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BIRTHDAYS
Mar 17--Lyndsay Dam-

mon
Mar 18--Kent Nelson
Mar 19--Yvonne Browder

Isabell Daniels
Annie Marie Herron
Chris Scott
Jett Sherwood

Mar 20--Josh Kimberlin
Mar 21--Crystal Burton

Kathy Townsend
Mar 22--Craig Gross

Lisa Strouhal
Laura White

Mar 23--Jackie Thomp-
son
Charolotte Wotipka

Mar 24–Lindsey Bell
John Townsend
Mary Helen James

ANNIVERSARIES
March 31--William &

Susan O’Neal

DEATHS
Clarence Russell Rogers,

Hico/Crosby

W O M E N ’ S   H I S T O R Y   M O N T H

WOMEN’S HISTORY
MONTH HONOR’S
HOUSTON’S BARBARA
JORDAN
PART 2 OF A SERIES…

By Allan Jamail

Houston, TX. – March 8,
2022; in celebration of
Women’s History Month
Houston Barbara Jordan
is recognized for her out-
standing achievements in
m a k i n g  s u s t a i n a b l e
progress as a Black Wom-
en. Jordan, a Houston na-
t i v e ,  w a s  t h e  f i r s t
African-American woman

Houston’s Barbara Jordan

BARBARA JORDAN

CONTINUED. SEE BARBARA
JORDAN, PAGE 5

PART 1 OF 2 OF A 5 PART
SERIES…

By Allan Jamail

March 9, 2022 – The
month of March gives us
the opportunity to cele-
brate Women’s History
Month. In our today’s
world we’re seeing more
and more how women are
contributing to improving
the world in ways never
seen before. Some call the
larger roll women are now
taking in the world as the
“new women’s movement”
or “women’s lib move-

ment”. Regardless of how
women have begun to be
more instrumental in our
lives, I welcome it.

W o m e n ’ s  H i s t o r y
Month, a national recogni-
tion of the vital roles wom-
en have played throughout
history. This recognition
began in one town in 1978
when the Education Task
Force of the Sonoma Coun-
ty Commission on the Sta-
tus of Women celebrated
“Women’s History Week”
in Santa Rosa, California.
The week was chosen to
include International
Women’s Day, March 8.

The movement spread
to other communities, so in
1980 a consortium of wom-
en’s groups and historians
asked the federal govern-
ment for recognition. Pres-
i d e n t  J i m m y  C a r t e r
proclaimed the week of
March 8, 1980 to be Na-
tional Women’s History
Week, citing in his procla-
mation that the “achieve-
m e n t s ,  l e a d e r s h i p ,
courage, strength and love
of the women who built
America was as vital as

Women’s History Month Celebration

CONTINUED. SEE WOMEN’S
HHISTORY MONTH, PAGE 5

HUFFMAN — The
Huffman ISD board vot-
ed at their February
meeting to call for an
election for a new bond
issue. According to dis-
trict spokesperson Kris-
ten Breaux, the total
amount of the bond will
be $98.9 million dollars.
The election will take
place on May 3rd.

Based on a study con-
ducted for the board, the
money will be used in
the following categories:

• HIGH SCHOOL

RENOVATION & EX-
PANSIONS  $57.3 mil-
lion

-- 20 new classrooms,
work on HVAC, Roof,
G y m ,  A u d i t o r i u m ,
DAEP

• MIDDLE SCHOOL
RENOVATIONS & EX-
PANSIONS  $17.3 mil-
lion

-- 15 new classrooms,
Cafeteria expansion, Ag,
Field House

• MAJOR MAINTE-
NANCE PROJECTS
$5.6 million

• SAFETY & SECU-
RITY  $4.0 million

-- Cameras, Lighting,
Alarms, Doors, Con-
trols, Roads & Traffic

• O P E R A T I O N S
CENTER  $15.7 million

• BUSSES (6) $660k
• LAND — New and

Reimbursements  $5.6
million

•  TECHNOLOGY
$1.8 million

--  Wi-Fi  improve-
ments, Classroom Tech-
nology, Data Center
Upgrades

TOTAL ESTIMATED
COST  $98.9 million, af-
ter a FEMA credit, or re-
imbursement  o f  $9
million.

• BASEBALL/SOFT-
B A L L  T U R F  U P -
GRADE $2.9 million

-- (This item will be a
separate proposition on
the ballot, as required
by law)

Breaux indicated to
this newspaper that the
District would be issu-
ing additional details of
the bond issue in the
near future, and posting
this on the District web-
site.

Huffman ISD plans Bond Election
$98.9 Million for Expansion, upgrades

SUPERINTENDENT
PAULA PATTERSON

Crosby Superintendent’s
Message to the community

Hello East Harris Coun-
ty and Crosby ISD fami-
lies,

I hope you are enjoying
Spring Break this week.
This month, we are cele-
brating staff appreciation
at each campus. Teachers
and staff members are
having lunch on us and ex-
tended lunch breaks. My
Cabinet members and I are
covering lunch duty to free
up campus leaders and
other staff to enjoy a long-
er lunch and some deli-
cious food courtesy of a
food truck on campus. We
not only want to feed our
employees’ stomachs but
also their hearts and souls.
We are planning another
surprise in April. Thank
you for all that you do!

As soon as we’re back
from Spring Break, Cros-
by High School Theater
Arts students will be re-

hearsing to compete in the
Bi-District One Act Play
Contest. They advanced
after hosting the District
competition earlier this
month. One Act Play was
one of the activities I en-
joyed the most during my
time as a student at Cros-
by High School. I can’t wait
to watch our students star
in their production at

Friendswood High School
on March 24th. I hope to
see you there.

I want to give a shout-
out to the Crosby High
School varsity boys’ bas-
ketball team. They fought
all season with heart, right
up to the Regional Final
against the reigning state
champs. Their season
came to an end, but what
a season it was. They are
among the 8 best in the
state and advanced further
than any Crosby boys’ bas-
ketball team in 43 years.
We’ll salute them later this
Spring when we honor all
the achievements from our
extracurricular teams, ac-
tivities, and organizations
this semester.

You know Spring has
arrived as softball and
baseball are now in Dis-

Continued. See Superin-
tendent’s Message, P. 2

RodeoHouston speaker
at  Highlands Rotary

With the RodeoHouston in full swing at NRG Center,
the Highlands Rotary heard from Don Nichols of the
speaker’s bureau of the Rodeo. Nichols is a past
president of the Galena Park Rotary club. He spoke
about the history of the Houston Rodeo, starting in
1932 with one entertainer, Gene Autry, who sang for
a whole week. Originally in the Sam Houston
Coliseum, it  moved to the Astrodome in 1966 and to
NRG stadium in 2002. Every year the Rodeo awards
2300 scholarships to college-bound seniors. There are
four “pillars” on which the event is founded:
Agriculture, Entertainment, Western Lore, and
Education. This is the 90th Anniversary year of
RodeoHouston.

Russell
Rogers dies,
was CF&R
President

CROSBY – The commu-
nity is mourning the loss
of one of its leading citizens
for many year, Russell
Rogers. Rogers passed
away on Monday, March 7
in Hico, Texas.

Originally from Oklaho-
ma, Rogers came to Cros-
by in 1999 from Durant,
Oklahoma and met and
married his wife Shirley.

Russell and Shirley are
remembered fondly for the
energy and devotion that
they gave to the success of
the Crosby Fair & Rodeo.

Russell was a board
member of the Crosby Fair
and Rodeo Association
from 2004, serving as the
President until 2012. The
Rock’n C Arena was his
second home and he spent
every spare moment sup-
porting the youth and the
fairgrounds.

In 2013 Russell and
Shirley retired to Hico,
Texas. A memorial service
was held March 13 in
Stephenville. A full Obitu-
ary is on page 5 of this
newspaper.
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elected to the Texas
Senate and the first Afri-
can-American woman
elected to the U.S. Con-
gress from the South.

Rosemary McGowen
and I have been friends for
many years and she’s giv-
en me personal experienc-
es she and Barbara have
had together. She’s Bar-
bara’s only living sibling
and she joined State Rep.
Shawn Thierry today on
Women’s Day for the un-
veiling of the Barbara Jor-
dan Memorial Parkway.
It’s the stretch of Highway
288 from Cleburne, which
runs into Texas Southern
University where Jordan
earned an undergraduate
degree, to the Beltway 8.

“I’m delighted this is be-
ing done in her honor and
celebrates the accomplish-
ments she made,” McGow-
an said.

Representative Thierry
wrote the bill to rename
the highway. It was signed
into law on June 19, 2019,
also known as Juneteenth,
the day in which enslaved
Texans learned of their
freedom. Because the state
does not appropriate funds
for signs, Thierry said Cen-
terPoint Energy is under-
writing the cost of the

signs.
“It really has been a la-

bor of love visualizing and
then working on this
project for so many years,”
State  Representat ive
Shawn Thierry said. “This
highway dedication is a
permanent memorial for
future generations to wit-
ness.” “We are honoring an
iconic woman who was
such an inspiration. This is
a permanent memorial to
a great woman for all to
see,” Thierry said.

BARBARA CHARLINE
JORDAN HISTORY: She
was a product of Houston’s
Black Fifth Ward; she
opened the door in the po-
l i t ical  arena for  both
Blacks and women. Elect-
ed a State Representative
from Texas; February 21,
1936; she was educated in
the public schools of Hous-
ton; graduated, from Phil-
lis Wheatley High School,
in 1952. She got her B.A.,
at Houston’s Texas South-
ern University in 1956 and
her law degree at Boston
University School of Law,
Boston Mass. 1959. She
was admitted to the Mas-
sachusetts and Texas bars
in 1959 and commenced

practice in Houston in
1960.

Jordan was elected to
the Texas senate in 1967
and re-elected and served
until 1972; served as ad-
ministrative assistant to
Harris County’s Judge. In
1966 she was a delegate to
Texas State Democratic
conventions, 1967, 1969
and a delegate to Demo-
cratic National Convention
of 1968.

She was elected as a
Democrat to the Ninety-
third, Ninety-fourth and
Ninety-fifth Congresses
(January 3, 1973-January
3, 1979); and was not a
candidate for re-election in
1978 to the Ninety-sixth
Congress. She was a pro-
fessor at the Lyndon B.
Johnson School of Public
Affairs at the University of
Texas in Austin, 1979-
1982,  and Lyndon B.
Johnson Centennial Chair-
man in National Policy,
1982-1986; She chaired the
Commission on Immigra-
tion Reform; was a resi-
dent of Austin, Tex., until
her death there on Janu-
ary 17, 1996; her inter-
ment is in Texas State
C e m e t e r y .
Allanj211@aol.com

 that of the men whose
names we know so well.”

The recognition was re-
newed by later presidents
until 1987, when Congress
des ignated  March  as
“Women’s History Month.”

Women’s contributions
through the years have of-
ten gone unappreciated
and forgotten.  The month
of March provides us a
time to set aside for reflec-
tion, appreciation, and cel-
ebration; it’s our time to
recognize contributions
both large  and smal l
they’ve made to change our
lives for the better.

Each of us can reflect
back on our personal his-
tory of how significant our
own mother was to us and
her care and influence she
made on us. My mother
has passed but her memo-
ries live on within me dai-
ly. I think of her care for
me as well as the disciplin-
ing of me, both she dished

Houston’s Barbara Jordan,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Women’s History Month,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

out because of her love for
me. It made me a better
person and her lesson on
life still influences my be-
havior.

Sadly to say women
have been discriminated
against is so many areas of
life, equal pay, job promo-
tions, sexual harassment
to name a few.

Laurie Fickman, of the
University of Houston
(UH) released the study by
the University of Houston
Institute for Research on
Women, Gender & Sexual-
ity (IRWGS) stating that
women lag far behind men
on multiple fronts in Har-
ris County. Women are al-
most 50% more likely to
live in poverty than men
and the wage gap for men
and women by race and
ethnicity is considerably
greater here than nation-
ally.

In Harris County during
2017, women’s poverty

rate (15.3%) was nearly
50% higher than the male
poverty rate (10.4%). The
gender gap is higher than
observed nationally, state-
wide (Texas) and in com-
parable counties in the
United States.

Wage gap data for men
and women by race/ethnic-
ity in Harris County is con-
siderably greater than the
national wage gap, with
the median non-Hispanic
(NH) white woman here
making 69.4 cents on the
dollar made by the medi-
an NH white man; the me-
dian NH Asian woman
making 63.6 cents; the me-
dian NH black woman
making 47.1 cents; and the
median Hispanic woman
making 33.5 cents.

Next week we’ll honor
more women’s social, eco-
n o m i c  a n d  p o l i t i c a l
a c h i e v e m e n t s .
Allanj211@aol.com

trict play. We are expect-
ing big things this year
from both teams. I invite
you to come to the Ball-
parks in Crosby and spend
quality family time at one
of the best ballparks in the
state of Texas.

Both our varsity boys’
and girls’ soccer teams are
headed into the playoffs.
The girls’ team finished up
regular season with a 3-0
win, and they are the third
seed in the playoffs. The
boys’ wrapped up regular
season play with a 4-1 win
over Port Arthur Memori-
al. The boys also clinched
a spot in the playoffs.

Our track and field
teams are racking up some
hardware. The Crosby
Middle School 7th and 8th
grade teams are District
champs. Our CHS varsity

Crosby High School Theater Arts students will be rehearsing to compete
in the Bi-District One Act Play Contest.

Crosby Superintendent’s
Message,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

teams are competing in re-
lays over the next couple of
weeks before the District
meet in April.

Also this month, a real
example of girl power!
Crosby High School 11th
grader Xandra Hernandez
will compete at State in
powerlifting. She clinched
Regionals by deadlifting
225 pounds.

One  o f  the  b igges t
champions for our smallest
Cougars is Crosby Kinder-
garten Center Principal,
Ms. Operium Baldwin. I
had the privilege of sur-
prising her with the big
announcement that she is
the 2021-2022 Principal of
the Year in Crosby ISD.
Ms. Baldwin grew up in
Barrett and Crosby ISD
campuses. This is her first
year as Principal at CKC,

and the moment you walk
on the campus, you can feel
the positive climate and
culture. Thank you, Ms.
Baldwin, to you and your
staff!

March marks Women’s
History Month, celebrat-
ing the success of barrier
breakers. The field of edu-
cation has many women
making a difference in the
lives of children every day.
We are the moms, the sis-
ters, the daughters, the
wives, and the leaders
whose passion can’t be
beat. To the women who’ve
had a lasting impact on
Crosby  ISD s tudents
through the  decades ,
thank you for your unwa-
vering dedication and con-
t r i b u t i o n  t o  o u r
communities.

This is Now! Go Coogs!

San Antonio, Texas - The Crosby FFA
and Crosby Agriculture Mechanic stu-
dents attended the San Antonio Stock
Show and Rodeo to exhibit their projects
in February. Students represented Cros-
by ISD with their hard work and deter-
mination along with successfully
showing their skills. Students compet-
ed in one of the largest junior livestock
shows in the world. Exhibitors travel
from all over for the opportunity to show
their animals and showmanship skills.
Here are the Crosby ISD competitors
and the results:

Swine Show
•Haley Bobalik-3rd Place
•Austin Eilers-Top 20 Pull
•Kami Fajkus-Top 20 Pull
•Kenley French-Top 20 Pull
•Stratton Manuel
•Addison Maxey-Top 20 Pull
•Orien Payne-Top 20 Pull
•Hannah Roder
•Charly Turbitt-Top 20 Pull
•Peyton Turbitt-6th Place

Lamb Show
•Chloe Hood
•Taylor Veach-Top 20 Pull

Goat Show
•Ruthie Campbell

The San Antonio Stock Show and Ro-
deo is also one of the largest and most
competitive Ag Mechanics shows. This
year offered a record year for the show
with 728 participating exhibitors and
more than 150 judges. Here are the Cros-
by ISD competitors and results:

          •Madalynn Davis - Ag Mechan-
ics Blue Ribbon Quality and Craftman-
ship Pull

•Brent Starkey - Ag Mechanics
Blue Ribbon Quality and Craftmanship
Pu

Congratulations to all our Crosby ex-
hibitors for their outstanding dedication!

Crosby FFA and Ag Mecanics
students compete at
San Antonio Rodeo
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ON THE
HILL

Chambers County
is excited to partner
with the History Heals
Foundation (HHF) to
host the First Annual
History Heals
Luncheon on March
29, 2022 at the White
Memorial Park
Community Building.

This event will
serve as the Kick Off of
several months of
promotional and
fundraising events
leading up to HHF
hosting The Wall That
Heals in October 2022.
More information
regarding The Wall
will be provided at the
luncheon.

The luncheon is
dedicated to honoring
Vietnam Veterans and
fallen soldiers and will
focus on remembering
the Vietnam War and
it’s lasting impact on
Chambers County.

Sponsors are
needed. If you would
like to support this
endeavor, please
contact Samantha
Humphrey at
shumphrey @
chamberstx.gov.

History
Heals
Luncheon

Dallas (March 9, 2022)
– Chevron Phillips Chem-
ical Company LP has
agreed to make upgrades
and perform compliance
measures estimated to cost
$118 million to resolve al-
legations that it violated
the Clean Air Act and state
air pollution control laws
at three petrochemical
manufacturing facilities
located in Cedar Bayou,
Port Arthur, and Sweeney,
Texas. Chevron Phillips
will also pay a $3.4 million
civil penalty. The settle-
ment will eliminate thou-
sands of tons of air
pollution from flares.

According to the com-
plaint filed with a consent
decree, the company failed
to properly operate and
monitor its industrial
flares, which resulted in
excess emissions of harm-
ful air pollution at the
three Texas facilities. The
company regularly “over-
steamed” the flares and
failed to comply with oth-
er key operating con-
straints to ensure the

volatile organic com-
pounds (VOCs) and haz-
ardous air pollutants
(HAPs) contained in the
gases routed to the flares
are efficiently combusted.

“This settlement will
require Chevron Phillips to
install pollution control
and emissions monitoring
equipment at three facili-
ties in Texas, reducing

emissions of greenhouse
gases and other harmful
gases by thousands of tons
per year,” said Acting As-
sistant Administrator Lar-
ry Starfield for the EPA’s
Office of Enforcement and
Compliance Assurance.
“Those controls, plus a re-
quirement for fence line
monitoring of benzene
emissions and corrective

Department’s Environ-
ment and Natural Re-
sources Division. “We are
committed to reducing
harmful air pollution from
unnecessary and improper
flaring, especially near
overburdened communi-
ties with environmental
justice concerns.”

“While the health im-
pacts of Clean Air Act vio-
lations in Port Arthur,
Cedar Bayou and Sweeny,
Texas, cannot be reversed,
this Consent Decree does
provide for improvements
at Chevron Phillips facili-
ties that are located close
to residential neighbor-
hoods,” said EPA Regional
Administrator Dr. Earthea
Nance. “Port Arthur and
these communities have
been demanding assis-
tance for years. It is good
to see this kind of bold en-
forcement action.”

Once fully implemented,
the pollution controls are
estimated to reduce emis-

Barbers Hill High School Anchor Club recently attended the 2022
Texas District Anchor Convention in Tyler, Texas.

West Chambers County Pilot Club, Inc. received a Copper Sponsor-
ship from Crystal Allen from Farmers Insurance, for our upcoming
annual fundraising Gala on Saturday, April 2, 2022 from 6:00 P.M.-
10:00 P.M., at Barbers Hill High School, Mont Belvieu TX. The theme
of this year’s Gala is “Kentucky Derby on the Hill”.

For more information contact W.C.C.P.C. at P.O. Box 1032, Mont
Belvieu, TX 77580, Email wccpilotclub@gmail.com or Linda Gilmore
at rayegil2@yahoo.com or to purchase tickets contact any West Cham-
bers County Pilot Club member or call Treasurer Diana Jackson – 505-
220-7499

(Left to right) Sofia Castellan, Liliana Rendon, Kathy Ellis, Vicky
Parker, and West Chambers County Pilot Linda Gilmore, not pictured
Crystal Allen

WCC Pilot Club,
Receives a Copper
Sponsorship for Gala

Barbers Hill High
School Anchor Club
at Texas District
Anchor Convention

West Chambers County Pilot members made Fidget Mats for Presi-
dent Angela Fackler’s students and they are also making some Fidget
Mats for the Mont Belvieu Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center resi-
dents.

(pictured Front row): Emily Gonzales, BHHS Anchor President-Elect,
Judy Duncan, WCCPC Anchor Coordinator, Hayden Harris, BHHS
Anchor Historian. (pictured Second row): Arielle Ibarra, Allison
Longorio, Aubrey Falk, Aiden Engrissi, Jennifer Jones, BHHS Anchor
Advisor

(l-r) West Chambers County Pilots Wynona Montgomery, Deana Fojt,
Jan Jones, Linda Polk, President Angela Fackler, Diana Jackson, Judy
Duncan, and President-Elect Tonya Keller.

West Chambers
Pilot Members
make Fidget mats

TREE SALE
Thursday, March 24-
11am to 6pm
Friday, March 25-11am
to 6pm
Saturday, March 26-
8am to 1pm

Oaks - Live, Laurel,
Willow, Overcup,
Shumard Red, Nutall
Red, Southern Red,
Chinquapin, Swamp
Chestnut; Other
Hardwoods -
Sweetgum, Green Ash,
Sycamore, River Birch,
Water Tupelo,
American
Elm, Sugarberry;
Shrubs
- American
Beautyberry,
Buttonbush, Wax
Myrtle

All Trees $10
Assortment Available
While Supplies Last
Pre-Sales Offered With
Payment in Full
Sale & Pick Up at
St. John the Evangelist
Catholic Church
800 W. Baker Rd.
Back parking lot at the
basketball pavilion.
For information contact
Baytown Habitat for
Humanity
at 281-427-0866 or
info@baytownhabitat.org

Fundraiser made
possible through the
generous tree
donation by
Tree Life Farms, 3703
Fig Orchard Rd.
Highlands TX 77562

Baytown
Habitat for
Humanity
Fundraiser

EPA orders ChevronPhillips to reduce air pollution
Settlement will cut Flaring at Cedar Bayou plant, others

actions when benzene
readings are high, will re-
sult in significant benefits
for the local communities
in Texas.”

“The Justice Depart-
ment and EPA will enforce
the law against petrochem-
ical plants that violate the
Clean Air Act,” said Assis-
tant Attorney General
Todd Kim for the Justice

Continued. See Chevron-
Phillips, Page 7

CHEVRONPHILLIPS PLANT AT CEDAR BAYOU, WITH FREQUENT FLARING.
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
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Several Statewide Races
Headed to Runoffs May 24

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon
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Room for
More

This Ain’t Our First Rodeo

Barrel racing, mutton bustin’, and bull riding
are just some of the many events you can catch at
one of Texas’ many rodeos. Recognized as the
official sport of Texas, the history of rodeos in the
Lone Star State dates much further back than its
official proclamation by the Texas Legislature 25
years ago.

The Spanish conquistadors and Spanish-
Mexican settlers that first arrived in Texas came
with horses and cattle, kicking off our state’s rich
and deep roots in the livestock industry. This new
livestock led to the rise of ranchers and vaqueros,
or cowboys. After the Civil War, the Southwest
became the hub for cattle drives, large ranches,
and range cowboys which are now pillars of the
celebrated culture we know today.

While overseeing their pastures and driving
cattle, these cowboys earned their spurs learning
how to rope, ride, and wrangle livestock. These
tricks of the trade traveled throughout Texas, and
cowboys showcased these skills at local rodeos.
The word “rodeo” came from a Spanish word
meaning “round up,” an incredibly important
activity where cattlemen gather their cattle to
brand the new calves or move them to new
pastures.

The first official rodeo took place in 1883 in
Pecos, Texas. The Pecos Rodeo began as a compe-
tition for bragging rights between two cowboys
duking it out to see who was the best in Texas.
140 years later, this renown rodeo continues to
this day and attracts some serious competitors.

As more cowboys were crowned rodeo champi-
ons across the Lone Star State and the country, a
unified effort to grab the reins and organize
official competitions began. In 1936, the Profes-
sional Rodeo Cowboys Association established
official rules to formalize the sport nationwide.
By 1948, a determined group of women met in
San Angelo, Texas with a mission to jump into
the ring and create the Girls Rodeo Association,
known now as the Women’s Professional Rodeo
Association. The Association became the United
States’ first women’s sports organization and still
remains as the oldest women’s professional sports
organization in the country. These visionaries
branded themselves as trailblazers for women in
the rodeo arena. Today, the Association is the
only rodeo organization governed entirely by
women and they work year-round to host compet-
itive events across the nation.

No one deserves the grand champion belt
buckle more than Mesquite, Texas. Since Mes-
quite hosts the most rodeos in our state, the
Texas Legislature declared Mesquite the official
rodeo capital of Texas in 1993. For over 60 years,
the Mesquite Championship Rodeo has been
quintessential to the rodeo experience with
numerous events such as saddle bronc riding and
team roping. To date this rodeo has been one of
the most watched on television, with over 8
million households tuning into the events.

Following the trailheads south from Mesquite,
the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo always
rounds up quite a crowd. Previously known as the
Houston Fat Stock Show and Livestock Exposi-
tion, this rodeo began in 1931 at the Texas State
Hotel as a way to grow the area’s cattle industry.
More than 90 years later, this event moved to the
Astrodome, and it now takes place at the neigh-
boring NRG Stadium which was specially built
for rodeo and the NFL. Cowboys and rodeo
enthusiasts of all ages can enjoy the annual kick-
off rodeo parade, trail rides, and concerts from a
variety of music genres. The King of Country,
George Strait, even debuted at the Houston
Rodeo as a newcomer to the country music scene
way back in 1983.

This year, I had the honor to saddle up on a
horse named Cinch and ride in the Houston
Rodeo kick-off parade, as I have frequently done
in the past. Apart from living out my John Wayne
dreams, it is a great chance to visit with Texans
who support this great tradition that marks the
start of the three week-long event thanks to the
help from over 35,000 volunteers. The Houston
Rodeo also awards over $14 million to the bright
minds of student cowboys and cowgirls across our
state, with $1.4 million going towards Texas 4-H
scholarships.

Regardless if you’re competing in the stock
show and rodeo events or just wanting to horse
around, I hope you find a chance to wrangle up
your friends and family and rope them into going
to the local rodeo this year.

My husband, Peter, and I
were traveling in Mexico when
we suddenly found ourselves
without a place to stay.

Over the years, all our accom-
modations while traveling have
been quirky in one way or an-
other, but they have all been
pretty much what we were ex-
pecting, and we’ve never had
any insurmountable problems.

This week, we encountered
insurmountable problems.

When we arrived at the air-
port, the caretaker stood us up.
That was not a good sign. We
found other transportation and,
when we finally found the care-
taker, we were glad he had not
come, as he was in no condition
to drive and the car he would
have driven didn’t look much
better.

Things got worse from there.
We were going to have guests

join us, and the guesthouse was
supposed to have two bath-
rooms. There was just one and
it was filthy, along with the rest
of the house. There were junked
vehicles piled around the prop-
erty, windows were broken, and
everything was covered with a
thick coat of dust.

“We can’t stay here a month!”
I said to Peter.

“We can’t stay here at all!”
Peter answered. I was relieved
we were obviously on the same
page.

“I want to go back to San
Miguel!” Peter said before I had
a chance to.

We had just left San Miguel
de Allende, which we loved. But
finding a place to stay—any-
where—was not going to be easy
with universities on break and
people finally taking vacations.
Then I remembered how helpful
the residents of San Miguel had
been. I asked for help on their
Facebook page.

Literally within minutes, a
man named Jorge said he had a
one-bedroom apartment in a ho-
tel with a fully equipped kitch-
en. “I am the owner,” he said. He
gave the address. It couldn’t
have been in a better location.

“This is going to be expen-
sive,” I thought. “How much for
an extended stay?” I asked.

“30 dollars per day,” he an-
swered. “Housekeeping includ-
ed.”

“Well, that’s not gonna be any
good!” I said to Peter.

“It will give us a place to land
and we can look for something
better,” Peter said.

We hustled out of town, send-
ing a note to the absentee land-
lord in Europe, telling her we
would be pursuing a refund.
“And we’ll get it!” Peter told me,
in a tone that he reserves for the
rare instances when he gets se-
riously angry.

Late that evening we showed
up at “Casa de Los Soles,” which
means “House of the Suns,” and
Jorge was sitting at the front
desk.

“You must be Carrie!” he
said, and I got a very good feel-
ing.

He showed us the immacu-
lately clean apartment. There
was a bedroom with a balcony,
and a rooftop terrace, and a
place for me to write, and a fully
equipped kitchen, and sunshine
pouring into every room.

Best of all, there were suns
everywhere. Smiling ceramic de-
pictions of the sun in every col-
or and style imaginable covered
the three-story-high walls of the
courtyard and the lobby and the
stairs leading to our apartment.
Every brick and stucco wall was
covered in smiling sunny faces.

“How many are there?” I
asked Jorge after he had shown
us the apartment and after I had
almost burst into tears at how
comfortable and clean and
charming it was.

“2,504,” Jorge answered.
“Really!” I said, in amaze-

ment.
“But next week, I will get

more,” he added.
I couldn’t imagine how there

could be room for one more smil-
ing face. But I knew Jorge would
somehow manage to find room
for more.

Till next time,
Carrie
Carrie Classon’s memoir is

called “Blue Yarn.” Learn more
at CarrieClasson.com.

A number of statewide
races are headed for a May
24 runoff after the votes
were tallied in the March 1
primary.

Topping the ballot in the
Republican races is the con-
test for attorney general,
where incumbent Ken Pax-
ton led the field with 42.7%
of votes cast, followed by
George P. Bush, current
land commissioner, who
garnered 22.8%. The re-
mainder of GOP ballots
went to former Supreme
Court justice Eva Guzman
at 17.5% and U.S. Rep.
Louie Gohmert with 17%.

In the Democratic race
for lieutenant governor,
Houston businessman
Mike Collier took 41.5%,
with Carrollton state Rep.
Michelle Beckley getting
30.2%. They will face each
other in the runoff to deter-
mine who will face incum-
b e n t  D a n  P a t r i c k  i n
November. Patrick handily
won the GOP primary with
76.6% of the vote.

In the race to succeed
Bush as land commission-
er, there will be runoffs in
both parties, with State
Sen. Dawn Buckingham, R-
Lakeway, taking 41.8% and
Tim Westley, the historian
for the Texas Republican
party, trailing with 14.8%.
On the Democratic ballot,
Sandragrace Martinez, a
San Antonio licensed pro-
fessional counselor, took
32% while Jay Kleberg, a
conservationist whose fam-
ily owns the storied King
Ranch, trailed with 25.8%.

Two Democrats are vy-
ing to face incumbent
Glenn Hegar in the race for
state comptroller. Janet T.
Dudding, who retired from
Texas A&M to run, led the
field with 46.2%. She will
face Angel Luis Vega, a
business strategist, who
received 34.7% of  the
vote.

GOP incumbent Wayne
Christian, chair of the Tex-
as Railroad Commission,
fell short of gathering a ma-
jority in the primary with
47.2% of the vote. Sarah
Stogner, a Midland attor-
ney who gained attention

by posting a semi-nude vid-
eo of herself on top of an oil
pumpjack, finished second
with 15.1%.

Voters may cast ballots
in a party’s runoff races if
they originally voted in
that party’s primary or
didn’t vote at all. Voters
who cast ballots in the Re-
publican primary can’t
cross over and vote in the
Democratic runoff, and vice
versa. Early voting runs
from May 16-20.

OPERATION LONE STAR
MARKS ONE YEAR

Gov. Greg Abbott, the
Texas Department of Pub-
lic Safety and the Texas
National Guard last week
marked the one-year anni-
versary of Operation Lone
Star, the state’s effort to
“secure the border.” Since
its  launch,  more than
208,000 migrants have
been apprehended, with
11,800 criminal charges
filed.

In the last legislative
session, lawmakers ap-
proved an additional $1.8
billion in state funding,
bringing the total of fund-
ing for border security to $3
billion.

EMERGENCY SNAP
BENEFITS AGAIN
EXTENDED

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture again has ex-
tended emergency food
benefits for eligible Texas
families, with more than
$310 million going to more
than 1.5 million Texas
households for the month of
March. The allotments are

distributed through the
Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program and
administered by the Texas
Health and Human Servic-
es Commission.

“Putting food on the ta-
ble is critical for the health
and well-being of families,
and we’re proud to contin-
ue helping with these most
basic needs,” said Texas
HHS Access and Eligibili-
ty Services Deputy Execu-
tive Commissioner Wayne
Salter. 

Since April 2020, more
than $6.13 billion in emer-
gency food benefits have
been provided through
SNAP. All SNAP house-
holds will receive at least
$95 in emergency allot-
ments by March 31.

NEW WEBSITE HIGHLIGHTS
EARLY CHILDHOOD
SERVICES

A streamlined resource
for Texas parents to get in-
formation about early
childhood services is now
up and running. The new
website,earlychildhood.texas.gov,
serves as a one-stop-shop to
connect Texas parents with
access to a variety of free
or low-cost services and re-
sources.

The website offers infor-
mation and resources for
health and development,
parenting, child care and
education.

FEDERAL COVID-19
FUNDING TOPS $75.6
BILLION

The Legislative Budget
Board reports that the
state received an estimat-
ed $75.6 billion in COVID-
19 federal funding, not
counting funds awarded di-
rectly to individuals and
local entities. The funding
came from a half dozen
pandemic response packag-
es passed by Congress since
March 2020.

The funding provided as-
sistance to Texas public
schools, higher education,
local governments and
health care providers. More
detailed information can be
found at the budget board’s
website: lbb.texas.gov/Cov-
id-19.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e
s t a t e ’ s D i v i s i o n  o f
Workers Compensation
reported more than 78,000
workers’ compensation
claims with 422 fatalities.
More than half of the fatal-
ities involved first respond-
e r s  a n d  c o r r e c t i o n a l
officers.

COVID-19 CASES
CONTINUE TO DROP

The number of COVID-
19 cases continues to drop
across the state,  with
26,520 reported in the past
week by the Coronavirus
Resource Center at Johns
Hopkins University, along
with 936 deaths. The omi-
cron variant continues to
wane, with lab-confirmed
COVID-19 hospitalizations
dropping to 2,838 state-
w i d e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o
the Texas Department of
State Health Services.

OPINION
By U.S. Senator
JOHN CORNYN

✯
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Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2022 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: info@crosbytaxes.com

Maximum Tax Savings

OBITUARIES
✯

✯    M I L E S T O N E S    P A G E    ✯

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Milestone Page Sponsors

Call 713-266-3444 to join to
join sponsorship of this
page. Thank you.

Siding &
Roof Repairs

Mobile Home Skirting
Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

Q: It seems like Bene-
dict Cumberbatch is in
everything these days. I
first noticed his talents
in the “Sherlock” series,
but I’d never heard of
him before then. How
long has he been acting
professionally? — B.B.

A: Benedict Cumber-
batch started out on the
stage in London, which is
no surprise given that he
is the son of two actors,
Wanda Ventham and Tim-
othy Carlton. He’s been
earning screen credits for
the past 20 years, but the
British mystery series
“Sherlock” was his break-
out hit. Before then, he
built up an impressive re-
sume with small roles in
U.S. films like “August:
Osage County,” starring
Meryl Streep, and “12
Years a Slave,” starring
Chiwetel Ejiofor. After
joining the Marvel Uni-
verse as Doctor Strange,
Cumberbatch’s name is
now above the title. He re-

cently reprised the comic-
book role in the blockbust-
er hit “Spider-Man: No
Way Home” and will next
star in “Doctor Strange in
the Multiverse of Mad-
ness.” He’ll also soon learn
if he can add Oscar winner
to his list of accomplish-
ments, as he’s a Best Ac-

tor nominee for his role in
“The Power of the Dog.”
The Academy Awards will
air Sunday, March 27, on
ABC.

Q: When is the new
“Jurassic Park” movie
coming out? I want to
make sure I don’t miss
it on the big screen.

M o v i e s  d o n ’ t
seem to last very
long in theaters
t h e s e  d a y s .  —
B.D.

A :  “ J u r a s s i c
World Dominion” is
expected to pre-
miere in theaters
nationwide on June
10. It will no doubt
be a big hit as it
stars not only Chris
Pratt, but features
the return of char-
acters from the orig-
inal “Jurassic Park”
trilogy — Jeff Gold-
blum, Laura Dern
and Sam Neill. In
the newest install-
ment, humans and
d inos aur s  m us t
learn to co-exist,

and Bryce Dallas Howard
leads the movement as the
founder of the Dinosaur
Protection Group.

Send me your questions
at NewCelebrityExtra
@gmail.com, or write me at
KFWS, 628 Virginia Drive,
Orlando, FL 32803.

Benedict Cumberbatch in
“Sherlock”
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CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED

A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

HELP WANTED

Yard Maintainer
person needed. Part
time or Full time.
Highlands area. Call
281-843-2626

FOR RENT
Rental Units in
Highlands area. 1 to
2 bedroom units.
Starting at $695 all
bills paid. Call 281-
843-2626

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER
JOURNALIST/EDITOR

Position available for journalist or
manager with local newspaper.

Experienced in writing, interviewing,
sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Salary
plus benefits. Send letter of interest

to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com

7 PLOTS AVAILABLE
PRIME LOCATION
STERLING-WHITE

CEMETERY
GARDEN OF HOPE

1 Triple, 1 Double, 2 Single
$1500 Each plus transfer

TEL. 281-380-6735

CEMETERY
PLOTS FOR SALE

CEMETERY
PLOTS FOR SALE

tfn

07-2T

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER MARKETING/
SALES PERSON

Position available for AD SALES
representative. Experience helpful but not
necessary. Possible to work from home.
Suitable for Part Time, or Full Time.
Commission plus. Send letter of interest
to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com or call 713-
252-8000

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

CABLE TV

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

DIRECTV - Every live
football game, every
Sunday - anywhere -
on your favorite
device. Restrictions
apply. Call IVS - 1-
866-712-8312

Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-
blocking gutter
protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 15%
off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-
346-299-9169

SMALL ADS
Bring
BIG

RESULTS
Classified

ADS
713-266-3444

NOTICE OF SALE NOTICE OF SALE NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Chapter 59 of
the Texas Property Code that CROSBY
BOAT, RV & MINI STORAGE, located at 15118A
FM 2100, Crosby Texas 77532, will hold
an online sale from March 28th to April 4th until
10:00 o’clock a.m., at the following link
http://wbauctioncrosby.hibid.com/auction/current
to sell for cash only the contents of Unit A-5  and
Unit B-9, Joetta Stevens in order to satisfy a
Landlord’s Lien.  The property to be sold is
Bicycles, Motorcycle, Furniture, Tools,
Household items and etc.....

11-2T

A PLACE FOR MOM.
The nation’s largest senior
living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local
experts today! Our service
is FREE/no obligation.
CALL 1-855-972-7919

SENIOR HOME
CARE

SENIOR HOME
CARE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE
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Free Flu Vaccines and Immunizations
in March from Harris County Mobile

E N T E R T A I N M E N T

HOUSTONº — During March, Harris Health
System’s Troubleshooters Mobile
Immunization Program is offering free
immunizations for children two-months to
18-years of age and free flu vaccines to
children six-months to 18-years of age.

To receive immunizations, a parent must
be present with the child’s shot record. All
shots will be given based on availability.

Schedule
(All times are 9 a.m.-1 p.m. except when
noted)

•  Tuesday, March 15, Northeast Multi-
Service Center WIC, 9720 Spaulding St.,
Houston, TX 77016
•  Wednesday, March 16, Consulate
General of Mexico, 3200 Rogerdale Rd.,
Houston, TX 77042
•  Thursday, March 17, Alief WIC, 12660
Beechnut St., Houston, TX 77072
•   Friday, March 18, Memorial Assistance

Ministries, 1625 Blalock Rd., Houston, TX
77080, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
•  Monday, March 21, Major Elementary
School, 16855 Sugar Pine Dr., Houston, TX
77090
•  Tuesday, March 22, Steve Radack
Community Center, 18650 Clay Rd.,
Houston, TX 77084, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
•  Wednesday, March 23, Drew Academy,
1910 W. Little York, Houston, TX 77091
•  Thursday, March 24, Hoffman Middle
School, 6101 Little York, Houston, TX 77091
•  Friday, March 25, Woodson K-5, 10720
Southview St., Houston, TX 77047
•   Monday, March 28, Hambrick Middle
School, 4600 Aldine Mail Rd., Houston, TX
77039
•  Tuesday, March 29, Hambrick Middle
School, 4600 Aldine Mail Rd., Houston, TX
77039
•  Wednesday, March 30, Hines-Caldwell
Elementary, 5515 W. Orem Dr., Houston,
TX 77085, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

sions of climate-change-
causing greenhouse gases,
including carbon dioxide,
methane and ethane, by
over 75,000 tons per year.
The settlement is also ex-
pected to reduce emissions
of ozone-forming VOCs by
1,528 tons per year and of
toxic air pollutants, includ-
ing benzene, by 158 tons
per year.

The pollutants ad-
dressed by the settlement
can cause significant harm
to public health. VOCs are
a key component in the for-
mation of smog or ground-
level ozone, a pollutant
that irritates the lungs,
exacerbates diseases such
as asthma, and can in-
crease susceptibility to res-
piratory illnesses, such as
pneumonia and bronchitis.
Chronic exposure to ben-
zene, which EPA classifies
as a carcinogen, can cause
numerous health impacts,
including leukemia and
adverse reproductive ef-
fects in women.

Flares are devices used
to combust waste gases
that would otherwise be
released into the atmo-
sphere during certain in-
dustrial operations.
Well-operated flares
should have high “combus-
tion efficiency,” meaning
they combust nearly all

harmful waste gas constit-
uents, like VOCs and
HAPs, and turn them into
water and carbon dioxide.
The agreement is designed
to improve Chevron Phil-
lips’s flaring practices.
First, it requires the com-
pany to minimize the
amount of waste gas that
is sent to the flares, which
reduces the amount of flar-
ing. Second, the company
must improve the combus-
tion efficiency of its flares
when flaring is necessary.

Chevron Phillips will
take several steps to mini-
mize the waste gas sent to
its flares at each facility. At
the Cedar Bayou facility,
Chevron Phillips will oper-
ate a flare gas recovery
system that recovers and
“recycles” the gases in-
stead of sending them to be
combusted in a flare. The
flare gas recovery system
will allow Chevron Phillips
to reuse these gases as a
fuel at its facilities or a
product for sale. At the
Port Arthur and Sweeny
facilities, Chevron Phillips
will be required to amend
its air quality permits to
limit the flow of gas at se-
lected flares. Chevron Phil-
lips will also create waste
minimization plans for
each facility that may fur-
ther reduce flaring. For

flaring that must occur, the
agreement requires that
Chevron Phillips install
and operate instruments
and monitoring systems to
ensure that the gases sent
to its flares are efficiently
combusted.

Chevron Phillips will
also perform air quality
monitoring that is de-
signed to detect the pres-
ence of benzene at the
fence lines of the three cov-
ered plants. Monitoring re-
sults must be publicly
posted, providing the
neighboring communities
with more information
about their air quality. The
monitoring requirements
also include a trigger for
root cause analysis and
corrective actions if fence
line emissions exceed cer-
tain thresholds. Flare com-
pliance is an ongoing
priority for EPA under its
Creating Clean Air for
Communities National
Compliance Initiative.

The consent decree,
lodged in the Southern
District Court of Texas, is
subject to a 30-day public
comment period and final
court approval. The con-
sent decree will be avail-
able for viewing at https://
www.justice.gov/enrd/con-
sent-decrees.

ChevronPhillips to reduce
air pollution,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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