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These stories
in the PRESS:
• Chambers County
COVID-19 cases
• Stay Safe Order shall
continue April 30, 2020
•Dayton efforts to combat
COVID-19

......And more, Page 5

Goose Creek CISD distributes iPads
to students for online classes

SAY “YES” TO CENSUS, BE COUNTED

COVID-19 Virus changed everyone’s life

Fatality on Main Street Congress passes
$2 trillion coronavirus
stimulus package
• $1,200 for individuals earning $75,000 annually or
less
• $2,400 for a marriage couple earning $150,000
annually or less
• $500 per child
•No need to fill out an application, Goverment will
deposit it into your bank account based on your 2018
or 2019, the latest you have declared.
•Only people with a social security number qualify for
this stimulus check.
•Checks could be deposited within 3 weeks or could
take up to 4 months.

Kevin Foxworth, area executive director for Goose Creek CISD,
checks out a device to Jason Giege-Reynolds, Crockett
Elementary third-grader.

Aiden Allen-Law a kindergarten student from B. P. Hopper
Primary, shows off the iPad that has been checked out to him
for his online classwork.

HOUSTON AREA

TEXAS

UNITED STATES

WORLDWIDE

COVID-19
Cases as of

March 31, 2020

1,071 POSITIVE
11 DEATHS

79 RECOVERED

3,344 POSITIVE
49 DEATHS

826,222 POSITIVE
40,708 DEATHS

174,115 RECOVERED

174,467 POSITIVE
3,416 DEATHS

6,000 RECOVERED

BIRTHDAYS
Apr 2--Mickey Mann

Tim Engle
Pauline Cutbirth
Levi James Boyd

Apr 3--Randall Henning
Dylan James Lay
Liam Greenwood
Bryan Muldrow
Dot Sheffield
Zac Bowman

Apr 4--Cory Hildebrand
Clydeen Valentine
Denise Hernandez
Robert H. Sparks

Apr 5--Fred Dunks
Apr 6--J.J. Worthen
Apr 7--Jean Oliver

Charlotte Yates
Apr 8--Thomas Earl Fabian

Marie Engle
ANNIVERSARIES
Apr 5- Randy & Rose

Donnell

CITY OF HOUSTON

HARRIS COUNTY

PRE-SCREENING

HOUSTON METHODIST
HOSPITAL BAYTOWN

COVID-19
RESOURCES

832-393-4220

713-634-1110
ASK A NURSE

MYMETHODIST APP
(DOWNLOAD)
FOR VIRTUAL

URGENT CARE

HARRIS COUNTY
832-927-7575
readyharris.org

HARRIS COUNTY –
Since 1790, as mandated
by the Constitution, Amer-
icans have come together
every 10 years to be count-
ed. This record of every
person residing in the
United States is important
as it provides the basis for
the reapportionment of
congressional seats, redis-
tricting, and distribution of
over $675 billion in vital
annual federal funds to
support state, county and
community programs
across the country. For per-
spective, it’s estimated

that our community lost
millions of federal funding
because of undercounting.
This is important for resi-
dents of Harris County.  In
2020, let’s make sure ev-
eryone counts!
CENSUS 101

By April 1, 2020, every
home will receive an invi-
tation to participate in
Census 2020. There will be
four options to complete:
By phone, by mail, in per-
son and, for the first time,
online. Respondents will
also have the opportunity
to complete the census on

their mobile device.
YES! TO CENSUS 2020

To ensure we are not
overlooked, the City of
Houston and Harris Coun-
ty have created the YES!
TO CENSUS 2020 cam-
paign, a local initiative in-
viting families, friends and
neighbors to show pride in
our communities by re-
sponding to the census.
HOW THE CENSUS BENEFITS
OUR COMMUNITY

Federal funds, grants
and support to states,

Montrose Bridges over the Southwest Freeway were
lighted in Yellow this week to mark CENSUS WEEK.See CENSUS, page 3

A mangled Harley-Davidson motorcycle lies
directly in front of the Crosby Middle School
Saturday night shortly before 11:00 p.m.

CROSBY – According to
Deputy M. Amad, on
March 28, at about 10:51
p.m., Josue Munoz was
driving a 2002 Honda Ac-
cord southbound in the
outside lane of the 14700
block of Main Street. Mu-
noz was at the intersection
of FM 2100 and Krenek
Rd. when the light turned
green, Munoz proceeded
through the intersection.
Gerald Wagnone III was
riding a 2007 Harley
Davidson FXSTC in the
same direction on the out-

See FATALITY, page 2

People around the world, including Harris Coun-
ty residents are experiencing the biggest changes
in their whole life, due to the incredible spread of
the Coronavirus known as COVID-19.

School closings, businesses and restaurants
closed due to the public orders to “Stay Home Work
Safe,” financial markets in turmoil, and medical
facilities overwhelmed with patients that are sick
and dying are  the signs of the path of destruction
that this virus has wrought.

Starting in Wuhan China, it seemed that the
problems were far away, but modern lifestyles in-
cluding worldwide travel, brought the deadly vi-
rus into hundreds of countries in just a few short
weeks. Every country has fought the epidemic on
their own terms, but with thousands sick and hun-

dreds dying, the World Health Organization soon
labelled this disease a Pandemic.

In this country, federal officials and the Presi-
dent at first tried to minimize the threat and say
that they had control of the disease, but eventu-
ally had to admit that there was a lack of medi-
cines and medical supplies to properly deal with
the problem.

In only a short month, since last February,
Houston has seen a total of 377 confirmed posi-
tive cases and 4 deaths. Harris County outside
Houston has recorded 303 cases and 2 deaths.
Although the common flu is more prevalent each
year than Covid-19, the new virus spreads faster

See VIRUS, page 3
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WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Call
GRAFIKSHOP
for printing quotes
713-977-2555

I can do all things
through Christ who

strengthens me.

PHILIPPIANS 4:13

LOVE NEVER FAILS
I Corinthians 13:8

Select Services:
Personal Care
Social Outlings
Respite Care
24 hr. Care

In-Hospital Sitting
Post-Surgical
    Assistance
Pet & Plant Care
Light Housework
Meal Preparation
Transportation

MONICA NELSON
COMMUNITY LIASON

346-216-8872
mnelson@sigselect.com
606 Rollingbrook Dr. #2G

Baytown, TX 77521
832-695-2328

The Journey of a thousand
miles begins with one step

-LaoTzu

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

What we suffer now
is nothing compared

to the glory He will
reveal to us later

ROMANS 8:18

Siding &
Roof Repairs

Mobile Home Skirting
Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

OBITUARIES
✯

STERLING ~ WHITE
FUNERAL HOME & CEMETERY

281-426-3555

11011 Crosby-Lynchburg Rd.
Highlands, TX 77562

Nelda Joyce
Holleman

Nelda Joyce Holleman,
88, of Highlands, Texas,
passed away on Thursday,
March 26, 2020. She was
born at home in Caradan,
Texas on July 28, 1931 to
Viola Jane Harris Craw-
ford and Norman Thomas
Crawford. Nelda lived in
Caradan through the first
grade, at age 6. In 1937, the
family along with two
younger brothers, Glenn
Ray and Norman Carroll
moved to a government
farm in Goose Creek, Tex-
as, on Garth Road, which
is now called Baytown. She
attended elementary and
junior high at Cedar Bay-
ou and graduated from
Robert E. Lee High School
in 1948. Nelda met the love
of her life William Clinton
Holleman on a Sunday
night at church and then a
year later they were mar-
ried on December 16th,
1950. In their retirement
years, they became full
time RV’rs for six years
and traveled to many plac-
es. She was an avid reader
and a member of the High-
lands Book Review Club.
Tending to her garden,
planting vegetables, and
yardwork is what she re-
ally enjoyed. Nelda had an
outgoing personality and a
good sense of humor that
will be missed by all who
knew and loved her.

 She is preceded in
death by her husband, Wil-
liam Holleman; parents,
Norman and Viola Craw-
ford; son, Dan Lee Holle-
man; grandson, Michael
Bland; brothers, Glen Ray
Crawford and Norman
Carroll Crawford; former
sister-in-law, Lina Sue Phi-
lo; sister-in-laws and
brother-in-laws, Virginia
Holleman, Marian and

AUSTIN – March 25, 2020
- Governor Greg Abbott has
waived certain regulations
from the Texas Board of
Nursing regarding licensing
renewal and subsequent fees
for nurses in Texas. The Gov-
ernor's waiver authorizes a
six-month grace period for
nurses with expired licens-
es. This grace period will al-
low nurses who are
otherwise in good standing

AUSTIN – March 28, 2020
- Governor Greg Abbott has
waived certain regulations
allowing for an expedited li-
censing reactivation process
for Advanced Practice Reg-
istered Nurses (APRN) in
Texas. Under these waivers,
an APRN with a license that
has been inactive for more
than two years, but less than
four years, will not have to
pay a reactivation fee, com-
plete continuing education

AUSTIN – March 28, 2020
- Governor Greg Abbott has
waived certain licensing re-
newal regulations for Texas
pharmacists, pharmacy
technicians, and pharmacy
technician trainees. With
these waivers, the Governor
is temporarily extending ex-

Jimmie Holleman, Jan and
Robert Holleman; and her
favorite aunt that was like
a mother to her, May Red-
den.

 Nelda is survived by
her children, Susan O’neal
and husband William, and
William Kraig Holleman;
grandchildren, Carrie
Bland Cuevas and hus-
band Chuck, and Matthew
Bland; great-grandchil-
dren, Ian Cuevas, Hailie
Ellis, Jillian Cuevas, Tan-
ner Cuevas, and Daphne
Cuevas; sister-in-law, Pat-
sy Crawford; cousins, Ollie
and Jack Matthews, and a
host of extended family
and friends.

The family would like to
say “Thank You” to the
staff at ADL Assisted Liv-
ing in Highlands, especial-
ly to Mrs. Virginia, Donna
and Devyn, and Ruth from
Faith Hospice for all their
loving care.

Services and a graveside
were privately held and
were under the care of
Sterling-White Funeral
Home, 11011 Crosby-
Lynchburg Rd., Highlands
Texas.

Gov. Abbott waives several
licensing barriers in healthcare

Governor Abbott waives certain licensing renewal
regulations, fees for nurses

to continue practicing
and will give them addi-
tional time to renew
their license without
added fees and penalties.

 "Nurses are essential
to protecting the public
health and safety of our
communities as we com-
bat the COVID-19 virus,”
said Governor Abbott.
"With these temporary
waivers, nurses in Texas

can continue caring for pa-
tients without worrying
about potential delays or
barriers imposed by the li-
censing renewal process.
We are grateful for the
nurses serving throughout
our state, and Texas are
committed to ensuring
they have the resources
and support they need to
do their jobs as we face this
public health emergency."

Governor Abbott removes licensing barriers for advance
practice registered nurses

credits, or complete the
current practice require-
ments. For APRNs with
a license that has been
inactive for more than
four years, the reactiva-
tion fee and continuing
education requirements
will be waived.

 "Our frontline health-
care workers play a cru-
cial role in Texas'
response to COVID-19,

and we are working to re-
duce barriers for former
nurses who are ready and
willing to serve in our com-
munities," said Governor
Abbott. "By expediting the
process for APRNs to reac-
tivate their license, Texas
is allowing more health-
care professionals to reen-
ter the workforce and
assist in our effort to com-
bat COVID-19."

piration dates for licens-
es and temporarily sus-
pending continuing
education requirements
for pharmacists.

"As our state responds
to COVID-19, it is impor-
tant that Texans contin-
ue to have access to the

services they depend on to
meet their daily needs,"
said Governor Abbott.
"With these waivers, phar-
macists and pharmacy
technicians can continue to
meet the needs of their fel-
low Texans without poten-
tial delays caused by an
expired license."

Governor Abbott waives certain licensing regulations for
pharmacists, technicians

and is more virulent,
therefore more dangerous,
say the medical experts.
The U.S. has experienced
174,467 cases of the virus,
with 3416 deaths. Experts
at the Center for Disease
Control in Washington
have predicted that the toll
might rise above 100,000
deaths, and the president
conjectured that it might
be 200,000. But in a
strange viewpoint, he said

COVID-19 Virus,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

that would be a victory,
since the toll could be high-
er, perhaps even 2,000,000.

Without a vaccine to de-
feat the virus, medical pro-
fessionals are telling the
public that the only way to
control the spread is to
stay 6 feet away from oth-
ers, wash hands thorough-
ly and often, clean surfaces
and don’t touch them un-
less necessary, and control
your cough and cover it

with a clean tissue.
Since the development

of an effective vaccine may
be months or years away,
hospitals are trying to ease
the severity of the disease
in those affected with ven-
tilators for their lungs, and
medicines made for other
purposes but showing
some success in treating
this virus.

In addition most local
and federal governments
have severely restricted
travel, whether it is a Stay
Home order as such from
Harris County Judge Lina
Hidalgo, or a forced quar-
antine for travelers arriv-

ing from outside the J.S.
borders.

Although most families
and individuals are not
used to this type of restric-
tion and find it uncomfort-
able and abhorent,
nevertheless the guidel-
lines are being followed by
most of the population, and
experts say it is having an
affect on the rate of spread
of the disease. The fact that
essential services, such as
groceries, fuel, and medical
services are still available
in some form have helped
ease the minds of most peo-
ple. However, experts have
noted that stress and do-

mestic violence have risen
in situations such as this,
and warn people to seek
help, or find diversions
such as physical exercise to
help control the stress.

Authorities such as Pct.
2 Commissioner Adrian
Garcia have warned that
East Harris County is es-
pecially vulnerable to the
health problems related to
the COVID-19 virus. This
is because of the age of the
population, the existing
pollution in the environ-
ment, and the notorious
lack of medical services in
this area. He cautioned all
residents to take extra care

to follow CDC and County
guidelines, such as “social
distancing.” He asked any-
one with a special problem
to contact his office for
more help.

Deadlines for elections,
sports events, school and
businesses re-openings,
and social distancing have
been pushed back several
times, now extending
through May in many cas-
es, or longer. It remains to
be seen how deadly this
disease will be, and how
soon life will return to nor-
mal. Citizens are filled
with expectation and hope
that it will all be over soon.
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281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide,

Hospice Services
*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2018 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: cri.tax.jhinson@gmail.com

Maximum Tax Savings

AUSTIN –  March 30,
2020 - Governor Greg
Abbott has waived cer-
tain statutory provi-
sions to ensure public
safety employees who
contract COVID-19 dur-
ing the course of their
employment will be re-
imbursed for reasonable
medical expenses relat-
ed to their treatment of
COVID-19. Because the
nature of their duties

Governor Abbott waives
COVID-19 medical cost-sharing
for public safety employees

has caused them to in-
crease their risk of con-
tracting COVID-19, the
Governor has waived
these statutory provi-
sions so that public safe-
t y  e m p l o y e e s  w h o
contract COVID-19 are
not also financially pe-
nalized.

“Texas’ public safety
employees are vital to
o u r  C O V I D - 1 9  r e -
sponse,” said Governor

Abbott. “These brave
men and women are on
the front lines and risk-
ing potential exposure
to keep our communities
safe. By waiving these
statutory provisions,
Texas will ensure that
those who may contract
COVID-19 will have the
support they need to pay
for medical expenses.”

Tailgate group observes
“social distancing dining,”
a sign of the times

Red truck runs
over man in road

According to Deputy C.D. Capretta, Harris County
Sheriff’s Office Accident Investigator, on March 26 at about
9:15 p.m., the complainant Michael Dune Hale was believed
to be laying in the roadway for unknown reasons in the
4600 block of FM 1960 in the #3 westbound lane.

Mr. Hale was struck by an unknown red vehicle which
was traveling westbound in the #3 westbound lane. The
vehicle, believed to be a pick-up truck, failed to stop and
render aid, and fled the scene. It may be that the driver of
the truck did not know that a person had been hit. Hale
died at the scene due to injuries sustained in the collision.
The case remains open, an investigation by H.C.S.O.
Vehicular Crimes Division is ongoing.

side lane at a high rate of
speed.

The investigation indi-
cated that Gerald Wag-
none III failed to control
speed and struck the back
of the 2002 Honda Accord.
Upon impact, Gerald Wag-
none III was thrown from
the motorcycle and was
found with no signs of life
at the scene, due to the in-
juries he sustained during
this crash. This case re-
mains open and is under
investigation by the Harris
County Sheriff ’s Office Ve-
hicular Crimes Division.

Cycle
Fatality,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Outside Hungry Jacks six feet apart sits the Tailgate Breakfast Group, able
to solve world problems before lunch. Danny Lathe, Ed Foster, Billy Heinez,
Bob Franks, Bill Booley and two Crosby VFD await a cause to discuss.
Covid 19 “social distancing” put the group outside.

YES to
Census,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

counties and communities
are based on accurate cen-
sus statistics like popula-
tion totals and
breakdowns by sex, age,
race and other factors. Our
community benefits when
we have more clinics, bet-
ter schools, safe roads, and
an expanding workforce.
High-quality census data
gives community leaders
important information
needed to make decisions
about building community
centers, opening business-
es, and planning for the
future. Standing up and
being counted is an impor-
tant way for individuals to
impact where money to
build and improve infra-
structure is allocated
across the U.S. This infor-
mation is also critical to
local disaster and emer-
gency preparedness fund-
ing.
YOUR BUSINESS CAN HELP

The census is the basis for
distributing grants for eco-
nomic development and in-
forms decisions, such as local
business expansion and
neighborhood revitalization.
We encourage business own-
ers, as trusted voices in your

community, to spread the
word about YES! TO CEN-
SUS 2020 by printing and
posting signage found in the
marketing toolkit (includes
multiple languages, tem-
plates, Instagram carousel,
flyers, emails, postcards and
fact sheets). Find materials
specific to your customer and
community base, including:
children, African American,
Chinese, Persons with certain
disabilities, Hindi-speakers,
Hispanic, LGBTQ+, Non-His-
panic White, Urdu-speakers,
Vietnamese.

Partners, like you, are crit-
ical to the success of a com-
plete and accurate count in
2020. You have the chance to
educate your community
about Census 2020 and en-
courage citizens to respond.
The census data is used in a
multitude of ways and im-
pacts funding and services
around housing, education,
transportation, and employ-
ment. Understanding the im-
portance of this initiative is
critical to our future as a city,
county, state and nation.

GET THE WORD OUT: SAFETY
& TRUST

Please help your commu-
nity understand there is no
jeopardy in completing the
2020 Census. Responses will
be safe, secure, and protected
by federal law. Answers to the
9 simple questions (like age,
sex, and the number of peo-
ple who live in your home–in-
cluding children) can only be
used to produce statistics. Re-
sponses cannot be used
against them by any govern-
ment agency or court in any
way—not by the FBI, not by
the CIA, not by the DHS, and
not by ICE.

Also important to note, the
census will never ask for So-
cial Security numbers, bank
or credit card numbers, mon-
ey or donations, or anything
related to political parties.

If you have need for print-
ed materials, they can be
picked up at 8410 Lantern
Point Dr., Houston, TX 77054.
Please send your request to
check out materials to Janeen
S p a t e s ,
Janeen.Spates@csd.hctx.net.
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STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

✯

Social
Security
Matters

by AMAC Certified Social Security Advisor Russell Gloor
Association of Mature American Citizens

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save pTime & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

= Major credit cards accepted =

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

• Mobile Home Skirting

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTOR

✯

CENTRAL AUTO
INSPECTIONS

FULL SERVICE VEHICLE INSPECTIONS

713-702-3200
JOHNNY GAEKE 911 S. MAIN
OWNER-INSPECTOR HIGHLANDS, TX 77562

WASHINGTON, DC
– U.S. Congressman
Brian Babin (TX-36)
issued the following
statement after the
Phase III coronavirus
relief package, the
CARES Act (H.R. 748),
was passed by voice
vote in the U.S. House
of Representatives
earlier today and
signed into law by
President Trump hours
later.

 “The Phase III
coronavirus relief
package was far from
perfect, but the Ameri-
can people and the
economy need immedi-
ate help to address this
unprecedented crisis,”
said Babin. “This
package contained
many components that
will stimulate our
economy, provide
resources for hospitals
and health care work-
ers, relief for small
businesses and their
employees, support for
state and local govern-
ments, and help for
American workers. It’s
for this reason that I
support its passage.

 “I am relieved that
Speaker Pelosi’s ploy to
include many of her
socialist wish list of
Green New Deal
policies failed earlier
this week. It’s also
important to note that
this package did not
include a pay raise for
Members of Congress
as has been inaccurate-
ly reported on Face-
book and other media
outlets.

“I have full confi-
dence that President
Trump and his Admin-
istration will use these
funds responsibly and
do what is necessary to
protect the American
people and defeat this
pandemic while sus-
taining the viability of
our economy and
workforce until the
threat of this virus has
passed.

“In the meantime, I
will continue to pray
and fight to ensure the
residents of Texas’s
36th Congressional
District remain safe
and have the resources
they need to continue
the battle against
COVID-19. Together,
we will win and Ameri-
ca will rise stronger
than ever before.”

Dear Rusty: I turned
63 August 12th, 2019. I
will be retiring June 30th,
2020 from my current job.
I will have made approxi-
mately $35,000 by then
and am receiving sever-
ance pay of $19,000 on
June 30th. Will the pay I
receive through June
30th affect what I can
draw from Social Securi-
ty? Also, how much of a
difference would it be if I
wait until August 12th,
2020 to officially start
drawing Social Security?
Is there any other
information I should be
aware of before I start
drawing Social Security?
Signed: Anxious to Retire

Dear Anxious: First,
let me assure you that the
money you earned this
year before your benefits
start aren’t counted as
part of Social Security’s
“earnings test” which
could affect your payment
after your benefits start.
When you claim, your
Social Security benefit
amount will depend upon
two things – your “prima-
ry insurance amount” (or
“PIA”) which is deter-
mined from your highest
earning 35 years (adjust-
ed for inflation) over your
lifetime, and the age at
which you claim your SS
benefit. By claiming at
age 64 in August, your
benefit will be cut by
about 15.6% from what it
would be if you wait to
claim at your full retire-
ment age (66 plus 4
months). Your earnings
for 2020 won’t be applied
to your SS record until
after you file your 2020
taxes in 2021, so won’t
affect your benefits (if
appropriate) until after
that. If your 2020 earn-
ings are more than any of
those in the 35 years used
to initially compute your
benefit, your benefit will
increase at that time. The
day of the month you
were born isn’t signifi-
cant, only the month. So,
if you apply to start
benefits in August of
2020, your benefit cut will
be as stated above
because you’re claiming
exactly 2 years and 4
months early. But if you
wait longer you’ll gain
another 5/9ths of 1%
(.556%) for each addition-
al month you delay up

Ask Rusty – Retiring from
Work; When Should I
Claim Social Security?

until your full retirement
age (FRA).

Although you plan to
retire from work, be
aware that if you decide
to return you’ll be subject
to Social Security’s
earnings limit once you
are collecting benefits
before your FRA, and that
will be the case until you
reach your full retirement
age. If you go back to
work after you start your
SS and earn more than
$1,520 in any remaining
month of 2020, you’ll not
be entitled to benefits for
that month. Starting in
2021, you’ll be subject to
an annual earnings limit
of at least $18,240 (that’s
the 2020 limit – limits for
future years aren’t yet
known but will be
higher). Exceeding the
annual limit will cause
SS to withhold half of
anything you earn over
the limit. The limit is
more, and the penalty is
less in the year you reach
your FRA and goes away
once you have reached
your full retirement age.

Finally, to be sure
you’re aware, you can
actually defer claiming
SS until age 70 if you
wish. After you reach
your full retirement age
you’ll earn delayed
retirement credits (DRCs)
of 8% per year of delay,
which are added to your
benefit when you finally
claim it. That would give
you a benefit which is
29% more at age 70 than
it would be at your full
retirement age.

This article is intended
for information purposes
only and does not repre-
sent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the AMAC
Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by
the National Social
Security Association
(NSSA). NSSA and the
AMAC Foundation and
its staff are not affiliated
with or endorsed by the
Social Security Adminis-
tration or any other
governmental entity. To
submit a question, visit
our website
(amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-
advisory) or email us at
ssadvisor
@amacfoundation.org.

MESSAGE
FROM

✯

REP.
BRIAN
BABIN

Babin issues
statement on
passage of the phase
III Coronavirus
relief package

AUSTIN — President Trump
on March 25 issued a major
disaster declaration for the state
of Texas as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Trump’s action came at the
request of Gov. Greg Abbott,
who is seeking additional federal
assistance to combat the
disease. In recent days Abbott
issued multiple waivers of state
laws to remove barriers limiting
the response to the pandemic.
He also activated the Texas
National Guard to be prepared to
assist with response efforts.

Abbott said the president’s
declaration “opens up new
sources of funding for individual
and public assistance that will
help Texas respond to this public
health emergency and protect
public health and safety.”

Federal aid is earmarked to
overcome current and prospec-
tive shortages of personal
protective gear, medical
equipment, testing supplies,
hospital beds and medical
personnel.

Meanwhile, Abbott has
ordered the temporary closure of
in-person school operations and
prohibited non-critical visits to
nursing homes, retirement or
long-term care facilities. He also
has mandated that Texans
avoid:

—Social gatherings of more
than 10 people;

—Dine-in eating and drinking
at bars or restaurants; and

—Gyms or massage
establishments.

On March 28 the Texas
Department of State Health
Services reported 25,483 people
had been tested so far for
COVID-19 in Texas. Of those,
2,552 tests were reported as
positive and there had been 34
deaths.

Quarantine orders issued
Gov. Abbott on March 26

issued an executive order
mandating a self-quarantine for
individuals traveling to Texas as
their final destination through an
airport from the New York-New
Jersey-Connecticut area or from
the city of New Orleans.

Abbott said the order,
consistent with the guidance of
Dr. Anthony Fauci and Dr.
Deborah Birx of the White House
Coronavirus Task Force, would
be enforced by the Texas
Department of Public Safety.

White House grants disaster
declaration for state of Texas

Self-quarantines will last 14
days or for the duration of a
person’s presence in Texas,
whichever is shorter.

Abbott said the executive
order does not apply to people
traveling in connection with
military service, emergency
response, health response or
critical-infrastructure functions,
as may be determined by the
Texas Division of Emergency
Management.

The executive order would
remain in force until he modifies,
amends, rescinds or super-
sedes it, Abbott said.

On March 29, Abbott issued
another executive order that
expands the quarantine
mandate to include air travelers
arriving from the states of
California, Louisiana and
Washington and the cities of
Atlanta, Chicago, Detroit and
Miami.

A person in quarantine is
prohibited from allowing visitors
into or out of the designated
quarantine location — other
than a physician or healthcare
provider — and is prohibited
from visiting any public spaces.

Announcements, actions
The following are few of

many announcements posted
last week by the governor’s
office relating to actions to
combat COVID-19:

— Texas received a $16.2
million grant from the U.S.
Department of Health and
Human Services’ Administration
for Community Living to provide
meals for older adults. The grant
was part of a $250 million outlay
authorized by the Families First
Coronavirus Response Act
signed into law by President
Trump on March 18.

— Texas received $36.9
million from the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
as part of the state's initial
allotment of funding from the
first emergency coronavirus bill
passed by Congress. The Texas
Department of State Health
Services will distribute $19.5

million to 43 local health
departments to aid in their
COVID-19 response, including
$1.75 million for Dallas County,
Tarrant County and the San
Antonio Metro Health District.
Remaining funds will be used by
DSHS to support operations in
areas of the state not covered by
local health departments and for
statewide response activities.

— Gov. Abbott and the Texas
Health and Human Services
Commission on March 25
requested permission from the
U.S. Department of Agriculture to
allow Texas Supplemental
Nutritional Assistance Program
recipients to use their benefits at
take out and drive-thru restau-
rants throughout the state. If
approved, this action would open
up another food source for 3.2
million Texans as the effort to
combat COVID-19 continues.

— Gov. Abbott on March 24
directed the Texas Department of
State Health Services to issue
guidance allowing restaurants to
sell bulk retail products from
restaurant supply chain
distributors directly to consumers
for home consumption, provided
that such foods are in their
original condition, packaging, or
presented as received by the
restaurant.

Agencies to stay on job
Texas Attorney General Ken

Paxton on March 25 issued a
letter explaining that political
subdivisions may not restrict
state agency personnel, agents
and contractors from providing
governmental services, including
travel to and from work.

Paxton said the authoritative
document is Gov. Abbott’s
Executive Order GA-08, which
says, “all critical infrastructure will
remain operational, and
government entities and
businesses will continue
providing essential services.”

Local government regulations
must remain consistent with the
state constitution and laws,
Paxton added.
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Chambers
County
“Stay Safe”
Executive
Order

The Executive Order
(Stay Safe Order/
Emergency Measures)
issued by Chambers
County Judge Jimmy
Sylvia on March 24, 2020
shall continue until 11:59
p.m. on April 30, 2020.

 In order to prevent
the spread of COVID-19,
food service
establishments,
convenience stores, and
other retail
establishments selling
food or drink shall not
allow customers to self-
serve ready to eat food
or drink.  This includes
buffets, beverage
dispensers, and
customer self-service
stations.

To summarize, the
amendment restricts
entry in "Essential Retail
Establishments" to one
person per family unless
there is an extenuating
circumstance.

Beach City
Newsletter

Hello, Neighbors!
City Council Extends

Local State of Disaster
Declaration

As you know, on
March 17, 2020 I issued
a proclamation,
declaring a "Local State
of Disaster" for Beach
City. By law, that
Declaration would
expire in seven days
unless extended by our
City Council. Tuesday
night, March 24 at the
regularly scheduled City
Council meeting, the
Beach City City Council
voted to extend the
declaration. It shall
continue until
terminated by order of
the City Council or
Mayor. I have this
posted on the City
Website at
beachcitytx.us.

RAILROAD
CROSSING ON FM 1405

As many of you on
the south end of town
know, the RR crossing
on FM 1405 at JSW Steel
is in terrible/dangerous
shape. Help is on the
way, finally. Since it is a
privately owned rail, JSW
is responsible for the
repairs. They have
indicated to our County
Commissioner Billy
Combs, that a contractor
has been hired and work
will begin once TxDOT
approves their traffic
control plan.

Jackey Lasater,
Mayor, Beach City

BAYTOWN — (March 31,
2020) — Baytown area resi-
dents looking to skip the
drive and doctor’s office
waiting room can connect
with a board-certified Hous-
ton Methodist healthcare
provider 24/7 with no ap-
pointment necessary via vir-
tual urgent care.

Virtual urgent care,
available through the
MyMethodist app, provides
easy access to services, al-
lowing patients the opportu-
nity to see a provider via
video. With virtual urgent
care, a patient can get help
for minor illnesses from the
comfort of their own home.
In addition to virtual urgent
care, the MyMethodist app
also provides access to vir-
tual behavioral health and
virtual nutrition counseling.

Conditions that may be
appropriate for virtual ur-
gent care video visits in-
clude cold/flu symptoms,
pink eye, skin infections/
rash, allergies, cough, fever,
headache and upper respi-
ratory infections. Houston
Methodist Primary Care
Group (PCG) and Specialty
Physician Group (SPG) doc-
tors are available for virtu-
al visits.

The MyMethodist app in-
cludes access to medical
records through MyChart,
physician communications,
test results, bill payment,
prescription refills, and way
finding maps for Houston

Houston Methodist
Baytown Hospital offers
Virtual Urgent Care

Methodist Baytown Hospi-
tal and Houston Methodist
facilities across the greater
Houston area.

Anyone with access to the
IOS or Android app stores
can download the
MyMethodist mobile app.
Simply download the app,
select a provider and begin
your visit. Urgent care vid-
eo visits allow patients to
have a face-to-face conversa-
tion to address certain med-
ical issues without the need
for scheduling an in-person
appointment, unless other-
wise directed by the medi-
cal provider.

Baytown area residents
concerned they may have
been exposed to COVID-19
may use virtual urgent to
connect with a provider as
an alternative to scheduling
an in-office doctor’s appoint-
ment. Whether you are ex-
periencing COVID-19
symptoms or want to avoid
spreading or catching
germs, you can speak to a
virtual urgent care provid-
er 24/7. The provider will be
able to help you determine
if testing is needed and ad-
vise you on where you
should go.

While the COVID-19 test
cannot be administered
through virtual visits, this
screening method helps
keep patients who do not
need COVID-19 screening
out of the emergency room.

For more information
about Houston Methodist
virtual urgent care, visit
houstonmethodist.org/virtu-
al-urgent-care.

Revised Visitation
Policy

To ensure the safety of
patients and caregivers,
Houston Methodist Bay-
town Hospital has imple-
mented a revised visitation
policy that no longer per-
mits visitors. The policy, in
effect at all Houston Meth-
odist facilities, allows for
compassionate exceptions to
be made for visitors over the
age of 18 in certain situa-
tions, including:

•Maternity, postpartum
and NICU patients: One
healthy partner/parent

•Disabled patients: One
healthy visitor

•Critical patients: One
healthy visitor

•End-of-life patients:
Two healthy visitors at a
time

•Discharge patients: One
healthy visitor to assist

Patients admitted to the
emergency department for
COVID-19 evaluation or
have tested positive for the
virus will not be permitted
visitors.

Patients are encouraged
to utilize electronic commu-
nication, such as smart-
phone or video chat in place
of in-person visitation
whenever possible.

Can I go to work?
Yes, but only if you are

deemed an employee essential
for public health and safety,
such as grocery store
employees, healthcare
providers, construction, industry
and more. Those whose jobs
are deemed essential are
expected to maintain social
distancing standards in the
workplace.

Employers are encouraged
to remember that congregations
of 10 or more people on any
premises – either public or
private – are prohibited.

According to the federal
government's Cybersecurity
and Infrastructure Security
Agency guidelines, there are 16
sectors considered essential:

- Communications
- Chemical
- Critical Manufacturing
- Commercial Facilities
- Dams
- Defense Industrial Base
- Emergency Services
- Energy
- Financial
- Food & Agriculture
- Government Facilities
- Healthcare & Public Health
- Information Technology
- Nuclear Reactors,

Materials and Waste
- Transportation Systems
- Water/Wastewater

Systems
Can I still go to the store to

buy groceries?
 Yes, grocery stores will

remain open during the order.
However, all grocers will be
required to keep customers at
least six feet apart to meet
social distancing standards.
Health officials do not
recommend leaving the house
unless it is an absolute
necessity.

 ONLY ONE HOUSEHOLD
MEMBER should visit the
grocery store at a time.

Can I go to church?
No, all Chambers County

Last Friday morning,
March 27, 2020, some 400
care packages for Harris
County Department of Ed-
ucation Head Start were
distributed by HCDE staff.
The program called “Be-
cause We Care” provides
food items meeting healthy
food guidelines selected by
nutrition staff at HCDE
Head Start during the
COVID-19, stay-at-home
order.

The distribution took
place at J.D. Walker Head
Start Center, 7613-A Wade
Road, in Baytown. More
distributions are being
planned at additional loca-
tions.

 Head Start families
from area centers got care
boxes as they drove by in
their vehicles.

Chambers County, TX –
March 30, 2020 - Cham-
bers County Public Health
(CCPH) is reporting two
new cases of COVID-19 in
Chambers County, bring-
ing the toal to 8. The male
patient is between 65-75
years old and lives in Mid
Chambers County. The fe-
male patient is between
20-30 years old and lives in
West Chambers County.
Neither case is travel re-
lated. Due to patient priva-
cy, no other information
will be released.

As of March 31, 2020 at
3:00 p.m. there were a to-
tal of 8 confirmed COVID-
19 cases in Chambers
County. Please note that
number of positive cases
could change as days pass
and test results come back.

Epidemiology investiga-
tors and public health staff

Chambers County
“Stay Safe” FAQ

churches will be required to host
religious services online only.
There can be exceptions made
for one-on-one meetings for
spiritual and mental health, but
individuals involved must
maintain social distancing
requirements.

Can I still visit public
parks?

Yes, all public parks will
remain open. However, visitors
must stay six feet apart from one
another. All public benches,
exercise equipment, playgrounds
and basketball courts will be
closed to eliminate contact.

Is fishing permitted?
Fishing is permitted. Boat

ramps are open for public use.
What if I need to leave my

house to care for someone
else, such as an elderly
relative?

You are allowed to leave your
home for emergency/essential
care of family members, pets,
and other loved ones.

 Are restaurants closing?
No, Chambers County

restaurants are still allowed to
serve to-go and drive-thru
orders, but customers picking up
food will be required to stay six
feet apart.

 Are pet supply and/or care
facilities permitted to stay
open?

Yes, pet supply, pet care and
pet grooming facilities are
permitted to stay open.

Are childcare providers
allowed to provide services to
all citizens or only to those
with jobs that are deemed
essential?

Childcare providers are
allowed to provide services to all
citizens.

Is travel restricted in
Chambers County?

The Stay Safe Order does not
restrict travel or movement in
Chambers County.

Individuals who violate these
restrictions could face a fine of
$1,000 or up to 180 days in jail.

The City of Dayton, along
with our neighboring cities of
Cleveland and Liberty, and
Liberty County are working
together as we received new
information in regard to the
COVID-19 pandemic. We are
also working with Federal
and State partners, as well as
cities in our region to respond
to the needs of our collective
public health.

Liberty County has issued
a "Stay Home Stay Safe" Or-
der, similar to what the pub-
lic knows as a "Shelter in
Place" order. The rules that
have been implemented are
essential in our efforts to
work with area health care
providers. Our hospitals and
all hospitals' staff are depend-
ing on residents to abide by
these rules. The Federal gov-
ernment is working hard to
supply all states across the
United States with the medi-
cal equipment and personal
protective equipment neces-
sary to combat this new virus.

The City of Dayton is sen-
sitive to the needs of our lo-
cal businesses. Our small
businesses are a vital part of
our economic vibrancy as a
community. The Dayton
Chamber of Commerce and
Dayton Community Develop-
ment Corporation have been
instrumental in providing in-
formation to the public for a
"Takeout Guide" of restau-
rants in Dayton.  The City
Council has passed a resolu-
tion asking Governor Abbott
to suspend rules in regard to
Economic Development funds
so that we may help local
businesses in this time of
great need. Dayton city gov-

CITY OF DAYTON

Efforts to bend the
curve continue

ernment is continuing to op-
erate and provide vital servic-
es so that businesses, schools,
and other organizations can
provide essential services to
residents.

The City Council has au-
thorized the City Manager to
work with staff on a case-by-
case basis with utility bill ac-
counts that are in danger of
cut-offs during this declared
disaster.  Accounts cannot
have their bills waived, but
cut-off of services due to non-
payment can be delayed.

Over the coming weeks, we
ask that families stay home.
We will be providing informa-
tion through social media and
our website about resources
that the City of Dayton has
for residents.  Our library has
an online catalog of e-books
available to those with library
cards. There are great online
resources to national parks
and museums around the
world that we will be high-
lighting as resources as well.

“Uncertainty has destabi-
lized our stock markets, em-
ployment base, industrial
output, and consumer confi-
dence,” said City Manager
Theo Melancon.  “If we all
chip in and do our part to
bend the curve, we can lift the
disaster declarations much
sooner than if we do not re-
spond accordingly. Once we
achieve that, we can move for-
ward with the task of reestab-
lishing our economic might,
locally, regionally, and nation-
ally. Thank you all for your
continued support, it is what
keeps the Council and staff
going.”

Two New cases of COVID-19
reported in Chambers County

will perform investiga-
tions and surveillance on
these patients, and will
identify individuals who
potentially were associat-
ed with these cases. Those
identified to be at possible
risk of exposure or infec-
tion will be contacted for
further case investigation.

CCPH states that along
with DSHS and other
healthcare partners, they
will continue to monitor
COVID-19 in the County
to prepare for more cases.
They advise following
Judge Jimmy Sylvia’s Stay
Safe orders, and recom-
mend the following:

1. With mild cold symp-
toms, stay at home and
utilize supportive and
symptomatic care.

2. Call your Healthcare
Provider or Local Health
Department with ques-

tions or concerns about
symptoms.

3. Utilize symptom
checker on CDC website/
Health Department web-
site if needed Covid-19
Symptom Checker

4. Call your Local
Healthcare Provider and
schedule an evaluation if
symptoms worsen, or if
advised to do so. COVID-
19 testing is available in
the County if you meet cri-
teria.

5. Visit readyharris.org
to be screened for symp-
toms and to check for avail-
ability of drive through
COVID-19 testing in East
Harris County.

6. Call ahead to ER if
symptoms are severe or
call 911 if an emergency.

Guidance Links:
www.cdc.gov/COVID19

Care packages distributed to
HCDE Head Start families

T h e
H C D E
B o a r d
approved
the care
package
program
through
an emer-
g e n c y
b o a r d
meeting,
appropri-
ating funding for food for
Head Start families. Food
was purchased through
Choice Partners, HCDE’s
purchasing cooperative
which supplies one million
meals for Harris County
students yearly. Distribu-
tion assistance is provided
by Harris County Precinct
2 Commissioner Adrian

Garcia’s office.
 Care packages were

given to families enrolled
in HCDE Head Start pro-
grams from designated
centers, not the general
public. Families were se-
lected by geographic loca-
tion and notified about the
giveaways by HCDE per-
sonnel.

Barbers Hill
ISD
Bond Election
set for May 2.
Details in this
issue.
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NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

Notice is hereby
given that Original
Letters of Adminis-
tration for Docket
No. 482635; Estate
of ALTON CLEVE
MONROE De-
ceased; In Probate
Court No. 4 of Har-
ris County, Texas,
Deceased, were is-
sued on Macrh 20,
2020.

RACHEL MARIE
MONROE

The residence ad-
dress of the admin-
istrator is in Harris
County, Texas. The
mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 Wallisville Rd

Highlands, TX
77562

All persons having
claims against this
Estate which is cur-
rently being admin-
istered are required
to present them
within the time and
in the manner pre-
scribed by law.
Dated this February 4,
2020

by   WESTON
COTTEN

    Attorney for the
Estate

LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

Notice is hereby
given that Original
Letters of Adminis-
tration for Docket
No. 482579; Estate
of SCOTT
FITZGERALD TH-
OMPSON  De-
ceased; In Probate
Court No. 2, of Har-
ris County, Texas,
Deceased, were is-
sued on March 4,
2020.

REBECCA JEAN
THOMPSON

The residence ad-
dress of the admin-
istrator is in Harris
County, Texas. The
mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 Wallisville

Rd
Highlands, TX

77562

All persons having
claims against this
Estate which is
currently being ad-
ministered are re-
quired to present
them within the
time and in the
manner prescribed
by law.
Dated this February
21, 2020

by   WESTON
COTTEN

    Attorney for the
Estate

ATTENTION

If you or someone
you know worked for Shell Oil Company in Galena
Park between 1959 and 1965 and worked with
Horace Andrews please call Rebecca at Simmons
Hanly Conroy toll-free at (855) 988-2537.  You can
also email Rebecca at rcockrell@
simmonsfirm.com.

          14-17

Classified ADS
713-266-3444

LEGAL
NOTICES
APPEAR IN THE
HIGHLANDS
STAR CROSBY
COURIER, AND
THE NORTH
CHANNEL
STAR. CALL
713-266-3444
FOR MORE
INFO.
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Crosby Dirt & Mulch 6402 Miller-Wilson Rd. Call (713) 540-6844

Best Quality Line of Landscaping, and Gardening Products
with Delivery, Spreading, Levelling and Tractor Work Available

NEW MOSS LINE
IN ROCKS!

VARIETY OF  MULCHES AND
COMPOST

Bag Mulches

Beautiful
Top Soil,

All types of
Soil, Sand

Garden Mixes
Mulches,
including
Red Oak,
Hickory,

Composts,
Driveway

Rocks
Landscaping

Rocks

Cooking and Heating Firewood
Varieties

Soils & Sands

Call Bob Franks for an
honest estimate
(713) 540-6844

Great Time to Work on Your Garden
(713) 540-6844

Good Fences Make Good Neighbors
(281) 691-0743

Storm Damage?
FREE  ESTIMATES
INSURANCE CLAIMS

SPECIALISTS

Many Types
of New Fencing
Fencing Repair
(281) 691-0743


