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COVID-19
Cases as of

January 18, 2021

453,152 POSITIVE
4,630 DEATHS

356,843 RECOVERED

2,127,825 POSITIVE
32,600 DEATHS

1,677,588 RECOVERED

95,435,122 POSITIVE
2,037,076 DEATHS

52,525,515 RECOVERED

24,041,339 POSITIVE
398,588 DEATHS

--- RECOVERED

BIRTHDAYS
Jan 22--Linda Craig

Vernon Hassell
Richard McKinney
Reynaldo Perez
Kristi Simmons
Kathy Zadrapa Stuart
James Walker
Beth Wotipka
Sara Rupp

Jan 23--Tiffany Kirkwood
Brad Loggins

Jan 25--Jeffrey Langham
Jan 26--Ida Mueller

Charles Johnson
Jan 27--Ashley Almanza

JoAnn Blaskey
William R. Patterson
Tyler Wingate
Jarret Cutbirth
John Martin

ANNIVERSARIES
Jan 25--Jim & Ronda Laut

DEATHS
Jennifer P. McKinney
Ernest Todd Ross
David Henry Walts

Murder victim found in Highlands Canal
Tuesday, January 12, at

nearly 7:30 a.m., Harris
County Sheriff’s Deputies
responded to 12,000 block
of Woodforest Blvd. con-
cerning a Missing Person.
A woman told them that
her boyfriend, Jonathan
Tisby,  gave a mutual
friend a ride, Monday
night. Then she described
a telephone call from her
boyfriend at close to 3:45
a.m. that morning, in
which she heard an argu-
ment in the background.
Suddenly, her boyfriend’s
cellphone disconnected.
She stated that she was
unable to re-establish con-
tact with her boyfriend.

Jonathan Tisby was
driving a white, sedan,
Buick LaCrosse with paper
license plates, at the time
of his disappearance.

At approximately 3:45
p.m. afternoon, Harris

County Sheriff’s Office Deputies re-
sponded to a call at an apartment
complex off of
Normandy and
Woodforest. The
caller advised
the 911 Opera-
tor that she was
involved in a
Murder on Mon-
day night, and
she shot a male
driving a white
Buick .  When
Deput ies  ar -
r i v e d  a t  t h e
apartment com-
plex, she provid-
ed additional
information and
stated she shot
the male multi-
ple times and
drove the car,
with the male
inside it, into a canal near Jones

Cougars winning season closes
one short of state title

Crosby 21-Aledo 56

By Allan Jamail
Arlington, TX. AT&T

(Cowboy) Stadium, Friday,
January 15, 2021 Crosby’s
head coach Jerry Prieto
took his Cougars farther
than they’ve been in 61
years. It was in 1960 the
last time they played for a
state championship.

The Cougs with a 12-4
record for the season don’t
have to hang their heads;
the scrappy team upset
several teams to get there
and should be proud to be
the 5A Div 2 Region State
Runner-up Champions.
They’ve been billed as the
underdogs but won four

consecutive games over
undefeated teams only to
lose to one of the states pe-
rennial power house
teams, the Aledo Bearcats.
The Aledo team won their
third consecutive champi-
onship and set a record for
having won a total of ten
state titles.

Crosby’s team had to
travel over four hours to
play the Aledo team in
their own backyard who
traveled a mere 30 min-
utes to play in front of
what appeared to be a
home field crowd. NeverCougar senior #1 Reggie Branch runs 2

yards for Crosby’s 2nd score.
(Allan Jamail photo for the Star-Courieer)

Crosby Cougars entering the Dallas
Cowboy Stadium
(Linda Jamail photo for the Star-Courier) See COUGARS LOSE, p3

Fransha Brooks

Jonathan Tisby

See MURDER VICTIM, page 2

The Victim and his car are pulled from the canal on Jones Road at
Thompson last Thursday afternoon. Authorities searched for two days
for the car, which was under water. A confession from Fransha Brooks to
the shooting led to the discovery of the car and the body inside.

HIGHLANDS -  Ex-
treme changes began ear-
ly nearby when Center
Point Energy began errect-
ing towering powerlines to
points north last month
and a pipeline’s machina-
tion were being made at
the connecting route point.

Crosby/Lynchburg Road
from Lochness to Thorn is
being widened by Harris
County Precinct 2 into a 5
lane non-divided highway,
like Barrett Station is to-
day. The Project called
R13. Crosby - Lynchburg 4
by Harris County Precinct
2 is designed with a center
turn lane running at least
most of that distance. The
reconstruction makes a

“two lane into a 5 lane con-
crete road with continuous
left turn lane, storm sew-
ers and traffic signals.”

The project is still being
bid but is estimated to cost
about $9.5 Million. The
County hopes to complete

the project by the third
quarter of 2022.

This project combines
with R12. Crosby-Lynch-
burg 3 in Barrett Station.
This section runs from
Magnolia Dr. to Lochness
Dr. In the same scope it is
to reconstruct a 2-lane
roadway to 5-lane concrete
road with continuous left-
turn lane, storm sewers
and traffic signals. Total
cost is estimated at  $26
Million. It will be adver-
tised to bid in the first
quarter of 2021. It is to be
finished by the third quar-
ter of 2022.

Additionally, the Coun-
ty is slated to make im-
provements in the middle

of Highlands. R38. Wallis-
ville Intersection Improve-
ments begins at Wade Rd.
and runs to Main Street in
Highlands, with plans to
make installations and
turn-lane improvements at
Wade Road, Thompson
Road, and Crosby/Lynch-
burg. Total estimated  cost
is $3.5Million. Completion
is expected to be by first
quarter 2021.

Commissioner Garcia is
committed to improving
infrastructure, and roads
in Precinct 2. In fact Pre-
cinct 2 is expending 200%
more on infrastructure
capitol projects, including
drainage and roadways.

Pct. 2 widening roadway to 5 lanes
HIGHLANDS’ CROSBY/LYNCHBURG ROAD

Centerpoint Energy put in new towering power lines
at left along Main Street in Highlands. Next some
gateway walls are being demolished to make way for
a five lane highway to Barrett Station.

EVENTS
THURS. JAN 21
Crosby Chamber
Luncheon
Monthly Luncheon,
at Crosby Church. Lunch
catered by Teapot Depot,
begins at 11:30 a.m. Cost
$20. SPEAKER is Jamie
Lee, Third Coast Bank,
talking on the SBA New
Relief Package (PPP and
more). RSVP by Jan. 19, at
281-328-6984 or
chamber@crosbyhuffmancc.org.

SAT. JAN 23
Parade for Sara
Rupp’s 100th
Birthday
Parade starts at 11:00
a.m. from Thorn to
Greendale, past Ms.
Rupp;s house. Everyone
welcome to join the
parade. Meet at the Super
Car Wash lot on Main
Street starting at 10:30
a.m.
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281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide,

Hospice Services
*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2018 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: cri.tax.jhinson@gmail.com

Maximum Tax Savings

Parade set for
Sara Rupp on
her 100 year
birthday

HIGHLANDS - A life celebration in the
form of a parade is to be held for Sara Rupp
next Saturday. Born on January 22, Sara
turned 100 years young. Jeanie Kratky tells
us that the Rupp family from throughout
the country, friends and friends she doesn’t
know will birthday parade down Thorn
Street to celebrate in driving by her resi-
dence.

Parade participants will line up at the
Super Car wash corner of Main Street, and
Thorn, Highlands  across from Charlie’s Ice
House at about 10:30. At 11:00a.m. the
parade starts. Parading will travel Thorn to
Greendale passing before Sara’s decorated
house and the lady herself.

The Rupps are locally distinguished by
baseball and coaching baseball. In fact,
Coach Rupp will act as parade marshal.

Road and Thompson Road, in the
McNair area.

The Harris County Sheriff’s Of-
fice Homicide Unit took over the
investigation and contacted the
Harris County Sheriff’s Office
Marine Unit. After a two day
search of the canal, the white
Buick LaCrosse, with Jonathan
Tisby’s body inside, was located
and recovered. Jonathan Tisby
appeared to have suffered multi-
ple gunshot wounds. The suspect,
Fransha Brooks, 32 years of age,

Body in Canal,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

has been charged with Murder
and booked into the Harris
County Jail.

Fransha Monique Brooks, 32
is charge with Murder to be
heard in the 180th District
Court with bond pending. If any-
one has any additional informa-
tion regarding the Murder of
Johnathan Tisby, they are
asked to contact the Harris
County Sheriff’s Office Homi-
cide Unit at 713.272.9100.

Man charged in local wreck

Deputies tried to put
together what happened
at the intersection of
Barbers HIll Road and
Garth last Sunday at
about 4:45 p.m.
Adding to the confusion
a auto pedestrian
accident came in at
about the same time.
Witness assistance was
critical for deputies to
solve the mysteries of
this case.

CROSBY – A man was
charged with intoxication
manslaughter after a
woman lost her life last
Sunday.

On  January 17, at
about 4:42 p.m., an uniden-
tified white female, was
driving north in a 2005
Chevrolet Trailblazer, and
stopped at the four-way
stop sign in the 10,000

block of Garth Rd.near FM
1942.  Appearantly the
woman attempted to turn
left to travel west on Bar-
bers Hill Rd.

Suddenly, a gray 2020
Dodge Ram 2500, operat-
ed by Kelvin Currie, south-
bound ran the stop sign,
and struck the Chevrolet
as it was turning left.

The Chevrolet driver

died as a result of the
crash.

Witnesses say Currie at-
tempted to leave the scene
on foot without attempting
to render aid or provide his
information.

A witnesses followed Mr.
Currie, and he was de-
tained by responding dep-
uties when they arrived.

Mr. Currie showed signs

of intoxication to deputies
examining him following
the fatal accident, and was
later charged with intoxi-
cation manslaughter, and
failure to stop and render
aid.

This crash is being in-
vestigated by the Harris
County Sheriff ’s Office-Ve-
hicular Crimes Division.

Authorities examine partially submerged white Buick with a body
inside, in the canal at Jones Road and Thompson Road.

Bike Giveaway at Baytown Courthouse

BAYTOWN, TEXAS- On Saturday,
December 12, 2020, forty-five deserving
students selected by their respective
schools throughout Channelview ISD,
Crosby ISD, Galena Park ISD, Goose Creek
CISD, and Sheldon ISD, received bikes
donated by Judge Lucia Bates and
community leaders. “The children were
excited to receive the early Christmas gift,
and it was a delight to see them ride the
bicycles in the parking lot as soon as they
received them”, stated Judge Bates.

Judge Lucia Bates is serving her first term
as Justice of the Peace, Precinct 3, Place 2

Judge Bates holds
Bike Giveaway
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the less the Cougars kept
the game tied 14 up until
into the second quarter. It
was then the Aledo team
pulled away making 6
more touchdowns (TD’s) to
Crosby’s 1 in the fourth
quarter, beating Crosby
56-21.

The highly recruited
Bearcat DeMarco Roberts
made 6 rushing TD’s, aver-
aging 8 yards a carry. “He
was the big play maker,”
Crosby coach Jerry Prieto
said. Roberts was named
Offensive MVP of the
game.

The Cougs had TD’s by
quarterback Deniquez
Dunn, wide receivers Reg-
gie Branch and E’Monte
Wilson, all three seniors,
extra points were made by
senior Trevor Helburg.
Their offense made 369
yards to the Bearcats 615.

CROSBY HIGH SCHOOL CHEERLEADERS – 2020-2021
Photos by Allan Jamail / Crosby Star Courier

CUTLINE: The Crosby Cheerleaders was a part of the entourage
going with the Crosby Cougars football varsity team to the Dallas
Cowboy Stadium, Friday, January 15, 2021. The Cougars got the
Runner-Up trophy for the 5A Div 2 Region State Championship
Game with the Aledo Bearcats. Bearcats 56 - Cougars 21.

L-R: Summer Desselle JV(10), Taylor Destin V(11), Lauren Budd V-
Co-Captain (12),
Shan’ya Eagleton V(11), Haley Novak V(10), Mia Reid V(10), Lexi
Perez V(10), Allison Prince V(10), Jadyn Parkinson V(11), Cassie
Jacobson V(11), Madelyn Helburg JV(9), Katelyn Smith JV-Co-
Capt.(9). Not pictured due to performing team duties: Autumn
Long V-CAPTAIN (12),
Lillian Leman V-Co-Captain (11) & Keedrian Griffin JV-Co-Capt. (9).
Coach – Kirstin Reuter,
Information provided by Lara Leman, CHS Cheer Booster President.

Crosby #13 senior wide receiver
E’Monte Wilson catches a
Deniquez Dunn pass for a big
gain.  (Allan Jamail photo)

Cougar # 12 Jalen Herman, senior wide
receiver scores games 1st touchdown on a
9 yard pass from quarterback Deniquez
Dunn.   (Allan Jamail photo/Star Courier)

2020 – 2021 CROSBY COUGAR MASCOTS

The Crosby Cougar Mascots, Mr. Coper (left)
and Ms. Cloe. On Friday, January 15, 2021
Coper and Cloe traveled with the varsity
football team to the Dallas Cowboy Stadium
to entertain and keep the fans motivated
during the Cougars 5A Div 2 Region State
Championship Game with the Aledo Bearcats.
The mascots compete annually for their
position. The 2020 -2021 mascot winners
were, Kalee Rucka as Cloe the Cougar and
Kaden Morris as Coper the Cougar. The names
and information was provided by Amanda
Rucka. The Cougars got the Runner-Up trophy.
Bearcats 56 - Cougars 21. (Allan Jamail photo)

Cougars
Lose,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Chris Cobler

✯
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Opening of Texas Legislature
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The Texas Legislature
opened quietly, which de-
lighted everyone after the
violence inside the U.S.
Capitol the previous week.

At the Texas State Cap-
itol, a variety of legislative
agendas took center stage
at the start of the 87th ses-
sion, which will run 140
days. Gov. Greg Abbott’s
goals include ensuring
Texans have access to
high-quality healthcare,
improving public safety,
getting Texans back to
work and promoting the
state’s economic recovery.

Many other state orga-
nizations announced their
agendas, too:

• The Texas Farm Bu-
reau outlined 11 priorities,
starting with protecting
property owners’ rights
under eminent domain law.
Other legislative priorities
include protecting land-
owners and agricultural
producers’ rights to surface
water and groundwater; le-
galizing reasonable chem-
ical controls for feral hogs
and maintaining all cur-
rent legal methods of con-
trolling feral hogs; and
supporting efforts to in-
stall broadband and cellu-
lar infrastructure in
underserved rural commu-
nities.

• Raise Your Hand Tex-
as is focused on making
sure public dollars remain
in public schools. Some of
those policy recommenda-
tions include protecting all
investments made in
2019’s House Bill 3, includ-
ing the funding for full-day
pre-kindergarten; ensur-
ing federal stimulus dol-
lars are used to increase
public education funding;
continuing to invest in stu-
dents with the goal of
reaching the national av-
erage in per-student fund-
ing; and opposing any form
of taxpayer subsidies to
private schools and ven-
dors, such as tax credit
scholarships, education
savings accounts, vouchers
for students in special ed-
ucation and virtual vouch-
ers.

• The Texas Alliance of
Energy Producers will be
working with lawmakers
to avoid proposals to raise

taxes, impose new or high-
er fees, or shift additional
regulatory costs onto the
industry or mineral inter-
est holders. The alliance
also plans to participate in
the Coalition for Critical
Infrastructure to put for-
ward reasonable solutions
to address landowners’
concerns about eminent
domain.

“This session will have
some unique challenges
due to COVID protocols
and how the legislative
process will be conducted,”
Farm Bureau President
Russell Boening said. “It
will be different, but what
has not changed is the im-
portance of making sure
the voices of farm and
ranch families are heard at
the Capitol.”

Raise Your Hand Texas
officials said lawmakers
can keep their promises to
education despite the tight
budget outlook.

“Even during this diffi-
cult budget cycle, the state
has options to continue in-
vesting in and fully fund-
ing public education. These
options can give our
schools the ability to pro-
vide the services our stu-
dents need and to
effectively implement tar-
geted interventions for
learning loss that occurred
over the last year due to
COVID-19,” Raise Your
Hand Texas wrote in a
statement.

Jason Modglin, energy
alliance president, encour-
aged lawmakers in search
of revenue to consider

whether all energy sourc-
es are paying as much as
oil and gas producers.

“Renewable energy
projects in the state do not
pay a severance tax to the
state like we must do,”
Modglin wrote in
Shalemag.com. “Those ar-
guing Texas and the U.S.
should fully transition to
renewable energy sources
have offered no plan for
how they will fund schools,
roads and water infra-
structure in the same way
oil and gas severance tax-
es do. For example, electric
vehicles are currently not
required to pay for the use
of roads like gasoline and
diesel vehicles must.”

CONNECTING RURAL
TEXAS

Regular readers of “Cap-
ital Highlights” know of
readers’ high interest in
improving the access to
high-speed internet for ru-
ral Texans. Connected Na-
tion Texas recently asked
lawmakers to offer their
thoughts on the need.

“Many of the counties I
represent do not have a
hospital or even a doctor,
and broadband can help
bridge the healthcare gap
these rural residents face,”
said Sen. Charles Perry, a
Republican representing
West Texas’ District 28.

Connected Nation Texas
does not do any lobbying
for legislation, but state
program director Jennifer
Harris said she anticipat-
ed many lawmakers would
try to offer solutions this
session.

Sen. Robert Nichols, R-
Jacksonville, and Rep.
Trent Ashby, R-Lufkin,
have announced their in-
tent to file legislation
aimed at expanding access.
They said their bill would
“affirm the state’s commit-
ment to closing the digital
divide for Texans who lack
either access to internet
service or the means to
subscribe to the services
offered in their communi-
ty.”

“The coronavirus pan-
demic has underscored the
need for reliable access to
the internet and exposed
the breadth of ways in
which connectivity im-
pacts daily life,” Ashby said
in a statement. “It’s my
hope that passage of this
bill will ensure our state is
serious about working to
make 21st century invest-
ments in favor of economic
development, education,
healthcare, public safety
and the many other indus-
tries which benefit from
connectivity.”

The upcoming legisla-
tion includes:

• Creation of a broad-
band development office
within the Texas Comp-
troller of Public Accounts.

• A broadband develop-
ment program funded by
the newly established
broadband development
account.

• Establishment of a
broadband development
map to be updated regular-
ly and published by the of-
fice.

The development with-
in a year of a statewide
broadband plan.

OPINION
By BILL KING

✯

The City of Houston is required by state law to file its annual audit (the
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report or “CAFR”) within six months of
the end of its fiscal year, which is June 30. Every year the City takes full
advantage of the time allotted to quietly release its audit over the holidays
when the inevitable bad news will get little press coverage, a tactic particu-
larly convenient in election years.

Consistent with this long-standing practice, the City posted its audit in
late December.  There is much to unpack in this 420-page report, but here
are some of the “highlights”:

    For the eighth time in the last decade, the City reported an operating
deficit in its general fund.  This year the deficit was $180 million (p. 221-
222) but would have been $384 million higher had the City not deferred
some of its pension expense by “spreading” investment losses over the next
five years. (p. 114, et seq.) To be fair, I am sure the pension funds have
recovered to some degree from their levels on June 30; however, they will
still be well below the targets.

   The City’s pension expense (before deferrals) was $917 million, which is
the third year in a row since the 2017 pension “reform” that the expense was
higher than it was before the “reform.” (p. 117)

   The City’s total pension debt (including the deferrals for investments
not performing according to assumptions) increased by $847 million. (p.116-
117)

    The City “found” $578 million in TIRZ assets that it claims had never
been reported. (p. 133, Note 16). It, therefore, made an “adjustment” to add
those assets to the books, which allowed the City to avoid the embarrass-
ment of reporting its first ever general fund deficit in excess of $1 billion.
(More to come on this.)

   City total revenues were up by 1.5%, but its expenses increased by 3.8%.
(p. 8)

    The property tax levy was up by 6.1%. (I’ll bet you thought it was
limited to inflation and population growth by the City charter.) (p. 239)

    HPD recorded the fewest number of arrests in over 20 years. (p. 252)

    The amount of asphalt used by the City to fix potholes fell by 87%
(11,5071,526 tons).  This is such an anomaly, I would assume this is some
kind of error or change in the reporting method. (p. 252)

    The City had 3,083 new water connections, the lowest number since
2011. (p. 252)

    The City reported its first decline in population (a drop of roughly
5,000) since the 1980s.1  For the last four years, the City has grown at 0.3%
annually, which is below the average for the U.S. (p. 245)

These “highlights” pretty well speak for themselves. We have not solved
the City’s pension problems. The City still has an enormous structural
deficit. The City’s growth has stalled.

The City of Houston is at an inflection point. We have seen what has
happened to other great American cities when they ignored these kinds of
trends. Houston is not immune from becoming another Detroit. Whether it
does or not depends on us.

“Highlights” from the
City of Houston Audit

THE RICH LOWRY COL-
UMN By Rich Lowry

Twitter Deranged Our Pol-
itics —Donald Trump was the
president of Twitter. What
radio was to Franklin Delano
Roosevelt and TV was to
Ronald Reagan, communicat-
ing 280 characters at a time
on a social media platform
that is a watchword for hyper-
active inanity was to Presi-
dent Trump. It is symbolically
appropriate that the effective
end of his power after the
siege of the U.S. Capitol has
coincided with the suspension
of his Twitter account. He
may well get impeached a sec-
ond time, but for now, the pun-
ishment that really stings is
Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey de-
ciding after sitting down with
his woke colleagues that
Trump must pay the ultimate
price for his post-election mis-
information and agitation.
This judgment is as arbitrary
as Dorsey’s worst critics
would expect, and it will be
impossible for Twitter to en-
force anything resembling a
consistent line following its
Trump suspension (the plat-
form didn’t seem particular-
ly exercised by all of the
voices valorizing last sum-
mer’s riots as an “uprising”).
But there’s no doubting Dors-
ey’s power. He has rendered
the president of the United
States practically mute.
Trump remains in the Oval
Office and, in theory, com-
mands the biggest mega-
phone on the planet. He could
still make statements, hold
press conferences, sit down
for interviews or meet with
his cabinet. In his reduced
and isolated state, though,
none of these options are as
appealing as letting his

thumbs do his work for him,
one outlandish tweet at a
time. Now that this avenue is
foreclosed to him, he’s less of
a presence, even as the polit-
ical world continues to be ob-
sessed with him (in
particular, the manner of his
exit from office). It’s not ex-
actly a slow news environ-
ment. Yet, without Trump’s
tweets stirring the pot at all
times of the day, the nation’s
political debate feels a little
less fevered. Twitter is Exhib-
it A for Marshall McLuhan’s
axiom that the medium is the
message. There is plenty of
worthy news coverage and
real-time commentary on
Twitter. But that’s not where
the emotional center of grav-
ity is, as one would expect of
a platform built for instanta-
neous, unfiltered reactions.
It’s this aspect of Twitter that
perfectly matched the presi-
dent’s proclivities. He found a
natural home in an environ-
ment that encourages, and
often rewards, snap judge-
ments, insults, soon-to-be-for-
gotten pronouncements,
grotesque oversimplifications
and the spread of false or du-
bious information. Trump
wasn’t careful about what he
said anywhere, but he re-
served his most lurid and poi-
sonous communications for
Twitter. It was the place eas-
iest for him to, for instance,
absurdly accuse Morning Joe
host Joe Scarborough of mur-
der or insult the looks of his

alleged paramour Stormy
Daniels. It was a symptom of
his erratic, easily distracted,
and thoughtless governing
style that he used Twitter as
a tool of his administration.
He warned foreign leaders,
fired officials and made pro-
nouncements on legislation
on Twitter, often leaving allies
and his own government baf-
fled by what was supposed
the line between “just a tweet”
and an official order by the
president of the United
States. Twitter was an espe-
cially ready forum for airing
conspiracy theories. Asked
prior to the election about his
giving credence to the luna-
tic idea that Navy SEAL
Team 6 had been assassinat-
ed, Trump shrugged and said
it was only a retweet. In the
wake of his election defeat,
his Twitter feed become a
nonstop source of bad infor-
mation dredged up from the
worst corners of the internet.
If Trump was the foremost
offender, Twitter hasn’t done
us any favors in this period of
our national life. It has fed
moral panics and enabled
cancellation mobs. It has ex-
posed journalists who once
made a pretense of objectivi-
ty as rank partisans. It has
enticed once serious people
into crowd-pleasing clownish-
ness. It has made politicians
dumber and cruder. It has dis-
torted political reality for peo-
ple across the spectrum. It, in
short, has helped derange our
politics, with the former
Tweeter-in-Chief leading the
way.

Rich Lowry is editor of the
National Review.

(c) 2020 by King Features
Synd., Inc.

Twitter Deranged Our Politics

OPINION
✯
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WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Church Page Sponsors

Call 713-266-3444 to join to
join sponsorship of this
page. Thank you.

Siding &
Roof Repairs

Mobile Home Skirting
Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

OBITUARIES
✯

13701 Corpus Christi St.,
Houston, TX  77015

713-455-5100
www.CarterFuneral-

Houston.com

ERNEST TODD ROSS
Ernest Todd Ross

passed away in Pasadena,
Texas on January 3rd,
2021. Ernest Todd Ross is
preceded in death by his
Mother Theresa Flo Ross
in February of 2020.

Ernest Todd Ross is sur-
vived by his Sons Ernest
Paul Ross of Houston, Tex-
as, Ernest Todd Ross of
Bessemer, Alabama, and
Josha Walker of Wheeling,
West Virginia; Father
Ernest Delbert Ross; Sister
Tara Erna Neal and hus-
band Mark; Grandson
Cristan and Grand Daugh-
ters Calie and Amelia.

Ernest Todd Ross was
born in Steubenville, Ohio

in June of 1962. He gradu-
ated from C.E. King High
School in Houston in 1978.
Mr. Ross had a varied

working career in the Oil
Field Services, as a Paint-
er, a Carpenter, Blinds In-
staller and Telemarketing.
He will be missed deeply
by his Family.

Future remembrance
services are pending.

✯     M I L E S T O N E S     P A G E    ✯

David Henry Walts was
welcomed into Heaven on
January 3, 2021, at Memo-
rial Herman Hospital in
Humble, Texas. He was the
loving Husband of Dorothy
Ann (Zycha) Walts. David
was born, baptized in Ben
Hur, Texas, and confirmed
at Saint Leo the Great
Church in Houston, Texas.

Married to Dorothy Zy-
cha at Sacred Heart Cath-
olic Church in Crosby,
Texas on June 29th 1974,
and Spent 50 wonderful
years of marriage with his
wife Dottie. David was a
loving person and his pas-
sion in life was caring for
his wife Dottie and his ex-
tended family and animals.
David loved hunting, fish-
ing and playing his guitar.
David was also known for

HUGHES SPRINGS——Jen-
nifer Lea Posey McKinney was
born on August 10th, 1961 to
Buddie and Shirley Posey in
Houston, TX. She died peaceful-
ly in her home on Sunday, Janu-
ary 17th, 2021 after a ten year
battle with breast cancer. Jen-
ny’s battle with cancer was
marked by her devotion to the
Lord, His word, and His church.
She spent the last several days
of her life surrounded by friends
and family who she loved very
much.

Jenny was raised in Channel-
view, TX along with her three
sisters. Jenny sang in the choir,
was a Channelette and graduat-
ed third in her class.  Buddie and
Shirley filled their home with
love and laughter, and the four
Shirley girls lived a very full and
wonderful childhood together
full of music, horses, dancing,
water skiing, camping, and fam-
ily road trips. Jenny, her parents,
and her sisters were faithful at-
tendees of Old River Terrace
United Methodist Church. She
came to know Jesus as Savior at
age 11, and her mother and the
church were instrumental in her
growth as a young Christian.
Jenny attended San Jacinto Col-
lege after graduating from high
school; she had a part time job
at CornDog 7, where she met
Stephen McKinney. They were
married on January 24th, 1981
at Old River Terrace United
Methodist Church.

Steve and Jenny lived and
raised their family in Hughes
Springs, TX. It was Jenny’s
greatest joy to be a wife and
mother. Despite multiple miscar-
riages, God gave her and Steve
three beautiful children - Chris,
Cara, and Clay. Jenny loved her
Hughes Springs community and
was very involved at First Bap-
tist Hughes Springs and taught
multiple Sunday School groups
and TeamKids. She was a part
of the church choir for many
years and loved to sing praises
to her God, both at church and
at home. It was very important
to her that she and her family
were involved in church togeth-
er. She worked diligently to stay
in touch with all her extended
family and keep up with their
wants, needs and happenings.
After her children left her home,
she invested much of her time
in Jenny’s Hope. Jenny’s Hope
was a ministry that was named

his sense of humor and al-
ways had a smile for every-
one. David enjoyed life and
the get togethers with
friends and relatives. He
personally like to tell jokes
to make people laugh and
smile.

He was preceded in
death by his parents, fa-
ther Henry Walts and
mother Bertha Walts. Dav-
id was survived by his wife
Dorothy Walts; his broth-
er Jim Walts, his sister
Janelle Morgan. He was
also survived by a large
Zycha family and will cer-
tainly be missed by his
many in-laws, nieces and
nephews, who he shared
many good times.

Friends are invited to
visit with the family on
Wednesday, January 13,

2021, beginning at 10 am,
at Sacred Heart Catholic
Church, 915 Runneburg
Rd, Crosby, Texas 77532. A
rosary will follow at 10:30
am. A funeral mass will be
held at 11 am with a buri-
al immediately following
in Sacred Heart Cemetery,
Gulf Pump Road (1942),
Barrett, Texas 77532

David was a loving and
caring person and to hon-
or his memory We request
that we all do something
kind to people!

DAVID HENRY WALTS

JENNIFER P. “JENNY” MCKINNEY

in her honor and gave her great
joy and a new opportunity to
meet new people and serve their
needs in the name of Jesus.

Jenny was a “knower”.  Her
quick mind kept up with details
that served her in her work and
personal life.  Those around her
came to depend upon her know-
ing.  Combined with her loving
servant heart, her joy and con-
tagious laugh, her commitment
to seek the best in others and to
speak truth, Jen was a powerful
force that God used to bless
those with whom she connected.

Jenny was diagnosed with
breast cancer on December 16th,
2010. Throughout her battle
with cancer, she was never
afraid of the fight. She always
believed that her fight with can-
cer was a way to show others
how to live a life of faith. God
was her strength and comfort
during the battle, and she want-
ed others to know that. Despite
her cancer diagnosis, Jenny lived
a very full life for the last 10
years. All three of her children
are married, and she was blessed
with three beautiful grandchil-
dren.  Becoming “JenJen” was an
added joy to her life, a joy that
she at times was not sure she
would receive. She spent many
days traveling, laughing and
making memories with her hus-
band, children, grandchildren,
sisters, and extended family.

Jenny’s battle with cancer
ended on January 17th. Even to
the end of her life, Jenny’s prayer
was that throughout this trial
her God would be glorified.  She
proclaimed the name of Jesus
and spent time praying and sing-
ing with her family. It was most
evident to her and her family
that the peace and strength of
God was with them. She and her
family understood that when she

left this earth, she would see the
face of Jesus and be healed. Her
family rejoices in her healing,
and the promise that they one
day too will be reunited with her
and her Savior.

Jenny is survived by her lov-
ing husband Stephen McKinney;
son, Chris McKinney (Keisha) of
DeQueen, Arkansas and their
son Joshua; daughter, Cara Car-
rington (Kevin) of Lowell, Ar-
kansas and their children Molly
and Sophie; son, Clay McKinney
(Emily) of Conway, Arkansas;
sister, Deborah Posey of Hous-
ton, TX; sister, Kathryn Posey
and her daughter Gracie (Ian) of
Channelview, TX; sister, Malin-
da Zamarripa (Robert) of Pitts-
burg, TX and their children
Faith, Hope, and Matthew;
mother-in-law, Betty McKinney
of Hughes Springs, TX; sister-in-
law Brenda Sellers (Greg) of
League City, TX and their chil-
dren Brent (Katie) and Sean
(Lacey); sister-in-law Elizabeth
Meyer (Danny) of New Boston,
TX and their son Luke; brother-
in-law Greg McKinney (Mary) of
Hughes Springs, TX and their
children Jarrod (Brittany), Ryan
(Mariah), and Chad (Katelyn);
brother-in-law Jeff McKinney
(Janie) of Hughes Springs, TX
and their children Kurt (Ashley),
Julie (Casey), and Blake (Al-
isha);  and numerous other
aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces,
and nephews. Jenny was preced-
ed in death by her father, Bud-
die Posey; mother, Shirley Posey;
father-in-law, L Ray McKinney;
and brother-in-law, Mike Well-
born.

Services will be 2:00 p.m.
Wednesday, January 20, 2021 at
First Baptist Church with Bro.
Joseph Adams and Bro. Daniel
Bramlett officiating. Burial will
follow at Hughes Springs Cem-
etery under the direction of
Reeder-Davis Funeral Home in
Hughes Springs. Mrs. McKinney
will lie in state from 12:00 noon
until service time Wednesday at
the church.

In lieu of flowers, memorial
donations may be made to The
American Cancer Society: https:/
/donate3.cancer.org/ or Cypress
Basin Hospice: https://
cbhospice.org/get-involved/do-
nate/.

Reeder-Davis
Funeral Home, Inc.

STERLING ~ WHITE
FUNERAL HOME & CEMETERY

281-426-3555

11011 Crosby-Lynchburg Rd.
Highlands, TX 77562

RAFFLE TICKETS are available from the office of Dr. Larry White DDS
281-426-3558, Charlie’s Ice House 281-426-3632, Jeremy Rosenkranz
State Farm 281-426-3512, and Weston Cotten Law Firm 281-421-4050.
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CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED
A D SA D S

Your AD will reach up to 50,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 25,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

A/C & APPLIANCE
REPAIR

All Major Brands. In-
Home Service, 20
yrs. experience.
Reparo
electrodomesticos,
todo tipo de
modelos. Call Mario,
713-291-8286.

               1-tfn

PRINTING &
MAILING
Full Service
Marketing Services.
713-977-2555

               tfn

SERVICES

PARTS
SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

FOR RENT

In Galena
Park- 2 bed/
1bath
central ac.
Across from
school.
$875/mo.
979-665-
8768

BASS MECHANICAL
A/C and Plumbing Service
Ron Bass Master Plumber

Phone # 713-647-2291

Family Owned Business
with Family Prices

TACL BO12735C               RPM 41930

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

= Major credit cards accepted =

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC

281-452-0000
New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

• Mobile Home Skirting

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTOR

✯

SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain l ink, wood
ornamental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

A PLACE FOR MOM.
The nation’s largest senior
living referral service. Con-
tact our trusted, local ex-
perts today! Our service is
FREE/no obligation. CALL
1-855-972-7919

SENIOR HOME
CARE

SENIOR HOME
CARE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE
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BAYTOWN — (January
7, 2021) — Ankle sprains
are a minor injury but a
major pain. Because ankle
sprains can happen during
routine activity or active
exercise, the condition can
impact nearly anyone. A
simple misstep can result
in a sprain that can linger
for several weeks.

An ankle sprain hap-
pens when ankle liga-
m e n t s  a r e  s t r e t c h e d
beyond their normal range
of motion. Sprains can
range significantly in se-
verity and are often accom-
panied by pain, which can
take several weeks or more
to ful ly  resolve.  Mild
sprains may be caused by
overstretching or irritating
ligaments while severe
sprains can involve tearing
of the ligaments.

“Significant pain, severe
swelling, bruising of the
ankle or a popping sensa-
tion at the time of injury
are signs that your ankle
injury could be more than
a simple sprain. Contact
your primary care physi-
cian or orthopedist if you

suspect a more serious
problem,” said Dr. Andrew
Friedmann, an orthopedic
surgeon specializing in foot
and ankle conditions at
Houston Methodist Ortho-
pedics & Sports Medicine
at Baytown.

For mild sprains, some
basic first aid can help
with healing and recovery.
Use the RICE method for
the first 48-72 hours to re-
duce pain and swelling.
After the first few days,
gradually increasing activ-
ity may help improve flex-
ibi l i ty  and movement
following the injury.

R = Rest
Rest your ankle as much

as possible during the first
day or two to help promote
healing. Avoid overwork-
ing the ankle and any ac-
t i v i t i e s  t h a t  c a u s e
discomfort.

I = Ice
Ice reduces swelling and

the initial pain of your an-
k l e  s p r a i n .  A p p l y  a
wrapped ice pack to the in-
jured ankle for 10-20 min-
utes, using it every two or

three hours in the first two
days following an injury.

C = Compression
Compression helps re-

duce swelling and stabiliz-
es an injured ankle. Use an
elastic bandage or wrap or
try a brace. “Several types
are available that can pro-
vide added support to your
injured ankle. Make sure
it’s not too tight to avoid
cutting off the circulation
to your foot or causing dis-
comfort,” Friedmann said.

E = Elevation

Keeping the injured an-

kle above your heart helps
reduce swelling and re-
moves excess fluid from
the injured area. Elevating
your foot while relaxing or
sleeping with a pillow un-
derneath your ankle can
assist in the healing pro-
cess.

“Following the first few
days of a sprain, gentle
stretching or light exer-
cise, such as walking can
help your recovery. In any
healing process, listen to
your body. If an activity
causes significant discom-
fort or pain, stop and con-
tact your doctor to avoid a
more serious injury,”
Friedmann explained.

Houston Methodist Bay-
town Hospital is taking
every necessary precau-
tion during the coronavi-
rus pandemic to keep you
and our staff members
safe. During the COVID-
19 pandemic, we are:

• Screening all patients,
ensuring only those with-
out COVID-19 symptoms
are seen in the office

• Wearing masks and
personal protective equip-

ment (PPE) while provid-
ing patient care

• Reorganizing waiting
rooms and check-in lines to
ensure social distancing

• Implementing addi-
tional sanitation processes
to disinfect all equipment
and surfaces

Located in the recently
opened, state-of-the-art
Outpatient Center, the
specialists with Houston
Methodist Orthopedics &
Sports Medicine at Bay-
town—Dr. Friedmann,
Mark Franklin, MD, Dr.
Karthik Jonna, David
Mann, DO, Dr. Jennifer
Wagner and Michael Hop-
son, MD—provide compre-
hensive care for the full
range of orthopedic condi-
tions, including join re-
p lacement ,  ar thr i t i s ,
fracture care, rotator cuff
injuries and sports medi-
cine. For more information
and to schedule an ap-
pointment, call 281-427-
7 4 0 0  o r  v i s i t
houstonmethodist.org/or-
thopedics.

Don’t Let Ankle Sprains Sideline You

DR. ANDREW FRIEDMANN

CHAMBERS COUNTY
– Samantha Humphrey,
Public Information Officer
for the county, reports re-
ceiving quite a few calls
and emails over the week-
end regarding Chambers
County’s designation as a
COVID-19 vaccination
HUB. She said that the
county is still in the very
early stages of planning

Chambers County designated as Vaccine HUB
vaccination sites.

Here is some basic infor-
mation that may be of use:

C h a m b e r s  C o u n t y
learned of their designa-
tion as a vaccination HUB
on Saturday, January 16,
2020 and immediately be-
gan working to identify po-
tential mass vaccination
sites and staff.

The county has a limit-

ed number of vaccines
available currently, and so
pre-registration for sites
will be required. Informa-
tion regarding pre-regis-
tration for these sites will
be released soon. No un-
registered walk ups or
drive ups will be accepted.

Because of the limited
number of vaccines avail-
able at each site, we will

not be releasing locations
publicly. Only the date will
be public. Once a person
registers for a vaccine
date, they will receive the
time and location of their
vaccine site, as well as any
additional pertinent infor-
mation.

Vaccines will be avail-
able for all Phase 1A and
Phase 1B populations.

Registration will take
place on a first-come, first-
served basis.

Once information is fi-
nalized, we will publicize
it. Residents who have
signed up for the Cham-
bers Warns (mass alert)
system will receive a phone
call and/or text and we will
also promote through the
media.

Hearts & Minds
Early Learning
Center

We will be
celebrating Hearts &
Minds Early Learning
Center’s second
location opening in
Dayton! The ribbon-
cutting will be at their
Dayton location, 106
S. Cleveland St. at 11
AM on January 27,
2021. We hope
everyone can make it
to show support to
this new Dayton
business.

Dayton
Chamber
News
Monthly
Networking
Luncheon

Guest Speaker:
Dallas Shipp

Lunch will be
Catered By:
Mike’s BBQ

Join us for our
luncheon Tuesday,
February 2, 2021, in
the ballroom of the
Dayton Community
Center
801. S. Cleveland St.

Lunch will be served
at 12:00 pm

We are asking you to
please RSVP by 5:00
pm Friday, January
29th to be entered in
the drawing for a
chance to win a door
prize.

Dayton
Chamber of
Commerce
20th Annual
Banquet

Sponsored By:
Sterling Funeral
Homes

Due to the recent
spike of Covid-19
cases within the
county and for the
safety of our
members, we have
decided to postpone
our Annual Banquet
to Saturday, February
27th from
6:00 to 10:00 pm in
the Dayton
Community Center
Ballroom.

First
Responders
Luncheon!

Save the Date for the
First Responders
Luncheon!

Join us for our
luncheon Tuesday,
March 2, 2021, in the
ballroom of the
Dayton Community
Center
801. S. Cleveland St.

Lunch will be served
at 12:00 pm

Lawmen shot at chasing suspects

This stolen ATV with three suspects aboard fled from
deputies from Chambers County near Highway 146 to near
Highlands Ranch on Garth Road north of Baytown on Dec.
29. Soon after the chase began on foot one of the suspects
fired a pistol at the lawmen.

Terrance Alexander

Mont Belvieu - A wild
chase with gunshots be-
tween Chambers and Har-
ris County happened on
Dec. 29.

Sheriff Brian Hawthorne
reports that on December
29, about 2:25 a.m., the
Chambers County Sheriff ’s
Office Business and Resi-
dential Neighborhood Task
Force (TF BURN) was pa-
trolling in the 9500 block of
N. Hwy 146 when a 2019
Polaris Ranger 1000 All-Ter-
rain Vehicle (ATV) occupied
by three subjects was ob-
served driving on a public
roadway.

When Deputies tried to
make a traffic stop the ve-
hicle refused to stop and fled
to Harris County.

Subjects abandoned the
ATV in the 5200 block of
East Wallisville Road and
fled on foot, as Chambers
County Deputies and offic-
ers with  Baytown Police De-
partment pursued.

During the foot chase one
of the subjects discharged a
firearm at pursuing depu-
ties and officers.  Multiple
resources to include Hous-
ton Police Departments Air
Support, a drone and mul-
tiple K9’s attempted to lo-
cate the subjects but were
unsuccessful.

The ATV’s owner was no-
tified and arrangements
have been made for him to
recover the vehicle.

On December 29, at ap-
proximately 1:18 p.m.,
Chambers County Sheriff ’s
Office Detective Dickens
was conducting a follow up
investigation in the 5200
block of the Highlands
Ranch Subdivision located

in Baytown, attempting to
obtain video surveillance
footage of the subjects.

While checking the area
Deputy Dickens observed a
person exit from behind one
of the residences, matching
the description of one of the
suspects. The subject had
dropped his cell phone and
had returned to retrieve it,
at the same time Deputy
Dickens was checking the
area.  As Deputy Dickens at-
tempted to speak with the
suspect, he again fled from
deputies.

After an extensive search
that included DPS Aircraft
Operations, DPS Troopers,
Parks and Wildlife, Bay-
town Police, Harris County
Precinct 3 Constable Depu-
ties and the Chambers
County Sheriff’s Office, the
subject was finally appre-
hended.

Information obtained on
scene positively identified
Terrance Jarrell Alexander,
20, of Austin, Texas, as the
person that discharged a
firearm at law enforcement
officers and also led to the
identification of additional

suspects involved in this in-
cident.  These suspects are
also being investigated for
numerous other ATV thefts
throughout Harris, Liberty
and Chambers Counties.

Terrance Jarrell Alex-
ander was arrested and
booked into the Chambers
County jail for evading ar-
rest, $25,000 bond, with sto-
len vehicle valued less than
$30,000; theft, $2,500 and
aggravated assault against
public servant (First degree
felony) $250,000 bond.

Sheriff Hawthorne creat-
ed TF BURN to add addi-
tional deputies patrolling
business and residential
neighborhoods in hopes of
reducing crime during the
holiday months.

“I am extremely proud of
the deputies that have
worked TF BURN, as well
as  the detectives of the
Criminal Investigations Di-
vision for their due diligence
in exhausting all measures
to solve this and other
crimes in Chambers Coun-
ty”, said Sheriff Hawthorne.

According to Harris
County Precinct 3 Consta-
ble Sherman Eagleton, “Pre-
cinct 3 Deputies assisted
Chambers County Sheriffs
Office in the apprehension
of suspect Terrance Jarrell
Alexander who had evaded
multiple law enforcement
agencies. Alexander was
wanted in connection to a
stolen ATV and is being in-
vestigated for his role in a
string of thefts in Harris
and neighboring counties.
Terrance Alexander was
charged and booked into the
Chambers County Jail.”

CHAMBERS COUNTY,
TEXAS – Al l  Chambers
County-owned community
buildings will remain closed
to public use until further no-
tice.

“We are again seeing a pe-
riod of widespread communi-
t y  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f
COVID-19,” said Chambers
County Judge Jimmy Sylvia,
“and we don’t feel that it’s
safe to reopen community
buildings for rental at this
time.”

Outdoor events are still
being considered on a case-by-
case basis. Those interested
in hosting an outdoor event in
County jurisdiction must sub-
mit an Outdoor Event Appli-
cation for review in advance.
This application can be found
under the Permitting page of
the Chambers County web-
site (co.chambers.tx.us).

“Times are still dark, but
we can see the light at the end
of the tunnel with vaccines
rolling out,” continued the
Judge. “We are cautiously op-
timistic that we will be able
to move forward with reopen-
ing in the near future.”

More information will be
released as it become avail-
able. In the meantime, Cham-
bers County residents are
encouraged to continue fol-
lowing guidelines. Avoid large
gatherings when possible,
practice social distancing and
wear a face covering when in
public.

County
Buildings
Closed to
Rentals


