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BIRTHDAYS
Jul 23--Sean Hedger

Elton Sanders
Gene Zadrapa
Jorge Del Angel

Jul 24--Tony Boyd
Jackie Adams
Eric Clamon

Jul 25--Eddie Baver
Leona Lightfoot
Rose Donnell

Jul 26--Elton Sanders
Heidi J. Shepard

Jul 27--Rick Galvan
Timothy Lamm
Casey Brooks

Jul 28--Lee Henning
Martin Hernandez
Joyce Holleman
Haley Jo Maxey

ANNIVERSARIES
Jul 24--James & Brenda

Dennis
Jul 26--Kenneth & Lisa

Boudreaux
Jul 29--Marcelino &

Marie Estrada

These stories
in the PRESS:
•Chambers County:
online resources as
COVID-19 persists
•Chambers County:
Bed space concerns
•Atlas air pilot may
have caused fatal 2019
crash

......And more, Page 3
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COVID-19
Cases as of

July 21, 2020

90,754 POSITIVE
908 DEATHS

34,410 RECOVERED

343,783 POSITIVE
4106 DEATHS

177,871 RECOVERED

14,774,887 POSITIVE
611,599 DEATHS

8,386,145 RECOVERED

3,858,686 POSITIVE
141,426 DEATHS

1,160,087 RECOVERED

COVID-19
RESOURCES

City of Houston Pre-Screening
832-393-4220

Harris County Ask a Nurse
713-634-1110

Harris County Pre-Screening
832-927-7575 or
readyharris.org

Harris County Mobile Tests
713-439-6000

MD Medical 1-888-776-5252
Methodist Hospital

Download mymethodist app.

Barrett Station celebrates
its 34th annual
Homecoming Parade

SJRC/THEA continues virtual
monthly meetings

This past week, the
town of Barrett Station,
Texas continued without
fail, celebrating its 34th
annual homecoming.

Barrett Station Homecoming Parade wagon.

This has been a home-
coming celebration like
none other.  If for no oth-
er reason, the pandemic
environment in which the

celebration has taken
place.  The Barrett Sta-

See Barrett Station
Homecoming, Page 8

Free COVID drive-through testing at Crosby
Community Center Monday, July 20 through Friday,
July 24 from 8 am to 4 pm. Pre-registration is required
but can be done at the test site. Participants will hear
via telephone within 24 hours to verify information
and results should be received within 48 to 72 hours.
Plans are working to make the center a permanent
site for testing but has not been achieved yet.For more
information, visit www.coronavirus.gov.

Local schools adjust start
dates for academics, athletics

CROSBY-HIGHLANDS
– Crosby schools are sched-
uled to begin opening Au-
gust 13 with virtual
learning, and face-to-face
classes on September 8
with an option for  virtual
or in-person classes. Goose
Creek schools will start
September 8 with three
weeks of virtual classes.

Both virtual and face to
face classes will happen in
these districts, with face-
to-face enrollment dictat-
ing the number of classes.
Interactions in virtual
learning will be real-time,
pre-recorded and posted
assignments in “Schoolol-
ogy,” a software program
for handling such classes.

About 6 to 8% of Crosby
students do not have ac-
cess to on-line or virtual
learning according to a

surveys taken by the
school. Another survey was
due in back to Crosby ISD
on Tuesday. Some school
board members including
Tanya Eagleton have advo-
cated legislation to fund in-
structional virtual access
for all students.
UIL SETS ATHLETIC
SCHEDULE

On Tuesday, the UIL
announced that high
school athletics would be
split into two group classi-
fications, meaning  larger
class 6A and 5A, would be
pushed back until at least
Sept. 7 with the start of the
playing season pushed to
Sept. 24. Thus the tradi-
tional championships of
December would be moved
to January.

Huffman and schools 4A
and smaller would stay at

previous practicing times
before August 3 and begin
playing on August 27 with
the traditional champion-
ships to be held December
16 through 19.

The state said each
school will have to make
determinations for them-
selves of exact opening
days for athletics depend-
ing upon their contagion
situation. A small school in
a big city with active COV-
ID-19 is different than
those in rural areas.

“Our goal in releasing
this plan is to provide a
path forward for Texas stu-
dents and schools,” said
UIL Executive Director Dr.
Charles Breithaupt.
“While understanding sit-
uations change and there
will likely be interruptions
that will require flexibili-

ty and patience, we are
hopeful this plan allows
students to participate in
the education-based activ-
ities they love in a way that
prioritizes safety and mit-
igates risk of COVID-19
spread.”

“The UIL will continue
to work with state officials
and monitor CDC and oth-
er federal guidance to de-
termine any potential
modifications that may be-
come necessary,” Breith-
aupt added.
CROSBY COACHES TEST
POSITIVE

When two Crosby coach-
es tested positive for COV-
ID-19, strength and
conditioning training were
pushed back for 11 days
and is scheduled to resume
on July 29. The district

Covid-19 testing
now at Crosby
Community Center

Nurses at the Crosby Community Center conduct
the nose swab tests, as cars line up.

announced that 40 to 60
students may have been
exposed. One coach was
with football, volley ball
and basketball athletes,
the other with football and
volley ball athletes. Both
coaches were wearing
masks during their teach-
ing sessions.

“The coaches will be
self-quarantining for 14
days. We will be suspend-
ing all Summer, Strength
and Conditioning through
Tuesday, July 28 and plan
on starting back Wednes-
day July 29. Please do not
hesitate to have your son
or daughter tested if you
are uncomfortable or if
they are exhibiting any
COVID-19 symptoms.” was
the release from Athletic
Director Jerry Prieto.

HIGHLANDS – Due to
the continuing pandemic,
and restrictions on size of
meetings, the monthly
meetings of the San Jacin-
to River Coalition contin-
ue to be virtual, over the
internet.

Last Tuesday, THEA di-
rector Jackie Young Med-
calf brought the group
up-to-date with a review of
the status of several Su-
perfund sites, including
the waste pits in the river.

Jackie discussed the See SJRC meeting, p. 6

state cancer registry, and
the discovery of cancer
clusters throughout the
area. Clusters are areas of
elevated numbers of cases
above the average. Clus-
ters have been noted by the
state health department in
the Highlands, Channel-
view areas, and the fifth
ward area of Houston.

No causal affect has
been determined in these
cases, but environmental
pollution is an obvious con-
tributor. In the fifth ward,

for instance, an old creo-
sote factory used to treat
wood railroad ties is
thought to be the source.

Jackie is waiting to re-
view the 30% remedial de-
sign report for the waste
pits in the river, she said.
This is due to be released
soon, and will reveal the
plan for remediation. (As of
this writing, it has actual-
ly been released by the
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281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide,

Hospice Services
*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

Houston Health Department,
partners announce free COVID-19
testing schedule for week of July 20

Congressman Brady:
Federal Ruling on Texas High
Speed Rail Wrong; Fight not over

CONROE, TX – July 16,
2020 - Congressman Kevin
Brady (TX-08) released the
following statement after
the Surface Transporta-
tion Board released a new
ruling on Texas Central
Railroad's (TCR) petition
for exemption:

“While I strongly dis-
agree with this decision,
the good news is this
doesn’t give TCR eminent
domain authority to seize
property without landown-
ers consent – and finally
forces TCR to publicly dis-
close their shaky financial
projections to the Surface
Transportation Board in

HOUSTON - The Hous-
ton Health Department
and its agency partners
are announcing the sched-
ule for sites offering free
COVID-19 tests the week
of July 20, 2020.

Texas Division of Emergency
Management

The Texas Division of
Emergency Management
and the department will
operate drive-thru testing
sites at:

- Sinclair Elementary
School, 6410 Grovewood
Lane,

- Eden Event Center,
7450 N. Wayside

- Crosby Community
Center, 409 Hare Road,
Crosby

- Crump Stadium,
12321 High Star Dr.,

- HCC-Northeast Cam-
pus, 555 Community Col-
lege Dr., and

- HCC – South Campus,
1990 Airport Blvd.

TDEM sites require ap-
pointments, available by
calling 844-778-255 or vis-
iting txcovidtest.org.

TDEM will also operate
a walk-up site that doesn’t
require appointments at
the Merfish Teen Center,
9000 S. Rice Ave, weekdays
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

United Memorial Medical
Center

United Memorial Medi-
cal Center (UMMC) will
offer weekday testing at
drive-thru test sites at the
Southwest Multi-Service
Center, 6400 High Star,
Houston Community Col-
lege-Southeast, 6815 Rus-
tic, and Houston
Community College-Felix
Fraga, 301 N. Drennan St.

 The sites don’t require
appointments and offer
testing from 8 a.m. to 3
p.m. or until reaching its
daily capacity of 250 tests.

 Other UMMC drive-

thru sites opening week-
days from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
are:

- UMMC Tidwell, 510 W
Tidwell Rd.,

- Forest Brook Middle
School, 7525 Tidwell Rd,

- Cullen Middle School,
6900 Scott St., and

- Griggs School, 801 Re-
gional Park Dr.

People needing informa-
tion about UMMC test
sites can call 1-866-333-
COVID or visit
ummcscreening.com.

New York State
Walk-up sites set up by

New York state will offer
test weekdays from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. and Saturday 8
a.m. to noon at two local
churches:

- Fallbrook Church,
12512 Walters Rd, 77014
and

- Higher Dimension
Church, 9800 Club Creek
Dr.

Appointments are avail-
able by calling 1-833-697-
4839.

Ibn Sina Foundation
The Iba Sina Founda-

tion will offer rapid result
testing at two of its clinics,
located at 11226 S Wilcrest
Dr and 11226 S Wilcrest
Dr.

The sites require ap-
pointments by calling 832-
426-3760 and will run
through September 30.

H o u s t o n  H e a l t h
Department/FEMA

The department oper-
ates two free drive-thru
COVID-19 community-
based testing sites open to
anyone, regardless of
symptoms. Each site has
capacity for 650 tests per
day and operates Monday
through Saturday.

 People can call the de-
partment’s COVID-19 Call

Center at 832-393-4220 be-
tween 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. to
receive an access code and
directions to the nearest
community-based site.

Federally Qualified Health
Centers

The health department
is providing test kits, lab
access and equipment to
four local Federally Quali-
fied Health Centers
(FQHC) so they can ex-
pand their COVID-19 test-
ing capacity. The centers
and phone numbers people
can call to set up testing
appointments are:

- HOPE Clinic: 713-773-
0803

- Spring Branch Com-
munity Health Center,
713-462-6565

- El Centro de Corazon,
713-660-1880

- Avenue 360 Health
and Wellness, 713-426-
0027

- Lone Star Circle of
Care at the University of
Houston, 346-348-1200,
and

- Scarsdale Family
Health Center: 281-824-
1480.

FQHC patients pay
what they can afford,
based on income and fami-
ly size, and are not denied
services due to inability to
pay or lack of insurance.

 The department and its
agency partners may shift
locations and schedules of
test sites to better meet
community needs. Housto-
nians can visit
HoustonEmergency.org/
covid19 for current Hous-
ton test sites and informa-
tion about stopping the
spread of the virus.

 Information obtained
through testing, treatment
or services will not be used
against immigrants in
their public charge evalu-
ation.

any future bid to gain au-
thority to construct the
project.

“This will reveal why
private investors have
abandoned the project and
why taxpayers should not
be on the hook when it ul-
timately fails.”

BACKGROUND:
Today,  the  Surface

Transportation Board
ruled that the proposed
Houston to Dallas High-
speed rail line is subject to
Board jurisdiction. This is
a change from previous
ruling, in which the STB
found TCR's project was
not subject to the Board’s

jurisdiction and therefore
did not require Board ap-
proval.

However, the Board de-
nies Texas Central’s peti-
tion for exemption and
finds that, should Texas
Central wish to request
Board authority for its
project, an application pro-
cess under 49 U.S.C. §
10901 would be required.
The Board also notes that
issues pertaining to emi-
nent domain authority are
matters of state law, and
that the finding does not
confer any federal power to
take privately owned prop-
erty.

Harris County, Texas -
July 20, 2020, Harris
County Judge Lina Hidal-
go and Executive Director
of Harris County Public
Health Dr. Umair Shah to-
day sent a letter to school
district superintendents
across the County outlin-
ing a series of recommen-
dations schools should
take to protect the health
and safety of students,
teachers, staff, and the
community as a whole, in-
cluding delayed opening
for in-person instruction.

In the letter, Judge
Hidalgo and Dr. Shah
strongly urged schools to
follow new Texas Educa-
tion Agency provisions al-
lowing an 8-week online
instruction waiver, halting
in-person instruction until
at least October. The letter
also requests school dis-
tricts make accommoda-
tions for remote learning,
cancel all extracurricular
activities until in-person
instruction resumes, and
for written plans to be de-

Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo:
Delay ‘In-Person Instruction in
Schools’ until October or later

veloped and shared with
parents and community
members regarding steps
that will be taken to pro-
tect health and safety on
campus.

“Today, our community
remains in the midst of a
severe and uncontrolled
spread of COVID-19. The
fastest way to reopen our
schools over the long haul
is to flatten and -- just as
importantly -- substantial-
ly bring down our hospital-
ization curve.

“We commend local
school districts who have
made the hard decision to
defer in-person instruc-
tion. We know that this has
been a very challenging
time for everyone in our
community -- and particu-
larly so for students, teach-
ers and parents. In-person
instruction is vital for the
educational development
and social wellbeing of
children and young adults.
In addition to their key
roles in learning, schools
promote the development

of social and emotional
skills and offer opportuni-
ties for physical activities.
For low-income families,
schools also provide much
needed food assistance by
offering students healthy
meals and access to re-
sources they may not oth-
erwise have.

“We must come to grips
with the fact that in order
to learn and grow, students
must be healthy and safe.
That means not setting
arbitrary dates for reopen-
ing schools that provide
false hope, dates this virus
does not recognize or re-
spect. Instead, our focus
should be on thresholds
and on developing mea-
sured reopening plans.”
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CORVID-19
CASES

CHAMBERS
COUNTY

As of July 21, 2020
------------------
Tested-4,945

Recovered-492
Hospitalized-11

Confirmed
Cases-735
Deaths-5

------------------

Residents
encouraged to
utilize
Chambers
County’s online
resources as
COVID-19
persists

Chambers County
residents are encouraged
to utilize resources
available on our website
(co.chambers.tx.us) and
complete transactions
online when possible.

 Due to COVID-19,
many Chambers County
Departments are
experiencing staffing
shortages due to employee
illness, isolation and/or
quarantine. As these
difficult and uncertain times
persist, residents are
encouraged to remember
that temporary office
closures, reduced hours
and other protective
measures may occur and
are often beyond the
control of the County.

 To ensure that
residents are still able to
receive necessary
services, Chambers County
offers a variety of online
resources for conducting
business online. Services
include:

• Online property tax
payments

• Online vehicle
registration

• Online court case
record searches

• Online deed
searches and download

• Online filing and fee
payment for court cases

• Online building
permit applications

• Online ticket
payment

• Online book
reservation for curbside
pickup at all Chambers
County Library System
Branches

Other services may be
available soon. Residents
are encouraged to contact
Departments via phone
with questions regarding
online services and/or in
person visits.

Baytown Little
Theater
Hold the date!!
You are hereby invited to
the BLT 2020 Annual
Membership Meeting
Saturday, July 25, 2020
at 2:00pm.
Due to COVID-19
constraints, this meeting
will be held virtually.
Call-in and additional
information will be sent
prior to the meeting in a
separate email.
 Thank you for your
continued support for
BLT
and its mission during
this time!

Two COVID-19 cases overwhelm
Chambers County hospital space

Patients airlifted to remote cities
By Samantha Humphrey
Chambers County PIO

CHAMBERS COUNTY
– Over the past few days,
several news outlets have
reported that a Chambers
County resident who test-
ed positive for COVID-19
was flown by medical heli-

copter to a hospital in El
Campo because closer fa-
cilities did not have emer-
gent care bed space.

We have received sever-
al questions about this re-
port and wanted to take
the time to confirm that it
is, in fact, true. Addition-
ally, a second Chambers

County resident was flown
via Careflight Jet to a hos-
pital in Dallas. The reason
was the same: bed space is
limited in area hospitals.

COVID-19 has become a
hospitalization and health-
care crisis that is affecting
everyone in need – both
COVID-19 patients and

those with other illnesses.
In light of the increas-

ing number of COVID-19
cases in Chambers Coun-
ty and the decreasing
availability of bed space at
region hospitals, Cham-
bers County Public Health
has issued a Public Health
Statement.

Please direct questions
regarding this Statement
in the following manner:

-- Health-Related Ques-
tions: 409-267-2731

-- General Questions:
409-267-2440

-- Media Inquiries: 409-
267-2695

Barbers Hill ISD rejects hair appeal
Barbers Hill ISD

School Board Denies
Grievances on
Discriminatory
Grooming Policies

By Armand Viscarri
ACLU TX

HOUSTON – In a pub-
lic meeting Monday after-
noon, the Barbers Hill ISD
(BHISD) Board of Trustees
unanimously voted to deny
grievances filed by the
ACLU of Texas and the
Juvenile and Children’s
Advocacy Project of Texas
(JCAP). The grievances
challenged the district’s
hair policy as unconstitu-
tional and discriminatory.

“This is a disappointing

DE’ANDRE ARNOLD

setback in the families’
quest to change Barbers
Hill ISD’s policies that ex-
plicitly discriminate on the
basis of race and sex. It is
evident that this policy dis-
criminates against and
harms Black students,”
said Brian Klosterboer, at-
torney for the ACLU of
Texas. “The school district
had the chance to examine
systemic racism and
change its discriminatory
policies, but instead chose
to continue spending tax-
payer dollars to maintain
this grooming code.”

The online meeting was
held in response to griev-
ances filed on behalf of
Kaden Bradford and
De’Andre Arnold, two stu-

dents suspended in Janu-
ary for wearing their nat-
ural Black hair. The ACLU
of Texas and JCAP asked
BHISD to change its
grooming policy and allow
Kaden to return to Barbers
Hill without being forced

to cut his dreadlocks. The
school board was also pre-
sented with over 200 pag-
es of photos of white male
students who were seem-
ingly allowed to wear long
hair in their official year-
book photos, during grad-
uation, and while
participating in extracur-
ricular activities.

“The Board’s decision is
very disappointing.
De’Andre and Kaden have
both been forced to choose
between their right to an
education and their iden-
tities as young Black men
with locs,” said Cristina
Beeler, staff attorney for
JCAP. “The Board had an
opportunity to be on the
right side of history by

changing their policy in
response to the extensive
evidence we provided, but
they chose not to do so.
Hopefully it will serve as a
warning to other school
districts as they consider
how their dress codes can
be more inclusive.”

BHISD’s school board
denied the grievances im-
mediately after the argu-
ments concluded without
asking any questions or
engaging in discussion.
The NAACP Legal Defense
and Educational Fund
(LDF) and Akin Gump
Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
are representing the Brad-
ford and Arnold families in
a lawsuit with a hearing
set for Wednesday.

NTSB Report:
Cargo plane crash due to co-pilot error
NTSB: ‘Extreme
reaction’ of Atlas Air
pilot may have caused
fatal 2019 crash

WASHINGTON – The
pilot of an Atlas Air plane
that crashed into Trinity
Bay last year had problems
during his training which
may have contributed to
his “extreme reaction”
when a type of automatic
control was inadvertently
activated before the fatal
decent, according to feder-
al investigators.

Capt. Ricky Blakely,
First Officer Conrad Aska
and Capt. Sean Archuleta,
who was riding in the jump
seat, were killed in the Feb.
23, 2019, crash near
Anahuac.

Federal investigators
said Tuesday during a Na-
tional Transportation
Safety Board hearing that
Aska appeared to have ac-
cidentally flipped the “go-
around switch” while
traveling through some
turbulence during the ap-
proach to George Bush In-
tercontinental Airport.

“He’s guarding the
speed brake with his hand,
reaching over, and, some-
how or another, the turbu-
lence may have jostled
him, jostled his wrist so
that he activates the go-
around switch,” NTSB
Chairman Robert Sum-
walt said.

One of the investigators
testified that there was
plenty of time to evaluate
what was going on with the
aircraft after Aska activat-
ed go-around mode.

“The reaction to the
slightly abnormal situa-
tion was the problem,”
NTSB investigator Bill
English said.

Investigators also found
evidence that Aska had a
history of poor reactions to
stressful situations in sim-
ulators, noting that at two

of his previous employers,
evaluators reported that
Aska would become ex-
tremely anxious and push
buttons without thinking.

“Here’s two different
airlines talking about the
same person and they’re
using almost exactly the
same verbiage,” Sumwalt
said.

Investigators also said
that it appears several “red
flags” were missed by an
agent who conducted a
screening of Aska for Atlas
Air. They also said they
believe it was inappropri-
ate for Atlas Air to rely
solely on the screening
agent to catch those prob-
lems.

The plane was carrying
cargo for Amazon.

Atlas Air statement

Atlas Air President and
CEO John Dietrich issued
the following written state-
ment after Tuesday’s hear-
ing:

“The loss of Flight 3591
in February 2019 has had
a profound impact on all of
us at Atlas Air Worldwide.
We remain heartbroken by
the accident that claimed
the lives of our three
friends and colleagues and

CAPT. SEAN ARCHULETA, FIRST OFFICER CONRAD
ASKA, AND CAPTAIN RICKY BLAKELY

ATLAS AIR WAS FLYING AN AMAZON PRIME AIR-
PLANE SIMILAR TO THIS ONE.

RECOVERY WORK IN TRINITY BAY

PIECES OF THE AIRPLANE IN A WAREHOUSE IN CHAMBERS COUNTY. See PLANE CRASH, p. 6
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STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

✯

NEWSPAPERS
By Texas Press Association

✯

AUSTIN — COVID-19
turned aggressive to the
point last week that the
Department of Defense ac-
tivated U.S. Army and U.S.
Navy medical task force
teams and assigned them
to Texas at Gov. Greg Ab-
bott's request.

Teams were deployed to
support Houston and San
Antonio hospitals and
medical facilities in hard-
hit Rio Grande Valley. The
Texas Division of Emer-
gency Management was on
the job, too, working with
local officials to line up
additional hospital capac-
ity in Cameron and Hidal-
go counties and to identify
other sites to house pa-
tients who are recovering
from COVID-19.

Some $41 million in fed-
eral funds are being put
toward assisting cities and
counties in the COVID-19
response, Abbott said.
Those funds will be used
by local government for
first responder overtime
and hazard pay, equipment
and supplies for telework-
ing technologies, social dis-
tancing and personal
protective gear, county jail
costs associated with med-
ical needs of inmates and
as reimbursement for hold-
ing inmates awaiting
transfer to the state pris-
on system.

Cumulative figures
posted July 19 by the Tex-
as Department of State
Health Services showed
some 325,030 people in
Texas diagnosed with the
deadly virus, and 3,958
confirmed deaths resulting
from the disease.

TEA: Schools
to open

Texas schools will open
next month, but school sys-
tems will be allowed to lim-
it access to on-campus
instruction for the first
four weeks of school, the
Texas Education Agency
announced July 17.

A school system may
limit access to on-campus
instruction for an addition-
al four weeks with a board-
approved waiver request to
the TEA. Health and safe-

“Birthday
Blow-Out”

It’s my birthday this week.
This is not normally cause

for a big celebration and this
year it is less than usual. Still,
unlike my husband, Peter, I
actually do celebrate my
birthday. I don’t expect anyone
else to celebrate—although it’s
nice to know my parents
remember I was born and still
seem to think it was a good
thing.

But I’m puzzled by reports of
people my age who have huge
celebrations or pout if they
don’t get a party. My grand-
mother had a big party on her
100th birthday and I think that’s
an appropriate time for a “blow-
out” (as she called it).
Otherwise, I think the only
person who has any reason to
celebrate my birthday is me.
It’s good to have been given
another year.

This year, Peter asked, as
he always does, what I wanted
on my birthday. The choices
were more limited than in the
past, but that really didn’t
matter. It’s fun to receive one
unusual thing that makes me
happy. One year, I asked Peter
for a new toilet seat. Peter saw
nothing wrong with the existing
one (he wouldn’t!) but
cheerfully replaced it on my
birthday.

“Just don’t go telling
everyone I got you a toilet seat
for your birthday!” he said.

But now I have.
This year, my plans are less

grandiose. I was thinking about
cheese, specifically, a big pot
of melted cheese. I know, the
weather has been warm but the
idea of fresh fruit dunked in a
vat of nice cheese sounded
irresistible.

“Fondue,” I told Peter. “I’d
like fondue for my birthday.”

“Hot oil or cheese?”
“Cheese—good cheese!”
We ordered long forks and

are all set. Peter is making
cheese fondue.

I celebrate my birthday for
the same reason I journal—to
keep track of where I am in life.
Peter says it would be better
just to forget about that,
especially as we get older, but I
disagree. I like to know where I
am and where I’ve been. I think
that might be more important
this year than ever.

I probably get this from my
mom. She’s kept a journal
every day of her life since she
was in college. She claims it is
a profoundly dull document.
She famously described it as,
“an uninterrupted record of
every dental appointment I’ve
ever had.”

But I know this is not strictly
true because she does look
things up to see what she was
doing a year ago or five years
ago on that date. She tells me,
from time to time, about
something she wrote a few
years back.

“Oh! We were worried about
you,” she’ll tell me. I had no
idea my parents were worried,
but her journal knew.

My daily journal rarely
records anything as exciting as
my dental appointments.
Usually, I am just trying to
figure stuff out, seeing where I
am, where I’m going, noting
what I’ve done and what I’d still
like to do—both in the near
term and before I run out of
time for good. Journaling
reminds me of how much I
have to be grateful for.
Birthdays do the same thing.

As an afterthought, I
ordered a dozen cupcakes. I
didn’t figure a cake made much
sense since there was no one
to share it with, but I thought it
might be fun to distribute
cupcakes to friends and
neighbors. I’m getting one
dozen red velvet cupcakes with
buttercream frosting. I’m
having mine with a scoop of
peppermint ice cream.

If that isn’t a blow-out, I
don’t know what is.

Till next time,
Carrie

Carrie Classon’s memoir is
called, “Blue Yarn.” Learn more
at CarrieClasson.com.

Department of Defense
sends teams to assist
hospitals in COVID crisis

ty procedures will be in
place to support student
and teacher safety, Texas
Education Commissioner
Mike Morath said.

All students, teachers,
staff and visitors coming to
campus must be screened
before being allowed on
campus. Masks will be re-
quired while in school
buildings, with certain ex-
ceptions.

More information is
available at tea.texas.gov.

On July 17, Gov. Abbott,
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick,
House Speaker Dennis
Bonnen, Senate Finance
Committee Chair Jane
Nelson, Vice Chair Juan
"Chuy" Hinojosa, and
House Appropriations
Committee Chair Giovan-
ni Capriglione and Vice
Chair Oscar Longoria an-
nounced the state would
allocate $200 million in
Coronavirus Aid, Relief,
and Economic Security
(CARES) Act funding to
the Texas Education Agen-
cy for the purchase of
eLearning devices and
home internet solutions to
enable remote learning
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic for Texas students
who lack connectivity.

Runoff results
are in

Mary “MJ” Hegar of
Round Rock won the Dem-
ocratic Party runoff for
U.S. Senate with 498,180
votes to 457,555 for state
Sen. Royce West of Dallas,
so Hegar will face incum-
bent Republican Sen. John
Cornyn of San Antonio in
the Nov. 3 general election.

In the only runoff for a
state agency office, Texas
Railroad Commission,
Democrats chose Dallas
lawyer Chrysta Castañeda
over Robert Alonzo of Dal-
las, a former longtime
member of the Texas
House of Representatives.
Castañeda received
575,460 votes to 353,399
for Alonzo. Complete elec-
tion results are posted at
sos.texas.gov.

It's hot, so be
careful

With summer air tem-
peratures reaching 100
degrees and higher, the
Texas Department of Pub-
lic Safety on July 14 re-
minded the public to take
extra heat-related safety
precautions.

Children, the sick, el-
ders and pets should not be
left alone in vehicles. Driv-
ers should always check all
passenger and cargo areas
before walking away from
their vehicle, the DPS said.

Jobless rate
improves

Texas added 243,900
private sector positions in
June, resulting in an un-
employment rate of 8.6%,
the Texas Workforce Com-
mission reported July 17.
The state's unemployment
rate in May was 13.0%.

The Amarillo Metropol-
itan Statistical Area re-
corded the lowest
non-seasonally adjusted
unemployment rate in
June among Texas MSAs
with 6%, followed by
Abilene at 6.4% and Col-
lege Station-Bryan at
6.5%.

The national unemploy-
ment rate stood at 11.1%
in June.

Agency releases
data

More information about
oil and gas field cleanup
programs are publicly
available now, the Texas
Railroad Commission an-
nounced July 15.

Data posted at
rrc.texas.gov/data-visual-
ization/ includes bar
graphs, an interactive Tex-
as map, a list of counties
and other search options.

“These latest additions
will help the public and
energy industry operators
easily see key aspects of
the important work we do
in protecting the safety of
Texans and the environ-
ment,” said Texas Railroad
Commission Executive Di-
rector Wei Wang.

By Gary Sosniecki

It wasn’t my idea to buy a weekly newspaper.

I was content having transitioned from political reporter to
sports editor of a 30,000-circulation daily newspaper. The pay
was good. I had become part of the management team. I had
been allowed to hire some bright young reporters. We were
making a name for ourselves journalistically in traditional
sports coverage and in-depth pieces. And the sports-department
ethics policy I had written was being recognized as one of the
first in the country.

My wife was not so content. She was managing editor of a
smaller, competing daily, a position she won after refusing to
train the man her boss wanted to hire for it. The 1970s were not
an easy time for young women breaking into the newspaper
business. This was her second job out of college, and Helen had
fought sexual discrimination in both of them. In this job, her
boss even had told her she didn’t need a raise because her
“husband made good money.”

It had been Helen’s lifelong dream to buy a weekly newspaper.
So she quit her job and started contacting newspaper brokers.
We visited weekly newspapers in Wisconsin and Illinois before
she learned of a weekly for sale only an hour from her
hometown in Missouri.

Humansville, Missouri, had a population of only 907, but it had
a solid business district – as in potential advertisers -- that
included two lumber yards, two hardware stores, a furniture
store, two clothing stores, a pharmacy, four cafes, three
insurance agencies, a physician, two dentists, a funeral home
and, most importantly, a modern supermarket that bought a
full-page ad every week and a bank that bought a quarter page.
Several of the business owners were young like us.

The Humansville Star-Leader circulated to 1,500 homes in the
corners of three rural counties. Newspaper revenue was
supplemented by a print shop that, among other jobs, printed
election ballots for its home county.

We bought the Star-Leader on Aug. 1, 1980, using our savings
from seven years of employment as a down payment. We
bought our first newspaper before we bought our first house.

Not surprisingly, Helen fell in love with owning a small-town
newspaper. Surprisingly, so did this city kid. So much so that
over a 27-year period, we bought and sold three weeklies, each
in a town a little bigger than the one before.

We never were bored. We covered city councils whose members
at times were on the verge of slugging each other or members of
the audience. We forced school boards to hold open meetings.
We covered train wrecks and murders. (One murder victim was
a small-town mayor who supported an ordinance banning pigs
from the city limits.) We reported on presidential visits and a
sheriff who liked to pose with a machine gun. We wrote
features, and we wrote investigative pieces. We covered a state-
championship basketball team and a winless basketball team,
the former more fun than the latter.

We helped one of our readers appear on David Letterman’s
show. We campaigned to build a new library and to improve
safety at railroad and highway crossings. We attended school
plays and concerts and helped organize local festivals. We ate at
fund-raising pancake breakfasts, pork-steak lunches and fish-
fry suppers.

Through our editorials, we were the town disciplinarians and
the town cheerleaders. We weren’t always popular, but we still
made lifetime friends in each of our newspaper towns.

We also learned to sell advertising. Pretty well, in fact. Every
one of our newspapers made enough money for us to live
comfortably in small towns where the cost of living was low.

We worked harder than we ever had worked – sometimes seven
days and six nights a week -- but the rewards were enormous.
If we were 10 years younger, we would buy another newspaper
and do it all again.

In fact, it’s a buyer’s market right now for weekly newspapers.
(You can buy one in our state right now, in a town of more than
2,000 residents, for only $40,000. That’s less than what we paid
in 1980.) Unfortunately, some newspaper groups are shuttering
small-town and suburban weeklies that don’t meet their
revenue goals. Even sadder, many owners of our generation
waited too long to sell and – unable to find buyers – are shutting
down their papers. In both instances, the community becomes a
so-called “news desert.”

According to 2018 study by North Carolina’s School of Media
and Journalism, 171 counties in the United States have no
newspaper at all. One of them is the county adjacent to ours.

It’s a conundrum that independently owned weekly
newspapers are closing for lack buyers at the same time that
journalists who would make good weekly-newspaper owners
are being laid off in record numbers by metro newspapers and
national newspaper groups.

The challenge for our industry is to convince these unemployed
journalists to explore the joys and rewards of owning a small-
town newspaper.

Not every market that supported a newspaper in the past can
support one now. But unlike many of their big-city brethren,
weekly newspapers in healthy markets still can be good
investments. If the population is stable, if most storefronts on
Main Street are filled, if the town has its own school and the all-
important sense of community, the prospects for a weekly
newspaper succeeding long-term are good.

It’s encouraging to hear of a partnership between West Virginia
University’s Reed College of Media and the West Virginia Press
Association “to recruit, develop and train the next generation of
independent newspaper owners.” Hopefully, we’ll see other
journalism schools and state press associations partner in
similar programs.

But you don’t have to wait if you’re unemployed now and
uncertain how to stay in the newspaper business. Check out the
press association website in your state and see if any
newspapers are for sale. Call the press association manager and
ask the same question. Do a Google search for newspaper
brokers, and find one who handles papers within your budget.

Because owning your own newspaper can be the most satisfying
job you’ve ever had.

Need a great job? Buy
a weekly newspaper

This article is one of a series distributed by the Texas Press
Association for its members. If you wish more information, call
713-266-3444 or email grafikstar@aol.com

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯



Star ✯ Courier / Press / North Channel STAR Page 5THURSDAY, JULY 23, 2020

The Journey of a thousand
miles begins with one step

-LaoTzu

ENVELOPES
Printed with your Address

1 or 2 colors

Special Rates 250 to 25,000
Please call for a Quote

Grafikshop at Star-Courier
713-977-2555

What we suffer now
is nothing compared

to the glory He will
reveal to us later

ROMANS 8:18

Siding &
Roof Repairs

Mobile Home Skirting
Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

I can do all things
through Christ who

strengthens me.

PHILIPPIANS 4:13

Select Services:
Personal Care
Social Outlings
Respite Care
24 hr. Care

In-Hospital Sitting
Post-Surgical
    Assistance
Pet & Plant Care
Light Housework
Meal Preparation
Transportation

MONICA NELSON
COMMUNITY LIASON

346-216-8872
mnelson@sigselect.com
606 Rollingbrook Dr. #2G

Baytown, TX 77521
832-695-2328

There is no fear in love. But
perfect love drives out fear,
because fear has to do with
punishment. The one who fears is
not made perfect in love.

 -- 1 JOHN 4:18

For the Spirit God gave us does not
make us timid, but gives us power,
love and self-discipline.

--2 Timothy 1:7

✯
THOUGHTS  FROM
HILLSIDE  CHURCH

By Dr. Mark Trice

I know many will agree
with me when I say that
the horse is one of God’s
most beautiful creatures.
He designed it precisely,
with a majesty that awes
us. With its regal lines
and fluidity of movement,
it demands to be painted,
drawn, sculpted, and
more. From their young-
est days, most children
dream of riding horses,
even owning horses, and
many grow up to fulfill
those dreams. I did.

The horse has been
around Ågforever,Åh of
course. In Genesis 2:18-
20, we learn that God
created it and all of the
other animals in the
Garden of Eden while
looking for a suitable
helper for Adam. We all
know how the story goes;
they didn’t find a Åghelp-
er comparable to himÅh
among the animals, so
God then created Eve and
the rest, as they say, is
history.

Yet, though the horse
wasn’t the helper they
were looking for at that
time, God surely knew
from the beginning that it
would end up walking
more closely with man
than most of the other
animals. With the horse
to ride, man was able to
move farther faster, not

✯     L I F E S T Y L E    P A G E    ✯

being limited to staying
at home. With the horse’s
assistance, man could
more easily carry his
belongings and trades
people could travel far
and wide with their
goods. With the aid of a
horse, the cowboy could
manage large herds of
cattle. When you really
think about it, the horse
is absolutely amazing.

It’s so amazing that
God used it as an example
in Job 39:19-25 when He
decided it was time for
Job to stop complaining
and accusing his Creator
of being unjust. Here’s
God’s way of asking,
ÅgJust who do you think
you are?Åh

ÅgHave you given the
horse strength?

Have you clothed his
neck with thunder?

Can you frighten him
like a locust?

His majestic snorting
strikes terror.

He paws in the valley,
and rejoices in his
strength;

He gallops into the
clash of arms.

He mocks at fear, and
is not frightened;

Nor does he turn back
from the sword.

The quiver rattles
against him,

The glittering spear
and javelin.

He devours the
distance with fierceness
and rage;

Nor does he come to a
halt because the trumpet
has sounded.

At the blast of the
trumpet he says, ‘Aha!’

He smells the battle
from afar,

The thunder of cap-
tains and shouting.Åh

This beautiful crea-
ture, with its ability to
inspire artists, poets, and
dreaming children, and
its strengths while
working side-by-side with
us, is yet another exam-
ple of how carefully God
has planned every single
detail of this world, and it
is only one such remind-
er! We serve an awesome
God, an incredible God, a
mind-blowing God who
deserves to have us stop
on occasion just to
appreciate His unsur-
passed handiwork.

A horse isn’t just a
horse. It’s a sign from God
that He cares about the
details.

www.myhillsidefamily.com,
@myhillsidefamily

A Horse is a Horse?

Sacred Heart Catholic
school competes nationally

OBITUARIES
✯

BIBLE TRIVIA
by Wilson Casey---

1) Is the book of Joshua in the
Old or New Testament or neither?
2) In the parable of the 10 female
virgins, five were called "wise, but
why were the other five called
"foolish"? Washing stones,
Forgot oil for their lamps,
Daytime sleeping, Gossiping
3) From 2 Kings 9, what
creatures ate the carcass of
Jezebel? She-bears, Dogs,
Frogs, Worms
4) What was the first bird
released from Noah's Ark?
Raven, Pigeon, Sparrow, Dove
5) In Proverbs 15, what does "a
soft answer turneth away"?

Wisdom, Scorn, Wrath, Fear
6) From Joshua 2 who hid two
spies on a roof? Hosea, Ezra,
Satan, Rahab

ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2) Forgot oil
for their lamps (Matthew 25); 3)
Dogs; 4) Raven; 5) Wrath; 6)
Rahab

Sacred Heart Catholic School placed 6th in the nation for the Living
Literature-Junior category at the Jr. BETA National Convention!

Charles Edward
“Charlie” Melton, 56,
of Galena Park,
Texas, found ever-
lasting peace on July
13, 2020.

Charlie was born
on June 29, 1964.  He
is predeceased by his
parents, William T.
and Lee Melton and
son, Jacob.  He is
survived by his
daughters, Patricia
Holliday and hus-

band Zach; Saman-
tha Nehls and hus-
band Brian; twin
brother, Michael
Melton and wife,
Andrea; sister, Susan
Warren and hus-
band, Jimmy; grand-
children, Molly, Zeke
and Ezra; as well as
nieces and nephews,
Amy Baldwin, Chad
Warren, Meghan
Melton, Taylor
Grimes; and great-
nephew and nieces,
Madelynn, Wyatt
and Reese.

Charlie was the
life of the party.  He
had an enormous
passion for music,
good food, laughter
and above all his
friends.  He truly

embodied the phrase
“Good Time Charlie.”
In lieu of flowers, the
family requests with
gratitude that contri-
butions be made in
Charlie’s memory to
Memorial Hermann
Prevention and
Recovery Center,
3043 Gessner, Hous-
ton, Texas 77080 or
to a charity of your
choice.

Due to current
circumstances, his
family will celebrate
his life at a later
time.  Fond memo-
ries and expressions
of sympathy may be
shared at https://
www.houstontxcremation.com/
obituary/Charles-
Melton.

Charles Edward “Charlie” Melton
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Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save pTime & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

= Major credit cards accepted =

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

• Mobile Home Skirting

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTOR

✯

CENTRAL AUTO
INSPECTIONS

FULL SERVICE VEHICLE INSPECTIONS

713-702-3200
JOHNNY GAEKE 911 S. MAIN
OWNER-INSPECTOR HIGHLANDS, TX 77562

✯      A S K    T H E    EX P E R T    ✯

July 13, 2020 United
Way of Greater Baytown
Area & Chambers County
announced that 30 local

United Way of Greater Baytown Area &
Chambers County Providing $1,820,OOO
in Support of Local Programs

programs will receive fi-
nancial support from July
2020 through June 2021.
This is made possible by

community impact grants
and designations. These
programs are managed by
24 agencies who have been

long-time partners with
United Way. Total program
support for this year is
$1,820,000.

Community Impact
funding puts the volun-
teers in the driver’s seat.
They are responsible for
reviewing the funding re-
quests, determining how
and if they align with Unit-
ed Way’s goals and are able
to make an impact in the
community. This thorough
review of funds invested
using the community im-
pact model is a good choice
for donors who do not have
the time or inclination to
vet out where their dona-
tions can make the biggest
difference. The all-volun-

teer community impact
committee reviews the re-
quests and make the fund-
ing recommendations to
the Board of Directors who
have the final decision on
funding.

In February, the Board
of Directors adopted Im-
pact 2025, the strategic
plan with a five-year vision
that includes elements
that will strengthen the
capacity of UWGBACC
and agencies, continue
community impact efforts,
build community engage-
ment and work to enhance
collective impact, which

will better align funding
goals with major systems’
goals such as health and
education. “This will be a
year of change that will
create a stronger United
Way and benefit our com-
munity,” said Nick Woolery,
assistant manager, City of
Baytown and president of
UWGBACC’s Board of Di-
rectors. “Staff and volun-
teers will be taking the
next few months to focus
on building the plan of ac-
tion that will include mea-
sureable goals which will
ultimately enhance the

overall quality of health of
our community.”

 July begins the new
campaign year. This year
will be unlike any other
because of COVID. Be-
cause of the social distanc-
ing required for safety,
most, if not all workplace
campaigns will be held vir-
tually. The community’s
support will be needed
more now than ever before.
If you would like to support
the mission of United Way,
you are invited to register
at https://
volunteer.unitedwaygbacc.org/
and get involved today.

continue to provide
their families with care
and support.

“We have been working
closely with the National
Transportation Safety
Board (NTSB) to learn
what took place and why it
happened. The NTSB’s re-
port provides valuable
findings that will help our
company and the aviation
community as a whole as
we continue to improve
safety across our industry.
Of critical importance is
the need for an improved
federal pilot records data-
base to provide airlines
with full visibility of pilot
history in the hiring pro-
cess.

Plane Crash,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“Since our founding
more than 25 years ago,
safety has been a core val-
ue of our company, and
continues to be our top pri-
ority. In partnership with
our pilots and their union
representation, we have
built a culture of safety
and remain committed to
continuously improving
our operations. We regular-
ly evaluate our practices
and protocols, and since
the accident, have made
several important en-
hancements to our own
hiring, training, and pilot
review procedures.

“We thank the NTSB for
its work, and for its conclu-
sions and recommenda-
tions.”

EPA, but with thousands
of pages, a review has not
been accomplished.) The
report will reveal what
types of “treatability” will
be available.

Jackie reported on types
of waste, and how they are
classified. She takes issue
with the early report that
the toxic material is only
Class I, Non-hazardous
Industrial Waste, which
allows lower standards of
remediation.

She discussed the types
of cancers, for both chil-
dren and adults, that have
been discovered in the
TDHSD surveys.

Regarding the waste in
the pits in the river, she
spoke about the current
studies which showed that
the waste pits were deep-
er than first assumed, and

SJRC meeting,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

that the waste was in high-
er concentrations in some
area. These facts indicate
that the remediation will
take longer and cost more
than originally planned.

The PRP, or Potential
Responsible Parties, have
recently closed one of their
w e b s i t e s ,
keepitcapped.org, and up-
dated the other,
sanjacintofacts.com. It is
not known what their cur-
rent interest is.

Jackie briefly reviewed
other environmental con-
cerns, including an oil spill
on Church Street in Cros-
by, that is polluting water-
ways nearby, and has no
known origin.

Also, she discussed a
superfund site on Jones
Road in Cypress, and its
current status.
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CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED
A D SA D S

Your AD will reach up to 120,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 40,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

CEMETERY
PLOTS

9 PLOTS
available @ Sterling
White Cemetery
Prime Location.
$1,000 each, 2 for
$1,500 + transfer.
Call
281-380-6735.

            28-2

A/C & APPLIANCE
REPAIR

All Major Brands. In-
Home Service, 20
yrs. experience.
Reparo
electrodomesticos,
todo tipo de
modelos. Call Mario,
713-291-8286.

               1-tfn

SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain l ink, wood
ornamental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

PART
SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

SERVICES

PRINTING &
MAILING
Full Service
Marketing Services.
713-977-2555

               tfn

SERVICESHELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER MANAGING
EDITOR/PUBLISHER

Position available for journalist or
manager with local newspaper.

Experienced in writing, interviewing,
sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Salary
plus benefits. Send letter of interest

to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com

HELP WANTED

ELECTRICIAN
LOOKING FOR
A P P R E N T I C E
E L E C T R I C I A N
SEEKING CAREER.
CONTACT ACE
ELECTRIC AT (281)
328-1066.

27-2

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL NOTICE – RFP #21-02

The Barbers Hill Independent School District is accepting proposals for:

2020 AUTO LIABILITY/SCHOOL LIABILITY INSURANCE

Proposal forms will be available July 20, 2020 on the Barbers Hill ISD website or may picked
up Monday through Thursday between 7 a.m. and 5 p.m. at the BHISD Administration Building
at 9600 Eagle Drive.  Requests for additional information should be emailed to:
kkunk@bhisd.net no later than July 27, 2020 at 11:00 am.

Sealed proposals are to be returned to the BHISD Administration Building on or before 1:30
p.m. on Friday, August 7, 2020.

The school district reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals, waive any
formalities and/or technicalities in the proposal and award the contract to the best proposal
that serves the interests of the district.  The district may negotiate with proposers as deemed
advisable or necessary.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL
NOTICES
APPEAR IN THE
HIGHLANDS
STAR CROSBY
COURIER, AND
THE NORTH
CHANNEL
STAR. CALL
713-266-3444
FOR MORE
INFO.
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✯      C O M M U N I T Y    N E W S   ✯

Barrett Station Homecoming,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MISSING: PLEASE HELP US FIND FILIX
AND BRING HIM HOME

HE WENT MISSING FROM OUR DRIVEWAY
FRIDAY JULY 17, 2020 AROUND NOON

WE LIVE AT THE END OF HARRIS RD. IN HIGHLANDS

IF YOU SEE HIM PLEASE CALL US AT 281-426-8173
THERE IS A REWARD FOR HIS SAFE RETURN

tion Community Develop-
ment Organization, host
of this year’s homecoming
chose to hold all of the
weekly homecoming ac-
tivities, virtually.  And,
the virtual activities pre-
sented to its residents in
the form of Zoom Events
on social media (at the
AllAboutBarrettStation
Facebook page and via
Zoom, together), have
proven quite successful,
with a high rate of view-
er participation (refer-
ence attached flyer for list
of Zoom Events.)

The celebration ended
with an actual parade,
last Saturday --- from
Gulf Pump Road @ FM
2100 and proceeding
south – and ending up at
Riley Chambers Park.
The procession began at
11:00 a.m.  For safety
reasons, the Riley Cham-

“Black Town Matters” painted mural.

Officers also participated at the Barrett Station
Homecoming Parade.

bers Park was closed to
prevent gathering due to
COVID-19.  In accor-
dance with safety mea-
sures as handed down by
local government, all pa-
rade participants were
strongly encouraged to:
practice social distancing,
wear masks and wash

their hands.  This year’s
homecoming theme was
“One Community, One
Voice”

To  emphas i ze  the
town’s participation in
the #BlackTownsMatter
project, the host organi-
zation chose to extend its
Juneteenth celebration

efforts by painting Black
Towns Matter murals on
two of its streets: Coy
Street and Red Oak Ave-
nue.  The latter street
contains the larger mural
that was seen by all par-
ticipants in the parade as
they use said road to ac-
cess the park.  Addition-

ally, the Rev. Frank Joe
Landry was chosen as the
parade’s grand marshal
because he is a sitting
mayor of another histori-

cally African American
town, Old River Winfree,
Texas.  Who better than
to lead the way this year?!

Constable Eagleton holds mask
give-away at Drew Elementary

Precinct 3 Constable Sherman Eagleton with volunteers at his mask give-away program at
Drew Elementary School last Friday. In concert with the Barrett Station Homecoming
Celebration, Eagleton reminds everyone, “Your safety and well-being is our Number one
priority. Together we will get through this.”


