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COVID-19 SPREAD CONTINUES

Harris County raises threat level to
‘Severe’, advises masks, stay home

Early voting
in Run-off
underway

HARRIS COUNTY –
Voters are being asked to
return to the polls on July
14, or earlier if voting in
an Early Voting location
or by mail.

Run-offs are scheduled
on the Democratic ticket
for US Senator, between
Mary MJ Hegar and
Royce West, and US Rep-
resentative in District 10,
Mike Siegel vs. Pritesh
Gandhi.

For Railroad Commis-
sioner, Roberto Alonzo is
opposed by Christa Cas-
taneda; for State Board of
Education, Michelle
Palmer vs. Kimberly
McLeod.

Of major interest in
this area are Democratic

State Representatives,
County Commissioners,
and Constables.

In District 138, Akilah
Bacy is opposed by Jeni-
fer Rene Pool. In District
142, Harold Dutton Jr. is
running against Jerry
Davis. In District 148
Anna Eastman vs. Penny
Morales Shaw.

For County Commis-
sioner, Precinct 3, Micha-
el Moore is running
against Diana Martinez
Alexander.

In the Constable races,
Precinct 2 has Chris Diaz
vs. Jerry Garcia; Precinct
3 Sherman Eagleton vs.

See Early Voting,
Page 6

Judge Hidalgo Urges
Residents to Stay Home,
Leave Only for Vital Needs

Harris County, Texas -
June 26, 2020, Today at
noon, Harris County Judge
Lina Hidalgo updated the
county’s COVID-19 public
threat level from significant
(orange, level two) to severe
(red, level one). Level one
indicates a “severe and un-
controlled” level of COVID-
19, meaning outbreaks are
worsening, contact tracing
capacity is strained or ex-
ceeded, and healthcare
surge is likely. The elevation
to threat level 1 - the high-

est in the system - comes as
a variety of data demon-
strate alarming trends that
are on track to overwhelm
the local healthcare system.

“The harsh truth is that
our current infection rate is
on pace to overwhelm our
hospitals in the very near
future,” Judge Hidalgo said.
“We hope this serves as a
wakeup call to everyone
that the time to act is now.
I’m calling on all residents
and businesses to take im-
mediate action to help our
medical community get this
virus back in check before it
spirals beyond control and
more lives are needlessly
sacrificed. Stay and work

from home except for essen-
tial business. Wear a face
covering if you absolutely
have to be out. We’ve flat-
tened the curve before, and
we can do it again, but we
need to buckle down and do
this together.”

Under a level one threat,
the public is urged to:

Stay home, except for the
most essential needs like
going to the grocery store for
food and medicine

Avoid and cancel all gath-
erings of any size.

See Severe Level,
Page 8

Brown Bag
Lunches
Suspended
Harris County Precinct 2 has
suspended its brown bag
lunches until further notice.
At this time, the Be a
Champion food events have
not been suspended but the
Precinct advices to check
social media pages for live
updates.

BIRTHDAYS
Jun 25--Pam White

Larry Marlin
Andrew Waldrip

Jun 26--C.L. Morgan
Jim White

Jun 27--Josh Lisenbe
George Welshimer
George Thurmond

Jun 28--Jeanne Webb
Ethan Hill

Jun 29--Sarah Muldrow
Peggy Smith

Jun 30--Hannah Barron
Alan Boudreaux
Lisa Boudreaux
Rosetta Farrar

Jul 1--Susan Butler
Deanna Hilde-
brand
Otis McGaffet
Lewis Spearman

Jul 2--Mark Whittaker

ANNIVERSARIES
Jun 29--John & Jean

Lee
K.D. & Linda Strickland
Don & Anna Mattingly

CITY OF HOUSTON

HARRIS COUNTY

PRE-SCREENING

COVID-19
RESOURCES

832-393-4220

713-634-1110
ASK A NURSE

MOBILE TESTS
713-439-6000

HARRIS COUNTY
832-927-7575
readyharris.org

METHODIST
HOSPITAL BAYTOWN
Download mymethodist app.

MD MEDICAL
1-888-776-5252

Update on San Jacinto River Waste Pits

EPA says deeper toxic waste
means more time & money

See EPA update, Page 8

By Jennah Durant
EPA Press Office

Here is more information on recent
SJR waste pits questions:

1. Have you received the 30% Design pack-
age for the South impoundment?

Yes. The 30% design package for the
south impoundment was submitted to
EPA on April 13, 2020.

2. Have you received the 30% Design pack-
age for the North impoundment?

Yes. The 30% design package for the
north impoundment was submitted to
EPA on May 28, 2020.

3. Will these documents be available to
the public? When?

The documents are currently under
review by the regulatory agencies.
Following EPA’s review of the docu-
ment and determination that the de-
sign is appropriate based on the
remedy selected in the Record of De-
cision, EPA will make the document
available to the public.

4. Regardless of whether the reports are
public, could you furnish me with an exec-
utive summary or your own summation of
what they say?

This illustration of a typical cofferdam and
dewatering process, furnished by the EPA, may
be the type called for in the Design Package.

Highlands Rotary
installs new officers

Judge Mike Parrott swears-in Andy Scott as the
President of Highlands Rotary for 2020-2021.

See ROTARY Install,
Page 8

The Rotary Club of
Highlands installed their
new officers for the 2020-
2021 Rotary year on June
19.  Judge Mike Parrott
was the installing officer
for the evening’s banquet,
hosted by Robert & Ann
Woodall.  Larry White led
the group in prayer, then
Denise Smith led the
pledge of allegiance.  The
event was catered by Cat-
fish on Wheels.

Scott Rainey, District
Governor-Elect gave a wel-
come from the district and
commended the Rotary
Club of Highlands on their
hard work for the year.
Numerous recognitions
and awards were present-
ed to various members for
their contributions
through the year, as well as
perfect attendance awards.

Officers for the 2020-
2021 year, which begins
July 1, are:  Andy Scott,

President; Jerry Fallin,
President-Elect; Teresa
Martin, Secretary; and
Sheila McDonald, Treasur-
er.  Additional officers are:
Johnny Gaeke, Sergeant at
Arms; Betty Brewer, Mem-
bership Chair; Tricia Scott,
Foundation Chair; Denise

Smith, Public Image Chair;
Diana Weaver, Communi-
ty Service Chair; Weston
Cotton, International Ser-
vice; Larry White, Scholar-

These stories
in the PRESS:
•Chambers County
Order to wear masks
•Houston Methodist
Baytown Hospital
visitors policy

......And more, Page 3
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281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide,

Hospice Services
*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2018 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: cri.tax.jhinson@gmail.com

Maximum Tax Savings
Open for appointments

Harris County, Texas --
Fireworks are synonymous
with the Fourth of July.
They are beautiful, but can
also be very dangerous if
not used properly. The Har-
ris County Fire Marshal’s
Office not only encourages
residents to attend profes-
sional fireworks displays
and practice fireworks
safety but to also practice
social distancing and wear
masks.

 “Professional fireworks
displays are a great way
for residents to safely en-
joy fireworks, but with the
spread of COVID-19 we
are also encouraging ev-
eryone to practice social
distancing and to wear
masks,” said Harris Coun-
ty Fire Marshal Laurie L.
Christensen. “If you choose
to use consumer fireworks,
please read the cautionary
labels and dispose of your
fireworks properly.”

The Harris County Fire
Marshal’s Office encourag-
es residents to follow these
recommended safety tips:

Follow the law. Make

AUSTIN – June 26,
2020 – Governor Greg Ab-
bott issued an executive or-
der limiting certain
businesses and services as
part of the state’s effort to
contain the spread of COV-
ID-19. This decision comes
as the number of people
testing positive for COV-
ID-19 and the number of
hospitalizations have in-
creased and the positivity
rate in Texas increased
above 10%, which the Gov-
ernor previously stated
would lead to further pre-
ventative action. The tar-
geted, measured directives
in the executive order are
based on links between
certain types of business-
es and services and the re-
cent rise in positive cases
throughout the state.

The order includes the
following:

All bars and similar es-
tablishments that receive

Harris County Fire Marshal
encourages fireworks safety

sure fireworks are legal in
your community.

Read and follow the di-
rections and warning la-
bels on fireworks
packaging.

Never allow children to
play with or ignite fire-
works.

Light only one firework
at a time.

Do not point fireworks
at homes, buildings, or peo-
ple.

Never consume alcohol
or drugs while shooting
fireworks.

Make sure there is a
bucket of water or water
source nearby for emergen-
cies and to soak used fire-
works prior to disposing of
them in the trash.

Be considerate of neigh-
bors when it comes to noise
and the trash left behind.

Pets and fireworks don’t
mix. The loud noises can
cause pets to become anx-
ious or afraid.

Consider celebrating
the Fourth of July with
fireworks alternatives. For
example, glow sticks are a

great alternative to spar-
klers. Sparklers may seem
safe, but sparklers burn
more than six times hotter
than boiling water.

"Using consumer fire-
works safely, attending a
professional display, or
finding alternative ways to
celebrate, will reduce the
number of incidents that
require a response from
first responders," said Fire
Marshal Christensen.
"Stay safe this Fourth of
July holiday and help keep
our first responders safe as
well."

Fireworks sales run
from June 24 through July
4. Complaints regarding
the sale or illegal use of
fireworks in the unincorpo-
rated areas of Harris
County can be made by
calling (281) 999-2200 or
emailing
fmosupport@fmo.hctx.net.

 For additional informa-
tion on fireworks contact
the Harris County Fire
Marshal’s Office at (713)
274-1700, or visit
www.hcfmo.net.

more than 51% of their
gross receipts from the
sale of alcoholic beverages
are required to close at
12:00 PM today. These
businesses may remain
open for delivery and take-
out, including for alcohol-
ic beverages, as authorized
by the Texas Alcoholic Bev-
erage Commission.

Restaurants may re-
main open for dine-in ser-
vice, but at a capacity not
to exceed 50% of total list-
ed indoor occupancy, be-
ginning Monday, June 29,
2020.

Rafting and tubing
businesses must close.

Outdoor gatherings of
100 or more people must
be approved by local gov-
ernments, with certain ex-
ceptions.

 “As I said from the
start, if the positivity rate
rose above 10%, the State
of Texas would take fur-
ther action to mitigate the

spread of COVID-19,” said
Governor Abbott. “At this
time, it is clear that the rise
in cases is largely driven by
certain types of activities,
including Texans congre-
gating in bars. The actions
in this executive order are
essential to our mission to
swiftly contain this virus
and protect public health.
We want this to be as lim-
ited in duration as possible.
However, we can only slow
the spread if everyone in
Texas does their part. Ev-
ery Texan has a responsi-
bility to themselves and
their loved ones to wear a
mask, wash their hands,
stay six feet apart from
others in public, and stay
home if they can. I know
that our collective action
can lead to a reduction in
the spread of COVID-19
because we have done it
before, and we will do it
again.”

Containing spread of COVID-19
Limits certain businesses and services with link to infections

Additional reopening
phases temporary paused

AUSTIN – Governor
Greg Abbott today an-
nounced that the State of
Texas will pause any fur-
ther phases to open Texas
as the state responds to the
recent increase in positive
COVID-19 cases and hos-
pitalizations. Businesses
that are permitted to open
under the previous phases
can continue to operate at
the designated occupancy
levels and under the mini-
mum standard health pro-
tocols provided by the

Texas Department of State
Health Services.

“As we experience an
increase in both positive
COVID-19 cases and hos-
pitalizations, we are fo-
cused on strategies that
slow the spread of this vi-
rus while also allowing
Texans to continue earning
a paycheck to support their
families,” said Governor
Abbott. “The last thing we
want to do as a state is go
backwards and close down
businesses. This tempo-

rary pause will help our
state corral the spread un-
til we can safely enter the
next phase of opening our
state for business. I ask all
Texans to do their part to
slow the spread of COVID-
19 by wearing a mask,
washing their hands regu-
larly, and socially distanc-
ing from others. The more
that we all follow these
guidelines, the safer our
state will be and the more
we can open up Texas for
business.”

EXECUTIVE ACTIONS TO STOP
COVID-19 SPREAD

✯
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ROUND-
UP

Participate in local gov-
ernment and give back to
the community by serving
on one of the City of Day-
ton’s citizen advisory
boards. The City is current-
ly seeking passionate, com-
m u n i t y - m i n d e d
individuals to be a part of
three boards that help
guide development, future
needs, regulations, and li-
brary services for Dayton.

Applications are being
accepted for the following
boards:

- Zoning & Planning
Committee

- Library Board
- Zoning Board of Ad-

justments
Applicants must live

within the city limits or the
city’s ETJ or extraterrito-

City of Dayton
seeks residents
for citizen boards

rial jurisdiction.
An application and in-

formation about these and
other boards are available
online at daytontx.org/
boards.

Productive citizen com-
mittees can provide in-
sights and energy essential
for creating better commu-
nities. They help make im-
portant decisions, bring
expertise and resources
needed to address prob-
lems and provide a valu-
able link to public and
private groups and the
community.

For more information,
contact the City of Dayton
Planning Office at
936-258-2642 ext. 1123 or
by email at
planning@daytontx.org.

VOL. 25, NO. 27/28– 40¢ © Copyright 2020  MONT BELVIEU, TEXAS 77580THURSDAY, JULY 2 & JULY 9, 2020

Chambers County
Judge Jimmy Sylvia issued
Executive Order JS-7
mandating that all busi-
nesses require the wearing
of face masks beginning
Thursday, June 25, 2020.

“The number of con-
firmed positive cases of
COVID-19 is rising rapid-
ly and we just reported our
first deaths,” said Judge
Sylvia. “We all have to take
action to contain the
spread of this disease.”

According to Judge
Sylvia’s Order, all commer-
cial entities providing
goods or services directly
to the public must require
that all employees or visi-
tors wear face coverings
within areas where they
will be in close contact or
proximity to others.

“I understand that this
may be an unpopular deci-
sion,” said the Judge. “We
are doing everything we
can to keep businesses
open, though, and this is a
step that we have to take
to do that.”

All Chambers County
residents over the age of
10-years-old are required
to wear a face covering
over their mouth and nose
when in a business or
when working in close
proximity to others, except:

- When exercising out-
side or engaging in physi-
cal activity outside;

- While driving alone or
with passengers who are
part of the same household
as the driver;

BAYTOWN — (June 26,
2020) — Due to the current
rise in positive COVID-19
test results and hospital-
izations throughout the
Greater Houston Area, ef-
fective Friday, June 26,
Houston Methodist Bay-
town Hospital implements
a revised inpatient visita-
tion policy that no longer
permits visitors for admit-
ted hospitalized patients.

The policy is imple-
mented in order to ensure
the safety of patients and
caregivers. In effect at all
Houston Methodist facili-
ties, the policy allows for
compassionate exceptions
to be made for visitors over
the age of 18 in certain sit-
uations, including:

• Hospitalized materni-
ty, postpartum and NICU
patients: One healthy part-
ner/parent

• Disabled or impaired
patients: One healthy vis-
itor to escort and provide
wheelchair assistance

• Critical patients (un-
til stabilized): One healthy
visitor

• End-of-life patients:
Two healthy visitors at a
time, for one brief visit

• Discharged patients:
One healthy visitor for ed-
ucation at discharge

• Family conference,
temporary need for family
support (i.e.: following di-
agnosis): As requested by
physician

SURGICAL, PROCEDURAL
AND DIAGNOSTIC
PROCEDURE PATIENTS

Patients are allowed one
visitor 18 years or older
who may stay until visit-
ing hours end at 8 p.m. (on
the day of surgery). This is
a single visitor, not a rota-

Houston Methodist Baytown
Hospital implements
revised visitation policy

tion of visitors. This single
visitor is not permitted to
stay overnight or return
the next day.

DOCTOR APPOINTMENTS
Patients are limited to

one visitor 18 years or old-
er. However, they are en-
couraged to come to the
appointment alone. Visi-
tors will be subject to the
clinic’s screening and pro-
tection criteria.

There are no visitors al-
lowed in the emergency
room. Only an ER doctor
may permit an exception to
this policy. Patients who
have tested positive or are
under evaluation for COV-
ID-19 will not be permitted
visitors.

Patients are encouraged
to utilize electronic com-
munication, such as smart-
phone or video chat in
place of in-person visita-
tion whenever possible.
Patients or family mem-
bers should reach out to a
patient relations represen-
tative or their caregiver to
inquire about receiving an
exception to the policy.

As the number of local
COVID-19 cases increases,
Baytown area residents
are urged to wear masks
while in public spaces,
practice social distancing
and wash their hands thor-
oughly and frequently to
help prevent virus spread.

Houston Methodist Bay-
town Hospital is commit-
ted to providing its full
range of medical services
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Rest assured that
the safety, health and well-
being of all of our patients
is our top priority. We have
implemented the following

safety precautions:
•Screening all patients

and essential visitors
when entering our facili-
ties

•Requiring all patients,
visitors and employees to
wear a mask

•Implementing social
distancing in our waiting
rooms

•Minimizing waiting in
public spaces

•Elevating our cleaning
and housekeeping practic-
es

•Offering remote check-
in

VIRTUAL URGENT CARE
Virtual urgent care,

available through the
MyMethodist app, pro-
vides easy access to servic-
es, allowing patients the
opportunity to see a pro-
vider via video. With virtu-
al urgent care, a patient
can get help for minor ill-
nesses from the comfort of
their own home. In addi-
tion to virtual urgent care,
the MyMethodist app also
provides access to virtual
behavioral health and vir-
tual nutrition counseling.

The physicians, nurses
and staff of Houston Meth-
odist Baytown Hospital
put the safety of our pa-
tients and caregivers at
the center of everything we
do. We thank the residents
of Baytown and surround-
ing communities for their
understanding and cooper-
ation.

For the latest announce-
ments, visitation policies
and hospital entrance in-
formation, visit
houstonmethodist.org/
coronavirus/update-for-pa-
tients.

Letter to
Chambers
County Residents

Friends,
I have received a lot of comments,

criticism and overwhelmingly positive
responses regarding my decision to
implement Executive Order JS-7
mandating that all Chambers County
businesses require the wearing of
masks by both employees and clients.
I want you to know that our team
reads every single comment,
message and email and, though we
are not able to respond to each one, I
do consider your opinions and
wellbeing when making decisions.

I want to clarify that this decision
was made based on facts and sound
guidance from Public Health
Professionals, including Local Health
Authority W. Clay Brown, MD, and
other regional resources.

The number of confirmed positive
cases of COVID-19 has risen
exponentially over the past few
weeks. From March 16 – the date our
first case was diagnosed – to May 31,
Chambers County reported 68 cases.
In the past 25 days, we have nearly
doubled that number with 123 new
confirmed positive cases, for a total of
191 cases. In fact, there has been a
123 percent increase in the number of
active cases over the last 10 days
alone. We have also, sadly, reported
our first two COVID-19 related deaths.
An announcement that I hoped we
would never have to make.

Regional hospital Intensive Care
Units are nearing capacity. As of June
24, the Texas Medical Center
reported that ICU’s were 97 percent
full and that, based on normal
capacity counts, there were only 32
beds available.

I understand that not all ICU
patients are hospitalized because of
COVID-19. Instead, the concern is
that should a Chambers County
resident become ill – either with
COVID-19 related illness or any other
illness – climbing COVID-19 numbers
means that hospital bed space may
not be available for those who need
care, especially critical care bed
availability.

We must also all remember that
there are 7,169,252 people living in
the Houston region, all vying for care
at the same hospitals. Many other
counties are experiencing the same
surge in COVID-19 cases that we are,
which means that the available bed
space will dwindle rapidly if we do not
act.

Additionally, while Governor Greg
Abbott did mandate that individuals
cannot be fined for not wearing masks
(something we would never want to
do, regardless), he did state in an
interview with KWTX-Waco that “local
governments can require stores and
businesses to require masks.” He
continued, “they have always had the
opportunity and ability. Just like they
can require people to wear shoes and
shirts, these businesses can require
people to wear face masks.”

So, why all of the confusion
caused by the CDC changing their
position over wearing a mask? This
virus is novel – or “new” – and little
was known about transmission. Initial
guidance and policies were based on
emerging data and, as time passed
and more evidence became available,
the CDC changed their guidance and
recommendation to better align with
scientific studies.

Finally, increased case counts
across Texas has led other states –
including New York – to place
restrictions on travelers returning from
those states. So the tables have
turned. Whereas Texas once placed
restrictions on New Yorkers, they
have now restricted our travel to their
state.

Ultimately, I was elected to serve
Chambers County residents. The crux
of that mantle is that I sometimes
have to make decisions that are hard
and unpopular, but that protect the
greater good of all. I assure you that
this decision was made with much
research, conference with medical
professionals and thought. It was not
taken lightly and most certainly not
influenced by political motives.

Moving forward, I encourage all
Chambers County residents to do
their research regarding current
COVID-19 facts and trends. Please
remember that you do more harm
than good when sharing false or
inflammatory messages or from
sources that are not rooted in hard,
scientific data. Use discernment.

Thank you all for your support and
cooperation. As always, stay safe.

Jimmy Sylvia
Chambers County Judge

BAYTOWN — (June 30,
2019) — Houston Method-
ist Baytown Hospital rec-
ognized three nurses as
winners of the June 2020
DAISY Awards.

Julie Alvarado (2 East)
and Kaitlynn Hall (2
North) and Yuri Velasquez
(3 West) were recognized
as the DAISY Award win-
ners in June. The DAISY
Award is part of the DAI-
SY Foundation’s program
to recognize the “super-hu-
man” tasks nurses perform
every day. Community Re-
source Credit Union serves
as the sponsor of the DAI-
SY Award program at
Houston Methodist Bay-
town Hospital.

Alvarado was recog-
nized for having an "awe-
some bedside manner" and
for her outstanding listen-
ing skills by a patient, who
also applauded her "posi-
tive, uplifting and compas-
sionate" personality. Hall
received praise for her wel-
coming and accomodating
attitude and for helping a
patient dealing with a dif-
ficult recovery to "build my
confidence and self-es-
teem." She was also recog-
nized for helping the
patient stay calm and re-
laxed. Velasquez's nomi-
nating letter noted her
"caring and loving" man-
ner and the compassion
she provided for the fami-
ly of a loved one coping
with a serious illness. The
letter states, "She made
our day feel like we had a
ray of sunshine in our
room."

The not-for-profit DAI-
SY Foundation is based in
Glen Ellen, Calif., and was
established by family
members in memory of J.
Patrick Barnes, who died
in 1999 at the age of 33
from complications of Idio-
pathic Thrombocytopenic
Purpura (ITP), a little
known but not uncommon
auto-immune disease. The
care Barnes and his fami-
ly received from nurses
while he was ill inspired
this unique means of
thanking nurses for mak-
ing a profound difference
in the lives of their pa-
tients and patient families.
Each month, a nurse is se-
lected by a nursing com-
mittee to receive the
DAISY Award.

At a presentation in
front of the nurse’s col-
leagues, physicians, pa-
tients, and visitors, the
honorees receive a certifi-
cate commending them for
being an “Extraordinary

Judge Sylvia  issues order
requiring wearing of masks

- When doing so poses a
greater mental or physical
health, safety or security
risk;

- While pumping gas or
operating outdoor equip-
ment;

- While in a building or
activity that requires secu-
rity surveillance or screen-
ing (i.e. banks); or

- When consuming food
or drink.

Acceptable face cover-
ings include homemade
masks, scarfs, bandanas or
a handkerchief. It is
strongly recommended
that people do not obtain
or wear medical masks or
N-95 respirators, as they
are a needed resource for
healthcare providers and
first responders.

“Please remember: face
coverings are not a re-
placement for social dis-
tancing, frequent hand
washing and self-isolation
when sick,” continued
Judge Sylvia.

Residents should main-
tain the following habits
while in public:

- Washing hands before
you leave home and when
you return;

- Staying at least six feet

away from others;
- Avoiding touching nose

or face;
- Not using disposable

masks more than three
times; and

- Washing reusable cloth
masks regularly to prevent
the spread of the virus.

Chambers County Judge’s
Executive Order FAQ

1.When does this Exec-
utive Order go into effect?
a. The Judge’s Executive
Order becomes active at
12:01 a.m. on Thursday,
June 25, 2020 and remains
active until 11:59 p.m. on
June 30 unless extended,
modified or terminated
early by Chambers Coun-
ty Judge Jimmy Sylvia.

2.What entities have to
require masks? a. All com-
mercial entities in Cham-
bers County providing
goods or services directly
to the public must require
that all employees and vis-
itors to the business’ pre-
mises or other facilities
wear face coverings.

3.Where, exactly, must
businesses require face
masks to be worn? a. Face
covers must be worn on the
premises of all businesses
in areas which will neces-
sarily involve close contact
or proximity to coworkers

See Order to wear
masks, Page 6

Nurses recognized as
DAISY Award Winners

Nurse.” The certificate
reads: “In deep apprecia-
tion of all you do, who you
are, and the incredibly
meaningful difference you
make in the lives of so
many people.” The honor-
ees are also given a beau-
tiful sculpture called A
Healer’s Touch; hand-
carved by artists of the
Shona Tribe of Zimbabwe,
Africa.

One day while Barnes
was in the hospital, he
asked his family to bring
him a Cinnabon cinnamon
roll plus enough for all the
nurses in his unit. With the
help of Cinnabon’s parent

See Daisy Awards,
Page 6

Julie Alvarado

Kaitlynn Hall

Yuri Velasquez
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THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

✯

Social
Security
Matters

by AMAC Certified Social Security Advisor Russell Gloor
Association of Mature American Citizens

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg
Abbott ordered the state to
slow down the reopening
process for bars and other
venues as coronavirus-re-
lated infections, hospital-
izations and deaths
continued to increase in
Texas last week.

“As I said from the start,
if the positivity rate rose
above 10%, the State of
Texas would take further
action to mitigate the
spread of COVID-19,” Ab-
bott said. “At this time, it
is clear that the rise in cas-
es is largely driven by cer-
tain types of activities,
including Texans congre-
gating in bars."

Abbott ordered bars and
other state-licensed estab-
lishments that receive
more than 51% of their
gross receipts from the sale
of alcoholic beverages to
close at noon on June 26,
but allowed them to con-
tinue offering delivery and
take-out services until fur-
ther notice.

The governor allowed
restaurants, beginning
June 29, to remain open for
dine-in service, but at a
capacity not to exceed 50%
of total listed indoor occu-
pancy.

Also notably, the gover-
nor ordered rafting and
tubing businesses to close
and that outdoor gather-
ings of 100 or more people
obtain the approval of lo-
cal governments before the
event.

While stopping short of
issuing a statewide order
for Texans to wear nose-
a n d - m o u t h - c o v e r i n g
masks in public, Abbott did
say every Texan “has a re-
sponsibility to themselves
and their loved ones to
wear a mask, wash their
hands, stay six feet apart
from others in public and
stay home if they can.”

Meanwhile, after news
that the Trump adminis-
tration planned to cut
funding for COVID-19
testing stations in Texas
and other states, Abbott
announced that the feder-
al government had grant-
ed his request to extend
operations of community-
based testing sites across

“The
World of
Birds”

The raven nest was the big
news this spring.

Our neighbor, Joe, who
belongs to every social
organization in town, found
himself with very little to do. So,
every afternoon, Joe parked
himself in his Adirondack chair
and watched the ravens—
frequently with a cocktail.

This pair of ravens got a late
start, I thought. There was
another pair I passed on my
walk every day. They did some
quick renovations on an existing
nest and got right down to
business. But this pair in our
backyard seemed (like so many
young couples) to realize a little
late that they were going to
need a home for their babies.

“Oh my gosh! We better get
building a nest!” they frantically
began collecting sticks to build
the giant structure about sixty
feet in the air, in the crown of
the neighboring pine tree. Then,
one day not too long later, we
could hear the unmistakable
sound of baby ravens demand-
ing food.

From then on, it was a
nonstop show, with parents
madly flying back and forth
trying to keep their demanding
brood fed. That is when Joe
began his permanent residency
in the blue Adirondack chair.
Both my husband, Peter, and
Joe are retired and the raven
nest is between our houses.
Comparing raven notes became
the new thing that replaced all
the other things Joe and Peter
used to do.

It was last Saturday night
that everything went wrong.

Peter woke up around
midnight to the sound of ravens
screaming.

“What’s going on out there?”
Peter asked. After a terrific lot of
noise, the commotion died
down. But then, just before
sunrise, it started up again and
this time it even woke me. It
sounded like there was a war
happening in the backyard.

The next morning, the nest
was vacant.

“What happened?” Peter
wondered. Nothing good for the
ravens, that was for sure.

There were no more baby
ravens screaming for food, no
more parents flying back and
forth, no more pairs of ravens
flying at sunset. The sky was
empty—except for humming-
birds, but they don’t really
count.

Peter wrote to a friend who
used to be an animal control
officer in town. He said it could
have been a hawk or an eagle
or an owl. He said ravens were
ferocious fighters and they
might have moved the chicks to
another location.

But I talked to our neighbor
down the street who knows all
about the world of birds. “Great
horned owl,” he said and he
sounded like he knew what he
was talking about.

“There are two pair in the
neighborhood. Ravens are very
vulnerable in the nest. A great
horned owl can kill a skunk with
no problem. The middle of the
night is when they do their
work.” He did not think the little
ravens had survived the night.

“There’s a whole world of
things going on with birds that I
never guessed,” I told him. “And
it’s violent!” My neighbor
agreed.

I brought the news home to
Peter. He nodded. He didn’t
really think the raven chicks
made it either. Peter calls it the
“Saturday night massacre” and
he still watches the nest in the
evenings. No one is there.

I lay in bed last night with the
window open. The wind was
strong and I could hear it
blowing through the pine trees. I
thought about all the things
happening right in my backyard
that I would never know about. I
thought about all the dangers I
never considered—just
because they were not a danger
to me.

Till next time,
Carrie
Carrie Classon’s memoir is

called, “Blue Yarn.” Learn more
at CarrieClasson.com.

Texas. The expansion is
aimed particularly at Dal-
las and Houston, where
the spread of the deadly,
influenza-like disease
surged in recent days.

In related news, Abbott
issued an executive order
on June 25 prohibiting
elective surgeries at hospi-
tals in Bexar, Dallas, Har-
ris and Travis counties.
The order, intended to
make more hospital beds
available to potential in-
fluxes of COVID-19 pa-
tients, directs all hospitals
in those counties to post-
pone surgeries and proce-
dures that are not
immediately, medically
necessary.

Cumulative figures
posted June 28 by the Tex-
as Department of State
Health Services showed
some 148,728 COVID-19
cases reported and 2,393
confirmed deaths resulting
from the disease in the
Lone Star State.

Meeting methods
contrast

Plans are in place for
the Republican Party of
Texas to hold its conven-
tion July 16-18 at the
George R. Brown Conven-
tion Center in Houston.
Some 6,000 delegates are
expected to attend in per-
son.

Conversely, from June
1-6 the Texas Democratic
Party held its convention
in fully online mode to
minimize health risks re-
lated to the coronavirus
pandemic.

Study: Impact of
military

A study conducted by
the comptroller’s office es-
timates that military in-
stallations in Texas
contributed at least $123
billion to the state econo-
my in 2019 and supported
more than 630,000 direct
and indirect jobs.

In a June 22 joint news
release with the governor’s
office, Comptroller Glenn
Hegar said the military's
impact on the state econo-
my "can be felt by every
Texan."

Gov. Abbott said, "Now
more than ever, these jobs
add critical stability for
communities focused on
economic recovery follow-
ing the COVID-19 pan-
demic.”

Military installations
listed in the news release
include:

Dyess Air Force Base,
Abilene; U.S. Army Fu-
tures Command, Austin;
Corpus Christi Army De-
pot; Corpus Christi Naval
Air Station; Laughlin Air
Force Base, Del Rio; Fort
Bliss, El Paso; Naval Air
Station Fort Worth Joint
Reserve Base; and Elling-
ton Field, Houston.

Also, Fort Hood, Killeen;
Naval Air Station Kings-
ville; Goodfellow Air Force
Base, San Angelo; Joint
Base San Antonio-Fort
Sam Houston-Lackland
Air Force Base-Randolph
Air Force Base; Red River
Army Depot, Texarkana;
and Sheppard Air Force
Base, Wichita Falls.

Paxton cheers
SCOTUS

A request by the Texas
Democratic party and oth-
er plaintiffs to have a San
Antonio U.S. district court
ruling reinstated that
would allow all registered
voters to vote by mail in-
stead of in person was de-
nied June 26 by U.S.
Supreme Court Justice
Samuel Alito.

The action leaves in
place an order issued by
the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Fifth Circuit, block-
ing the lower court ruling.
“Universal mail-in ballots,
which are notoriously vul-
nerable to fraud, would
only lead to greater elec-
tion fraud and disenfran-
chise lawful voters,”
Paxton said.

Texas Democratic Party
Chair Gilberto Hinojosa
said, however: “The case
proceeds on in other filings
before the U.S. Supreme
Court and the Fifth Cir-
cuit, and therefore hope
remains that the federal
courts will restore equal
voting rights in time for
the November elections.”

Governor’s order restricts
alcohol-serving establishments

Dear Rusty: How do I
find out if I get any extra
earnings for my military
service of 28 years (Navy,
1982-2011), when I begin
collecting my full Social
Security retirement
benefit next year (in July
2021)? Signed: Retired
Veteran

Dear Retired Veter-
an: First, as a fellow
veteran, I want to thank
you for your 28 years of
military service, but I
need to clarify what those
“special extra earnings”
are. That’s not an addi-
tional amount which will
be added to your monthly
Social Security benefit as
a bonus for serving.
Rather it is an additional
dollar amount which has
already been added to
your earnings record for
the years you served in
the military.

Those receiving active
duty military pay have
contributed to Social
Security since 1957, and
that record of your
military pay is already on
file with Social Security.
But a long time ago
Congress decided to
bump up the recorded
earnings of those with
earlier military service to
make it easier for them to
qualify for Social Securi-
ty, and to possibly provide
a slightly higher benefit
when the earnings from
those years in the
military are included in
the computation of SS
benefits.

To compute your
benefit, Social Security
uses the 35 highest
earning years from your
lifetime earnings record
(adjusted for inflation).
So, if your earnings
during the years you
were in the military are
among the 35 years used
to calculate your SS
benefit, those military
earnings were supple-
mented with an addition-
al amount to make them
up to $1200 per year
higher than you were
actually paid. And that
higher earnings amount
possibly means a higher
Social Security benefit
because it could make
your lifetime Average
Indexed Monthly Earn-
ings (AIME) higher (a
higher AIME translates
to a higher benefit
amount).

In your case, an extra
$100 for every $300 in
your actual military pay
should have been added

Ask Rusty – About
Special Extra Earnings
for Military Service

to your earnings record
for each year you served
between 1982 and 2001
(maximum of $1200 for
each year).

For service years after
2001, no additional
“special credits” are
awarded. To verify this,
you may wish to obtain a
copy of your lifetime
Earnings Statement from
Social Security and verify
that your recorded
earnings for 1982 – 2001
are $1200 more than you
were actually paid while
serving. And if not, you
should supply a copy of
your DD-214 when
applying for your Social
Security benefits. You can
obtain a copy of your
lifetime Earnings State-
ment online if you have a
personal “my Social
Security” account at
www.ssa.gov/myaccount;
otherwise you’ll need to
request a copy directly
from Social Security.

For general informa-
tion applicable to those
who served prior to 1978,
computation of their
“special extra earnings”
were computed a little
differently. For those
veterans, the maximum
annual “special extra
earnings” supplement
was still $1,200, but the
method for computing
their extra earnings was
to give an extra $300 for
each calendar quarter of
active duty military
service. But in any case,
the special extra earnings
are an addition to your
military pay record on file
with Social Security, not
an additional dollar
amount added to your
Social Security benefit.

This article is intended
for information purposes
only and does not repre-
sent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the AMAC
Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by
the National Social
Security Association
(NSSA). NSSA and the
AMAC Foundation and
its staff are not affiliated
with or endorsed by the
Social Security Adminis-
tration or any other
governmental entity. To
submit a question, visit
our website
(amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-
advisory) or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.
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The Journey of a thousand
miles begins with one step

-LaoTzu

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

What we suffer now
is nothing compared

to the glory He will
reveal to us later

ROMANS 8:18

Siding &
Roof Repairs

Mobile Home Skirting
Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

✯     L I F E S T Y L E    P A G E    ✯

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

I can do all things
through Christ who

strengthens me.

PHILIPPIANS 4:13

Select Services:
Personal Care
Social Outlings
Respite Care
24 hr. Care

In-Hospital Sitting
Post-Surgical
    Assistance
Pet & Plant Care
Light Housework
Meal Preparation
Transportation

MONICA NELSON
COMMUNITY LIASON

346-216-8872
mnelson@sigselect.com
606 Rollingbrook Dr. #2G

Baytown, TX 77521
832-695-2328

There is no fear in love. But
perfect love drives out fear,
because fear has to do with
punishment. The one who fears is
not made perfect in love.

 -- 1 JOHN 4:18

For the Spirit God gave us does not
make us timid, but gives us power,
love and self-discipline.

--2 Timothy 1:7

CHURCH LISTINGS
Crosby, Highlands, Huffman,
Baytown

ANGLICAN CHURCH
• Church of the Resurrection,
meeting at Crosby Brethren
Church, 5202 1st Street, Cros-
by. 832-661-9693.
APOSTOLIC CHURCH
• First Apostolic Church of High-
lands, 1211 S. Main St. High-
lands. 281-426-4133
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
• Crosby Gospel Assembly, 633
Kenning Rd., Crosby, 281-328-
2516
• First Assembly of God, 406 N.
Magnolia St., Highlands, 281-
426-3170
• Gospel Lighthouse, 8218
John Martin Rd., Baytown, 281-
421-1168
BAPTIST
• Calvary Baptist, 2217 Huff-
man Eastgate Rd., Huffman,
281-324-3409
• Highlands Baptist, 111 E. Ca-
nal Rd., Highlands, 281-426-
2470
• Northeast Freeway Baptist,
1635 Runneberg Rd., Crosby,
281-328-2723
• Unity Baptist, 2625 Broad Dr.,
Highlands, 281-426-4223
• Iglesia Bautista Comunidad,
5323 Highway 90, Crosby, 281-
421-9810. “Venid y te Harem-
os Bien”
BAPTIST-Missionary
• Antioch Missionary Baptist,
2500 Harris St., Highlands,
281-426-6565.
•  First Missionary Baptist
Church, 301 Cypress Avenue,
Crosby, 281-462-7634.
• Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist,
315 Nod, Crosby, 281-328-
4650
• True Vine Missionary Baptist,
404 Oak Ave., Crosby, 281-
328-7637
• Shiloh Missionary Baptist
Church,  12418 Crosby Rd.,
Crosby, 281-328-1851
BAPTIST-Southern
• First Baptist- Crosby, 615
Runneberg Rd.,Crosby, 281-
328-2564
• First Baptist- Highlands, N.
Magnolia at Wallisville, High-
lands, 281-426-4551
• First Baptist- Huffman, 25503
FM 2100, Huffman, 281-324-
1888
• Northside Baptist, 317 Bar-
bers Hil l Rd., Highlands,
nsbchighlands.org
• Second Baptist, 400 E. Wall-
isville Rd., Highlands, 281-426-
5557
• Crosby New Hope Baptist
Church, 18319 FM 2100, Cros-
by, 281-328-6086
BRETHREN
• Crosby Brethren, 5202 1st St.,
Crosby, 281-328-2442
CATHOLIC
• Holy Family, 7122 Whiting
Rock, Baytown, 281-426-8448
• Sacred Heart, 915 Runneberg
Rd., Crosby, 281-328-4871

• St. Martin De Porres, 12606
FM 2100, Crosby, 281-328-
4451
• St. Jude Thaddeus, 800 S.
Main St. , Highlands, 281-843-
2422
• St. Phillip the Apostle, 2308
3rd St.,Huffman, 281-324-1478
CHURCH OF CHRIST
• Crosby Church of Christ, 3737
Hwy 90, Crosby, 281-328-3496
• Highlands Church of Christ,
214 Clear Lake Rd., Highlands,
281-426-2742
• Barrett Station Church of
Christ, 281-328-7882
CHURCH OF GOD
• First Pentecostal Church of
God, 1328 Old Atascocita, Huff-
man, 281-324-1518
• Harvest Time Church of God,
495 S. Diamondhead Blvd.,
Crosby, 281-462-8060
CHURCH OF GOD
IN CHRIST
•�Mt. Rose Church of God in
Christ, 13000 FM 2100, Cros-
by, 281-328-1314
EPISCOPAL
• Church of the Resurrection,
5202 Churhc St., Crosby.
INDEPENDENT
• Crosby Church, 5725 Hwy 90,
Crosby and 30673 Huffman
Cleveland Rd., Huffman, 281-
328-1310
• Huffman Church, 1707 Huff-
man Eastgate Rd., Huffman,
281-324-3705
• New Covenant of Faith, 12217
Holly Rd., Crosby, 281-328-
1315
• Restoration House, 1609
Jones Rd., Highlands, 281-843-
4000
• Son Harvest, 2027 FM 1942,
Crosby, 281-543-2860.
LUTHERAN
• Our Shepherd, 19704 FM
2100, Huffman, 281-324-2422
METHODIST
• Crosby United Methodist,
1334 Runneberg Rd., Crosby,
281-328-2616
• Highlands United Methodist,
107 W. Houston St., Highands,
281-426-3614
• Lake Houston United Method-
ist, 23606 FM 2100, Huffman,
281-324-1541

NON DENOMINATION
• Lifepoint Church, 9235 North
Highway 146, Baytown, Tx.
77523.  �281-576-5452.

UNITED PENTECOSTAL
CHURCH
• Pentecostals of Crosby502
Pine at Hwy 90 Crosby, TX
�77532(281) 328-5054. Sunday
10 AM. Wednesday 7 PM. Pas-
tor Kerry D. Lee

Channelview, Jacinto City,
Galena Park, Houston

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
•Galena Park Assembly of
God, 1211 2nd. St., Galena
Park, TX. 713-455-0836.

BAPTIST
•Uvalde Baptist Church, 901
Uvalde, Houston, TX 77015.
713-453-2235
•New Life Baptist Church of
East Houston, 18570 Van
Road, Houston, 77049. 281-
456-0082
•Second Baptist Church, 1913
18th. St., Galena Park, TX. 713-
672-9232.
•Second Baptist Church, 10501
Muscatine, Jacinto City, TX.
713-674-8463.
•St. Matthew Baptist Church,
119 Fidelity, Houston, TX. 713-
674-0062.
•First Baptist Church, 1505 1st.
St., Galena Park, TX. 713-455-
1261.
•Macedonia Baptist Church,
1230 Maxnie Street, Houston,
TX. 77049. 713-674-6607.
BAPTIST-Southern
•Dell Dale Avenue Baptist
Church, 402 Dell Dale Avenue,
Channelview, TX. 281-452-
3704.
•South Drive Baptist Church,
15229 South Drive, Channel-
view, TX. 77530. 281-452-
4500.
•First Baptist Church of Jacinto
City, 10701 Wiggins, Jacinto
City, TX 77029. 713-672-2802.
•Beaumont Place Baptist
Church, 13101 Ivydale Street,
Houtson, TX. 77049.
•First Baptist Church of Gale-
na Park, 206 Woofle St., 77547.
713-455-1261.
CATHOLIC
•St. Andrew Roman Catholic
Church, 827 Sheldon Rd.,
Channelview, TX. 281-452-
9865.
•Our Lady of Fatima, 1705 8th
St., Galena Park, TX. 713-675-
0981.
CHURCH OF CHRIST
•Church of Christ, 15821 2nd
St., Channelview, TX. 713-826-
2884.
•Channelview Church of Christ,
1301 Sheldon Rd., Channel-
view, Tx. 281-452-7129.
•Galena Park Church of Christ,
301 Holland Ave, Galena Park,
TX. 713-455-0826.
EPISCOPAL
•St. Timothy’s Episcopal
Church, 13125 Indianapolis St.,
Houston, 713-451-2909.
HOLINESS
•Bible Missionary Church,
10246 Fairfax St., Jacinto City.
713-671-3500.
METHODIST
•Old River Terrace United Meth-
odist Church, 16102 East Free-
way, Channelview, TX.
281-452-2861.
•Jacinto City United Methodist,
10730 Wiggins, Houston, TX.
713-673-7132.
•Holy Trinity United Methodist,
13207 Orleans St., Houston,
Tx. 713-453-7203.

For corrections or new listings,
call 713-266-3444

BIBLE TRIVIA
By Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of
Exodus in the Old or
New Testament or
neither?

2. From Esther 7,
who met his death on
gallows that he built
for another man?

Herod, Haman, Jehu,
Ezekiel

3. In Matthew 14,
who tried to walk on
water but began to
sink? Thomas, Paul,
Peter, John

4. Which of these
cities was destroyed by
fire and brimstone?
Jericho, Haran, Pa-
phos, Sodom

5. What charioteer
rode to Jezreel to find
King Joram? Jehu,
Omri, Naboth, Jethro

6. Where did Hagar
meet an angel? Prison,
River, Wilderness
spring, Temple door

ANSWERS: 1) Old;
2) Haman; 3) Peter; 4)
Sodom; 5) Jehu; 6)
Wilderness spring

www.starcouriernews.com
www.northchannelstar.com

(StatePoint) Keeping
your home cool and com-
fortable on hot summer
days doesn’t need to cost a
fortune. These tips can en-
sure your heating and cool-
ing equipment lasts a long
time and operates at max-
imum efficiency:

• Clean and change fil-
ters: Dirty air filters can
cause a system to suffer
from pressure drop, which
can lead to reduced air flow
or “blow-out,” which can
result in no air infiltration
at all. When this occurs,
your HVAC equipment is
working harder, which
means increased energy
bills and ultimately, more
wear and tear. To avoid
costly repairs and replace-
ments and enjoy lower util-
ity bills, clean your air
filters monthly.

As far as replacing air
filters is concerned, one
general guideline to follow
is to change them every
three months. However,
the truth is that optimal
frequency for this mainte-
nance task depends on a
variety of factors, including
the type of filter in your
HVAC unit, the size of your
home, if anyone in your
family has allergies and
whether or not you have
pets. No matter how often

Tips to spend less money on cooling
your home this summer

you change air filters, be
sure they are properly-
sized for your system.

The importance of
cleaning and replacing air
filters can’t be overstated.
Dirty air filters won’t just
cost you more money, they
can compromise your
home’s indoor air quality
and aggravate allergies
and respiratory issues.

• Get annual service:
Your HVAC or furnace
technician should service
your unit annually in order
to check that all its vari-
ous components are in
working order. A service
check may actually detect
a problem before you no-
tice it, and catching it in
time could extend your
unit’s life. Be sure to sched-
ule this service before it’s
an emergency (i.e. don’t
wait until it’s the hottest
day of the year and your
unit is in disrepair.)

• Replace older units:
Consider whether it’s time
to replace your unit, factor-
ing in its age and regulari-
ty of service. Newer units,
especially those with EN-
ERGY STAR labels, oper-
ate more efficiently.
Indeed, a properly sized
and installed ENERGY
STAR air conditioner uses
up to 20 percent less elec-

tricity than older models.
So, even if your heating or
cooling system is properly
maintained, you may be
spending more money than
is necessary each month.

• Do it right: For ulti-
mate savings, it’s best to
ensure your HVACR
equipment is installed and
serviced properly. The best
way to ensure fast, effi-
cient service done right the
first time is by hiring a
technician certified by
North American Techni-
cian Excellence (NATE) for
all installations, repairs
and maintenance. NATE-
certified technicians have
demonstrated their knowl-
edge of today’s increasing-
ly sophisticated heating
and cooling systems by
passing a nationally recog-
nized test developed and
supported by all segments
of the heating, ventilation
and air-conditioning in-
dustry. To find a NATE-cer-
tified technician in your
area, visit Natex.org.

If reducing cooling costs,
increasing home comfort
and helping protect the
environment are all impor-
tant to you, there’s good
news, with proper HVACR
installation and mainte-
nance, these don’t need to
be competing priorities.
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Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save pTime & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

= Major credit cards accepted =

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

• Mobile Home Skirting

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTOR

✯

CENTRAL AUTO
INSPECTIONS

FULL SERVICE VEHICLE INSPECTIONS

713-702-3200
JOHNNY GAEKE 911 S. MAIN
OWNER-INSPECTOR HIGHLANDS, TX 77562

✯      A S K    T H E    EX P E R T    ✯

(NAPSI)—Cleaner air
can improve public health,
maybe even save lives. For-
tunately, renewable energy
resources—wind, sun, hy-
dropower and the like—
are now producing more
electricity than coal. That’s
where innovative energy
storage solutions come in.
They help create a cleaner
world, encouraging invest-
ment into clean, green, re-
newable energy. To help,
engineers and policymak-
ers are increasingly turn-
ing their attention to
energy storage solutions.
New bi-partisan efforts in
states such as New York
and the Trump adminis-
tration are in alignment to
support new energy stor-
age technologies that dras-
tically improve the
economics of wind and so-
lar projects.

The global rise in elec-
tricity generation from re-
newable sources has led to
increased demand for ad-
vanced batteries that can
be used to firm up this in-
termittent supply. This re-
quirement is particularly
important in areas where
grid connections may be
tenuous, unreliable or even
non-existent. Additional
demand for advanced bat-

teries is presented by grid
applications such as peak-
shifting and Transmission
and Distribution (T&D)
capital deferral.

Energy storage systems
provide many ways to
manage the power supply
for a more resilient energy
infrastructure, and bring
cost savings to utilities and
consumers. Batteries allow
the use of electricity when-
ever it’s needed, not only
when it’s generated. How-
ever, traditional battery
economics and perfor-
mance have not proved
helpful as utilities look to
increase renewable pene-
tration through long-dura-
tion energy storage.
The Problem

One of the challenges to
growing a North American
energy storage industry,
however, has been a depen-
dency on a supply chain of
hardware components,
metals and chemicals,
many of which come from
outside North America. As
well, metals such as lithi-
um and vanadium used in
some batteries are impact-
ed by price volatility and
security of supply.
An Answer

Those same risks do not
apply to zinc-air batteries.

Zinc is abundant and inex-
pensive, with a significant
North American supply. Its
chemistry is robust and
safe. A zinc-air battery has
decoupled energy and pow-
er, making it one of the
lowest-cost long-duration
battery storage solutions
available.

A safer, cleaner future
requires less polluted air
which means replacement
of carbon-based power gen-
eration with renewable,
sustainable sources of elec-
tricity. Long-duration, low-
cost energy storage
systems such as zinc-air
will be a key driver to a
quicker path towards a
greener future. A “bet” on
energy storage is a wager
that will deliver a cleaner
planet that will thrive for
current and future gener-
ations, suggests Ron Mac-
Donald, president and
CEO of Zinc8 Energy So-
lutions, the leader in zinc-
air battery technology, a
unique flow battery tech-
nology using zinc and air
as fuel.
Learn more

You can find further
facts and stats on energy
storage at
www.zinc8energy.com.

New Energy Storage
Technologies to Support
Renewables Post COVID-19

By Susan Himes

Mosquitoes carry a host
of diseases and viruses
that can be dangerous to
people, pets and livestock.

Mosquito basics
Male mosquitos feed

only on nectar, unlike their
blood-sucking counter-
parts. Females also feed on
nectar but need blood for
egg production.

There are species of
mosquitoes that feed dur-
ing the day and species
that feed at night. That
may be why it seems like
there are so many mosqui-
toes out at dawn and dusk
– during these periods, the
day and night feeders may
overlap.

Mosquitoes are cold-
blooded and can’t regulate
their body temperature.
That’s why on warmer
days, they seek shade and
why they typically aren’t
around when the ther-
mometer dips below the
mid-50s.

The species of mosquito
that carries West Nile vi-
rus typically lives in more
urban areas, so people in
cities are more likely to
contract West Nile virus
and need to be aware.

Mosquitoes hibernate in
the winter. Some mosqui-
toes spend their winter as
eggs that then hatch when
the weather warms up,
while others hibernate as
adults or larvae. Areas
with a hot and humid trop-
ical climate can experience
mosquitoes year-round.

Mosquitoes and dis-
ease

Mosquitoes can trans-
mit viruses such as Zika,
West Nile, malaria, dengue
and more to humans.

In 2012, Texas experi-
enced its largest outbreak
of West Nile virus in histo-
ry with over 1,800 con-
firmed cases.

AgriLife Extension experts:
Time to say ‘no’ to mosquitoes

Most of these victims
reported they were bitten
at home.  So, it’s important
that Texans be aware at all
times and use repellant
when necessary.

Dengue is the other
most important mosquito-
related disease Texans
need to be aware of.  While
it is primarily seen in
South Texas, the Lower Rio
Grande Valley and areas
bordering Mexico, someone
that contracts it could
travel anywhere.

We also need to remem-
ber that Zika is still out
there. That is something
that pregnant women in
particular need to be
aware of.

Mosquito protection
When you are outdoors

in any area where there
could be mosquitoes, it is
wise to wear long sleeves
and long pants. The tight-
er the weave of the fabric,
the better protection it will
offer from bites.

When it comes to topi-
cal protection, proven ef-
fective mosquito repellents
will have at least one of
these ingredients: DEET,
IR3535, Picaridin or oil of
lemon eucalyptus, which

 The Asian tiger mosquito,
one of 85 species found
in Texas. (Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service photo by Dr.
Mike Merchant)

Ken Jones; and Precinct 5
Randy Newman vs. Mark
Alan Harrison.

On the Republican run-
off ticket, US Representa-
tive race in District 18 has
Robert Cadena vs. Wen-
dell Champion; and in a
much watched race, Dis-
trict 22 has Troy Nehls vs.
Kathaleen Wall.

For Sheriff on the Re-
publican ticket, Paul Day
is running against Joe
Day. Justice of the Peace,
Precinct 5 has Russ Ridg-
way vs. Mike Wolfe.

Early voting will start
June 29 through July 2,
from 7am to 7pm.

On July 5, polls are
open 10am to 7pm. On
July 6 through July 9,
polls are open 7am to
7pm. On July 10 polls are
open 7am to 10pm.

On Election Day, July
14, polls will be open from
7am to 7pm.

A reminder that this
year you may vote at any
location, not just the one
in your area.

If you voted in a partic-
ular party in May, Demo-
cratic or Republican, you
must vote in the same
party in the run-off. If you
did not vote in May, you
may choose either party to
vote.

Early
Voting,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

may also be listed as para-
menthane-3, 8-diol.

Mosquito prevention
The first step in mosqui-

to prevention involves
finding and eliminating
mosquito breeding
grounds. Mosquitoes lay
their eggs in or near stand-
ing water, so any stagnant
water is a potential prob-
lem. Any place around the
home or property where
water can collect and sit for
seven to 10 days is a prob-
lem to address.

Check property for
standing water in clogged
rain gutters, birdbaths, old
tires, children’s play equip-
ment, potted plant trays,
tarps, holes in trees, bowls
and buckets — literally
anything that can hold
standing water. Make sure
to regularly change the
water in any pet bowls out-
side.

Dump or drain stagnant
water and turn over or cov-
er items that catch and
hold water. Gravel or sand
can be used to fill places
where stagnant water col-
lects.

Mosquito eradication
If a mosquito problem

needs wider control, it may
be necessary to call a pest
control company that spe-
cializes in mosquito man-
agement. For some
do-it-yourself options,
AgriLife Extension experts
suggest:

– Treating standing wa-
ter with insecticide/larvi-
cide.

–Applying residual
sprays on yard surfaces.

– Using mosquito fog-
gers in the yard.

If opting for a chemical
solution, always read the
label first and carefully
check to determine if it is
harmful for human, ani-
mals, plants or beneficial
insects. or the public.

4.Who all has to wear a
mask? a. All people 10
years or older shall wear a
face covering over their
mouth and nose, except: i.
When exercising or engag-
ing in physical activity out-
side; ii. When driving alone
or with passengers who are
part of the same household
as the driver; iii. When do-
ing so poses a greater men-
tal or physical health,
safety or security risk; iv.
While pumping gas or op-
erating outdoor equip-
ment; v. While in a building
or activity that requires
security surveillance or
screening (i.e. banks); or vi.
When consuming food and
drink.

5.Masks are not re-
quired while consuming
food and drink, does this
mean that restaurants
don’t have to require
masks? a. Per Judge
Sylvia’s Executive Order,
all restaurants in Cham-
bers County must require
their employees to wear
masks when working in
areas where they are in
close proximity to cowork-
ers or members of the pub-
lic. b. Clients should wear
masks while waiting to be
seated and in all common
areas of the restaurant,

Order to Wear
Masks,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 - PRESS

such as bathrooms. Clients
do not, however, have to
wear masks while seated
at their tables.

6.What type of face cov-
erings are acceptable? a.
Homemade masks, scarfs,
bandanas or handker-
chiefs are all acceptable
face coverings.

7.Should I wear a medi-
cal mask or N-95 respira-
tor? a. It is strongly
recommended that people
not obtain or wear medical
masks or N-95 respirators
as they are a needed re-
source for healthcare pro-
viders and first
responders.

8.What is the penalty
for businesses who do not
require employees and
members of the public to
wear masks? a. Business-
es who fail to comply with
the Judge’s Order could
face a fine of up to $1,000.

9.Do organizations like
churches have to require
masks? a. No, those enti-
ties who do not provide
goods or services are not
required to wear masks.
They are, however, subject
to the Governor’s Guide-
lines to Reopen Texas.
(Guidelines available at
gov.texas.gov/opentexas)

company, FOCUS Brands,
the DAISY Foundation
carries on this tradition by
serving Cinnabons to all
the nurses in the award re-
cipient’s unit in thanks for
everything they do for
their patients and families.

Bonnie Barnes, presi-
dent and co-founder of the
DAISY Foundation, stated,
“When Patrick was criti-
cally ill, our family experi-
enced first-hand the

Daisy Awards,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 - PRESS

remarkable skill and care
nurses provide acutely ill
patients every day and
night. Yet these unsung he-
roes are seldom recognized
for the super-human work
they do. The kind of work
the nurses at Houston
Methodist Baytown Hospi-
tal are called on to do ev-
ery day epitomizes the
purpose of the DAISY
Award.”

Houston Methodist Bay-
town Hospital is proud to
be among the hospitals
participating in the DAISY
Award program. Nurses
are heroes every day, and
given the current national
nursing shortage, the Dai-
sy Award plays an impor-
tant role in letting our
nurses know their work is
highly valued.
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Your AD will reach up to 120,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 40,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

CEMETERY
PLOTS

9 PLOTS
available @ Sterling
White Cemetery
Prime Location.
$1,000 each +
transfer. Call
281-380-6735.

            26-2

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
City or Jacinto City

The City of Jacinto City plans to apply for Community Development Block Grant - Mitigation
(CDBG-MIT) funding from the Texas General Land Office (GLO) and is soliciting proposals
to provide administration and/or planning services for CDBG-MIT contract(s), if awarded.
Please submit 5 copies of your proposal of services and a statement of qualifications for the
proposed services to the address below: Attn: City Secretary, Joyce Raines, City of Jacinto
City, 1301 Mercury Drive, Houston, TX 77029.  Proposals must be received by the City no
later than 5:00 pm on July 23, 2020. to be considered. The City reserves the right to negotiate
with any and all individuals or firms that submit proposals and may award one or more
contracts to one or more service provider(s). Section 3 Residents and Business Concerns,
Minority Business Enterprises, Small Business Enterprises and Women Business Enterprises,
and Labor Surplus Area firms are encouraged to submit proposals. The City of Jacinto City is
an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. Servicios de traducción están disponibles
por peticion.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

HELP WANTED

ELECTRICIAN
LOOKING FOR
A P P R E N T I C E
E L E C T R I C I A N
SEEKING CAREER.
CONTACT ACE
ELECTRIC AT (281)
328-1066.

27-2

A/C & APPLIANCE
REPAIR

All Major Brands. In-
Home Service, 20
yrs. experience.
Reparo
electrodomesticos,
todo tipo de
modelos. Call Mario,
713-291-8286.

               1-tfn

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

INTERN AT A NEWSPAPER
Part Time Position available for
person interested in learning all

phases of the news business. Will
experience writing, interviewing,

sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Send

letter of interest to
nenewsroom@aol.com

SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain l ink, wood
ornamental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

PART
SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

SERVICES

PRINTING &
MAILING
Full Service
Marketing Services.
713-977-2555

               tfn

SERVICES
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Judge Lina Hidalgo self-quarantining
after potential COVID-19 exposure

✯      C O M M U N I T Y    N E W S   ✯

• The pre-design in-
vestigations have re-
fined the volume of
waste to be removed in
the north and south im-
poundment;

• Waste in some areas
of the northern im-
poundment are deeper
than presented in the
Record of Decision;

• Excavation of waste
will occur during peri-
ods of the year that are
not prone to flooding
and hurricanes

• The waste will be
excavated in cells. The
size and number of cells
will be based on the vol-
ume of waste that can
be removed during pe-
riods of the year that
are not subject to flood-
ing or hurricanes.

5. Is there a new time-
line or schedule for reme-
diation, due to the fact that
the material in the pits
may be deeper than origi-
nally expected? Jackie
Young said that the toxic
waste may go down as far
as 25'.

The remedial design
documents have been
submitted by the due
dates outlined in the
remedial design legal
order.

Concurrent with the
remedial design work,
EPA along with the De-
partment of Justice are
working on a settle-
ment agreement with
the responsible parties.
This settlement agree-
ment will detail how the
final remedial design
packages will be imple-
mented.

Cleanup of the north-
ern impoundment will
take longer than pre-
sented in the Record of

Decision. The cleanup
will take longer because
the volume of waste has
increased, and excava-
tion of the waste will
done in cells during pe-
riods of the year that
are not subject to flood-
ing or hurricanes. A
preliminary cleanup
schedule is presented in
the 30% design package.
The schedule will be
updated and refined as
part of the pre-final de-
sign.

6. Will there be a public
meeting in the local area
before the end of the year
to update the community
on progress? What would
be an approximate date?
Also, please feel free to
make a report to the pub-
lic through our publica-
tions, we still reach 12,500
every week on both sides
of the river.

It is unknown if there
will be a public meeting
in the local area before
the end of the year due
to COVID-19. As region-
al travel restrictions
are lifted EPA will be-
gin looking into safe
and effective ways to in-
teract with local com-
munity members,
whether in person or
virtually.

7. The PRP have re-
moved their website,
keepitcapped.org, from the
internet. Is this a sign they
are being more cooperative
toward remediation?

EPA does not know
why the website
“keepitcapped.org” has
been removed from the
internet.

Jennah Durant
US EPA Region 6
Press Office
214-676-0655

EPA Update,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ship Chair; and Robert
Woodall, Youth Service
Chair.

As with all Rotary
events, the evening was
ended with the asking of
the questions in the Four
Way Test:  Is it the Truth?
Is it Fair to all concerned?
Will it build goodwill and
better friendship?  Will it
be beneficial to all con-
cerned?

We wish all these offic-
ers the very best of luck
this Rotary year.

The Rotary Club of
Highlands meets every
Tuesday at noon at Unit-
ed Methodist Church in
Highalnds, TX.  Member-
ship is open to men and
women in the community.

Rotary
Installation,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Judge Mike Parrott swears-in Jerry Fallin as
President-elect.

The Rotary Club of
Highlands is a member of
Rotary International, a
501(c)3 organization.  It is
an organization of busi-
ness and professional peo-
ple united worldwide with
35,000+ clubs who provide
humanitarian service, en-
courage high ethical stan-
dards in all vocations and
help build goodwill and
peace in the world. They
work together to: Promote
peace, Fight disease, Pro-
vide clean water, sanita-
tion, and hygiene, Save
mothers and children, Sup-
port education, and Grow
local economies.

Join the club and get
involved!   For more infor-
mation visit 281-426-3558.

Essential workers prac-
tice special precautions to
prevent spread.

All vulnerable individu-
als (65+ or with pre-existing
health conditions) stay
home.

Self-quarantine for 14
days if in close and pro-
longed contact with some-
one who has tested positive
with COVID-19.

Wear face coverings to
protect others.

Avoid non-essential busi-
ness and personal travel.
Avoid public transportation
where possible.

Cancel visits to nursing
homes, long term care facil-
ities, and hospitals.

Avoid and cancel all in-
door and outdoor gather-
ings, including concerts,
rodeos, large sporting
events, etc. Schools and af-
ter-school activities for
youth close, as directed by
educational authorities.

Area hospitals have
reached their full ICU base
capacity and are now rely-
ing on surge space to treat
patients. The number of dai-
ly cases and hospitaliza-
tions have also reached
their highest point since the
beginning of the pandemic.

Additionally, Judge
Hidalgo announced effective
immediately, she will imple-
ment a ban on all gather-
ings of 100 or more people
in unincorporated Harris
County and encourage cit-
ies across the county to do
the same.

Harris County is ready to
deploy a medical shelter at
NRG to serve as a backup
should the hospital system
become overwhelmed by
new cases beyond the exist-
ing surge capacity space
that remains. The costs for
the medical shelter are ex-
pected to be 100 percent re-
imbursed federal funds,
either from FEMA funds or
CARES Act funding already
allocated to the county.

For a complete list of in-
dicators, including stay
home guidance visit
ReadyHarris.org.

Severe
Level,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

HOUSTON – Harris
County Judge Lina
Hidalgo announced that
she is self-quarantining
after being potentially
exposed to COVID-19
last week.

The exposure came on
Monday from a member
of the Harris County
Judge’s office, who test-
ed positive and now is
self-isolating.

Hidalgo and staff who
were potentially ex-
posed will be tested and
are self-quarantining
for 14 days from expo-
sure until Monday, July
6, following the CDC
guidelines. Hidalgo has
not shown any symp-
toms.

“Given what we have
learned, I will be quar-

antining at home. The
reality of it is, there are
thousands of residents
across Harris County
that are increasingly
finding themselves in
the same position I am
in today,” said Judge
Hidalgo. “There are ris-
ing numbers of resi-
dents testing positive for
this virus, and more and
more requiring hospital-
i z a t i o n .  W e  a r e  a t
Threat Level 1 - Red -

and I continue to call on
everyone to stay home
except for essential ac-
tivities. That is the only
way we avoid a crisis in
our hospital system and
put our community in a
position to reopen in a
smarter and more sus-
tainable way. We will
beat this threat togeth-
er as a community and I
will continue to ensure
we are pursuing every
option we have to bring
this back under control.”

Hidalgo said her staff
has already been follow-
ing work from home pro-
tocols. The limited staff
working from the office
have been consistently
wearing masks in the
workplace and main-
taining social distancing
practices.

Troup tries rip-off of
elderly Crosby residents

Last Sunday, near FM 1942 and Bohemian Hall three people in the S.U.V. above evi-
dently tried to snatch a wedding ring from a local resident under pretense of selling them
a ring. The vehicle is a late model Dodge Journey with paper tags.

Sunday evening at about 5:00 p.m. two males and a female each described as Hispanic
entered the driveway of a resident and asked if someone would like to buy a wedding ring
for only $50. The woman in the back seat displayed a wedding ring and each repeatedly
asked if the “mister” was home. The resident answered, “Yes.” At this time the resident was
asked to show her left hand, when she did the woman in the back seat grabbed at her
hand, which the resident yanked away. Other residents are advised to remain on the
lookout and contact law enforcement, there is little doubt where they came up with the
cheap wedding ring.


