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Heavy voter turnout splits
between parties in polls

Tax losses revise funding
for roadway progress

Taxing revenue in Tex-
as decreased substantially
in 2020, thanks to the pan-
demic.  The source of fund-
ing roads for both TxDOT
and H-GAC is taxes.

Years of finances and
budgeting for future years
are going to be impacted
and how much improve-
ment can be made on local
roadways or how much in-
frastructure can be im-
proved is a stake.

The State Highway
Fund is looking at proba-
bly losing near 20% of state
and federal income next
year, a nearly $3.5 billion

reduction.
Regarding local road

construction such as FM
2100 from north into Cros-
by and other on-going
projects including the FM
1960 expansion and Grand
Parkway connections, “At
this time, all active
projects are moving for-
ward with no impacts.
We’ll know more about im-
pacts to future projects
early next year when the
Comptroller issues his
next budget estimate for
the state, and will adjust
accordingly as we do each
year to develop our 10-year

Unified Transportation
Program. This 10-year
project planning document
allows us to adjust with
respect to any revenue in-
creases or decreases.” said
Danny Perez, Public Infor-
mation Officer for Texas
Dept. of Transportation
(TxDOT)- Houston Dis-
trict.

TxDOT and H-GAC are
investigating needs along
the region’s most traveled
roads to establish a triage
to see where spending is

See Roadway Progress,
page 6

See VOTING, page 6

Without a clue concern-
ing the Presidential candi-
dacy except a substantial
lead by the incumbent in
key toss up states and a
lead by the challenger in
projected electorial votes
local elections are monoto-
nously slow on Tuesday
night.

Locally, Precinct 3 Con-
stable Sherman Eagleton
has maintained a comfort-
able 60% to 39% lead over
Andre Hines all night.

With less than half of
the votes to count in Har-
ris County John Cornyn
seems off to a fourth term
in the US Senate by over

8% over Democrat M.J.
Hagar.

Keeping the House seat
for the local District 36, Re-
publican Incumbent Brian
Babin was about 62% in
Harris County over Dem.
Rashad Lewis. That Turns
to 80% to 19% in Chambers
County in favor of Babin.
New face in the Republican

Party in the House, Dan
Crenshaw a War on Terror
veteran won by over 10%
over Sima Ladjevardian,
who immigrated from Iran.
Also in the US House Race,
District 29 was won by
Dem. Sylvia Garcia about
71% to 27% for Rep. Jaimy
Blanco.

Incumbent Democrat
Kim Ogg has a nine per-
cent lead over Mary Nan
Huffman for District Attor-
ney.

Sheriff Ed Gonzalez
leads Republican Joe Dan-
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281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide,

Hospice Services
*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

Houston Health Department
COVID-10 Test Sites Nov. 2 thru 7

HARRIS COUNTY —
Harris County has issued
a new $40 million COV-
ID-19 relief fund to help
residents in need during
the pandemic that will be
administered by Houston
Catholic Charities.

It’s set to open on Mon-
day, Nov. 2, and will ac-
cept applications through
Friday, Nov. 6.

The program will pro-
vide one-time payments
of $1,200 to up to 33,333
families struggling with
financial hardships relat-
ed to COVID-19.

The payments will be
d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  t w o
rounds. The first round is
already underway and is
assisting families who
applied, but did not re-
ceive help from the coun-
ty’s coronavirus relief
program launched earlier

Harris County makes
$1,200 in COVID-19
relief money available

Crosby Superintendent
unveils district’s finances

CROSBY – The status of
Crosby ISD in recovery
from the state of financial
exegency was recently re-
vealed by Superintendent
Dr. Scott Davis.

“The With the adoption
of the fiscal year 2020 au-
dit, Crosby ISD now sits at
the TEA minimum recom-
mendation for fund bal-
a n c e  t o t a l s .  T E A
recommends an unas-
signed fund balance of 15%
of the current year’s expen-
diture budget.  Crosby’s
unassigned fund balance is
now sitting at 19.78% of
our 2020-2021 expenditure
budget.  TEA also recom-
mends a total fund balance
of 25% of the current year’s
expenditure budget.  Cros-
by’s total fund balance now
sits at 26.42% of the 2020-
2021 expenditure budget.
The conservative budget
approach and goal of living
within our means has, in
concert with assistance
from HB3 funding, come
together with the collective
will of the school board and
staff to get us to this posi-
tive and healthy financial
position. ”

Some questioned how
the school’s audit might
come out this year, Davis
addressed this also.

“The 2020 audit had no
findings, errors, or concern
with the financial position
of Crosby ISD.  This now
finds Crosby ISD with two
years of positive and im-
proving audits.  Recent
conversations with bond
rating agencies and bond
disclosure groups also find
that the finance world
agrees with the positive fi-
nancial improvement and
position with changes from
negative outlooks to posi-
tive outlooks as Crosby
ISD seeks to refund bonds
in an effort to save over
$15 million in interest over
the life of the bonds.”

This school year has
been especially challeng-
ing for most school district-
to maintain enrollment
and keep up with changing
pandemic requirements.

“Despite the challenges
of education in a COVID
environment, Crosby ISD
has only seen a decrease of
1.6% in enrollment from
this time last school year.
We still have 6331 stu-
dents attending Crosby
ISD.  The majority of that
decrease can be found in
parents of Pre-K and Kin-
dergarten students whose
parents have chosen to
keep their students at
home for one more year
while we all learn to live
with COVID in our society.
We have also seen our
numbers of face-to-face
students grow from 39% to
58% from the first nine
weeks to the second nine
weeks.  Our health, safe-
ty, and cleaning efforts
have helped Crosby ISD
keep our active COVID
cases low after an initial
rise when we all came back
to face-to-face. Honestly,
that was to be expected as
everyone had largely been
apart since Spring Break
last school year.  Now, we
are working to maintain
academic rigor and contact
with our students in both

instructional settings.  Our
parents and staff have
worked together well to
navigate these uncharted
territories with remote in-
struction.  Our first nine-
week failure rates for
students did increase from
the same grading periods
in 2019-2020, but our
teachers are tirelessly
working to reach out to
students in remote set-
tings to help them succeed.
As an educator for 28
years, it will always be bet-
ter for the majority of stu-
dents to attend school
face-to-face with teachers
whenever that is possible
and practical.  I respect
parents’ decisions to keep
kids home during this pan-
demic, but whenever pos-
sible, it is more productive
for the majority of students
to come to campuses.”

Davis had a word for his
fel low workers in the
school district.

“I am most proud of our
teachers and other support
staff.  Truly, these last
months have been some-
thing out of our wildest
imaginations!  While we
used to only speak of grit,
determination, and perse-
verance, our amazing dis-
t r i c t  e m p l o y e e s  n o w
display those traits on a
daily basis. We are hum-
bled to work for those he-
roes and support them as
they continue to make pos-
itive differences in the
lives of our wonderful stu-
dents.  This is why Crosby
ISD exists.  We absolutely
had to address the finan-
cial problems, but now that
those difficulties have been
addressed and we are mov-
ing positively forward.  We
can re-engage the lion+fs
share of the focus to mov-
ing Crosby ISD into the fu-
ture with confidence and
great possibility.”

CROSBY ISD
SUPERINTENDENT
SCOTT DAVIS

this summer.
The second “public”

round begins on Monday
when anyone can apply.

The money can be used
for any type of emergen-
cy expense, such as hous-
i n g ,  f o o d ,  u t i l i t i e s ,
healthcare, childcare and
transportation.

Families can apply on
their own without cooper-
ation from a landlord or
anyone else.

“Thousands of families
across Harris County
have struggled to over-
come the  financial dam-
age from COVID-19,” said
Harris County Judge
Lina Hidalgo. “While this
relief will not reach ev-
eryone who needs it, we
must do everything in our
power to help those who
a r e  v u l n e r a b l e  p u l l
through.”

The fund is entirely
need-based, and the mon-
ey will be distributed
equally across the coun-
ty’s four precincts.

Harris County resi-
dents living inside the
city of Houston will not be
excluded.

Applicants may apply
o n l i n e  a t
CatholicCharitiesHelp.org
starting Nov. 2.

Since the application
process requires appli-
cants to upload docu-
ments, all applications
must be submitted on-
line. For those who want
help or who have ques-
tions may call the hotline
at 832-990-1318 Monday
through Saturday be-
tween 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

CONGRATULATIONS
To Alexia Perez of
Crosby,
who won Free Tickets to
the Texas Renaissance
Festival.
You can win too. Just
send us a photo reading
this newspaper.
See information
on Page 7,
and enter the Drawing.

Houston Health Depart-
ment, partners announce free
COVID-19 testing schedule
for week of November 2

HOUSTON - The Houston
Health Department and its
agency partners are announc-
ing the schedule for sites of-
fering free COVID-19 tests
the week of November 2,
2020. The week will offer 13
free testing sites across Hous-
ton, including three mega
sites.

Houston Health Depart-
ment The Houston Health
Department, in partnership
with the U. S. Department of
Health and Human Services
and the State of Texas, will
offer testing (self nasal swab)
at its Southwest Multi-Ser-
vice Center, 6400 High Star
Drive. The site has a 1,250
daily test capacity and will
open 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Mon-
day through Saturday.

Appointments are avail-
able at
doineedacovid19test.com. On-
site registration is also avail-
able.

The department also offers
free drive-thru testing (self
nasal swab) at the Aramco
Services Company, 9009 W.
Loop South. The mega testing
site will open Monday,
Wednesday, Friday and Sat-
urday from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
and Tuesday and Thursday
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. It re-
mains open until reaching
daily capacity of 1,000 tests.

People wanting to get test-
ed at the Aramco site can call
the departmentís COVID-19
Call Center at 832-393-4220
between 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. to
receive an access code.

The department will offer
drive thru or walk up testing
(self nasal swab) at Park
Place Regional Library, 8145
Park Place Blvd., November
3-7 from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
or until reaching capacity of
250 tests per day. The site
does not require an appoint-
ment.

Walk up testing (self nasal
swab) is available without an
appointment at Clark Com-

munity Center, 9718 Clark
Rd., November 4-6 from 10
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. or until
reaching capacity of 250 tests
per day.

The department will pro-
vide (self nasal swab) testing
at the METRO Addicks Park
& Ride, 14230 Katy Freeway,
and the Multicultural Center,
951 Tristar Drive, city of Web-
ster. Appointments are avail-
able by calling the
departmentís call center at
832-393-4220.

Texas Division of Emer-
gency Management Texas Di-
vision of Emergency
Management (TDEM) and
the Houston Astros offer free
COVID-19 tests (self oral
swab) daily at Minute Maid
Park (Lot C), 2208 Preston.
The testing siteís capacity is
1,200 tests per day.

The site features evening
hours twice a week, eight
drive-thru testing lanes and
four walk-up testing lanes. It
opens 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Satur-
day through Wednesday and
from 12 p.m. to 8 p.m. Thurs-
day and Friday. Spanish-
speaking staff is available
on-site.

Visit texas.curativeinc.com
to set an appointment or ob-
tain more information. On-
site registration is also
available.

TDEM and the depart-
ment will also operate drive-
thru testing sites (self oral
swab) Monday through Satur-
day at:

HCC - Northeast Campus,
555 Community College
Drive, and HCC - South Cam-
pus, 1990 Airport Blvd. Ap-
pointments are required,
available at
texas.curativeinc.com.

TDEM and the depart-
ment offer weekday testing
(nasal swab by healthcare
professional) at LeRoy Crump
Stadium, 12321 Alief Clodine
Rd. Appointments are re-
quired, available by visiting
covidtest.tdem.texas.gov.

United Memorial Medical

Center United Memorial
Medical Center (UMMC) will
offer weekday testing (nasal
swab by healthcare profes-
sional) at drive-thru test sites
at:

Plaza Americas Mall, 7500
Bellaire Blvd., Houston Com-
munity College - Southeast,
6815 Rustic, and UMMC Tid-
well, 510 W. Tidwell Rd.  The
sites donít require appoint-
ments and offer testing from
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. or until reach-
ing daily capacity of 300 tests.

People needing informa-
tion about UMMC test sites
can call 1-866-333-COVID or
visit ummcscreening.com.

Federally Qualified Health
Centers The health depart-
ment is providing test kits,
lab access and equipment to
local Federally Qualified
Health Centers (FQHC) so
they can expand their COV-
ID-19 testing capacity. The
centers and phone numbers
people can call to set up test-
ing appointments are:

HOPE Clinic, 713-773-
0803 Spring Branch Commu-
nity Health Center,
713-462-6565 El Centro de
Corazon, 713-660-1880 Ave-
nue 360 Health and Wellness,
713-426-0027 Lone Star Cir-
cle of Care at the University
of Houston, 346-348-1200,
and Scarsdale Family Health
Center, 281-824-1480. FQHC
patients pay what they can
afford, based on income and
family size, and are not de-
nied services due to inability
to pay or lack of insurance.

The department and its
agency partners may shift lo-
cations and schedules of test
sites to better meet commu-
nity needs. Houstonians can
visit HoustonEmergency.org/
covid19 for current Houston
testing sites and information
about stopping the spread of
the virus.

Information obtained
through testing, treatment or
services will not be used
against immigrants in their
public charge evaluation.
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Large election turnout votes Republican

BAYTOWN — (October
30, 2020) — Getting a
restful night’s sleep is an
accomplishment worth
celebrating for many
people suffering with a
sleep disorder. In addition
to being a drain on
quality of life, these
disorders may also pose
serious health threats.

Blood pressure usually
falls during sleep, but
interrupted sleep can
lead to high blood
pressure, according to the
National Sleep Founda-
tion. “Sleep disorders are
linked to a greater risk of
heart attack, stroke,
irregular heartbeat and
heart failure,” said Dr.
Skantha Manjunath, a
board-certified pulmo-
nologist and sleep
disorders specialist at
Houston Methodist
Baytown Hospital.

Insufficient sleep also
impairs the body’s ability
to use insulin, which can
lead to diabetes. In
addition, it can affect the
amount of a hormone
linked to obesity that’s
secreted, increasing the
chance for weight gain.
Daytime drowsiness
increases the risk for
accidents at work and on
the road.

Common Sleep Disor-
ders

Sleep apnea. People
with sleep apnea experi-
ence pauses in breathing
while asleep that last
from several seconds to
more than a minute.
These may occur five to
30 or more times an hour,
and are often associated
with loud snoring. Apnea
sufferers sometimes gasp,
snort or make a choking
sound when breathing
resumes. The breathing
disruptions interfere with
the deepest and most
restorative levels of sleep.

Restless legs syn-
drome (RLS). If you

have this disorder, you
may not notice it, but
your bed partner does.
RLS causes unpleasant
crawling, prickling,
burning or tingling
sensations in the legs and
feet when at rest and an
almost irresistible urge to
move them for relief. RLS
can make it difficult to
fall asleep and stay
asleep.

Narcolepsy. A person
with narcolepsy is likely
to become drowsy or to
fall asleep at inappropri-
ate times and places.
These “sleep attacks” can
last from several seconds
to more than 30 minutes
and may occur even if the
person has had a normal
amount of nighttime
sleep.

Insomnia. Almost
everyone has occasional
insomnia, which is
marked by difficulty
falling or staying asleep
or waking up too early.
Stress, jet lag, tempera-
ture extremes, noise and
medication side effects
are common problems. If
insomnia is chronic
(occurring most nights
and lasting a month or
longer), one of the sleep
disorders listed above or
some other underlying
condition may be the
cause.

Schedule a Sleep Study

The Houston Method-
ist Sleep Center at
Baytown is located in a
new facility at 4201
Garth Rd. (Independent
Plaza 1), suite 112. The

state-of-the-art larger
space is staffed by
experienced, registered
polysomnography
technologists and fea-
tures a quiet, four-bed
facility for conducting
sleep studies. Each room
is designed much like a
comfortable bedroom,
featuring soft, ambient
lighting, a television,
sound insulation and
queen-sized beds.

 The rooms feature
carbon dioxide level
monitoring, negative air
pressure systems—which
trap potentially contami-
nated droplets in a
specially designed air
filtration system to
prevent spread—and
private bathrooms. Wi-Fi
and snacks are also
provided.

Houston Methodist
Baytown Hospital is
taking every necessary
precaution during the
coronavirus pandemic to
keep you and our staff
members safe. During the
COVID-19 pandemic, we
are:

• Screening all
patients, ensuring only
those without COVID-19
symptoms are seen in the
office

• Wearing masks and
personal protective
equipment (PPE) while
providing patient care

• Reorganizing waiting
rooms and check-in lines
to ensure social distanc-
ing

• Implementing
additional sanitation
processes to disinfect all
equipment and surfaces

If you or a loved one sus-
pects the presence of a sleep
disorder, make an appoint-
ment with a sleep specialist
at Houston Methodist Bay-
town Hospital by visiting
houstonmethodist.org/bay-
town or calling 281-428-
4510.

Calling all local
photographers, the
Jones Public Library
needs YOU!

The library is
updating the artwork in
our Texas Room, and we
need your help!

The library will be
hosting a photography
contest throughout the
months of November
and December to
choose the 7 new
images to be displayed
in the Texas Room.

Those wishing to
enter should submit a
black and white
photograph to the
library between
November 1st -
November 15th

via email to:
jonespubliclibrary@daytontx.org

By Jackie Lasater

As many of you know,
we are experiencing a dra-
matic surge in a feral hog
invasion in Beach City and
the surrounding area.
These animals are causing
millions of dollars of dam-
age each year all over Tex-
as so it’s not just a local
problem.

I have spoken to Sher-
riff Hawthorn about this
and to get clarification on
questions that I have been
getting from citizens.

One common question
is, “is it legal to shoot these
hogs on your own proper-
ty. Technically, the answer
is yes because Texas does

From Mayor Lasater:
I would like to take this

opportunity to express my
gratitude to the members
of the Beach City Volun-
teer Fire Department for
their dedication and ser-
vice to our community.

Sometimes we forget
that they are unpaid vol-
unteers that are on call 24/
7 to serve our community
and willing to risk their
own safety and well being
for the benefit of others.
Not to mention that a fire
can occur at any moment
or day of the week. Middle

Sleep Disorders May Lead
to Serious Conditions

DR. SKANTHA
MANJUNATH

Beach City: Hogs Gone Wild!
not require a hunting li-
cense for feral hogs and
Beach City does not have
an ordinance against dis-
charging a firearm on your
property.

If you live in a subdivi-
sion, there is more than
likely a restriction on fire-
arm discharge by the HOA.
I strongly urge you NOT to
attempt to shoot the hogs.
There are significant risks
of unintended consequenc-
es, that can result in crim-
inal charges including
possible felony charges, if
persons or property are on
the receiving end of a mis-
guided or ricocheted Bul-
let.

The County is address-

ing this issue with numer-
ous traps and soon will be
installing multi-hog traps
on TGS property.

If you are experiencing
hogs on your property, con-
tact Gilbert Phillips at
409-267-2500 and hopeful-
ly he can get a trap in your
area. If you put up traps
yourself (this is a good
idea) and have trapped a
hog you can call the Sher-
iffs office and they will
come out and relocate the
animal for you. Please un-
derstand that these hogs
reproduce at a very high
rate and this problem will
take some time to get un-
der control.

Mayor thanks the
BCVFD fire dept.

See BCVFD, page 6

of the night and holidays
are not uncommon.

As you know, 2020 has
been a very tumultuous
year with the COVID-19
pandemic and the Fire De-
partment has not been ex-
empt. The Barrow Ranch
Poker Run/Car Show/Auc-
tion has become the
BCVFD’s largest fund rais-
er collecting approximate-
ly $25,000 last year. This
years event had to be can-
celed due to COVID-19,
thus negatively impacting

See Dayton photos, p.6

CHAMBERS COUNTY
– Voters turned out in
large numbers early and
on election day, and as pre-
dicted the vote tally was
strongly in favor of Repub-
lican candidates.

A total of 21,641 people
went to the polls, with
18,18l2 voting early and
2,573 voting on Election
Day November 3. This
amounted to 70% of the
registered voters. The
large turnout indicated the

intense interest in the na-
tional race for president,
between Donald Trump
and Joe Biden.

In Chambers County,
almost all winning Repub-
lican candidates got about
80% of the vote, compared
with their Democratic op-
ponent.

Incumbent candidate
Donald Trump got 17,343
votes, or 80%, versus Joe
Biden’s 3,997 or 20% of the
Chambers County vote.

In other positions, John
Cornyn topped M.J. Hegar
by the same percentage for
the U.S. Senate, and for
U.S. Representative Dis-
trict 36 Brian Babin won
over Rashad Lewis. These
totals are for the county
only, and final results for
the whole state, and na-
tion, are still being tallied
at press time.

Also in Chambers Coun-
ty, for Railroad Commis-
s i o n e r  J i m  W r i g h t

defeated Chrysta Castene-
da, incumbent Nathan
Hecht was reelected Chief
Justice of the Texas Su-
preme Court.

State Senator Brandon
Creighton defeated Jay
Stittelburg, and Mayes
Middleton won over Jeff
Antonelli.

Running unopposed
were District Attorney
Cheryl Swope Lieck, Coun-
ty Attorney Scott Peal,
Sheriff Brian Hawthorne,

and Tax Assessor-Collec-
tor Denise Hutter.

For County Commis-
sioner, Pct. 1 Jimmy Gore
was elected, and Pct. 3
Tommy Hammond. Con-
stables running unopposed
and elected were Pct. 1
Dennis Dugat, Pct.2 John
Mulryan, Pct. 3 Donnie
Standley, Pct. 4 Ben Bean
Jr., Pct. 5 Bradley Moon,
and Pct. 6 Kirk Ritch.
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Chris Cobler

✯

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

It’s not just Election Day
any longer

“Early Snow”
This has been a year

that defies explanations.
I spoke with my parents

a week or so ago. We have
used Zoom and other types
of video to communicate
but, more often than not, I
just call up my dad, he puts
me on speaker, and we chat
as we always have.

My parents were about
to go skiing.  They live in
the north, but they don’t
live on the North Pole. It
was much too early to
cross-country ski, but
they’d had an early snow
and my mom decided they
should give it a try.

“You know what is going
to happen,” I told them.

“Uh-huh,” my dad said.
“First the snow is going

to stick to the bottom of
your skis, then the leaves
are going to stick,” I told
them. “You are going to be
stuck in place!” I felt like
the voice of doom, truth-
telling to my very experi-
enced 80-some-year-old
parents.

“Yeah,” my mother ad-
mitted, “I’m sure you’re
right!” I could tell this
would not deter her for a
minute.

My husband, Peter, and
I were preparing for a vis-
it from my former brother-
in-law, Jason. This is the
first visitor we’ve had in
eight months and his visit
precipitated a lot of house-
cleaning. There are places
we just don’t get around to
cleaning until we are con-
fronted with the prospect
of company.

“The baseboards in the
bathroom were filthy!” Pe-
ter informed me.

“Your desk is covered in
dust!” I told him.

We cleaned places we
hadn’t looked at closely in
three-quarters of a year so
that we could entertain
Jason, who spent almost
the entire time on our pa-
tio, which Peter swept for
the occasion. Peter made
his famous enchiladas, and
I made my Aunt Betty’s
apple squares, and it was
a lovely evening. Peter
built a fire and we sat
around and talked until
much later than I usually
stay up.

Jason’s father, my
former father-in-law, is 94
and failing and Jason is
driving all the way from
California to Wisconsin to
see him—even though he
knows he’ll have to visit
his father through a win-
dow, even though he’ll have
to drive through a lot of ill-
ness and some early win-
ter storms to get there.

“I didn’t think I was go-
ing!” Jason told me, just
before he left. He sounded
a little surprised.

But he ended up renting
a car and is driving to see
his dad, who now weighs
only 100 pounds, who may
or may not recognize him
when he gets there, and
who is no longer able to
converse.

“I wasn’t going to go,”
Jason repeated. “But now
I’m going.”

For quite a while, I’ve
been trying to let go of ex-
pectations. People say that
holding too tightly to our
expectations only leads to
unhappiness, but I’ve al-
ways had a hard time let-
ting them go. I like the idea
that I have some idea of
where my life is headed
and what is going to hap-
pen next.

A few hours after I
spoke with my parents, I
saw a photo posted on Fa-
cebook of my mom on her
skis in the woods. Their
house was nowhere in
sight so they must have
made it some distance. I’m
sure it wasn’t great ski-
ing—but that wasn’t real-
ly the point, was it?

If this year has taught
me anything, it’s that may-
be I need to let go of some
of my expectations of how
things work. This isn’t the
year for them.

I looked again at the
photo of my mom. She’s
skiing in the early snow
and smiling.

Till next time,
Carrie
Carrie Classon’s mem-

oir is called, “Blue Yarn.”
Learn more at
CarrieClasson.com.

COUNTY
CONNECTION

Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo

✯

Harris County, you never fail to impress.
Across the country, people are buzzing about
the incredible numbers of voters we have had
during our early vote period. By the time
early voting shut down last Friday after 18
days,1,435,221 (or 57.85% of registered
voters) had cast their ballots. That is well
beyond the total number of voters for each of
the entire 2016 and 2018 elections! You have
come through this election season by volun-
teering to help folks register, working the
polls, and generally offering one another the
support and encouragement we all need to
believe that we can make a difference. We are
a strong, resilient, and driven community
and we are determined to have our voices
heard, both within Texas and across the
country. I have never been more proud of our
residents and our tireless poll workers who
are making this incredible movement of civic
participation happen.

And while you all are showing up for this
election like never before, Harris County
government has been working harder than
ever before to make your voting experience
what you need it to be. We are bending over
backwards to make sure that our polls are
safe for you to visit — by offering masks,
hand sanitizer, wipes, and finger coverings,
and ensuring social distancing. We tripled
the number of early vote locations and
worked with partners to open large accessible
venues such as the Toyota Center, NRG, and
BBVA Stadium. For the first time, we offered
drive-thru voting and had a day in which
polls were open 24 hours. We are doing
everything we can to make the voting process
what it should be — safe, secure, and accessi-
ble so that every eligible resident can confi-
dently exercise their right to vote, and in the
middle of a global pandemic, no less.

Tomorrow, November 3rd, is election day,
your final day to vote. So many of you have
already cast your ballots in this election, but,
for those who haven’t, please don’t miss this
chance to make history. If you requested a
mail-in ballot, please drop it off at the coun-
ty’s mail ballot drop-off location at NRG
Park. If you’re voting in person, I promise it
will be as painless as possible. I know you
won’t let your county or your country down.

It’s never been easier or more important.
Make a plan, make it happen, change our
future — Vote!

Abrazos,

Lina Hidalgo

Applause for our Voters
and Poll Workers

For most Texans, Elec-
tion Day is a misnomer.

More Texans voted ear-
ly this year than cast their
ballots during all of the
2016 general election.
Many more voted early
than went to the polls on
Election Day.

A record 9.7 million peo-
ple, or 57% of registered
voters, completed their civ-
ic duty during the extend-
ed early voting period of
Oct. 13-30, or by mail, ac-
cording to the Texas Secre-
tary of State.

Voters don’t register by
party in Texas, so political
pundits could only specu-
late about whether the
record early turnout fa-
vored either Democrats or
Republicans. Either way,
the intense voter interest
is unquestioned. When fi-
nal election results are in,
the state’s percentage of
registered voters who cast
ballots was expected to
surpass 60% for the first
time since the early 1990s.

20 YEARS OF DEATHS
DAILY ON TEXAS ROADS

Texas is approaching a
deadly milestone that the
Texas Department of
Transportation is working
to prevent.

The last deathless day
on Texas roads was Nov. 7,
2000. Through its cam-
paign #EndTheStreak, Tx-
DOT is trying to stop 20
consecutive years of daily
deaths on Texas roads.
During that time, more
than 70,000 people have
died.

An average of 10 people
die every day in crashes in
the state.

“This is so horrific.
Come on Texas! We can do
better!” said Dr. Beverly
Thompson Kuhn of the
Texas A&M Transporta-
tion Institute.

A&M STUDY ANALYZES
MEDICAID EXPANSION

The state of Texas could
deal with part of its loom-
ing budget shortfall by ex-
panding Medicaid
coverage, according to Re-
publican Rep. Lyle Larson

of San Antonio.
Larson’s position, en-

dorsed by the Texas Medi-
cal Association, came in
response to a new Texas
A&M study that Medicaid
expansion would bring the
state about $5.4 billion
from the federal govern-
ment. Texas is one of 12
states that have chosen to
not participate in Medicaid
expansion under the Af-
fordable Care Act.

Most state Republicans
strongly oppose the Afford-
able Care Act, which is go-
ing before the U.S.
Supreme Court.

“As we address the bud-
get shortfall in the next
session, we should serious-
ly consider accessing fed-
eral Medicaid funding,”
Larson tweeted. “This re-
cently released study
shows Texas is losing out
on $5.4 billion while 38
other states are taking the
federal dollars.”

NEW LAW PROTECTS
BREASTFEEDING MOTHERS

Women are allowed to
pump breast milk any-
where in public, the Texas
Comptroller’s Office re-
minded the public in its
latest issue of “Tax Policy
News.”

A bill passed in the last
legislative session aims to
make it clear for business-
es and employers that
breast pumping in public is
allowed just as breastfeed-
ing already was under Tex-

as law.
Texas Health and Hu-

man Services offers sup-
port for breastfeeding
mothers. The Texas Lacta-
tion Support Hotline num-
ber is 855-550-6667.

BUTTERFLIES ARE FREE;
LICENSE PLATE IS $30

You can soon buy a Tex-
as license plate that floats
like a butterfly, or at least
appears to do so.

The Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department re-
cently announced the win-
ner of its newest
conservation license plate
design. The public selected
its favorite monarch but-
terfly design through an
online survey.

Proceeds from the sale
of the plates go to help con-
serve monarch butterflies
and other at-risk, non-
game species native to Tex-
as. To be notified when the
plates go on sale in March,
sign up at http://bit.ly/ TP-
WDEmailNotification.

All conservation special-
ty plates cost $30 a year,
with $22 going to the parks
and wildlife agency.

CHANGES PROPOSED TO
SEXUAL ASSAULT LAWS

Look for laws regarding
sexual assault to change in
the upcoming legislative
session.

The Sexual Assault Sur-
vivors’ Task Force has is-
sued its first report to the
Texas Legislature. The
group began meeting ear-
lier this year after being
created by the passage of
House Bill 1590 during the
2019 session.

The report includes 11
policy recommendations
for the upcoming legisla-
tive session. A few of those:

• Remove law enforce-
ment’s ability to decline
forensic medical examina-
tions for sexual assaults
reported within 120 hours
and clarify language per-
taining to law enforce-
ment’s ability to decline
forensic medical examina-
tions outside of 120 hours.

• Require law enforce-
ment to complete the Of-
fice of the Attorney
General’s Law Enforce-
ment Request for Sexual
Assault Exam form for ev-
ery sexual assault that is
reported to them.

• Require that a foren-
sic medical exam be offered
to all children who report
a sexual assault, including
cases reported more than
120 hours post-assault.

• Remove the word “al-
leged” when referencing a
sexual assault or other sex
offense.

One-third of adult Tex-
ans, or 6.3 million people,
have experienced sexual
assault at some point in
their lives, according to a
2015 study by the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin’s
Institute on Domestic Vio-
lence and Sexual Assault.

Chris Cobler is a board
member and past president
of the Freedom of Informa-
tion Foundation of Texas.
He welcomes email at
ccobler@texaspress.com.
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BY

MIKE KEENEY

Clemson visits ND in meeting of the top five teams;
Texans return from Bye week with trip to Jacksonville

It’s been a tough season
thus far for Texas’ two pro-
fessional football teams.

The Texans lost six of
their first seven games and
return from their bye week
with a trip to Jacksonville to
take on the only team they
have beaten so far this sea-
son. Up I-45, the Dallas
Cowboys entered the 2020
season with Super Bowl as-
pirations, but have looked
anything but a SB contend-
er. After losing quarterback
Dak Prescott to a horrible
ankle injury, head coach
Mike McCarthy turned to
former Cincinnati starting
QB Andy Dalton to lead the
offense. Dalton was knocked
silly on a cheap shot by
Washington linebacker Jon
Bostic two weeks ago (Bos-
tic was rightfully ejected
from the game) and might
be able to return this week
for a home date against
Pittsburgh. Dallas has been
decimated by injuries, espe-
cially on offense where
they’ve lost both starting
tackles and Prescott. On de-
fense, Dallas is horrendous.
I mean, when you give up 25
points to Washington you
know you have issues.

Many are already calling
for McCarthy to be one and
done and for owner Jerry
Jones to clean house. We
shall see.

Things could get ugly at
AT&T Stadium on Sunday
when the Steelers, who look
like the best team in the
league at the moment, come
calling with their high-pow-
ered offense and stifling de-
fense.

In college action, all eyes
will be on South Bend, IN on
Saturday when No. 1-
ranked Clemson visits No.
4-ranked Notre Dame. This
will be both teams first real
test as both have had a rel-
atively easy go of it thus far
in the 2020 season. Clemson
QB Tyler Lawrence, a Heis-
man Trophy candidate, will

face a ND defense that has
allowed 9.8 points per game
in its first five games. But
that unit will get its first
real test against Lawrence
and his host of playmakers.

In Big 12 action, Oklaho-
ma State travels to Manhat-
tan to face Kansas State
with first place in the league
at stake. Both entered their
games last week undefeat-
ed in the conference. OSU
hosted Texas last week and
KSU took on West Virginia.

In high school action, four
of Aldine ISD’s five varsity
teams will have their bye
weeks. The only District 14-
6A game will feature West-
field visiting Nimitz in
Thorne Stadium.

Before we check out this
weekend’s games, let’s re-
view last weeks record. A 6-
4 week brought the season
record to 47-27 (64%).

Now, onto this week’s
game.

NCAA

Houston at Cincinnati:
Dale Holgerson’s Cougars
hit the road to take on a very
good Cincinnati team in an
important American Athlet-
ic game. Two weeks ago, the
Coogs picked up a nice road
win at Navy as quarterback
Clayton Tune (319 yards, 2
TDs) led the way to a 37-21
victory. Tune has a talented
receiver to throw to in Mar-
queze Stevenson (5 recep-
tions, 118 yards, 1 TD).
Stevenson is also a danger-
ous return man. The Bear-
cats are a solid bunch on
both sides of the ball. Cinci

is led by quarterback Des-
mond Ridder (597 yards, 6
TDs) and running back Ger-
rid Doaks (145 yards, 4
TDs). I think UH hangs
around in this one, but look
for the Cincinnati defense to
be the difference maker in
this one. My pick, Cincinnati
31, Houston 26

Clemson at Notre
Dame: The Game of the
Week in college football pits
Lawrence’s (848 yards, 7
TDs) Tigers against Ian
Book’s (719 yards, 4 TDs)
Fighting Irish in a nation-
ally televised game on NBC.
Lawrence is not a one-man
team. He has plenty of tal-
ent around him like running
back Travis Etienne
(243 yards, 2 TDs) and wide
receiver Amari Rodgers (12
receptions, 206 yards, 3
TDs). ND has been winning
with a strong ground game
and a stifling defense, as ev-
idenced by the 9.8 points per
game they’ve allowed in
their first five games. The
ND defense will get its first
real test of the season. I
think Lawrence and Co. will
be too much for ND on Sat-
urday, but I expect these two
will meet in the ACC title
game in December. My pick,
Clemson 26, Notre Dame 24

Texas A&M at South
Carolina: Jimbo Fisher’s
Aggies can’t afford to look
past the Gamecocks when
they hit the road on Satur-
day. Sure, SC lost three of its
first five games, but they did
defeat Auburn at home
three weeks ago and quar-
terback Collin Hill (502
yards, 3 TDs) is a playmak-

er. Aggie QB Kellen Mond
(507 yards, 4 TDs) must pro-
tect the football and make
plays with his arm and legs.
He can count on running
back Isaiah Spiller (142
yards) to lead the way on the
ground. Look for the A&M
defense to put heat on Hill
and force a key turnover or
two. This appears to be Fish-
er’s best team in his first
three years in College Sta-
tion and another road win
appears to be in the offing.
My pick, Texas A&M 27,
South Carolina 17

NFL

Green Bay at San
Francisco: A good one for
Thursday Night Football
pits Aaron Rodgers and the
explosive Green Bay offense
against a San Francisco
team that is beginning to
play well on defense and
doing just enough on offense
to get back in the NFC West
race and playoff hunt. Two
weeks ago, Rodgers () 1,497
yard, 17 TDs) threw four
touchdown passes to lead
the Packers to a 35-20 win
over the Texans. The 49ers
also cruised to a win at New
England as quarterback
Jimmy Garoppolo and the
defense routed New En-
gland, 33-6. GB wide receiv-
er Davante Adams (30
receptions, 388 yards, 5 TDs)
had a big day with 13 catch-
es for 196 yards. Rodgers
should have his to No. 1 run-
ning back return for this one
as Aaron Jones (374 yards,
4 TDs) after missing the
Houston game with a mild
calf strain. Rodgers will
need him as he takes on a
49ers defense that has been
hit hard by injuries, but
thanks to a wealth of depth,
the defense has barely
missed a beat. The Packers
aren’t a great defensive
team, but they should make
some plays against Garop-
polo. My pick, Green Bay 26,

San Francisco 20
Houston at Jackson-

ville: The Texans return
from their bye week with a
trip to Jacksonville to face
the only team they have
beaten this season. Quarter-
back Deshaun Watson
(1,401 yards, 8 TDs) should
have a big day against the
Jags. He threw for 300 yards
or more in three straight
games heading into the bye
and appears to be getting
more comfortable with wide
receivers Brandin Cooks,
Will Fuller and Randall
Cobb. The Jags have also
struggled this year, but did
put up 29 points two weeks
ago in a loss at Los Angeles.
Look for Watson to have a
big day against a suspect
Jacksonville secondary as
the Texans pick up win No.
2 on the season. My pick,
Houston 33, Jacksonville 26

Baltimore at India-
napolis: Lamar Jackson
(769 passing yards, 7 TDs/
235 rushing yards, 1 TD)
visit the Colts on Sunday in
what should be an interest-
ing game. The Colts have
been doing just enough to
remain in the AFC South
race as quarterback Phillip
Rivers (984 yards, 4 TDs)
and rookie running back
Jonathan Taylor (250 yards,
2 TDs) are leading the way
on offense. Both of them will
need to step things up on
Sunday when they face the
ball hawking Ravens de-
fense. The Baltimore de-
fense is adept at forcing
turnovers and Rivers has
had trouble in that depart-
ment thus far this season.
Look for the Ravens defense
to force a turnover or three
to lead Baltimore to a solid
road win. My pick, Balti-
more 26, Indianapolis 23

Pittsburgh at Dallas:
This one cold get ugly early.
Dallas is struggling on both
sides of the ball and who
knows if Dalton will be
cleared from concussion pro-

tocol for this game. He prob-
ably hopes he doesn’t have
to face the blitz-happy Steel-
ers who have one of the top
defenses in the league. The
Dallas offensive line is
struggling, especially at
tackle, so look for T.J. Watt
and his mates to have a
huge day and should come
up with a handful, if not
more, sacks. Offensively,
look for Ben Rothlisberger
(1,446 yards, 13 TDs) to be
the next QB to carve up the
porous Dallas defense. If
Dallas suffers another hu-
miliating defeat, I wonder if
owner Jerry Jones would
pull the plug on Mike Mc-
Carthy. My pick, Pittsburgh
36, Dallas 20

New Orleans at Tampa
Bay: A good one for Sunday
Night Football pits Drew
Brees (1,618 yards, 11 TDs)
against Tom Brady (1,910
yards, 18 TDs). Brees and
running back Alvin Kama-
ra (364 rushing yards, 4
TDs/46 receptions, 460
yards, 3 TDs) will face a very
good TB defense that has
greatly improved since the
first time these two teams
met in Week 1 (a 34-23
Saints win). Sine that game,
the Tampa Bay defense has
been a wrecking crew and on
offense tight end Rob
Gronkowski (22 receptions,
280 yards, 2 TDs) and Brady
are connecting in the pass-
ing game just as they did
when they were teammates
in New England for so many
seasons. As if the Bucs didn’t
have enough weapons with
Gronk, running back Ronald
Jones (506 yards, 4 TDs),
wide receivers Chris Good-
win and Mike Evans, they
went out and added former
Steeler wide out Antonio
Brown to the offense. Look
for Brady and his team-
mates to extract revenge for
that opening season loss at
the Bucs continue their roll.
My pick, Tampa Bay 33,
New Orleans 24

13701 Corpus Christi St.,
Houston, TX  77015

713-455-5100
www.CarterFuneral-

Houston.com

Walter Donald
“Donnie” Ballew, 87,
passed away October
31, 2020 at his home in
Channelview, Texas.
Donnie was born at
home, the third of what
would eventually be
seven children, in 1933,
the depth of the Great
Depression. He grew
up working on a farm
and joined the Navy in
1950 during the Kore-
an war and achieved
the rank of 2nd Class
Petty Officer.  He met
his future wife, Sharon
White, at a drugstore
soda fountain in 1954.
They married in 1956,
were later blessed with
three sons whom they
enjoyed raising in their
community.

Donnie and Sharon
were always together,
and he stayed with her,
never leaving her side
for the rest of his life.
He loved God, and was
a faithful member of
Dell Dale Avenue
Baptist Church.
Donnie was, in every
sense of every word, a
husband, father,
grandfather, brother
and servant of God.

He worked for Armco
Steel for 28 years until
retiring in 1983.
Donnie and Sharon
began Ballew Air and
Heat in 1968 and they
continue to serve the
community faithfully.
His son Bob and
grandson Brian are
carrying on the busi-
ness- serving the
community.  Don was
known as a mentor for
many AC/Heat techni-
cians and gave them a

start by providing
internships.  He
allowed his grandsons
to work during the
summers and these are
times they will cherish
forever.

He was also a
mentor to many of the
men of The Table
Ministry and especially
to his son’s friends who
looked to him as a
father figure.  He was
an avid gardener, an
award-winning bee-
keeper, and enjoyed his
family time.  Donnie
was known to many as
“Poppa” and will be
missed by all who knew
him.

He is preceded in
death by his parents,
Ervin Charles Ballew
and Amelia Word;
brothers, Charles
Thomas “Buddy”
Ballew, Robert Rodney
Ballew and Larry
Word.  He is lovingly
survived by his wife of
64 years, Sharon
Ballew; sons, Bill, Bob
and Ben (the three B’s)
and their wives
Michelle, Janice, and
Kelly; brothers, Gene
Ballew and wife Lorita,
E.C. Ballew; sister,
Charlotte Harling;

grandchildren, Chad
and wife Amanda,
Brian and Catherine,
Tyler and wife Saman-
tha, Zachary and wife
Shelly, Lauren and
fiancé Yoann, Leslie
and husband Zach,
William and wife
Meredith, Matthew,
Mary Catherine and
Nicholas; great-grand-
children, Bailee,
Travis, Morgan and
soon to be born, Paige;
as well as numerous
nephews, nieces,
extended family
members and friends.

Friends are welcome
to join the family for
visitation from 6:00 PM
to 8:00 PM Wednesday,
November 4th.  Funer-
al services officiated by
Pastor Danny Kilcoyne
will be held at 10:00
AM Thursday, Novem-
ber 5, 2020 in the
chapel of Carter-
Conley Funeral Home.
Graveside services
with military honors
provided by the US
Navy will follow at
11:30 AM at San
Jacinto Memorial Park
where he will be laid to
rest under the direction
of Carter-Conley
Funeral Home.

Walter Donald “Donnie” Ballew
  Georgia Kovalcik Snid-

er, 89, of Crosby, Texas
went to be with the Lord
on October 20, 2020.  Geor-
gia was born on February
3, 1931 in Eastgate, Texas
to Emil and Mary (Dlouhy)
Kovalcik.

  She is preceded in
death by her parents; her
husband Leonard Snider
(married 52 years); her
son, Jerry Allen Miller; her
brother, Albert (Big Al)
and wife Alice Jean Koval-
cik, and their sons, Willie
Earl, Albert Lee, and Billy
Ray Kovalcik.  her sister
Mary Michalsky and hus-
band Frank, and their
daughter, Beverly Yelver-
ton and her husband Cly-
de, and their son Frankie
Michalsky; her sister Will-
ie Mae Kovalcik McMahon,
her granddaughter Tyler
McMahon and her grand-
son Michael Turner; her
sister Tonie McMahon and
husband Scottye and their
son Scottye Jr.; her broth-

er-in-law Albert Smith and
his grandson Logan and
son-in-law Hank.

  Georgia is survived by
her grandson Jerry Wayne
Mil ler  and g ir l f r iend
Miranda Kimbrough of
Palest ine,  Texas;  her
grandson Lance Miller and
wife Katerina of Elkhart,
Texas; her sister Rosie
Smith of Melborne, Arkan-
sas; daughter-in-law Ann
Miller (mother of Jerry
Wayne Miller); daughter-
in-law Jamie (mother of
Lance Miller); step-daugh-
ter Raynell Bobo and hus-
band Doyce; her special
caregivers Cathy & Craig
Stasney and Randy & Deb-
bie Foster.  She is also sur-
vived by numerous nieces,
nephews, and other fami-
ly and friends.

Pallbearers are: Jerry
Wayne Miller, David Mc-
Mahon, Donald McMahon,
Brandon Davis, Derek
Guinn, Craig Stasney Jr.,
Chris Stasney, and Shane

Davis.  Honorary pallbear-
ers are Kevin Michalsky,
Emil McMahon Sr., Emil
McMahon Jr., Richard
Mayo, Tim Smith, Randy
Foster, Craig Stasney Sr.,
and Jimmie Michalsky.

Friends are invited to
visit with the family from
1:00 PM to 2:00 PM on
Monday, October 26, 2020
at Sterling White Funeral
Home.  The service will
immediately follow at 2:00
PM with Larry Koslovsky
officiating.  Interment will
follow at Sterling White
Cemetery.  Due to COVID-
19, the family will not be
holding a bereavement
meal.

Georgia Kovalcik Snider

STERLING ~ WHITE
FUNERAL HOME & CEMETERY

281-426-3555

11011 Crosby-Lynchburg Rd.
Highlands, TX 77562
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Art
Gallery
features
Paintings
by Mei
Texas Artisans Art
Gallery in Chappell Hill
is now featuring oil
painting by Mei
Hoffman. Gallery is on
the main street, and
open weekends and
some  weekdays by
appointment. Call 713-
703-3841.

JOB OPENING JOB OPENING

W. Leo Daniels Towers
8826 Harrell Street

(713) 692-8541 Phone
wleodanielstower@allenmgmt.com

FULL-TIME
SOCIAL SERVICE
COORDINATOR

(Experienced)
Monday through Friday

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Contact Ms. Demita Mason

Property Manager

Charges filed in
mid-Crosby bust

CROSBY  The Texas
Department of Public Safe-
ty teamed with the local
Precinct 3 Constable’s Of-
fice to make an arrest on
Miller-Wilson Road last
Tuesday.

According to Precinct 3
Sergeant Torres, the state
police had what is called a
“pocket warrant” for the
man occupying the house
for sale of narcotics.

As black SUV’s sur-
rounded and dispatched
deputies to enter the
house, local traffic came to
a sudden halt near Hare-
Cook Road.

William Hare was found
to be in possession of a
small amount of crystal
methamphetamine, two
bullet proof vests, at least
six firearms when deputies
executed the warrant. It
was activity before the ar-
rest that drew detectives to
obtain the warrant.

William Hare

their fund raising totals
significantly this year.

I invite all of those peo-
ple who support the Bar-
row Ranch event each year
to make a contribution to
the Fire Department any-
way. Any size donation will
be appreciated I’m sure.
You can drop it off at the
City Office and we will
make sure they get it.
Thanks in advance.

Jackey Lasater,
Mayor, Beach City**

Neighbors had been
said to have been wary of
the location prior to the
arrest.

 Hare had been convict-
ed of felonies before this
incident.

Hare was out of jail on
bond before the following
Tuesday.

via social media at our
Facebook page: Jones
Public Library

In person by turning it
in at the front desk.

The submission
window will close on
November 15th at 5:00 PM.

The submission can be
anything, but must tie into
the theme: Community of
Dayton.

If you would like to be
on the selection committee
for the photography contest
you can go to our
Facebook page, website,
or come in person to the
library to fill out a form.

We look forward to
seeing all the incredible
artwork our community has
to offer!

most needed and target
those areas first with in-
coming revenues.

Comptroller Glenn He-
gar let the State know
that, most state tax collec-
tions went down dramati-
cally this summer. His
report referenced sales
taxes and petrochemical
based taxes, mostly how
roadways are funded in
Texas.

Tax collections were
down about 6% over 2019.
Vehicle sales taxes fell
about 20% while fuel tax-
es decreased on average
about 16%. As petrochem-
ical staggered last Spring
and Summer, oil produc-
tion taxes reduced over
55%; and natural gas pro-
duction taxes diminished
by almost 79%.

 H-GAC Transportation
Manager Allie Isbell indi-
cates that agency expects
the shortfall to impact the
next two or three years.

Crosby students learn of the business of construction at a local development in Baytown.

Crosby students learn
of construction jobs

Crosby ISD’s CTE De-
partment and Castle Rock
have entered into a part-
nership to show students
in the Ag Mechanics Pro-
gram firsthand what it is
like to build a home.

Gordon Purchase and
his team from Castle Rock
recently showed the stu-
dents the eleven different
stages that go into con-
structing a quality home
from Castle Rock.  In addi-
tion, he shared with the
CHS CTE students hun-
dreds of different job op-
portunities within the
residential construction

business.  CHS students
also learned about the
types of certifications that
they need in order to ob-
tain a job in the industry.

Crosby ISD’s CTE Coor-
dinator, Jeannie Knierim,
stated, “Our Ag Mechanics
teacher, Mr. Odom and I
were excited to see the Pe-
can Estates by Castle Rock
going up literally in our
backyard.  We knew that it
would be a great opportu-
nity for our students to
watch the project first
hand and see how the
skills they are learning in
Ag Mechanics can help

them find jobs in the in-
dustry that they are inter-
ested in.”

The students in the Ag
Mechanics Program were
very interested in the
project and learned not
only what goes into build-
ing a new home from Stage
0 to Stage 11, but they also
learned about job opportu-
nities in the industry as
well.  Castle Rock and
Crosby ISD are currently
looking into the possibili-
ty of a few students being
able to intern with the
company this coming sum-
mer after they graduate.

BCVFD ,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Dayton

Photos,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Roadway

Progress,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Crosby downs Eagles

A Branch to Herman pass above is one of two against powerhouse Barbers Hill Eagles as Crosby goes on to
win 34-7 by the end of the third quarter.

CROSBY – Crosby has
progressed to a (3-2, 2-0)
season after holding back
the Barbers Hill Eagles 34-
7.

The Cougar defense is
stingy allowing only 14
points in two district
games. They swatted five
interceptions and recov-
ered two fumbles on the
Eagles

The long standing rival-
ry between the Eagles of

the Hill (1-4, 1-1) against
the Cougars seemed very
evident early in the game.
Both teams seemed to be
trying to get a handle of
how the other team would
play. An interception on
the Cougars followed by a
fumble by the Eagles try-
ing the double reverse set
up a confusing conclusion
near the end of the first
quarter. Crosby finally

edged up to get a field goal.
Cougar Quarterback

Reggie Branch would run
15 times for 108 yards. He
threw 21 times and con-
nected with his own team
11 times to add 160 yards
and two touchdown pass-
es.

Crosby would go to the
half up by 20-7 and gain 14
more points in the fourth
quarter mostly on turn-
overs.

Due to the current
situation with the
COVID-19 pandemic, a
dialogue is necessary-

Judge Lucia Bates
Invites
Administrators,

Counselors, Educators,
TRIAD Specialists, and
Parents

To
A Virtual TRUANCY

WORKSHOP via ZOOM
Johanna Craft, Harris

County Assistant District
Attorney – Facilitator

Friday, November
13, 2020

1:30 PM – 3:00 PM

Join Zoom Meeting
https://hccocm.zoom.us/j/
88091956232

Meeting ID: 880 9195
6232 One tap mobile
+13462487799,,88091956232#
US (Houston)

Dial by your location
+1 346 248 7799 US
(Houston) Meeting ID:
880 9195 6232 Find your
local number: https://
hccocm.zoom.us/u/
kjSgvb73

Join by SIP
88091956232@zoomcrc.com

Join by H.323
162.255.37.11 (US West)
162.255.36.11 (US East)
Meeting ID: 880 9195
6232

Judge Bates
Truancy
Workshop

BIRTHDAYS
Nov 6--Heather Hort-

man
Nov 7--Gregory Block

Paul Fulmer
Bobby Horn III
William Delome

Nov 9--Inez Garbs
Gardenia Kristynik

Nov 10--Tyler Elkins
Kimberly Adams

Nov 11--Fred Bauer
Debbie Mercer
Mike Robinson
Joan Kindel

Nov 12--Rev. Tim Ed-
wards
Robin Gross
Mozelle Robertson
Mrs. L.L. Welsh

ANNIVERSARIES
Nov 10–Patrick & Becky

Williams
Nov 13--Gene & Becky

Muldrow

DEATHS
Georgia Kovalcik
Snider, 89, Crosby
Walter Donald Ballew,
87, Channelview

✯
IN THE
STARS

EVENTS
OCTOBER
Highlands
JAMBOREE
rescheduled
The Highlands/
Lynchburg Chamber of
Commerce has
announced that the
Annual JAMBOREE
Parade and Festival will
not be held in October
due to the COVID19
pandemic. Tentative
plans are for a Jambo-
ree Parade to take
place during the
Annual Christmas Tree
Lighting in Railroad
Park in December.

NOVEMBER 21
Crosby Young
Farmers Raffle
400 tickets $100 each
John Dere 2 Seat
Gator 7 prizes. Pay
Venmo at Crosby
Young Farmers  Call
832-472-2780.

na by 15%.
Tax Assessor - Collector

Ann Harris Bennett a
Democrat has a 10% lead
over Chris Daniel and a
50% lead over Billy Pierce.

Newport MUD Proposi-
tion for the compromise
bond to handle improve-
ments 67% for and 32%
against.

Crosby School District
Position 5 Heather Barrett
at 57% then David Givens
27% and Sharon Mayes
15%.

Huffman School Board
Position 4 Kirk Vaughn
had 69% Dean Tinnin 31%.
Position 5 Preston Tucker
54.5% against Charles
Bardwell 45.5%. Position 7
Amanda McGee 47%
against Pat Keith 43% and
Vernon Reed 10%.

MUD 50 had an election
Alice Dangerfield 62%
Melody Fontenot 38%.

ESD 80 Chuck Murray
had 19.5%, Raymond St.
Julian Sr. 29% Derek El-
kins 18%, all incumbent.

In the battle for Rail-
road Commissioner Chrys-
ta Castaneda held 53% for
most of the night over
James Wright 44%.

The Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court of Texas
saw Amy Clark Meachum
start off ahead in votes
then fall far behind
Nathan Hecht who took
53% to her 44%.

Voting,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED
A D SA D S

Your AD will reach up to 120,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 40,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

A/C & APPLIANCE
REPAIR

All Major Brands. In-
Home Service, 20
yrs. experience.
Reparo
electrodomesticos,
todo tipo de
modelos. Call Mario,
713-291-8286.

               1-tfn

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER MANAGING
EDITOR/PUBLISHER

Position available for journalist or
manager with local newspaper.

Experienced in writing, interviewing,
sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Salary
plus benefits. Send letter of interest

to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com

CEMETERY
PLOTS

9 PLOTS
available @ Sterling
White Cemetery
Prime Location.
$1,000 each, 2 for
$1,500 + transfer.
Call
281-380-6735.

            31-2

PRINTING &
MAILING
Full Service
Marketing Services.
713-977-2555

               tfn

SERVICES

SMALL ADS
Bring
BIG

RESULTS
Classified

ADS
713-266-

3444

PRINTING &
MAILING
Full Service
Marketing Services.
713-977-2555

               tfn

SERVICES

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save pTime & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTOR

✯

CENTRAL AUTO
INSPECTIONS

FULL SERVICE VEHICLE INSPECTIONS

713-702-3200
JOHNNY GAEKE 911 S. MAIN
OWNER-INSPECTOR HIGHLANDS, TX 77562

WIN

FREE TICKETS to

Submit this information to enter the drawing:
Name ____________________________________
Address __________________________________
City __________________________ Zip ________
Home Phone ______________________________
Cell Phone ________________________________
Submit by email with photo to grafikstar@aol.com

SUBMITTED PHOTOS MAY BE PUBLISHED. ONE ENTRY PER HOUSEHOLD.
MULTIPLE ENTRIES WILL DISQUALIFY ALL OF THEM.

Send us a Photo of You, reading the
STAR-COURIER.

(Be sure the front page shows.)
We are holding a drawing for 3 FREE TICKETS

to the TEXAS RENAISSANCE FESTIVAL

Your desired Date (CIRCLE ONE):
Oct. 3, 4, 10, 11, 17, 18, Nov. 7, 8, 21, 22

PARTS
SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

SERVICESSERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain l ink, wood
ornamental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Screenings to Identify Disabilities
CISD Special Education department provides screenings for children

with suspected disabilities in an effort to identify every student with a
disability who lives within the district’s boundaries.  Crosby ISD is
committed to providing excellence in education to all students, and the
screenings are designed to help identify children who may qualify for
the district’s special education programs.  Eligible students with
disabilities between the ages of 3 and 21 can be provided with services to
ensure their successful participation in school.  These services and
supports may be provided through Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
or through the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act.
Special education services are also available starting at birth for eligible
children who have a visual and/or auditory impairment.

If you know a child who may be challenged with a disability, please
contact the Crosby ISD Special Education office at 281 328-9200,
Extension 1108.  If the child is already a student in Crosby ISD, please
contact the counselor at the child’s school.  The counselor will be happy
to assist you.

The special education personnel will coordinate efforts to evaluate the
student and, if eligible, ensure that the student is provided with supports
and services needed to benefit from instruction.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

Fergie’s Baytown Bar & Grill has filed for a Change of Location
to open a restaurant/bar at 3615 FM-1942. Owned by H.M.
Beverage, Inc., the company’s President Martin Ferguson, Vice-
President Christopher Westra and Secretary Michael Davis hold
a TABC Mixed Beverage Permit.

Barbers Hill ISD is requesting bids for Internal Connections.
Additional information is available at www.crwconsulting.com/ifcb.

Bids will be opened 12/16/2020 at 2:00 PM at Barbers Hill ISD
Technology building.
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