado
at a bridge in the neighbor-
hood, according to prosecu-
tors. They found Coronado,
his face smeared with blood,
holding an orange handled,
blood stained knife with
three cell phones.

Members of the Chambers family, Precinct 2 Employees, Adrian Garcia Umair Shah, Justice Lucia Bate,
Community leaders and members of the Barrett family cut the ribbon to open the clinic.

BARRETT STATION – Har-
ris County Public Health and
Commissioner Adrian Garcia
are bringing health services to
this historic community in East
Harris County.

Residents will now have ac-
cess to the new Health & Well-
ness Center at the Riley
Chambers Community Center.
The historic community, found-
ed in 1889 by Harrison Barrett,
a former slave, has more than
5,000 residents and has limit-
ed medical or preventative
health services in the commu-
nity.  The closest ones are sev-
eral miles away.

 “Residents in Precinct 2 do
not have quick access to these
type of facilities. This year, I am

Rotary presents prestigious
Paul Harris awards

The highest honor for a Rotarian is to receive a Paul Harris
award, named for the founder of Rotary. Club members,
past presidents and those who financially support Rotary
International at a high level are eligible. Receiving this award
for multiple donations recently were Weston Cotten, Teresa
Martin, Robert Woodall, and Diana Weaver. Club president
Sheila Mcdonald, at left, presented the awards.
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281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide,

Hospice Services
*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

✯      C O M M U N I T Y    N E W S   ✯

Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2018 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: cri.tax.jhinson@gmail.com

Maximum Tax Savings

✯
LETTERS

FROM THE
CONSTABLE

By Pct. 3 Constable Sherman Eagleton

The Harris County
Precinct 3 Constable’s
Office, a Texas law
enforcement agency
recognized through the
International Chiefs of
Police-Texas Best
Practices Recognition
Program, welcomes
2020. Another year is
behind us. As we enter
2020, we reflect on this
past year and move
towards greater accom-
plishments.  In 2019,
we moved to create the
program CASA (Con-
stable Assisting Senior
Adults). CASA caters
to our Spanish speak-
ing community and is
the counterpart to the
R U OK program.
Since CASA’s creation
in July, the program
has over 100 partici-
pants and R U OK has
over 300 participants.
These programs cater
to the senior citizens in
our community. Other
community services
include almost 6000
contacts made in the
Meet the Officer/
Citizen efforts.

Patrol accomplish-
ments include over
11,000 neighborhood
and contract checks, as
well as 700 vacation
watch checks, ensuring
proactive patrol of the
community.  With 204

Welcome 2020
vehicles reported
stolen, 187 stolen
vehicles were recov-
ered. Our patrol
division operates 24
hours a day, 7 days a
week, 356 days a year
to protect our commu-
nities.  They also
provide excellent
performance in manag-
ing calls, traffic inci-
dents and ensuring the
safety of others.

Precinct 3 continues
to progress with
training. In addition to
mandatory state
requirement, leader-
ship training, contin-
ues on a monthly basis
in order to ensure the
highest quality train-
ing for our deputies
and supervisors.
Additional training
includes in excess of
over 20,000 hours of
police and tactical
training.

The past year
brought the creation of
a new assessment
program for superviso-
ry promotions. The
school resources
officers participated in
active shooter training
regularly to ensure the
continued protection of
our children and the
schools they attend.

The Crime Interdic-
tion Unit (CIU) exhib-
its progressive success
in seizures and arrests.
Through numerous
hours of covert surveil-
lance, the unit recov-
ered 78 weapons, 68
pounds of heroin and
over 200 pounds of
methamphetamine.
Recovery of other
narcotics include
cocaine, heroin, crack
and marijuana.  Over
150 search and arrest
warrants were execut-
ed in the quest of
keeping members of
the community safe.

The Warrants
Division took in over
eight-hundred thou-
sand dollars, which is a
three hundred percent
(300%) increase from
the previous year.

Harris County
Precinct 3 Constable’s
Office continues to
work for the better-
ment of the community
it serves. As we reflect
on 2019, and move
towards a new year,
you have our commit-
ment to continue to
serve you with the
highest integrity and
professionalism in this
new year.  Welcome
2020!

Garcia also plans to
participate in Press
Conference Tuesday
Morning at Catholic
Charities

Harris County, TX—
Late in the afternoon Fri-
day Texas Governor Greg
Abbott announced that
Texas would become the
first state in the U.S. to re-
ject any additional refu-
gees under President
Trump’s policy to allow in-
dividual states to deter-
mine whether to continue
to accept them. Using the
excuse that, in his opinion,
the Federal Government’s
lack of Immigration Re-
form is to blame, Abbott is
placing D.C. orthodoxy
ahead of our shared Texas
values -- by arguing that
Texas “Texas cannot con-
sent,” to refugee resettle-
ment this fiscal year, he
said.

Harris County Commis-
sioner Adrian Garcia con-
demns the decision by the
Governor and issues the
following statement:

“Harris County has a
long and storied history of
accepting refugees into our
community. Refugees liv-
ing here have contributed
in countless ways and have
helped our county become
the diverse, vibrant place
in which we love to live and
work. This cruel decision
by Governor Abbott to
make Texas the only state
in the union to deny refu-
gees from resettling here is
not only disappointing; it
does not represent who we
are as Texans.”

“Texas is a can-do state.
We call on the Governor to
reconsider this reprehensi-
ble decision.”

“I also echo the words of
Pope Francis, who said re-
cently of refugees, ‘we can-

not remain insensitive, our
hearts deadened, before
the misery of so many in-
nocent people. We must not
fail to weep. We must not
fail to respond.’ I ask that
the Governor reflect on the
Pope’s comments during
his next attendance at
Mass.”

Commissioner Adrian
Garcia on Gov. Abbott
decision to deny refugees

Commissioner Adrian
Garcia

Goose Creeek CTE Department
hosts 8th annual Career Night

Goose Creek CISD Ca-
reer and Technical Educa-
tion Department will host
its 8th Annual Career
Night Thursday, January
16, 2020, from 6-8 p.m. at
Goose Creek Memorial
High School. Open to all
students, parents and com-
munity members, this
event is designed to pro-
vide Baytown youth with
an opportunity to meet
professionals from a vari-
ety of career fields as well
as representatives from

high school, post-second-
ary education programs
and technical schools to
help students and parents
learn the pathway to a suc-
cessful career of their
choice, all in one location!
This is also our biggest
event to showcase GC-
CISD CTE programs as
well. Come out and join us!

Transportation will be
provided to Goose Creek
Memorial High School for
students and parents from
Ross S. Sterling High

School and Robert E. Lee
High School. Buses will
leave RSS and REL at 5:30
p.m. and return to the
schools at 8 p.m.

 Community members,
business and industry rep-
resentatives, and district
employees may sign up to
volunteer and participate
by registering at http://
www.gccisd.net/cte.

SeeAnnual Career
Night, Page 5
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Goss
Library
events

These are the events
taking place at the Sam
and Carmena Goss
Memorial Branch Library
the week of Monday,
January 20, 2020.

•Tuesday, January 21 -
10:00 am, Baby & Me (ages
0-24 mos)

•Thursday, January 23
- 5:00 pm, Tween Craft -
Canvas Art (ages 7-11)

•Thursday, January 23
- 5:00 pm, Adult Book Club
discussing "Tony's Wife"
by Adriana Trigiani (ages
18 & up)

•Friday, January 24 -
10:30 am & 2:00 pm,
Storytime (ages 0-5 yrs)

Sam and Carmena
Goss Memorial Library,
Mont Belvieu

(281) 576-2245

Jones
Library
events

•January 23rd from
4:30-5:30 PM we will be
hosting a 3 little pigs
event. We will have three
piglets joining us at the
library. Their owner will
give a short presentation.
The children can meet the
pigs and take a selfie. We
will also be reading a story
and creating a craft.

•January 29th we will
be hosting a 1920's double
feature in the community
center. We will be showing
the 1974 and the 2013
versions of the literary
classic; The Great Gatsby.
This event will be held
from 3:00 PM - 8:30 PM in
the community center. Due
to our licensing we cannot
share the name of the
movies we will be
showing. In the poster
provided we have cut off
the names on the images.

Jones Public Library,
801 S Cleveland St Ste A,
Dayton, TX 77535. 936-258-
7060

Boots and
Bullets Event

Benefitting the Dayton
Volunteer Fire
Department. The event will
take place January 25, at 6
pm at the Dayton
Community Center,
featuring live music and
dancing, silent and live
auctions and raffles.

VIP tables, which
include a steak dinner, and
wine or whiskey of choice,
and Reserved tables
should be reserved early;
space is at a premium.
Tables seat 10.

VIP Table for 10
people - $500   (Include
steak dinner, two bottles of
wine or one bottle of
whiskey)

Reserved Table for 10
people - $300 (Include two
bottles of wine or one
bottle of whiskey)

Single Tickets at the
door $15.

All proceeds go to the
Dayton Volunteer Fire
Department, an all-
volunteer organization that
proudly protects an
estimated 22,000 people
living in an area of 144
square miles.

For more information
or to reserve a table
contact:

John Coleman: 936-
346-1584, Tammy
Alexander: 936-641-0100 or
David Rodgers: 832-473-
9880.

BAYTOWN — (January
8, 2020) — With flu season
in full force, the Houston
Methodist Primary Care
Group clinics in Baytown
and Mont Belvieu provide
convenient scheduling that
allows their expertly
trained primary care pro-
viders to offer diagnosis
and treatment of a wide
range of conditions, includ-
ing cold and flu.

From standard check-
ups to advanced treatment
of complex illnesses, Hous-
ton Methodist’s board-cer-
tified physicians put your
family’s health at the cen-
ter of everything they do.
The skilled primary care
doctors work with you to
manage chronic illnesses,
such as diabetes, high
blood pressure, asthma
and more.

The Houston Methodist
Primary Care Group’s
Baytown Clinic is located
at 1677 W. Baker Road,
suite 2701 in Houston
Methodist Baytown Hospi-
tal’s Outpatient Center. It
is staffed by physicians
Greg Terry, MD, Irfan Dad-
abhoy, MD and Pooja
Kulkarni, MD.

The Mont Belvieu clin-

January 7, 2020 at Lee
College, Baytown, TX, im-
mediate past LC president,
Dr. Dennis Brown, pre-
sented an award to David
R. Brumbelow.  It was in
recognition for his serving
as Baptist Student Minis-
try Director at LC for 28
years (since 1992).  Dr.
Brown also commended
the churches of the San Ja-
cinto Baptist Association
that brought the meals,
and the spiritual guidance
the BSM has provided
through the years.  The oc-
casion was the Convoca-
tion of administration,
professors and staff gath-
ered to prepare for the new
year and to present the
new president, Dr. Lynda
Villanueva.  The award

Dayton’s Boy Scout
Troop 8, part of the Three
Rivers Council 578, Trini-
ty District, will ceremoni-
ously retire over 1,000 on
January 25, at 10 am.

The troop’s senior patrol
leader, Christopher Lewis,
will be Master of Ceremo-
nies for the flag retirement
ceremony, which will take
place at THE CROSS-
ROADS, located at 111 N.
Church St. Parking and ac-
cess to the plaza is located
on Cook Street, and in the
City Hall parking lot (117
Cook St.)

The flags, which were
collected in the Crossroads
Plaza flag box will be re-
tired according to the Unit-
ed States Flag Code, which
dictates that "the flag,
when it is in such condition
that it is no longer a fitting
emblem for display should
be destroyed in a dignified
way, preferably by burn-
ing." The Boy Scout of
America Handbook states:
“A national flag that is
worn beyond repair may be
burned in a fire. The cere-

BAYTOWN — (January
10, 2020) — Vowing to lose
weight in the year ahead
is the primary New Year’s
Resolution for millions of
Americans, but studies
show very few people are
ultimately successful in
their pursuit of shedding
pounds and improving
their health.

According to a Harris
Online survey, losing
weight (21 percent), fol-
lowed by improving financ-
es and exercising more
(both 14 percent) are the
most common resolutions,
but the survey indicates
that merely 46 percent of
Americans are successful
in their efforts to stick to
the plan after just six
months.

Losing weight can be
much more than simply a
vanity issue. Conditions
related to obesity include
diabetes, heart disease,
high blood pressure, ob-
structive sleep apnea,
asthma and lipid disor-

Lee College awards David Brumbelow
read:

“With Our Greatest Ap-
preciation, We Hereby
Present, David Brumbelow

For your unwavering
support and unrelenting
guidance that has helped
in leading our path to God.

You are being honored
with much Love, Appreci-
ation, and infinite Grati-
tude.

“I will instruct you and
teach you in the way you
should go.” -Psalm 32:8
Lee College”

 In receiving the award,
Brumbelow thanked Lee
College for this honor, and
their gracious welcoming
of him and the Baptist Stu-

David Brumbelow receices awards from past Lee College president Dr. Dennis
Brown.

See Award, page 6

Dayton Scout Troop to
retire over 1000 Flags

mony should be conducted
with dignity and respect
and the flag burned com-
pletely to ashes.”

Flags can also be retired
by cutting the flag, avoid-
ing the tearing of the blue
star field. Once, the flag is
cut, it is no longer an offi-
cial flag and can be dis-
posed of.

The Crossroads Plaza
flag box is a collaborative
project between the scout
troop, the Dayton En-
hancement Committee and
the City of Dayton. Anyone
who has a worn American
flag is encouraged to drop
it off in the box for proper
disposal.

The public is invited to
attend and learn more
about proper handling of
the American flag, and the
local BSA troop, which has
produced 15 local Eagle
Scouts, with a 16th scout
to achieve that rank in the
spring.

In case of inclement
weather, the event will be
rescheduled.

Seminar offers help in
sticking to your resolution

Dr. Laura Choi Dr. Kendell Sowards

ders. But help is available
if you are dealing with
weight-related health
problems and are unable to
lose pounds on your own by
eating healthier and get-
ting more exercise.

Houston Methodist Bay-
town Hospital hosts a free
Bariatric Surgery Seminar
on Thursday, January 16
that will offer information
to Baytown area residents
seeking to lose weight in
2020. The seminar will be

hosted by bariatric sur-
geons Dr. Laura Choi and
Kendell Sowards, MD and
will include information on
ways to resolve weight-re-
lated medical conditions.
They will discuss how los-
ing weight can help reduce
the risk of developing cer-
tain types of cancer, break

See Weight Manage-
ment Seminar, Page 6

Primary Care clinics provide
convenient scheduling

ic, located at 8608 N. Hwy.
146, suite 600, is staffed by
Dinara Abdueva, MD,
Eleazar Flores, MD and
Sanjeeda Jabeen, MD. This
clinic provides same day
appointments for treat-
ment of numerous condi-
tions including:

•Allergies

•Acne
•Cold or flu
•Cold sores
•Coughs
•Diarrhea
•Dizziness
•Fevers
•Headaches
•Heartburn
•Joint sprains
•Minor skin infections
•Pink eye or red eyes
•Nausea/vomiting
•Rashes
•Sinus infections
•STD testing
•Sore throats
•Styes
•Sunburns
•Upper respiratory in-

fections
•Urinary tract infec-

tions
•Vaginal yeast infec-

tions

To schedule an appoint-
ment at the Baytown Pri-
mary Care Clinic, call
832-556-6670. To schedule
an appointment at the
Mont Belvieu Primary
Care Clinic, call 832-556-
6936.

About Houston Methodist
Baytown Hospital

Houston Methodist Bay-
town Hospital has provid-
ed Baytown and east
Harris, Liberty and Cham-
bers counties with quality
medical care since opening
its doors in 1948. The hos-
pital has grown through-
out the years with the
community, providing com-
prehensive care at all stag-
es of life. As a health care
leader, the hospital is
proud to have a fully inte-
grated residency program
focused on educating and
inspiring future practitio-
ners. Today, Houston
Methodist Baytown pro-
vides some of the most ad-
vanced and innovative
procedures while never
wavering from its focus on
compassionate and pa-
tient-centered care.
Houstonmethodist.org/
baytown.

On
Thurs-
day,
January
23, 2020
at 9:00
a.m.
Judge
Lucia
Bates will
unveil the
State of
Texas
Seal in
her
court-
room
located at
701 W. Baker Rd., Baytown, TX 77521.

Judge Lucia Bates was elected to serve Harris
County Justice of the Peace Pct. 3 Place 2. On
January 1, 2019 she was sworn into office. This
year has been a transitional year and her office has
undergone several upgrades and renovations to
better serve the people. Within her first year she
adopted new programs and attended community
events throughout Harris County. She hosted and
conducted various workshops and webinars to
serve and educate the community in the courtroom.

In 2020 she is committed to continue serving
justice and dedicated to public and community
service. She looks forward to building relationships
and collaborating with various organizations to
better serve the public.

Please join her as she unveils the State of Texas
Seal.

Judge Lucia Bates to
unveil State of Texas Seal
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✯      O P I N I O N    P A G E    ✯

STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

✯

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯Social
Security
Matters

by AMAC Certified Social Security Advisor Russell Gloor
Association of Mature American Citizens

“Unexpected
Cowboy”

I want to start out by
making it clear that I have
nothing against cowboys.

One of the new develop-
ments in my life is that I
recently got a manager, Bob,
to book performances of my
writing. I’ve never had a
manager before, so I didn’t
know what to expect. But Bob
is a wonderful fellow. He says
he thinks of the folks he
represents as family—which is
something a lot of people say,
but I get the feeling Bob
actually means it. So, I was
eager to keep Bob happy. But
then he suggested I perform
with a cowboy.

“Carrie, I know this is a
crazy idea, but I want you to
think about it!” Bob said.

“I will,” I said (wondering,
as I said it, if I actually would).

Actually, I like cowboy
culture a lot. But I don’t know
a thing about it. I don’t write
cowboy poetry. I don’t know
how to use a lariat. (I only
have the vaguest idea what a
lariat is, to be perfectly
honest.) I have a couple pair
of cowboy boots, but the last
time I was on a horse was a
several decades ago. Simply
put, I have no cowboy
credentials. So, when Bob
suggested I perform with a
cowboy singer, I was more
than skeptical—I thought it
was a dumb idea.

But then I remembered this
promise I’d made not to say,
“no.”

You see, most of my life
I’ve followed the prevailing
advice that says a person
should have specific and
detailed goals. But then my
life fell apart. After both my
husband and my company
dumped me, I realized that I
actually knew very little about
who I was or what it was I
wanted out of life going
forward.

I tried to start over again: I
tried to create the kind of
detailed dreams I had dreamt
when I was in my twenties, but
then a few things happened to
change my mind.

First, I noticed that most of
the really interesting things
that were happening to me
had not happened because I
planned them. They happened
by chance.

The second thing was that I
realized there wasn’t a lot of
time. Whatever it was that I
still wanted to do in my life, I
would be well-advised to get
going because I’d been
running the meter for a while
by now.

The third thing was that I
met my best girlfriend, Angel,
who served as my unpaid life
coach and constantly
reminded me how important it
was to say, “yes,” even when
“no” was much easier to say—
perhaps especially then.

The fourth thing that
happened was that Angel
died.

Angel died too young and
she died only after a colossal
fight—because there was still
so much she wanted to do. It
was then I realized—when I
really understood—that the
micromanaging style I’d used
to plan my life had outrun its
usefulness. It was time to let
my dreams evolve. It was time
to go with the current. It was
time to simply say, “yes” to the
universe and be prepared for
the ride.

So, that’s what I’ve been
trying to do… with occasional
success. I like to know what’s
going to happen next, so this
is a huge challenge for me.
Then—just when I think I’m
sort of getting the hang of it—
my manager, Bob, suggests I
perform with a cowboy. I can
hear Angel laughing now.

I’ll be performing next week
in New York City with a
cowboy. Wish me luck.

Till next time,
Carrie

Carrie Classon’s memoir is
called, “Blue Yarn.” Learn
more at CarrieClasson.com.

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg
Abbott last week convened
the quarterly meeting of
his Domestic Terrorism
Task Force at the state
Capitol.

"We must work togeth-
er to develop meaningful
solutions to fully eradicate
domestic terrorism in the
Lone Star State,” Abbott
said in explaining the pur-
pose of the meeting. "Just
as domestic terrorism
takes many forms, this
task force is committed to
developing comprehensive
and evolving defense
strategies to ensure a safe
and secure future for ev-
ery Texan," Abbott added.

Abbott’s office said the
task force analyzed pre-
vention strategies against
domestic terrorism in the
form of cyber attacks and
discussed the importance
of good “cyber hygiene.”

Task force members in-
clude Abbott, Lt. Gov. Dan
Patrick, House Speaker
Dennis Bonnen, Texas At-
torney General Ken Pax-
ton and other
high-ranking state, coun-
ty and federal officials.

DPS releases
reports

On Jan. 7, the Texas
Department of Public
Safety released two re-
ports: the 58-page "Assess-
ing the Mass Attacks
Threat to Texas" and the
49-page "Texas Domestic
Terrorism Threat Assess-
ment."

In releasing the docu-
ments, DPS Director
Steven McCraw said it is
critical to evaluate public
safety vulnerabilities. To
further its mission in pre-
venting acts of violence
and terrorism, the DPS is
urging Texans to report
suspicious activity to their
local law enforcement or
through the iWatchTexas
program, a system that
captures and connects po-
tential criminal, terroris-
tic or school safety-related
threats.

Both reports are avail-
able online at
dps.texas.gov/news.htm.

Disaster is declared
Drought conditions

have caused a state of di-
saster in 17 Texas coun-
ties, Gov. Greg Abbott
declared on Jan. 3. The
declaration applies to the

 Governor’s domestic
terrorism task force
meets at Capitol

counties of Bandera, Bell,
Blanco, Burnet, Karnes,
Kendall, Kinney, Llano,
Maverick, McCulloch, Me-
dina, Real, Uvalde, Val
Verde, Williamson, Zapa-
ta, and Zavala.

Significantly low rain-
fall and prolonged dry con-
ditions continue to
increase the threat of
wildfire and pose an immi-
nent threat to public
health, property, and the
economy.

In the declaration, the
governor authorizes the
use of all necessary avail-
able resources of state
government and its polit-
ical subdivisions.

Injury statistics
posted

The Texas Department
of Insurance on Jan. 3 re-
ferred to U.S. Bureau of
Labor Statistics data
showing there are more
workers in shopping malls
and retail outlets that get
sick and injured than in
any other private industry
sector in Texas.

An estimated 33,200 re-
tail workers in Texas suf-
fered a job-related illness
or injury in 2018, as com-
pared to 12,300 in con-
struction, 17,700 in
transportation and 20,400
in manufacturing, accord-
ing to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics.

About 25% of these in-
juries required Texas re-
tail workers to lose a day

of work, while about 5% of
the injuries required em-
ployees to lose 31 days or
more of work.

The median time off for
injured retail workers in
Texas was five days.
“There are more retail
workers in the state get-
ting injured than employ-
ees in construction,
transportation or even on
factory floors,” said Chris
D’Amura, director of
workplace safety at the
Texas Department of In-
surance, Division of Work-
ers’ Compensation.

“We’re seeing a lot of re-
tail workers with sprains,
strains, tears and overex-
ertion. According to the
U.S. Occupational Safety
and Health Administra-
tion, the longer workdays,
expanded schedules and
irregular shifts can nega-
tively affect the mental
and physical health of re-
tail workers,” D’Amura
said.

“When you add less
sleep and more crowd
stress, it’s not surprising
we start seeing more acci-
dents. Falls from ladders,
slips on floors and trips
over boxes and equipment
were cited among the most
common causes of injuries
in the retail industry.
Overexertion due to lift-
ing, lowering and repeti-
tive motion is also a high
cause of injury in retail,"
D'Amura added.

Paxton reacts to
ruling

State Attorney General
Paxton on Jan. 6 wel-
comed the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Fifth Cir-
cuit ruling that parties
protesting the relocation
of Confederate monu-
ments at the University of
Texas do not have stand-
ing to pursue their law-
suit.

“This case was correct-
ly dismissed months ago
for lack of standing, and
we are pleased that the
Fifth Circuit agreed with
our arguments and af-
firmed the district court’s
decision," Paxton said. "As
the court recognized, the
plaintiffs had no legal in-
jury from the university’s
decision to move property
on its campus.”

The bronze statues of
Jefferson Davis, Robert E.
Lee, Albert Sidney
Johnston and John Re-
agan were moved in 2015
and 2017 to the Briscoe
Center for American His-
tory on the university
campus, where the figures
are part of an educational
display.

Dear Rusty: My
question is about the
"restricted application for
spousal benefits only" I
saw referenced in an
article. I will turn 66 in
February and have
applied for my "full
retirement benefit" and
will continue to work full
time. My husband turned
66 this month and has not
yet applied for his
benefits. According to the
Social Security paper-
work sent to us, I will
receive about $1900 a
month and my husband,
who is self-employed,
would only receive $500
to $600. If my husband
claimed "spousal benefits
only" using the restricted
application, would I still
receive my $1900 and he
would receive 50% of that
for an estimated total of
$2850? Doesn't seem to
make sense to me! As you
can see, we must be in
denial of our age and are
not knowledgeable about
Social Security!! Signed:
Inquisitive Senior

Dear Inquisitive:
Based on the amounts
you quoted in your email
(which I assume were
recent estimates from the
Social Security Adminis-
tration), your husband
should claim his own
benefits this month and
then claim his normal
spousal benefit in
February when your
benefits start. Since your
husband has already
reached his full retire-
ment age of 66, his
spousal benefit will be the
full 50% of the benefit you
are entitled to when you
reach your full retirement
age in February.

Although your hus-
band qualifies for and can
submit a “restricted
application for spousal
benefits only” (as de-
scribed in the article you
read), there is little
reason for him to do so
because his own benefit,
even if he delays claiming
it until he is 70, will be
less than his spousal
benefit from your record.
Instead, since his spousal
benefit from you will be
the highest amount he
will ever be eligible for,
he can just claim his own
benefit first and then
claim his regular spousal
benefit to begin when
your Social Security
retirement benefit starts.

Ask Rusty – Can My
Husband use the
“Restricted Application?”

Here’s why:

If your husband’s
current benefit at his full
retirement age (FRA)
would be $600 and he’s
not yet collecting, he
could earn delayed
retirement credits (DRCs)
at a rate of 0.667 per
month of delay (8% per
year of delay). That will
mean his own benefit
would be 32% more at age
70 then he is now eligible
for at his FRA, which
means his maximum
benefit on his own
earnings record will be
$792/month ($600 plus
32%).

The only reason to file
the restricted application
(for which he is eligible
only because he was born
before January 2, 1954) is
to let his own benefit
grow while he collects a
spousal benefit, so he can
switch to his own higher
benefit later. But since
his spousal benefit from
you will be about $950 -
more than the maximum
benefit he can get from
his own record at age 70 -
his most prudent choice
would be to simply claim
his own benefit now and
apply for his normal
spousal benefit to start
when your SS benefit
starts in February. No
need for him to file the
restricted application
because his own benefit
will never be higher than
his spousal benefit. And
just for complete clarity,
your husband collecting
his spousal benefit from
you will not affect your
own Social Security
retirement benefit in any
way.

This article is intended
for information purposes
only and does not repre-
sent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the AMAC
Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by
the National Social
Security Association
(NSSA). NSSA and the
AMAC Foundation and
its staff are not affiliated
with or endorsed by the
Social Security Adminis-
tration or any other
governmental entity. To
submit a question, visit
our website
(amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-
advisory) or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.
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Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

What we suffer now
is nothing compared

to the glory He will
reveal to us later

ROMANS 8:18

Siding &
Roof Repairs

Mobile Home Skirting
Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Call
GRAFIKSHOP
for printing quotes
713-977-2555

I can do all things
through Christ who

strengthens me.

PHILIPPIANS 4:13

LOVE NEVER FAILS
I Corinthians 13:8

CALL 713-266-3444 FOR A QUOTE TO
REACH MORE THAN 7,000

READERS WEEKLY

Huffman ISD students
of all ages are busy finish-
ing up Rodeo Art entries.
For many years, the school
has participated in the
Houston Livestock Show
and Rodeo School Art Pro-
gram and this year is no
exception. Participants
range from Pre-K through
12th grade. The program is
designed to encourage the

By Susan Passmore

Students are always in
need of school supplies, so
Walmart Import Distribu-
tion Center 7042 recently
donated 283,772 items to
Goose Creek CISD schools
through the Goose Creek
CISD Education Founda-
tion. Steve Byford, Wal-
mart general manager, and
Regina Cardona, MCO
manager, coordinated the

Fifth-graders at Bowie Elementary (from left) Kendra Gonzalez, Ja Shawn
Laday, Genesis Hernandez Palma and Xavier Alaniz open a box of topper
erasers donated by Walmart IDC 7042.

Local store donates supplies
to Goose Creek CISD

Travis Elementary students are excited about the supplies their school
received from Walmart IDC 7042 right before the Christmas break.

efforts with Erika Foster,
Goose Creek CISD Educa-
tion Foundation director.

The first donation in
November included topper
erasers, mechanical pen-
cils, zip binders, three-ring
white binders and scissors.
Highlighters and assorted
notebooks comprised the
second donation in Decem-
ber. Rafael Cantu, Goose
Creek CISD warehouse
manager, and the Central
Receiving Department

picked up the items and
delivered them to campus-
es. All elementary schools
received a pallet of topper
erasers, and the other
items were distributed to
different campuses.

“We appreciate Walmart
IDC 7042 for helping us
surprise our students be-
fore the Christmas break
so they were ready to start
off being successful in the
classroom in 2020,” Foster
said.

Huffman ISD students prepare
for 2020 HLSR Art Show

education and apprecia-
tion of our Western heri-
tage. Students create
Western-themed art en-
tries that include paint-
ings, drawings and
sculpture.

This year’s district Ro-
deo Art Show & Open
House theme is “Once
Upon A Time in the Wild

Wild West.” The event is
scheduled for Thursday,
January 16, 2020 from
5:30-7:00 p.m. at Huffman
Elementary School, room
319. All family members
and friends can celebrate
these winning works along
with the student artists.
Winning entries will be on
display at Reliant Center.

Setup has begun for the 2020 Huffman ISD Rodeo Art Show coming up on
Thursday, January 16, 2020. This year’s theme Is “Once Upon a Time in
the Wild Wild West” the poster is being displayed by local supporters
including Huffman Café, Los Compadres, Marsala’s Italian Café and Huddle
House.

Ian DeTorre, now an eighth-grader at Baytown Junior School, tries out a riot
shield and baton last year while discussing career options with representatives
(from left) Stacey LeBlanc, senior warden; Officer Robyn Lacy and Captain Bruce
Katchmark from the Texas Department of Criminal Justice at Goose Creek CISD’s
7th Annual Career Night, held at Robert E. Lee High School. The 8th Annual
Career Night is scheduled for January 16, 2020, at Goose Creek Memorial High
School and is open to the public. Photo by Susan Passmore

Annual Career Night,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

www.starcouriernews.com
www.northchannelstar.com

www.facebook.com/StarCourier

Select Services:
Personal Care
Social Outlings
Respite Care
24 hr. Care

In-Hospital Sitting
Post-Surgical
    Assistance
Pet & Plant Care
Light Housework
Meal Preparation
Transportation

MONICA NELSONMONICA NELSON
COMMUNITY LIASONCOMMUNITY LIASON

346-216-8872346-216-8872
mnelson@sigselect.commnelson@sigselect.com
606 Roll ingbrook Dr. #2G606 Roll ingbrook Dr. #2G

Baytown, TX 77521Baytown, TX 77521
832-695-2328832-695-2328



Star ✯ Courier / Press / North Channel STARPage 6 THURSDAY, JANUARY 16, 2020

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

= Major credit cards accepted =

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

• Mobile Home Skirting

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTOR

✯
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Do you ever wonder if in
our tech-centered world,
we are becoming more dis-
tanced from the human
connection? Every day, we
see so many businesses
turning to software to au-
tomate more and more pro-
cesses and services. Does
this automation mean that
the human connection is
disappearing?

I’ll be the first to admit
that our banks rely on
technology tools to do our
job, from a simple email or
text, to complex commer-
cial loan analysis and loan
closings. Our online bank-
ing platform and mobile
banking apps have been
upgraded with the safest
and most convenient fea-
tures. But I believe that
people still like to deal
with people, to engage hu-
man to human. And while
this is especially true in
the community banking
industry, it is also impor-
tant in most other indus-
tries.

There are benefits to
human interaction

We’ve all heard the po-
tential negative impact on
brain health. (Think about
young people’s addiction to
computer games or even
ask your teenager to forgo
their smartphone for a
day.) Human connection
has the opposite effect on
the brain and is very im-
portant to our overall well-
being. Positive social

HARRIS COUNTY -
January 6, 2020 – Food in-
security is defined as the
limited access or availabil-
ity to nutritional foods, and
is typically an economic
and social indicator of the
community’s health. Two
factors that predict food
insecurities within com-
munities are unemploy-
ment and poverty.
According to a study done
by Houston Food Bank and
Harris County Public
Health, there are approxi-
mately 724,750 food inse-
cure individuals in Harris
County alone.

With Precinct 2 having
one of the hightest rates of
low-income families, food
insecutiy is a common oc-
currence for its residents.
Thus, Commissioner Gar-
cia worked to create an ini-
tiative that will help the
communities suffering
from this issue.

dent Ministry over the
years.  “One of the great
things about America, and
Lee College, is freedom of
speech and freedom of re-

Harris County healthy
food financing initiative
coming to Precinct 2

The Healthy Food Fi-
nancing Initiative (HFFI)
was passed by Commis-
sioners Court on December
3, 2019. This initiative’s
primary purpose is to in-
crease the availability of
fresh and nutritious foods,
including fruits and vege-
tables, all across Harris
County. Some communities
that are most affected by
this are located in Precinct
2, including Aldine, Cros-
by, and North Channel.
The HFFI seeks to provide
funding to support healthy
food retail, nutrition edu-
cation, and urban agricul-
ture throughout the
region.

“I want to help bring
nutrition education into
the families of Precinct 2
for better health,” said
Commissioner Adrian Gar-
cia. “This creates an oppor-
tunity to improve the diets
of our communities and

address an issue that
many of our residents suf-
fer from food insecurity
due to the lack of accessi-
bility to healthy foods,” he
continued.

Providing communities
with nutrition education
and access to fresh fruits
and vegetables promotes
the adoption of healthy
eating behaviors, improves
physical health as well as
economic outcomes. Even
though this initiative has
passed, the Harris County
Community Services De-
partment (CSD) is still
working to announce the
official start date. Once
announced, for-profit and
non-profit organizations
will have to apply for grant
funding from the CSD to
begin the process for their
communities. For more in-
formation, continue to fol-
low up with hcp2.com for
the latest updates.

Award,
CONTINUED FROM THE PRESS

ligion,” he said.  “Through
the years our local church-
es have provided lunch,
good conversation, pre-
sented the gospel, the good
news, of Jesus Christ, and
offered spiritual encour-
agement.”  David also
thanked Dr. Brown and
Melissa Valencia for at-

tending the BSM when
able, and for their out-
standing support.

David R. Brumbelow
also serves as pastor of
Northside Baptist Church,
317 Barbers Hill  Rd.,
H i g h l a n d s ,  T X
nsbchighlands.org.

the cycle of long-term
weight gain and bariatric
(weight loss) surgery op-
tions.

“Surgery is a successful
option for patients who
qualify, but our set of op-
tions include medically su-
pervised diets and
nutritional supplementa-
tion programs as well,”
Choi said.

The rate of obesity in
the U.S. continues to rise,
and with it the negative
implications and financial
costs of conditions attrib-
uted to excess weight. Ac-
cording to the Centers for
Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC), more than
36 percent of adults in the
U.S. are classified as obese,
with the estimated annu-
al medical cost of treating
conditions related to obe-
sity totaling over $150 bil-
lion.

Bariatric surgery proce-
dures restrict the amount
of food you can eat and/or
change the route food
takes through your body so
that less food is absorbed.
The number of Americans

choosing to undergo
weight loss surgery has
grown dramatically over
the last several years. Ac-
cording to the American
Society for Metabolic and
Bariatric Surgery
(ASMBS), over 250,000
Americans undergo bariat-
ric procedures each year.

“Although weight loss
surgery isn’t right for ev-
eryone, learning about it
and talking to your doctor
is the first step in deter-
mining whether it’s right
for you,” Sowards said. “Ad-
vances in technology have
made the procedures safer
and less invasive. We also
offer comprehensive after-
care programs, focusing on
nutritional counseling and
exercise to help you deal
with the physical and emo-
tional changes.”

The Bariatric Surgery
Seminar will be held from
6 p.m. to 7 p.m. in the con-
ference center classroom.
To register, visit
houstonmethodist.org/
events, or call 281-428-
2273.

Weight
Management
Seminar,
CONTINUED FROM THE PRESS

 “Moore for your money”
by Kenneth D. Moore, Pres/CEO Anahuac National Bank

New Year—Renewed Focus
on Human Connections

interaction helps prevent
mental decline as we age.
In addition, studies show
that connecting with oth-
ers has many benefits such
as a boosted immune sys-
tem, improved mental
sharpness, and longer, hap-
pier lives.

More change is com-
ing, be open to new so-
lutions

While people change
slowly, technology changes
rapidly. So, in order to be
successful in the new year
before us, we need to be
open to new solutions. Ap-
plications continue to im-
prove and expand in online
education, credit building
tools, cyber-crime preven-
tion, smart devices and
wearables for increased
productivity, autonomous
vehicles and appliances,
artificial intelligence for
more specialized tasks,
and others. However, al-
ways be aware that with
difficult issues and prob-
lem resolution, nothing is
more reassuring to cus-
tomers than an empathic
human voice and demean-
or. People crave the human
connection while also plac-
ing a high value on conve-
nience so stay open to
technology tools that can
streamline processes and
expedite routine inquiries
and requests.

The human connec-
tion is crucial to a suc-
cessful business

Building a business has
many moving parts: the
business structure, profit-
ability, legal and compli-
ance demands, marketing,
etc. Yet your clients are
people, your team mem-
bers are people. Are you
paying enough attention to
people? How many conver-
sations are you having a
day? How much time are
you spending building re-
lationships? As you grow
your business, don’t forget
about the human connec-
tion. Get out and expand
your network, make new
connections, offer to help
others and don’t be afraid
to ask for help. The energy
you invest in connecting
with people will come back
tenfold.

Here at Anahuac Na-
tional Bank, we find that
that the most basic and
powerful way to connect
with others is to simply lis-
ten. Listening is an easy
place to start in your per-
sonal and professional life
journey and we strive to
live it in every customer
encounter. We wish you all
the best for a happy and
healthy 2020 and please
let us know if we can as-
sist in any way.

Anahuac
National Bank
409-267-3106

Barbers Hill Bank
281-385-6455

Houston, TX - January
6, 2020 - Mayor Pro Tem
Dave Martin made District
E residents aware the City
of Houston has issued a
Notice To Proceed (NTP)
for debris removal servic-
es, specifically large silt de-
posits at the confluence of
the West Fork of the San
Jacinto River and Lake
Houston, commonly re-
ferred to as the "mouth
bar".

The City of Houston,
through its contractor
DRC Emergency Services,
LLC (DRC), will begin me-
chanical dredging of the
mouth bar this week (Jan.
6, 2020). The total cost for
this project is $40 million
dollars, which is funded
through a combination of
City of Houston Harvey Di-
saster dollars provided by
Governor Greg Abbott,
grant dollars from the Tex-
as Water Development
Board (TWDB), and fund-
ing from the Harris Coun-
ty Flood Control
District(HCFCD) Bond
Program.

 DRC will invoice the
City of Houston in accor-
dance with rates estab-
lished and approved by the
city to include final dispos-
al. DRC must comply with
all terms and provisions
established by the Federal
Emergency Management

Dredging starts at Lake Houston
and San Jacinto River

Agency (FEMA) relative to
disaster debris collections,
temporary storage, and fi-
nal disposal. The grant ap-
plication for this project
was submitted to the
TWDB by Harris County
Engineer, John Blount.
Harris County is collabo-
rating closely with
HCFCD, the San Jacinto
River Authority (SJRA),
and the City of Houston on
this crucial project.

 DRC will complete the
scope of work for dredging
activities in two distinct
phases. The first phase will
remove accumulated mate-
rials near and at the
mouth bar on the West
Fork of the San Jacinto
River, and the second
phase will remove accumu-
lated materials in the East
Fork of the San Jacinto
River and other locations
in Lake Houston. During
phase one of this project it
is expected that a mini-
mum of 400,000 cubic
yards (CY) of material will
be removed over twelve
months. Phase two of the
project will consist of: 1)
Harris County completing
hydrographic surveys of
the West Fork of the San
Jacinto River, the East
Fork of the San Jacinto
River, and Lake Houston to
determine dredge materi-
al volumes 2) the City of

Houston advertising and
awarding a dredging con-
tract to the lowest respon-
sive bidder 3) Harris
County designating the
City of Houston as a sub-
recipient for the cost of the
dredging contract. Phase
two will run simultaneous-
ly with Phase One to expe-
dite our activity.

 Additionally, during
phase two of the project
City of Houston, Harris
County, HCFCD, SJRA,
and Coastal Water Author-
ity (CWA) will develop and
execute a plan for the City
of Houston or CWA to as-
sume long-term dredging
operations on Lake Hous-
ton. This work effort will
include determining fund-
ing for the dredging oper-
ations in perpetuity. This
phased approach will obli-
gate the full grant funding
before the 87th legislative
session in 2021. This grant
funding was made possible
thanks to State Represen-
tative Dan Huberty (Dis-
trict 127) through the
passage of Senate Bill 500.

 Mayor Pro Tem Martin
would like to thank all
those that have participat-
ed in the collaboration of
the complete removal of
the mouth bar in the San
Jacinto River. It has taken
over a year of advocacy by
Mayor Pro Tem Martin but

this project would not be
possible without the part-
nerships with Senator
John Cornyn, Senator Ted
Cruz, Congressman Kevin
Brady, Congressman Dan
Crenshaw, Governor Greg
Abbott, Chief Nim Kidd,
State Senator Brandon
Creighton, State Repre-
sentative Dan Huberty,
Harris County Judge Lina
Hidalgo, Harris County
Engineer John Blount,
Harris County Flood Con-
trol District Executive Di-
rector Russell Poppe,
Harris County Flood Con-
trol District Deputy Direc-
tor Matt Zeve, Mayor
Sylvester Turner, Chief Re-
covery Officer Stephen
Costello, and Director Car-
ol Haddock.

 Mayor Pro Tem Martin
would like to offer a very
special "Thank You" to
State Representative Dan
Huberty for his commit-
ment to seeing this project
through and his dedication
to the long-term mainte-
nance activities on Lake
Houston. Representative
Huberty has been a cham-
pion for his residents and
a great ally in seeing these
additional dredging efforts
come to fruition.

 Please contact the Dis-
trict E Office with any
questions by emailing
districte@houstontx.gov.

Commercial
Printing

Call for a Quote

713-977-2555
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Your AD will reach up to 120,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 40,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

AUCTION

LAND AUCTION –
25 Acres!
Saturday, February
1st 11AM. 3000
Holder Rambo Dr.,
Huffman, TX.Perfect
for Development!
BARIGBY.com
800.582.1206

              50-5

HOUSE FOR SALE

MOBILE HOME
for sale, 913 Pauline
St, Highlands, TX
77562. 2 bdrm/1 bth
$42K no financing.
832-289-3086.

                 1-2

RENT/LEASE

3/2/2 HOUSE
for rent in Newport
Subdivision. $1375/
mo. Clean and in a
quiet neighborhood.
No pets.
713-817-9140.

                  1-2
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 Channelview ISD Property Foreclosure Auction; February 4, 2020
at 10:00 a.m.; Bayou City Event Center at 9401 Knight Rd, Houston,
TX 77045; Cause Number 2005-24661; TRACT 1: LT 12 BLK 5 FOR-
EST RIVER ESTATES; HCAD # 0836240000012; Property Address:
0 Laurelwood Dr, Channelview, TX 77530. Opening Bid: $8,500.00;
call 832.777.3373 for more information.
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LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Channelview ISD Property Foreclosure Auction; February 4, 2020 at
10:00 a.m.; Bayou City Event Center at 9401 Knight Rd, Houston,
TX 77045; Cause Number 2007-20313; TRACT 1: LT 26 BLK 6
FOREST RIVER ESTATES; HCAD #0836250000026; Property
Address: 0 Water Oak Dr, Channelview, TX 77530 and TRACT 2: LT
27 BLK 6 FOREST RIVER ESTATES; HCAD # 0836250000027;
Property Address: 0 Water Oak Dr, Channelview, TX 77530 Opening
Bid: $16,000.00; call 832.777.3373 for more information
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LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

Notice is hereby
given that Original
Letters of Adminis-
tration for Docket
No. 479952; Estate
of ZIGRIDA
AUZINS VANSICK-
LE  Deceased; In
Probate Court No.
2, of Harris County,
Texas, Deceased,
were issued on
January 8, 2020.

KENEETH ELMARS
VANSICKLE II

The residence ad-
dress of the admin-
istrator is in Harris
County, Texas. The
mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
5223 Garth Rd.

Baytown, TX
77521

All persons having
claims against this
Estate which is cur-
rently being admin-
istered are required
to present them
within the time and
in the manner pre-
scribed by law.
Dated this January 9,
2020.

by   WESTON
COTTEN

    Attorney for the
Estate

LEGAL NOTICES
APPEAR IN THE
HIGHLANDS STAR
CROSBY COURIER,
AND THE NORTH
CHANNEL STAR.
CALL
713-266-3444 FOR
MORE INFO.

Where can I pick
up a Star-
Courier?

HIGHLANDS:
Library
Food Town
Community
Center
Backdraft
Restaurant
Woodforest
Bank
Exxon Station
Shell station
Chevron Station
Post Office
(outside)

CROSBY:
Library
Post Office
Community
Center
Race Track
Arlan’s Market
Community Bank
(2)
Woodforest
Bank
Hungry Jack’s
Dr. Roach
Dr.
Chevron Station
Confections
Coffee Shop
Mobil Station
Newport
package store
CRCU

HUFFMAN
Exxon Station
Community Bank
Texaco Station
Donut Shop
Valero Station

Only $18 dollars
for 20 words,

40,000 copies.

Call (713) 266-3444
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New Health Center,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

2020 Chevy Silverado Crew Cab, STK#LZ106357. MSRP: $58,805, $2,510 dealer discount, 5,500 Factory rebate, $2,000 Gm financing, $1,000 Bonus cash, $39,795 Final Price, plus TT&L and doc fee of $150. With approved credit Must take
from dealer stock, see dealer for details offer ends 1/31/20 0% APR financing for 72 months with approved credit, $13.89 for every $1,000 financed, APR in lue of rebates. 2019 Chevy Blazer, STK#KS695099. MSRP: $48,915, $2,416 dealer discount,
2,000 Factory rebate, $750 Conquest rebate, must own 2006 or newer non-GM model. $43,749 Final Price. 2020 Chevy Trax, STK#LL109029. MSRP: $23,055, $627 dealer discount, $3,000 Factory rebate, $750 Conquest cash must own 2006 or
newer non-gm vehicle, $750 DPA through GM Financinal, $17,928. Final Price, plus TT&L and doc fee of $150. With approved credit. Must take from dealer stock, see dealer for details offer ends 1/31/20.

More Texas youth to receive mental health services, remain with families
Health and Human Services Commission and Texas

Department of Family and Protective Services are help-
ing more children and youth receive mental health res-
idential treatment services and remain in the custody
of their parents or guardians through an increase in
availability of residential treatment center beds.

“Supporting families and connecting children with
intensive mental health services is at the heart of what
this program is about,” said Trina Ita, HHSC associate
commissioner of Behavioral Health Services. “This ad-
ditional funding will expand access to mental health care
for Texas youth and help keep families together.”

With an additional $2.5 million from the 86th Texas
Legislature and Governor Greg Abbott, HHSC is increas-
ing the number of beds at residential treatment centers
for children and youth with severe emotional distur-
bance. The increase brings the number available state-
wide to 50, up from 40.

"The investments we make in mental health services
are critical to ensuring positive outcomes for Texas chil-

dren," said Sen. Jane Nelson. "As chair of Senate Finance,
I am encouraged the Legislature's $2.5 million invest-
ment this session is helping more Texas children access
the mental health services they need to lead healthy
lives."

A collaboration between HHSC and DFPS, the Chil-
dren’s Mental Health Residential Treatment Center
Relinquishment Avoidance Project, helps parents main-
tain custody of their children in their effort to receive
needed treatment services.

The project, established in 2013, is a successful alter-
native to parents legally relinquishing custody of their
children to Child Protective Services. It provides care to
children and youth with severe emotional disturbance
who need intensive residential treatment services with-
out placing them in foster care. This helps keep the child
with their family due to the improvement of family rela-
tionships and ability of the caregiver to support and care
for their child.

Increasing RTC bed availability is a key goal of the
agency’s strategy to help people access behavioral health
services, as outlined in HHS’ business plan, Blueprint
for a Healthy Texas. HHS anticipates serving an addi-
tional 19 children and adolescents in FY 2020. The RTC
Relinquishment Avoidance Project served 31 children
and youth in FY 2019.

Children and youth receive room and board; inten-
sive mental health services that include group, individ-
ual and family therapy; and educational and recreational
activities. Meanwhile, parents or guardians receive fam-
ily case management, family partner services and skills
training from their local mental health authority.

“This is a terrific program, and will get these chil-
dren, from very young to teenagers, the kind of help they
need,” said Kristene Blackstone, associate commission-
er for Child Protective Services at DFPS. “It also elimi-
nates the stress on parents that comes with being
involved with CPS and the courts. That worry is no longer
there.”

Rev. Malcolm Barrett the Community Center Coordinator and the
great grandson of the community’s founder, Harrison Barrett, gave
both Garcia and Shah copies of a book about Harrison Barrett,
personally autographed.

making health care ac-
cess a major priority. I
want to improve access,
increase resources, and
investments to support
our families who desper-
ately need it,” said Com-
missioner Garcia.

Community leaders
and residents thronged
the Center’s grand open-
ing Friday, January 10, at
10:30 a.m. inside the Pre-
cinct 2 Riley Chambers
Community Center.

Commissioner Adrian
Garcia and Umair A.
Shah, MD, MPH, Execu-
tive Director of Harris
County Public Health
(HCPH) spoke of the need
for and concerning what
is in store for residents
before cutting a ribbon,
and giving a tour the fa-
cility.

Harris County Public
Health will be providing
the Center’s low-cost, pre-
ventative health services.

Commissioner Garcia
presented facts concern-
ing health in Harris
County: life expectancy in

the county is about 78.7
years, however census
tracts show as low as 65
years for low income
while on the other side of
town as high as 89 years.
Several inside the coun-
ty live more than 15 min-
utes away from a Trauma
Center, including those
with a high Social Vulner-
ability Index. About 1 in
5 adults lack health in-
surance county wide,
some communities have
more than 1 in 3 lacking
health insurance. Local
experts overwhelmingly
agree that access is the
primary challenge facing
health in Harris County.

“So many diseases can
be prevented through
preventive health care,
and we are looking for-
ward to helping improve
the health of this commu-
nity.  This center will pro-
vide physicals and sports
exams, screenings for
chronic diseases, family
planning, immunizations
and dental services,” said
Umair A. Shah, MD,

MPH, Executive Director
of Harris County Public
Health.

In addition to Commis-
sioner Garcia and Dr.
Umair Shah, Rev. Mal-
colm Barrett and mem-
bers of the Chambers
family also spoke of the
monumentious benefits
of health in the commu-
nity.

As defined by the US
Department of Housing
and Urban Development,
Barrett is a low-to mod-
erate income area, at
least 51% of residents’
median household in-
come in 2015 was 80% or
less than the median in-
come of the county.  In ad-
dition, 37% of residents
had a household income
of less than $34,999.

 The Riley Chambers
Health & Wellness Cen-
ter will begin seeing pa-
tients on January 13,
2020.  Call 832.927.7374
to schedule an appoint-
ment, but Walk-Ins are
welcomed.


