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These stories
in the PRESS:
• Liberty County Internet
Service Survey
• Barbers Hill Bank
• Beach City updates/
news

......And more, Page 3

281-328-4377
TurnerChevroletCrosby.com

MON. JAN. 27
Community
Conversations
From noon- 2 pm. 1410
Lilton, Sonnier Ave.
Winnie, Texas.
Hosted by United Way
of Greater Baytown Area
& Chambers County.
Your opinion counts.
Let’s Chat! See ad, page
3 for more details.

WED. JAN. 29
Crosby Chamber
Ambassador Mtg.
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm at
Pesos Restaurant, 6512
FM 2100 Rd., Crosby, TX

SAT. FEB. 1
Highlands Rotary
Club Chili Feast
Raffle & Auction at St.
Jude’s Catholic Church,
808 S. Main St.,
Highlands. 11:00 a.m. -
3:00 p.m. Live auction
12:30 p.m. Raffle tickets
$100.

Annual Mammogram
page 8

Turner Chevrolet
page 8

Sterling White Cemetery
page 5

AUTO & HOME INSURANCE
Jeremy Rosenkranz, State Farm Agent

440 S. Main Street, Highlands, TX 77562
281-426-3512

www.jeremyrosenkranz.com

Houston Livestock
Show & Rodeo 2020

Midland

CLIP AND SAVE

 MARCH 5         MARCH 6

MARCH 3                        MARCH 4

Becky G

Hip Hop -
B&B

  MARCH 7       MARCH 8

Maren Morris
Ramon Ayala

Chris
Young

MARCH 9 MARCH 10

NCT 127

MARCH 11 MARCH 12

Cody
Johnson

MARCH 13 MARCH 14

MARCH 15 MARCH 16

Keith Urban

MARCH 17 MARCH 18

MARCH 19        MARCH 20

MARCH 21 MARCH 22

Khalid

Chris
Stapleton

EDM

Luke
Bryan

Jon
Pardi

Dierks Bentley

Willie Nelson

Brad Paisley

Kane
Brown

Hip
Hop-
Pop

Most of the 2020 Performers!

Gwen
Stefani

Highlands Rotary
Congressman Babin reviews
conservative accomplishments

Guy Gauthier Highlands
Firefighter of the Year

Guy Gauthier receives his Firefighter of the Year
Award. Pictured from left, ESD#14 board
president Jim Strouhal, Guy Gauthier, and Fire
Chief Harvey Little.

HIGHLANDS– The fire
department held their an-
nual Recognition and
Awards Banquet last Sat-
urday evning, in Kemah.
Originally scheduled for
the Aquarium restaurant,
a non-working elevator
forced the dinner to be
moved next door to the Fly-
ing Dutchmen.

ESD#14 president Jim
Strouhal presented the
Firefighter of the Year
award to Guy Gauthier.

This award is given in
memory of Cecil Kelly, who
volunteered with the High-
lands VFD for over 42
years before retiring in
1996. The recipient chosen
by vote of the membership
is a firefighter who per-
formed above and beyond
the call of duty.

A large crowd of firemen
and families, friends, com-
munity supporters, and
board members attended
the dinner. Fire Chief Har-

vey Little emceed the cere-
mony, introducing awards,
guests, and honorees.

Chief Little reviewed
the history of the depart-
ment for 2019. He noted
that there were a total of
2838 calls for service, com-

pared with last year’s
2771. Of these 1991 were
EMS calls compared with
2031 the previous year.
Life Flight was called 27

Newport MUD bonds
at issue for residents

See Newport MUD
Controversy, Page 8

See Firefighter of the
Year, Page 6

Margarette Chasteen explains tasks that must be done
to become compliant and options to achieve those
tasks at the Jan. 21 public meeting. The bond dropped
º from a 10 year to a six year plan.

By Lewis Spearman

CROSBY – A meeting at
the Newport Municipal
Utility District was held on
Tuesday, Jan. 21 to inform
residents of the price of
water or the amount of tax
residents will pay, to be
decided by another bond
election.

The board introduced
themselves individually
and told how they came to
be at their position and
why they serve. About 57
residents attended and

BIRTHDAYS
Jan 23--Tiffany Kirkwood

Brad Loggins
Jan 25--Jeffrey Langham
Jan 26--Ida Mueller

Charles Johnson
Jan 27--Ashley Almanza

JoAnn Blaskey
William R. Patterson
Tyler Wingate
Jarret Cutbirth
John Martin

Jan 28--Cindy Fikes
Johnnie Stotts

Jan 29--Scott Marshall
Michael Wettstein

ANNIVERSARIES
Jan 25--Jim & Ronda

Laut

DEATHS
Father J.L. Mundadum
Betty Marie Street
Robert William (Bob)
     Morisak
Rena Jamail Newton

Rev. Fr.
Jose “Joe”
Mundadan,
59, passed
away Janu-
ary 6, 2020
in Westlake,
Louisiana.
He was pastor at St. Jude
Thaddeus Catholic
Church, 800 S. Main St.,
Highlands, Texas 77562

Rev. Father Jose
Paul Mundadum

See Obituary on Page 5
Congressman Brian Babin spoke to
the Highlands Rotary last Tuesday.

By Gilbert Hoffman

HIGHLANDS – Bian Babin, Congress-
man for the 36th District of Texas, was in
Highlands this week to speak with the
Rotary Club.

His topics ranged from national to lo-
cal subjects in which he is involved. He
sits on the Committee on Science, Space
and Technology, which includes NASA, and
the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure, which includes the Port of
Houston and the Ship Channel.

Locally Babin was instrumental, along
with Congressman Gene Green, in getting
the Waste Pits in the San Jacinto River
designated on the EPA’s national Super-
fund List.

Babin noted that his district has a great
number of transportation facilities that

Continued on Page 8
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281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide,

Hospice Services
*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

✯      C O M M U N I T Y    N E W S   ✯

Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2018 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: cri.tax.jhinson@gmail.com

Maximum Tax Savings

Crosby woman dies from
virus caught on Israel trip

Crosby ISD Band gets
international award

Kevin KNight accepts the Sudler Flag of Honor award from the Jo˙n Philip
Sousa Foundation recognizing Crosby high school’s concert bands of
outstanding musical excellence. “This award is a great honor for our band
program,” said Knight.

CROSBY – The only
band in the USA to re-
ceive the Sudler Flag of
Honor for 2019 is the lo-
cal high school band.

It was recently recog-
nized of “The Big Red
Machine” that “have
demonstrated particu-
larly significant high
standards of excellence
in concert activities over
a  per iod  o f  several
years” by the John Phil-
ip Sousa Foundation.

More over “the band
must have achieved and
maintained a high stan-
dardof literature in the
concert area over a pe-
riod of several years.”

The award went on
the say, “The total pro-
gram of music should

Ray Holder, Chair of the Selection Committee,
will present the flag on May 19. The flag willl be
on display inside the band hall in Crosby High
School.

exemplify what is con-
sidered a sound, viable,
music education pro-

gram for this level of en-
deavor.”

CROSBY, Texas -- A 21-
year-old Crosby woman
died of the flu after a trip
to Israel.

According to a friend's
Facebook post, Yael Eliza-
beth Good was taken to an
emergency room on Janu-
ary 6 with flu symptoms
and was later transferred
to an intensive care unit.
Good suffered a heart at-
tack the next day, accord-
ing to the friend, and died
after her organs failed dur-
ing surgery.

A private memorial for
Good was held in Huffman

last Monday.
Good’s family said they

were told her dead was
caused by the flu.

According to her obitu-
ary, Good was born in
Beaumont and loved to
travel.

This year has been a
very active flu season that
began earlier than usual.

"What we're seeing this
year is a predominance
early in the season of in-
fluenza Type B, which is
unusual," said Dr. Cathe-
rine Troisi with UT Health.
"Influenza Type B can of-

ten be more serious in chil-
dren and young adults who
may not have been exposed
to it previously."

"Most people don't die
from the flu," she said.

Two pediatric flu deaths
were recorded in Harris
County last year, and over-
all, nine children have died
in Texas. While a flu shot
is not a guarantee against
the virus, it remains the
best defense.

"It's important to get
vaccinated to protect your-
self and others around
you," said Troisi.

Two new academies
have been added to the op-
tions for Goose Creek
CISD eighth graders when
considering their high
school plans, and the dead-
line to make their selec-
tions is February 2, 2020.
Students now have the op-
tion of choosing one of nine
career academies; a dual
credit cosmetology pro-
gram, housed at Robert E.
Lee High School; or IM-
PACT Early College High
School.

A help session In En-
glish and Spanish for stu-
dents and parents needing
assistance in completing
the application, which is
available online on the dis-
trict’s web page, will be
held January 28 from 5-
6:30 p.m. when completing
the application, but it must
be submitted online by
February 2, 2020, at 11:59
p.m. They will be notified
if they are accepted Febru-
ary 14.

One of the new opportu-
nities is the Information
Technology Career Acade-
my at Stuart Career Tech
High School (SCTHS), a P-

Two new high school options
added for eighth graders

Tech early college high
school. By applying and
being accepted for this
academy, students will
learn the skills required to
begin a successful career in
the network and computer
systems/support industry.

Another new option is
the Career Academy for
Future Educators (CAFÉ)
at Ross S. Sterling (RSS)
High School, which pre-
pares students for a career
in education.

Altogether, Goose Creek
CISD eighth graders may
choose among 40 programs
of study in all five endorse-
ment areas. Very few dis-
tricts offer these diverse
and specialized education-
al opportunities, so Goose
Creek CISD eighth grade
students should carefully
consider their options as
they create their gradua-
tion plans and begin their
high school experience.

Bus transportation is
available for all students
accepted to any of these
options for high school.

More information and
applications to the acade-
mies, and other programs
such as Cosmetology pro-
gram, Stuart Career Tech
High School and IMPACT
Early College High School
are available on the Goose
Creek CISD website at
www.gccisd.net.

Photo by Carrie Pryor-Newman
Cecilia Contreras
watches as Leonardo
Cantu takes her blood
pressure during her
Health Science Academy
class at Ross S. Sterling
High School.
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Serving Mont Belvieu, Dayton, Baytown and surrounding communities since 1995

ROUND-
UP

Boots and
Bullets Event

Benefitting the
Dayton Volunteer Fire
Department. The event
will take place January
25, at 6 pm at the Dayton
Community Center,
featuring live music and
dancing, silent and live
auctions and raffles.

VIP tables, which
include a steak dinner,
and wine or whiskey of
choice, and Reserved
tables should be
reserved early; space is
at a premium. Tables
seat 10.

VIP Table for 10
people - $500   (Include
steak dinner, two bottles
of wine or one bottle of
whiskey)

Reserved Table for 10
people - $300 (Include
two bottles of wine or one
bottle of whiskey)

Single Tickets at the
door $15.

All proceeds go to
the Dayton Volunteer Fire
Department, an all-
volunteer organization
that proudly protects an
estimated 22,000 people
living in an area of 144
square miles.

For more information
or to reserve a table
contact:

John Coleman: 936-
346-1584, Tammy
Alexander: 936-641-0100
or David Rodgers: 832-
473-9880.

Goss
Library
events

These are the events
taking place at the Sam
and Carmena Goss
Memorial Branch
Library the week of
Monday, January 27,
2020.

•Tuesday, January
28 - 10:00, Baby & Me
(ages 0-24 mos)

•Wednesday,
January 29 - 10:00,
Puzzle Contest Do you
like working puzzles?
Come join our puzzle
contest for National
Puzzle Day. Call the
Library to sign up. (ages
18 & up)

•Friday, January 31 -
10:30 am & 2:00 pm,
Storytime (ages 0-5 yrs)

Sam and Carmena
Goss Memorial Library,
Mont Belvieu, (281) 576-
2245.

Jones
Library
events

•January 29th the
library will be hosting a
1920's double feature in the
community center. They
will be showing the 1974
and the 2013 versions of
the literary classic; The
Great Gatsby. This event
will be held from 3:00 PM -
8:30 PM in the community
center. Due to the
licensing they cannot
share the name of the
movies they will be
showing.

Jones Public Library,
801 S Cleveland St Ste A,
Dayton, TX 77535. 936-258-
7060

Coyote alert
in Beach City

Liberty County’s
survey to improve
internet service

BAYTOWN HOSPITAL

Diabetes Education
prevents serious conditions

Find out how to
become a Baytown
Habitat homeowner

The Houston Methodist Baytown Diabetes Education team,
office coordinator Dinah Galvan (second from left), and reg-
istered dietitians Sherry Pritchard (far left), Jennifer Litaker
(second from right) and Seemab Jamil.

BAYTOWN — (January
16, 2020) — The JDRF Gala,
scheduled for Saturday, Jan-
uary 25, promises to be a
great night out, highlighted
by dinner, dancing and live
and silent auctions, but it also
will provide inspiration and
information for those impact-
ed by the disease.

The honorees for this
year’s gala, scheduled for 7
p.m. to 1 a.m. at Houston’s
Royal Sonesta Hotel, are Bay-
tonians Laney-Grace Caylor
and Darrell Lamb. Each will
discuss the life changing na-
ture of a diabetes diagnosis
and will offer words of wis-
dom on managing the disease
during the fundraiser that
benefits the Baytown Coun-
cil Juvenile Diabetes Founda-
tion. Houston Methodist
Baytown Hospital is a spon-
sor of this year’s event.

With an estimated 30 mil-
lion children and adults in
the U.S. diagnosed with dia-
betes among the 415 million
adults worldwide affected by
the disease, Jennifer Litaker,
RD, LD, CDE, diabetes edu-
cator at Houston Methodist
Baytown Hospital, said learn-
ing your risk factors is vital.

“Early diagnosis is critical
to successful treatment and
delaying or preventing some

of the complications of type 2
diabetes, including heart dis-
ease, blindness, kidney dis-
ease, stroke, amputation and
death,” Litaker said.

Houston Methodist Bay-
town’s Diabetes Education
Program is recognized by the
American Diabetes Associa-
tion (ADA) for quality self-
management education. It is
designed to individualize a
treatment plan that diabetes
patients can use to manage
the disease and improve their
health.

Patients at HMB receive
extensive education on diabe-
tes management in either a
one-on-one appointment or in
a group classroom setting
that educates them on how to
manage the disease through
blood glucose monitoring,
healthy eating, being active,
taking medications (as appli-
cable) and healthy coping

Diabetes risk factors in-
clude being overweight, over

Liberty County is con-
ducting a Survey to im-
prove the internet. It is
important that EVERY-
ONE complete this survey.
“As we continue to grow
the demand on the inter-
net will slow us all down,
frustrating us all. The
more input we receive from
you the community the
more serious we will be
taken and the possibility
for grants will be greater,
saving us all money,” rec-
ommends Dayton Cham-
ber of Commerce.

Data gathering is the

There has been a signif-
icant increase in reports of
coyote sightings in Beach
City. Coyotes pose a danger
to small pets that are al-
lowed to roam outdoors,
especially after dark or
early morning. Coyotes are
naturally fearful of hu-
mans but do pose a danger
none the less, especially
small children. I have con-
tacted Texas Wildlife Ser-
vices and TGS Cedar Port
Management about this
problem and they plan to
begin trapping on the TGS
property soon. In the mean
time, we need to do our
part in not attracting the
coyotes to our neighbor-
hoods. Texas Wildlife Ser-
vices recommend that we
don't leave pet food out
overnight and secure your
household garbage in con-
tainers that discourage
coyotes from rummaging
for food scraps.

See Diabetes
Education, Page 6

first step for improving
your internet connection.
Choose a survey below that
best represents your role
in your community. You
may take more than one
survey if you have more
than one role in the com-
munity, (e.g. your own a
home in the community
and own a small business
or you own a home in the
community and work at
the library, etc.).

Survey site: https://
myconnectedcommunity.org/
liberty-county

IPHONE EMERGEN-
CY SOS ALERT

I may have been the
only one that didn't know
this but in case there are
others, I wanted to share
this. IPHONES have a fea-
ture that will transmit an
emergency call to local 911
operators alerting them of
your SOS and your loca-
tion. On my phone I just
depress the 'on' button on
the right side five times
quickly to activate. You
then have time to cancel if
it was unintentional. oth-
er models may have differ-
ent ways to activate so
check how yours works.
This could come in handy
some day.

Jackey Lasater,
Mayor, Beach City

BAYTOWN, Texas - A
homeowner orientation is
offered Saturday, January
25, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. for
those interested in learn-
ing the qualifications re-
quired for the Habitat
program. The meeting is

open to the public and will
be held at Faith Presbyte-
rian Church located ay
3900 N. Main in  Baytown.
Applications will be ac-
cepted through February
15, 2020.

MONT BELVIEU — A
Barbers Hill High School
student, DeAndre Arnold,
was sent to in-school sus-
pension and told he
couldn’t walk during grad-
uation until his dreadlocks
are cut short to meet the
district’s revised dress
code, which changed after
Christmas break. Arnold
said his refusal to cut his
hair is due to his Trinida-
dian background.

Gary Monroe, with
United Urban Alumni As-
sociation, spoke to board
members on his opposition
to the dress code. “You are
in violation of the 1964
Civil Rights Act as it per-
tains to religious beliefs,”
Monroe said.

At last Monday night’s
meeting, Arnold’s family
and several activists took
to the podium to express
their discontent with the
district’s current dress
code policy. “Let’s stop with
the dress code. This is not
about dress code, this is

about policing black boys,”
an activist said. DeAndre
Arnold’s father, David Ar-
nold, told the board the
continuous punishment of
his son is a form of bully-
ing. “I won’t stand for any-
body bullying my child. He
has rights. All he wants to
do is graduate,” David Ar-
nold said.

Despite several at-
tempts by the family to
engage the board into a
conversion, the board
chose not to place the top-
ic on the upcoming agen-
das for further discussion.

“This is a public partici-
pation, not an action item
dialogue,” said superinten-
dent Greg Poole.

Members of the Black
Lives Matter organization
turned their backs on
speakers during the public
forum who expressed their
support for the current
dress code policy that has
now become a controver-
sial topic.

Barbers Hill student sent to
in-school suspention for
not cutting his dreadlocks
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✯      O P I N I O N    P A G E    ✯

STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

✯

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯Social
Security
Matters

by AMAC Certified Social Security Advisor Russell Gloor
Association of Mature American Citizens

Dear Rusty: My
husband passed away at
the age of 52, and I was
53. I am currently 59. I've
read about and been
encouraged to file for
widow’s benefits from
Social Security when I
turn 60. My question is:
does doing that impact
when I should file for my
regular Social Security
benefits? In reading on
many websites regarding
my question, this never is
addressed on what is
best. Signed: Widowed
Survivor

Dear Survivor: You
have my sympathy for the
loss of your husband at
such a young age. I’ll try
to clarify your options for
you.

Provided you have not
remarried you can claim
your survivor benefit at
age 60, but if you do it
will be reduced by 28.5%
from what it would be at
your full retirement age
(FRA) of 67. As long as
you are explicit when
claiming your survivor
benefit that you are not
also applying for your
own Social Security
benefit, there will be no
negative impact to your
eventual Social Security
retirement benefit when
you claim that. But,
determining which
benefit to take, and when,
requires some thought.

Your goal should be to
get the highest benefit
possible for the rest of
your life. To help you
decide how and when to
file, you should first see
what your survivor
benefit will be at your full
retirement age (100% of
what your husband was
entitled to at his death).
If that amount is more
than you are entitled to
on your own at age 70
then you should consider
waiting until age 67 (your
FRA) to claim your
widow’s benefit, so you
can get that higher
survivor benefit for the
rest of your life. Con-
versely, if your own age
70 benefit will be more
than your widow’s benefit
at your FRA, then
claiming your widow’s
benefit first and allowing
your own benefit to grow
until age 70 when it
reaches maximum would
be the more prudent
choice. You can get
estimates of both your
survivor benefit and your
age 70 retirement benefit
by contacting Social
Security. But if claiming
the survivor benefit at
age 60 is what you decide,
or if you were to instead

claim your Social Security
retirement benefits early
(e.g., age 62) there’s more
for you to consider.

If you are collecting
any Social Security
benefits before you reach
your full retirement age
(FRA) and you are still
working, you will be
subject to Social Securi-
ty’s “earnings limit”
which restricts the
amount you can earn
before they take back
some of your benefits (the
earnings limit changes
annually; for 2020 it is
$18,240). Up until the
year you reach your FRA,
they will take back
benefits equal to one half
of any earnings you have
over the limit. During the
year you reach your FRA
the limit increases by
about 2.5 times and the
penalty is less, and once
you reach your FRA there
is no longer a limit on
your earnings. So, if you
claim your survivor
benefit at age 60 and are
working, exceeding the
earnings limit will result
in you permanently losing
some of your survivor
benefits. If, instead, you
claim your SS retirement
benefit early (e.g., at age
62) you’ll still be subject
to the earnings limit until
you reach age 67, but at
your FRA they will give
you time credit for any
months you didn’t get
your retirement benefits
and increase your benefit
amount accordingly.

The important point to
remember is that you
have a choice of which
benefit to take, and
evaluating your options
as described above should
lead you to the right
answer - whether you
should claim your
reduced survivor benefit
at age 60, or to delay until
it reaches maximum at
age 67.

This article is intended
for information purposes
only and does not represent
legal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions and
interpretations of the AMAC
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the
National Social Security
Association (NSSA). NSSA
and the AMAC Foundation
and its staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed by the
Social Security Administra-
tion or any other governmen-
tal entity. To submit a
question, visit our website
(amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-
advisory) or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Ask Rusty – When
Should I Claim My
Widow’s Benefit?

“The Cigar
Box”

I spent the weekend in New
York City.

I hadn’t been to New York in
quite a while. I was performing
at a theater conference and so
was traveling alone, without my
husband, Peter.

New York intimidates me—
as all big cities do. I am not a
nervous traveler, generally, but
I keep my possessions close at
hand and my eyes open—
which is why I noticed the
young man in the black athletic
shirt on the subway.

I was taking the subway for
the first time in a long time and,
so far, I was doing pretty well.
Okay, I did choke when I got to
my first turnstile. I pushed the
bar too quickly and had to run
my card through a second time.
Two dollars! Down the drain!
But I finally made it on the
subway, in the late evening, my
bags gathered close like little
ducklings.

So, naturally, I noticed when
a young man in a black athletic
shirt started talking trash to the
man across from him. They
were having a heated
discussion, topping each other
by speaking louder and louder.
I clutched my suitcase a little
tighter. Then I saw the young
man reach inside his bag. I
watched closely as his hand
disappeared into a large
satchel and emerge with a
cigar box.

If I now asked you to guess
what was in the box, no matter
how many guesses you were
given, I’m betting you would be
wrong.

Thread.
In that box was every color

of thread in the rainbow. The
young man, without missing a
beat in his argument, reached
into the box and pulled out a
spool of black thread and a
needle, threaded it and—right
before my eyes—began
stitching up a small tear in the
sleeve of his athletic jersey.

His satchel was full of
sewing paraphernalia, I
realized. He was clearly much
better outfitted than my mother
who, to the best of my
knowledge, has never
attempted a stitchery repair
while on a moving subway.

I got to my Airbnb. When
Peter and I travel together, we
always rent an Airbnb we can
have to ourselves but, as I was
alone and New York is
expensive, I found a place with
one other room and a shared
bath. It was neat as a pin and
very convenient. The first night
there was a sweet young
woman named Emily staying
there. She was interviewing for
a job at a big publishing house.
Emily checked out, the room
was cleaned, and I had the
place to myself until the second
evening when the door opened
and a large, swarthy young
man with more than a five-
o’clock shadow appeared. His
name was Manu, he said, in a
strong accent.

I said hello and went about
preparing to go out for the
night. I had to perform in a
couple hours, so I had hair to
curl and other equally important
duties to perform. Manu parked
his bag in his room and
prepared to leave.

But just as he was about to
go out the door, he stopped
and turned.

In a deep baritone voice, he
asked, “Is it safe? Will I be safe
in this neighborhood?”

I studied the extremely
capable looking Manu. I
remembered the young man
stitching on the subway. I
thought of all the assumptions I
make, every day, every time I
encounter another person.

I smiled at Manu. “It’s okay,
I think you’ll be safe,” I told him.

Manu grinned at me and
headed out onto the streets of
New York.

Till next time,
Carrie

Carrie Classon’s memoir
is called, “Blue Yarn.” Learn
more at CarrieClasson.com.

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg
Abbott on Jan. 13 asked for
a presidential disaster dec-
laration for three counties
that sustained widespread
damage attributed to se-
vere thunderstorms,
straight-line winds, hail
and tornadoes.

The stormy weather on
Oct. 20-21 hit Cameron,
Dallas and Erath counties.
Abbott's request includes
public assistance and haz-
ard mitigation.

"The State of Texas is
committed to ensuring the
people of Cameron, Dallas
and Erath counties have
the resources they need to
continue rebuilding the
public infrastructure," Ab-
bott said. "With the help of
our federal partners, these
communities can rebuild
quickly and gain access to
important recovery re-
sources. I ask that the
president swiftly grant
this request in order to ex-
pedite valuable support to
these counties."

If Abbott’s request is
granted, local jurisdictions
will be eligible for federal
reimbursement for the cost
of disaster-related debris
removal, emergency mea-
sures to protect life and
property and permanent
repair work to damaged or
destroyed infrastructure
such as roads, bridges, wa-
ter treatment facilities,
parks and publicly owned
property.

Proclamation
extended

Gov. Abbott on Jan. 14
extended the disaster proc-
lamation he originally
signed on Aug. 23, 2017,
and amended several
times thereafter, pertain-
ing to 60 counties affected
by Hurricane Harvey.

Texas law authorizes
the use of all available re-
sources of state govern-
ment and of political
subdivisions that are rea-
sonably necessary to cope
with the disaster.

Miller hails
trade deal

When President Donald
Trump signed the "Phase
One" trade agreement
with China on Jan. 15, Tex-
as Agriculture Commis-
sioner Sid Miller called it
"huge, Texas-sized news."

The agreement calls for
China to increase its pur-
chase of U.S.-produced
goods by $200 billion, in-

Governor requests
presidential disaster
declaration

cluding the import of agri-
cultural products by $40
billion to $50 billion over
the next two years.

U.S. negotiators agreed
to cut tariffs in half on
goods from China, from
15% down to 7.5%.

Goal: donor
protection

Texas Attorney General
Paxton on Jan. 14 joined
the attorneys general of 23
states in an agreement
with PayPal Charitable
Fund Inc., the charitable
arm of PayPal.

In the agreement, the
states seek to ensure do-
nors are given clear infor-
mation and disclosures on
where their money goes
when making charitable
contributions through the
company’s online payment
platform.

Previously, the platform
aggregated and distribut-
ed funds to the donors’ cho-
sen charities without
collecting fees; however,
charities that maintained
a PayPal account received
contributions more quick-
ly than others. That fact
was not disclosed to do-
nors, nor was the fact that
sometimes contributions
were redirected away from
the donor’s selected chari-
ty and given to a different
organization with similar
purposes.

“Texans are generous
people who selflessly give
to countless charities and
causes. They deserve to
know exactly where their

contributions go and how
they are handled,” Paxton
said. “The agreement
reached today marks a rec-
ognition of the responsibil-
ities charitable funds have
to donors, and we are
grateful for the new PayP-
al Charitable Fund provi-
sions that will better
inform all who choose to
give to charity through the
online platform.”

Agency set record
again

During calendar year
2019 the Texas Railroad
Commission processed a
record 11,654 new drilling
permits.

The Lone Star State’s oil
and gas industry regulat-
ing agency announced its
staff also set a record in
taking just two days on
average to process stan-
dard drilling permits, one
day below the Legislative
requirement.

Also, according to a Jan.
13 news release, the agen-
cy processed permits at
this faster-than-required
rate for two years in a row,
beginning in calendar year
2018.

“The Railroad Commis-
sion’s technological solu-
tions enable operators to
quickly apply for and re-
ceive drilling permits,” said
Wei Wang, executive direc-
tor of the agency. “Nearly
99 percent of operators ap-
ply for drilling permits on-
line. This allows our staff
to thoroughly and quickly
review each application to
ensure operators meet all
drilling permit require-
ments.”

Texas leads the nation
in oil and gas production,
with the Permian Basin in
West Texas ranking as the
nation’s top energy produc-
tion region. In the last 12
months Texas operators
reported 1.438 billion bar-
rels of oil produced and al-
most 10 trillion cubic feet
of gas.

The U.S. Geological Sur-
vey estimates the Permian
Basin contains 66 billion
barrels of oil, nearly 300
trillion cubic feet of natu-
ral gas and 21 billion bar-
rels of natural gas liquids
in the Midland and Dela-
ware Basins.

“Texas will continue to
be the nation’s leader in
energy production,” Wang
said. “The Railroad Com-
mission’s efficient, timely
permit review processes
are essential to the contin-
ued development of the
state’s energy resources
and ultimately support
Texas’ economic prosperi-
ty.”
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Complete Line of Groceries

KWIK MART FOODS
14443 FM 1409        281-576-5788

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

What we suffer now
is nothing compared

to the glory He will
reveal to us later

ROMANS 8:18

Siding &
Roof Repairs

Mobile Home Skirting
Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Call
GRAFIKSHOP
for printing quotes
713-977-2555

I can do all things
through Christ who

strengthens me.

PHILIPPIANS 4:13

LOVE NEVER FAILS
I Corinthians 13:8

Select Services:
Personal Care
Social Outlings
Respite Care
24 hr. Care

In-Hospital Sitting
Post-Surgical
    Assistance
Pet & Plant Care
Light Housework
Meal Preparation
Transportation

MONICA NELSON
COMMUNITY LIASON

346-216-8872
mnelson@sigselect.com
606 Rollingbrook Dr. #2G

Baytown, TX 77521
832-695-2328

Betty Marie Street

Betty Marie Street, 77,
passed away January 15,
2020 at her home in Hous-
ton, Texas.

Betty was born in Hous-
ton on September 3, 1942
to parents Sam and Grace
(Gates) Brinkley. She re-
ceived her Bachelor’s de-
gree from the University of
Houston. Betty always
loved horses, and in her
younger years she raised,
showed, and even partici-
pated in barrel racing at
the Houston Livestock
Show and Rodeo held at
the Astrodome. She mar-
ried the true love of her
life, Leon Street on Decem-
ber 17, 1960 in Galena
Park. They enjoyed almost
60 years together raising
their family and support-
ing their community where
they were very involved
and active in helping oth-
ers.

Betty created several
community programs in
the community and in the
Galena Park School Dis-
trict to help the disadvan-
taged. She founded Adapt
Learning Systems where
she taught GED classes
and helped many people
achieve their goals. She
was honored to receive the
Jefferson Award of
Achievement.

Betty may have been
best known for founding
and creating Betty’s Haven
in the Northshore area
where she helped count-
less domestic abuse vic-
tims for many years. Betty
also cherished her church
family at South Main Bap-
tist Church where they
have been members of for
over 23 years. She was very
family oriented and espe-
cially loved spending time
with her grandchildren.

Betty is preceded in
death by her parents; and
brother-in-law, David Ar-
nold. She is lovingly sur-

Rena Jamail
Newton 1940-2019

Rena Newton passed
away on December 28,
2019.  She was born to Al-
bert Jamail and Edith Mc-
Corvey on January 16,
1940 in Galveston, Texas.

Rena is preceded in
death by her loving hus-
band, Samuel Newton Jr.
and her son, Charles Fade.
She leaves behind two
brothers, five children,
thirteen grandchildren,
numerous great grandchil-
dren, nieces and nephews.

Robert William
(Bob) Morisak

Robert William (Bob)
Morisak a resident of Wil-
lis, Texas, entered the pres-
ence of the Lord on Friday,
January 17, 2020.  He was
born June 21, 1944 in Bay-
town, Texas.  He grew up
in Highlands, Texas and
graduated from Robert E.
Lee High School in 1963;
attended Lee Junior col-
lege in Baytown, Texas and
completed his studies at
Stephen F. Austin Univer-
sity in 1967 with a B.S.
degree in Education and a
minor in Business.  He at-
tended graduate school at
Sam Houston University
in the study of kinesiology.
He began his career in ed-
ucation, teaching and
coaching at Marshall Jr.,
High and was properly
named “Coach” after being
involved in coaching track,
football and basketball for
10 years at Brazosport,
Freer, Dayton, Northwest
Academy and C E King
high schools.  He is remem-
bered fondly by many on
his early track teams.

He became a State Farm
Agent in July, 1976 and re-
tired December 31, 2017,
after providing 41.5 years
of “Good Neighbor Ser-
vice.”

His lifetime love for
horses led him into breed-
ing, training, and racing of
thoroughbreds.  Bob has
had a ranch in Buffalo,
Texas for the past fourteen
years and previously
owned a farm in Crosby,
Texas.  He enjoyed talking
about and viewing all
sports and ‘coaching’ from
his chair!

At the time of his death
he was still actively train-
ing horses and faithfully
riding his bicycle with his
Australian Shepherd ser-
vice dog, Hachi and son,
Omaha.  Bob was an avid
reader, enjoyed the out-
doors and all animals, and
was a member of Benui
Baptist Church in Mont-
gomery, Texas.

He is survived by his
wife of almost 25 years,
Patricia (Patsy) Guillory
Morisak of Willis, Texas,
two daughters, Charlyn D.
Morisak of Buffalo, Texas

OBITUARIES
✯

www.starcouriernews.com
www.northchannelstar.com

vived by her husband,
Leon Street, children,
Aaron Street and wife
Kimberly, Elizabeth Steele,
Lara Coronado and hus-
band Stephen; sister, Bev-
erly Arnold; grandchildren,
Jason Godoy, Jeremy
Godoy, Robert Crook,
Nicole Kitts and husband
Jay, Leah Steele, Brennen
Coronado, Austin Corona-
do, Cameron Coronado,
Dillon Coronado; as well as
numerous extended fami-
ly members and many dear
friends.

Friends are welcome to
join the family for visita-
tion from 5:00 PM to 8:00
PM Monday, January 20th
at Carter-Conley Funeral
Home. Funeral services of-
ficiated by Rev. Bobby Mill-
er will be held at 11:00 AM
Tuesday, January 21, 2020
in the chapel of Carter-
Conley Funeral Home.
Graveside services will fol-
low at 1:15 PM at Houston
National Cemetery under
the direction of Carter-
Conley Funeral Home.

13701 Corpus Christi St.,
Houston, TX  77015

713-455-5100
www.CarterFuneral-

Houston.com

and Robin L. Morisak of
Panorama Village, Texas
and their mother, Char-
lotte Belin, also of Panora-
ma Village, Texas.  Step
children Erika G. Page and
husband Charles of Milton,
Georgia; Derek Guillory,
M.D. and wife Tisa of San
Antonio, Texas; and Daren
R. Guillory and wife Jen-
nifer of Houston, Texas.
Grandchildren Nathan
Montgomery, Makayla Le-
gally, and Mari Otis.  Step
grandchildren Jackson and
Kate Guillory, Payton, Gar-
ner and Sloan Guillory and
Alexa and Elliana Page.
Sister Shirley Ann Ulrich
and husband Joe of Bay-
town, Texas; brother Will-
iam R. (Billy) Morisak of
Crosby, Texas.  Numerous
cousins, nieces, nephews
and a host of family and
friends.

Bob was preceded in
death by his parents, Will-
ie and Mary Satsky
Morisak of Crosby, Texas.

A celebration of life will
be held at Sam Houston
Memorial Funeral Home,
located at 10129 FM 1097
West, Willis, Texas 77318,
on Saturday, January 25,
2020, beginning with visi-
tation at 2:00 p.m. and 3:00
p.m. for the service.  Me-
morial donations may be
made to the Youth Schol-
arship Fund of Benui Bap-
tist Church, P.O. Drawer
250, Montgomery, Texas
77356 or to the SPCA.  You
are invited to leave a writ-
ten condolence our website
at www.shmfh.com.

Sam Houston Memo-
rial Funeral Home

10129 FM 1097 W
Willis, TX 77318
936-890-0454

Rena worked for Galena
Park Independent School
District in employee bene-
fits for twenty seven years,
retiring in 2003.  A long-
time member of her com-
munity she enjoyed and
took great pride in serving
her fellow employees.
Family and friends that
knew and loved her will
greatly miss her strong
spirit and personality.  At
her request, she was cre-
mated on January 14,
2020.

BIBLE TRIVIA
by Wilson Casey---

1. Is the book of Judges in the
Old or New Testament or neither?

2. Which member of David's
army murdered two generals and
was slain at a tabernacle altar as
punishment? Heliz, Elika, Joab,
Zalmon

3. From Acts 28, who got a
snake bite on the hand as he laid
sticks on a fire? Noah, Moses,

David, Paul
4. What prophet did mouth-to-

mouth on a dead boy, restoring him
to life? Jonathan, Silas, Elisha,
Nahash

5. From Genesis 21, who put her
child under a bush to die? Hagar,
Miriam, Ezra, Sarah

6. What grandmother got
commended by Paul for her great
faith? Rachel, Lois, Dorcas, Delilah

ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2) Joab; 3)
Paul; 4) Elisha; 5) Hagar; 6) Lois"

13701 Corpus Christi St.,
Houston, TX  77015

713-455-5100
www.CarterFuneral-

Houston.com

Rev. Father Jose Paul Mundadum

Rev. Fr. Jose “Joe”
Mundadan, 59, passed
away January 6, 2020 in
Westlake, Louisiana.

Fr. Joe was born in
Angamaly, Kerala, In-
dia on May 15, 1960 to
parents Kunjipaulo and
Lilly Mundadan. He re-
ceived his ordination
into priesthood on De-
cember 8, 1984.

Rev. Fr. Joe came to
America in 1999 to con-
tinue spreading the
word of the Lord. He
moved to Houston on
June 20, 2013 and wel-
comed the honor of serv-
ing as becoming the
priest at St. Jude Thad-
deus Catholic Church in
2015. Rev. Fr. Joe trea-
sured his parishioners
at St. Jude Thaddeus
and enjoyed serving the
community where he
also lived.

He is preceded in
death by his parents.

Rev. Fr. Joe is lovingly
survived by his broth-
ers, Jojo Mundadan,
Davis Mundadan, Mar-
tin Mundadan, Dicto
Mundadan; as well as
numerous nieces, neph-
ews, extended family
members and many
friends.

Services honoring
Rev. Fr. Jose’s life were
held on Friday, January
10, 2020 with visitation
at 5:30 p.m., followed by
a Holy Funeral Mass at
7:00 p.m. and concluded
by the Office of the Dead
as well as bidding of
farewell at St. Jude
Thaddeus  Catho l i c
Church, 800 S. Main St.,
H i g h l a n d s ,  T e x a s
77562, under the direc-
tion of Carter-Conley
Funeral Home. Services
and burial followed at
St. Joseph’s Church, Jo-
sepuram, Angamaly, In-
dia.
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To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

= Major credit cards accepted =

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

• Mobile Home Skirting

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTOR

✯

Commercial
Printing

Call for a Quote

713-977-2555
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HIGHLANDS Fire Dept. 2019 Recognition Awards

BOARD OF DIRECTORS include Ben
Coward, chair; Ben Hackler, Tim
Covington, Ryan Lopez, Wayne
Speaks, Wesley Campbell, Ruben
Lopez

MASCOTS 2019
Daveah Asher,
2020 Brantley
Duhon

ESD #14 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, Johnny
Gaeke, Mark Taylor, Jerry Ickes, Chester Stasney,
(with Marie Stasney), Jim Strouhal president (with
Letha Strouhal)

HIGHLANDS
VOLUNTEER FIRE
DEPARTMENT
Continued from page 1

TOP TEN RESPONDERS in the HIGHLANDS VOLUNTEER
FIRE DEPARTMENT 2019 include Ruben Lopez 490, Guy
Gauthier 410, Christofer Contreres 257, Nate Scott 211,
Ryan Lopez 185, Matthew Bennett 184, Wayne Speaks
146, Chad Lowery 131, Patrick Brown 115, Ben Coward
109

the age of 45, and leading a
sedentary lifestyle. African
Americans, Hispanics/Lati-
nos, Native Americans, Asian
Americans, Pacific Islanders
and people who have a fami-
ly history of the disease are
at highest risk of developing
type 2 diabetes.

“Working with your diabe-
tes team helps you effective-
ly manage the disease, keep
up with advances in care and
prevent serious complica-
tions,” Litaker said. “You
should collaborate to tailor a
program you can follow
throughout the year.”

For more information on
the full range of services pro-
vided by Houston Methodist
Baytown’s Diabetes Educa-
tion Program, call 281-420-
8525.

For reservations and more
information on the gala, con-
tact gala board president
Laurie Terry at
laterry@houstonmethodist.org.

Diabetes

Education,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

times, compared with
20 last year.  There
were 847 calls for fire
responses, compared
with 720 in 2018, a sig-
nificant increase. The
department responded
to 201 Motor Vehicle
Accidents in 2019, com-
pared to 157 the previ-
ous year.

Chief Little reported
on accomplishments in
the last year.  The de-
partment replaced old
Air Paks with new and
improved ones, thanks
to ESD#14. An impor-
tant change was
switching to East Har-
ris County Emergency
Communications Dis-
patch, a large benefit in
responses.

Using HVFD equip-
ment, the department
held training sessions
at the Baytown, Shel-
don and Deer Park fa-
cilities. Combined
training was held with
Crosby and Mont
Belvieu at the Baytown
Fire Field.

The department was
able to pay off the note
on Tanker 27, which
had cost $315,000. The
department plans on
replacing an older am-
bulance with a new one
this year.

Membership in the
HVFD stands at 65. Of
these 33 are regular, 6
apprentices,  16 retir-
ees (not in the total), 8
EMS full time paid,
and 18 EMS part-time
paid.

Station #27 now is
staffed with a night
duty fire crew, and
ESD#14 monthly meet-
ings are held at the
new building.

ELECTED OFFICERS include Chief Harvey
Little, Nate Scott, Guy Gauthier, Kyle
Little, Ryan Hotchkiss, and Glenn
Chisholm

BUSINESS of the Year, ZXP
Technologies, Chief Little
presenting award to CEO
James Taylor, and Jaime Ruiz

15 YEAR SERVICE
AWARD, Chief
Harvey Little
present award to
Kyle Little

5 YEAR SERVICE AWARD,
Christofer Contreras, Benjamine
Hackler, Joseph Gamez, Ryan
Lopez, Amber Moreton

ROOKIE of the
Year, Chad
Lowery

CITIZEN of the
Year, Claudia
Birdsong

Newport MUD bonds,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

asked questions of the
board.

At a meeting last Nov.
22, the Board of Newport
MUD voted to increase the
water bill by $35 following
the residents voting down
a $70,000,000 bond last
election day.

At the public meeting on
Jan. 21, the board proposed
a six year bond instead of
the ten year bond that asks
for $59,450,000 or the pay
as you go option would
mean a $270 a month wa-
ter bill. The issue comes to
a vote on May 2, according
to board member Marga-
rette Chasteen.

Districts must use more
surface water according to
subsidence laws, e.g. the 80
-20 law is one factor. The
districts are tasked with
using much more surface
water from legislation
passed in 1990 to contend
with sinking land. New-
port seeing this coming

built one of the first local
surface water conversion
facility by 1995.

Now, however there is a
need for an $18,705,176
surface water plant, a
$838,588 water plant, a
$12,283,766 water distri-
bution system, a sanitary
sewer system valued at
$10,847,294, lift stations
and force mains
$1,757,929, a wastewater
treatment plant $18,
223,765, and a new admin-
istration building to cost
$388,235, additionally, a
new Compass Tract De-
fined area of 530 homes to
be valued about $250,000
each has been approved
and supply to that devel-
opment is to cost an extra
$4,270,588. The total runs
$67,315,341.

The bond if passed
would add at estimate an
extra $700 a year to the
average homeowner’s tax-
es as against  over $3,240

in fees. Either way, the
money has to be supplied
by 2023 to handle the bur-
den of compliance with the
Houston-Galveston Sub-
sidence District.

Privately, many resi-
dents will say they are
wary of H.O.A.s and
M.U.D. boards that seem to
act  much more in the in-
terests of developers and
big money real estate than
the homeowners. Some of
that resentment came to
the meeting a one resident
was asked to leave early on
as he refused to accept the
premise and offered to au-
dit the system for free.

“It just feel like boards
are always selling resi-
dents a golf course when it
starts losing money, but
someone has to have one to
sell property. Let the home-
owners take all the losses,
we are just in business to
make money.” said one dis-
gruntled resident.

Current tax rates are:
Newport: $0.59, Crosby:
$0.51, Barrett: $1.09, Indi-
an Shores: $0.63, Lake
Shadows: $0.60, Spanish
Cove: $0.75, City of Bay-
town $0.81, Houston $0.58,
Mont Belvieu $0.43.

The arguments contin-
ue on social media throw-
ing accusations back and
forth but most all agree
“that Newport MUD needs
funding to address the
state mandated require-
ments and to repair our
aging infrastructure. ”

However, Mr. Don Cox
answered, “The bond must
pass - but how much? I
have a different way of
looking at this. The board
keeps saying our infra-
structure is in bad condi-
tion and the previous
boards did nothing to get
us out of this situation. If
you say the previous
boards I was on did noth-
ing about planning, we pro-
vided a successful bond
election that provided our
financing until the most
recent bond sale. That is
why it is now time for a

new bond election to carry
us into the future. To do a
bond election earlier was
just not practical. So, I ask
the engineer if the opera-
tor had been neglecting
Newport all these years
and what condition was
Newport’s infrastructure
in now. I guess no one was
ready for that question be-
cause the engineer said the
operator had taken great
care of our system and our
system was in good condi-
tion as of that day. The rea-
son we need the bond is
because of aging wear and
tear. I don’t understand
why it is necessary for this
board to scare the resi-
dents and make them
think our system has been
so neglected that they have
to pass this bond. The
truth is we need this bond
to pass, but we can get it
to pass at a lower amount
without all the hysteria.”

According to Board
member Margarette Chas-
teen, the Six year bond is
a compromise by the board
with this viewpoint.
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CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED
A D SA D S

Your AD will reach up to 120,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 40,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

AUCTION

LAND AUCTION –
25 Acres!
Saturday, February
1st 11AM. 3000
Holder Rambo Dr.,
Huffman, TX.Perfect
for Development!
BARIGBY.com
800.582.1206

              50-5

HOUSE FOR SALE

MOBILE HOME
for sale, 913 Pauline
St, Highlands, TX
77562. 2 bdrm/1 bth
$42K no financing.
832-289-3086.

                 1-2

RENT/LEASE

3/2/2 HOUSE
for rent in Newport
Subdivision. $1375/
mo. Clean and in a
quiet neighborhood.
No pets.
713-817-9140.

                  1-2

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

(Family Features) Out-
side of the home itself, re-
modeling is typically one of
the largest investments
you can make as a home-
o w n e r .  W h i l e  s o m e
projects can be tempting to
tackle yourself, many larg-
er-scale projects may re-
quire hiring a qualified
professional.

Because remodeling
your home is a big under-
taking, it’s important to
take steps to ensure the
professional you hire to
perform the work is quali-
fied to complete it to the
highest standards of qual-
ity and integrity.

Consider these tips from
the experts at the Nation-
al Association of the Re-
modeling Industry to help
you make an informed de-
cision when hiring a re-
modeling contractor.

Get Recommendations
One of the best ways to

find qualified, profession-
al help is through word-of-
mouth referrals. Ask your
relatives, friends, neigh-
bors or co-workers – par-
ticularly if they’ve recently
renovated their own homes
– if they have any previous
experience with companies
they would recommend.
Also consider searching
online for reviews of com-
panies in your area.

Stay Local
It’s often best to consid-

er established local remod-
eling companies first, as
they are typically more

Starting a Home Remodeling Project
7 tips for choosing a qualified contractor

compelled to perform high-
quality work, which allows
their businesses to thrive
and remain in the commu-
nity. Local professionals
are also likely to know per-
mit requirements and
building codes in your city
or  county ,  which can
change from year to year.

Follow Your Design Aes-
thetic

Whether your home fea-

tures a mid-century mod-
ern, contemporary or farm-
house design style, it’s
critical to choose a remod-
eler who is knowledgeable
in the construction and de-
sign of the style of your
home. Additionally, a com-
pany that specializes in
remodeling kitchens may
not be suited for a bath-
room or bedroom project.

Ask for Licenses and In-
surance

Many states, but not all,
require contractors to be
licensed, bonded and in-
sured. Ask for copies of li-
censes and insurance
certificates for any remod-
elers you’re considering to
make sure they’re current.
Most states also require
contractors to carry work-
er’s compensation, proper-
ty damage and personal

liability insurance for their
crews. Contact your state
or local licensing agencies
to ensure the contractor
meets the minimum re-
quirements.

Check References
Once you’ve narrowed

your list of potential con-
tractors, ask for a list of
references you can contact
and a portfolio of work. A

typical reference list in-
cludes 10 or more jobs with
dates as well as the cus-
tomer’s name, address and
phone number, and a port-
folio should also contain at
least 10 projects with pho-
tos of the space before
work began, during the
project and after comple-
tion. If possible, also con-
sider visiting a current job
site to see first-hand how
the contractor operates.

Search for Violations or
Complaints

Because you can’t al-
ways rely on a portfolio or
references, it’s important
to also check with your lo-
cal consumer affairs office
or the Better Business Bu-
reau to ensure there are no
complaints on record for
the contractors you’re con-
sidering, which may help
further narrow your list.

Compare Apples to Ap-
ples

While a number of dif-
ferent factors goes into ev-
ery remodeling project, be
sure all contractors you so-
licit bids from are using
the same scope and quali-
ty of work requirements.
Discuss any significant
variations in price or time-
lines and be wary of any
substantially lower esti-
mates.

Find more tips for se-
lecting a contractor at
remodelingdoneright.com.

✯      H O M E    I M P R O V E M E N T   ✯

Channelview ISD Property Foreclosure Auction; February 4, 2020 at
10:00 a.m.; Bayou City Event Center at 9401 Knight Rd, Houston,
TX 77045; Cause Number 2007-20313; TRACT 1: LT 26 BLK 6
FOREST RIVER ESTATES; HCAD #0836250000026; Property
Address: 0 Water Oak Dr, Channelview, TX 77530 and TRACT 2: LT
27 BLK 6 FOREST RIVER ESTATES; HCAD # 0836250000027;
Property Address: 0 Water Oak Dr, Channelview, TX 77530 Opening
Bid: $16,000.00; call 832.777.3373 for more information

            2-4

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

 Channelview ISD Property Foreclosure Auction; February 4, 2020
at 10:00 a.m.; Bayou City Event Center at 9401 Knight Rd, Houston,
TX 77045; Cause Number 2005-24661; TRACT 1: LT 12 BLK 5 FOR-
EST RIVER ESTATES; HCAD # 0836240000012; Property Address:
0 Laurelwood Dr, Channelview, TX 77530. Opening Bid: $8,500.00;
call 832.777.3373 for more information.

2-4

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

Notice is hereby
given that Original
Letters of Adminis-
tration for Docket
No. 480660; Estate
of JAMES EARL
ARNOLD  De-
ceased; In Probate
Court No. 1, of Har-
ris County, Texas,
Deceased, were is-
sued on January
14, 2020.

LINDA RUTH
CLEMENTS

The residence ad-
dress of the admin-
istrator is in Harris
County, Texas. The
mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
5223 Garth Rd.

Baytown, TX
77521

All persons having
claims against this
Estate which is cur-
rently being admin-
istered are required
to present them
within the time and
in the manner pre-
scribed by law.
Dated this January
16, 2020

by   WESTON
COTTEN

    Attorney for the
Estate

Where can I pick
up a Star-
Courier?

HIGHLANDS:
Library
Food Town
Community
Center
Backdraft
Restaurant
Woodforest
Bank
Exxon Station
Shell station
Chevron Station
Post Office
(outside)

CROSBY:
Library
Post Office
Community
Center
Race Track
Arlan’s Market
Community Bank
(2)
Woodforest
Bank
Hungry Jack’s
Dr. Roach
Dr.
Chevron Station
Confections
Coffee Shop
Mobil Station
Newport
package store
CRCU

HUFFMAN
Exxon Station
Community Bank
Texaco Station
Donut Shop
Valero Station

Only 16
dollars
for 20
words,
40,000
copies.

Call
(713)
266-
3444

Classified ADS 713-266-3444

LEGAL
NOTICES
APPEAR IN THE
HIGHLANDS
STAR CROSBY
COURIER, AND
THE NORTH
CHANNEL
STAR. CALL
713-266-3444
FOR MORE
INFO.
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2020 Chevy Silverado Crew Cab, STK#LZ106357. MSRP: $58,805, $2,510 dealer discount, 5,500 Factory rebate, $2,000 Gm financing, $1,000 Bonus cash, $39,795 Final Price, plus TT&L and doc fee of $150. With approved credit Must take
from dealer stock, see dealer for details offer ends 1/31/20 0% APR financing for 72 months with approved credit, $13.89 for every $1,000 financed, APR in lue of rebates. 2019 Chevy Blazer, STK#KS695099. MSRP: $48,915, $2,416 dealer discount,
2,000 Factory rebate, $750 Conquest rebate, must own 2006 or newer non-GM model. $43,749 Final Price. 2020 Chevy Trax, STK#LL109029. MSRP: $23,055, $627 dealer discount, $3,000 Factory rebate, $750 Conquest cash must own 2006 or
newer non-gm vehicle, $750 DPA through GM Financinal, $17,928. Final Price, plus TT&L and doc fee of $150. With approved credit. Must take from dealer stock, see dealer for details offer ends 1/31/20.

Congressman Babin in
Highlands,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

are important to the eco-
nomic strength of the na-
tion. These include four
port in his District TX-36,
the port and ship channel,
and Interstate I-10. He
said the closing of lanes on
the bridge is unacceptable,
and harmful to the local
and national economy. He
said that TxDOT is work-
ing on a plan that would
replace the highway and
bridge at the river with a
suspension bridge, an-
chored on each shore but
with no supporting col-
umns below in the river.

This is similar to Bay-
town’s Fred Hartman
bridge. He cautioned, how-
ever, that a project like this
takes a long time to be-
come reality. In the mean-
time, he is working with
the Corps of Engineers to
get more secure moorings
for barges in the river, to
minimize any possible
damage to the bridge
again.

He is also working with
the Corps to get legislation
to dredge and widen the
ship channel, important to
continued economic

growth in the region.
Babin touted the econo-

my under the present Re-
publican administration,
noting that more people
are working than in any
past time, and that there
were 6.2 milliion more jobs
created in the Trump
years.

He indicated that he
backed the Republican pol-
icies on such  matters has
healthcare reform, saying
that the Democratic plan
for single payer would re-
sult in “socialism take-
over” and higher costs. He

said you can’t have man-
dates, becuase you lose the
freedom of the market-
place.

Babin supported the re-
cent trade agreement
known as USMCA, saying
it would create jobs and
save jobs. He said “it is a
major victory for American
workers.”

He also supports the
new trade agreement with
China, and praised Trump
for standing up to inequi-
ties that have existed for
years. Other issues he sup-
ports include Second
Amendment Gun rights,
and the Pro-Life position
against abortions.

On immigration, he said
that open borders are dan-
gerous, letting in known
criminals. He said there

are 1.2 million illegal
aliens in the U.S. They
have had deportation hear-
ings, but just won’t leave.
He said that Democrats
want to offer them free
healthcare, but the aver-
age American ends up hav-
ing to pay for this with
increased costs for their
health insurance.

He also praised Trump
for his recent position on
allowing prayers in schools
and public meetings.

Babin answered ques-
tions from the audience,
including several on the
closing of the I-10 bridge,
and the removal of toxic
waste from the river.

Johnny Gaeke pointed
out that the area has had
a restricted or closed
bridge for one whole year,

with 3 major accidents. Al-
though he doesn’t think it
is feasible to limit barges
north of the bridge, he says
they could be moored more
safely.

Working with the EPA
Region 6 in Dallas, Babin
said the timeline for re-
moval of the Waste Pits
was Oct. 2019 EPA will is-
sue notice letters to the
responsible parties to be-
gin settlement negotia-
tions for implementation of
the final design; Feb. 2020
Maintenance activities are
planned to repair erosion
from Imelda and to place
additonal rock on the cur-
rent cap; May 2020 EPA is
to receive intermediate re-
mediation designs; and
Jan 2021 Final Designs
documents are due.


