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✯
IN THE
STARS

EVENTS
THURS. JUNE 24
Channelview
CHIC holds
meeting
Channelview Health &
Improvement Coalition
will be holding a
community meeting this
Thursday, June 24th, at
6:30 pm at the
Channelview Fire Dept.
Sta.3, 1210 Dell Dale,
Channelview, TX.  There
will be a social time from
5:30 - 6:20 pm to allow
for attendees mingling,
refreshments and getting
settled after which the
meeting will begin at
6:30 pm.

Ms. Bethany Dwyer, Atty
with the Harris County
Attorney's Office
Environmental Division
will give a presentation
and be available to
answer your questions
regarding the HC
Attorney's Office's role,
needs and limitations
when alerted to an issue
in our community.

Please feel free to share
this invite and
information with other
community members by
any means you may
communicate i.e. person
to person, phone, text,
email, FaceBook,
NextDoor, etc.

We hope to see you and
welcome new attendees
Thursday night.

Local Democrats meet with VP Harris
Discuss Texas Voter Restriction bills

Goose Creek Memorial
HS holds graduation

Ethan Rangel from  Goose Creek Memorial High School shows
off his diploma after graduating with the Class of 2021.
Graduation ceremonies were held Sunday, June 12 at the
Ford Park Arena in Beaumont.

Students in the Goose Creek Memorial High School Class of
2021 turn their tassels during the recent graduation ceremony.

WASHINGTON,DC –
Last week a group of Dem-
ocratic state legislators
met with Vice President
Kamala Harris to discuss
the ongoing fight to protect
voting rights in Texas and
to urge the US Senate to
pass H.R. 1 and H.R. 4 to
combat coordinated voter
suppression efforts taking
place across the country.

Sen. Carol Alvarado (D-
Houston), the chair of the
Senate Democratic Cau-
cus, released the following
statement after the meet-
ing:

“Today the members of
the Texas delegation had a
productive conversation
with Vice President Harris
about the fight against vot-
er suppression in the Tex-

as Legislature and the im-
portance of H.R. 1 and
H.R. 4.

We are grateful for Vice
President Harris’ partner-
ship and support in our
nation’s capitol as Demo-
crats aim to preempt Jim
Crow style laws from every
level of government. As we
look toward the next spe-
cial session in Austin, the
Texas Senate Democrats
will continue to do our part
in the fight to ensure that
our sacred right to vote is
not taken away by blatant
Republican voter suppres-
sion tactics.”

The Texas Senate Dem-
ocratic Caucus represents

The Democratic Caucus of the Texas Legislature, chaired by Senator Carol Alvarado
of Houston, (in the green dress top left) meets with Vice President Kamala Harris,
(top center in front of flag) to discuss federal and state legislation that is attempting
to restrict voters’ rights. Also around the table, Houston State Representatives
Armando Walle, Senfronia Thompson, and State Senator Boris Miles.

Continued on Page 5. See
Democrats meet VP.

Commissioner Garcia
is committed to keeping
seniors 60+ safe during
the hot summer months
and will be offering 100
portable A/C units to se-
niors who need it the
most.  Units will  be
available on a f irst
come, first served basis.

Contact the Precinct 2
Call Center at 713-274-
2222 Monday-Friday
from 8:00 AM-4:30 PM
to see if you qualify.

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Disabled Persons
• 60 years and older
• Fixed/low income
• Must be a home-

owner in Precinct 2

Beat the Heat!
Free A/C units
from Precinct 2

Harris County Pct. 2 Community
Centers, Libraries Reopen

HARRIS COUNTY –
As the number of COV-
ID-19 vaccinations ap-
proaches the goal of 70%
of the population, Har-
ris County has eased
their restrictions on us-
ing county facilities for
public functions, with
most locations limiting
attendance to 50% or
7 5 %  c a p a c i t y ,  a n d
masks being requested
but not required if you
are vaccinated.

In Precinct 2, Com-
missioner Adrian Gar-
cia has opened all the
community centers with
the exception of North-
east Community Center
on Bentley, which is be-
ing remodeled as part of

the new All-inclusive
County Park being con-
structed.

Harris County Li-
braries  are all open, too,
including Stratford/
Highlands Branch Li-
braary  and  Crosby
Branch Library in this
area. One exception is

the Galena Park library,
which is closed for re-
construction of storm
damage. However, the
Curiosity Cruiser visits
every Wednesday. Curb-
side service is still avail-
able at all libraries, but
meeting rooms cannot
be used.

STRATFORD LIBRARY in Highlands

• Must Apply by June
30

The A/C Units will be
offered to qualifying se-
niors or individuals with
disabilities who have
not received a unit from
any other program.

Call 713-274-2222.

SUN. JULY 4
Crosby Church
4th of July
Celebration!
6pm-9pm on July 4th
2021 at the Crosby
Campus on US90.
Fireworks at 9:15pm.
Bring your lawn chairs
and join us for the
evening. Entertainments
and Concessions, Kids
Games available. 5725
Hwy 90, Crosby.
www.crosbychurch.com
for more info.

ONGOING
Precinct2gether
Pct. 2 Summer
Day Camp

There is still time to take
advantage of our
SUMMER Day Camp over
the next 6 weeks.  Proof
of income is the only
thing required to attend
for FREE!

9 different locations
throughout Harris County
Precinct 2!

Monday - Thursday
8am-3pm

Friday 8am- Noon
Sign up for 1 week or

all 6 weeks you tell us
Just call 713-274-2222

to get registered.

ONGOING
Free food at
Branch Libraries

Every Wednesday you
can pick up Breakfast &
Lunch for the week (7
boxed meals for each
child under the age of 18)

Courtesy Harris County
Branch Library and the
Houston Food Bank.
Walk-ins welcome, no
registration.

HMB Keep You Moving,
Page 6

District Attorney Lock Up
Your Guns, Page 3

Civic Club Projects,
Page 2
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281-328-5869

Home Health Care

CROSBY’S HOME

TOWN HOME CARE

Skilled Nursing, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker, Home Health Aide,

Hospice Services
*Physical Therapy Position Available

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR MEDICARE
FUNDED HOME HEALTH CARE
Physical Therapy Position Available

Locally owned and Operated by Tabatha and Jonathan Brady

Non-Discrimination Policy
No client shall be, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or handicap,

sexual orientation, marital status, religion or status with regard to public assistance or veteran status,
excluded from admission to services through Omnix Health Care Services, Inc.

Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2018 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: cri.tax.jhinson@gmail.com

Maximum Tax Savings

HIGHLANDS LYNCHBURG CHAMBER on Friday, June 11 awarded teachers
at B.P. Hopper Primary recognition for perfect attendance and their hard
work with our children. Chamber Director Jessica Woods said “These ladies
make a difference every day in the lives of our children.” Celebrating them
for perfect attendance for the year! Jessica Amezcus Turpen, Sandy Bocox,
Deborah Rorie, and counselor Nieketta Batiste! Also pictured are Jessica
Woods from the Highlands-Lynchburg Chamber of Commerce with Maria
Rosas and Soledad Harding of Hopper!

Recognizing our Primary
School Teachers’ hard work

Area Pilot Club presidents
meet recently

Highlands Rotary Club
Community Projects

Chinquapin senior Francisco Trujillo receives the JE Bird Scholarship for $2500
from Rotary Chairman Larry White, and club president Andy Scott.
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COUNTY
CONNECTION

Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo

✯

Hurricane Season is Here
Another hurricane season is upon us, and now is the

time to make sure you are prepared for whatever
storm the next six months may bring. Watch Harris
County Judge Lina Hidalgo outline the four essential
steps to protecting your family and your property. For
more information and resources for hurricane season,
visit ReadyHarris.org.

New Eviction Intervention
Program helps families

Though employers are gradually rebuilding their
ranks, many people remain unemployed and/or signifi-
cantly behind on rent from the months their work-
places were closed due to the pandemic. The new $8
million Eviction Intervention Program, a division of
the Houston-Harris County Emergency Rental Assis-
tance Program (ERAP), will work to divert eviction
cases out of court, helping families avoid imminent
homelessness and landlords recover overdue rent. The
program will be run by The Alliance, a nonprofit agen-
cy helping refugees, immigrants, and underserved resi-
dents.

Tenants can apply for the Eviction Intervention Pro-
gram by submitting an application for the Houston-
Harris County Rental Relief Fund at
HoustonHarrisHelp.org. The application will ask if
they have received a notice to vacate or a court sum-
mons, and, if so, requests the docket number. Qualify-
ing applications will be automatically referred to the
Eviction Intervention Program. Tenants who do not
qualify for eviction intervention but who are still
struggling financially because of pandemic-related
wage reductions are still encouraged to apply to the
Houston-Harris County Rental Relief Fund. The appli-
cation portal remains open, and tens of millions of dol-
lars in relief are still available. As of May 26, the
Rental Relief Fund has pledged and paid over $84 mil-
lion to 23,146 tenants in need of assistance.

Eligible applicants to the Eviction Intervention Pro-
gram must already have a docket number (or case
number), cannot earn more than the income threshold
(80% of area median income), and must prove pandem-
ic-related financial impact. Both tenant and landlord
must agree to participate. The Eviction Intervention
Program offers up to six months of rent. You can view
the eligibility requirements and FAQs, submit docu-
ments, and find other resources related to the Eviction
Intervention Program and the Emergency Rental As-
sistance Program at HoustonHarrisHelp.org. In addi-
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✯      O P I N I O N    P A G E    ✯

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

Heat wave across Texas
prompts conservation call
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The Electric Reliability
Council of Texas urged
Texans to cut back on pow-
er usage last week when
an unusually large num-
ber of power plants shut
down for unexpected re-
pairs as temperatures
soared. ERCOT officials
announced Friday that
Texans could resume nor-
mal levels of electricity
use, however.

ERCOT came under fire
after widespread outages
during the winter storm in
mid-February, resulting in
the CEO being forced out
and much of the board re-
placed.

Saturday marked the
official first day of summer.

BORDER WALL
CONSTRUCTION PLAN
UNVEILED

Gov. Gregg Abbott last
week announced several
key facets of his plan for
the state to build a wall on
its border with Mexico.
Abbott and other state
leaders signed a letter dur-
ing a press conference, al-
lowing the transfer of $250
million to begin construc-
tion and to hire a program
manager and contractors.
The program manager will
hire contractors and sub-
contractors needed to build
the wall and will identify
available state land, as
well as private land whose
owners are willing to vol-
unteer space for the wall.

Meanwhile, Land Com-
missioner George P. Bush
announced approximately
591,595 acres of state-
owned land will receive
emergency authorization
to be used to build part of
the wall. Texas and Mexi-
co share 1,254 miles of
common border, according
to the Texas Department of
Transportation.

The governor is also
seeking donations for
building a wall via
www.borderwall.gov. State
lawmakers allocated $1
billion for border security

in the recently passed bud-
get, but Democratic offi-
cials have pointed out most
of that money goes to the
Texas Department of Pub-
lic Safety.

ABBOTT APPOINTS COBOS
TO PUC

Abbott last week ap-
pointed Lori Cobos to the
PUC. She fills a term
scheduled to expire on
Sept. 1, although she could
be reappointed. Senate
confirmation is not re-
quired since the Legisla-
ture is not in session. The
PUC will have a full com-
plement of commissioners
for the first time since Feb-
ruary.

“I am proud to appoint
Lori Cobos to the Public
Utility Commission of Tex-
as, and I know that she will
draw upon her wealth of
experience and knowledge
to faithfully serve the peo-
ple of Texas,” Abbott said.

Cobos has served in sev-
eral senior-level posts at
the PUC and ERCOT, in-
cluding as chief executive
and public counsel for the
Office of Public Utility
Counsel. As a commission-
er, she will draw a salary
of $201,000 annually.

FOREST SERVICE
FIREFIGHTERS SENT TO AID
OTHER STATES

Texas A&M Forest Ser-
vice has sent 25 firefight-
ers, including two engine
crews, to wildfires in Colo-

rado, Alaska, Arizona, New
Mexico and Florida.

“Texas state resources
are supporting wildfire
suppression efforts in mul-
tiple roles, including fire-
fighters, engine support,
prevention team members,
aviation operations and
support roles,” TFS said in
a press release. The release
said TFS remains dedicat-
ed to protecting the state’s
natural resources from
wildfire while assisting
other states, a common
practice.

Across Texas, the poten-
tial for wildfires remains
low due to the copious
amounts of rain this
spring. For current condi-
tions, visit the Texas Po-
tential Outlook site: https:/
/tinyurl.com/ 3j84srd7

VACCINE RATE CONTINUES
TO SLOW

The number of Texans
who are fully vaccinated
against COVID-19 has hit
11.4 million, about 39% of
the state’s population, ac-
cording to Texas Depart-
ment of State Health
Services.

Across the United
States, 45% of the popula-
tion is fully vaccinated.
Texas ranks in the lower
tier of states in percentage
of population that is fully
vaccinated. However, the
number of new COVID-19
cases in Texas dropped
considerably from the pre-
vious week, with 8,414 re-
ported by the Coronavirus
Resource Center at Johns
Hopkins University, along
with 186 deaths. Hospital-
izations dropped slightly,
with 1,564 lab confirmed
COVID-19 patients in Tex-
as hospitals, according to
DSHS.

STAAR TESTS SHOW DROP
IN MATH RESULTS

Results from the State
of Texas Assessments of
Academic Readiness,
which measures students’
knowledge of several sub-
jects, shows a sharp drop
in math scores, the Texas
Standard reported last
week. The new scores came
after a school year unlike
no other, with many stu-
dents taking classes online
at home because of the
pandemic.

Only 42% of high school
students who took the pri-
mary high school math test
were considered to be “at
grade level,” down from
66% last year. This year’s
STAAR results don’t in-
clude all students, since
some did not return to
school in-person to take
the exam.

Gary Borders is a veter-
an award-winning Texas
journalist. He published a
number of community
newspapers in Texas dur-
ing a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches and
Cedar Park. Email:
gborders@texaspress.com .

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

Tanner wasn’t waiting
for me at the fence yester-
day.

Dakota and Tanner, my
two oldest dogs, are always
waiting for me at the
chain-link fence. Dakota
can’t hear and doesn’t see
well, so she stays close to
the fence in the afternoon
when I walk by in order to
collect her treat. Tanner
really can’t see or hear at
all, so he keeps close to
Dakota. Yesterday he
wasn’t there.

The thing about giving
out dog treats is that, even
though I have a relation-
ship with all these dogs, I
don’t know much about
them.

“Where is your brother?”
I once asked a long-legged
hound that I always met
with her sibling.

“We had to put him
down yesterday,” the
hound dog’s owner said, as
his eyes filled with tears.

“Oh! I’m sorry. That was
sudden,” I said.

He nodded and wiped
his eyes. The now-single
hound looked up at me
with big sad eyes, as if she
knew what we were talk-
ing about. It was sudden
for everyone.

Today I am worried
about Tanner. He’s 14, and
it pulls at my heart the
way he takes his treat so
gently. He cannot see my
hand. His teeth are old and
worn. His muzzle is gray.
He is so old and kind and
careful. And yesterday, he
was missing.

My heart was already
tender.

My husband Peter’s old-
est sister, Shelley, has been
in and out of the hospital
for more than two months.
She has made it out as far
as rehab, and then had to
go back to the hospital for
more surgeries, more infec-
tions, more trouble.

Peter is still grieving the
loss of his other sister, Lori,
who died of cancer just this
spring. He is worried—we
are both so worried—about
Shelley.

I try not to ask Peter,
“Any news on Shelley?” be-
cause he would tell me if
there was. And so I go for
my walk and always in the
back of my mind I’m won-
dering about Shelley. And
then, yesterday, Tanner
was missing.

“Where is Tanner?” I
asked Dakota, as she ate
her treat. She did not an-
swer. I could tell she
thought she should get a
second treat, since I had
another one in my hand,
ready.

“This treat is for Tan-
ner!” I told her. But she
kept staring at me, giving
me no clue where he might
be.

I used to think bad news
was the hardest thing to
bear. Now I’m not sure if
no news isn’t a little worse.
No news is a constant
buzzing. It is hopeful one
moment and doom-filled
the next. It is pain and fear
mixed together. It is the
anticipation of loss, and it
causes me to see ill omens
and sadness everywhere.

There is still no news on
Shelley. Her son and
daughter-in-law can’t
know any more than the
doctors, and the doctors
don’t know what is hap-
pening. She is tired. She is
sad. I imagine she must be
lonely. All we know is that
she does not call and her
voicemail is full and that
is not like Shelley.

I brought a couple of ex-
tra-large treats with me on
my walk today. When I got
to Tanner’s house, there
was only one dog waiting
outside. It was Tanner.

I hollered at him to no
avail. I jumped up and
down and waved my arms
and finally caught his eye.
He tottered over.

“Oh, Tanner. It’s so good
to see you,” I told him.

“What’s the big deal?” he
seemed to say.

Sometimes no news is
the best news of all.

Till next time,
Carrie
Carrie Classon’s mem-

oir is called “Blue Yarn.”
Learn more at
CarrieClasson.com.

No News

OPINION
✯

By Grace Chimene, President
League of Women Voters of Texas

✯
STARLITE

By Gil Hoffman, Publisher

League of Women Voters of Texas President
Grace Chimene issued the following statement in
response to Governor Abbott’s defunding the
Texas legislature by vetoing Article X of the new
state budget.

“Governor Abbott’s defunding of the legislature
is dangerous to our democracy and undermines
the will of the people and the constitutional set of
checks and balances upon which our government
is built.

“House legislators were doing their job, patriot-
ically representing their constituents. The
League of Women Voters is deeply concerned
about the undemocratic action taken by Governor
Abbott in retribution for not getting his way on an
anti-voter bill. The Governor’s action is a danger-
ous step away from democracy, shows complete
disrespect to the voters of Texas, to the staff who
do the work of the government and for our system
of checks and balances.

“Of particular concern is the upcoming redis-
tricting cycle, which is mandated by the U.S. and
Texas Constitutions. The Legislative Council
provides technical and legal support to the Texas
Legislature during redistricting; and by defund-
ing this nonpartisan agency, the Governor has
jeopardized the Legislature’s ability to produce
new district maps. This threatens our democracy.
The census report comes out in August and a
special session on redistricting is planned for
early fall. Elected officials will now have to create
maps without expert legal and technical assis-
tance. The power of our votes is determined by
how district maps are written.

Our government and the people of Texas rely
on the staff of these and other legislative offices to
do the necessary work of our democracy.

    Legislative office staff - Each legislator’s staff works hard meeting the
needs of the public their legislators serve.

    The Legislative Budget Board - This agency develops budget and policy
recommendations for legislative appropriations, completes fiscal analyses for
proposed legislation, and conducts evaluations and reviews to improve the
efficiency and performance of state and local operations.

    The Legislative Council - The Texas Legislative Council is a nonpartisan
legislative agency that serves as a source of impartial research and information
and provides technical and legal support to the Texas Legislature for
redistricting. Its staff assists legislators in drafting and analyzing proposed
legislation, and in obtaining information on specific legislative problems and on
matters affecting the general welfare of the state. Council staff also handles the
printing, processing, and distribution of legislative documents and provides
computer support to the legislature and all of the other legislative agencies.

    The Sunset Advisory Commission - Their mission is to enhance
government accountability to the Legislature and people of Texas by objectively
evaluating the need for and value of state programs and services.

    The State Auditor - Their mission is to improve government accountabili-
ty by investigating allegations of illegal acts and improprieties involving any
entity that receives funds from the state.

“The League of Women Voters will continue to
monitor this dangerous step away from democra-
cy and seek effective remedies.”

Not a weekend to remember

We usually play catch-up on the weekends,
because around a newspaper there is always one
more thing to do, getting ready for the next
edition.

But this weekend was one I would like to
forget. It started when we came into the office
Saturday morning. A piece of our ironwork that
secures our storefront was lying on the floor. Why
we wondered. Then we saw it. A bullet hole in the
front glass, and we discovered pieces of the bullet
on the floor. I can tell you this is a disconcerting
event. And although no one was hurt, nor any
property other than the glass window, you begin
to wonder why anyone would shoot at your
building in the middle of the night. Our commer-
cial street is usually quiet and safe. Was is
random? Was it personal? The police came, but
offered no more information than we had.

But things didn’t get better. Later in the day,
we learned that our right-hand man, our friend
and colleague for over 25 years in the newspaper
business, Lewis Spearman, had a heart attack,
and was in the hospital recovering. Luckily with
good care at Houston Methodist, and a stent in
his heart, he will be fine.

Trying to get some work done, and not worry
too much about these events, I sat at the comput-
er. And then the power went off. Newspapers are
highly dependent on computers, and with no
lights and no computers, you are out of luck.

And this was a weekend that seems determined
to prove we had no luck. Yes we fixed the power,
but we could only wish that next weekend would
be better, and we could forget this one in the past.

Defunding of the Legislature is
Dangerous to Our Democracy



Star ✯ Courier / Press / North Channel STAR Page 5THURSDAY, JUNE 24, 2021

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
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SPECIALIZATION

Church Page Sponsors

Call 713-266-3444 to join to
join sponsorship of this
page. Thank you.

Siding &
Roof Repairs

Mobile Home Skirting
Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

urban and rural communi-
ties across the state, serv-
ing nearly 12 mil l ion
Texans. The current mem-
bers are Chair Carol Alva-
rado (Houston), Vice Chair
Nathan Johnson (Dallas),
John Whitmire (Houston),
Judith Zaffirini (Laredo),

Democrats meet VP Harris,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Eddie Lucio, Jr. (Browns-
ville), Royce West (Dallas),
Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa
(McAllen), José Menéndez
(San Antonio) ,  Borris
Miles (Houston), Beverly
Powell (Burleson), Sarah
Eckhardt (Austin), Roland
Gutierrez (San Antonio),

✯
IN THE
STARS

BIRTHDAYS
Jun 24–Jamie Triche

Jaylee Gomez
Jun 25--Pam White

Larry Marlin
Andrew Waldrip

Jun 26--C.L. Morgan
Jim White

Jun 27--Josh Lisenbe
George Welshimer
George Thurmond

Jun 28--Jeanne Webb
Ethan Hill

Jun 29--Sarah Muldrow
Peggy Smith

Jun 30--Hannah Barron
Alan Boudreaux
Lisa Boudreaux
Rosetta Farrar

Jul 1--Susan Butler
Deanna Hildebrand
Otis McGaffet
Lewis Spearman

Jul 2--Mark Whittaker
Jul 3--Marsha DeLay

LaHoma Johnson
Bryan Sanders
Josh Beck

ANNIVERSARIES
Jun 23--Ben & Shannon

Coward
Daniel & Jane Pratka
Jun 25-Joe & Rene

Anselmo
Jun 29--John & Jean

Lee
K.D. & Linda Strickland
Don & Anna Mattingly
Jul 3--Larry & Shirley

Marlin
Jul 6--Tommy &

Jacqueline Criner

and César Blanco (El
Paso).

For questions regarding
the Texas Senate Demo-
cratic Caucus, please con-
tact Sushma Smith by
e m a i l  a t  j a s t i . s m i t h
@gmail.com or (281) 772-
9618.

Texas Democratic Caucus group at the White House, preparing to meet
Vice President Kamala Harris regarding SB7 and HB1, bills that deal with
voter restrictions in Texas and nationwide. Chairman Carol Alvarado, Texas
State Senator, is at the center in a blue dress.

Key Legislation promoted by
Highlands State Rep. Briscoe Cain

HARRIS COUNTY ––
Don’t get too comfortable
with Harris County’s de-
cline in COVID-19 cases.
At this time, 58% percent
of Harris County resi-
dents have received at
least one dose of the vac-
cine and almost 48% of
ages 12 and up are fully
vaccinated. However,
that means nearly half
are not and still at risk
for getting the virus. To
ensure cases continue to
decline,  more people
must get fully vaccinated.

Unvaccinated resi-
dents are not only at risk
of contracting the virus
but spreading it to others,
including children under
the age of 12 who can’t be
vaccinated. Be cautious
when you’re public with
your family since most
people are not wearing
masks, more than half
are not vaccinated and
some could be infected. In
addition, many people
who are sick with the vi-
rus don’t know they have
it. Four out of ten infect-
ed people have no symp-
t o m s  b u t  a r e  s t i l l
contagious. Harris Coun-
ty Public Health recom-
mends all adults get
vaccinated and that par-
ents of 12-17 year-old
children get them vacci-
nated.

It’s Way Too Early to
Claim Victory Over
the Virus
Many Harris County Residents Still
at Risk for Getting COVID-19

Vaccines are free at
HCPH vaccination sites
throughout Harris Coun-
ty and no appointment is
needed. To find one near
you, click here. If you pre-
fer to make an appoint-
m e n t ,  g o  t o
vacstrac.hctx.net or call
832-927-8787.

Twelve to 17-year-olds
are eligible for the Pfizer
vaccine. They must be ac-
companied by a parent or
guardian to be vaccinat-
ed or bring a consent form
signed by their parent or
guardian. Consent forms
are at vacstrac.hctx.net.

Parents with children
under 12 should get them
tested frequently to see if
they have COVID-19. If
they are infected, parents
can monitor them to
make sure they don’t de-
velop serious symptoms
and keep them isolated,
so they don’t infect oth-
ers.  Testing is free, quick
at HCPH sites and re-
sults come back in 48
hours. No appointments
are needed, click here to
find a site near you or call
832-927-7575.

Martha L Marquez |
Media Specialist

Classified ADS

713-266-3444



Star ✯ Courier / Press / North Channel STARPage 6 THURSDAY, JUNE 24, 2021



Star ✯ Courier / Press / North Channel STAR Page 7THURSDAY, JUNE 24, 2021

CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED
A D SA D S

Your AD will reach up to 50,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 25,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain l ink, wood
ornamental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

16-12t

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

W.W. Rowland is Leasing on Owner Operators who are Safe
and want consistent work and home time. Great Pay, Free

Parking, Safety Bonuses, Plate Program, Sign on & Referral
Bonuses and Fuel Discounts. We are a local company and have
plenty of Intermodal, Van and Flatbed work available. Give us a

call at (833) 610-8696, (713) 351-7037 or apply online at
www.wwrowland.com. Or if you want please come by in person
at 10000 Wallisville Road-Houston, TX 77013. If you want to be
part of a family operation that has been successful in business

for over 50 years please come see us.
Se Habla Español

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

PRINTING &
MAILING
Full Service
Marketing Services.
713-977-2555

               tfn

SERVICES

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

BASS MECHANICAL
A/C and Plumbing Service
Ron Bass Master Plumber

Phone # 713-647-2291

Family Owned Business
with Family Prices
TACL BO12735C

RPM 41930

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED
AUTO BODY TECH

Looking for an auto body person that
can help do work on a 67 Mustang.
This is a restoration job.  Please call

Dan 713-822-1017 if interested.
23-2t

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

24-2t

Back Issues are available
in PDF format on our

websites:
www.starcouriernews.com

and
www.northchannelstar.com

LEGAL
NOTICES

APPEAR IN THE
HIGHLANDS
STAR CROSBY

COURIER,
AND THE
NORTH

CHANNEL
STAR.
CALL

713-266-3444
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CITY OF DEVERS OPPOSED TO
DREDGE MATERIAL LANDFILL

Barbers Hill
Dayton PressBarbers Hill
Dayton Press✯

Serving Mont Belvieu, Dayton, Baytown and surrounding communities since 1995

Dayton
Chamber
News

Please join the
Dayton Chamber of
Commerce at our July
Luncheon, sponsored
by DayNet.

We invite the City of
Dayton Residents and
Dayton Businesses to
come out and hear
about the exciting new
things coming to
Dayton!

You must RSVP to
this event due to limited
space.

The City of Dayton
is embarking on
creating a new
broadband Internet
utility for servicing its
diverse community. The
DayNet network will
encompass 110 miles of
fiber giving every
home, business, and
community anchor the
opportunity for access
to ultra-high-speed
broadband Internet,
making Dayton a
competitive place to
live, work, learn, and
play. By providing high-
speed broadband
services, the City could
increase competition
and choice for its
community, while
having a positive impact
on economic
development,
education, and the
technology amenities
that are available to
citizens and
businesses. DayNet
Fiber Internet will be
available in Fall 2021.

If you’re interested
in signing up or
learning more about
DayNet, please join us
at our July Chamber
Luncheon, or visit their
website by clicking
here.

Tuesday, July 13th
11:30 AM

Dayton Community
Center Ballroom

801 S. Cleveland St.
Dayton, TX 77535

Guest Speakers:
Marshall Daniels -

DayNet Fiber Internet
Chief Vine -

Dayton’s new
Emergency Notification
System (RAVE and
Smart 911)

Caterer:
Tuscany Italian

Restaurant
Lunch will be

served at 12:00 pm

We are asking that
you please RSVP by
5:00 PM Friday, July 9th
to be entered in the
drawing for a chance to
win a door prize.

Monthly
Luncheon
Tuesday,
July 13

BAYTOWN — Four
Houston Methodist Bay-
town Hospital nurses were
recognized as recipients of
the June DAISY Award.

Jesse Arellano, a mem-
ber of the hospital’s 2 East
unit staff, Becky Ho (2
North unit) and Jaci Skra-
banek and Michelle Trevi-
no, both members of the 3
West unit, received the
award that recognizes the
“super-human” tasks nurs-
es perform every day. The
DAISY Award is given by
the DAISY Foundation
and Community Resource
Credit Union sponsors the
award program at Houston
Methodist Baytown.

This marks the second
DAISY award each for Sk-
rabanek and Trevino, who
both received multiple
nominations from patients
that cited their compas-
sion, great communication
skills and willingness to go
above and beyond to care
for their patients.

In his nominating let-
ter, Arellano was praised
for  h is  at tent iveness
throughout the patient’s
stay and “even brought me

coffee. He is a wonderful
nurse.”

A family member recog-
nized Ho for taking “amaz-
ing care of my mother
while on hospice.”

The not-for-profit DAI-
SY Foundation is based in
Glen Ellen, Calif., and was
established by family
members in memory of J.
Patrick Barnes, who died
in 1999 at the age of 33
from complications of idio-
pathic thrombocytopenic
purpura (ITP), a little
known but not uncommon
auto-immune disease. The
care Barnes and his fami-
ly received from nurses

while he was ill inspired
this  unique means of
thanking nurses for mak-
ing a profound difference
in the lives of their pa-
tients and patient families.
Each month, a nurse is se-
lected by a nursing com-
mittee  to  receive  the
DAISY Award.

Houston Methodist Bay-
town Hospital is proud to
be among the hospitals
participating in the DAISY
Award program. Nurses
are heroes every day, and
given the current national
nursing shortage, the Dai-
sy Award plays an impor-
tant role in letting our

Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital Honors
June DAISY Nursing Excellence Award Winners

nurses know their work is
highly valued.

About Houston Method-
ist Baytown Hospital

Houston Methodist Bay-
town Hospital has provid-
ed  Baytown and east
Harris, Liberty and Cham-
bers counties with excel-
lent medical care since its
opening in 1948. The hos-
pital continues to grow to
meet the health care needs
of its growing community
through an ongoing con-
struction and renovation
program that has seen the
opening of a new emergen-
cy center, outpatient cen-

ter and medical-surgical
units. A new five-story pa-
tient tower is scheduled to
open in 2023. As a health
care leader, the hospital is
proud to have a fully inte-
grated residency program
focused on educating and
inspiring future practitio-
ners.  Today,  Houston
Methodist Baytown pro-
vides the most advanced
and innovative procedures
while never wavering from
its focus on compassionate
care and providing a safe,
patient-centered healing
e n v i r o n m e n t .
Houstonmethodist.org/
baytown.

JESSE ARELLANO BECKY HO JACI SKRABANEK MICHELLE TREVINO

DEVERS MAYOR
STEVEN HORELICA

MAP shows the route that trucks must follow, to get
from the Dredge site on the San Jacinto River near I-
10, through either Highlands/Crosby or Mont Belvieu/
Dayton, to reach the landfill site near Devers in Liberty
County. The trip is over 35 miles, and would involve
hundreds of truck trips to move 15,000 cu. yds. of
material. Part of the trip would be by barge, according
to the application.

THE LANDFILL SITE near Devers would involve
environmental construction similar to this drawing.
Earth berms and planting is meant to contain any
deleterious materials.

By Gilbert Hoffman

The City of Devers in
Liberty County is the pro-
posed site for a landfill of
dredged material, taken
from the San Jacinto Riv-
er near the toxic Waste Pit
Superfund site. The site is
located near Channelview
on the west, and High-
lands on the east. It is close
to River Road and San Ja-
cinto River Estates, and
Precinct 2’s Meadowbrook
Park.

However, the city has
sent two letters to the
Army Corps of Engineers,
objecting to the fact that
the landowner, Holtmar
Land LLC of Houston, is
proceeding with only a Let-
ter of Permission, not a
complete public hearing
for a permit, which the city
contends is necessary. The
Letter of Permission is
based on an application
that was filed 6 years ago,
in 2015 with the Corps.

Residents and environe-
mental groups have com-
plained both at the dredge
site, and the landfill site,
of the lack of public input
and the public desire not to
have this project take place
near their homes.

Carolyn Stone, a resi-
dent of Channelview and
member  o f  the  CHIC
(Channelview Health &
Improvement Coalition)
has led a fight to have the
project stopped, at least
until a proper application
and public hearing deter-
mine if the project should
be permitted.

Stone has questionned
the Corps on whether the
project and Letter of Per-
mission were ever proper-
ly notices to the public. She
and THEA’s Jackie Young
claim they were not. The
Corps Regulatory Project

Manager, Brian Bader, is
quoted as stating that “all
permit applications that
require a Public Notice...
are posted on our web site.”
T h e r e f o r e ,  n o  p u b l i c
knowledge unless you
know when and where to
look.

In a letter sent June 9
to Brian Bader at the
Galveston Corps of Engi-
neers, Mayor Steve Horel-
ica said that due to many
concerns expressed by cit-
izens and agencies, Devers
was requesting that “the
Corps return the Applica-
tion to the Applicant as the
Letters of Permission per-
mitting option is not suit-
able for a project of this
magnitude and one that
has generated appreciable
opposition.”

He continues:
 I. The Project is more

appropriate under an Indi-
vidual Permit Application

Letters of Permission
are only applicable to
projects that are consid-
ered minor and lack appre-
ciable opposition.(1) As
evidenced by the City’s
March 2021 resolution,
and manifold opposition
letters submitted by other
stakeholders, significant
concerns have been raised,
generating opposition from

affected individuals/enti-
ties in both the proposed
dredge site as well as the
proposed placement area.
Simply put, the Letters of
Permission “abbreviated
processing” (as provided in
33 C.F.R. § 325.2(e)) is in-
appropriate in this case,
where affected individuals
and entities like the City
have f1agged environmen-
tal concerns that merit a
more searching  permit-
ting process that requires
applicable evaluations and
public input.

The City stands by its
previous concerns, but
notes that an individual
permitting process would
be appropriate to address
many of the concerns, in-
cluding avoiding the im-
pacts to vegetation, water
quality, runoff, flooding,
impacts from the transpor-
tation of such materials,
and other externalities as
more specifically set forth
in the City’s earlier com-
ments and adopted resolu-
tion.

At this point in Mayor
Horelica’s letter, he re-
quests a Public Meeting.

II. Public Meeting Re-
quest

At a minimum the City
requests the Corps conduct
a public hearing to address
the comments received and
address necessary environ-
mental and public interest
evaluations necessary for a
project of this magnitude.
The Application should not
be advanced without such
input opportunity, and en-
gagement with those who
stand to be most directly
affected by the Applicant’s
proposed activities. Such
meetings are contemplat-
ed under the individual
permitting process out-
l i n e d  i n  3 3  C . F . R .  §
325.2(a)(3) and are appro-

priate in this instance to
ensure adequate opportu-
nity for dialogue and dis-
cussion on the Application.
There is simply no reason
to rush the Application for-
ward under the Letters of
Permission process when
appropriate public input
and health/environmental
concerns are abundant.

The City appreciates
the opportunity for contin-
ued engagement on the

Application, and is willing
to participate in a meeting
at the earliest noticed op-
portunity.

Steve Horelica, Mayor

cc: Col. Timothy R. Vail,
Galveston District Com-
mander

The Honorable Brian
Babin

The Honorable Ernest
Bailes

Calls on Corps of Engineers to hold Public Meeting, and Start over on Application


