
US EPA
The federal 
Environmental Protection 
Agency is the lead 
in dealing with the 
Superfund site. Congress 
has designated them with 
the responsibility to solve 
the problem.

PRP
Potential Responsible 
Parties include 
successors to the 
perpetrators of the Waste 
Pits. These include 
International Paper, and 
Waste Management.

US CONGRESS
Most legislators whose 
district includes the 
San Jacinto River, have 
expressed the need 
to remove the Waste 
Pits. This includes 
Congressmen Gene 
Green, Brian Babin, Ted 
Poe and others.

HARRIS COUNTY
County Attorney Vince 
Ryan led a lawsuit to 
make the Responsible 
Parties pay for 
remediation of the site. 
He won a $29.2 million 
dollar judgement to be 
spent on environmental 
improvements in the area.

SJRC/THEA
A Citizens movement, led by 
previous Highlands resident 
Jackie Young, has been the 
leading voice to have the 
Waste Pits totally removed. 
She heads San Jacinto River 
Coalition, and the new Texas 
Health and Environmental 
Alliance, Inc.

KEEPITCAPPED
A Citizens Group named 
San Jacinto Citizens 
Against Pollution located 
in Baytown has a web 
site espousing its belief 
that a permanent cap 
is the best solution. 
Thomas Knickerbocker 
is their attorney, but the 
leadership is anonymous.
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FREE Take One

EPA extends Waste Pits schedule 
another 270 days, pushes the 
clean-up start to about 2024

 HOUSTON – Jackie Young 
Medcalf, president of the 
Texas Health & Environment 
Alliance (THEA) recently 
learned that the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) authorized a 270-day 
extension to the design phase 
of the San Jacinto River Waste 
Pits Superfund process at the 
request of the responsible 
parties (International Paper 
and Waste Management sub-
sidiary, McGinnis Industrial 
Maintenance Corporation). 
This extension is on the heels 
of a 160-day extension autho-
rized by the EPA in Septem-
ber of 2020.

Medcalf feels that the EPA 
needs to be more transparent 
and inclusive in these types of 
decisions. She feels the first 
extension allowed time for 
more testing and sampling, 
but thinks the new extension 
will just be an unnecessary 
delay and have the potential 
problem of moving remedia-
tion work back several years 
and conflict with a new I-10 
bridge that TxDOT plans to 
build over the San Jacinto 
River.

 The Waste Pits Superfund 
Site is the result of paper mill 
waste disposed of along the 
San Jacinto River in the 1960s. 
The Waste Pits presented such 
a threat to the environment 
and to public health that they 
were listed for clean-up under 
the EPA Federal Superfund 

THEA urges 
completion 
of Health 
Survey

SEE SURVEY ON PAGE 2. 
PLEASE COMPLETE AND 

SUBMIT TO THEA.

program in 2008. Currently, 
remediation of the Waste Pits 
is in the design phase which 
was initiated in April of 2018 
by a settlement between the 
EPA and the Waste Pits’ re-
sponsible parties.

 When the 160-day exten-
sion was authorized in 2020, 
THEA did not object to this al-
lowance for further sampling 
and water treatability studies. 
Unfortunately, the EPA did not 
effectively utilize this time and 
require the responsible par-
ties move swiftly on sampling. 
This misuse of time is unac-
ceptable to local community 
members and it is critical that 
the EPA stop allowing time to 
be wasted and require expe-
dient and thorough work be 

completed. Delays or poorly 
executed work may pose pub-
lic health and environmental 
consequences in surrounding 
communities for generations 
to come.

 The EPA has ultimate au-
thority and oversight to see 
that the Waste Pits are re-
moved in a reasonable time-
frame and with best manage-
ment practices to ensure a 
safe and efficient clean-up. 
The local community has been 
left in the dark while time has 
been wasted. 

 Problems are best solved 
with open and transparent 
communication – which we 
are lacking for this Superfund 
Site. It is our impression that 
the EPA has allowed the focus 
to be on a singular concept 
created by the responsible 

Jackie Young Medcalf, THEA president, protests at the Waste 
Management offices in downtown Houston on April 15.

parties. These are the same 
parties who made their agen-
da clear for this site – they 
wanted to leave the Waste Pits 
in the San Jacinto River and 
were forced by federal order 
to cooperate in this process 
and to fully remove the Pits.

 The EPA must hold pol-
luters accountable and must 
provide transparent commu-
nication to the community. 
The tension is mounting for 
local residents and with ev-
ery hurricane season that ap-
proaches, fears heighten of 
the Pits being further disrupt-
ed by Mother Nature. Consid-
ering the 270-day extension 
and procurement time for re-
medial equipment, this push-
es the estimated clean-up 
start to 2024. The Waste Pits 
are nestled to the immediate 
north and south of Interstate 
10, which Texas Department 
of Transportation (TXDOT) 
plans to replace starting in the 
Spring of 2025. Unfortunately, 
it was announced in 2020 that 
the remedial timeline adjust-
ed from 2 years to 7 years. 
Local residents are extremely 
concerned about how these 
two major projects will impact 
one another, and how barge 
traffic on the River will impact 
the safety of these efforts. We 
need to see interagency coor-
dination on these sensitive ef-
forts taking place in the same 
timeframe, adjacent to one 
another on the navigable wa-
terway.

 The community and our 
elected officials need to hear 
from the EPA. We need to be 
informed and included in the 
process taking place that not 
only affects the future of In-
terstate 10, but the health and 
safety of the community and 
Galveston Bay.

 -- By J. Medcalf, THEA

 THEA has been compiling 
information for over a year with its 
“HEALTH SURVEY.” Information 
from that survey is confidential, 
but helps the organization monitor 
health and take action to correct 
environmental pollution.

Their statement on the survey 
follows:

“We know for a fact that each 
of our communities is suffering 
from abnormally high rates of 
certain types of cancer. The 
Texas Department of State 
Health Services (DSHS) looked 
at incidence rates for a handful 
of cancer types in the three 
communities we work with, and in 
each one, several of the selected 
types came back showing 
unusually high rates. 

If these are the results returned 
after investigating just a handful of 
cancer types, what does that mean 
for the other cancer types present 
in the community that were not 
investigated? 

That’s where our health survey 
comes in. 

We can’t work on effective 
solutions to the public health 
threats facing our communities 
until we have a complete 
understanding of the issue at hand. 
And we won’t have that complete 
understanding without data for all 
of the other cancer types present 
in our communities. Our health 
survey asks a few questions about 
the types of cancer your family 
has experienced. Once we know 
every type of cancer present in our 
communities, we can ask the state 
to investigate rates for all of those 
types, not just a select view. 

With that comprehensive 
data, we will be better equipped 
to understand the scope of 
the health emergencies facing 
our communities, and better 
positioned to advocate for an 
effective solution. 

NO TIME TO 
WASTE: A Call for 
Inclusivity and 
Transparency in the 
San Jacinto River 
Waste Pits Superfund 



THEA Health SURVEY
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