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COVID-19

HOUSTON AREA

TEXAS
40,909 POSITIVE

1,125 DEATHS
21,713 RECOVERED

UNITED STATES

WORLDWIDE

4,247,709 POSITIVE
290,838 DEATHS
1,485,134 RECOVERED

COVID-19

RESOURCES

CITY OF HOUSTON
832-393-4220

May 14-DeDe Williams
May 15-Lana Gaeke

Mixed county laws shut, then

nicality by the Fire Mar-
shal’s Office, espcially
when the owner was once
arecognized Crosby Volun-
teer Fire Department fire-
man. Were the illegal

between a power struggle
on the one hand the Coun-
ty Judge was asking for

trying to allow businesses
to open.” said Island Tanz
proprietor David Givans.

CROSBY - Churches
United in Caring continues
to care and feed local fam-

since the pastors of the
Brethren, Methodist,
Catholic and First Baptist
Churches decided that
their community outreach-
es would be much more ef-
fective if they united into
a single outreach ministry,
Churches United in Caring
has enabled locals to find
“hidden treasures and
good gestures” in Crosby.
Last Friday, at the 944
Church Street location lo-
cals rounded the Crosby
Fair & Rodeo parking cir-
cle to wait for their chance
to get some groceries. Vol

the 6500 FM 2100 location. Inspectors did not cite Givans for County orders,
rather closed the business on an ownership filing technicality that County

Engineers reversed in 36 hours.

allow tanni

Harris County Fire Marshal’s inspectors operating on a complaint that Island
Tanz should not be open are to be disciplined for violating a County Judge

ng salon to open

in the PRESS:

CROSBY - It gives [0l “I have kept up payroll with no gov-
* Daniel Park closed pause to wonder how one B ernment aid all during this time.”
for renovations of the more squeeky clean : Givans had bought out his partner
* Jones Library businesses came to be shut without a permit for change of ownership
Curbside Pick Up down for a paperwork tech- completed; in the end when two inspec-

tors from the Harris County Fire Mar-
shal’s Office entered his business on May
1, threatening to arrest him for being
open in violation of Harris County Judge’s
orders, they settled for shuttering his
business on the slightest of charges. Gi-

Cases as of gamerooms all cooperat- vans noted his competitors has been open
May 12, 2020 ing? with little or no hassle. Givans indicated
“My business got caught the inspectors said he could report on his

competitors being open.
The Fire Marshal’s Office replied:
“HCFMO has been working with Island

13,214 POSITIVE residents to report busi- order and policy for not wearing masks. The family-owned tanning salon Tanz to help walk the business owner
343 DEATHS nesses that are not safe caught this scene on store surveillance camera May 1. Proprietor David Givans through the appropriate procedure in
4,850 RECOVERED and the Governor’s office  said inspectors threatened him with arrest if he did not immediately close obtaining the required permits.” and “The

two inspectors should have had mask on,
and they are being disciplined for violat-

ing this directive.”

Churches United In Caring feed local needs

1,366,350 POSITIVE ilies during the Covid-19 s a
82,105 DEATHS pandemic. -
232,733 RECOVERED For about 37 years now,

Churches United in Caring gets groceries to those in need on May 8 at about 9:00 a.m. Eddie Foster directs

traffic in and out of the facilty on Church Stree Skip Greenwade directs operations as some 60 families receive
grocery bags with produce, pet food, bleach and general food for local residents. Churches United in Caring
helps families and individuals with food, clothing, financial and medical assistance, housing, and even utilities
except electrical. Enabling and part of this outreach is a thrift store and donating intake. Call (281) 328-3178

drive against Covid 19

See CUIC to make a donation. “The next food distribution at CUIC will be at 9:00 a.m. on Friday, May 29.” said Skip
HARR'S COUNTY Continued on Page 8 Greenwade. Precinct 3 Constable Deputies are on hand to assure that operations go smoothly.
713-634-1110
womereers | KNI h blood  HCClerk T
waeresrs | KNights host Jeep bloo erk Trautman
713-439-6000

resigns her office

PRE-SCREENING FARRIS COUNTY — Cib-
ing fear of the Covid-19 pan-
HARRIS COUNTY demic, and other health
832-927-7575 concerns, first term Harris
readyharris.org County Clerk Diane Traut-
man announced her resig-
METHODIST nation last week.

HOSPITAL BAYTOWN In a letter addressed to
Download mymethodist app. Harris County Judge Lina
Hidalgo, Trautman said the
MD MEDICAL resignation would be effec-
1-888-776-5252 tive May 31. The Commis-
sioner’s Court will appoint
an interim Clerk, Judge

BIRTHDAYS Hidalgo said.

Trautman said that her
decision was “due to person-
al health concerns... the

previous positions as a
teacher, local school board
member, and county school

Lina Hsuan

Dace Murphy

Maria Williamson
May16--Felder Bryan

On Friday, May 8, beginning at 10:00 a.m. the Knights of Columbus Hall on
Crosby-Dayton Rd. was hosted the Crosby Jeep Club to sponsor a much needed
blood drive during the pandemic. Here Bonnie Reynolds and Tanny Johnson
prepare for Larry Stasney and some 40 others to show up and donate blood for

board member.

The County Clerk is in
charge of all elections, and
in that capacity she brought

Covid-19 pandemic, my age,
and underlying health is-
sues. I donot feel I can safe-
ly continue to carry out my

Brakeman the cause of fighting Covid-19. The Houston Area Blood Center workers are seen  duties as Harris County a number of innovative ad-
May 18-Danielle in the background waiting to draw the precious fluid. The Knights of Columbus  (lerk.” vances to the election pro-
Greenwood Hall is available for lease, call Larry Stasney at (713) 201-6247.Crosby Jeep Club Trautman took office in

May 20-Sandra Davis has been very active in local charities and was a big contributor to the Crosby-

Huffman Chamber Christmas Festival.

YHELLOTO
WAVE GOODBYE T0 HOME LOAN FEES & 54 f

TH A LOW-RATE CRCU MORTGAGE!
ANEW MO Mcrcu.org/mortgage

January 2019, after holding See TRA UTMAN, page 8

B Community

Resource
CREDIT UNION

(it and income qualifications w
le employment required and ti

TURNER AUTO & HOME INSURANCE WESTON G. COTEEN
== CHEVROLET FIND 2\ ROADS Jeremy Rosenkranz, State Farm Agent 0. 281/421-4050
Crosiw; Tenms 440 S. Main Street, Highlands, TX 77562 Now in our New Offices »
a=Tl=/ COMPLETE TumerChevroletCrosby.com 281-426-3512 1500 E. Wallisville Road o [ 2611535-6032
cvevrorer 281 _328-4377 www.jeremyrosenkranz.com Highlands, TX 77562

Virtual and in-person

DOCTOR APPOINTMENTS

Methalist

BAYTOWN HOSPITAL

houstonmethodist.org/hereforyou
281.428.2273
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* COMMUNITY NEWS *

Commissioner Garcia proposes
property tax relief for seniors and
individuals with disabilities

Plan will provide much
needed relief to
Homeowners from Harris
County Property Taxes
Harris County, TX —
Last Tuesday, Harris
County Commissioner
Adrian Garcia announces
will be putting an item on
the next Commissioners
Court Agenda (May 19,
2020) to extend the Har-
ris County Homeowners
Property Tax Exemption
for seniors and disabled
homeowners. The plan
would eliminate county
property tax liability for
seniors 65 years of age and
older as well as disabled
homeowners and disabled
military veterans, with
homes valued at $260,000
or less. Qualifying home-
owners with homes valued
at $260,000 or more would

save at least $350 next
year (and annually going
forward) on their property
tax bills.

This is the first update
to the Homeowners Ex-
emption since 2008, and
according to a Budget
Management Department
analysis commissioned by
Commissioner Garcia’s of-
fice in 2019, the plan would
be revenue neutral. The ex-
emption also eliminates
tax liability for Harris
Health and Harris County
Flood Control for home-
owners qualifying for the
exemption. If the plan is
approved, it would take ef-
fect for this year’s tax bills.

“I hope my fellow mem-
bers of Commissioners
Court will approve this
plan to increase these ex-
emptions without delay.

This would be the first
time in twelve years that
we will have brought
meaningful tax reform to
Harris County homeown-
ers, and given that seniors
and homeowners are par-
ticularly vulnerable during
the COVID-19 pandemic,
we need to step up and
help right away. In addi-
tion, the added exemption
is long overdue to negate
the adverse impact of ris-
ing appraisal values is
having on families across
Harris County,” said Com-
missioner Adrian Garcia,
“I'm proud to be the first
Commissioner to submit
this in 12 years and put
money back into the pock-
ets of hardworking fami-
lies, many who have been
directly impacted due to
COVID-19.”

Free Brown Bag lunch &
Grab & Go meals

FREE BROWN BAG

Every Monday &
Wednesday for all ages
from 12:00 pm - 1:30 pm.
Drive-thru style & on a
first come, first serve ba-
sis. Must be present to re-
ceive lunches. At the
following locations:

-Grayson Community
Center, 13828 Corpus
Christi St., Houston, TX
77015.

-J.D. Walker Communi-
ty Center, 7613 Wade Rd.,
Baytown 77521.

-EHCAC, 7340 Spencer
Highway, Pasadena, TX
77505.

-Barret Station Commu-
nity Center, 11901 Mul-
berry St., Barrett, TX
77532.

FREE GRAB & GO
MEALS

At San Jacinto Commu-
nity Center, 604 Highland

Woods Dr., Highlands, TX
77562. Starting Tuesday
May 12 from 10 am - 12 pm
or while meals last.

Serving every Tuesday.
Sample menu Turkey &
cheese hoagie, apple sauce,
cheese stick, pizza crackes
and juice.

For more information
please call 281-833-3129 or
info@bachamp.org,
www.bachamp.org

www.starcouriernews.com

www.horthchannelstar.com

Pct. 3 Constable continues
mask and glove giveaways

May 6 was a banner day
for the Precinct 3 Constable
to keep on giving away masks
and gloves for free to resi-
dents.

According to Constable
Sherman Eagleton, “When
we work together everyone
wins.”

St. Martin de Porres Cath-
olic Church, St. Gregory the
Great Catholic Church com-
bined forces with Precinct 3
to “Feed those in need.”

With special notation from
the Constable to the “staff at
the Wendell D. Ley Family
YMCA and National Guard
that distribute food two times
a week and make it look
easy.”

Special recognition goes
for masks for distribution
courtesy Commissioner Rod-
ney Ellis, US Representative
Sylvia Garcia, State Senator
Carol Avarado, State Rep.
Harold Dutton, Ana Hernan-
dez and J.P. Joe Stephens

Crash on Main Street reminds
residents of driving dangers

A truck towing a trailer loaded with an ATV crashed on Main Street in
Crosby, in front of the Jack In The Box restaurant last Wednesday, May 5.
It appears the driver first lost a Yeti Cooler followed by the trailer sweeping
to the right. The ambulance service is seen treating the driver.

Maximum Tax Savings

Jack Noonan BB.A, TREB, E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY

A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)
& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes
Specialists in getting late filers into L.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits

Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts
Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,
Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage
Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon - 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

Jack NooNaN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF

IRS Enrolled License # 2018 — 65282
6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 775321428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: cri.tax jhinson@gmail.com

&

TH CARE SERVICES, ING.

Home Health Care

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide,
Hospice Services
*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,
sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

CROSBY’S HOME

TowN HOME CARE
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Barbers Hill Bank

m Where other banks have established their
branches, we have planted our roots.

Independently Owned and Operated with Locations across Chambers and Liberty County!

¢

11402 Eagle Dr.
Mont Belvieu, TX 77523

& INSIDE HEB - Mont Belvieu, TX
281-385-6455

|| www.bhbank.net
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ROUND-
UP

CORVID-19

CASES
CHAMBERS
COUNTY
As of May 10, 2020
Tested-984
Recovered-40
Hospitalized-1
East Chambers-5
Med Chambers-9
West Chambers-36

The Dayton

Chamber of
Commerce

Updates:

The Dayton
Chamber will be
hosting a Virtual
Social Media Webinar
with Guest Speaker,

Lin Bonner.
Wednesday, May 27th
at 10:00 am. Be on the
lookout with more
details!

Don't forget about
our teachers!

Whether we are
able to have a New
Teacher's Lunch or
not, we want you to
start gathering your
promotional items for
our new teachers
coming soon! We still
want to work hand in
hand and show our
appreciation. Hand
sanitizers would go
great in new teachers
bags!

Contact us at 936-
257-2393 or at
nfo@daytontzchamber.com
for more information
or ideas.

Voters approve BHISD bond; Dayton Park to close
re-elect Mont Belvieu mayor

MONT BELVIEU - Re-
sults of the May 2 election
have been canvassed by
the Barbers Hill ISD
board, and voters approved
the $277.5 million bond is-
sue by a vote of 1,580 to
247 in favor of the bond.

The BHISD had empha-
sized in the publicity that
there would not be a tax
increase, in spite of the fac-
ct that the state required
language on the ballot sug-
gesting that possibility.

The funds will be used
for two intermediate
schools, a ninth-grade
school, additions to the ex-
isting elementary schools,
and a district-wide safety
and security measures.

Superintendent Greg
Poole said that he was

MB Mayor Nick Dixon

pleased with the results,
and noted that the turn-
out of voters was 2 1/2
times more than the last
bond vote, and that the
approval represented 87%
yes votes. In addition, vot-
ers had to either mail in

their ballots, or use a drive-
up method because of the
virus lockdown order.

Poole said “Our commu-
nity believes in what we
are doing, and we believe
in our community.”

For school board, Clint
Pipes defeated Brandie
Ybarra 1,497 to 304.

Mont Belvieu offices
were also on the ballot, and
Mayor Nick Dixon was re-
elected by a vote of 537 to
499 over Kevin Yeager.

Incumbent Mike
Pomykal ran unopposed,
and Laurie Guidry defeat-
ed Mickey Bertrand for
Position 2 on city council.

All the positions up for
election were for three year
terms.

Feeding kids from a dream

Simple Simons feeds the classes

School children in Dayton, Old River-Winfrey, and oher parts of Barbers
HIII ISD that need food are benefitting from a charity food effort by a local
Pizza parlor in Old River-Winfrey.The family owned business started with
an inspiration and has benefitted by a few local contributions.

OLD RIVER-WIN-
FREY- Simple Simon’s
still dishes the finest in
pizza, calizones and
stromboli but the have
branched out into feeding
school children, too.

Of course they still
charge the customer for a
drive by sandwich or piz-
za at the 12726 FM 1409
location but they also are
set up to give drive by
meals to parents of school
children that from
throughout the area.

All this began as a
dream Mary Demura had
one night and when she
told husband, Dennis that

she believed she was called
to do this — he said, “Okay,
we'll give it a try.”

Before long, their sav-
ings were exhausted and
apparent need increased
as more locals began to
lose their income.

Mary’s first words to the
reporter were, “I just have
to say thanks to everyone
that volunteered and those
that helped us, otherwise
we could not have contin-
ued.”

Inevitably, as the De-
muras were facing the re-
ality that they would have
to cease their good will ef-
fort, a donation from a reg-
ular customer pulled up to

the parlor for the exact
amount it would take to
continue for a week.

“Oh, you haven’t seen
anything yet,” said one do-
nator, “When this commu-
nity sees a need we come
together.” and lay down a
check for $4,000.

“I believe I am supposed
to do this at this time,” said
Mary, “But it wouldn’t be
possible without all the
help we have been get-
ting.”

“I have every confidence
that this is going to keep
going,” said Dennis.

Place your order or
make your donation by
calling (281) 576-2022.

Houston Methodist resumes
all medical services

BAYTOWN — (May 7,
2020) — At Houston Meth-
odist Baytown Hospital,
preparing for the pandem-
ic and treating COVID-19
patients has been our high-
est priority the last two
months.

Doing so, unfortunately,
meant postponing most of
our other elective services,
although we still safely
cared for thousands of pa-
tients who needed urgent
and emergent care, surger-
ies and hospitalization. We
know that there are many
in the community suffering
from other debilitating dis-
eases who need our help.
We must re-start all of our
services to help them.

Houston Methodist Bay-
town Hospital is caring for
patients both in person
and virtually, with all of
our health care services
available. Your health and
well-being are our top pri-
ority—now more than ever
as we work to meet the
challenges of the pandem-
ic. We are dedicated to pro-
viding you with
exceptional care, and you
can be confident that we
are taking every necessary
precaution to keep you safe
during your visit.

Doctor Offices and Clinics
Have Enhanced Safety
Measures

Houston Methodist Bay-
town physicians are avail-
able for virtual visits and
in-person appointments. If
an in-person appointment
is needed, we are:

e Screening all patients
when scheduling appoint-
ments for symptoms and
exposure risk

e Minimizing the num-
ber of patients we are see-
ing per day in our clinics by
expanding virtual services
and staggering in-person
appointments

e Using Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC)-recommended
testing for our employees

e Screening all patients

upon arrival with temper-
ature checks and an expo-
sure questionnaire

e Wearing personal pro-
tective equipment while
providing patient care

¢ Redesigning waiting
rooms and check-in lines
to ensure social distancing

e Implementing addi-
tional sanitation process-
es to disinfect all
equipment and surfaces

Emergency Care Centers
and Emergency
Departments are Safe

See Medical Services,
Page 6

for renovation

Daniel Park, located on
Arnold Drive, off of FM
1008, will be closed for ex-
tensive renovations begin-
ning Monday, May 11. The
park is expected to reopen
at the end of August. The
city pool, which is located
inside of the park will re-
main closed throughout
the summer as the work
continues.

Renovation of the park
will include:

-The total renovation of
the concession stands

-Replacement of the
electrical system

-Replacement of field
lighting and poles

-Replacement of score-
boards

-Reconditioning of all
ball fields

-Resurfacing and as-
phalting the main drive,
parking areas, and the
drive leading to the soft-
ball fields

-Drainage improve-

ments

“This work will comple-
ment the new playscape
equipment that was built
in November as a partner-
ship between the City, Ka-
Boom! and the Rebuild
Texas Fund,” said City
Manager Theo Melancon.
“Our Master Park Plan
identifies Daniel Park as
an important part of the
quality of life in Dayton,
now and as the city grows.
We're already seeing expo-
nential growth in our
youth sports, and this ren-
ovation will help accommo-
date all of our young
ballplayers.”

Although the park's
nickname is Daniel Park,
the park's official name is
"Gov. Bill & Vara Daniel
Park." The park includes
the Dayton city pool, base-
ball/softball fields, play-
ground equipment,
covered pavilion, picnic ta-
bles, walking/jogging trail,
and restrooms.

Dayton Public
Library Offering
Curbside Service

The City of Dayton’s
Jones Public Library is
now offering curbside ser-
vices to its patrons. Due to
continuing concerns about
the spread of COVID 19,
the library remains closed
to the public, however, you
can still get your favorite
books and videos.

Curbside service will be
available Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday
from 9 am - 11 am and 2
pm - 4 pm. Patrons can
check out 10 materials per
library card.

To request library mate-
rials for checkout, visit
jonespubliclibrary.org and
place a hold on the mate-
rials you would like, or fill
out the online form avail-
able on both the website
and the library’s FaceBook
page. Books can also be re-
quested by calling the li-
brary at 936.258.7060.

Books can be returned
to the library’s dropbox,
which is located in the
front of the building.

A reopening date for
the library has not yet
been determined.

Hendricks Named

Special Ed

Teacher of the Year

By Susan
Passmore

Antoinette
“Toni” Hendricks,
Life Skills teach-
er at Alamo Ele-
mentary, is the
James Becker
Thomson Special
Education Teach-
er of the Year for
the 2019-2020
school year. As
the 45th recipient
of this award, es-
tablished by Dr.
Richard Thom-
son, a retired
ophthalmologist, in honor
of his late brother James,
who benefited from special
education services, she
joins many other excellent
Goose Creek CISD teach-
ers selected through the
years for the honor.

Hendricks has spent her
11-year career at Alamo
Elementary. She is work-
ing on her ESL certifica-
tion and plans to start her
master’s degree. While
many find it difficult to
teach elementary students
who are all at different lev-
els, Hendricks says she
loves her job.

“I enjoy talking to my

students and finding out

»

about their interests,
Hendricks said. “I love to
see them learn a concept
and apply it later. It’s a
beautiful world to be in!
Every day I learn some-
thing from my students
about overcoming obsta-
cles.”

Christina Ritter, direc-
tor of Special Education for
Goose Creek CISD, prais-
es Hendricks as positive,
organized and creative.

“She never says no to
any task,” Ritter said.

Hendricks lives in La
Porte with her husband
Ricky and their three chil-
dren.
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* OPINION PAGE *

Social
Security
Matters

by AMAC Certified Social Security Advisor Russell Gloor
Association of Mature American Citizens

Dear Rusty: I am 65
and still working and
plan to work for some
time to come. My birth-
date is February 1955.
My wife is 64 and not
working. Her birthdate is
January 1956. Half of my
benefit is more than half
of hers. I am confused on
the spousal benefit rules.
If she were to take her
Social Security early
before she reaches her
full retirement age, what
are the rules that affect
her? Signed: Confused
Husband

Dear Confused: First
I must clarify that
spousal benefits do not
work as you have
suggested, that “half of
my benefit is more than
half of hers.” Spousal
benefits are always based
upon the amount the
individuals are due at
their full retirement age,
regardless of the age at
which they claim. If half
of your benefit at your
full retirement age (FRA)
is more than your wife’s
full benefit at her full
retirement age, then the
difference between those
two numbers is a “spou-
sal boost” which is added
to your wife’s own
payment amount when
her spouse benefit starts.
If she has reached her
FRA when you claim and
her spouse benefit starts,
your wife will get the
entire spousal boost; if
she has not, the spousal
boost will be reduced.
Your wife cannot collect a
spousal benefit until you
start collecting your
Social Security, so if she
claims benefits before
you claim she will
initially get only what
she is entitled to on her
own work record. Then
when you claim, the
“spousal boost” will be
added to her benefit. If
you claim at your FRA,
your wife will not yet
have reached her full
retirement age, so her
spousal boost amount
will be reduced and
added to her own reduced
benefit amount, making
her total benefit as your
spouse less than 50% of
your FRA benefit
amount.

Your full retirement
age is 66 years and 2
months, and you won’t be
entitled to full benefits
until you reach that age.
For your awareness, you
can wait beyond your
FRA and earn delayed
retirement credits, up to

age 70 when your benefit
would be about 31% more
than it would be at your
FRA, but your wife
cannot get her spousal
boost until you claim. And
also for your awareness, if
you claim benefits before
you reach your FRA and
continue to work, you’ll be
subject to Social Securi-
ty’s earnings limit
($18,240 for 2020) which,
if exceeded, will cause SS
to take back some of your
benefits. The earnings
limit goes up by about 2.5
times in the year you
reach your FRA and goes
away when you reach
your full retirement age.

Your wife’s full
retirement age is 66 years
and 4 months and any
benefits she claims on her
own record prior to
reaching that age will be
reduced. At 64 she could
claim her own benefit
from her own work record
(assuming she has at
least 40 SS credits), but
that benefit would be
reduced to about 85% of
what she would get at her
FRA. And claiming at age
64 would also affect the
amount of her spousal
benefit when that starts.
The only way your wife
can get 100% of the
amount she is due as your
spouse is to wait until her
FRA to claim any benefit.
If she claims her own
benefit at age 64 or any
time before her FRA, not
only will her own benefit
be reduced, but her
eventual benefit as your
spouse will be less than
50% of your FRA benefit
amount, even if you wait
to claim until your wife
reaches her FRA. That’s
because her spousal
boost, when it occurs, will
be added to the reduced
SS retirement amount
she is getting because she
claimed before her full
retirement age.

You are certainly not
alone to be confused
about spousal benefits as
this is one of the most
confusing areas of Social
Security’s rules. But I
hope the above provides
what you and your wife
need to make an informed
claiming decision.

This article is intended
for information purposes
only and does not repre-
sent legal or financial
guidance. To submit a
question, visit our website
(amacfoundation.org/
programs/ social-security-
advisory) or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Blazing Fast Internet! $1999

ADDTO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

where available

BRING EVERYTHING
YOU LOVE TOGETHER!

2-YEARTV PRICE GUARANTEE

99 190 CHANNELS

s ncluding Local Channels!

%

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card

A ATIUDE

1-877-756-0437 ...«
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SORRY ITTOOK
SOLONG TOSEAT
YOU — BUT, WE HAVE
\  RESTRICTIONS
N ToFolLLow...

SO, WHAT'LL
IT BE FOLKS?A

VERY LATE DINNER

ORVERY EARLY
BREAKFAST?

STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

Governor, president spotlight

actions in pandemic,
economic downturn

AUSTIN — Texas,
along with the rest of the
nation and the world, con-
tinued to battle the COV-
ID-19 pandemic last week
as cases and deaths attrib-
uted to the novel coronavi-
rus increased.

Gov. Greg Abbott on
May 7 met with President
Trump in the White
House. The president
praised Abbott's leader-
ship in handling the
months-long medical
emergency and in manag-
ing the resulting slowdown
of the economy in the Lone
Star State.

Abbott said Texas has
one of the lowest COVID-
19 death rates in the coun-
try, noting that half of the
state's 254 counties have
no cases or five or fewer
cases of the virus. He said
we have the knowledge
and resources to contain
COVID-19, adding that
"It’s the people of Texas
who have done a great job
of slowing the spread" by
washing their hands,
wearing masks and prac-
ticing social distancing.

"Because of that, we are
now seeing more and more
businesses that are open-
ing up gradually to make
sure we don’t expand the
spread, but we’re doing so
in a way that we’ll make
sure Texas will once again
reclaim its position as be-
ing the number one econo-
my in the United States,”
the governor said.

Trump asked about the
Dallas-area beauty salon
owner who was arrested
and jailed for violating one
of Abbott's executive or-
ders by prematurely open-
ing for business. "She's
free today,” the governor
said during the Oval Office
meeting, adding that au-
thorities should exercise
common sense in carrying
out his executive orders. In
the wake of the beauty sa-
lon case, Abbott modified
his executive orders relat-
ed to COVID-19 to elimi-
nate confinement as a
punishment for violating
the orders.

On May 10, cumulative
figures posted by the Tex-
as Department of State
Health Services showed
that some 37,860 people in
Texas had been diagnosed
with COVID-19, and 1,049
deaths resulting from the
influenza-like virus had
been confirmed.

TEA: Graduation
guidance

The Texas Education
Agency on May 5 an-
nounced graduation guid-
ance for the class of 2020.
Under the guidelines, cer-
emonies may take place as
early as May 15 as the
state continues the reopen-
ing of services in response

TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION
State 4 Capital

HIGHLIGHTS
to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic.

While school buildings
remain closed to normal
in-classroom instruction
for the remainder of the
2019-20 academic year, the
TEA, in coordination with
the governor's Strike Force
to Open Texas, is provid-
ing four different path-
ways for schools to
celebrate their graduating
seniors:

— Virtual ceremonies
that take place entirely
online with the use of vid-
eoconference or other tech-
nologies;

— Hybrid ceremonies
consisting of a compilation
of videos of students being
recognized in person as
they celebrate graduation
in small groups;

— Vehicle ceremonies,
in which students and
their families wait in their
cars while other graduates
are recognized one at time
with their families along-
side them; and

— Outdoor in-person
ceremonies, which are cur-
rently permitted for cer-
tain counties.

Texas Education Com-
missioner Mike Morath
said that "by taking the
necessary precautions de-
veloped by medical ex-
perts, we can ensure we
appropriately honor our
class of 2020 graduates
while keeping everyone
safe.”

AG joins in
crackdown

Texas Attorney General
Ken Paxton on May 4
joined a coalition of 52 at-
torneys general in a letter
to the Washington, D.C.-
based broadband industry
association USTelecom,
urging the association’s
members to continue de-
veloping robocall trace-
back and other capabilities
suited to law enforcement
needs.

Paxton and his col-
leagues said they antici-
pate an increase in
enforcement and a need for
increased investigative
support from leading voice
service providers.

“Texans’ private phones
are bombarded by constant
calls that invade their pri-
vacy and often attempt to
defraud them of their
hard-earned money,” Pax-
ton said.

Preparedness week
proclaimed

Gov. Abbott Abbott on
May 4 issued a proclama-
tion declaring May 3
through May 9 as Hurri-
cane Preparedness Week
in Texas.

In his proclamation, the
governor asks all Texans to
take steps to protect them-
selves and their loved ones
from the danger and de-
struction that hurricanes
can bring.

"There are no substi-
tutes for having emergen-
cy supplies and a
well-prepared emergency
plan to protect yourself,
your family,” Abbott said.
He encouraged Texans to
visit the Texas Ready
webpage, texasready.gov,
to learn more about the
steps they can take now to
prepare for hurricane sea-
son. Hurricane season
starts on June 1 and ends
on Nov. 30.
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THE

POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

/IMy
Signature
Look”

We're at the stage where
everyone is complaining about
their hair.

| am not complaining. As |
have frequently bragged, my
husband, Peter, cuts my hair and
this has continued while the
beauty parlors are closed and
everyone is growing increasingly
cranky.

We were talking to our
friends, Mary and Wolfgang,
about this and Mary was
expressing a bit of envy that |
had gotten a haircut the previous
day. | let her think that getting a
haircut from Peter was like
getting a haircut in a salon
although, other than the use of
scissors, there is very little
similarity.

Professional stylists will ask
you, “What do you have in
mind?” and stand there and
pretend to listen before they start
cutting hair off. Peter dispenses
with this formality. “Snip! Snip!
Snip!” Peter is done in no time
flat and my hair looks as good as
it's going to get.

| also used to go to a hair
salon to get my hair “highlight-
ed.” This was code for “bleached
blond,” but | always said,
“highlighted” because that's what
the stylist would say. Eventually,
| realized | was spending a lot of
money on a pitiful crop of hair.
So, | took a deep breath and
tried lightening it myself. The
results were exactly the same so
| kept doing it. Then, one day
about a year ago, the package
design changed and | bought the
wrong color.

| realized immediately that |
had made a dreadful error and
had bleached my hair an
alarming platinum blond.

“OH NO! What have | done?!”

| went to bed wondering if |
would try to cover up this
disaster or just hide in my house
long enough for it to grow out.

But a funny thing happened
the next morning. | got out of
bed, forgetting my fiasco of the
previous evening, and saw
myself in the morning sunshine.
My hair was, as always, standing
straight on end. But now it was
wackadoodle platinum blond. |
liked it.

“Wow. Your hair is very
blond,” my mother said when she
saw it.

“I know,” | told her. “It was a
mistake.”

“I like it,” she told me.

That settled it. Wackadoodle
blond was my new signature
look.

So now my hair is newly cut
and blond and | am feeling better
than Mary and Wolfgang.

“l used to cut Wolfgang's
hair,” Mary confessed, “but it's
too hard now that he’s going
bald!”

“He just needs to pay you
more,” | told Mary.

“Why is that?” Wolfgang
demanded. “Why do | have to
pay more for less hair?”

“It's just like camping gear
and lingerie,” | told Wolfgang.
“The less there is, the more you
pay.”

Wolfgang and Mary thought
that was funny and probably also
thought | knew something about
lingerie—I didn't set them
straight.

But the truth is, my under-
wear are an embarrassment and
my nightgown has holes in it. My
mother gave the nightgown to
me years ago for Christmas and
it is my favorite. It has reindeer
on itand it is quite literally falling
to pieces.

| decided, with my fancy new
haircut, | should bite the bullet
and get a new nightgown and
went looking online. The only
one | found that was anything
like it was exactly like it—it had
reindeer prancing across the
front. I bought it.

So, this summer, I'll be the
wackadoodle blonde wearing a
festive reindeer nightie.

One of the many nice things
about getting older is that I've
had time to learn what really
suits me.

Till next time,
Carrie

Carrie Classon’s memoir is
called, “Blue Yarn.” Learn more
at CarrieClasson.com.
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Goose Creek CISD Nutrition Services helps
meals

community with

Making sure students
are fed is a way of life for
Natalie Edwards, Goose
Creek CISD Nutrition Ser-
vices director. When Goose
Creek CISD superintendent
Dr. Randal O’Brien realized
Friday, March 13, that stu-
dents were not going back
to school after spring break
due to the COVID-19 situa-
tion, he asked Edwards

i f . o
)

Nutrition Services employees (from left)
Alma Chaverria and Blanca Maldonado
prepare to hand out meals at Lamar

when they could set up to
provide grab & go meals,
and she got the wheels roll-

@

Knute Blomstrom

Knute Alvin Blomstrom, Jr., age 84, of

Rochelle, Texas passed away Wednesday
evening, May 6, 2020 at his residence in
Rochelle. Knute was born July 6, 1935 in
Houston to Knute Alvin Blomstrom, Sr.
and Gertrude Mae (Wilson) Blomstrom.
He graduated from Robert E. Lee High
School in Baytown in 1953. He married
Helen Louise Spiers on March 20, 1954
in Houston. He was an engineering tech-
nician for Exxon Oil for 33 years, retir-
ing in 1986. He lived in Crosby, Texas for
29 years before moving to Rochelle in
1993. Knute led a full life. He was known
for his kindness, generosity and his ser-
vant heart. He was very active in sports,
church and community organizations
over the years. He was a member of the
Rochelle Baptist Church where he served
as deacon for many years and served on

the Board of Directors of the Heart of

Texas Memorial Hospital for several
years.

Graveside services at 1:00pm
Wednesday, May 13, 2020 at Sterling-
White Cemetery, 11011 Crosby Lynch-
burg Road in Highlands, TX. Knute
Blomstrom will lie in state at the pavil-
ion at Sterling-White Cemetery Wednes-
day, from 12 Noon to 1:00pm prior to the
service. Friends may view Knute Blom-
strom’s Memorial Video Tribute and/or
sign the online memorial guest book at

www.leatherwoodmemorialchapels.com.

Knute Blomstrom is survived by his

wife Helen Louise Blomstrom of Rochelle;
son Chuck Blomstrom and wife Paula of

Crosby; daughters Karen Blomstrom and

husband Tommy Lowden of Crosby and

Susan Blomstrom Hurst of Weaverville,

CA; daughter-in-law Robin Morris of

Crosby; grandchildren David Vogelpohl
and wife Catherine, Stephen Vogelpohl,

Jeffrey Vogelpohl and wife Stacey, Jacob

Gunner Blomstrom, Ashlynn Blomstrom,
Ronnie Blomstrom, Cody Evans and
Lacey Painter; great-grandchildren Luke,

Jake, Ava, Jackson and Emily Vogelpohl

and Alice Fancher. Also survived by sis-
ters-in-law Frances Brown and Helen
Spiers; nephews Bill Spiers and wife
Chris, Rod Brown and wife Christy and
Rusty Brown and his wife Bonnie; spe-
cial cousins David Blomstrom, Thomas
Blomstrom, Martha Anderson, John
Blomstrom, Patty Jaeger and Bill Jaeger;
and his extended family, Joyce Wilson and
her children Clint Wilson and his wife
Kissee and Dr. Mary J. Flannery and her
husband Mike. He was preceded in death
by his parents, son Arthur “Tiger” Blom-
strom and sister Geraldine Blomstrom.

Memorial contributions in memory of

Knute Alvin Blomstrom, Jr. may be made
to the Women’s Missionary Union,
%Rochelle Baptist Church, P.O. Box 126,
Rochelle, Texas 76872.

Arrangements Entrusted To

EATHERWOOD

\ MEMORIAL CHAPELS
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICES

“Serving the family for generations”
www.leatherwoodmemorialchapels.com

1001 South Elm Street
Brady, Texas 76825
325-597-0714
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www.northchannelstar.com
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“We started with lunch
Monday, March 16, and add-
ed breakfast the next day at
11 sites. Since then, we have
had from 11-19 sites serv-
ing children 18 and under,”
Edwards said.

From March 16-April 30,
Edwards and her team,
comprised of nearly 100 of
the more than 300 Nutrition
Services employees, have
served 132,839 breakfasts
and 135,467 lunches, pro-
viding a boost for many fam-
ilies who have experienced
layoffs, furloughs or reduced
hours. With 71 percent of
the district’s students on the
free or reduced lunch pro-
gram, Goose Creek CISD
knows there is a need for
nutritious meals when
school is not in session and
works to make sure children
do not go hungry.

Working during a pan-
demic means that employ-
ees fix the meals, package
them and give them to fam-

Elementary.

ilies outside of the schools, while wearing
gloves and masks. Employees are encour-
aged to put the bags containing the food on
a table and let the parents pick them up.
They also are required to stay apart in the

Aramark/Goose Creek CISD Nutrition Services staff

kitchen while preparing the meals.

“People have been grateful to get the
food,” Edwards said. “I watch some of little kids get excit-
ed about things that are in their bags. We try to give them
atreat every day, such as chips, cookies or ice cream. Some-
times there are some small toys. We do whatever we can

to make it fun.”

During the school year, Edwards manages all food pro-
grams, including child nutrition, catering and concessions
at Stallworth Stadium. Registered dietician Kirsten
Kruzenga helps create menus for the 28 schools and near-
ly 24,000 Goose Creek CISD students, making sure stu-
dents with special dietary needs, such as food allergies,
are accommodated. Each kitchen operates as an individu-
al restaurant, with a manager and assistant manager plac-
ing food orders, counting inventory, working with monthly
promotions and participating in campus activities.

Roshelle Stevenson handles marketing for Aramark/
GCCISD Nutrition Services, and Chef Francheska Bland
works with catering, creating food demonstrations, and
encouraging students to enter the culinary profession by
offering internships, field trips and competitions. Dina
McCartney, Suellen Lambert and Michelle Ojeda super-

vise the school kitchens.

The More Things Change

A very old quote says
that “the more things
change, the more they stay
the same.” Generally, this
expression is used in a neg-
ative sense, but the child of
God can find a lot of truth
here.

THOUGHTS FROM

HILLSIDE CHURCH

By Dr. Mark Trice

Think about the church.
What has changed through
the years? One obvious
change is in our music.
Most generations grew up
with hymnals in hand.
Many still use them, but
large numbers of churches
now choose more contem-
porary forms. Other chang-
es involve the appearance
of the sanctuary, the ar-
rangement of the seating,
the minister’s presentation
style... The list goes on.

In recent months, the
biggest changes have come
as a direct response to a
worldwide pandemic. Min-
isters all over have had
crash courses in live
streaming as their congre-
gations became accus-
tomed to attending service
in their living rooms while
wearing their pajamas,
and where it’s been permit-
ted drive-in churches be-
came an option that
allowed us to not only see
each other (while remain-
ing socially distant), but

also have breakfast and
enjoy coffee in our parking
lot “sanctuaries.”

Much has changed in
recent decades, years, and
weeks, but this is not
what’s important. Where
the Christian is concerned,
what is truly important is
what has stayed the same,
the truths that will never
change, such as...

God loves everyone in
the world. (John 3:16)

There is only one way to
God. (John 14:6)

We all need a one-on-
one, intimate relationship
with God. (John 17:3)

We must worship Him
with a pure heart. (John
4:23)

We are called to come
together as a church body.
(Hebrews 10:24-25)

Jesus still expects us to

do what He tells us. (Luke
6:46)

We must take personal
responsibility to share the
Gospel. (Matthew 28:19-
20)

As we come back togeth-
er in our sanctuaries after
this break from the norm,
let us return with fresh
hearts, hearts focused on
the eternal truths found in
the Word of God, hearts on
fire with a passion to live
every moment in a way
that is pleasing to Him and
brings Him glory. Let us
determine not to return to
church as usual, but rath-
er to focus even more in-
tently on living the lives
God has called us to live,
on actively basing our lives
on those things that never
change.

www.myhillsidefamily.com,
@myhillsidefamily

In order fo be the best, you have fo
be willing fo give the best.

YICRESPO & JIRRELS

Call Us Today For More Information

281-839-0700

61213 Garth Road, Baytown | www.crespoandjirrels.com

l‘ Funeral and Cremation Services
Where there’s a definite difference. |

(from left) Teofila Reyes(Chica), Raina Cardona, Chef
Francheska Bland, Veronica Magana, Alma Rodriguez
and Natalie Edwards accept the Best of Booth Award,
getting out into the community at the recent
Epicurean Evening event.

The grab and go meal distribution will
continue through June 30 and will start
back up again sometime in July.

“Natalie Edwards and her food service
team are some of the most dedicated and
caring staff members within the district,”
said Dr. Anthony Price, deputy superinten-
dent for administrative services. “Their fo-
cus is to ensure our students are fed each
day, while providing a safe transference for
all involved within the grab and go process.
They truly are meeting the needs of the com-
munity.”

The Journey of a thousand

miles begins with one step
-LaoTzu

STERLING ~ WHITE

FUNERAL HOME & CEMETERY
11011 CROSBY-LYNCHBURG RD.
HicHLANDs, TX 77562
(281) 426-3555
WWW.STERLINGWHITE. COM

“A Tradition of Excellence Since 1824”

Siding &
Roof Repairs
Mobile Home Skirting

Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

What we suffer now
is nothing compared
to the glory He will
reveal fo us later
ROMANS 8:18

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address
1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

P81-421-4050 1500 E. Wallisville Rd.

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SIGNATURE
Select SERVICES

www.SigSelect.com

SPECIALIZATION

Select Services:
Personal Care
Social Outlings
Respite Care

24 hr. Care

In-Hospital Sitting

Post-Surgical
Assistance

Pet & Plant Care

Light Housework
Meal Preparation
Transportation

MONICA NELSON

COMMUNITY LIASON
346-216-8872
mnelson@sigselect.com
606 Rollingbrook Dr. #2G
Baytown, TX 77521
832-695-2328

| can do all things
through Christ who
strengthens me.

PHILIPPIANS 4:13
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% ASK THE EXPERT

Testing intimidating
but relatively simple

Getting tested for COV-
ID 19 is in the best inter-
est of the area and nation
overall but actually doing
it requires registration and
a willingness to follow in-
structions but nothing to
be intimidated by.

Harris County Public
Health encourages people
who have a fever* above
100.4°F (38°C) and with
respiratory symptoms, had
close contact™* with some-
one diagnosed with COV-
ID-19, have health
conditions like (diabetes,
lung disease, heart disease,
pregnancy), are age 60 and
older, are residents of nurs-
ing homes (or other senior
living facility) are part of
an investigation of a clus-
ter or an outbreak, are as-

ymptomatic who believe
they have been exposed to
COVID-19 to get tested.

One must register by
either going to
readyharris.org or http:/
covcheck.hetx.net or tele-
phone (832) 927-7575 to
set up your test by regis-
tration. At this time, once
successfully registered,
one will be issued a code to
take with them to
whereever the test is being
administered. In High-
lands or Crosby one will
probably be sent to Stal-
worth Stadium in Baytown
off of Sjolander Road onto
Archer Road and follow the
signs.

One will be directed to
a tent where officers give
directions and a health-

care worker checks your
code and places a package
on your windshield and
you will be directed to the
next station.

The final station before
exit a rolling bench will put
a package with three piec-
es inside, one is a briefing
about everything COVID
related, a stick inside a
plastic bag and a capped
little bottle. You will be in-
structed to stick the cotton
ended swab up your right
nostril and swirl and hold
for 15 seconds, then insert
the swab into your left and
repeat that action. One
then inserts the swab into
the little bottle and closes
the bottle tightly. Then you
are instructed to leave.

Medical Services,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The Houston Methodist
Baytown Emergency De-
partment is taking extra
precautions to ensure your
safety, including:

e Screening all employ-
ees and patients for high
temperatures and other
symptoms before they en-
ter the building

e Asking all patients to
wear a mask before arriv-
ing, per Texas Medical
Board mandate, and pro-
viding a mask if patients
need one as soon as they
arrive

e Isolating suspected
COVID-19 patients in a
separate area.

e Thoroughly disinfect-
ing patient rooms and all
surfaces in common areas
and employee workspaces

¢ Ensuring social dis-
tancing in waiting rooms

Overall Hospital Safety
Measures

The Houston Methodist
Baytown campus is fo-
cused on making your vis-
it as safe as possible, and

we are taking extra pre-
cautions, such as:

e Screening all patients
and essential visitors
when entering our facili-
ties

® Requiring all patients,
visitors and employees to
wear a mask

e Adhering to a strict
essential visitor policy

e Implementing social
distancing in our waiting
rooms and elevators

® Minimizing waiting in
public spaces

¢ Elevating our cleaning
and housekeeping practic-
es

e Offering
check-in

To schedule an appoint-
ment with a Houston
Methodist Baytown physi-
cian, visit
houstonmethodist.org/bay-
town, or call 281-428-2273.
If you don't have a doctor,
you can speak to a Hous-
ton Methodist virtual ur-
gent care provider 24/7
through the MyMethodist
app, or you can find a pri-

remote

mary care physician by vis-
iting Find-a-Doctor at
houstonmethodist.org/bay-
town.

About Houston Methodist
Baytown Hospital

Houston Methodist Bay-
town Hospital has provid-
ed Baytown and east
Harris, Liberty and Cham-
bers counties with quality
medical care since opening
its doors in 1948. The hos-
pital has grown through-
out the years with the
community, providing com-
prehensive care at all stag-
es of life. As a health care
leader, the hospital is
proud to have a fully inte-
grated residency program
focused on educating and
inspiring future practitio-
ners. Today, Houston
Methodist Baytown pro-
vides some of the most ad-
vanced and innovative
procedures while never
wavering from its focus on
compassionate and pa-
tient-centered care.
Houstonmethodist.org/
baytown.
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The AARP Auto Insurance Program from The Hartford.'

Saving is easy! With this policy, experienced
drivers who switch save an average of $449*
in the first year alone — and they get all the
benefits and privileges you'd expect with
the AARP Auto Insurance Program  from
The Hartford. Your own savings could actually
be greater.

96%

of customers recommend
The Hartford*"

W 24/7 claims service

W Lifetime renewability’

W Lock in your rate for a full 12 months
W New car replacement®®

The only national auto insurance
program endorsed by AARP.

Call The Hartford now to request a FREE money-saving quote.
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Making Life Better
Stories and songs matter

more than ever right now

(NAPSI)—Here’s a
thought that may make
you feel like singing: In
times like these, when
so many people feel like
little islands, connect-
ing with other people to
share stories and songs
takes on a special sig-
nificance.

It’s long been popu-
lar. For much of human
history, the center of
people’s light and life
was the humble camp-
fire. It was a place to
teach, share, connect,
and give thanks. It was
the hub of culture,
where our ancestors
gathered nightly to
fight back the dark with
their myths, stories,
and the joy of their voic-
es raised in song.

Stories and songs are
basic units of shared
culture that remain,
even as the source of
flickering light changed
from fire to screens.
These days, many social
networks and stream-
ing services are report-
ing global spikes in
member activity.

For example, on the
“stories” side, nearly 16
million new people
joined Netflix during
the first part of the
year, which was twice
as many as expected.
Other streaming servic-
es have seen rises as
well, including Disney+.
And underscoring the
many benefits of engag-
ing in these libraries of
“once upon a time,”
watching streaming
video has quickly be-
come the #1 leisure ac-
tivity for people at
home.

On the “songs” side,
social singing network
Smule has also seen a
significant rise in new
users joining in from all
over the world. Smule is
a global online commu-
nity of music lovers
where millions of people
from all over come to-
gether each day to sing
along with millions of
popular songs, often
with other people—and
sometimes with the
stars who first sang the
songs—plus make new
friends, cheer each oth-
er on, and simply have
fun. Your singing abili-
ty doesn’t matter; the
thing all the members
have in common is a
love for singing, and a

love for connecting with
other people through
the shared experience of
performing songs to-
gether.

It’s somewhat like
Snapchat and YouTube,
mashed up with an au-
tomated sound and vid-
eo recording and effects
studio. You can sing or
record songs on video
with new friends,
karaoke by yourself, or
sing a cappella. Mem-
bers include people from
all walks of life, includ-
ing real-life superstars,
such as Lewis Capaldi,
who upload recorded
versions of their top hits
for other members to
sing along with and re-
post to the network and
other social media plat-
forms. Fans can even
sing along with Disney
characters such as Moa-
na to the hits from pop-
ular Disney films.

Thousands of inde-
pendent singing com-
munities and teams

have sprung up around
the world, using Smule
as the platform to show-
case their singalongs.

One such community,
Apex Team, is a group of
46 young, talented and
dynamic voices from all
parts of the world who
came together as a vir-
tual choir that inspires
online audiences with
their enjoyable musical
performances. Apex pro-
duces more than a hun-
dred group
collaborations a year,
including a phenomenal
performance of “Fight
Song,” by Rachel Plat-
ten and Dave Bassett—
edited into a “Thank
You” to frontline profes-
sionals in the fight
against COVID-19.

Meanwhile, some
things haven’t changed.
Shared light is better,
stories and songs still
matter.

To learn more, go to
www.smule.com or get
the app at Google Play.

www.facebook.com/
StarCourier
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SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money B us i ness D i rec t o ry SHOP LOCALLY -- Save pTime & Money

281-428-1187

1-800-345-8471

Sales & Repair Service

Baytown, Texas
John Henderson

628 Cedar Bayou Rd.

CENTRAL AUTO
INSPECTIONS

FULL SERVICE VEHICLE INSPECTIONS

713-702-3200

JOHNNY GAEKE 9118, MAIN
OWNER-INSPECTOR HIGHLANDS, TX 77562

GraEhics Unlimited, Inc.
'CORPORATE GRAPHICS AT ITS BEST

Embroidery & Screen Printing

281-462-1200

www.graphicsunlimitedinc.net
213 Kernohan ¢ Crosby, TX 77532

BN
HILL

MATERIALS
119 Listi Ln, Highlands

WE DELIVER TO YOU

(281) 843-5000

residential - commercial - industrial

FILL DIRT
BANK SAND
ROADBASE
LIMESTONE

hilimaterials.com

A
MR. ROOFER

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000

CERTIFIED CONTRACTOR
New Roofs * Repairs » Painting » Hardi Plank Siding
« Mobile Home Skirting

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com
= Major credit cards accepted =

Donate A Boat 4
or Car Today!
BDB\TL 10

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

$00-700-BOAT

www.boatangel.com

WE BUY i

Both non-producing and producing
Incluing Hea-Particgating Reyalty Interest INPRI]

| Provide us your des

evalation

CALLTODAY: 806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Bax 1300 - Lubbock, TX 75408-1500
LaboMineralsLLCigma com

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details
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CARRNS ST ERIEND

RIS

Call 713-266-3444

Your AD will reach up to 120,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 40,000 copies. Get AGTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

I

CEMETERY ~ WANTED
PLOTS

—— ROOMMATE

Two plots at WANTED

San Jacinto in Channelview area.

Cemetery Call for details:

valued at $8,150. 936-218-6731

Will sell both for 192

$4,000 +$150

transfer fee. Call Classified ADS

281-452-0833 for

713-266-3444

Architectural Services
HOFFMAN-LIU DESIGN
ASSOCIATES

|
LEGAL NOTICE

L |
LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

]
LEGAL NOTICE

Attention Private Non-Profit Schools, Home Schoolers, Parents, and Community Members
in the Sheldon Independent School District

Private, non-profit schools, who legally qualify as a non-profit (currently hold a 501-C3
certificate), home schoolers, parents, and community members are invited to participate in
a virtual meeting with representatives from the Sheldon Independent School District to
learn more about federally funded programs and services available for the 2020-2021 school
year. The meeting will be held virtually using zoom, on Wednesday, May 27, 2020, from
1:00 - 2:00 p.m. If you are interested in participating or have questions, please contact

Where can | pick
up a Star-
Courier?

HIGHLANDS:
Library

Food Town
Community
Center
Backdraft Rest.
Woodforest Bank
Conoco Station

further information. Sheldohn ED atd(281) 727-2096. Details on how to access the zoom meeting are posted at Post Office
19-6 www.snheldonisa.com. (outaide)
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Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢

4 Moderate 44 Challenging

“3U1 ‘SIEDIPUAS SeUrgEe Bui 02020

444 HOO BOY!
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gleltlzlzlslvlslg] 1. GEOGRAPHY: The island of Hispaniola is
2 1 6 4 divided into which two countries?
1 8 5 g : 2 : ; ; : ? : 2. U.S. STATES: Which state is known as the
Badger State?
6 3 cl8|v|F|6|€]9|S[4| 3 MEDICAL: Which human organ is involved
Jomsuy in the development of diabetes?
7]2 1 4. AD SLOGANS: Which company advises cli-
8 6 2 — MI0ANS AM3M — eps to “leave the driving to us™

5. MONUMENTS: How long ago was Stone-
henge built?

6. ENTERTAINERS: Which singer/actress was
born with the name Anna Mae Bullock?

7. COMICS: What kind of dog is Snoopy in the
“Peanuts” comic strip?

8. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: How many
official languages does the United Nations have?

9, MEASUREMENTS: How many drops are in
a teaspoon?

10. MUSIC: How many members sing in the
Mormon Tabernacle Choir?

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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By Susan Passmore

Moving forward with
virtual graduation ceremo-
nies on their originally
scheduled graduation
dates in May, Goose Creek
CISD announced that face-
to-face ceremonies will be
held in July.

Ross S. Sterling High
School’s ceremony is
planned for July 16 at 7:30
p.m. Goose Creek Memori-
al High School will host a
ceremony July 17 at 7:30
p-m., and Robert E. Lee
High School’s ceremony is
scheduled for July 18 at 9
a.m. The events will be
held at Stallworth Stadi-
um, weather permitting.
In partnership with Lee
College, IMPACT Early
College High School will
hold its ceremony at the
Lee College Sports Arena
at noon July 18, depending
upon state and local orders
at the time, and the same
date and time will be re-
served for Stallworth Sta-

% COMMUNITY NEWS *
Goose Creek CISD Face-to-Face Ceremony Dates

dium as a contingency
plan.

The ceremonies will
give students the opportu-
nity to walk across the
stage in front of their fam-
ily members and friends as
their names are called.
Students will wear their
caps and gowns but are
permitted to wear more
casual clothing under-
neath their gowns. After
receiving congratulations
from school administrators
and staff, they will stop for
a quick graduation photo-
graph.

Planned to be less for-
mal than traditional grad-
uation ceremonies, the
summer events will not in-
clude the speeches from
the virtual ceremonies.
Guests are reminded not to
bring noisemakers and to
respect the rights of other
families to hear the names
of their graduates called.
At the conclusion of the
ceremony, students may
join their families to take
photos and celebrate their

accomplishments on the
field at the appropriate
time.

Seniors will receive
more detailed information
as it becomes available. All
ceremonies are contingent
upon the safety protocols
in effect at the time, which
may include social distanc-
ing and the potential for
limiting the number of
guests allowed in the sta-
dium, as well as any other
CDC guidelines as may be
required.

“Our district is pleased
to be able to offer students
both ceremony opportuni-
ties. We hope those who
are available will choose to
take advantage of the face-
to-face ceremony in July
when we anticipate safety
protocols will provide a
more enjoyable opportuni-
ty to honor our graduates,”
Dr. Randal O’Brien, Goose
Creek CISD superinten-
dent, said. “Graduation is
a major accomplishment
for our students as well as
for our families and staff

Jennifer Le and Trung Nguyen, Tramy Nguyen'’s parents, show their pride
for their daughter, who is Ross S. Sterling High School’s valedictorian,
during the recent Top 10 Parade.

members, and we want to
ensure that we properly
celebrate the results of
their hard work and ef-
fort.”

GOOSE CREEK 1SD BROADCAST
CEREMONIES

May 23, 2020

CUIC feeds Trautman resigns office,

locals,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

unteers checked the names of
recipients and asked them to open
the boots to have the groceries
loaded by hard working volun-
teers into the rear of the vehicle.

According to volunteer manag-
er, Skip Greenwade, “As you know
this facility has been helping peo-
ple and we were trying to figure
out how to accomplish this when
alocal guy donated a sizable check
stipulating that it go to helping
folks locally. We used the funds to
buy food from the Houston Food
Bank and local produce became
available; so, at the last minute,
thanks to volunteers we were able
to assemble this effort.”

“The next food distribution at
CUIC will be at 9:00 a.m. on Fri-
day, May 29.” said Skip Green-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

cess in Harris County. She is credit-
ed with convincing the county and the
state to allow voters to cast their bal-
lots at any polling location, instead
of the one closest to their home.

Due to the Coronavirus, she has
also been working on a plan to allow
the majority of voters to vote by mail
instead of risking their health at poll-
ing locations. She has received pre-
liminary county funding of $12
million for this effort, but has been
told by the state that it would not be
legal to allow all to vote this way, and
she is awaiting resolution of this rul-
ing.

Trautman credits her staff for
much of the accomplishments, and
praises their commitment and hard
work.

In accepting her resignation,
Judge Hidalgo said “Dr. Trautman
embodies the spirit of the communi-
ty she has served... she led the charge

ing place on Election Day... she expanded
voting locations... and expanded hours and
early voting opportunities for all... During
the Coronavirus crisis, she has led the push
for mail ballot voting... I thank her for serv-
ing our community with pride, dedication,
and an ambitious agenda.”

The Harris County Republican party is-
sued the following statement:

“We appreciate Dr. Trautman’s stated will-
ingness to work together during the one and
halfyears she has been in office. While we have
had our differences, Dr. Trautman showed the
importance of having an independent county
clerk dedicated to meeting important election
challenges. Her tenure has also shown why
the County Clerk is elected by the people and
not beholden to other county officials. While
serving as County Clerk is no easy job, it plays
a critical role in Harris County, overseeing the
largest elections in Texas and, in November
2020, one of the largest countywide voting op-
erations in the nation.”

*Ross S. Sterling - 10:00 am
*Goose Creek Memorial - 2:15 pm
Broadcast at www.gccisd.net
Ceremonies at Stallworth Stadium.

CROSBY GRADUATION CEREMONY

Crosby High School - May 29, 12:00 p.m. at the Cou-
gar Stadium. Each student will be limited to five guests,
and the five guests are not transferable.

No more than two cars per family can park in the
parking lot. Family groups have to sit at least two rows
and 6 feet apart from each other.

Before entering, each person will be asked about
COVID-19 symptoms and testifying they don't have them

Guests will have assigned entry. Guests will be strong-
ly encouraged to wear facemasks.

Throwing caps into the air will not be allowed.

All music will be pre-recorded.

There is no procession because of no rehearsals un-
der Abbott and TEA’s orders.

HUFFMAN ISD GRADUATION
CEREMONY

Hargrave High School Graduation Sat. June 27, 4 pm
— 7 pm (Ford Park Arena-Beaumont)

wade. to allow citizens to vote at any poll-

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS

One solution for oxygen at
OR YOUR MONEY BACK

home, away, and for travel

Introducing the INOGEN ONE

It's oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refill. No more deliveries.

No more hassles with travel. The INOGEN ONE
portable oxygen concentrator is designed to
provide unparalleled freedom for oxygen therapy

users. It's small, lightweight, clinically proven

for stationary and portable use, during the day and

at night, and can go virtually anywhere —
even on most airlines.

Inogen accepts Medicare and

many private insurances!

Leaf ¢ Filter

GUTTER
PROTECTION

ADDITIONALLY

Reclaim Your o

Freedom And inogen SENIOR &
Independence NOW! M[LITARY DISCOUNTS
Inogen R

N CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Call Inogen Today To - &imL

Request Your FREE Info Kit RECEIVE 1L

1-855-333-1888

@ 2020 Inogen, Inc. All rights reserved.

Promo Code: 285
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, FrisSat: 8am-5pm,
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

'YOUR ENTIRE INSTALL!
=+iffer valid . at estimate anly.

“The leading consumer réporting agency conducted a 16 Month outdsor test of gUITer Buards in 2010 and ri

system In America.” CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7655 License# 50145 License# 41354 License# 09338 License# 128344 License# 218204 License#

603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 27051321534 L\:cnstl LEAFFNWS22JZ License# WNOS6912 Licenses WC-23938-H17 Nassau HIC

Licensen HO1067000 176447 HIC.0649305 127228 Registrationd C127230 Registration® 36692091 Registration# PCEATS
IR731804 Regi 1 PADESS83 Sutfolk HE Licenses 53328.

a5 the 1 guard

MKT-PO108

Need help Getting
Social Securi

o=
GUARANTEE

GUARANTEED!

THE BUTCHER'S BUNDLE

4 (5 oz.) Butcher's Cut Filet Mignons
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops

4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers

4 (2 oz.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks

4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin

4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet

$238:5%" separately $ 6 9 99

COMBO PRICE

~ 1.855.426.0663 | OmahaSteaks. com/dinner249
< Bundie 61086LJE

+4 MORE
BURGERS FREE!

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS
FOR OVER 25 YEARS!

You Could Be Eligible To Receive:

AN £ L

Steady monthly income A lump sum payment Annual cost of
depending on your of benefits owed living increases
paid in omount from back-pay

GET IT

0 MAIN COURSES + SIDES & DESSERT

—— . Order No
* We simplify the process & strive
for quick claim approval

ﬁBu HE (;ORDOI\

AssaClArf_s

844-509-9547

Helping thousonds ¢

Ask for The Butcher's

» Starting the process is easy and
takes only minutes to complete

Bill Gordon & Associates, a nationwide practice, represents clients before the Social Security Administration. Member of the
TX & NM Bar Associations. Mail: 1420 NW St Washington D.C. Office: Broward County, FL. Services may be provided by

associated altorneys licensed in other states.




