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EVENTS

✯
IN THE
STARS

POSTPONED
Crosby Chamber
“Nite at the
Races”

We will be
combining our
Annual Awards
Banquet with our
“Nite at the Races”

The event will take
place sometime in
February, so please
watch for dates

We will also take
Basket Donations for
the Auction.

Please call
Chamber at 281-328-
6984 or email us at
chamber@crosby
huffmancc.org for
more information!

BIRTHDAYS
Sep 30--Tammy Veach
Oct 1--Krista Essen

Brian Fikes
Lauren Slovak
Venita Smith

Oct 2--Reecie Bobalik
Jana Creel
Debbie Zadrapa-
King
Taylin Woodall

Oct 3--Besta Boullion
Mellisa Owens

Oct 4--Missy Kwapick
Shelia Townsend

Oct 5--Willie Drew
Oct 6--Ann Dunks

Marie Estrada
Kristina Curtis
Marley McKethan

Oct 7–Alicia Engle
Anna Lois Mattingly

Oct 8--Benjamin Abbott
Patricia Meiss
Jim Van Schuyver
Thomas R. Stanley

ANNIVERSARIES
Oct 4--Wilky & Ann

Carlisle
Oct 5--J.C. & Olga Aylor
Oct 6--Fred & Helen

Dunks
Randy & Tammy
Veach

Oct 8–Robert H. &
Patricia E. Sparks

Crosby ISD will partner with The Hold-
sworth Center, an Austin-based nonprof-
it, to support our superintendent’s
leadership through a new 18-month pro-
gram – the Holdsworth Superintendent
Leadership Program.

Superintendent Paula Patterson will be
part of the 18-month Superintendent
Leadership Program, which is designed

to support
superinten-
d e n t s  a s
they navi-
g a t e  u n -
precedented
challenges
at a critical
p o i n t  i n
their career
– either in
t h e  f i r s t

five years of their superintendency or new
to a large district.

Superintendents in the cohort will at-
tend learning sessions at the Campus on
Lake Austin to dig into not only essential
leadership skills, but content that ad-
dresses the unique challenges and oppor-
tunities of the superintendent role. They
will also receive executive coaching from
Holdsworth Superintendents-in-Resi-
dence, Dr. Art Cavazos and Dr. Thomas
Randle, both recently retired superinten-

Crosby Superintendent selected
for new leadership program

dents who have earned the
respect of their peers.

For this inaugural pro-
gram, The Holdsworth
Center will cover the costs
of programming, thanks to
the  generos i ty  o f  i t s
founder and other philan-
thropic supporters. Found-
ed by H-E-B Chairman
Charles Butt in 2017, the
center’s mission is to im-
prove the quality of public
education by supporting
and developing education-
al leaders.

Goose Creek opens new Junior School

SUPERINTENDENT
PAULA PATTERSON

#14 K. Kirkwood receives a pass from Cougar QB Cyrin Miles
to score 1 of his 3 touchdowns.

#5 T. Cooper carries an interception back to the goal line for
another Touchdown.

BATTLE OF HIGHWAY 90

Crosby Cougars defeat Dayton Broncos 52-21
FULL STORY ON PAGE 3

Goose Creek CISD to Hold
Dedication Ceremony Sept. 29 for
new E.F. Green Junior High

Goose Creek CISD will host an in-
vitation-only ribbon cutting and ded-
i cat ion  ceremony for  Edward
Franklin “E.F.” Green Junior School
on Wednesday, September 29th at 6
p.m. The 192,000 square foot, two-
story building, located at 5737 E.
Wallisville Road, is home to 1,100
students.

The campus, which opened August
18, 2021, was built to alleviate over-
crowding in the district’s junior
schools.

Green was the first Black educa-
tor to become a district-level admin-
istrator. Former principal at Carver
High School, he served as deputy su-

perintendent for curricu-
lum and guidance, retiring
after 48 years in education.

This campus is one of
several new facilities built
by funds from the $335
million bond, which was
approved by GCCISD tax-
payers in 2019. Pfluger
Architects designed the fa-
cility and Pogue Construc-
t ion  was  the  genera l
contractor.

Attendees will take part
in a ribbon cutting fol-
lowed by the dedication,
which will include a cor-
nerstone ceremony by the
Goose Creek Masonic
Lodge, Number 1192 and
a student-led campus tour.

AUSTIN – Governor
Abbott today issued a proc-
lamation announcing that
he will convene a third spe-
cial legislative session at
10 a.m. on Monday, Sep-
tember 20, 2021. The proc-
lamation ident i f ies  5
agenda items for the third
Special Session.

“The Texas Legislature
now has the opportunity to
redraw legislative and con-
gressional districts in ac-

cordance with the new census numbers,”
said Governor Abbott. “In addition to re-
districting, there are still issues remain-
ing that are critical to building a stronger
and brighter future for all Texans.”

Agenda items for the third Special Ses-
sion will include:

• Legislation relating to the apportion-
ment of the State of Texas into districts
used to elect members of the Texas House
of Representatives, the Texas Senate, the
State Board of Education, and the Unit-

Abbott announces 3rd
Special Session, agenda

Continued. See ABBOTT CALLS, p. 4

THUR. SEP. 30
Last Day to get
$100 with your
COVID shot

Thursday, September
30th is the last day
Harris County is
offering a $100 cash
card to residents
receiving their first
vaccine dose. If you’ve
been
procrastinating…don’t
put it off any longer
and lose out on a $100
cash card.

Testing is free at
HCPH sites.
Appointments are not
required, but are
recommended because
the number of people
getting tested has been
increasing, click here to
find a site near you or
call 832-927-7575.
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

Secretary of State announces
election audits in 4 counties

In a two-sentence press
release, the secretary of
state’s office announced
an audit of four Texas
counties — Dallas, Har-
ris, Tarrant and Collin —
for the 2020 election.

The announcement
came hours after former
President Donald Trump
called on Gov. Greg Ab-
bott to add an election au-
dit bill to the current
special session of the Tex-
as Legislature. Abbott
has not responded thus
far. A similar audit in Ar-
izona’s Maricopa County
recently ended and con-
cluded Biden won that
state’s most populous
county, which provided
him the winning margin
there.

Trump won Texas by
5.6 percentage points in
the 2020 election, al-
though three of the four
counties to be audited —
Dallas, Tarrant and Har-
ris — went for Biden. Of-
ficials from those counties
told the Texas Tribune
that “the development is
an unnecessary partisan
move aimed at sowing
doubt in the results.”

The position of secre-
tary of state has been va-
cant since the end of May,
when Ruth Hughs re-
signed after the Texas
Senate declined to take
up her nomination.

ABBOTT ADDS ITEMS TO
THIRD SPECIAL SESSION

Abbott last week add-
ed two agenda items to
the special legislative ses-
sion which began Sept.
20. Legislators will con-
sider additional property
tax relief, as well as a con-
stitutional amendment
that would allow courts to
deny bail to people ac-
cused of violent or sexual
crimes.

The bail bill has failed
in previous sessions. Be-
cause it would calls for a
constitutional amend-
ment election, the bill re-
q u i r e s  t w o - t h i r d s
approval from both cham-
bers to go forward.

In the current special
session, legislators al-
ready are considering re-
d r a w i n g  t h e  s t a t e ’ s
political maps as required
every decade. Also under
consideration is legisla-
tion restricting participa-
t i on  by  t ransgender
students in school athlet-
ics, plus legislation out-
lining how to spend $16
billion in federal COVID-
19 pandemic funding.

Additionally, legisla-
tors are considering a bill
that protects dogs from
being chained without ad-
equate shelter or space.
Abbott vetoed a similar
bill during the regular
session.

SEARCH FIRM NAMED FOR
ERCOT BOARD

The Publ ic  Uti l i ty
Commission has hired
Heidrick & Struggles to
conduct  a  s tatewide
search for eight new di-
rectors of the Electric Re-
liability Council of Texas,
whose board was deci-
mated after the mid-Feb-
r u a r y  w i n t e r  s t o r m
knocked out power across
the state and nearly took
down the electric grid,
which ERCOT oversees.
More than half of ER-
COT’s board, as well as its
CEO, resigned after the
storm.

The PUC oversees ER-
COT. During the regular
legislative session, Sen-
ate Bill 2 was passed. It
established a selection
committee to fill the va-
cant spots on ERCOT’s
board. The Legislature
directed the committee to
retain an outside consult-
ing firm to select eight
new directors “who are
Texas residents with ex-
ecutive-level experience
in any of the following
professions: finance, busi-
ness, engineering (includ-
i n g  e l e c t r i c a l
engineering), trading,
risk management, law, or
electric market design,”
according to the press re-
lease.

MCCONAUGHEY MULLS
BID FOR GOVERNOR

Actor Matthew McCo-
naughey said in a podcast
recently that he is “mea-
suring” a bid to unseat
Abbott in next year’s gov-
ernor’s race, though he
has not indicated if he
would run as a Republi-
can, Democrat or inde-
pendent.

The Houston Chronicle
reported the Oscar-win-
ning actor made the com-
ments on the “Set it
Straight: Myths and Leg-
ends” podcast, which is
hosted by a band called
Midland.

A recent poll by The
Dallas Morning News and
the University of Texas at
Tyler showed McCon-
aughey leading Abbott by
9 percentage points .
Former congressman and
U.S. Senate candidate
Beto O’ Rourke is also
considering a run.

TPWD LAUNCHES NEW
HUNTING, FISHING

INITIATIVE
A new campaign by the

Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department aims to at-
tract more Texans into
the outdoors.

Hunters and anglers
fund the bulk of  the
state’s wildlife manage-
ment programs through
buying hunting and fish-
ing licenses and through
sales taxes paid on hunt-
ing and fishing equip-
ment, boat fuel, firearms
and ammunition.

The Texas Recruit-
ment, Retention and Re-
act ivation (R3)  Plan
hopes to connect more
Texans to outdoor recre-
ation in order to continue
funding of conservation
programs and “create a
better-informed public
with more interest in con-
serving wild things and
wild places in Texas and
beyond.”

COVID-19 CASES DROP IN
STATE, BUT DEATHS
INCREASE

The number of new
COVID-19 cases in Texas
dropped again last week
to 83,098, down 34% from
the previous week. New
deaths reported in the
same time frame rose to
2,073, according to the
Coronavirus Resource
Center at Johns Hopkins
University, up 15% from
the previous week. At 280
deaths a day, the state
has one of the nation’s
worst COVID-19 death
rates, the Houston Chron-
icle reported. In the past
month, more than 5,000
Texans have died of the
virus.

Hospitalizations of lab-
confirmed COVID-19 pa-
tients continue to drop,
with 10,349 reported
statewide by the Texas
Department of  State
Health Services on Sun-
day. That’s a decrease of
15.4% from the previous
week. The number of
staffed pediatric inten-
sive-care unit beds con-
tinues to drop, however,
with just 77 available
statewide, according to
DSHS.

The number of Texans
who are fully vaccinated
hit 14.72 million on Sun-
day, which is 50.5% of the
state’s population. The
Chronicle reported last
week that the state has
the lowest vaccination
rate of the country’s four
most populous states —
New York, California,
Florida and Texas.

Gary Borders is a vet-
eran award-winning Tex-
a s  j o u r n a l i s t .  H e
published a number of
community newspapers in
Texas during a 30-year
span, including in Long-
view, Fort Stockton, Na-
cogdoches and Cedar
P a r k .  E m a i l :
gborders@texaspress.com.

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

We were supposed to get
the tile backsplash in-
stalled in our kitchen yes-
terday, but my husband,
Peter, said he needed to use
the kitchen so he could
bake ginger cookies.

“Can you work in the
bathroom today instead?” I
asked Meshach, the talent-
ed tiler from Kenya, who
has been here so long by
now that he feels like part
of the family. “Peter wants
to bake ginger cookies.”

Meshach has now been
joined by a second Kenyan,
who is assisting him,
named Yusefu. Yusefu and
Meshach looked at me se-
riously for a long moment.

“Yes,” Meshach finally
said. “We can work in the
bathroom today as long as
we each get a cookie.”

This seemed like a rea-
sonable accommodation.

Peter is using his moth-
er’s ginger cookie recipe
that he has perfected
through trial and error. He
wears a chef ’s hat when he
bakes, and he is very effi-
cient. He made the cookies
at Christmas in 2019
(which seems like such a
long time ago now) when
his sister, Lori, was so ill we
weren’t sure she would
make it through the Christ-
mas holidays. She lived
through Christmas—and
well beyond—and I like to
think, in a small way, the
ginger cookies helped.

Ginger cookies are good
for your stomach when it is
upset. They are not too
sweet. They are easy to eat.
They are wonderful with a
glass of milk or a cup of tea.
I don’t think there is much
in life that isn’t made bet-
ter by a ginger cookie, es-
pecially one fresh from the
oven, small and dark and
crisp, the way Peter’s moth-
er made them.

Ginger cookies were
about all Lori could eat
when the chemo made her
nauseous, so Peter kept
baking ginger cookies after
the holidays were over.
When the pandemic hit, he
kept baking. I don’t know
how many cookies Peter
brought to Lori. She
couldn’t eat many. There
were days when she didn’t
eat much at all. But she
kept eating ginger cookies
when she was able to eat
anything.

Peter kept baking them
until shortly before she
died, earlier this year.

This Sunday, we will
have a memorial for Lori.
Her cousins and remaining
siblings and nieces and
nephews and coworkers
from past jobs and old
friends from school will all
be there. It will be outdoors
in a park near where Pe-
ter’s family settled when
they came over from Nor-
way. The weather is sup-
posed to be fine. There will
be a few stories told and a
few tears shed. There will
be a picnic and an inter-
ment of ashes in the grave-
yard where generations of
Peter’s family have been
laid to rest. And there will
be ginger cookies because
Peter made a giant batch.

These cookies were com-
fort food for Lori, and per-
haps they will help comfort
us now that she is gone.
They remind us of child-
hood and happy times and
holidays spent with friends
and family. They remind us
that our lives are sweet and
small, but that they can
make a difference. This
Sunday, we will all remem-
ber the ways in which Lori’s
life made a difference.

“Do you think there’s
enough?” Peter asked me,
still in his chef ’s hat, look-
ing at the enormous pile of
tiny cookies.

“Yes,” I told him. “I think
there are enough.” But I
might not have been telling
the truth.

The truth is that I’m not
sure there can ever be
enough ginger cookies. The
truth is, we could all stand
to have a few ginger cook-
ies stashed away for when
they are needed.

Till next time,
Carrie
Carrie Classon’s memoir

is called “Blue Yarn.” Learn
more at CarrieClasson.com.

Ginger Cookies

Yesterday, former president Donald Trump
asked Governor Abbott to investigate the 2020
election in Texas, and within hours, an investiga-
tion was announced.

It’s clear that this is nothing more than a
political ploy, and we cannot play politics with the
integrity of our elections.

First, let me say we’re incredibly proud of the
2020 Election in Harris County.

Between expanded hours of operations, 3 times
the number of early voting locations, drive thru
voting and more, Harris County ran one of the
most accessible, secure elections in modern
history. We saw record turnout from both parties,
and I was proud of that.

This sensational announcement of an audit by
the state is nothing more than a political ploy.
This is part of a broader trend, where state
leaders are trying to curry favor with the former
president to control the extreme flank of their
party.

Playing politics with the integrity of elections
threatens our democracy. Every time you cry
wolf, every time you yell fraud, every time you
run a phony audit, you are tearing down our
democracy brick by brick.

This irresponsible political trick doesn’t de-
serve to be treated as a serious audit, so I will not
be doing so. I’ll be working to do everything in my
power to stop this, secure trust in our system, and
protect our elections. To help me keep defending
our votes, chip in to our re-election campaign.

 The 2020 election is over. The votes have been
correctly and transparently counted. It’s time to
stop pandering, and to stop using taxpayer
resources to undermine trust in our democracy.

And we’ll keep working to make Harris County
Elections the most accessible in the country.

This Trump-backed “audit”
is a political ploy to
undermine democracy

OPINION
Harris County Judge

Lina Hidalgo

✯

We are seeing some signs that we may be
reaching a peak to this latest COVID-19 spike,
but the raw number of cases and hospitalizations
here in Harris County are still catastrophically
high. And although our medical professionals are
working nonstop to bring those numbers down,
there is still a limited number of beds and staff to
treat the surge of unvaccinated residents flooding
our hospitals. Emergency rooms have had to
close. Vital surgeries have had to be delayed. And
people are dying when they shouldn’t be. Harris
County is home to the world’s biggest and best
medical center. This shouldn’t happen anywhere
in America, but especially not here.

While we are doing everything possible to
support our nurses, they are physically and
mentally drained. Since August 11th, Harris
County hospitals have received 4 deployments of
nurses. Around 1,300 nurses have been sent to
Harris County to support the local effort and over
2,000 nurses have arrived in our region, including
622 nurses that Harris County recruited thanks
to $30 million Commissioner’s Court approved
last month to secure more help. But additional
nurses alone won’t stop the numbers we are
seeing — we need the support of our entire
community to make it through this and give our
medical workers the level of relief they need and
deserve.

So please, if you haven’t already, get vaccinat-
ed. Until September 30, Harris County residents
receive $100 when they receive their first dose
anywhere in Harris County. If you visit a Harris
County Public Health site, you will receive a cash
card there immediately following your vaccina-
tion. If you prefer to use another provider in
Harris County, and you are a Harris County
resident, you can also fill out our online form to
receive $100 once we verify your vaccination
status — no insurance required. Visit
ReadyHarris.org or call 832-927-8787 to sign up
for an appointment with Harris County Public
Health or to claim your $100 if you got your
vaccine at a non-Harris County Public Health
provider.

But even if you don’t want to do it for your
health, or the cash, do it for our exhausted nurses
and medical personnel. And if you have gotten
vaccinated already, persuade those in your life
who will listen to you to do the same.

The decision to get vaccinated impacts all of us
— the next car accident or sudden, treatable
illness that requires an ICU bed could happen to
someone you know and love, and we need those
beds open and ready.

Harris County Nurses
need your Help
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BAYTOWN — (Septem-
ber 13, 2021) — Varicose
veins aren’t just unsightly;
they can cause persistent,
aching pain and discomfort
that can make performing
daily tasks, such as stand-
ing or walking upstairs,
very difficult.

Left untreated, varicose
veins may worsen over
time and cause extreme
pain, fatigue and skin
changes, such as rashes,
redness and sores. Severe
varicose veins can lead to
an increased risk of devel-
oping deep vein thrombo-
s i s  ( D V T ) ,  a  s e r i o u s
condition requiring imme-
diate medical attention.

“There is help available
for patients seeking relief
from throbbing or cramp-
ing in the legs, disrupted
sleep due to pain or discol-
ored skin,” said Dr. Jaco-
b o  N u r k o ,  v a s c u l a r
surgeon at Houston Meth-
odist Baytown Hospital.

Dark blue and located
near or above the surface
of the skin, varicose veins
often appear on the back of
the calf or inside the leg,
but can form anywhere

from the groin to the an-
kle. The American Society
of Vascular Surgery esti-
mates that as many as 40
million Americans, includ-
ing 25 percent of women
and 15 percent of men, suf-
fer from varicose veins.

Numerous treatments
are available for small var-
icose veins and spider
veins—smaller and more
common than varicose
veins—that can bring re-
lief from the pain and stig-
ma associated with visible
vein problems.

Mild to moderate vari-
cose veins may simply re-
quire elevating the legs
above the level of the heart
three to four times a day
for about 15 minutes at a
time, which helps reduce
swelling and relieve other
symptoms.

For smaller, less severe
varicose veins, wearing
compression stockings,
elastic stockings that
squeeze the veins and stop
excess blood from flowing
backward through the
vein, may be prescribed.
Some patients are required
to wear the stockings dai-

ly for the rest of their lives
but, in many cases, they
may be all that’s needed to
relieve the pain and swell-
ing and prevent future
problems.

Some patients may be
required to undergo a scle-
rotherapy procedure, in
which the veins are inject-
ed with a solution that
closes them and allows
them to fade.

For larger veins, venous
ablation may be needed.
This minimally invasive
treatment calls for the vein
to be collapsed by light or
radiofrequency application
rather than the tradition-
al approach of vein strip-

Houston Methodist Baytown

Advanced Treatment of Vericose Veins
other disorders of the cir-
culatory system,” Nurko
said.

In addition to varicose
vein treatments, Nurko
provides a full range of
vascular care, including
wound care, peripheral
vascular disease surgery
and procedures to treat
aort ic  aneurysms.  To
schedule an appointment,
v i s i t
houstonmethodist.org/bay-
town or call 832-556-6625.

Houston Methodist Bay-
town takes every precau-
tion to safeguard your
safety during the COVID-
19 pandemic. The hospital
is designated as a vaccine
hub, where vaccines are
free and available to every-
one age 12 and older.
Houston Methodist is cur-
rently offering third doses
of the fully FDA-approved
Pfizer vaccine to patients
12 and older who are im-
munocompromised and re-
ceived their second Pfizer
dose at least 28 days ago.
To register and for infor-
m a t i o n ,  v i s i t
houstonmethodist.org/vac-
cine.

ping. Microphlebectomy, a
procedure in which small
incisions are used to re-
move bulging veins, is also
used to treat larger veins.

Nurko said researchers
have uncovered several
primary risk factors that
may lead to the develop-
ment of varicose veins, in-
cluding having a family
history of them, being
overweight, smoking, lead-
ing a sedentary lifestyle
and occupations that re-
quire extensive periods of
standing or sitting.

Women are more likely
than men to develop vari-
cose veins, especially those
between the ages of 30 and
70. Pregnant women have
an increased risk of devel-
oping them as well, but in
many women, the veins re-
turn to normal about one
year after childbirth.

Even if the development
of varicose veins is not ac-
companied by significant
pain or swelling, Nurko
recommends having them
evaluated by a physician.

“Varicose veins may
also indicate that an indi-
vidual is at higher risk of

COVID-19
shots available
in Chambers
County

DR. JACOBO NURKO

CROSBY – In the annu-
al Battle of Highway 90,
the Crosby Cougars over-
powered the Dayton Bron-
cos team by a final score of
52-21 last Friday night,
Sept. 24 at Cougar Stadi-
um. An indication of the in-

tensity of play by the Cou-
gars was the fact that at
half-time they led 49-0.

For the Broncos, QB
Blayne Denton completed
22 of 36 passes, for a gain
of 230 yards. In the run-
ning game, H. Campbell

carried 5 times, for a total
yardage of 103, or average
20 yards per carry. Touch-
downs by receivers includ-
ed D. Washington,  A.
Garner, and I. Ramirez.
Dayton Broncos had a to-
tal gain of 332 yards, in-

Crosby Cougars overpower Dayton 52-21
cluding 192 passing and
140 rushing.

For the Cougars, QB
Cyrin Myles was awarded
Offensive player of the
game, and Braden Wom-
ack special teams player of

the game. Myles has 7 for
7 passes, for a total gain of
252 yards. The Cougars
had 394 total yards gained,
with 314 passing yards
and 80 rushing yards.

#18 H. Campbell carries the ball for a 44 yard run. This is 1
of 5 carries for Campbell, who had a total of 103 yards.

#16 I. Ramirez scores on a pass reception from QB Blayne
Denton.

CHAMBERS COUNTY – Two (2) oversized
heavy transports will be making their way from
SH 146 at Cedar Bayou (via FM 565, FM 3180,
and I-10) to SH 146 north of I-10 late Tuesday
and Wednesday evenings on September 28 and
29, and into early Thursday, September 30.

These will be followed by another load taking
the same route late Friday and Saturday evenings
October 1 and 2, and into early Sunday, October
3.

The haul will begin at 8:00 p.m. the first night
(September 28 and October 1) and is expected to
last into the morning hours. The haul will park
in the construction zone behind the barrels of FM
3180 between IH 10 and Hackberry Bayou until
continuing the haul beginning at 8:00 p.m. the
second night (September 29 and October 2). The
haul will proceed to the FM 3180 interchange at
I-10 by 10:00 p.m. At that time I-10 will be closed
in the vicinity as the haul proceeds onto and
across I-10 main lanes to SH 146. The haul will
continue on SH 146 to its final destination on FM
1942.

E X P E C T E D  R O A D
CLOSURES

—The SH 146 and FM
565 intersection will be
temporarily closed for one
hour on the first night
(September 28 and Octo-
ber 1) as the transport
passes.

—On the second night
(September 29 and Octo-
ber 2), the FM 3180 inter-
change will be temporarily
closed for one hour.

—During the I-10 seg-
ment of the move, traffic
will continue on I-10 front-
age roads and may experi-
ence delays.

—Other roadways and
intersections will be closed
as the transport is passing,
but will reopen after it
passes.

Oversized loads to traverse local roads
Possible traffic problems for 6 nights

ROUTE MAP: From Cedar Bayou to FM1942 in Mont Belvieu

Chambers County
Public Health will be
offering several COVID-19
vaccine clinics in the
coming weeks at no cost
to the public. Please visit
bit.ly/chamberscovac-
cines to register for an
appointment. Appoint-
ments are required.

First, second, third and
booster doses of vaccine
will be available at each
clinic.

For reference, please
see the below distinction
between booster and third
doses:

— Third doses are
available in the Moderna
and Pfizer vaccine only for
persons who are immuno-
compromised

— Booster doses are
available only in the Pfizer
vaccine and are recom-
mended for:

o   People aged 65
years and older

o   Residents aged 18
years and older in long-
term care settings

o   People aged 50 to
64 years with underlying
medical conditions

— Booster doses of
the Pfizer vaccine are also
available for:

o   People aged 18 to
49 years with underlying
medical conditions

o   People aged 18 to
64 years with an increased
for risk for COVID-19
exposure and transmission

If you have questions
regarding vaccines or your
eligibility, please call
Chambers County Public
Health at 409-267-2931 or
email
vaccines@chamberstx.gov.

Get your flu vaccine through
Chambers County Public Health
FOR $15.

Vaccines are available
throughout the County on the
following schedule.

WINNIE
108 E Fear RdWinnie, TX

77665 409-267-2651
October 6, 20218:30 a.m. to

11:30 am.1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
October 20, 20218:30 a.m. to

11:30 a.m.
November 3, 20218:30 a.m. to

11:30 am.1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
November 17, 20218:30 a.m.

to 11:30 a.m.
December 1, 20218:30 a.m. to

11:30 am.1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
December 15, 20218:30 a.m.

to 11:30 a.m.
MONT BELVIEU
10616 Eagle Dr Mont Belvieu,

TX 77580 409-267-2619
October 7, 20218:30 a.m. to

11:30 am.1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
October 21, 20218:30 a.m. to

11:30 a.m
November 4, 20218:30 a.m. to

11:30 am.1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
November 18, 20218:30 a.m.

to 11:30 a.m
December 2, 20218:30 a.m. to

11:30 am.1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
December 16, 20218:30 a.m.

to 11:30 a.m
ANAHUAC
102 Airport RdAnahuac, TX

77514 409-267-2731
Vaccines available at the

Anahuac location of Chambers
County Public Health every week:

Mondays 8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.1
p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Tuesday and Thursday12:30
p.m. to 3 p.m.

Chambers County Public
Health102 Airport Rd | Anahuac,
TX 77514 409-267-2731

Due to the high rate of
COVID-19 transmission in
Chambers County, patients and
family members are strongly
encouraged to social distance,
wear face coverings and follow
other safety measures.

Flu shots
available in
Chambers
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Governor Abbott
Announces
Additional Items For
3rd Special Session

AUSTIN – Governor
Greg Abbott today submit-
ted a message to the Sec-
re tary  o f  the  Senate
identifying two additional
agenda items for the Third
Special Session that began
Monday, September 20.

“These two additional
agenda items are crucial to
improving the quality of
life for all Texans,” said

ed States House of Repre-
sentatives.

• Legislation providing
appropriations from the
American Rescue Plan Act
of 2021 (ARPA), Pub. L.
No. 117-2.

• Legislation identical
to Senate Bill 29 as passed
by the Texas Senate in the
87th Legislature, Regular
Session, disallowing a stu-
dent from competing in
University Interscholastic
League athletic competi-
tions designated for the
sex opposite to the stu-
dent’s sex at birth.

• Legislation regarding
whether any state or local
governmental entities in
Texas can mandate that an
individual receive a COV-
ID-19 vaccine and, if so,
what exemptions should
apply to such mandate.

• Legislation similar to

Senate Bill 474 as passed
by the 87th Legislature,
Regular Session, but that
addresses the concerns ex-
pressed in the governor’s
veto statement.

Governor Abbott. “I look
forward to working with
my partners in the Legis-
lature to pass these addi-
tional items that will lower
property taxes and keep
Texans safe.”

A d d i t i o n a l  a g e n d a
items for the Third Special
Session include:

• Legislation providing
additional property-tax re-
lief for Texans.

• Legislation proposing
a constitutional amend-
ment to further protect the
safety of the community,
law enforcement, and vic-
tims, from accused crimi-
nals who may be released
on bail, including by giving
magistrates the discretion
to deny bail under some
circumstances to people
accused of certain violent,
sexual, or trafficking of-
fenses.

Abbott calls 3rd Special
Session,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

New clinic expands access to
coordinated, evidence-based
care for residents living near
the ship channel

HOUSTON (Aug. 23,
2021) – Today, Kelsey-Sey-
bold Clinic opens its 26th
location in The Shops at
Stone Park in the North
Channel area. Kelsey-Sey-
bold Clinic – North Chan-
nel, a 7,500-square-foot
clinic, brings comprehen-
sive care closer to area res-
idents and their families
and is one of six new clin-
ics opening in 2021. The
Kelsey-Seybold Clinic –
North Channel opening
follows two openings ear-
lier this year at Memorial
City and Lake Jackson.

Kelsey-Seybold Clinic –
North Channel is located
on the east side of Beltway
8 and Wallisville Road at
5820 E. Sam Houston
Parkway N., Houston TX
77049.

“At Kelsey-Seybold, one
of our goals is to find ways
to make access to care
more convenient for our
patients. The new North
Channel clinic helps bridge
a gap for patients who live
in this area but have had
to travel to other clinic lo-
cations to receive care,”
said Adam Mitchell, M.D.,
manag ing  phys i c ian ,
North Channel clinic. “We
are so excited to welcome
new and current patients

“ W h e n  w e  b u i l d  a
Kelsey-Seybold Clinic loca-
tion in a new community,
it takes very little time for
patients to decide that our
model of coordinated care
is what they want for
themselves and their fam-
ily members,” said Jacque-
l i n e  B a k e r ,  c l i n i c
administrator at North
Channel clinic. “We’re so
excited to establish our
practice in this communi-
ty and look forward to
greeting new and current
patients to our beautiful,
new clinic.”

The new North Channel
location was designed by
arch i tec t s  a t  Powers
Brown Architecture. Unit-
ed Constructors was the
general contractor.

Two of the main doctors onsite: left: John Ruelas, MD,
Family Medicine- right- Adam Mitchell, MD, Internal
Medicine, Managing Physician

View of the Exterior of the Clinic, with Staff

Kelsey-Seybold opens 26th
Clinic in East Harris County area

to this convenient location
and look forward to taking
care of them for years to
come.”

The new North Channel
clinic will continue Kelsey-
Seybold’s expansion of co-
ordinated, evidence-based
care in the ship channel
area, which is currently
underserved and has lim-
ited options for primary
care. Patients age five and
older will have immediate
access to two primary care
providers. The clinic has
room for up to four provid-
ers and has an on-site lab-
oratory and X-ray, plus
access to an extensive net-
w o r k  o f  s p e c i a l i s t s
throughout the Kelsey
Seybold Clinic system in-
cluding nearby Summer
Creek and Pasadena clin-
ics.

KEENEY’s

KORNER
BY

MIKE KEENEY

Brady returns to NE on
Sunday Night Football:
Texans face tough road
game at Buffalo

The prodigal son returns
to New England in prime
time on Sunday Night Foot-
ball. The son is former Pa-
triots quarterback Tom
Brady, who left New En-
gland two years ago and
moved to Tampa, where he
led the Buccaneers to a Su-
per Bowl victory in his first
year and has the Bucs roll-
ing to start the 2021 season.

It will be interesting to
see how welcoming Patriot
fans will be when Tom Ter-
rific returns wearing a new
uniform. You’d think NE
fans would welcome him and
f o r m e r  t i g h t  e n d  R o b
Gronkowski with open arms,
after all, Brady did win them
six Lombardi Trophies while
serving as Bill Belichick’s
quarterback.

But this is the Boston
area and those fans can be
brutal. I have a feeling Beli-
chick will set the tone. If he
speaks kindly of Brady, and
why wouldn’t he, I imagine
his attitude will filter down
to the fan base. Don’t be sur-
prised if owner Robert Kraft
honors Brady with a video
tribute prior to the game.

While a lot of focus will be
on the TB-NE game, there
are a number of other inter-
esting matchups in Week 4
as well.

The Texans face a tough
road test when they travel to
Buffalo and could be without
starting quarterback Tyrod
Taylor, who suffered a ham-
string injury two weeks ago
in the Texans’ 31-21 loss at
Cleveland. Rookie Davis
Mills will be the man under
center and he will face a hos-
tile Buffalo crowd, as well as
a pretty good Bills defense.

The Cowboys, who picked
up a big road win two weeks
ago against the Chargers,
host Carolina, which won its
first two games of the year
behind a solid defense.

Arizona visits the Los An-
geles Rams in an early-sea-
son NFC West showdown,
while Seattle and San Fran-
cisco also meet in another
NFC West contest.

The Steelers visit Green
Bay as two of the league’s
older QB, Ben Rothlisberg-
er and GB’s Aaron Rodgers
go up against one another.

In college action, Texas
travels to Fort Worth to face
TCU in a key Big 12 contest,
while the high-scoring Mis-
sissippi Rebels visit Ala-
bama in  SEC p lay .  In
another key SEC contest,
No. 16 Arkansas visits No.
2-ranked Georgia.

Before we take a look at
those games, let’s review
last week’s record. An 8-4
week brought the season
record to 22-14 (61%).

Now, onto this weekend’s
game.

NCAA
Arkansas at Georgia:

The Razorbacks have been
one of the surprise teams
this year winning their first
three games, including a 40-
21 pasting of Texas. Sam
Pittman’s team takes a huge
step up this week when they
visit Athens, GA to take on
the No. 2-ranked Bulldogs.
The Hogs strong rushing
game will get tested by a
Georgia defense that al-
lowed 23 points in their first
three games. The Hogs will
need a big game from quar-
terback KJ Jefferson (632
passing yards, 4 TDs/180
rushing yards, 2 TDs) and

running back Trelon Smith
(216 yards, 3 TDs) if they
hope to spring the upset. The
Bulldogs are balanced on of-
fense led by quarterback J.T.
Daniels (438 yards, 2 TDs)
and running back Zamir
White (159 yards, 1 TD) and
Kendall Milton (119 yards).
Look for Arkansas to give
the ‘Dawgs a game, but the
Georgia defense will be the
difference maker late in this
one. My pick, Georgia 32, Ar-
kansas 17

Texas at  TCU:  The
Longhorns visit TCU on Sat-
urday hoping new head
coach Steve Sarkisian has
better luck against Gary
Patterson’s Horned Frogs
than his predecessors have.
In their last nine meetings,
TCU has won seven of the
nine meetings. That can’t
make UT fans happy. Two
weeks ago, Texas routed
Rice 58-0 as running back
Bijan Robinson (299 yards,
5 TDs) rushed for 123 yards
and three TDs. Quarterback
Casey Thompson (263 pass-
ing yards, 3 TDs) got his first
start and was efficient with
164 yards and two scores.
TCU is led by quarterback
Max Duggan (441 passing
yards, 4 TDs) and running
back Zach Evens (217 yards,
2 TDs). If Texas gets caught
looking ahead to next week’s
opponent, Oklahoma, it
could turn into a long day in
Fort Worth for Sarkisian’s
team. Something tells me
after the Arkansas debacle,
the ‘Horns will be much
more focused from here on
out. My pick, Texas 33, TCU
28

NFL
Carolina at Dallas: The

Panthers make their second
straight trip to the Lone Star
State when they take on the
Cowboys on Sunday at
AT&T Stadium. Two weeks
ago, Carolina played at
Houston and this week they
face a Dallas team that
picked up a big road win two
weeks  ago  against  the
Chargers in Los Angeles.
The defense made plays all
day, but it was the running
game that won it for the
Cowboys. Dallas unleashed
its two-headed running at-
tack of Tony Pollard (123
yards, 1 TD) and Ezekiel El-
liott (104 yards, 1 TD),
which opened things up for
quarterback Dak Prescott
(640 yards, 3 TDs) and wide
receivers CeeDee Lamb (15
receptions, 185 yards, 1 TD)
and Amari Cooper (16 recep-
tions, 163 yards, 2 TDs). The
Dallas defense will need to
contain Panther running
back Christian McCaffrey
(170 yards, 1 TD), who looks
fully recovered after missing
a majority of last year with
a number of injuries. New
QB Sam Darnold (584 yards,
3 TDs) and wide receiver
D.J. Moor (14 receptions,
159 yards, 1 TD) can also
cause problems. My pick,
Dallas 31, Carolina 28

Houston at Buffalo:
The Texans hit the road for
Buffalo and will turn the of-
fense over to rookie quarter-
back Davis Mills (102 yards,
1 TD against Cleveland) to
face a Buffalo team that em-
barrassed Miami 35-0 two
weeks ago on the road. The
Texans have played hard in
their first two games, but in-
juries are starting to mount
up. Bills QB Josh Allen (449
yards, 3 TDs) should have a
big day throwing to wide re-
ceiver Stefon Diggs (13 re-
ceptions, 129 yards, 1 TD)

and other Buffalo wide re-
ceivers, and the Bills might
have found a running game
led by Devin Singletary (154
yards, 1 TD). This could turn
into a long day in Western
New York for the Texans.
My pick, Buffalo 33, Hous-
ton 17

Arizona at Los Angeles
Rams: The Cardinals and
Rams meet in an early sea-
son NFC West showdown in
what should be a fun game
to watch. Two of the hottest
QBs in the league will do
battle as Arizona’s Kyler
Murray (689 yards, 7 TDs/2
rushing TDs) and Matthew
Stafford (599 yards, 5 TDs)
look to light up the SoFi Sta-
dium scoreboard.  Both
teams have a plethora of
weapons on offense. Arizona
is led by its receivers, DeAn-
dre Hopkins (10 receptions,
137 yards, 3 TDs) and rook-
ie sensation Rondale Moore
(11 receptions, 182 yards, 1
TD), while Rams WR Cooper
Kupp (16 receptions, 271
yards, 3 TDs) has gotten off
to an explosive start. The
key to this game will be who
plays the better defense, and
the Rams have one of the top
defensive units in the game.
Look for Aaron Donald and
Co. to harass Murray all af-
ternoon and be the differ-
ence maker in this one. My
pick, Los Angeles Rams 26,
Arizona 20

Pittsburgh at Green
Bay: Old timers Ben Roth-
lisberger (483 yards, 2 TDs)
and Aaron Rodgers (255
yards, 4 TDs in last Mon-
day’s 35-17 win over Detroit)
go at it on Sunday at Lam-
beau Field. The Steelers
opened the season with a
nice road win at Buffalo,
while the Saints trounced
the Packers. The two teams
flipped the script in Week 2
as the Steelers lost at home
to the Raiders, while the
Packers got back on track
with a Monday Night Foot-
ball route of the Lions. GB
running back Aaron Jones
had a big night with four
touchdowns. Look for the
Packers to get on a roll as
Rodgers begins to play as he
did last year when he won
his third MVP award. My
pick, Green Bay 30, Pitts-
burgh 26

Tampa Bay at New En-
gland: Brady returns to
New England on Sunday
Night Football with a load-
ed offense and one of the
league’s top defenses, while
the Patriots will rely on
rookie QB Mac Jones (467
yards, 1 TD), running back
Damien Harris (162 yards,
1 TD) and a very solid de-
fense (NE had four intercep-
tions in their 25-6 win over
the Jets two weeks ago). We
will see just how good the
NE defense is when it faces
Brady (655 yards, 9 TDs),
wide receivers Chris Godwin
(13 receptions, 167 yards, 1
TD), Mike Evans (8 recep-
tions, 99 yards, 2 TD) and
Gronk (12 receptions, 129
yards, 4 TDs). If any coach
can slow down a good of-
fense, it’s Belichick and it
helps that Belichick knows
what makes Brady tick. I
mean, the two only worked
together for 20 years in New
England. I think the Patri-
ots give Brady fits on Sun-
day  n ight ,  but  the  TB
defense will do the same to
the rookie Jones. Brady gets
the last laugh, as he’s the
difference maker in this one.
My pick, Tampa Bay 32,
New England 23
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CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED
A D SA D S

Your AD will reach up to 50,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 25,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $16 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain l ink, wood
ornamental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

PRINTING &
MAILING
Full Service
Marketing Services.
713-977-2555

               tfn

SERVICES

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

FOR RENT

DUPLEX FOR
RENT,
GALENA PARK, 2
BEDROOM/1 BATH,
NEAR SCHOOLS.
WATER AND GAS
PAID FOR,
CENTRAL AC/HEAT.
RENT $940 PER
MONTH.
CALL 281-389-6567.

32-2t

7 PLOTS AVAILABLE
PRIME LOCATION
STERLING-WHITE

CEMETERY
GARDEN OF HOPE

1 Triple, 1 Double, 2 Single
$1500 Each plus transfer

TEL. 281-380-6735

CEMETERY
PLOTS FOR SALE

CEMETERY
PLOTS FOR SALE

tfn

SMALL ADS
Bring

BIG RESULTS
Classified ADS
713-266-3444

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Editor & Publisher..............................Gilbert Hoffman
Associate Publisher.....................Mei-Ing Liu Hoffman
Marketing Manager..............................Willie Glasgow
Production Manager...........................Luis Hernandez
Asst. Production Manager............Gerardo Hernandez
Entered as Periodicals Class at Highlands Post Office, Highlands, TX 77562. Under the Act
of Congress of March 3, 1879. Published 50 weeks per year, on Thursday, by Grafikpress
Corp., 5906 Star Lane, Houston, TX 77057. Opinions in this paper are those of the au-
thors, and not necessarily this newspaper’s. Any erroneous statement which may appear
will be corrected when brought to the attention of the publisher. Liability for errors is
limited to the reprinting of the corrected version. Submissions are encouraged, in person,
by mail, by Fax, or by email, to grafikstar@aol.com.

GRAFIKPRESS is publisher of community newspapers, including Highlands STAR-Crosby
COURIER; Barbers Hill Dayton PRESS; Northeast NEWS; North Forest NEWS, North Chan-
nel STAR. Combined circulation of these newspapers exceeds 50,000, Readership exceeds
110,000 according to industry standards. We also print dozens of school, ethnic, and
government publications on contract. Call for information to 713-977-2555.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: In-county, $28.00 per year. Out of county, $35.00 per Year. POST-
MASTER: Send address changes to Star-Courier, P. O. Box 405, Highlands, TX 77562

News and Ad Phones....713-266-3444
FAX Line....713-977-1188
email: grafikstar@aol.com

Member Texas Press Association

and the
USPS 244-500

C R O S B YH I G H L A N D S

Barbers Hill✯Dayton PRESS

Star✯CourierStar✯Courier

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL SPECIALIZA-

TION

Church Page Sponsors

Call 713-266-3444 to join to
join sponsorship of this page.
Thank you.

Siding &
Roof Repairs

Mobile Home Skirting
Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE
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CALL 281-426-3555

FINAL DAY

News of
GOOSE CREEK ISD

The district held the groundbreaking ceremony on August 13th for the new
Robotics Center to a crowd of eager district administrators and excited community
leaders. The building, which is set to open within the next two years, is nestled
directly across the street from the Stuart Career Technical High School. Goose
Creek has had a successful Robotics program spread out amongst several campuses
for many years. The creation of the Robotics Center will ensure that students who
are interested in the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) field will
have a place to call home. These students will be the world’s next inventors,
scientists, doctors, and educators. Renea Dillon, Director of CTE, stated, “Our
students are changing the world and this new facility will ensure that they, the
district, and the community will continue to be successful for many years to come.”

The rain couldn’t stop the groundbreaking celebration for the district’s Early
Learning Academy, which was held on August 13th. The new facility, set to open
within the next few years, will house the district’s tiniest learners. Each room in
the state-of-the-art building is designed to inspire and engage the minds of the
district’s 3-4 year old students. Adrienne Tesar, principal of the Academy, is working
diligently with her staff as they prepare for the exciting future that lies ahead.
The students that enter the program will not only be prepared for kindergarten,
but they will also be exposed to technology, the arts, science and more. “The staff
of ELA is following the lead of our Superintendent by preparing ourselves to
teach our students using experiential learning,” Tesar said. “I am truly honored to
lead and work alongside this amazing group of teachers for what I know will be a
groundbreaking program for our students and our community.”

Photos by Carrie Pryor-Newman

New Early Learning Academy groundbreaking

District Breaks Ground on New Robotics Center


