
US EPA
The federal 
Environmental Protection 
Agency is the lead 
in dealing with the 
Superfund site. Congress 
has designated them with 
the responsibility to solve 
the problem.

PRP
Potential Responsible 
Parties include 
successors to the 
perpetrators of the Waste 
Pits. These include 
International Paper, and 
Waste Management.

US CONGRESS
Most legislators whose 
district includes the 
San Jacinto River, have 
expressed the need 
to remove the Waste 
Pits. This includes 
Congressmen Gene 
Green, Brian Babin, Ted 
Poe and others.

HARRIS COUNTY
County Attorney Vince 
Ryan led a lawsuit to 
make the Responsible 
Parties pay for 
remediation of the site. 
He won a $29.2 million 
dollar judgement to be 
spent on environmental 
improvements in the area.

SJRC/THEA
A Citizens movement, led by 
previous Highlands resident 
Jackie Young, has been the 
leading voice to have the 
Waste Pits totally removed. 
She heads San Jacinto River 
Coalition, and the new Texas 
Health and Environmental 
Alliance, Inc.

KEEPITCAPPED
A Citizens Group named 
San Jacinto Citizens 
Against Pollution located 
in Baytown has a web 
site espousing its belief 
that a permanent cap 
is the best solution. 
Thomas Knickerbocker 
is their attorney, but the 
leadership is anonymous.

San Jacinto River Waste Pits

January/February 2020  

Who is involved in the San Jacinto River Waste Pits Superfund?

FREE Take One

February meeting covers barges, 
upcoming CAC meet, progress report 
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By Gilbert Hoffman

HARRIS COUNTY – Although in early stages of planning 
and design, engineers with TxDOT have begun to talk about 
the design and schedule for a replacement bridge over 
the San Jacinto River. With 4 to 6 lanes in each direction 
and no supporting columns in the river, it would be a vast 
improvement over the current situation. However, authorities 
and environmentalists are concerned that construction of a 
new bridge might interfere with the planned removal of the 
toxic wastes in the Superfund Site in the river. Workers on 
either project could be exposed to dangerous toxic waste, 
and would require special protective procedures. Planners 
for the EPA are also taking into consideration that work might 
take place during hurricane season, limiting the schedule to 
safe months. This might also be a consideration for the bridge 
construction.

Preliminary details of the design were discussed at a 
meeting in November with the Economic Alliance, and 
additional information was learned by this newspaper from 
TxDOT engineers. TxDOT is currently conducting a PEL 
or Planning and Environmental Linkage study of the IH-10 
corridor, including the bridge. The study includes the corridor 

New IH-10 Bridge over San Jacinto 
River may affect Waste Pits removal

San Jacinto River 
Coalition hears 
EPA updates

HIGHLANDS – The San Jacinto 
River Coalition held their monthly 
meeting last Tuesday night, and 
director Jackie Young brought the 
group up to date with information 
recently received from the EPA.

She said that after not hearing 
any new information from the 
agency for several months, they 
now had emailed her and were 
planning on holding a Community 
Advisory Committee meeting in 
Houston next week. These groups 
are supposed to be an interface 
between the public and the EPA 
on environmental concerns, but 

have rarely occured. In spite of 
its name, the meeting is not open 
to the public community.

EPA reported in the recent 
email that they had conducted 
sonar exams after tropical storm 
Imelda of the waste pits cap and 
liner. They determined that the 
liner had not been torn where 
a loose barge had grounded, 
due to a heavy rock coverage 
at that point. However, they 
conceded that the site was a 
“dynamic environment” subject 
to continued change. They said 
that some erosion had occured 
during the flood, and some new 
deposition of new soil. Some of 
the site had been repaired, and 
more work was scheduled. 

Young revealed that about 
39% of the remedial design 

A barge and tugboat pass the Waste Pits in the channel of the San 
Jacinto River. The barge traffic was one of the topics discussed at the 
Coalition meeting.

package had been completed, 
and the South site was due to be 
announced in April, and the North 
in May. At that time, negotiations 

with the Responsible Parties 
can enter into serious legal and 
financial talks.

TxDOT engineers have said that the bridge design will be segmented, similar 
to this design of IH-10 over the Trinity River. The center span is 450 feet, so that 
support columns do not need to be in the river.
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USArmy COE
The Army Corps of 
Engineers has completed 
Technical Studies on the 
Environmental impact of 6+ 
strategies to Cap or Remove 
the toxic wastes.
Their recommendations 
are included in a 237 page 
report, favoring a modified 
cap over removal, but 
stating either is possible.

TPWD
Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
was designated by the 
Legislature, with the help 
of former Representative 
Wayne Smith, to 
administer $10 million 
of the lawsuit settlement 
funds for environmental 
projects along the River.

HC PCT 2
Pct. 2 received $10 
million of the $29.2 million 
settlement, and plans to 
use it for environmental 
projects within 5 miles 
of the Waste Pits. Pct. 2 
Commissioner Adrian 
Garcia leads this 
environmental effort.

HARRIS COUNTY
Various departments 
are involved, including 
Grants Administration, 
Pollution Control, and 
Public Health.

GBF
Galveston Bay Foundation 
maintains a website 
with information on all 
of the Waste Pits parties 
actions, and other 
matters of interest to the 
environmental health of 
the River and Galveston 
Bay.

OTHERS
-- TCEQ
-- US Coast Guard
-- Private Attorneys
-- Houston Chronicle
-- City of Baytown
-- KRIV ch26
-- Star-Courier

Environmental  Warnings

EPA meets privately with Community Group
A Report from Jackie Young:

As promised, I want to 
provide you with updates 
from the Community Advisory 
Committee (CAC) meeting that 
took place on February 12, 2020. 
The meeting was comprised of 
various government agencies 
from our local government to 
our federal government. The 
EPA Remedial Project Manager 
for the Waste Pits Superfund Site 
provided a presentation that 
covered post-Imelda repairs, 
Phase 2 of the Pre-Design 
Investigation, the Remedial 
Design approach and schedule, 
as well as a discussion on 
vessel traffic north of Interstate 
10. 

Following Tropical Storm 
Imelda, surveyors found 
multiple areas of the temporary 
cap that needed to be repaired. 
The repairs were made to the 
cap but since then, additional 
needs were discovered along 
the river bed, just beyond the 
cap’s edge. These repairs will 
stabilize the land around the Pit 
that was eroded during flooding. 

Repairs will being in March or 
April so you can expect to see 
increased on-site activity. 

During the Pre-Design 
Investigation (PDI), the 
responsible parties’ contractors 
and the EPA have done their 
due diligence in gaining a better 
understanding of the extent of 
contamination in and around 
the Pits. During this time, they 
proved correct the theory many 
of our residents have - the waste 
is deeper than the originally 
thought 12-14 ft depth. They 
found a few areas where the 
waste material is greater than 
24 ft deep. This is double the 
depth originally understood for 
remediation and has mounted 
the complexity of full-removal. 
Once the 30% design package 
is final within the EPA, they will 
present the updates and path 
forward to the community. 

At the last community 
meeting, the EPA took away 
your concerns about excavation 
during hurricane season and 
potential re-use of the crushed 
concrete from the temporary 
cap. Excavation is planned 

for non-peak flood seasons 
which they’ve determined from 
looking at the River’s historical 
flood data. Work will take 
place year round at the Site 
but excavation specifically will 
only take place part of the year 
in efforts to mitigate potential 
impacts from Mother Nature. 
As for the crushed concrete, 
samples of the material were 
collected from three areas on 
the northern impoundment and 
transported to a lab for analysis. 
After hearing the community 
concerns, the EPA required 
stronger testing measures and 
a three step testing approach. 
The results from this should be 
available this summer. 

One of the greatest challenges 
during remediation will be water 
entering the site from the water 
table. Consultants and the EPA 
are looking at this as part of the 
treatability study. Water samples 
were taken from site and 
filtration approaches are being 
assessed to treat the water on 
site. The frac tanks that remain 
on Site have low levels of water 
in them and aren’t expected to 

impact the stability of the Site. 
As for the dolphin structures 

north of Interstate 10 - they are 
not expected to be repaired for 
up to two years!

Lastly, barge traffic. Post-
Imelda, the US Coast Guard 
issued a Marine Safety 
Information Bulletin (MSIB 55-
19) for the area that spans from 
the southern tip of Southwest 
Shipyard to just north of the 
northern Waste Pit. This area 
is now considered a “safety 
zone” for vessel traffic and 
places specific restrictions and 
requirements on the navigable 
waterway. Vessels are only 
allowed to travel in this zone 
from sunrise to sunset and each 
vessel has to check in with the 
agency prior to entering the 
zone and upon leaving the zone. 

In all, we had an extremely 
productive dialogue and 
meeting. We will discuss these 
topics further at our April 
Coalition meeting. Feel free 
to let me know if you have any 
questions or concerns.

as it passes through Houston, Jacinto 
City, Channelview, Baytown, and 
Mont Belvieu. A PEL study is a high-
level, early-planning study process 
that represents an approach to 
transportation decision making that 
considers environmental, community 
and economic goals early in the 
planning stage. It involves public 
meetings with feedback from the 
public and interested parties, as well 
as engineering studies.

Normally a new bridge as 
contemplated would take 5 to 10 
years for design and construction, 
but TxDOT indicates that due to the 
critical nature of this corridor, and 
the continued threat of damage from 
barge traffic and storms, the schedule 
may be condensed to 3 to 5 years.

This short schedule puts the 
construction activity into the area at the 
same time as the EPA plans to remove 
the toxic Waste Pits from the North and 
South sides of the bridge. TxDOT said 
they are aware of this problem and 
taking it into consideration. Also being 

studied is how the expanded 
highway, at a higher elevation, 
would join with existing roads 
on the east and west banks. 
They are especially concerned 
about the intersection with 
Crosby-Lynchburg Road, and 
Highway 330, they said.

The cross section of the 
bridge design they may adopt 
shows a clearance under the 
structure of 45 feet, and a clear 
span shore to shore of 450 feet. 
(See diagram). The width of the 
bridge, and how many lanes 
it has, will depend upon the 
PEL study, the engineers say. 
It might be 4 to6 lanes each 
direction, and possibly with an 
HOV lane in addition.

The bridge is expected to 
cost $250 to $350 million dollars, 
and so far no source of funding 
has been identified. TxDOT 
said that typically a mix of local, 
state, and federal monies are 
used.

New IH-10 Bridge may affect Waste Pits

Cross-section of the Trinity River IH-10 bridge shows a clean span of 450’ 
with a total length of 990’, and support columns on dry land and not in the 
floodway. Clearance under the center section of the bridge is 45’, enough 
to allow taller tugboats. Currently the clearance of the San Jacinto river 
bridge is only 20’ and higher and lower tugboats work in transfer teams to 
get barges past the bridge.


