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County returns COVID threat level to RED
Delta Variant
fills Hospitals

HARRIS COUNTY –
Harris County judge
Lina Hidalgo raised the
COVID-19 threat level
to “red” on Thursday af-
ternoon, as the COVID-
19 delta variant has
increased hospitaliza-
tions and strained the
region’s hospital re-
sources over the past
month.

It’s the first time the
county has hit its high-
est threat level since
June 2020.

The new advisory in-
dicates that severe and
uncontrolled outbreaks

are present in the com-
munity and worsening,
and that the public
health capacity in the
region is strained or ex-
ceeded, Hidalgo said.

“It’s straining our
staff, it’s straining our
hospitals, and it’s im-
posing heartbreak and
anxiety in so many fam-
ilies in Harris County,”
Hidalgo said.

The county judge
called the latest surge a
“ p e r f e c t  s t o r m ”  o f
strained staff, a more
transmissible virus, and
the limited ability for lo-

Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo advises wearing masks and getting a
vaccine shot. She has raised the COVID-19 Threat Level to #1 RED,
responding to the high number of positive cases of the Delta variant that
has resulted in Houston area hospitals filled to capacity or beyond. The
county’s LBJ Hospital is full, for instance, and has erected tents outside
the building to take the overflow of patients of all illnesses.

Continued. See Threat
Level RED, page 2

AUSTIN - Governor
Greg Abbott today issued
a proclamation announc-
ing that he will convene
a second special legisla-
tive session at 12:00 p.m.
on August 7, 2021. The
proclamation identifies
17 agenda items for the
second Special Session.

“The Texas Legislature
achieved a great deal dur-
ing the 87th Legislative
Session, and they have a
responsibility to finish
the work that was start-
ed,” said Governor Ab-
bott. “I will continue to
call special session after
special session to reform
our broken bail system,
uphold election integrity,
and pass other important

items that Texans de-
mand and deserve. Pass-
ing these Special Session
agenda items will chart a
course towards a stronger
and brighter future for
the Lone Star State.”

Agenda items for the
second Special Session
will include:

BAIL REFORM: Legis-
lation reforming the bail
system in Texas to pro-
tect the public from ac-
cused criminals who may
be released on bail.

ELECTION INTEGRI-
TY: Legislation strength-
ening the integrity of
elections in Texas.

FEDERAL RELIEF
APPROPRIATIONS:
Legislation providing ap-
propriations from unap-
propriated available
revenues for COVID-19-
related healthcare ex-
penses, such as those
listed below, taking into
consideration the approx-
imately $10.5 billion in
funds received by local
governments intended to
be used on COVID-19
from the American Res-
c u e  P l a n  A c t  o f
2021(ARPA), Pub. L. No.
117-2:

--healthcare staffing
needs, including physi-
cians, nurses, and other
medical professionals;

Abbott calls Second Special Session of the Legislature
Democrats remain away in DC

Continued. See 2nd
Special Session, page 2

--establishing, staffing,
and operating alternative
care sites;

--supporting the oper-
ations of nursing homes,
state supported living
centers, assisted living
facilities, and long-term
care facilities;

--vaccine administra-
tion;

--testing sites;
--supplies and equip-

ment, such as personal
protective equipment
(PPE) and ventilators;
and

--standing up and oper-
ating infusion centers.

EDUCATION: Legisla-
tion providing strategies
for public-school educa-

tion in prekindergarten
through twelfth grade
during the COVID-19
pandemic,  which en-
sures:

--students receive a
high-quality education
and progress in their
learning;

--in-person learning is
available for any student
whose parent wants it;

--the wearing of face
coverings is not mandato-
ry; and

--COVID-19 vaccina-
tions are always volun-
tary.

Highlands Horizons
Purse Bingo Winners

Hello East Harris
County and Crosby ISD
families,

Today begins the
start of a bright new
school year. I could not
be more excited to see
the joy in children’s
eyes as I visit all seven
campuses in Crosby
ISD today.

Each school year
brings hope, joy and
excitement as our
children begin the next
chapter in their jour-
ney of knowledge. This
year will bring unique
challenges as we watch
with concern the latest
surge of the pandemic

in Harris
County and
around the
country.
Crosby ISD
has re-
leased two
letters to
parents
explaining
our health
protocols
and proce-
dures when

dealing with contagious diseases,
such as COVID-19 and influenza. It
will take all of us working together
to create a safe and healthy learning
environment for all the children in

Crosby Superintendent’s
Message to the community

Continued. See Superintendent’s
Message, Page 5

SUPERINTENDENT
PAULA PATTERSON

HIGHLANDS HORIZONS club held their FIESTA themed Purse Bingo
benefit last Friday, August 6 at the Baytown Boat Club in Highlands.
Pictured above with their beautiful purses are some of the winning
bidders. Proceeds from the event went to the club’s scholarship fund
and other community projects, according to Delene Cotten.

Precinct 2 hosts a
Live Public Meeting
on ZOOM, to discuss
needs and wishes of
the residents of these
communities.

YOU are invited to
join. 6:00pm, on
Wednesday August
11th.

Go to
highlandslynchburgplan.com
to join the meeting
and participate.

Topics to be
discussed are:

-- Economic
Development

-- Parks and Open
Space

-- Connectivity
-- Cultural Assets

and Art
-- Mobility &

Transportation
-- Environmental

Quality
Available in English

and Spanish.
JOIN the

Conversation. Pct. 2
wants your input.
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Maximum Tax Savings

COVID Threat Level Raised
to Level 1 RED,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1Houston – One of Hous-

ton’s musical treasures,
Saxophonist Kyle Turner
will be performing “live” at
R&K Barbecue and Recep-
tion Hall, 911 Normandy
St. 77015 on Sunday, Au-
gust 15th, 2021 from 4pm
to 7pm. Tickets are avail-
able at http://
kyleturnerlive.eventbrite.com.

Since the 1990’s, Kyle
Turner has been perform-
ing on a regular basis and
draws enthusiastic audi-
ences regionally and na-
tionally. Kyle’s musical
range is vast and he de-
scribes himself as a musi-
cian that loves playing all
types of music. Kyle’s mu-

“Live Jazz” coming to
Houston’s Eastside

sical career has afforded
him the opportunity to
share the stage with mu-
sical greats: Luther Van-
dross, Regina Belle, Joe
Sample, Bobby Lyle, Al
Jarreau, Will Downing,
Ronnie Laws, Marion
Meadows, Bob Baldwin,
Terence Blanchard, Eddie
Levert and Kirk Whalum
to name a few.

Kyle released his first
solo album in 1992 entitled
“It’s Time”.  In 2011, he re-
leased his fifth solo CD,
“Wrapped Tight” on the
Bayou City Music Label.
His latest recording, “Kyle
Turner Live” was released
in 2019. Mr. Turner also

has his own radio show,
“The Jazz Club” which airs
four days a week on KTSU
90.9 FM. He attended
Jackson State University
and Texas Southern Uni-
versity.

The “Kyle Turner Live”
show is produced by PJ
Enterprises, an Event
Planning, Marketing and
Public Relations firm es-
tablished in 1999. Owner,
Pamela Jones, has over 20
years in the entertainment
industry. For more info on
PJ Enterprises, please vis-
it the website Http://
www.pamjonesenterprises.com.

Purchase your tickets
today at http://
kyleturnerlive.eventbrite.com.
Limited social distance
seating and face masks re-
quired. Sunday, August
15th, 4p-7p, R&K Recep-
tion Hall, 77015.

cal leaders to implement
public health policies af-
ter Gov. Greg Abbott is-
sued orders preventing
such measures.

Hidalgo urged every-
one eligible for a vaccine
to get one, or else avoid
“all but the most essen-
tial interactions.” She
also recommended both
the vaccinated and un-
vaccinated wear masks,
and told the public to
use ERs for life-threat-
ening emergencies only.

The judge added that
the county’s vaccination
rate has increased in the
past month, but said it
still wasn’t enough to
keep the virus at bay.

“If you’re in the mi-
nority who has not got-
ten the shot, you’re the
reason we’re here to-
day,” Hidalgo said.

The announcement
comes exactly two weeks
after the county raised
the level to “orange,”
and just two days after
F o r t  B e n d  C o u n t y
raised its own threat
level.

The delta variant of
the coronavirus has
spread rapidly through-
out  the  reg ion  and
across Texas, leading to
massive increases in
cases and hospitaliza-
tions. In Harris County,
25% of ICU patients are
being treated for COV-
ID-19, up from 20% on
Sunday. The positivity
rate in the county is
doub l ing  every  1 .8
weeks, Hidalgo said.

Dr. Cedric Dark, an
emergency room doctor

at Harris Health Sys-
tem’s Ben Taub Hospi-
tal, said on Wednesday
that LBJ Hospital —
also within the system
— declared themselves
in an internal disaster.

“They were overflow-
ing with patients, Dark
said. “And this is some-
thing that’s not isolated
just to LBJ. It’s happen-
ing in other hospitals in
the area and its going to
continue to happen as
we enter this fourth
wave.”

A spokesperson for
the Harris Health Sys-
tem said that at one
point Wednesday 17
critical care patients in
the emergency room
needed intensive care,
but no beds were avail-
able.

Texas Medical Center
Hospitals continue to
operate within phase
two of their ICU surge
capacity plans,  and
health experts are not
predicting the surge to
die down soon.

Houston’s Health De-
partment reported that
the amount of virus in
the city’s wastewater is
currently 320% percent
more than the highest
level seen last summer
— an indication that
COVID-19 is rapidly
spreading.

At close of business
Wednesday, there were
8 9  p o s i t i v e  c a s e s
throughout Houston’s
municipal workforce,
according to  Mayor
Sylvester Turner. The
number was at 40 last
week.

There are currently
68 police officers and 40
firefighters positive for
COVID-19, and three
city employees are hos-
pitalized, Turner said.

On Tuesday, Turner
directed all city employ-
ees to wear masks inside
city buildings, despite
Abbott’s executive or-
der.

At Thursday’s press
conference, he called on
the state to allow local
control in COVID-19 re-
sponse.

But he added that
whether the governor
changed the rules or not,
he was prepared to do
what he felt was best for
the city.

“The numbers will
dictate my response,
and then we’ll deal with
whatever happens after
that,” Turner said. “I am
not going to be con-
strained by some order.”

In an email to Hous-
ton Public Media, Har-
ris County Attorney
Christian Menefee said
he appreciated the local
leaders’ response to the
recent wave of COVID-
19.

“My office will contin-
ue to provide legal ad-
vice and guidance to the
County Judge and Com-
missioners as they take
steps necessary to pro-
tect the public from the
spread of COVID-19,”
the email read. “If that
results in a legal conflict
with Governor Abbott,
then so be it.”

--Article courtesy of
HPM
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Comcast celebrates Grand Opening
of new Xfinity Store in North Shore

Comcast recently un-
veiled its new Xfinity
Store in Houston with a
special community cele-
bration at a brand new
location.

The new Xfinity Store
is conveniently located
at 15375 Wallisville Rd.
and features a modern
retail environment that
highlights the complete
line of Xfinity Home and
Comcast Business tech-
nology offerings, includ-
ing Xf inity  Mobi le ,
Xf in i ty  X1,  Xf in i ty
Home and Xfinity Inter-
net.

At the recent event,
Comcast celebrated
with the local communi-
ty through fun activi-
ties, raffles and live
product demonstra-
tions.

Comcast Officials Pictured (L-R) Kate Inman, Director of Indirect Sales; Christopher Jones, Manager of
Indirect Sales; Victor Menchaca, Wallisville Store Manager; and Demian Voiles, Vice President of Sales and
Marketing, Comcast Houston

Customer playing the prize wheel at the
grand opening of the new XFINITY store on
Wallisville Rd.

The new XFINITY store located at 15375
Wallisville Rd.
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✯      O P I N I O N    P A G E    ✯

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

Delta variant spurs huge
increase in COVID-19
hospitalizations
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The number of Texans hos-
pitalized with lab-confirmed
COVID-19 cases is increasing
faster than at any other point
since the pandemic began in
early 2020, due to the highly
contagious delta variant.

As of Sunday, the Texas
Department of State Health
Services reported 8,892 peo-
ple were in Texas hospitals.
That is up more than four-fold
from a month ago. The Coro-
navirus Resource Center at
Johns Hopkins University re-
ported 96,807 cases in the
past week and 384 deaths.
That is nearly eight times the
number of new cases report-
ed a month ago and more
than double the deaths.

In Austin, health authori-
ties warned the public that a
surge in cases has swamped
hospitals, according to a New
York Times report. Intensive-
care units are near capacity,
with only a handful of ICU
beds available.

Gov. Greg Abbott has
barred local governments and
public schools from reinstitut-
ing mask mandates but is
urging people to get vaccinat-
ed against COVID-19. The
vast majority of those hospi-
talized have not been vacci-
nated.

A total of 12.84 million
Texans are fully vaccinated,
about 44% of the state’s total
population, according to
DSHS.

SECOND SPECIAL SESSION
UNDERWAY; DEMS STILL
AWOL

Abbott convened a second
special session just hours af-
ter the first session expired
but there still wasn’t a quo-
rum present to pass bills.
Many Texas House Democrat-
ic legislators remained in
Washington, D.C. in an effort
to both block a quorum and
lobby members of Congress to
pass a federal voting rights
bill.

Abbott has put forth a 17-
item agenda that includes the
election reform bill, bail re-
form, border security and oth-
er issues that were presented
but not passed during the reg-
ular session.

“I will continue to call spe-
cial session after special ses-
sion to reform our broken bail
system, uphold election integ-
rity, and pass other important

items that Texans demand
and deserve,” Abbott said
when announcing the new
session. “Passing these spe-
cial session agenda items will
chart a course towards a
stronger and brighter future
for the Lone Star State.”

Texas House Democrats
predictably were critical.
State Rep. Ina Minjarez said
Abbott is “wasting” taxpayers’
money, chiding the governor
in a tweet with the hashtag
#StopGaslightingTexans.

ADDITIONAL MONTH OF
LEGISLATIVE FUNDING
ANNOUNCED

Texas Capitol employees
won’t have to go without a
paycheck in September after
all.

Abbott vetoed a portion of
the state budget that funds
the Legislature and its staff
after House Democrats
walked out during the regu-
lar session. But Abbott, Lt.
Gov. Dan Patrick, House
Speaker Dade Phelan and
others announced an addi-
tional month of funding for
the Legislature before the sec-
ond special session that began
Saturday.

“Texans should not have to
pay for Legislators who quit
their jobs and leave unfin-
ished business,” Abbott said.
“…Funding is being tempo-
rarily restored for legislative
staff that will be necessary to
pass critical legislation…”

At least $12.6 million will
be transferred from the Tex-
as Department of Criminal
Justice to both chambers and
the legislative agencies that
support them, the Texas Tri-
bune reported. The biennial
budget, which is already

funded, ends Aug. 31. Without
the additional funding, more
than 2,000 state workers
might not have been paid af-
ter that date. The special ses-
sion by law lasts no more than
30 days.

PANDEMIC HELP FOR TIMBER
HARVESTERS, HAULERS

Texans who make a living
cutting or hauling timber, or
processing wood by chipping
or grinding, are eligible for
grants from a fund of up to
$200 million provided by the
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture under a pandemic assis-
tance program. The new
program, Pandemic Assis-
tance for Timber Harvesters
and Haulers (PATHH), en-
courages timber harvesters
and haulers to apply. The
deadline is Oct. 15.

“We Texans pride our-
selves on our rugged individ-
ualism and self-reliance.
However, when the entire for-
estry supply chain crashed as
a result of the pandemic re-
sponse, it was more than just
a hurdle to overcome,” said
Rob Hughes, executive direc-
tor of the Texas Forestry As-
sociation. “That’s why TFA
and Texas A&M Forest Ser-
vice, along with many other
partners, have been actively
involved in pushing for the
Logger Relief Act, which
passed in the last federal pan-
demic relief bill.”

Loggers and truckers can
apply for PATHH by working
with their local Farm Service
Agency office. To find a local
office, go to farmers.gov/ser-
vice-locator or call 877-508-
8364.

AVOID SCAMS WHEN BUYING
A USED VEHICLE

With used-vehicle demand
soaring and inventories
shrinking, it’s easy to fall vic-
tim to scams, according to the
Texas Department of Insur-
ance. At least part of most
sales now take place either on
apps or online, and a lot can
go wrong. Here are some tips
from TDI to avoid being swin-
dled:

• If the price is amazingly
low, odds are high that it’s a
scam.

• Take your time. Be skep-
tical when sellers claim they
must sell quickly because
they’re moving soon, or say
they need to sell the vehicle
for a relative. And never pay
for a vehicle with gift cards.

• Some scammers use the
same photo on different sites,
with different prices and con-
tact information. This scam
can be avoided by using a “re-
verse image search.” To learn
how, look up “reverse search”
in your preferred search en-
gine.

• See the vehicle in person
and take it for a drive. Buy-
ing a vehicle sight unseen can
lead to disaster.

• Check the VIN to make
sure the vehicle wasn’t stolen,
flooded or totaled after a
wreck. A VIN search will also
ensure there isn’t a lien on the
vehicle you are buying.

Gary Borders is a veteran
award-winning Texas jour-
nalist. He published a num-
ber of community newspapers
in Texas during a 30-year
span, including in Longview,
Fort Stockton, Nacogdoches
and Cedar Park. Email:
gborders@texaspress.com.

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

The renovations to our
new home continue.

We didn’t expect to be re-
finishing the floor. But when
we tore up the flooring that
was buckling and warping in
the summer humidity, we dis-
covered the original parquet,
spattered with paint, under-
neath.

A man named Michael
showed up with the biggest
floor sander I have ever seen,
looked disapprovingly at the
paint sprayed all over the par-
quet, and declared that it
should sand clean without a
problem. My husband, Peter,
told Michael he was retired,
and Michael told us he was
retired as well.

“What did you used to do?”
I asked.

“Sand floors!” he said, as if
that was obvious.

“And now you sand floors
in your retirement?”

“But only when I want to!”
he clarified.

Michael was right, and the
paint cleaned right up, reveal-
ing not oak floors, as we had
thought, but an intricate pat-
tern in teak. Michael didn’t
finish sanding on Friday, but
said he’d be back Monday
morning.

“Don’t walk on it in bare
feet!” Michael cautioned.
“Your feet might have oil on
them!”

I didn’t think I had partic-
ularly oily feet, but I was tak-
ing no chances and made sure
I had slippers on every time I
touched the beautiful raw
wood floor. “Peter! You
dropped a piece of popcorn!” I
scolded, scurrying to retrieve
the errant kernel.

(I tell you all this so that
you will understand how
dreadful I felt about what
happened next.)

We like peanut butter that
is made with peanuts and
nothing else, but it separates,
with the peanuts at the bot-
tom and the oil at the top.

(You may think you can
imagine what happens next,
but it is even worse.)

I use one beater on my
hand mixer to stir a new jar
of peanut butter. But, when I
did this on Saturday, the
GFCI on the electrical outlet
popped.

“Darn!” I said.
“Try another socket,” Peter

said.
And so I did. What I did not

do was turn off the mixer be-
fore plugging it in.

The jar spun madly out of
control and, in a moment,
there was peanut oil every-
where—all over me, all over
the countertop, all over the
cupboards. But the only real-
ly important thing was that
there was peanut oil and slop-
py peanut butter all over the
raw teak floor.

I didn’t move for a long
moment, hoping what had
just happened would some-
how rewind and be undone.

“Quick! Get a towel!” Peter
said, snapping me out of it.

I wiped it up, and I
scrubbed it with detergent
and hot water. Then I did it
again. Then I did it one more
time. I turned a fan on and let
it dry all night. And in the
morning… it was every bit as
bad as I feared it would be.

I tried to imagine what I
could have done that could be
worse. “Maybe India ink,” I
thought. “India ink might be
worse.” I was sick at heart.

“Have you ever hated any
of your clients?” I asked
Michael the next morning.

“What did you do?” he
asked. I showed him.

“It won’t show, will it?” Pe-
ter asked. “The polyurethane
will cover it, won’t it?” I wait-
ed for Michael to reassure us.

“I don’t know,” Michael
said. “Guess we’ll find out.”
And he fired up his sander.

A few minutes later he
called out, “Come here!”

I ran to the kitchen. The oil
was gone.

“I knew you could do it!” I
said. Although I had been
anything but sure.

“Stay off the floor!” Micha-
el yelled.

And I did.
Till next time,
Carrie
Carrie Classon’s memoir is

called “Blue Yarn.” Learn
more at CarrieClasson.com.

Taking No
Chances

OPINION
By BILL KING

✯

Our Undemocratic
Founders

Many Democrats have been frustrated that
despite winning the White House and control of
both houses of Congress they have largely been
frustrated in enacting much of their agenda. In
Texas, Republicans are fuming because Demo-
crats have fled the state to break quorum and
prevent the Republicans from enacting new
election rules. Last year in Harris County, two
commissioners boycotted a meeting, keeping the
Democratic majority from imposing a large
property tax increase.

In each of these instances, the party in the
majority has hurled invectives at the other side
accusing them of undermining the democratic
process. But the “undermining” actually arises
from our Founders’ original Constitutional
design, which has been incorporated into most
state governments as well.

The American Revolution is rightfully seen as
the seminal victory of democratic rule over
monarchy. But when the Founders transferred
sovereign authority from a monarch to the people
they nonetheless retained a healthy fear about
the excessive exercise of governmental power.
Much of the Constitution is, in fact, designed
through a series of checks and balances to frus-
trate runaway democratic rule.

Indeed, the entire Bill of Rights is an enumera-
tion of things that the majority cannot do. One of
the great debates over the Bill of Rights was
whether there should be one at all. Not because
there was any disagreement that majorities
should be constrained, but rather by enumerating
specific limitations, they might leave some out.
That is how we ended up with the “catch-all”
Ninth Amendment, which provides that “[t]he
enumeration in the Constitution, of certain
rights, shall not be construed to deny or dispar-
age others retained by the people.”

James Madison, the principal drafter of the
Constitution, frequently spoke about the danger
of majorities oppressing minorities.

“All power in human hands is liable to be
abused . . . . In Republics, where the people
govern themselves, and where of course the
majority Govern, a danger to the minority, arises
from opportunities tempting a sacrifice of their
rights to the interests real or supposed of the
Majority.”  Letter to James Ritchie, December,
1825.

Majority rule does not always produce good
results. Majority rule kept schools desegregated,
abortions illegal, and prohibited women from
voting. This year, our Texas legislature, elected
by a majority of Texans, enacted several new
laws, like permit-less carry, that are wildly
unpopular with a majority of Texans.  But as
Winston Churchill once famously quipped:
“democracy is the worst form of government –
except for all the others that have been tried.”

We frequently hear the winners of elections on
both sides of the partisan divide piously declare
that “elections have consequences” to justify
cramming their agenda down the throats of the
losers. But neither party today has anywhere
near the support of a majority of the American
people. Nationally, neither party has consistently
even been able to get 30% of Americans to identi-
fy with them for sometime now. Currently,
Republicans are struggling to stay above 25%.
Both should keep in mind that electoral tides
shift and those in the majority today are likely to
find themselves in the minority sometime in the
future. It is something that our Founders clearly
understood.
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THOUGHTS  FROM
HILLSIDE CHURCH

By Dr. Mark Trice

Lucinda “Cindy”
Marie Drebert Sim-
mons, 67, of Hender-
son, TX, passed away
on August 2, 2021.
Cindy was born June
30, 1954, at St. Josephs
Hospital, in Houston,
TX, to Glen and Donna
Drebert.  Cindy gradu-
ated from Channelview
High School in May
1972.  After raising her
2 children, Cindy chose
to go to college at the
University of Houston
to purse a degree in
Interdisciplinary
Studies.  So, almost 20
years after high school,
in 1991, Cindy gradu-
ated with Summa Cum
Laude honors.  Upon
graduation Cindy
immediately began a
career in education for
Crosby ISD.  She was
very passionate about
her job teaching young
children and believed
all children deserved
the same opportunity
for a great education.
She was awarded
Teacher of the Year
numerous times
throughout her 18-year
career with the district.

On September 26,
1996, Cindy married
the love of her life,
Kenneth Simmons.
They were happily
married for 25 years.
Together they loved to
travel, read, and

garden.  They retired to
Henderson, TX where
Cindy went back to
teaching.  This time,
she worked for Timp-
son ISD for 9 years,
and again was awarded
Teacher of the Year!

Cindy was a beloved
grandmother!  She
could always be found
sharing pictures or
stories with her friends
and students.  Her
grandkids were blessed
by her love and support
at every milestone.
She could often be
found at their different
events, beaming with
pride.

Cindy is proceeded in
death by her father,
Glen Drebert; mother,
Donna Drebert; her
sister-in-law, Jan
Drebert, and niece Kim
Ray.

She is survived by
her husband, Kenneth
Simmons; daughter,
Amy Wisenbaker and

husband Darryl; son,
Toby Potter and wife
Kacy; grandchildren,
Raegan Wisenbaker,
Zane Potter, Grace
Potter, Cannon Potter,
Stark Valdes; brothers,
Daniel Drebert, Frank
Drebert and wife
Linda; sister Paula
Robitaille; nieces,
Shawn Sexton and
husband Jeff; Aubrey
Salinas and husband
Chris; Shannon Robi-
taille, Lisa Robitaille,
Laura Robitaille;
nephews Michael
Drebert and wife Kelly,
Kevin Drebert and wife
April, and Joseph
Drebert, Jason Robi-
taille, Jimmy Robi-
taille; Stepsons David
Simmons, Steve
Simmons and wife
Audrea;  Stepdaughter,
Sherry Valdes and
husband Rod. Multiple
great nephews and
nieces, including
special great nephew,
Justin Sexton; numer-
ous friends and stu-
dents.

Cindy’s life will be
celebrated on August
22, 2021, at 2:00 pm at
United City Church in
Humble, TX.  In lieu of
flowers, Cindy would
be honored if you would
make a donation to the
Barbara Bush Literacy
Foundation.

LUCINDA “CINDY” MARIE DREBERT SIMMONS

BORDER SECURITY:
Legislation enhancing
criminal laws or provid-
ing funding from unap-
propriated available
revenues to support law-
enforcement agencies,
counties, and other strat-
egies as part of Texas’
comprehensive border se-
curity plan.

SOCIAL MEDIA CEN-
SORSHIP: Legislation
safeguarding the freedom
of speech by protecting
social-media and email
users from being cen-
sored based on the user’s
expressed viewpoints, in-
cluding by providing a le-
gal remedy for those
wrongfully excluded from
a platform.

ARTICLE X FUND-
ING: Legislation provid-
ing appropriations from
unappropriated available
revenues to the Legisla-
ture and legislative agen-
cies in Article X of the
General Appropriations
Act.

FAMILY VIOLENCE
PREVENTION: Legisla-
tion similar to Senate Bill
1109 from the 87th Leg-
islature, Regular Session,
requiring schools to pro-
vide appropriate educa-
t i on  to  midd le -  and
high-school students
about dating violence, do-
mestic violence, and child
abuse, but that recogniz-
es the right of parents to
opt their children out of
the instruction.

Y O U T H  S P O R T S :
Legislation identical to
Senate Bill 29 as passed

by the Texas Senate in
the 87th Legislature,
Regular Session, disal-
lowing a student from
competing in University
Interscholastic League
athletic competitions des-
ignated for the sex oppo-
site to the student’s sex at
birth.

ABORTION-INDUC-
ING DRUGS: Legislation
similar to Senate Bill 394
from the 87th Legisla-
ture, Regular Session,
which prohibits people
from providing abortion-
inducing drugs by mail or
d e l i v e r y  s e r v i c e ,
strengthens the laws ap-
plicable to the reporting
of abortions and abortion
complications, and en-
sures that no abortion-in-
d u c i n g  d r u g s  a r c
provided unless there is
voluntary and informed
consent.

T H I R T E E N T H
CHECK: Legislation sim-
ilar to House Bill 3507
from the 87th Legisla-
ture, Regular Session, re-
lating to a “thirteenth
check” or one-time sup-
plemental payment of
benefits under the Teach-
er Retirement System of
Texas.

C R I T I C A L  R A C E
THEORY: Legislation
similar to House Bill
3979 concerning critical
race theory as originally
passed by the Texas Sen-
ate in the 87th Legisla-
ture, Regular Session.

APPROPRIATIONS:
Legislation providing ap-
propriations from unap-

2nd Special Session called,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

propriated available rev-
enues for the following
purposes:

property-tax relief;
enhanced protection

for the safety of children
in Texas’ foster-care sys-
tem by attracting and re-
taining private providers
for the system; and

to better safeguard the
state from potential cy-
bersecurity threats.

P R I M A R Y  E L E C -
TIONS: Legislation mod-
ifying the filing periods
and related elect ion
dates, including any run-
offs, for primary elections
held in Texas in 2022.

R A D I O A C T I V E
WASTE: Legislation re-
forming the laws govern-
ing radioactive waste to
protect the safety of Tex-
ans, including by further
limiting the ability to
store and transport high-
level radioactive materi-
als in this state.

EMPLOYMENT: Leg-
islation shielding private
employers and employees
from political subdivision
rules, regulations, ordi-
nances, and other actions
that require any terms of
employment that exceed
or conflict with federal or
state law relating to any
form of  employment
leave, hiring practices,
employment benefits, or
scheduling practices.

STATE LEGISLA-
TURE: Legislation relat-
ing to legislative quorum
requirements.

This summer’s Vacation Bible
School (VBS) was exceptional. Our
kids church staff did a great job of
keeping about 100 children engaged
all week long, leading many to the
Lord and helping all of them learn
about the armor of God. But they
didn’t stop there, because we had
bigger plans.

Part of our intent with VBS is to
help children grow their faith – not
just through hearing about faith, but
through doing things that encourage
them to actively put their faith out
there. To assist with this, we always
take up a missions offering. (Of
course, we add a little competition
into the mix to keep it fun.) Each
day the kids are reaching steadily
toward an established goal, and this
year’s goal was pretty
high…actually very high when you
consider you’re dealing with young
people. Even so, those dynamos blew
straight through the goal and broke
all of the church’s records for VBS
giving.

We adults can learn a lot from
children like these. The goal was a
number that likely seemed unreal to
most of them, but they went in fully
intending to meet the goal so they
could see the kids church pastors
“suffer” at the end of the week. They
brought in tons of change and
whatever bills they had or could
persuade their parents to hand over,
and some cajoled other adults into
making even more donations to the
cause. They set their faith, worked
their faith, and saw the fruit of their

faith when their fearless leaders had
milk and flour dumped on them to
celebrate.

And that’s where we find an
important life lesson. When we put
our faith out there, even when we’re
like those kids with their little
hands full of coins, we can accom-
plish great things. We just have to
do what they do – believe we can. We
have the Word on it! Just remember
that “I can do all things through
Christ which strengtheneth me”
(Phil. 4:13) and “…with God all
things are possible!” (Mtt. 19:26)

It’s up to us to purposely set aside
the “I can’t” attitude that seems take
hold as we grow older. More impor-
tantly, we have to remember that
we’re not in it alone; we always have
God, who rules the universe, stand-
ing beside us. How many times in
the Word does He tell us, in various
ways, that He has our backs? It’s a
fact; He does have our backs when
we fully trust in Him, and you can
see this truth illustrated throughout
Scripture.

Children still have what many
adults have lost through the years—
a simple trust that everything really
is possible when God is on your side.
Let us learn from watching them,
from being willing to step out and
reach for the “impossible” when God
puts it in front of us. We could
benefit from emulating the faith of a
child.

www.myhillsidefamily.com
@myhillsidefamily

The Faith of a Child

our Crosby family.
Please remember to
remind your children of
proper handwashing
and coughing etiquette.

Education is one of
the most powerful
forces for good in the
world. We are here to
nourish and grow the
dreams of all students
no matter where they
want to go in life.
Whether they want to
become a doctor, a
diesel mechanic or a
middle school science
teacher, Crosby ISD
will do everything we
can to ensure they
reach their full poten-
tial and make you –
their parents, grand-
parents and guardians
– prouder than you
could have imagined.

This year, Crosby
ISD is beginning a new
era, one committed to a
positive and uplifting
culture at every cam-
pus and in the wider

East Harris County
community. We want
to be that “shining city
upon a hill” as we face
and overcome anything
that would stand in our
way.

I was proud to
welcome back staff
from all campuses at
two sessions of Crosby
ISD’s Beginning of
Year Convocation at
Mount Rose Church
last week. We celebrat-
ed the Principal of the
Year from the 2020-
2021 school year. Mrs.
Dana Kratky-Fox
gracefully navigated
Crosby Elementary
School through unprec-
edented times in a year
at the heart of the
pandemic. We also
celebrated and thanked
all employees, from
those who’ve just
started to those who’ve
been with the district
for decades. They are
ready to welcome back

your children.

I’ll be visible this
school year, listening to
you. I want to meet
with and hear from as
many parents, stu-
dents and staff mem-
bers as I can. Tell me
your vision and share
your hopes and
dreams.

On this first day of
school, I feel the energy
from the district. I feel
the energy from the
students. I can’t wait to
tell the world how
great Crosby ISD is.
We’re going to have an
amazing year no
matter how challeng-
ing it may be. I have no
doubt we’ll look back
and be so proud of what
we all accomplished
together.

This is NOW! Go
Coogs!

Crosby Superintendent’s
Message to the Community,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

www.starcouriernews.com
www.northchannelstar.com
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CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED
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Your AD will reach up to 50,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 25,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain l ink, wood
ornamental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

PRINTING &
MAILING
Full Service
Marketing Services.
713-977-2555

               tfn

SERVICES

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

DRIVERS DRIVERS DRIVERS LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that Original Letters
of Testamentary for Docket No. 495209;
Estate of HALLIE M. McKEY  Deceased;
In Probate Court No. 2 of Harris County,
Texas, were issued on JULY 30, 2021.

PEGGY OLMSTED

The residence address of the
administrator is in Harris County, Texas.
The mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 E. Wallisville Road

Highlands, TX 77562

All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present them
within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.
Dated this AUGUST 9, 2021.

by   WESTON COTTEN
    Attorney for the Estate

WANTED TO BUY
RESIDENTIAL LOT

IN CROSBY OR
HIGHLANDS AREA
TEL. 832-423-9055

RESIDENTIAL
LOT WANTED

RESIDENTIAL
LOT WANTED

30-2t

7 PLOTS AVAILABLE
PRIME LOCATION
STERLING-WHITE

CEMETERY
GARDEN OF HOPE

1 Triple, 1 Double, 2 Single
$1500 Each plus transfer

TEL. 281-380-6735

CEMETERY
PLOTS FOR SALE

CEMETERY
PLOTS FOR SALE

30-2t

AUCTION SALE AUCTION SALE AUCTION SALE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that Original Letters
of Testamentary for Docket No. 495536;
Estate of RUTH ANN ALLISON
Deceased; In Probate Court No. 1 of Harris
County, Texas, were issued on JULY 26,
2021.

GRACE HARGIS CARTER

The residence address of the
administrator is in Harris County, Texas.
The mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 E. Wallisville Road

Highlands, TX 77562

All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present them
within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.
Dated this AUGUST 4, 2021.

by   WESTON COTTEN
    Attorney for the Estate

FOR RENT

DUPLEX FOR
RENT,
GALENA PARK, 2
BEDROOM/1 BATH,
NEAR SCHOOLS.
WATER AND GAS
PAID FOR,
CENTRAL AC/HEAT.
RENT $940 PER
MONTH.
CALL 281-389-6567.

32-2t

LEGAL
NOTICES

APPEAR IN
THE

HIGHLANDS
STAR CROSBY

COURIER,
AND THE
NORTH

CHANNEL
STAR.

CALL 713-
266-3444

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

32-2t

APPLICATION HAS BEEN
MADE WITH THE TEXAS
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
COMMISSION FOR A WINE
AND MALT BEVERAGE
RETAILER’S PERMIT BY
SERTWIN LLC DBA
ITALIAN EXPRESS
PIZZERIA TO BE LOCATED
AT 13018 WOODFOREST
BLVD STE D, HOUSTON,
HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS.
OFFICER OF SAID
CORPORATION IS MELIHA
SERT, MANAGER.
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BAYTOWN — (June 17,
2021) — Enough with the
dirt-splattering off-road
truck commercials. Want
to know how to be a true
m a n  o f  a c t i o n ?  T a k e
charge of your health.This
quick quiz will help you
discover what you know
about the top health risks
for men.1. Men between
the ages of 30 and 50 are
most likely to have:

A. Hip bursitis
B. A herniated disk

in the lower back
C. A midlife crisis

Answer: B. According
to Dr. Mohammad Ahmed,
a board-certified family
medicine physician with
Houston Methodist Prima-
ry Care Group in Baytown,
risk factors for a herniat-
ed disk include improper
lifting, being overweight,
repetitive activities that
strain the spine, a seden-
tary lifestyle and smoking.

What you can do: Devel-
op a relationship with a
primary care physician to
live your healthiest life.
“As a family medicine phy-
sician, I am passionate
about patient education. I
look forward to partnering
with my patients and
w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o

achieve their health goals,”
said Ahmed, who sees pa-
tients for routine immuni-
zations, thyroid concerns
and diabetes management.

2. After skin cancer,
________ cancer is the most
common cancer in men.

A. Prostate
B. Bone
C. Lung

Answer: A. Prostate
cancer strikes one in six
men and is the second
most prevalent cancer in
men. But only about one in
36 men diagnosed with
prostate cancer will die
from it.What you can do:
Talk with your doctor
about the risks, as well as
the potential benefits and
limitations of PSA (pros-
tate-speci f ic  antigen)
screening.

3. Nothing is less man-
ly than an enemy that
won’t show its face — and
that’s exactly what type 2
diabetes is. How many
men in the U.S. have this
“silent killer?”

A. 7 million
B. 13 million
C. 79 million

Answer: B. Additional-

ly, an estimated 79 million
Americans have prediabe-
tes, a condition in which
blood glucose levels are
higher than normal.

What you can do: Know
your numbers. Ahmed rec-
ommends having your
blood glucose tested to see
whether you have type 2
diabetes or prediabetes —
and get active.“Annual ex-
aminations are a great
way to ensure that you
stay in good health and
maintain your well-being,”
Ahmed said.

Houston Methodist Pri-
mary Care Physicians at
Baytown—Dr. Ahmed, Dr.
Greg Terry, Pooja Kulkar-
ni, MD, Dr. Irfan Dadab-
hoy and Trudy Istre, nurse
practitioner—provide a
full range of health and

wellness services, includ-
ing routine checkups, man-
a g e m e n t  o f  c h r o n i c
conditions, such as diabe-
tes and asthma, routine
immunizations and pre-
ventive care.

Houston Methodist Pri-
mary Care Group physi-
cians welcome new and
established patients to
take the next step toward
b e t t e r  h e a l t h .  V i s i t
houstonmethodist.org/bay-
town-pcp or call 832-556-
6670. to schedule a virtual
or in-person appointment.

Houston Methodist Bay-
town Hospital screens all
patients, ensuring only
those without COVID-19
symptoms are seen in the
office. Masks and person-
al protective equipment
(PPE) are required while
providing patient care, and
waiting rooms and check-
in lines have been reorga-
nized to ensure social
distancing. We have also
implemented additional
sanitation processes to dis-
infect all equipment and
surfaces.Houston Method-
ist Baytown is designated
as a COVID-19 vaccine
hub. Vaccines are open to
everyone age 16 and older.
Walk-ins are welcome, but
you may also schedule an
appointment by visiting

houstonmethodist.org/vac-
cine.

About Houston Meth-
odist Baytown Hospital

Houston Methodist Bay-
town Hospital has provid-
ed  Baytown and east
Harris, Liberty and Cham-
bers counties with excel-
lent medical care since its
opening in 1948. The hos-
pital continues to grow to
meet the health care needs
of its growing community
through an ongoing con-
struction and renovation
program that has seen the
opening of a new emergen-
cy center, outpatient cen-
ter and medical-surgical
units. A new five-story pa-
tient tower is scheduled to
open in 2023. As a health
care leader, the hospital is
proud to have a fully inte-
grated residency program
focused on educating and
inspiring future practitio-
ners.  Today,  Houston
Methodist Baytown pro-
vides the most advanced
and innovative procedures
while never wavering from
its focus on compassionate
care and providing a safe,
patient-centered healing
e n v i r o n m e n t .
Houstonmethodist.org/
baytown.

Houston Methodist Baytown

Men’s Health Quiz: For His Eyes Only

DR. MOHAMMAD AHMED

It’s almost time to
head back to school! If
your child needs their
mandatory vaccines
(hepatitis, DTap,
varicella, etc.) and
meets the qualifications
below, they may be
eligible to receive a
low-cost vaccination
through Chambers
County Public Health.

Low-cost vaccines
are provided to eligible
children through the
Texas Vaccines for
Children (TVFC)
program as part of the
Ombnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act of
1993.

To receive
vaccinations through
the Back to School
Vaccine program in
Chambers County, a
child must be 18-years
of age or younger and
meet one of the
following criteria:

— Be enrolled in
Medicaid or be
Medicaid-eligible

— Be uninsured
— Be an American

Indian or Alaskan
Native (in accordance
with 25 USC 1603)

— Be underinsured
— Have

commercial (private)
health insurance, but
coverage does not
include vaccines (or)
be a child whose
insurance only covers
selected vaccines
(TVFC-eligible for non-
covered vaccines only)

— Have Medicaid
as their secondary
insurance (Medicaid-
eligible) or are eligible
for TVFC vaccines and
MUST NOT be refused
vaccine administration.
CHIPS insurance is not
accepted

Vaccines are
provided at all three
CCPH health clinics on
a rotating schedule, so
please be sure to read
through the attached
flyer carefully before
scheduling your
appointment.

Back2School
Vaccinations

Dayton JOB FAIR
SEPT. 22, 2021

This event if FREE for
businesses and attendees.

--Bring copies of your
resume.

--Come dressed to
Interview.

Meet face to face with
multiple companies in one
day.

SEPTEMBER 22, 2021
9am to 1pm
Dayton Community

Center. 801 S. Cleveland St.
Dayton, TX 77535.

Hosted by:
--Dayton Chamber of

Commerce
--Dayton Community

Development Corporation
--City of Dayton, TX

If you would like to
reserve a table for your
business or for more
information, please call
926-258-6630 or 926-257-
2393.

Dayton Job
Fair
Sept.22,2021

Each year throughout the month
of June the Jones Public Library and
the Dayton ISD Bilingual Enrich-
ment Program collaborate to create
a fun and engaging Bilingual Story-
time for the participating students.
This program, dreamed up by Abiga-
il Cumbie of DISD, allows the stu-
dents to experience the Jones Public
Library and allows the library to
reach out to a wider audience. Each
week the class comes to the library
for singing, dancing, a reading of a
selection from the bilingual children’s
book section, a craft, and a game.
This year’s class includes 14 students
and 4 teachers and has been a delight
to work with!

This program is a collaboration
that Jones Public Library looks for-
ward to all year long, and we are truly
grateful for the chance to work with
these incredible kids and teachers!

The West Chambers
Chamber will hold a
Federal Legislative Up-
date Luncheon, Thurs-
d a y ,  A u g u s t  1 9  a t
11:30am at the Eagle
Pointe Pavilion, 12440
Eagle Pointe Drive in
Mont Belvieu. Sponsor
of the event is the Com-
munity Resource Credit
Union.

The Chamber’s Gov-
ernment Affairs Com-
mittee invites you to
hear important updates
from U. S. Congressman
Brian Babin.

Seating is limited, so
r e g i s t e r  t o d a y  a t :
thewcccc.com/babin or
by calling 281-576-5440.

WC Chamber Aug. 19
luncheon features
Congressman Babin

How to be on Chambers
County’s Warning Call List:

Jones Public Library collaborates with the
Dayton ISD Bilingual Enrichment Program.

Jones Public Library
801 S Cleveland St Ste A
Dayton  TX   77535

The mission of the Jones Pub-
lic Library is to enhance the
scholarly pursuit of knowledge,
to foster intellectual curiosity, to
promote life-long learning, and
cultural programs. Social devel-
opment improves and enriches
the lives of our users through in-
formation, education, and recre-
ation. The Library values the
citizens of Dayton Texas and re-
sponds to their needs by provid-
ing clean and inviting space,
well-organized and up-to-date
collections, friendly profession-
al service, and well-trained staff
who are committed to the Li-
brary vision.”A thriving Library
that is an integral part of the
lives within our community”

Pictured above is the Gracias poster that the children created
to thank the staff of the Jones Public Library.


