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County bus
service hits 1
million riders

HARRIS COUNTY –
December 2020 brought
a milestone achieve-
ment for Harris County
Transit’s (HCT) Fixed
Route bus service.  They
a c h i e v e d  t h e i r
1,000,000-passenger
boarding milestone! The
passenger boarding
count commenced with
the start-up on July 28,
2008 through December
16, 2020.  Service began
with a two-route system
in Baytown and has
grown into a twelve-
route system serving
185 route miles in east
Harris County, with

COVID19 shots
now available
Houston Methodist
Leads Vaccine Roll Out

BAYTOWN — (January 4, 2021) — Long time
Baytonian and conservationist Eddie Gray
received his COVID-19 vaccine at Houston
Methodist Baytown Hospital on Monday, January
4, becoming the first Baytown area resident to
receive the shot as part of ”Phase 1B” of the
state’s vaccine roll out.

Houston Methodist on January 4 began vacci-
nating patients who are 75 and older and have
had any contact in the last two years with a
Houston Methodist facility. Dr. Greg Terry,
Houston Methodist primary care physician,

3,685,428 total miles
driven since 2008.  Dur-
ing the COVID-19 shut
down, HCT has main-
tained the same level of
service, and ridership
has only decreased by
seven percent.  Nation-
wide, other transit agen-
cies have had to shut
down or reduce services
and many have seen as
much as a 50%-60%
drop in ridership.  All of
the Harris County Tran-
sit services are following
the Regional SITSAFE
program to ensure max-
imum safety for passen-
gers and drivers.

See VACCINE AVAILABLE, page 6
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COVID-19
Cases as of

January 1, 2021

378,150 POSITIVE
4,266 DEATHS

308,860 RECOVERED

1,779,595 POSITIVE
28,253 DEATHS

1,435,164 RECOVERED

83,924,941 POSITIVE
1,826,176 DEATHS

47,261,824 RECOVERED

20,108,375 POSITIVE
347,577 DEATHS

--- RECOVERED

BIRTHDAYS
Jan 10--William H.

Smith
Tristan Brumfield

Jan 11--Tracey Browder
Elizabeth Bulanek

Jan 12--Dick Emery
Veronica Henry

Jan 13–Hunter
Bradford
Antonio
Hernandez

Jan 14--Harold Havard
Haley Bradford

Jan 15--JoAnn Johnson

ANNIVERSARIES
Jan 9--Vernon & Allie

Skrabanak
Jan 11--C.J. & Retha

Meineke
Jan 12–Troy & MaryAnn

McCarty
Jan 14--Mr. & Mrs.

Connie Clark
John & Verna Lee
Shipp

Jan 15–Lee Roy & Lydia
Moore

DEATHS
Hugh Lee Baker, Jr. 87,

Crosby
Mary Elizabeth

Cornelison, 88,
Houston

John Dennis Cotharn,
93, Channelview

Jamie Mechelle
McDonald-Fininis,
42, Crosby

Kenneth R. McVay, 57,
Baytown

Frankie Harris Reyes,
Sr., 74

Crosby Cougars romp to semi-finals
When Crosby Cougars surprized the

undefeated Huntsville Hornets 32 to 29
in overtime by a field goal, it was against
a team that had not experienced more
than a single touchdown against them per
game.

Then they took on the Marshall Buffa-
los at Turner Field who boasted consecu-
tive State finals and a 42 to 21 drubbing
of the Cougars in a 2016 play-off. But the
game last Friday ended 37 to 28 in favor
of the Cougars with four of the Cougar
touchdowns scored in the fourth quarter.

So the implication is simple, the Cros-
by Cougars are an improved team. This
next game is not only a showdown between
teams that have improved during the sea-
son distinguished themselves but a chal-
lenge to their coaching leadership as well.

Jerry Prieto said, “Extremely proud of Running Back #1 Reggie Branch sprints toward the
goal line, with blocking help from #55 Tyler Thomas.
Crosby had 7.12 yards per rush, FB Marshall had 2.33.See Crosby Cougars Romp, Page 6

QB #2 Deniques Dunn passes for TD
with protection from #55 Tyler Thomas,
late in the 4th quarter.

Ruben Sauceda Photos
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281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide,

Hospice Services
*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

Woman accused in
death of 4-yr-old

MELYNDA DAVIS

HUFFMAN – Houston Police
Dept. Patrolmen took a woman
into custody in connection with a
deceased 4 year old last Saturday.

On November 29 a child was
discovered dead at about 2:00
p.m. in the Lake Wood Townho-
mes on FM 1960 in Huffman.

Originally, a report indicated
that the child had died of cardiac
arrest but now, thanks to foren-
sic science authorities indicated
it died of blunt force trauma. Po-
lice allege that Melynda Davis,
41, abused the child and tried to
hide evidence of the crimes.

The judge hearing the case
indicated that several lacertaions
and bruises on the body of the
child and that the child had been
dead longer than the couple in
custody of it were willing to ad-
mit.

Someone allegedly removed
bloodstained clothing from the
child’s body, perhaps to hide
abuse.

An ambulance had taken the
child to HCA Houston Healthcare
Kingwood Hospital Hospital that
Sunday. It was pronounced dead
while at the hospital.

Police say evidence was found

consistent with abuse and hiding
evidence from police of that
abuse. The autopsy has yet to be
concluded and charges may be
even more serious.

She will be brought to court
on Wednesday for arraignment.
The father of the child and oth-
ers were brought in for question-
ing on November 29.

The incident remains under
investigation and anyone with
additional information is ased to
contact HPD Homicide at (713)
308-3600 or Crime Stoppers (713)
222-TIPS.

BAYTOWN, TEXAS-
The Honorable Lucia
Bates recently held a
Virtual Truancy Work-
shop with administrators
and staff from 10 local
school districts in the
surrounding area.  There
were over 147 partici-
pants.  The Harris
County District Attor-
ney’s Office along with
the County TRIAD
Program Specialists were
on hand to answer
questions and gave
helpful advice to the
attendees.  Due to the
current situation with the
COVID-19 pandemic, a
dialogue was necessary to
address the challenges
that school districts are
facing.  “Truancy has
always been a challenge
for all school districts but
it is more so now, when
we are all navigating
unchartered waters due

Judge Lucia Bates holds
Truancy Workshop

to the unprecedented
situation that we are
living,” said Judge Bates.
The Virtual Truancy
Workshop helped to
answer many questions
that lingered.

Judge Lucia Bates is
serving her first term as
Justice of the Peace,
Precinct 3, Place 2. Her
fellow peers recently
elected her to be their
representative on the
Juvenile Board.

JUDGE LUCIA BATES

Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2018 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: cri.tax.jhinson@gmail.com

Maximum Tax Savings

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

= Major credit cards accepted =

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

• Mobile Home Skirting

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTOR

✯

Deputies with the Har-
ris County Sheriff’s Office
were dispatched to a re-
port of a fatal crash in the
21,200 block of FM 2100
on at about 2:50 a.m.
Christmas day.

According to Deputy
D. Dunn, accident inves-
tigator, a blue BMW was
traveling northbound in
the 21,200 block of FM
2100, operated by Joshua
Rene Newkirk.

Traveling southbound
in the 21,200 block of FM
2100 was a black Chevro-
let driven by Lamarcus
Donahue.

Measurements deter-
mined Newkirk failed to
drive in a single lane and
may have been speeding.

Evidence indicates

that Newkirk struck the
left front of Donahue’s
Chevrolet with the left
front of his BMW.

Donahue was trans-
ported from the scene by
Life Flight helicopters fol-
lowing attendance by am-
b u l a n c e  c r e w s  t o
Hermann Memorial Hos-
pital with serious bodily
injuries.

Newkirk sustained life
threatening injuries, and
died at the scene. This
case remains under in-
vestigation by the Harris
County Sheriff’s Office
Vehicular Crimes Divi-
sion.

Witnesses are asked to
contact the Harris Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office at (713)
221-6000.

One dead, one
seriously injured in
Christmas wreck
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CHAMBERS COUNTY,
TEXAS – On Wednesday,
December 3, 2020 the
CDC released a docu-
ment titled “Options to
Reduce Quarantine for
Contacts of Persons with
SARS-CoV-2” which
allows local public health
authorities to determine
and establish quarantine
options within their
jurisdiction.

The overall guidance
from the CDC regarding
quarantine periods has
not changed.

A 14- day quarantine
period to control the
spread of disease in the
community remains the
Gold Standard. However,
the CDC has provided
local authorities options
to shorten quarantine as
an alternative strategy
based on their circum-
stances and resources.

This strategy includes:
 Those who are on

quarantine and who do
not have symptoms for 10
days can be released
after day 10.

 Those who are on
quarantine and who do
not have symptoms for 7
days, AND have a
negative rt-PCR or
Antigen test within 48
hours before the 7th day
can be released after day
7. They may not be
released before day 7.

 Individuals must
continue to self-monitor
for symptoms of COVID-
19, consistently wear
masks/face coverings
and strictly adhere to all
public health interven-
tions for the full 14- day
period, regardless of the
quarantine strategy
employed.

The purpose of
quarantine is to keep
someone who has been
exposed to COVID-19
away from others. It helps
prevent the spread of

First baby of 2021
in Baytown

Chambers County
restricts businesses

BAYTOWN — (Decem-
ber 31, 2020) — Houston
Methodist Baytown Hospi-
tal provides Baytown area
patients diagnosed with
COVID-19 a new weapon
in the fight against the po-
tentially deadly virus.

Following the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration’s
approval in December of
an Emergency Use Autho-
rization (EUA) for a ther-
a p y  c o n s i s t i n g  o f
monoclonal antibody—re-
f e r r e d  t o  a s  B a m -
lanivimab— in treating
the coronavirus, Houston
M e t h o d i s t  B a y t o w n
opened a new infusion unit
dedicated to providing the
intravenous therapy for
adults who are at high risk
of developing severe COV-
ID-19 symptoms.

Located on the third
floor of the hospital’s main
building off Garth Rd, the

DR. SHAWN TITTLE

Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital
Provides Advanced COVID Treatment

clinic provides the experi-
mental therapy that has
shown to be effective in
preventing mild COVID-
19 infections from getting
worse and helps reduce
hospitalizations by inter-
fering with the ability of
the virus to infect the pa-
tient’s cells.

While the treatment is
considered “experimental,”
researchers and the FDA
are confident regarding
the safety and effective-
ness of the monoclonal an-
tibody cocktail that is
similar to the treatment
President Donald Trump
received in October.

“This therapy is poten-
tially a game changer in
the treatment of COVID-
19 patients in terms of be-
ing able to eliminate the
virus from the patient’s
system and prevent them
from needing to be hospi-

talized,” said Dr. Shawn
Tittle, Houston Methodist
Baytown Hospital chief
medical officer/chief qual-
ity officer. “The idea is to
reduce the need for further
medical treatment.”

High risk patients with
mild to moderate COVID-
19 symptoms are adminis-
tered the therapy as soon
as possible after a positive
COVID-19 test result and
within 10 days of symptom
onset. High risk patients

are defined as those meet-
ing at least one of the fol-
lowing criteria and who
have:

•A body mass index
(BMI) greater than 35

•Chronic kidney dis-
ease

•Diabetes
•Immunosuppressive

disease
Patients over 65 and

those over 55 who have a
history of cardiovascular
disease, high blood pres-
sure ,  COPD or  o ther
chronic respiratory diseas-
es are also eligible for the
treatment.

An EUA refers to drugs
that have not undergone
the same type of review as
an FDA-approved product.
Because the FDA approv-
al process is quite lengthy
and given the critical na-
ture of the pandemic, the
emergency authorization

was granted to make the
therapy available as quick-
ly as possible to help pre-
v e n t  t h e  n e e d  f o r
hospitalization.

Houston Methodist Bay-
town Hospital is offering
its full range of outpatient
and inpatient medical ser-
vices during the pandemic
and is taking every neces-
sary precaution to keep
you and our staff members
safe. During the COVID-
19 pandemic, we are:

• Screening all pa-
tients, ensuring only those
without COVID-19 symp-
toms are seen in the office

• Wearing masks
and personal protective
equipment (PPE) while
providing patient care

• R e o r g a n i z i n g
waiting rooms and check-

First Baby of 2021

Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital extends a
warm welcome to the first baby born at the
hospital in 2021. Valeria Delacruz of Baytown
gave birth to daughter, Valeria Delacruz, at 12:45
p.m. on January 1 in the hospital’s Childbirth
Center.

CHAMBERS COUNTY,
TEXAS – On Monday, De-
cember 21, 2020 Chambers
County officials became
aware that the hospitaliza-
tions rate in Trauma Ser-
vice Area R (of which the
County is a member) had
surpassed the limit set forth
by Texas Governor Greg
Abbott in Executive Order
GA-32.

Per GA-32, areas with
high hospitalizations are
defined as those who have
had seven consecutive days
in which the number of
COVID-19 hospitalized pa-
tients as a percentage of to-
tal hospital capacity exceeds
15 percent.

Because TSA R has had
sustained high hospitaliza-
tion rates, all businesses
currently operating at a 75
percent occupancy rate in
Chambers County must re-
duce their occupancy to 50
percent, effective Wednes-
day, December 23, 2020.
Exceptions to this rule may
be found on the Governor’s
website: gov.texas.gov. Addi-
tionally – and due to this
hospitalization rate – TABC
has mandated that all bars
and similar establishments
in Chambers County close.

Further, all elective sur-

Chambers County Forced to Reduce Business Capacity
Due to TSA Hospitalization Rate

geries are prohibited in
Chambers County (and all
other Counties which are
part of TSA R)  until further
notice.

While the Governor and
TABC both offer an appeal
process for this reduction of
capacity, Chambers County
does not qualify. Per the Tex-
as Department of State
Health Services (DSHS), a
County must have fewer
than 30 total cases of COV-
ID-19 reported over the last
14 days. Chambers County
has averaged 25 cases per
day for the past 14 days,
thus far surpassing the min-
imum allowed.

“The success of Cham-
bers County businesses and
continuity of our resident’s
livelihood is one of our ut-
most concerns,” said Cham-
bers County Judge Jimmy
Sylvia. “However, protecting
the lives of citizens is our top
priority and this mandate
from the Governor’s office is
intended to do that.”

With increasing case
numbers and high regional
hospitalization rates,
Chambers County residents
are encouraged to be mind-
ful when making decisions
regarding their own health
and safety.

“The things that we do
affect those around us,” con-
tinued Judge Sylvia. “With
Christmas quickly ap-
proaching, I’m encouraging
each of you to include safe-
ty in your holiday planning.
Social distance, wear face
coverings and wash your
hands regularly. Remember:
slowing the spread of COV-
ID-19 is the best way to get
these businesses reopened
at 75 percent capacity.”

Per GA-32, this rollback
in occupancy can be re-
versed once hospitalization
rates in TSA R have been
15percent or less for at least
seven consecutive days.

Chambers County and
Chambers County Public
Health will continue to mon-
itor COVID-19 data and wil-
lupdate residents as more
information becomes avail-
able.

For more information re-
garding this update, please
visit the following websites:

· Texas Governor Greg
Abbott: gov.texas.gov

· Texas Department of
State Health Services: ht-
tps://www.dshs.state.tx.us/
coronavirus/

· TABC: https://
www.tabc.texas.gov/coro-
navirus/ga-32/

Chambers
County
Quarantine
Guidance

Covid-19
Vaccine
available in
Chambers
County

CHAMBERS COUNTY
– The COVID-19 vaccine
is currently available at
four locations according
to the Chambers County
Public Health Department.

However, following the
Governor’s guidelines, it
is currently only being
administered to persons
in a 1A category. This
includes medical
personnel, first respond-
ers, and nursing home
residents. When more
vaccine is available,
persons in the 1B
category will be able to
contact their provider,
doctor, hospital or
pharmacy to schedule an
appointment.

Chambers County
received 1000 doses, and
these went to HEB in Mont
Belvieu, Chambers
County Public Health,
Riceland in Winnie, and
Brookshire Brothers in
Winnie.

More vaccine is
expected next month,
according to the CCPH
department.

Continued on Page 6

Pardon for former Congressman
Back in my day we had

a congressman synony-
mous with public corrup-
tion, wasteful abuse and
fraud: and we liked it.

Stephen Ernest Stock-
man served as the U.S.
Representative for Texas’s
9th congressional district
from 1995 to 1997 and for
Texas’s 36th congressional
district from 2013 to 2015,
the first term of District
36.

Now all you have is Bry-
an Babin, sometimes
called the first Congress-
man in support of Presi-
dent Trump’s efforts to
overthrow the will of the
voters; but let’s face it. He
isn’t a crook.

Stockman ran on a Re-
Elect Steve Stockman
Campaign even though
District 36 was brand new;
made from the endless and

STEVE STOCKMAN

jerrymandering redistrict-
ing disputes in the Texas
legislature that will hap-
pen again this year. No one
takes full advantage of vot-
er ignorance like that any-
more.

Stockman ran in the
Republican primary for the
United States Senate in

the 2014 election but lost
to incumbent Senator John
Cornyn. Some of the activ-
ities of that Senate bid be-
gan a series of
investigations that would
lead to his conviction in
2018 of 23 felony counts
related to money launder-
ing and misuse of cam-
paign contributions.

Stockman’s last-minute
decision to challenge
Cornyn in the Republican
primary for Senate was
“sparked in part by
Cornyn’s role in helping
end” the federal shutdown.
But, Stockman pulled in
the abortion card for Re-
publican support. When
Senator Cornyn was asked
what the current Federal
law on abortion was
Cornyn recounted  implica-
tions of Roe V. Wade. Stock-
man’s campaign called the

statement a capitulation
on abortion by Cornyn.
Even if Cornyn was stating
a fact, he didn’t think we
would like it.

That Senate bid howev-
er against the best lawyer
in the State would belly
out, losing by 40% of Re-
publican voters. Funding
with fraud caught up with
Steve Stockman in March
of 2017 as he was given a
10 year sentence and or-
dered to pay $1 million in
restitution.

We breathlessly await
repayment of that money.

Stockman was held in
federal prison in Beau-
mont; but his sentence was
commuted by President
Donald Trump on Decem-
ber 22, 2020.

House Committee on
Banking and Financial
Services, Subcommittee on

Oversight and Investiga-
tions, House Committee on
Science, Subcommittee on
Energy, and Subcommittee
on Environment were Stoc-
kan’s playground. Each of
these committee services
raise  questions as we lat-
er learn of certain inclina-
tions.

Why back in 1995,
Stockman proudly helped
launch the federal govern-
ment’s shutdown. A 2010
Congressional Research
Service report indicates
the 1995-1996 government
shutdowns impacted all
sectors of the economy,
health and welfare servic-
es for military veterans.
U.S. tourism and airline
industries incurred mil-
lions of dollars in losses;

See Congressman
Continued on Page 6

See COVID Treatment,
Page 6
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My 2021 calendar is hang-
ing from the closet door.

Every year I’ve lived in
this house, I’ve gotten a cloth
calendar, hung from a dowel.
My mother’s mother always
had a cloth calendar hanging
in the farmhouse kitchen. As
soon as the year was over,
the calendar would be con-
scripted into use, usually to
cover cinnamon rolls as they
rose, to keep them moist un-
til they were large enough to
put into the oven.

Arriving at the farmhouse
and seeing “1963” covering a
pile of soon-to-be-baked
sweet rolls was a wonderful
sight and I will forever asso-
ciate those cloth calendars
with the anticipation of
sweet things. I guess that’s
why I have one now. It’s good
to anticipate sweet things in
the coming year.

My 2021 calendar is from
Sweden. This means all the
months are written in Swed-
ish, surrounded by wildflow-
ers identified in Swedish. My
grandmother was a Swede,
so I thought this was appro-
priate. But the real reason I
ordered the calendar was
that it was the only one I
could find with legible dates.

Cloth calendars have ap-
parently come into vogue
and I had more choices than
in past years, many in jazzy
and colorful patterns. Unfor-
tunately, the graphic design-
ers responsible for these
works of art did not seem to
expect that a person might
use the calendar for actual
reference. I use the calendar
to find the date—an appar-
ently antiquated idea.

All the calendars I found
would require a strenuous
search to locate the month of
April amidst all the artwork
and no easy way to tell how
many weeks there were from
April until a date in May.
And so, while they were at-
tractive, the calendars
wouldn’t be very useful until
they were used to cover
sweet rolls.

But the Swedes have a
reputation for being a practi-
cal bunch and this calendar
looked more legible in Swed-
ish than any I found in En-
glish, so I ordered it.

It wasn’t until it arrived
that the problem became
apparent.

Instead of seven columns
for the seven days of the
week, there were eight, with
an additional column on the
left for half the months and
on the right for the rest.
Someone finally explained
that this column told me
what week of the year it was.
Saturday is in red, so it is
possible to get one’s bear-
ings—but not without con-
siderable effort.

But even before the calen-
dar arrived, the year seemed
filled with more uncertainty
than any I can remember.

There is a careless confi-
dence that comes with the
making of plans. In the past,
I have looked at my calendar
on the wall and imagined I
had some idea of what would
happen in the weeks to come.
Because the dates were neat-
ly lined up, I couldn’t imag-
ine life becoming disordered.

This year, that whole idea
seems a little preposterous.

Because I never really
knew what would happen in
the coming week—that was
the lesson learned in 2020.
This year, I won’t be nearly
so confident as Januari
turns to Februari and then
Mars.

Of course, I am optimistic,
as I always am. I am hoping
this new year will bring
sweet things. But now I’m
thinking having my weeks
laid out oddly—with the
months written in a foreign
language, surrounded by
flowers I can’t identify—may
be an appropriate way to
look at the coming year.

This year may require
some translation. It may
require a little study. This
whole year is a big Swedish
surprise, waiting to happen.

And maybe that’s not
such a bad thing.

Till next time,
Carrie
Carrie Classon’s memoir

is called, “Blue Yarn.” Learn
more at CarrieClasson.com.

“Swedish
Surprise”

It’s a new year, but the
news out of the capital
continues to focus on
COVID-19.

Gov. Greg Abbott
tweeted last week that “a
significant portion of
vaccines distributed
across Texas might be
sitting on hospital
shelves as opposed to
being given to vulnerable
Texans. The state urges
vaccine providers to
quickly provide all shots.
We get plenty more each
week.”

Many health providers
and county health
department officials
responded that they were
working as quickly as
they could to give shots to
front-line health care
workers and lacked the
doses necessary to move
to what Texas calls phase
1B recipients. According
to the Texas Department
of State Health Services,
phase 1B recipients
include those 65 and
older and those 16 and
older with medical
conditions that would put
them at greater risk from
COVID-19.

Various state news
outlets reported Texans
in phase 1B could not
find any vaccine available
to them yet. The state
health department
encouraged the public to
check its website weekly
for updates on vaccine
availability.

In the meantime,
people should continue
wearing a face mask
when in public and follow
all social distancing
guidelines, health
officials said.

AG BLOCKS AUSTIN
The city of Austin and

Travis County tried to
impose New Year’s
weekend restrictions on
restaurants, but Texas
Attorney General Ken
Paxton and Gov. Abbott
won the final round of a
legal battle.

The local officials’
order limited restaurants
to drive-thru, curbside
pickup, takeout and
delivery services between
10:30 p.m. and 6 a.m.

from Dec. 31 to Jan. 3.
Austin Mayor Steve Adler
and Travis County Judge
Andy Brown imposed the
three-day restriction to
limit social gatherings
over the holiday weekend
after the state reported a
record number of hospi-
talizations and new
cases.

“Mayor Adler and
Judge Brown do not have
the authority to flout Gov.
Abbott’s executive orders
by shutting down busi-
nesses in Travis County
and our state’s capital
city,” Attorney General
Paxton said in a state-
ment.

District Judge Amy
Clark Meachum denied
Paxton’s motion, saying
the state had not shown
“imminent and irrepara-
ble harm.” The AG
immediately asked the
3rd Court of Appeals to
block the order, but that
court rejected his appeal.
Paxton then went to the
Texas Supreme Court for
an emergency stay of the
order. The high court
granted the injunction
late Jan. 1 without
comment.

FOOD BENEFITS
INCREASED

The Texas Health and
Human Services Commis-
sion will provide $204
million in emergency
SNAP food benefits
during January as the
state continues its
response to the pandemic.

Recipients of the

Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program also
will see an additional 15
percent in their total
benefits in January
because of recently
passed federal legislation.

“As we continue
through the new year,
these benefits offer
nutritious food to those
who need it most,
especially in these trying
times” Wayne Salter, of
HHS, said in a statement.

The state received
federal approval from the
U.S. Department of
Agriculture to extend the
maximum allowable
amount of SNAP benefits
to recipients based on
family size. The emergen-
cy January allotments
are in addition to the
almost $2 billion in
benefits previously
provided to Texans
between April and
December.

Beginning in January,
recipients will receive a
15 percent increase in
their total benefits, which
will continue monthly
until June 2021. The
additional 15 percent
increase and the emer-
gency allotment amount
should appear in recipi-
ents’ accounts by Jan. 23.
Administered by the state
agency, SNAP is a federal
program that provides
food assistance to 1.7
million eligible low-
income families and
individuals in Texas.

Texans in need may
apply for benefits,
including SNAP and
Medicaid, at
YourTexasBenefits.com.

‘I KNOW CHUCK’
The new year brought

another California
company’s headquarters
to Texas.

Financial services firm
Charles Schwab recently
announced a $26 billion
merger with TD Ameri-
trade. As part of the
merger, the combined
company’s headquarters
officially moved Jan. 1
from San Francisco to
Schwab’s $100 million
campus in Denton
County.

In a press release,
Schwab said the Westlake
location and facility in
Denton were chosen and
designed as a more
centrally located hub for
Schwab’s nationwide
operations. Before the
merger, Schwab had more
than 2,500 employees at
its Westlake campus, and
about 2,000 employees
worked at TD Ameri-
trade’s location in
Southlake.

Gov. Abbott welcomed
Charles Schwab in a
tweet last week and
reassured Texans that
the influx of California
companies wouldn’t
change the Lone Star
state.

“I’ve talked to Chuck, I
know Chuck,” Abbott
tweeted. “He wants to
keep Texas, Texas.”

Chris Cobler is a board
member and past president
of the Freedom of Informa-
tion Foundation of Texas. He
welcomes email at
ccobler@texaspress.com.

OPINION
By BILL KING

✯

As some of you may have seen in the media, I
am participating in the AstraZeneca COVID
vaccine trial and just received my second injec-
tion on Tuesday (December 22). The AstraZeneca
vaccine is one of four vaccines that are in late-
stage development. Two of the others, Pfizer and
Moderna, have already been authorized by the
FDA for distribution. The final test results and
approvals of the AstraZeneca and Johnson &
Johnson vaccines will likely come in January.

In these late-stage trials, some of the partici-
pants are given the vaccine and some are given a
placebo, i.e., a harmless but ineffective substance.
In my trial the placebo is saline. The researchers
then track the participants over a two-year period
to see how many in each group (called “arms”)
come down with the virus and if there are any
side effects. The trials are referred to as “double-
blind” because neither the participant nor the
person administering the vaccine knows whether
the injection given is the vaccine or the placebo.

Typically, the participant will not be told
whether they got the vaccine or placebo until the
end of the trial. However, in the case of COVID,
as soon as the participant qualifies for one of the
approved vaccines, they can find out which one
they received so they can get the vaccine if they
received the placebo.

Normally, the two groups are about equal so
your chances of getting the vaccine are about 50-
50. However, in my trial, two-thirds of the partici-
pants received the vaccine and one-third received
the placebo. But because these vaccines are so
immunologically robust, most people have some
reaction to them, giving you some clue as to
whether it was the vaccine or the placebo.

However, guessing whether you got the vaccine
on the basis of the reaction is not foolproof. In my
trial, a doctor who was a participant had no
reaction at all. Since he was a frontline health-
care worker he qualified for the vaccine and they
unmasked his results. To his surprise he had
received the vaccine and had a high level of
antibodies.

Similarly, there is a weird phenomenon known
as the “placebo response” in which participants
who received the placebo report responses consis-
tent with receiving the active drug. This Stat
article describes how this phenomenon may affect
the COVID vaccine trials. The phenomenon is not
well understood it is generally thought to be
psychosomatic but also may just be coincidental.
For example, in Pfizer trial in the 65-85 age
group, the number of people reporting more body
aches was only slightly higher in the vaccine arm
than in the placebo arm. I can tell you from being
in that age bracket I do not find that surprising!

I had a fairly strong reaction to both injections.
I felt fatigued and lethargic on both occasions. On
the second day after the first injection, I slept for
five hours during the day which is highly unusual
for me. I also had very noticeable body aches after
each injection, with those following the second
injection being worse than the first. I had a mild
headache and chills both times but never record-
ed any fever. All of my reactions cleared within
about 48-60 hours of receiving the injections.

I did not take anything to ameliorate the
reactions because I wanted to be able to report
exactly what I was feeling to the investigators.
However, I would recommend that any of you who
receive one of the vaccines take something like
acetaminophen to ease the reactions.

That being said, the reactions are a good thing.
They are a sign that your body’s immune system
is ramping up to fight what it thinks is an inva-
sion by the COVID virus and in doing so, is
prepping itself for when and if the real thing
comes along.

I will keep you up to date as the trial progress-
es. Once I am eligible for one of the vaccines, I
will ask the investigators to unmask my informa-
tion and let you know if I got the vaccine or the
placebo. However, based on my reaction, and
assuming I am not psychosomatic – a debatable
proposition to be sure – I think it is likely I got
the vaccine. If so, my immunity should be at full
strength about 10 days after the second injection,
which would ironically be January 1. Not a bad
way to start New Year, especially considering
that millions of other Americans are not far
behind.

My COVID Vaccine
Trial Experience



Star ✯ Courier / Press / North Channel STAR Page 5THURSDAY, JANUARY 7, 2021

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Church Page Sponsors

Call 713-266-3444 to join to
join sponsorship of this
page. Thank you.

Siding &
Roof Repairs

Mobile Home Skirting
Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

OBITUARIES
✯

Hugh Lee Baker Jr.,
87, of Crosby, Texas,
passed away on Thurs-
day, December 15,
2020. He was born
August 3, 1933, in
Crosby, Texas, to the
late Hugh Lee Baker
Sr. and Nannah
Strawbridge Baker. He
graduated from Crosby
High School and
received his B.A.
Business Degree with a
minor in English
Literature from the
University of Texas at
Austin in 1955. He was
a proud member of
Lambda Chi Alpha
Fraternity.

Hugh was a success-
ful multi-business
owner and a man who
pursued many inter-
ests. He loved world-
wide travel, snow
skiing, ice skating,
sailing and playing the
piano. His love of flying
began as a pilot for the
U.S. Air Force and he
later flew his own
plane as a hobby.

He was a compas-
sionate and giving
man. Hugh’s passion in
life was caring for
others, especially his
extended family. He
loved his nieces,
nephews, great-nieces
and great-nephews,
and great-great nieces
and nephews.

Hugh was a loving
son, brother, uncle,
great-uncle, great-
great uncle, friend and

Mary Elizabeth
Cornelison, 88, passed
away January 1, 2021
in Houston, Texas.
Mary was born in
Houston on October 12,
1932.  She married her
true love, Glen Austin
Cornelison on March 5,
1948 and they enjoyed
many wonderful years
together raising their
children, before his
passing.  Mary was a
faithful member of
Memorial Baptist
Church in Channel-
view for many years.
She was a loving wife,
mother, grandmother,
and friend.

Mary is preceded in
death by her parents,
Morris Beck and Betty
(Bond) Dresch; hus-
band, Glen Austin
Cornelison; and son,
Curtis Lee Cornelison.
She is lovingly sur-
vived by her children,
Cynthia Louise Cornel-
ison, Clark Leslie
Cornelison, Craig
Lindsey Cornelison,
Clay Lindel Cornelison
and wife Marsha;
grandchildren, Clark
Leslie Cornelison II
and wife Katie Lynn,
Christopher Ryan
Cornelison and wife
Gabriela, Blake Ran-
dall Powers, Ashley
Nicole Cornelison;
great-grandchildren,

John Dennis Co-
tharn, 93, went to be
with the Lord on
December 28, 2020. He
was born on November
3, 1927 to parents John
Wicks and Lula (Ama-
son) Cotharn in Wash-
ington on the Brazos,
Texas. John proudly
served his country in
the United States
Army. Once he finished
his service to our
country, John worked
for Champion Paper
Mill as a shift supervi-
sor for 39 dedicated
years. John married
the love of his life, Rita,
in July of 1950 and
spent 64 loving years
together before her
passing in 2014.

He is preceded in
death by his parents;
wife, Rita Cotharn; and
sister, Velma Mae
Knox. He is lovingly
survived by his broth-
er-in-law, Leland Knox;
as well as nieces,
nephews, other extend-
ed family members,
and friends.

The family invites
you to join them for a
visitation at South
Drive Baptist Church
on Monday, January 4,
2021 at 9:00 A.M. with
funeral services to
immediately follow at

Kenneth R. McVay
was born on October 7,
1963 in Baytown,
Texas. He passed away
peacefully on Saturday,
December 19. 2020. His
parents were W. Lloyd
McVay and Nelda
McVay. He was the
first of two children.
Kenneth attended the
University of Houston,
earned his Bachelors in
Math and Civil Engi-
neering, and went on to
obtain his Masters of
Physical Science
(Geology). After gradu-
ation, he began a
career as a structural
engineer and high
school and middle
school math teacher.

He was a member of
the Chi Epsilon of Civil
Engineering, was a
Coach, member and
teacher of the George
H. Gentry Mustang
Family.

Among his hobbies
were target shooting,
lock picking, painting
pastels, leather work-
ing, classical and folk
guitar, coaching and
problem solving. He
also enjoyed listening
to country and folk/
Irish music.

Kenneth is preceded
in death by his mother
Nelda McVay. He is
survived by his wife of
35 years Robin Creed

Frankie Harris
Reyes Sr., 74 years old,
passed away on Mon-
day, 12/21/2020. He
was the husband of
Maria De La Luz
Gonzalez Reyes and
shared 40 wonderful
years of marriage. Born
in Houston, Texas, he
was the son of Jose
Camarillo Reyes and
Mary Irene Harris. He
attended Furr High
School and worked
with his wife at Gulf
States Toyota in
Spring, Texas before
retiring in August of
2012.

He was a member of
St. Philip of Jesus
Catholic Church and
the Cursillo organiza-
tion. Frankie embraced
the world and all it had
to offer. He enjoyed
traveling, history,
sports and practicing
his faith by teaching
catechism on Sunday’s
for the past 40 years.
He will be remembered
for his witty jokes,
kindness, and giving
heart.

Frankie is survived
by his wife, Maria;
siblings Jimmie Joan
Longoria, Linda
Martinez, Arthur
Reyes; children Elisa-
beth Hayden and
husband Jerome
Hayden, Frankie Reyes

Jamie Mechelle
McDonald-Fininis, 42,
of Crosby, Texas,
passed away on
Wednesday, December
16, 2020. She was born
October 23, 1978, in
Houston, Texas to
James Edward Mc-
Donald and Marilyn
Rae Mcdonald. From
the time she was 17,
she worked at South-
west Oilfield Products,
sweeping floors and
cleaning. Over the
years, she worked her
way up to logistics
manager and ended her
career after roughly 20
years. She spent most
of her time taking care
of those she loved and
attending meetings at
Baytown’s NA group
KIC. Her pride and joy
was her sweet grandba-
by, who she adored
dearly. She was proud
of her family, friends,
and will be dearly
missed.

  She is preceded in
death by her sister
Callie Rae Carlton-
Soffes, Grandmother
Rachel Lou Greer,
Grandfather, Travis
Wayne Greer, loving
Uncle Alley Strokos,
Cousin Randy Strokos,
Grandmother Brucie
McDonald, Grandfa-
ther John McDonald,
Aunt Polly, and Uncle
Marvin Fryman, Uncle
Raymond McDonald,
Uncle John McDonald
Jr. In the year 2020,
she lost Uncle Stanley
Buckler to COVID-19,
Aunt Debbie McCarty,
Uncle Ray Buckler, and
Uncle Paul Blanken-
ship.

  She is survived by
her mother and father,
James and Marilyn
McDonald, brother,
Jerry McDonald
Harris, daughter,
Rylee Rae McDonald

MARY ELIZABETH CORNELISON

Kaydence Lynn Cornel-
ison, Christopher Ryan
Cornelison II, Clark
Leslie Cornelison III,
Carson Reed Corneli-
son; as well as numer-
ous extended family
members and friends.

Friends are welcome
to join the family for
services on Saturday,
January 9, 2021,
beginning with visita-
tion at 11:00 A.M. and
a celebration of her life
officiated by Rev. Ken
Durham is to follow at
12:00 P.M. noon in the
chapel of Carter-
Conley Funeral Home.

13701 Corpus Christi St.,
Houston, TX  77015

713-455-5100
www.CarterFuneral-

Houston.com

10:00 A.M. John will
privately be laid to rest
next to his wife at
Wheat Cemetery in
Millican, Texas under
the direction of Carter-
Conley Funeral Home.

In lieu of flowers, the
family asks donations
be made in memory of
John to the Houston
SPCA (7007 Old Katy
Road, Houston TX
77024-2109) or St.
Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital (PO
Box 50, Memphis TN
38101-9929).

13701 Corpus Christi St.,
Houston, TX  77015

713-455-5100
www.CarterFuneral-

Houston.com

JOHN DENNIS COTHARNHUGH LEE BAKER, JR.

source of wisdom to
many who knew him.
He was preceded in
death by his parents;
his sister Nannah
Casey, his brother-in-
law Lawrence Casey;
and his niece Janna-
beth Casey.

He leaves behind to
cherish his loving
memory his brothers
and sister; a sister in
law & brother in law,
cousins, nieces and
nephews; great-nieces
and nephews; great-
great-nieces and
nephews and a host of
other loving relatives
and friends.

There is no memorial
service. To honor his
memory the family
request we all do
something kind and
unexpected for some-
one else

STERLING ~ WHITE
FUNERAL HOME & CEMETERY

281-426-3555

11011 Crosby-Lynchburg Rd.
Highlands, TX 77562

FRANKIE HARRIS REYES, SR.KENNETH R. MCVAY

JAMIE MECHELLE
MCDONALD-FININIS

Fininis, son, William
“Alex” Alexander
Fininis III, ex-hus-
band, William Alex-
ander Fininis III,
granddaughter, Jas-
mine RaeAnn Robins,
nieces, Chelsea Kar-
wowski, and husband
Dave Karwowski,
Taylor Beidekapp, Kori
Harris. Nephews, Ty
Harris, and wife,
Hailey Harris, Cam-
eron Soffes, and wife
Stephanie Soffes. Great
nieces and Nephews,
Laikynn Karwowski,
Bradley Soffes, Jack-
son Soffes, and Rilynn
Karwowski. Along with
many many distant
family and friends.

  A visitation for
family and friends will
be held on Tuesday,
December 29, 2020,
from 10:00am until
12:00pm with funeral
services following right
after. Internment is in
Sterling White Ceme-
tery. Arrangements are
entrusted to Sterling
White Funeral Home,
11011 Crosby Lynch-
burg Rd., Highlands,
Texas 77562. To offer
condolences to the
family, please visit
www.sterlingwhite.com

STERLING ~ WHITE
FUNERAL HOME & CEMETERY

281-426-3555

11011 Crosby-Lynchburg Rd.
Highlands, TX 77562

McVay; Father, W.
Lloyd McVay; brother,
Randall McVay and
wife Juanita Blue
McVay and nephew
Philip Blue, and a host
of many friends.

Per Mr. McVay’s
wishes, no services are
scheduled at this time.
Mr. McVay’s friends
and family are encour-
aged to leave a loving
tribute to share a
favorite memory for
Mr. McVay’s family
below in the “Memo-
ries” section.

The staff of Earth-
man Baytown are
honored to be entrust-
ed with the care of Mr.
McVay. If our staff can
be of any assistance,
please contact us at
281-422-8181.

EARTHMAN BAYTOWN
Funeral Home & Memory

Gardens Cemetery

281-422-8181
earthmanbaytown.com

Jr. and wife Laura
Reyes, Melquisedec
Reyes and wife Denise
Reyes, Mireya Garcia
and husband Tito
Garcia, and his eleven
wonderful grandchil-
dren. He is prede-
ceased by his late
brother Joe Reyes, and
lives on by a host of
relatives and friends
who will cherish his
loving memories
forever.
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administered the shot
to Gray, 85, on the first
day of eligibility for
residents identified in
Phase 1B of the state’s
distribution plan. This
group consists of people
age 65 or older and
those with serious
conditions who are at
greater risk of serious
effects from the coro-
navirus.

“I think it’s very
important for everyone
to take the vaccine as
soon as it is available
to them,” Gray said. “I
support Houston
Methodist in all they
are doing to get the
vaccine out to everyone
as soon as possible.”

Vaccines are provid-
ed by invitation and
appointment only.
Houston Methodist is
notifying eligible
patients via text
message to schedule
their vaccine in the
following order:     

•Patients age 75 or
older

•Patients age 65 to
74

•Patients younger
than age 65 who have
at least one Class 1
condition, or at least
two Class 2 co-morbid
conditions

Class 1 conditions
include: cancer,
chronic kidney disease,
chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease,
cardiac conditions
(congestive heart
failure, coronary artery
disease, cardiomyopa-
thy), obesity (BMI 30 or

COVID-19 vaccine available,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Eddie Gray gets his vaccination shot at Houston
Methodist Baytown Hospital

higher), pregnancy,
sickle cell disease,
smoking, solid organ
transplant and Type I
or II diabetes.Class 2
conditions include:
asthma, cerebrovascu-
lar disease, hyperten-
sion, use of
corticosteroids or other
immunosuppressive
agents.

“Houston Methodist
Baytown Hospital is
committed to ensuring
the health and safety of
our community and we
are proud to take a
leading role in offering
the COVID-19 vaccine
to Baytown area
residents,” said David
Bernard, Houston
Methodist Baytown
CEO. “We encourage
everyone to be patient
as the roll out contin-
ues and get the vaccine
as soon as it is avail-
able to you.”

If you have questions
about the vaccine,
Houston Methodist
provides a wealth of
information at
houstonmethodist.org/

vaccine.
About Houston

Methodist Baytown
Hospital

Houston Methodist
Baytown Hospital has
provided Baytown and
east Harris, Liberty
and Chambers counties
with quality medical
care since opening its
doors in 1948. The
hospital has grown
throughout the years
with the community,
providing comprehen-
sive care at all stages
of life. As a health care
leader, the hospital is
proud to have a fully
integrated residency
program focused on
educating and inspir-
ing future practitio-
ners. Today, Houston
Methodist Baytown
provides some of the
most advanced and
innovative procedures
while never wavering
from its focus on
compassionate and
patient-centered care.
Houstonmethodist.org/
baytown.

disease that can occur
before a person knows that
they are infected, especially
if they do not have symp-
toms.

People in quarantine
should stay home, separate
from others, monitor for
symptoms and follow all
instructions given to them by
local or state public health
departments.

Chambers County Public
Health (CCPH) recognizes
there is an increased
likelihood that the shorter
the quarantine duration, the
higher the risk of disease
exposure to others. The
CDC warns that there is risk
of residual post-quarantine
transmission with the
alternative optional strategy:

Quarantine Guidelines,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

5%-
12% with the 7-day

strategy and 1-10% with the
10-day strategy.

Although Chambers
County Public Health
strongly supports the 14-
day quarantine monitoring
period and agree it should
be maintained whenever
possible, we are acknowl-
edging the alternate
strategies presented by the
CDC to ensure accountabili-
ty to the residents of
Chambers County in
weighing reduced burden of
quarantine against the
possibility of increased
spread of disease. We will
actively monitor the optional
quarantine strategies by
performing extensive data

analysis through epidemio-
logical case investigations
and evaluation of transmis-
sion rates. This will allow us
to make informed public
health recommendations
and ensure local testing
capacity and healthcare
resources.

With evidence of
widespread community
transmission throughout
Chambers County and a 7-
day testing positivity rate of
22.2 percent, we urge you to
do your part to protect
yourself and each other by
wearing face coverings,
social distancing, hand-
washing, avoiding gather-
ings, and environmental
cleanings of frequently
touched surfaces.

more than 20% of federal
contracts, representing
$3.7 billion in spending,
were affected adversely.
The first of the two shut-
downs caused the furlough
of about 800,000 workers,
while the second caused
about 284,000 workers to
be furloughed. Centers for
Disease Control and Pre-
vention stopped disease
surveillance. Toxic waste
cleanup at 609 sites
stopped. 368 National

Park sites closed and re-
sulted in the loss of some
seven million visitors. You
just can’t do damage like
that without a fuse, but
Steve did and we backed
him all the way.

He ran as an Indepen-
dent candidate for Texas’s
22nd congressional dis-
trict, Tom DeLay’s former
seat in 2006. He turned in
plenty of signatures to
qualify to run but the Tex-
as Secretary of State inval-

idated enough signatures
to make him
ineligible.Stockman regis-
tered for the special elec-
tion to fill out the
remainder of DeLay’s
term; he was one of five
candidates. He finished
third, with 10.75% of the
vote. Who gets away with
false signatures like that
anymore; yeah, maybe
them, but nobody has been
able to prove any of that.

Pardon Congressman,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

in lines to ensure social
distancing

• Implementing ad-
ditional sanitation pro-
cesses to disinfect all
equipment and surfaces

Houston Methodist pro-
vides a wealth of coronavi-
rus and COVID-19 vaccine
i n f o r m a t i o n  a t
houstonmethodist.org/
coronavirus/coronavirus-
resources.

About Houston Method-

Advanced COVID Treatment,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ist Baytown Hospital
Houston Methodist Bay-

town Hospital has provid-
ed  Baytown and east
Harris, Liberty and Cham-
bers counties with quality
medical care since opening
its doors in 1948. The hos-
pital has grown through-
out the years with the
community,  providing
comprehensive care at all
stages of life. As a health
care leader, the hospital is

proud to have a fully inte-
grated residency program
focused on educating and
inspiring future practitio-
ners.  Today,  Houston
Methodist Baytown pro-
vides some of the most ad-
vanced and innovative
procedures while never
wavering from its focus on
compassionate and pa-
t i e n t - c e n t e r e d  c a r e .
Houstonmethodist.org/
baytown.

Crosby established itself as a team that can run this season and above we
see Reggie Branch doing exactly that, outpacing the Buffalos in a dead
heat to score a TD.

our kids. They continue to
be the underdogs against
undefeated teams but it
hasn’t phased them. They
have a special bond and
fight together as a family.
No matter what the score
was yesterday we always
felt like we could win the
game.”

 The stubborn Cougar
defense stopped the Buffa-
los four times on downs in
the first half, three of those
times within the 10 yard
line.

The Cougars likewise
specialized in the run con-
fusing the opposition re-
peatedly but only having
scored one touchdown to
two clean one’s with extra
points by the end of the
third quarter.

Down 14 to 9 the Cou-
gars watched Fort Bend’s
most movie celebrated
team score again early in
the Fourth on a Ja’vion
Matthews six foot dash
and again add the extra.
That is when the Cougars
bounded back in fury. Reg-
gie Branch and Deniquez
Dunn completed drives
capped by two near thirty
yard sprints into the end-
zone tacking on 15 points
when noting that Dunn
went in back to back. Fi-
nally, Crosby had a lead at
24-21.

However, it looked to be
over for the Crosby team to
observers when at just less
than four minutes left in
the Fourth, Javion Mat-
thews streaks in from
more than a third of the
fieled out to score another
touchdown for Marshall.

Deniquez Dunn would
answer with a throw to
Reggie Branch from near-

Crosby Cougars romp,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ly two thirds of the field
out scoring a touchdown
and bringing everyone up
to the two minute warning.

A turnover fumble
would put Crosby back in
play and Reggie Branch
punched in a 35 yard dash
with no extra. The final
play saw the Marshall
quarterback looking for a
receiver being sacked.

State Semi-Finals are
against Liberty Hill Pan-
thers Friday at 7:30 at
Merrill Green Stadium in
Bryan.

AT RIGHT, Crosby’s
#7Randolph Hubbard
deflects a pass thrown to
Marshall’s #21 Runderick
Dudley

Photos by Ruben Saucedo
for the Star-Courier

Whether you attended large, small or no holiday gath-
erings at all, everyone should get tested as soon as possi-
ble. Harris County’s COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations and
deaths are increasing at alarming rates. New infections
from holiday gatherings and travel will add to those num-
bers in coming weeks. In addition, many people have the
virus and don’t know it, 4 out of 10 people don’t have any
symptoms but are still contagious. They can infect family
and friends who may get extremely ill or die. It’s going to
be a while before everyone in our community is vaccinat-
ed, so help stop the virus from spreading even more – wash
your hands, wear a mask, social distance and get tested.

Testing is free and quick at HCPH test sites, you get
your results in 3-5 days. There are multiple locations in
the county and children can also be tested at the sites
listed below.  Register at hcphtx.org or call 832-927-7575.

Monday, January 4 – Saturday, January 9

• M.O. Campbell Education Center
Open Mon-Fri 12 -7p.m.
Open Sat (1/9) 8a.m.-3p.m.
1865 Aldine Bender, Houston, TX 77032
• Christ the King Episcopal
Open Mon and Wed-Fri. 8a.m.-3p.m.
15325 Bellaire Blvd, Houston, TX 77083
• Sonrise Community Church
Open Mon & Tues & Thur-Sat 8am.-3p.m..
5609 E Mount Houston Rd, Houston, TX 77093
• Hosana Lutheran Church
Open Mon-Wed, Fri & Sat 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.
16526 Ella Blvd, Houston. TX 77090
• Wat Buddahvas of Houston

Open Mon-Thur & Sat 8.am-3p.m.
6007 Spindle Dr, Houston, TX 77086
• Cathedral of Saint Matthew
Open Mon-Fri 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.
9101 Airline Dr, Houston, TX 77037
• Lee College

Open Wed-Fri 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.
200 Lee Dr, Baytown, TX 77520
• Iglesia Cristo Viene
Open Tues & Sat 8a.m. – 3 p.m.
400 Cedar Bayou Rd, Baytown, TX 77520
• New Hope Presbyterian Church
Open Sat (1/9) 8a.m. – 3 p.m.
1350 N Mason Rd, Katy, TX 77449
For the Pasadena and Katy test sites, register at

www.doineedacovid19test.com or call 832-927-7575. People
must be 13 or older to be tested at these locations.

Monday, January 4 – Sunday, January 10
San Jacinto College Central Campus
Open Mon-Fri (1/4-1/8) 7a.m.-2 p.m.
Open Sat (1/9) 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
8060 Spencer Hwy, Pasadena, TX 77505
Katy Park

 Open Mon-Fri (1/4-1/8) 12p.m.-7p.m.
 Open Sun. (1/10) 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Harris County COVID
Test Sites open
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CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED
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Your AD will reach up to 50,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 25,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

A/C & APPLIANCE
REPAIR

All Major Brands. In-
Home Service, 20
yrs. experience.
Reparo
electrodomesticos,
todo tipo de
modelos. Call Mario,
713-291-8286.

               1-tfn

PRINTING &
MAILING
Full Service
Marketing Services.
713-977-2555

               tfn

SERVICES

PARTS
SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

FOR RENTSERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain l ink, wood
ornamental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Fergie’s Baytown Bar & Grill has filed for a Change
of Location to open a restaurant/bar at 3615 FM-
1942. Owned by H.M. Beverage, Inc., the company’s
President Martin Ferguson, Vice-President
Christopher Westra and Secretary Michael Davis hold
a TABC Mixed Beverage Permit.

In Galena
Park- 2 bed/
1bath central
ac. Across
from school.
$875/mo.
979-665-
8768

2-tfn

BASS MECHANICAL
A/C and Plumbing Service
Ron Bass Master Plumber

Phone # 713-647-2291

Family Owned Business
with Family Prices

TACL BO12735C               RPM 41930
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