
Serving Highlands, Crosby, Huffman and Surrounding Communities since 1955  •  www.starcouriernews.com

 YC R O S B Y

C R O S B YH I G H L A N D S

StarStarStar ✯✯✯ Courier Courier Courier
VOL. 67, NO. 19 – 50¢ THURSDAY, MAY 7, 2020© Copyright 2020 P.O. DRAWER 405, HIGHLANDS, TEXAS 77562

Now in our New Offices
1500 E. Wallisville Road
Highlands, TX 77562

WESTON G. COTTEN
Attorney at Law
O. 281/421-4050
F. 281/533-6032

weston@westoncotten.com
281-328-4377

TurnerChevroletCrosby.com

Salute to our Nurses,
Page 8

Omnix,
Page 2

CRI Financial,
Page 2
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COVID-19
Cases as of
May 5, 2020

11,142 POSITIVE
271 DEATHS

3820 RECOVERED

32,879 POSITIVE
911 DEATHS

16,090 RECOVERED

3,628,824 POSITIVE
254,430 DEATHS

1,184,499 RECOVERED

1,192,119 POSITIVE
70,115 DEATHS

187,180 RECOVERED

BIRTHDAYS
May 7--Germaine Broussard
May 9--Jimmie Dickey

Tim Holton
Vanessa Whittaker
Elonda Cravatt

May 11--Nancy Johnston
May 12--Rusty Salters
May 13--Judy Bailey

Bobby Horn, Sr.
Larry Koslovsky
Michelle Lomanzoff

ANNIVERSARIES
May 8--Tim & Lisa

Dammon
May 10–Thomas & Eleanor

Leibham
May 12–Robert Smesny

and Malba Stasney-
Smesny

EVENTS

COVID-19 RESOURCES

City of Houston Pre-
Screening 832-393-4220
Harris County Ask a Nurse

713-634-1110
Harris County Pre-Screening

832-927-7575 or
readyharris.org

Harris County Mobile Tests
713-439-6000

MD Medical 1-888-776-5252
Methodist Hospital

Download mymethodist app.

As Governor Abbott expands opening
of businesses, virus deaths increase

These stories
in the PRESS:
• Chambers County
Guidance for Public
Visiting County
Buildings
• Chop Shop in
Baytown

......And more, Page 3

New Pastor at St. Jude church

Father Daniel Baguio

HIGHLANDS – St. Jude Thaddeus Catho-
lic Church has a new Pastor, Father Daniel S.
Baguio, appointed on April 13, 2020. He is hap-
py to serve God and his people in Highlands,
specifically at St. Jude Thaddeus he said.

Father Baguio was born in the Phillippines,
on Mindanao island, in 1957 and educated near
Manila. Originally pursuing a career in busi-
ness and accounting, he was drawn to the
church after a traumatic incident in his fami-
ly when he was 22 years old and a college stu-
dent.

He tells of a family visit to a cemetery, but
his young niece was critically hurt when run-
ning across a street to get to the gravesite.
Baguio picked her up and took her to the hos-
pital, and with broken bones and heavy bleed-
ing he did not expect her to live. At that
moment, he asked God to save her life, prom-
ising he would follow the priesthood if she lived.
After her survival, he changed from his college
to the seminary, Maryhill College of Theology.

Father Baguio came to the U.S. in 2005,
and his first assignment was a church in
Houston, Notre Dame on Montrose Bou-
levard.

After that, he served at churches in Kingwood
and Humble, and for the last 10 years has been
pastor at two small churches, Our Lady of Perpet-
ual Help in Sweeney, Texas and St. John the Apos-
tle in West Columbia, Texas. When an opening at
St. Jude became available this year, he applied, and
after an interview with the Diocese, was appoint-
ed to the church.

In his career as a priest, he has had a pilgrim-
iage twice to the Vatican to see the pope, and a
visit to the Holy Land.

He said that St. Jude Thaddeus is larger than
the churches he pastored in Sweeney and West Co-
lumbia. He is very enthusiastic to serve the High-
lands community, and we are always in his prayers
especially during these difficult times. He says his
mission in Highlands is the salvation of souls.

Due to the Coronavirus, Masses currently are
being held on Sunday at 11:00 a.m.  in English,
and 1:00 p.m. in Spanish, until further notice. Seat-
ing is limited to 25% of normal capacity to follow
guidelines from the state and county.

Health
officials want
more testing,
more tracking

Sheila Jackson Lee, right, announces the seventh free
drive-thru virus testing site, with the cooperation of
UMMC, United Memorial Medical Center. The site is at
Griggs Primary school, 801 Regional Park Drive, in
the Greenspoint area. No screening is required, this
is a drive-thru or walk-thru site. Speaking at the
opening is Aldine superintendent LaTonya Goffney.

HARRIS COUNTY –
Two new sites for testing
of the COVID-19 virus
opened last week and this
week, as health officials
said that more tests are
required to combat a rise
in the count of affected per-
sons and those who have
died.

Congresswoman Sheila
Jackson Lee has led the
effort for the last two
months to get more test
sites, and she was present

for the opening of these
two sites, along with Dr.
Joseph Varon, the presi-
dent of UMMC, the Unit-
ed Memorial Medical
Center, who has been pro-
viding the medical person-
nel and tests for these free
sites.

While the medical pro-
fession is calling for more
test sites, and warning
that the virus pandemic is
not contained or under
control, Texas Governor
Greg Abbott has expanded
his order to open business-
es to the public. On Tues-
day, May 5th he added hair
and nail salons, wedding
venues, tanning salons,
swimming pools, and on
May 18 office buildings

See COVID-19 VIRUS,
page 8

and gyms may open, with
appropriate restrictions on
distances. The order also
allows non-essential man-
ufacturing to open.

Abbott originally said
that Phased openings
would depend upon the
rate of infections and
deaths from the virus de-
creasing, but data from
last week indicates that
Harris County and the
state of Texas had its high-
est number of deaths since
the epidamic started. The
governor did not comment
on his decision to enlarge
the opening of businesses,

Local Free Food programs serve Pct. 2

Constable Sherman Eagleton and deputies gave
away brisket tacos last Thursday at Frank’s
Collision Repair just South of US 90 on FM 2100.
The barbecue was cooked right outside the shop.

HARRIS COUNTY
PRECINCT 2 – Harris
County Precinct 2 has
three programs to distrib-
ute food to those that need
it on a first come first serve
basis.

The first thing to know
is that most of the Harris
County Community Cen-
ters have been closed un-
less there is a special
program going on at one of
them. For example who
knew they were testing for
Covid-19 at the Crosby
Community Center last
weekend?  The only cen-
ters still open are those
that are centrally located
within Precinct 2 such as
Barrett Community Cen-
ter, and J.D. Walker Com-
munity Center. They are
servicing Highlands and

Crosby and Huffman, to
obtain food in the drive
through programs.

Free Food Programs in-
clude the Senior Home-
bound Food Distribution
Programs where about 300
meals are taken to the res-
ident’s home a day if the
senior registers online or
by telephone and they are
accepted.

 “Secondly, we are doing
what we call brown bag
lunches at Community
Centers on Mondays and
Wednesdays and at our
three parks on Tuesday
and Thursdays on a week-
ly basis,” said Frida Villa-
lobos, who heads the
programs for Commission-
er Adrian Garcia.

“On Fridays we are of-
fering “Free Hot Meals” at
our Community Centers.

We are contracting with
local restaurants at the
five community centers.
So, each community center
is offering 200 meals, so
each business gets the op-
portunity to bid for the
project and then they bring
the food and families can
come on a first come first
serve basis and they get
their meal.” concluded Vil-
lalobos.

The registration website
is hcp2.com and the tele-
phone number for those
lacking internet is (713)
274-2222. Also on social
media on the Precinct 2
page, there is constant up-
dating for changes and op-
portunity.

See Free Food
Continued on Page 8
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Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2018 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: cri.tax.jhinson@gmail.com

Maximum Tax Savings

281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide,

Hospice Services
*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

Pct. 2 provides free
Brown Bag Lunch

Goose Creek CISD will
hold virtual graduation
ceremonies for the four
high schools this year due
to social distancing guide-
lines to prevent the spread
of COVID-19. The events
will take place during the
dates and times originally
scheduled and will include
traditional aspects of grad-
uation ceremonies as well
as some creativity, such as
allowing seniors to person-
alize the slides that will be
shown as their names are
announced.

IMPACT Early College
High School’s virtual grad-
uation ceremony will be at
7 p.m. Thursday, May 21.
Virtual graduation cere-
monies will be Saturday,
May 23, for the other three
high schools - Ross S. Ster-
ling High School at 10
a.m., Goose Creek Memo-
rial High School at 2:15
p.m. and Robert E. Lee
High School at 6:30 p.m.
The ceremonies will be
streamed at
www.gccisd.net.

“While this is not the
way we planned to end the
school year and celebrate
our Class of 2020, I want

First cash distributions
have been made to appli-
cants to Harris County
Small Loan Program that
was championed by Com-
missioner Garcia

Harris County, TX —
Today, May 5, 2020, Harris
County Commissioner
Adrian Garcia, along with
program administrators
from Houston-Galveston
Area Council are proud to
announce that the first set
of cash disbursements
have been made to success-
ful applicants to the Har-
ris County Loan Program.

The Program was devel-
oped by Commissioner
Garcia’s office and ap-
proved by Commissioners
Court on April 7th. Less
than 4 weeks later, money

Initial lifelines for Harris
County Small Businesses
have arrived

in the form of forgivable
loans has begun flowing to
qualifying applicants.

The first batch of busi-
nesses have already re-
ceived or will receive their
loans shortly. These loans
can be forgivable if certain
conditions are met. In to-
tal, around more than 600
local small businesses are
expected to receive loans.

“I am extraordinarily
pleased with how fast
we’ve gotten these lifelines
into the hands of our local
small businesses,” Com-
missioner Garcia said. “For
a program to be designed
from scratch to money in
bank accounts in less than
a month exemplifies the
strong leadership local
government has taken dur-

ing this pandemic. We’ve
proved that we are often
the best option to move
most quickly to respond to
residents’ needs. I also
want to thank the fine
folks at Houston-
Galveston Area Council for
stepping up and acting fast
for the people of Harris
County.”

“We’re moving as quick-
ly as possible to navigate
the applicants through the
underwriting and review
process, and to get funds
distributed to these busi-
nesses that are in dire
need,” said Omar Fortune,
program manager of the
Houston-Galveston Area
Local Development Corpo-
ration.

GCCISD to hold virtual
graduation ceremonies

Paola Santos, a graduating senior from IMPACT
Early College High School, who also is receiving
an associate degree from Lee College, is a proud
member of the Class of 2020.

Photo by Carrie Pryor-Newman

them to know how proud
we are of their accomplish-
ments as well as of their
resilience and understand-
ing as they face the disap-
pointment of not having
the opportunity to partici-
pate in several of their
rites of passage as seniors.
As always, the safety of our
students and their fami-
lies, as well as that of our
staff, is our top priority,”

said Dr. Randal O’Brien,
Goose Creek CISD super-
intendent. “After meetings
with principals and senior
leadership teams and with
input from students, we
decided to take a creative
approach to honoring our
seniors with virtual cere-
monies, senior videos, and
yard signs to make gradu-
ation a positive experience
they will remember.”

Every Tuesday and Thursday from 12:00 pm - 1:30 pm, Harris County Precinct 2
distributes free lunch for all ages in a drive-thru style and on first come, first serve
basis.This week distribution will be at Cloverleaf Park, 825 Beacon St., Houston,
77015; Baytown Soccer Park, 4700 Village Ln., Baytown, 77520 and at Bay Area
Annex, 16603 Buccaneer Ln., Houston, 77062.

Precinct 3 finds jacked cars

The Precinct 3 Constable’s Office located a series of vehicles and equipment
reported stolen in Channelview on Monday morning. Deputies recovered
4 stolen vehicles and a mini excavator this morning (only 3 pictured) in
the Sheldon / Channelview area. Deputies are investigating to see if these
auto thefts are connected. These are expected to be related to an organized
crime operation and have not yet been determined to relate to a chop
shop interdicted in McNair early this week.
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ROUND-
UP

CORVID-19
CASES

CHAMBERS
COUNTY

As of May 4, 2020
------------------
Tested-885

Recovered-37
Hospitalized-1
------------------

East Chambers-5
Med Chambers-7

West Chambers-33
---------------------

Mont Belvieu
Food pantry
needs help

The Mont Belvieu
Food Pantry is in need
of a number of items to
restock their pantry due
to the increased
demand caused by the
COVID-19 impact on
our economy. John
Eversole, the BCVFD
President and current
Volunteer of the Year,
has organized some
volunteers to collect
food in Beach City and
nearby to help the Food
Pantry on Friday April
24th beginning at
10:00AM. They will be
collecting along the
route that the BCVFD
follows for Santa on the
Bay each year. John
asks that you just leave
a box or bag at the end
of your driveway by
10:00am and someone
will come by and pick it
up. Here is a list of items
that are needed the
most: Spam, canned
spaghetti sauce,
spaghetti pasta, pinto
beans in bags, rice in
box or bags, elbow
macaroni, mixed
vegetables, ramen
noodles, tomato sauce,
cream of mushroom
soup, cream of chicken
soup, pancake mix,
syrup, 18 ounce oatmeal
and grape jelly.

By Susan Passmore

With plans for virtual
graduation ceremonies un-
derway for Goose Creek
CISD seniors due to con-
cern for the safety of stu-
dents, their families, and
district staff, Dr. Randal
O’Brien, Goose Creek CISD
superintendent, also rec-
ommended a face-to-face
ceremony option to allow
students to walk across the
stage to receive their diplo-
mas. Students are invited
to participate in both.

“We felt it was necessary
to hold virtual ceremonies
so that students who are
leaving for the military or
for summer college classes
could be certified as grad-
uates and receive their di-
plomas,” O’Brien said.
“Results of a survey
showed that 70 percent of
the seniors who responded
wanted to be able to walk
across a stage in front of
family and friends to re-
ceive their diplomas and
would be able to attend an
event in the summer. With
safety as our top priority,
after meetings with cam-
pus leadership teams and
central administration
staff, we decided to hold a
ceremony in July, contin-
gent on our ability to fol-
low safety protocols at the
time of the event. COVID-
19 is a moving target, and
we cannot predict what lies
ahead, but we hope the sit-
uation will be under con-
trol by that time.”

Seniors, then considered
graduates, will be contact-
ed by their senior sponsors
and administrators follow-
ing the virtual ceremonies
after a date is set to allow
them to RSVP for the face-
to-face ceremonies, which
will likely be held at a lo-
cal venue. The ceremonies
will be a little more casual
than traditional gradua-
tion ceremonies, and pro-
vided safety guidelines can
be followed, families may
watch their students walk
across a stage and be con-
gratulated by administra-
tors and board members.

Meanwhile, students,
teachers, school adminis-
trators and district admin-
istrators are hard at work
to make these unique vir-
tual ceremonies meaning-
ful to graduates. The
ceremonies can be viewed
at each high school’s origi-

Some county offices
will  have a l imited
opening on May 4, 2020.
The following guidance
shall apply:

1. No public allowed
at the main courthouse
in Anahuac until fur-
ther notice;

2. Any county office
open to the public is by
appointment only;

The following offices
will be open by appoint-
ment only:

• County Clerk (West
Annex location only);

•  D i s t r i c t  C l e r k
(West Annex location
only);

• Libraries (pickup
only);

• Tax Assessor –
Only Anahuac office
open, drive through
only 8:30am-4:30pm;

• Health Department
– Anahuac location
only;

BAYTOWN — (May 1,
2020) — Emergencies are
still emergencies—even
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. If you're experienc-
ing concerning symptoms
that require immediate
medical attention, don't let
your fear of catching COV-
ID-19 keep you from head-
ing to the emergency room.

During a pandemic, it’s
easy to let fear and anxi-
ety take over to the point
that you may push the rest
of your health to the side.
But it’s crucial that you to
take acute illnesses as se-
riously as the coronavirus.
Houston Methodist Bay-
town Hospital provides the
following information on
seeking emergency care

Police investigate
chop shop in McNair

This truck’s VIN number showed it is a stolen vehicle.

On May 4, 2020, Harris
County Sheriff ’s Office,
District 3 Tactical Units
responded to an informa-
tion call to a residence in
the 6800 block of Frank
Rd. in east Harris County.

Deputies found the res-
idence and an adjacent
building unoccupied, but
observed more than a doz-
en vehicles in different
stages of being dismantled.

Investigators were able
to check the Vehicle Iden-
tification Number (VIN) on
the vehicles and found
they were all reported sto-
len.

Auto Theft investigators
contacted Baytown Police

Investigators and met with
patrol deputies on scene.

A consent to search was
obtained by the home own-
er and two possible sus-
pects/witnesses were
interviewed.

Investigators were able
to recover a total of thir-
teen vehicles from the Har-
ris County area.

A total of 8 Chevrolet
Silverado’s, 1 Cadillac Se-
dan, 2 Ford F250’s, 1 Chev-
rolet SSR and 1 Chevrolet
Trailblazer were found on
the property.

Charges are pending at
this time as the investiga-
tion is ongoing.

Two graduation
opportunities available
to GCCISD Seniors

Photos by Carrie Pryor-Newman
Fernando Benavides, Robert E. Lee High School se-
nior, picks up his cap and gown and is surprised by
being handed a yard sign.

Social studies teacher Dr. Brian Walenta shows his
message, truly a sign of the times, reminding seniors
picking up their caps and gowns to check their Goo-
gle Classroom for assignments.

nally designated date and
time – May 21 at 7 p.m. for
IMPACT Early College
High School and May 23 at
10 a.m. for Ross S. Sterling,
2:15 p.m. for Goose Creek
Memorial and 6:30 p.m. for
Robert E. Lee. Speeches by
the superintendent, princi-
pal, valedictorian, saluta-
torian and other
designated students will
be prerecorded. Seniors
have the opportunity to
personalize the slide that
will be shown as their
name is called. A profes-
sionally produced senior
video, featuring photos and
videos submitted by se-
niors, will be created for
each high school and
shown during the virtual
ceremony.

Graduation programs
will be posted on the Goose
Creek CISD website at
www.gccisd.net, where
families also may view the
graduation ceremonies,
and keepsake copies of the

programs will be included
with the diplomas, which
may be picked up at a des-
ignated date and time fol-
lowing the ceremony. Yard
signs, bearing positive
words or phrases suggest-
ed by seniors about the
Class of 2020, also have
been created for each
school and are being
picked up with caps and
gowns.

“We hope you will begin
planning your watch par-
ties now for the virtual
graduation ceremony and,
provided we can follow
safety recommendations,
we look forward to cele-
brating your senior at a
face-to-face ceremony in
July. The Class of 2020
may have missed out on
some of the rites of pas-
sage of seniors, but these
students are making their
own memories, and we are
proud of the way they are
handling this unprece-
dented situation,” O’Brien
said.

CHAMBERS COUNTY

Guidance for Public
Visiting County Buildings

• Commissioners Of-
fices – appointment
only;

• Golf Course Open –
no appointment re-
quired;

All courts are closed
through June 1st;

• All persons center-
ing each office/depart-
ment will be required to
wear face coverings and
practice social distanc-
ing (6 feet) from each
other, and from clients
seeking services;

• All persons will
h a v e  t e m p e r a t u r e
checked before entering
county buildings;

• Only one person per
family unless a person
with a disability need-
ing assistance.

 These procedures
will be in place pending
the expiration or exten-
sion of the Governors
Executive Orders on
May 15th.

An emergency is still
an emergency

during the pandemic.
The Emergency Room is

Safe
If you have anxiety or

fear about going to an
emergency room right now,
you're probably not alone.
But whether it’s through
the efforts of our ER doc-
tors and nurses or our
housekeeping staff, you
can rest assured that
Houston Methodist Bay-
town’s Emergency Depart-
ment is safe. Practices such
as isolating contagious pa-
tients and thoroughly dis-
infecting rooms,
workspaces and surfaces
are regular practices for
us, but we are being even
more vigilant in these ef-
forts now.

Houston Methodist
Baytown, as well as all
Houston Methodist Emer-
gency Care Centers, are
also taking additional pre-
cautions to keep patients
and staff safe, including:

• Providing all patients
with a mask as soon as
they arrive

• Screening patients be-
fore they walk in the door

• Thoroughly disinfect-
ing patient rooms, as well
as surfaces in common ar-
eas and employee work-
spaces

• Isolating suspected
COVID-19 patients in a
separate area

• Ensuring social dis-
tancing in waiting rooms

• Increasing house-

keeping hours
• Screening all employ-

ees before they enter
What's Considered

an Emergency?
Now's not the time to

venture out of your house
unnecessarily, but leaving
home becomes necessary
during an emergency. A
medical emergency is a
rapid onset of serious, de-
bilitating or painful symp-
toms that have the
potential to impact your
life, limbs or bodily func-
tion.

Symptoms that
require immediate
medical attention
include:

See EMERGENCY, page 6

Remains of a stolen and dismantled vehicle.

Remains of a stolen and dismantled vehicle.
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“Small
Containers”

Every Mother’s Day, I have
a terrible time finding a card
that remotely reflects the
relationship I have with my
mother.

My mom is in her eighties
now and we have always had a
good relationship, free of
drama and never short of love.
My mother has always been a
wonderful role model. But the
cards available all have
paragraphs of gooey prose that
in no way communicate what I
want to say to my mother.

I want a card that says my
mother has good habits.

This sounds a little dull—
and my mother is not at all dull.
She is a woman with many and
varied interests. She is an
enthusiastic biker, quilter,
camper, and reader. She is a
wonderful baker, a great
entertainer, a funny and
interesting conversationalist,
and a spiritual woman. To say
that her good habits are the
thing I admire most sounds like
damning with faint praise. But
more and more, I realize how
important good habits are and
how much I have benefitted
from her example.

My mother puts things in
small containers.

Whether it is a box of
precisely the right size to store
leftovers for a future meal, a
small satchel for a weekend's
worth of clothes, a tiny vase for
a single flower, or a little tin for
a few small homemade
cookies—everything is
contained in a small, practical
container. From this habit, I
learned not to waste. I learned
that quality was much more
important than quantity. I
learned that just the right
amount is usually as good as a
large amount—and often
better.

I don’t have a single
recollection of my mother
saying any of these things, but I
have more memories than I can
count of instances where she
stored what was needed, made
use of what was available, and
made something beautiful on a
small scale.

My mother does things
immediately.

She does not talk about
walks she is going to take
later—she puts on her shoes.
She doesn’t complain how the
house needs cleaning. She
cleans. She does not delay or
procrastinate. She starts to do
whatever she thinks should be
done and (usually before I am
aware of it) she is doing the
thing I would still be contem-
plating.

I don't remember any
lectures about the evils of
procrastination but I remember
her looking at the clock and
saying, “I have 30 minutes
before I start dinner, I'm going
out for a walk!”

My mother has nice rituals.
Every day she reads a

devotional in the morning, she
writes in her diary, she
exercises. Every evening she
has one glass of wine with
cheese and crackers and
keeps current on the news. She
sets a table, even if there are
only two people eating. She
sends cards, even though she
is on Facebook. She volun-
teers, keeps up with friends,
calls her daughters (at least
one of whom has been known
to go off for long periods of time
without much communication)
just to say “hello.”

My mother never said
anything to me about creating
rituals in life, but I learned from
her how comforting it is to have
things done repeatedly and
with care. I learned how valued
people feel when an effort is
made to treat every meal, every
gathering, as if it is worthy of
fresh flowers.

I never found the card I
wanted. I never found a card
that said, “Thanks for good
habits and fresh flowers and
keeping things in small
containers.”

Maybe that's okay. I'll tell
her next time I see her.

Till next time,
Carrie

Carrie Classon’s memoir is
called, “Blue Yarn.” Learn more
at CarrieClasson.com.

AUSTIN — An execu-
tive order issued by Gov.
Greg Abbott to reopen in-
store retail shopping, dine-
in restaurants, movie
theaters, museums, librar-
ies and more took effect
May 1 and will continue
through May 15.

As Texas, the rest of the
United States and the
world’s nations seek to bal-
ance cries for increased
commercial activity — and
the jobs that result —
while also containing the
spread of the deadly influ-
enza-like virus, COVID-19,
Abbott’s order allows most
venues to operate at up to
25% of their total listed
occupancy with certain
other conditions applying.

For example, shopping
malls may operate at up to
25% of their total listed
occupancy. However, their
food-court dining areas,
play areas and interactive
displays and settings must
remain closed.

Abbott’s order, in accor-
dance with guidelines is-
sued by White House and
the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion, reminds Texans that
schools remain closed to
in-person classroom atten-
dance by students through
the end of the 2019-2020
school year. Meanwhile,
teachers and staff are en-
couraged to continue to
work remotely from home
if possible but may return
to campuses to conduct re-
mote video instruction and
perform administrative
duties under strict terms
required by the Texas Ed-
ucation Agency.  Also, pri-
vate schools and
institutions of higher edu-
cation are urged to estab-
lish similar terms to allow
faculty and staff to return
to campuses to conduct re-
mote video instruction and
perform administrative
duties when it is not pos-
sible to do so from home.

Notably, the order does
not prohibit people from
accessing essential or re-
opened services or engag-
ing in essential daily

Governor’s order
reopens many businesses
on limited basis

activities, such as going to
the grocery store or gas
station, providing or ob-
taining other essential or
reopened services, visiting
parks, hunting or fishing
or engaging in physical
activity like jogging, bicy-
cling or other outdoor
sports, “so long as the nec-
essary precautions are
maintained to reduce the
transmission of COVID-19
and to minimize in-person
contact with people who
are not in the same house-
hold.”

The complete executive
order is available at
gov.texas.gov.

Cumulative figures
posted by the Texas De-
partment of State Health
Services at noon on May 3
showed that some 31,548
people in Texas had been
diagnosed with COVID-19
and 867 deaths had been
confirmed as resulting
from the influenza-like vi-
rus.

PBS, TEA launch
initiative

The Texas Education
Agency and PBS television
stations on April 21 an-
nounced a joint initiative
to air educational pro-
gramming each week in
each of Texas' 10 PBS
viewing areas during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The programming com-
menced statewide on April
20 through the "At-Home
Learning Initiative" that
preempts regularly sched-
uled weekday program-
ming with
grade-level-appropriate
programming divided into
three age groups: Pre-K
through 3rd grade, 5th
through 8th grade, and
high school.

“This joint initiative be-
tween TEA and PBS
stands to benefit all stu-
dents as they work each
day to navigate uncharted
waters and continue to do
their best to learn and
grow as students and indi-
viduals,” said Texas Edu-
cation Commissioner Mike
Morath.

Revenue total
decreases

Texas Comptroller
Glenn Hegar on May 1 an-
nounced state sales tax
revenue totaled $2.58 bil-
lion in April, an amount
9.3% less than the amount
reported in April 2019,
marking the steepest de-
cline since January 2010.

The majority of April
sales tax revenue is based
on sales made in March
and remitted to the state
comptroller in April. Next
month’s remittances like-
ly will show steeper de-
clines compared to a year
ago because of the shutter-
ing of businesses related to
COVID-19 and plummet-
ing oil prices throughout
April, Hegar added.

Benefits may
continue

The Texas Workforce
Commission on April 30
issued new guidance to un-
employment claimants
concerning their eligibility
for unemployment benefits
should they choose not to
return to work due to COV-
ID-19.

The TWC said Texans
can continue to receive
unemployment benefits
throughout the COVID-19
response if they choose not
to return to work for cer-
tain reasons, including:

—At High Risk: People
65 years or older are at a
higher risk for getting very
sick from COVID-19;

—Household member at
high risk: People 65 years
or older are at a higher risk
of getting very sick from
COVID-19;

—Diagnosed with COV-
ID: Individual has tested
positive for COVID-19 by
a source authorized by the
State of Texas and is not
recovered;

—Family member with
COVID: Anybody in the
household has tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 by a
source authorized by the
State of Texas and is not
recovered and 14 days
have not yet passed;

—Quarantined: Individ-
ual is currently in 14-day
quarantine due to close
contact exposure to COV-
ID-19; and

— Child care: Child’s
school or daycare closed
and no alternatives are
available.

Any other situation will
be subject to a case by case
review by TWC based on
individual circumstances.

SNAP online is
approved

The Texas Health and
Human Services Commis-
sion on April 23 received
federal approval to conduct
a pilot program that would
allow Texans to purchase
groceries online using Sup-
plemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program benefits
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Officials said the
statewide pilot program is
expected to start by May
18.

Social
Security
Matters

by AMAC Certified Social Security Advisor Russell Gloor
Association of Mature American Citizens

Ask Rusty – Should My
Wife Take Her Social
Security at Age 62?

Dear Rusty: I have
been advised by my
financial planner to
start my wife’s social
security benefits at the
age of 62 (she is now 61).
I am 65 and still em-
ployed, not on Medicare,
and not taking social
security benefits. My
wife’s benefits are much
less than mine. I hope to
wait until age 70 before
starting my benefits. My
income is currently
$160,000. Do you see
this as a wise choice to
start my wife’s SS
benefits at age 62?
Signed: Planning Ahead

Dear Planning:
Whether your wife
should start her benefits
at age 62 depends upon
whether her own benefit
at age 70 would be more
than she is entitled to as
your spouse at her full
retirement age (FRA).
You can get these
estimates from Social
Security. If her own
benefit would eventually
be higher than her
spousal benefit from
you, she can wait to get
her own higher benefit
at age 70 (as you are).
But if her benefit as
your spouse will be the
highest she can attain,
then claiming her own
benefit before you claim
yours could be a good
choice, but there are
some things to consider
if she does that:

First, if your wife
claims at age 62 (or any
age before her FRA),
that will mean that her
eventual spousal benefit
when she claims it
(when you claim your
SS) will be less than
50% of the benefit you
are entitled to at your
full retirement age.
Taking her own benefit
earlier than her FRA
will mean her spousal
benefit from you will be
reduced to less than half
of your FRA benefit
amount, even if that
spousal benefit starts
after she has reached
her FRA.

Second, if your wife is
still working, by claim-
ing her own benefit
before her FRA she will
be subject to Social
Security's "earnings
test" which limits the
amount of money she
can make without SS
taking back some of her

benefits. For 2020, the
annual earnings limit is
$18,240 (changes
annually) and SS will
take back benefits equal
to half of any earnings
which exceed that
amount. The earnings
limit becomes less
severe during the year
your wife reaches her
FRA and goes away
entirely after she
reaches her FRA, but if
she works while collect-
ing early SS benefits the
earnings limit could
affect her benefits.

Third, your wife's
Social Security benefits
will become part of your
taxable income (assum-
ing you file "married-
jointly). Taxation of your
wife's Social Security
benefits will be deter-
mined based upon your
combined income if you
file your taxes as a
married couple. At your
combined earnings level,
up to 85% of your wife’s
SS benefits will become
part of your taxable
income.

I'm not suggesting
you not follow your
financial planner’s
advice; I only want to
make sure you're aware
of all the factors in-
volved when benefits are
claimed early. Some-
times, a wife claiming at
age 62 is a prudent
choice as your financial
planner has suggested.
But sometimes under-
standing the above
factors may lead to a
different strategy.

This article is intend-
ed for information
purposes only and does
not represent legal or
financial guidance. It
presents the opinions
and interpretations of
the AMAC Foundation’s
staff, trained and
accredited by the Nation-
al Social Security
Association (NSSA).
NSSA and the AMAC
Foundation and its staff
are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social
Security Administration
or any other governmen-
tal entity. To submit a
question, visit our
website
(amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-
security-advisory) or
email us at
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯
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WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

I can do all things
through Christ who

strengthens me.

PHILIPPIANS 4:13

Select Services:
Personal Care
Social Outlings
Respite Care
24 hr. Care

In-Hospital Sitting
Post-Surgical
    Assistance
Pet & Plant Care
Light Housework
Meal Preparation
Transportation

MONICA NELSON
COMMUNITY LIASON

346-216-8872
mnelson@sigselect.com
606 Rollingbrook Dr. #2G

Baytown, TX 77521
832-695-2328

The Journey of a thousand
miles begins with one step

-LaoTzu

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

What we suffer now
is nothing compared

to the glory He will
reveal to us later

ROMANS 8:18

Siding &
Roof Repairs

Mobile Home Skirting
Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

Pauline Booher Hoffman Gladys Otto Booher

With loving memories,
HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY

Mothers’s Day Greetings

Happy Mother’s Day
Loved and not forgotten

Adeline Davis Otto Veo Crane Bowen Barbara Otto Bowen Cheryl Bowen-LaGrone
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Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save pTime & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

= Major credit cards accepted =

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

• Mobile Home Skirting

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTOR

✯

CENTRAL AUTO
INSPECTIONS

FULL SERVICE VEHICLE INSPECTIONS

713-702-3200
JOHNNY GAEKE 911 S. MAIN
OWNER-INSPECTOR HIGHLANDS, TX 77562

✯      A S K    T H E    EX P E R T    ✯

BAYTOWN — (April 23,
2020) — In the wake of
Harris County officials
mandating that cloth face
coverings be worn in pub-
lic effective April 27, many
Baytown area residents
may be wondering if gloves
should also be used in pub-
lic.

If you're confused about
glove guidelines, Houston
Methodist Baytown Hospi-
tal has the answers you
need.

Public health officials
aren't currently recom-
mending that you wear
gloves while running es-
sential errands. Just as you
can spread germs from
your hands to the mucous
membranes of your face,
you can also spread germs
from the gloves you're
wearing to your eyes, nose
and mouth. Plus, you can
also still spread germs to
other objects you touch—
like your phone, glasses,
wallet or purse.

Even if you're doing ev-
erything right to avoid
cross-contamination, keep
in mind that gloves are
only effective if you're re-
moving and discarding of
them properly.

There's a right way and
wrong way to remove your
gloves. And if you're not
taking them off the right
way, as well as at the right
time, you're basically undo-
ing all of the protective ad-
vantages of them. Follow
these steps when removing
your gloves:

1. Without touching your
skin, grab the first glove at
your wrist and pull away
from your arm.

2. As you peel the glove
downward, let it fold inside
out.

3. Hold the glove inside
out with the fingers of your
hand that's still gloved.

4. Slide your ungloved
fingers into the palm inside
of your gloved hand, taking
care to avoid touching the
outside of the glove.

(AUSTIN)  — Texas
Comptroller Glenn Hegar
today said state sales tax
revenue totaled $2.58 bil-
lion in April, 9.3 percent
less than in April 2019, the
steepest decline since Jan-
uary 2010.

The majority of April
sales tax revenue is based
on sales made in March
and remitted to the agency
in April. Widespread social
distancing requirements
were not in place across
much of the state until late
March, meaning the im-
pact of those measures af-
fected only a portion of
sales tax remittances in
April. Next month’s remit-
tances likely will show
steeper declines compared
to a year ago, as the effects
of both the shuttering of
businesses related to COV-
ID-19 and plummeting oil
pr i ces  were  mani fes t
throughout April.

“State sales tax collec-
tions declined as a result of
efforts to stem the spread
of COVID-19 through busi-
ness closures, crowd limits
and stay-at-home orders
adopted in the state, as
well as a precipitous drop
in worldwide demand for
oil ,”  Hegar said.  “The
steepest declines in tax re-
mittances were from busi-
nesses most quickly and
dramatically affected by
social distancing: restau-

Do You Need to Wear
Gloves While Outside?

5. Peel the glove down-
ward, turning it inside out.

6. As you peel toward
your fingers, allow the sec-
ond glove to wrap around
the first glove.

7. The second glove
should now be inside out,
with the first glove tucked
inside of it.

8. Throw the gloves
away.

9. Wash your hands
thoroughly.

Keep in mind, you
should never wear gloves
more than once, and they
should be removed before
entering a "clean" setting
or touching a "clean" sur-
face, such as before open-
ing your car door.

Rather than wearing
gloves while running es-
sential errands, protect
yourself, and others, from
getting COVID-19 through
the following ways:

- Avoid close contact
with other people. Even
though it's hard to do at a
store, you still need to try
to maintain social distanc-
ing. At the very least, make
a conscious effort to put
distance between yourself
and others. If people are
crowded in the baking
aisle, circle back until the
aisle is less crowded.

- Avoid touching your
face. During a pandemic,
it's always important to
avoid touching your eyes,
nose and mouth as often as
possible — especially when
you're in a public setting
full of frequently touched
surfaces where germs can
hide.

- Wear a cloth face cov-
ering. While a cloth mask
won't necessarily help
keep you safe, it can help
keep you from spreading
COVID-19 to someone else,
especially if you're asymp-
tomatic or presymptomat-
ic. Avoid touching your
mask while it's on your
face.

- Avoid touching surfac-
es and items as much as
possible. You need to grab
your items, but that
doesn't mean you need to
touch and pick through
every bread loaf on the
shelf first. And instead of
constantly touching your
phone to check your gro-
cery list, consider writing
it out on a piece of paper
you can toss before leav-
ing.

- Carry hand sanitizer.
It's not always feasible to
wash your hands with
soap and water when
you're on the go. Instead,
carry your own alcohol-
based hand sanitizer so
you can disinfect your
hands before touching
your wallet or purse, your
phone or getting into your
car.

For more information
and resources on manag-
ing the challenges created
by the pandemic, visit the
Houston Methodist blog
“On Health” at
houstonmethodist.org/
blog.

About Houston Methodist
Baytown Hospital

Houston Methodist
Baytown Hospital has pro-
vided Baytown and east
Harris, Liberty and Cham-
bers counties with quality
medical care since opening
its doors in 1948. The hos-
pital has grown through-
out the years with the
community, providing
comprehensive care at all
stages of life. As a health
care leader, the hospital is
proud to have a fully inte-
grated residency program
focused on educating and
inspiring future practitio-
ners. Today, Houston
Methodist Baytown pro-
vides some of the most ad-
vanced and innovative
procedures while never
wavering from its focus on
compassionate and pa-
tient-centered care.
Houstonmethodist.org/
baytown.

State Sales Tax Revenue
Totaled $2.6 Billion in April

rants, performing arts ven-
ues, movie theaters, theme
parks and fitness centers,
as well as department
stores and boutique retail
shops. However, those
losses were, to a degree,
offset by increases from
big-box retailers, grocery
stores and online vendors.
Remittances from oil- and
gas-related sectors also fell
significantly as oil and gas
exploration and production
companies slashed capital
spending in response to the
crash in oil price.”

Sales tax is the largest
source of state funding for
the state budget, account-
ing for 57 percent of all tax
collections. It can also be a
lagging indicator of eco-
nomic slowdowns. The re-
cession associated with the
financial crisis more than
a decade ago began in De-
cember 2007 and lasted 18
months, but Texas did not
see significant sales tax
declines until early 2009.
While the effect on sales
taxes from the current eco-
nomic contraction has been
more immediate, the im-
pact of rising unemploy-
ment and contracting
economic activity in many
parts of the state’s econo-
my, including oil and nat-
ural gas exploration and
production, likely will act
as a drag on sales tax rev-

enue for many months.
The effects of the March

economic slowdown and
falling oil prices were more
evident in other sources of
revenue in April 2020. Tex-
as collected the following
revenue from other major
taxes:

motor vehicle sales and
rental taxes — $164 mil-
lion, down 45 percent from
April 2019, the largest
monthly drop on record in
data going back to 1983;

motor fuel taxes — $284
million, down 12 percent
from April 2019, the steep-
est drop since 1991;

natural gas production
tax — $67 million, down 48
percent from April 2019;

oil production tax —
$191 million, down 45 per-
cent from April 2019;

hotel occupancy tax —
$24 million, down 63 per-
cent from April 2019, the
deepest drop in data going
back to 1990; and

alcoholic beverage taxes
— $57 million, down 55
percent from April 2019.
Declines were driven by
mixed beverage gross re-
ceipts and sales taxes, both
of which were down more
than 58 percent. Excise
taxes on beer were up 16
percent from April 2019,
while wine excise taxes
were up 9 percent from
April 2019.

• Abdominal or stom-
ach pain accompanied by
nausea and vomiting

• Bodily trauma, espe-
cially to the head or spine

• Fever of 100.4 degrees
or higher that persists

• Headache accompa-
nied by fever and confu-
sion

•Persistent pain or
pressure in the chest

• Severe shortness of
breath

• Stroke symptoms, in-
cluding face drooping, arm
weakness, difficulty talk-
ing, dizziness, blurred vi-
sion, intense headache and
confusion

• Severe burns
If you're experiencing

any of these symptoms,
seek emergency care as
soon as possible. Some se-
rious symptoms, such as
chest pain and those asso-
ciated with stroke, are
time sensitive, and the
risk of losing function or
even your life increases
the longer medical atten-
tion is delayed. In these
events, consider calling
911 so you can receive im-
mediate medical atten-
tion.

Which Symptoms
Can Wait?

When deciding if your
symptoms warrant emer-
gency care or are just an-
noying, ask yourself the
following two questions:

•Did these symptoms
appear suddenly?

•Do these symptoms
have the potential to

threaten my life?
If your answer is “no” to

these questions, you may
want to consider schedul-
ing a video appointment
with your doctor (or an in-
person appointment, if
necessary) instead of visit-
ing the emergency room. If
you don't have a doctor, you
can speak to a Houston

Emergency,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Methodist virtual urgent
care provider 24/7, or you
can find a primary care
physician by visiting Find-
a-Doctor at
houstonmethodist.org/bay-
town and calling the pro-
vider’s number or calling
281-428-2273 for help find-
ing a doctor.
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CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED
A D SA D S

Your AD will reach up to 120,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 40,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

WANTED

ROOMMATE
WANTED
in Channelview area.
Call for details:
936-218-6731

               19-2

CEMETERY
PLOTS

Two plots at
San Jacinto
Cemetery
valued at $8,150.
Will sell both for
$4,000 +$150
transfer fee. Call
281-452-0833 for
further information.

              19-6

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Classified ADS
713-266-3444

LEGAL NOTICES
APPEAR IN THE
HIGHLANDS STAR
CROSBY COURIER,
AND THE NORTH
CHANNEL STAR. CALL
713-266-3444 FOR
MORE INFO.

www.starcouriernews.com
www.northchannelstar.com
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✯      C O M M U N I T Y    N E W S   ✯

Todd Mission, TX (April
28, 2020) – For the first
time in the Texas Renais-
sance Festival’s 46-year
history, the festival will of-
fer “What you see is what
you pay” pricing for 2020
online ticket sales. This
new pricing means that
festival patrons can expect
no surprises (no fees or
taxes added on) at check-
out. “We are looking for-
ward to a wonderful 46th
season at The Texas Re-
naissance Festival, and we
are proud to kick off our
pre-season ticket sales
with our discount season
pass event followed by the
Sale of the Century in July
that feature up front and
transparent pricing,” said
Texas Renaissance Festi-
val General Manager Joe
Bailey.

Discount 2020 Season
Passes – On Sale May 1 –
31, 2020

Season passes are a con-
venient and economical
way for patrons of the Fes-
tival to enjoy each of the
nine themed weekends of
the 2020 season. The tra-
dition of offering discount-
ed season passes in the

spring will continue with a
few changes for this year.

2020 Discount Season
passes will be on sale on-
line from May 1 – 31, 2020
only. During this special
discount window, the TRF
Festival season pass will be
$259, a 20% discount from
the regular price of $323.
Camping can also be add-
ed at a 16% discount for
$150 (regular price $180).
Regular priced Season
Passes will be available
starting June 1.

Sale of the Century – July
18, 2020

Due to the current cli-
mate surrounding COVID-
19 and following the
recently announced stages
of re-opening of public ar-
eas in the state of Texas as
recommended by Texas
Governor Greg Abbott,  the
Texas Renaissance Festi-
val management has de-
cided to delay the popular
Sale of the Century that
will now take place on July
18 starting at 8 a.m.

A limited number of
General Admission tickets
(100,000) will go on sale
online and will be available
until quantities run out.

The price for this year’s
Sale of the Century is $18
per ticket with no addition-
al fees or taxes for adult
General Admission. “We
are offering the lowest
price on Adult General
Admission tickets for the
season through the Sale of
the Century,” said Bailey.
“We increased the volume
this year so more of our
patrons can take advan-
tage of these savings and
enjoy the festival this fall,”
he added.

In addition to General
Admission tickets, Camp-
ing admission will be of-
fered for $20 (regularly
$35), Preferred Parking for
$10 (regularly $20) and
Valet Parking for $20 (reg-
ularly $40).

For more information
and to purchase your TRF
Season Pass or Sale of the
Century tickets, visit
www.texrenfest.com/tick-
ets-season-passes.

This year the Texas Re-
naissance Festival will
continue its annual tradi-
tion of donating a portion
of the proceeds from the
Sale of the Century event
to the Society of Samari-
tans of Magnolia, Texas.

Texas Renaissance Festival
sets new pricing for 2020 season
First of its kind ticketing model yields no surprises at checkoutexcept to note that Texas

has one of the lower per-
capita death rates in the
nation.

Last week Abbott had
issued an order that res-
taurants, retail stores,
malls, movie theaters, mu-
seums and libraries, and
churches were allowed to
open, but had to observe a
25% occupancy limit.

The press conference
also proposed four meth-
ods for high schools to hold
graduation ceremonies in
lieu of traditional indoor
assemblies.

The seventh drive-thru
free public site opened last
week at the Griggs Prima-
ry School in the Green-
spoint district, at 801
Regiional Park Drive. This
site is run by UMMC, or
United Memorial Medical
Center, and will remain
open as long as there is a
need, said Jackson-Lee.

During a press confer-
ence in front of the school
on May 1, Congresswoman
Lee said “I am thankful to
Aldine ISD to allow us to
go into neighborhoods
where no testing has
come,” Lee said. “Green-
spoint has not had free ac-
cessible testing and we are
delighted to start testing
there because All of Hous-
ton should be tested. It is
imperative that we contin-
ue increasing testing op-
portunities at a rapid
rate.”

Testing is free and open
to all individuals seeking
to get tested, with or with-
out symptoms. No prereg-
istration is required.
Testers may be asked for
proof of identification or
medical insurance; howev-
er, neither is required to
complete the testing.

The screening is de-
signed to quickly test as
many people as possible. A
health care professional in
protective gear will screen
community members from
their car. Anyone who tests

Covid-19 Testing,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

positive will receive a call
from the Harris County
Health Department.

For more information
visit www.ummc
screening.com or the Har-
ris County Health Depart-
ment, 713-634-1110 for
Ask A Nurse, or 713-439-
6000 for information on
mobile test sites.

County Judge Lina
Hidalgo announced last
week that four Harris
County Public Health
(HCPH) mobile units will
provide drive-through test-
ing for COVID-19, adding
up to 400 tests per day to
the county’s current test-
ing capacity at two perma-
nent sites, one in Baytown
and one in Katy. Each pop-
up site, which will rotate
locations across the pre-
cincts starting Tuesday,
will be able to make up to
100 drive-through tests
per day. Additionally, test-
ing capacity at HCPH’s
two existing stationary
sites will increase to 500
tests per location, per day,
starting Wednesday.

These two units are in
addition to 13 Drive-Thru
sites around the county,
both public and private.
These include 2 Harris
County sites, 2 City of
Houston sites, 4 free sites
by UMMC, and 3 sites by
MD Medical.

 “Until we make testing
accessible to everyone who
needs it, we will not be able
to fully tackle this disease
in Harris County,” said
Harris County Judge Lina
Hidalgo. “These efforts are
a key step forward, but
they’re not enough. We
have to be nimble. We have
to reach underserved com-
munities and expand our
ability to help folks identi-
fy if they are sick, and iso-
late immediately.”

The pop-up testing loca-
tions were identified in co-
ordination with Harris
County Precincts. To be
tested, residents must

complete online screening
via ReadyHarris.org and
obtain an authorization
code. Once confirmed they
meet the criteria for test-
ing, residents will be pro-
vided an appointment time
and directed to a testing
site closest to them. Walk-
ins will be turned away.

Testing sites will be al-
located to the precincts
from Monday through Sat-
urday, spending three days
in two precincts, and three
days in the other two pre-
cincts.

All individuals can ac-
cess the online screening
tool at readyharris.org. In-
dividuals without access to
a computer or Internet can
call the Harris County
Public Health COVID-19
resource line at 832-927-
7575.
DETAILED LIST OF TEST
SITES:

Please note that some
testing sites are private
and costs may vary at each
site; there are 3 sites that
are entirely free.

1. Legacy Northline: 5598 A-1
North Freeway | 832-548-5000
(Sliding scale fee)

2. Legacy Santa Clara: East
End - 5616 Lawndale | 832-548-
5000 (Sliding scale fee)

3. Vecinos Clinic at Denver
Harbor: 6402 Market St | 713-
674-3326 or 713-695-4013 for
pediatric care (Cost for
mandatory screening varies; test
is free)

4. Mi Doctor:  5230 Aldine
Mail Route; call or text 1-888-
776-5252 or call 281-598-3300
(Will bill insurance; $165 without
insurance)

5. Walgreens (starting
tomorrow, Friday April 17th):
101 W. Southmoore Ave,
Pasadena (Free testing)

6. Walgreens, 14531
Westheimer Road, Houston, TX
77082

7. Goose Creek ISD
Stallworth: 2102 E Archer Rd,
Baytown, TX (Free testing)

8. Forest Brook Middle
School: 7525 Tidwell Rd (Free
testing)
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This Friday, there is to
be a back pack filled with
food distribution for the
first 200 at the San Jacin-
to Community Center in
Highlands.

Otherwise, the five loca-
tions of Community Cen-
ters are J.D. Walker Center
at 7613 Wade Road for Mc-
Nair and Highlands, Bar-
rett Station Center at
11901 Mulberry Street for
the Barrett Station Com-
munity, Crosby and Huff-
man. The Grayson
Community Center is to
service North Shore and

Channelview. The North
East Community Center
and East Harris County
AC at 7340 Spencer High-
way near Pasadena are the
other two Centers. These
have brown bag lunches
for the larger community
on Monday and Wednes-
day from Noon until 1:30
p.m. on a first come until
supplies are exhausted ba-
sis.

Tuesdays and Thurs-
days beginning at Noon
until exhausted of 200
lunches, Baytown Soccer
Park at 4700 Village Lane,

Bay Area Annex at 16603
Buccaneer Lane and Clo-
verleaf Park at 825 Beacon
Street are the three park
locations.

The I.T. May Communi-
ty Center is closed until
further notice.

The Senior Meals Pro-
gram is for those that
would normally be served
meals by the Community
Centers.

The other programs are
on a first come first served
until supplies are exhaust-
ed basis. Where once the
supply was 250 to 300
meals, now it is 200.


