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Rate. Call the STAR-COURIER
713-266-3444

BIRTHDAYS
Apr 2--Mickey Mann

Tim Engle
Pauline Cutbirth
Levi James Boyd

Apr 3--Randall Henning
Dylan James Lay
Liam Greenwood
Bryan Muldrow
Dot Sheffield
Zac Bowman

Apr 4--Cory Hildebrand
Clydeen Valentine
Denise Hernandez
Robert H. Sparks

Apr 5--Fred Dunks
Apr 6--J.J. Worthen
Apr 7--Jean Oliver

Charlotte Yates
Apr 8--Thomas Earl

Fabian
Marie Engle

Apr 9-- Casie Russell
Damon Lay
Mitchell Thompson

ANNIVERSARIES
Apr 1--Doug & Jackie

Adams
Apr 5- Randy & Rose

Donnell
Apr 9--Robert & Delana

Matthews
Joshua & Kaylee
Bradley

DEATHS
Klaus Joseph Duda, 75,

Crosby
Carolyn Sikora Gerken,

59, Huffman

✯
IN THE
STARS

EVENTS

Crosby Advisory
Council is hosting a
Hippity Hop Easter
Egg Hunt at the
Crosby Community
Center. 9am to
11am, 409 Hare
Road, Crosby. Free
and open to all. Also
crafts, tattoos,
games, and
refreshments. Take
pictures with the
Easter Bunny.

EGG HUNT TIMES:
9:30 children 0-3
10am children 3-6
10:30 children 7-

10

SAT. APR. 9
Crosby Community
Center Easter Egg
Hunt

Crosby United
Methodist Church will
host a Spring Festival.
10am to 3pm.
Everyone welcome.

• Easter Egg Hunt
• Rummage Sale

Apr. 1 and 2 8am-2pm
• Kids games, train

ride, bounce house
• Vendors, sweet

shop, concessions
• Silent Auction
• Plant Sale
• BBQ cook-off &

lunch (presale only)
• Dessert contest
1334 Runneburg Rd,

Crosby
Info 281-328-2616

SAT. APR. 2
Crosby Methodist
Church SWING
INTO SPRING

SUPERINTENDENT
PAULA PATTERSON

Crosby Superintendent’s Message to the community
Hello East Harris Coun-

ty and Crosby ISD fami-
lies,

April is upon us, and
what a Spring semester it
has been for Crosby stu-
dents! Our Cougars are
making their mark from
the stage to the soccer
pitch to fishing hot spots.

In March, the Crosby
High School Bass Club fin-
ished in the top 75 in their
division. Next, they will
compete against other area
and state teams at Region-
als on Lake Travis on Sat-
urday, April  9.  These
anglers battle the ele-
ments with grace and grit.
Congrats to student an-
glers: Hayden Eidson and
Weston Roach; Partner

Curry and Kyle Brown;
Hunter Dickson and Zane
Maturin; Robert Eggert;
Connor Nelson and Bryan
Ibarra; Landon Darjean
and Jessyca Sowell; Brad-
ley and Andrew McArthur;
and Mason Montroy and

Continued. See
Superintendent’s
Message, P. 7

HIGHLANDS ROTARY SUPPORTS UKRAINE RELIEF

Highlands Little League
opens 2022 Season

ROTARY clubs are worldwide, and one of
the strengths of Rotary is their presence
in every country. In UKRAINE, there are
62 Rotary clubs, with over 1200 members.
Here in a pre-war photo from last year,
the KYIV Rotary eClub displays their spirit.

The Highlands Rotary Club has a history
of helping others who are suffering from
disasters, such as floods and hurricanes.
In this case, they voted to send $1000 to
be distributed by a Polish Rotary club, for
relief for refugees from the war in Ukraine.

CROSBY BASS CLUB: These anglers battle the elements with grace and grit. Congrats
to student anglers: Hayden Eidson and Weston Roach; Partner Curry and Kyle
Brown; Hunter Dickson and Zane Maturin; Robert Eggert; Connor Nelson and
Bryan Ibarra; Landon Darjean and Jessyca Sowell; Bradley and Andrew McArthur;
and Mason Montroy and Jaydin Campbell. We will be cheering you on!

Jaydin Campbell. We will
be cheering you on!

CHS Theater Arts stu-
dents recently competed in

Bi-District Competition
with their One Act Play ti-
tled “In Between.” It was
a joy to watch the actors

Queens gather at the Highlands Little
League Opening Ceremony. ABOVE,
A HUGE congratulations to the Minor
2 Astros and our new Highlands Little
League Queen, Helena Muller-
Boudreaux, with last year’s Queen
and Jr. Miss Highlands.

Huffman, Crosby
seasons underway

ABOVE: Miss Highlands Little League Queen 2022 Helena
Muller-Boudreaux rides as the lead car in the HLL Parade
which took place last Saturday, March 19l The parade was
down Main Street, the Opening Ceremonies took place at
Goose Creek Memorial High School, and the games were
played opening day at Kaminski Park on Canal Street.

Highlands celebrated Little
League Opening Day last Satur-
day, March 19 with a big parade on
Main Street. About 40 units took
part, with the Highlands Fire De-
partment equipment leading the
way.

Huffman Little League opening
day was the following weekend,
Saturday March 26. Crosby Pony
League has already opened, on Sat-
urday Feb. 26. Cold weather that
day made the League consider mov-
ing the opening date farther back
next year.

MORE PHOTOS, SEE PAGE 7

OPENING DAY CEREMONIES  AT  GC MEMORIAL  HIGH SCHOOLOPENING DAY CEREMONIES  AT  GC MEMORIAL  HIGH SCHOOLOPENING DAY CEREMONIES  AT  GC MEMORIAL  HIGH SCHOOL
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GOOSE CREEK NEWS

By: Kristyn Hunt Cathey, Director of Communications
Impact Early College High School students have a lot on their plates. Many of

them are balancing academic, social and work lives; all the while earning a college
degree before they cross the stage as high school graduates. But aside from that, they
also give back to their community in a multitude of ways.

Impact students take part in a bi-weekly monthly food bank program for citizens
of Baytown and Highlands. The student-led initiative is in partnership with the Hous-
ton Food Bank. Campus ambassadors run the program from start to finish. From
setting up tables, maintaining the inventory, packing boxes and distributing them to
needy individuals-they do it all.

Abrianna Mullin is one of
many Impact students that is
making a difference in and out
the classroom. The senior was
given a surprise of a lifetime from
KPRC Channel 2 News in Hous-
ton. Mullin was nominated by
her principal, Laura Reyes, for
an award from the tv station. Ma-
riah Gardner, Executive Produc-
er, Planning and Special Events
and a representative from the
award’s sponsor, American Fur-
niture, surprised Abrianna on
campus on March 15th.

Aside from participating with
the food bank, she also participates in several campus clubs, including the Pride Club,
Spanish Club, Student Council, and Environmental Club. She went to State Compe-
tition as a as a member of the Youth and Government Club as well as a part of the
UNICEF committee. She is a member of the district’s PR Squad, is a campus ambas-
sador and sits on the City of Baytown Youth Advisory Commission. She has earned
over 62 service hours and is still earning more. Abrianna’s principal can’t stop sing-
ing her praises. “Abrianna has accomplished so much in her time at IMPACT and has
done it quietly; not drawing attention to herself, and has done all of this while main-
taining her academics to graduate as a top student at IMPACT and Lee College,”
Laura Reyes said. “Challenges she faced in her personal life as a young teenager
didn’t bring her down, but instead inspired her to pursue career as a human rights
lawyer that protects the rights of prisoners and immigrants. She has worked hard
academically, given of her personal time, and displayed true altruism.”

Mullin has been accepted to the prestigious Yale University and will attend in the
fall on a full scholarship.

Early College Students Make a Great IMPACT
in the Community

By: Kristyn Hunt Cathey
Dell Scholars, a scholarship program through the Michael and Susan Dell Founda-

tion, announced its 2022 scholarship winners on March 16th. The program was de-
signed to provide a support system for students as they pursue a degree. Per the Dell
website, nationally, 500 Dell scholars are selected each year to receive a scholarship
plus non-monetary supports.

In October 2021, Goose Creek CISD AVID seniors applied to become Dell
Scholars. In December 2021, the semi-finalists were announced. They included: Inti
Perez, Jackie Ponder, Hunter Vinson, Jacob Gonzalez, Justin Ibarra, Mindy Perez,
and Abigail Villarreal. The students completed seven intense essays and submitted a
well-written letter of recommendation from a Goose Creek Memorial teacher. Cam-
pus counselor, Grant Collier, and Misty Dolgner wrote essays that covered the
strengths of each semi-finalist.

In the end, Jacob Gonzalez, Inti Perez, and Jackie Ponder were selected as 2022
Dell Scholar winners.

WINNERS will receive the following:
*A $20,000 scholarship (available for at least six years). The funds can be used to

pay tuition and fees for undergraduate programs, graduate school, student loan re-
payment, study abroad opportunities and/or internship stipends.

*Personalized support resources that help reduce the academic, financial, and emo-
tional stressors that can make it difficult to complete college

*A laptop with a 4-year warranty
*Chegg credits ($500 annually for four years) to be used for textbook purchases

and rentals and/or textbook solutions.
*Access to the Scholars Resources Network which connects students and their fam-

ilies to resources for stress management, debt management, childcare, etc.
*A teletherapy service that connects students to professional counseling

Goose Creek Memorial AVID Seniors Earn
Coveted Dell Scholars Award

By: Kristyn Hunt Cathey
The Goose Creek CISD Purchasing Department was one of 58 Texas educational

organizations recognized for following best practices in the area of purchasing opera-
tions. The Purchasing Award of Merit recipients were honored at an awards recep-
tion sponsored by BuyBoard Purchasing Cooperative in Grapevine on March 2nd during
the annual Texas Association of School Board Operations conference. This is the fifth
time in a row that the department has received this recognition.

“As Texas school districts face ever-increasing pressure to use funds efficiently,
we’re honored to recognize the work our honorees do to streamline operations, com-
ply with regulations, and set the standard for how to utilize taxpayer dollars,” said
Tracy Ginsburg, TASBO Executive Director. “These organizations have not only dem-
onstrated their professional purchasing operations by documenting their districts’
policies and procedures, but have also shared these best practices with colleagues
throughout the state.”

The Award of Merit was established in 2009 to recognize Texas educational orga-
nizations that are committed to following professional standards in the acquisition of
goods and services.

Five Times is a Charm for the GCCISD Pur-
chasing Department

Photo cutline: (L-R) Phillip Hill, Senior Buyer; Ashley Pogue, P-Card Specialist; Dr.
Joseph Villalba, Jr., Director of Purchasing & Warehouse Operations; and Hilda
Alvarez, Purchasing Specialist, pose proudly with the department’s fifth consecutive
TASBO Purchasing Award of Merit.

Don’t forget we deliver!  $40 or as close as
possible!

HIGHLANDS:  Full Service Restaurant &
Boutique!  10:30-2!  After hours pickup until 4:45
(pre orders only)

CROSBY:  Food Pick Up only & Boutique Shopping!
(2 boutiques in 1) Candide Rose Boutique &
Teapot! 10:30-7 T-Th (pickup until 6:45 pre
orders & extras) 10:30-5 Friday & Saturday!

Place your orders now by sending us a Facebook
pm or by calling 281-426-3670 during business
hours!

Thank you all for your continued support!  I am
amazed & beyond grateful for each and every
order, comment, page share, referral & all the
love!
--Missy Norton

UNIQUE BOUTIQUE SHOPPING AT
BOTH LOCATIONS

THANKS TO THE CHAMBER AND OUR FRIENDS FOR
THE RIBBON CUTTING OF OUR NEW LOCATION IN
CROSBY

NOW AT TWO LOCATIONS:
CROSBY: 15110 FM 2100 Suite 9, Crosby, TX 77532   281-426-3670
HIGHLANDS: 112 Denny St., Highlands TX 77562  281-426-3670

we offer food pickup andwe offer food pickup andwe offer food pickup andwe offer food pickup andwe offer food pickup and
boutique shopping.  Eachboutique shopping.  Eachboutique shopping.  Eachboutique shopping.  Eachboutique shopping.  Each
day we offer our dailyday we offer our dailyday we offer our dailyday we offer our dailyday we offer our daily
special, chicken saladspecial, chicken saladspecial, chicken saladspecial, chicken saladspecial, chicken salad
sandwiches, pimentosandwiches, pimentosandwiches, pimentosandwiches, pimentosandwiches, pimento
cheese sandwiches, Thecheese sandwiches, Thecheese sandwiches, Thecheese sandwiches, Thecheese sandwiches, The
Trainmaster, TheTrainmaster, TheTrainmaster, TheTrainmaster, TheTrainmaster, The
Porter, pot pies, chickenPorter, pot pies, chickenPorter, pot pies, chickenPorter, pot pies, chickenPorter, pot pies, chicken
spaghett i, broccol ispaghett i, broccol ispaghett i, broccol ispaghett i, broccol ispaghett i, broccol i
cheese soup, bakedcheese soup, bakedcheese soup, bakedcheese soup, bakedcheese soup, baked
potato soup and the souppotato soup and the souppotato soup and the souppotato soup and the souppotato soup and the soup
of the week.  Plus-of the week.  Plus-of the week.  Plus-of the week.  Plus-of the week.  Plus-
yummy desserts.yummy desserts.yummy desserts.yummy desserts.yummy desserts.
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ON THE
HILL

Annual CC
Youth Livestock
Show and
Ranch Rodeo
this March
through April.

T h e  p l a n n i n g
c o m m i t t e e s  a n d
Chambers County
staff have been work-
ing feverishly to pre-
pare for the events
associated with the
show and we are
proud to invite you
out to see their hard

work come together.
Chambers County

Youth Livestock Show
and Ranch Rodeo
Pageant

Saturday, March
26, 2022

Ranch Rodeo
Friday, April 10,

2022  |  Cook  Of f ,
Women’s Ranch Ro-
deo

Saturday, April 11,
2 0 2 2  |  C o w b o y
Church, Ranch Rodeo

Sunday, April 12,
2022 | Team Roping

Chambers County
Youth Livestock Show

April 27 through
April 29, 2022

Chambers County
Youth Livestock Auc-
tion

Saturday, March
30, 2022

Looking south, from Channelview toward Deer Park and
Pasadena, this recent view shows the new southbound lanes of
the Sam Houston Parkway Beltway 8 under construction in the
foreground center, and the existing older bridge beyond, which
will be torn down in 2025 to allow the new northbound lanes
to be constructed in its place.

This view looking north from Deer Park shows the base of the
pylons (with stripes) to be removed by “hydro-demolition” and
replaced by a new configuration to provide a safe structure. The
existing bridge is at right above, which will eventually be
removed.

GP/JC CIP MEETING
Progress Report on Ship Channel Bridge

Artists renderings show details
of the new Ship Channel
Bridge design that will carry
Sam Houston Highway 8 over
the ship channel.
ABOVE: Cable stays support
the bridge deck panels,
allowing a clear span of 1350’
width, and 185’ height.
RIGHT: The new roadway will
have 4 lanes in each direction,
plus 10’ wide shoulders and a
shared-use path for bicycles,
pedestrians and other
vehicles. Parking lots at either
end will facilitate that usage.

NORTH CHANNEL –
The GP/JC CIP group
(Community-Industry-
Partnership) met last
Thursday  evening  by
Zoom, to hear industry re-
ports and a progress report
f rom HCTRA (Harr is
County Toll Road Author-
ity) on the construction of
the  new rep lacement
bridge that carries Belt-
way 8 over the ship chan-
nel.

The presentation was
made by John Tyler, HC-
TRA Deputy Director for
Engineering. Using slides,
he detailed the problems
the bridge construction
has faced, and the status
of building the new design.

The original contract for
the bridge was let in 2018
to a consortium of Traylor
Brothers and Zachry Con-
struction, two contractors
with extensive experience
in this type of highway
bridge. The design engi-
neer was FIGG Engineer-
ing. The original contract
was for $962 million dol-
lars, for the bridge and
connecting roads from
Highway 225 to Interstate
10. However, after one of
FIGG’s bridges collapsed
in Florida, an analysis of
this design was ordered,
and determined that it was
flawed and unstable. Work
was halted in August 2019
to allow a redesign.

A new foundation de-
sign was engineered by
COWI engineers, and the
new plans added $291 mil-
lion dollars to the cost, in-
cluding $50mil to demolish
work already in place. This
mainly involved the piers
at the base of the pylons,
which were redesigned
with new reinforcing.

Tyler noted that con-
struction of the new bridge
is the largest single project
in county history. He said
that the cost of the bridge
will be paid for by tolls,
and no tax money or fed-

rently the tolll road au-
thority is financially very
strong, with $1.32 billion
in uncommitted reserves.

The bridge will be built
in two stages, with the
southbound lanes now un-
der construction. When
complete, it will have four
traffic lanes which will
temporarily be converted
to two-way traffic so that
the older bridge next to it
can be demolished. This is
expected to happen by
2025.  After  the older
bridge is gone, the new
northbound lanes will be
constructed in its place,
and be complete by 2028
Tyler said.

The new Beltway 8 con-
figuration will have flatter
grades, only 3 to 4 percent,
and smoother curves going
into the bridge.

Currently 60,000 vehi-
cles a day cross the bridge,
and this is expected to in-
crease to 2 or 3 times the
volume.

A website shows live
c o n s t r u c t i o n :
shipchannelbridge.org.

eral subsidy will be used to
pay for it. The current toll
to cross the existing bridgy
is $1.50, and Tyler said
that HCTRA does not an-
ticipate any increase to
pay for the bridge. Cur-

Friends of the Li-
brary Book Sale

The Friends of the
Jones Public Library
will be hosting a book
sale on April 9th-10th
dur ing  the  Trade
Days. The Friends will
be set up with a booth
located just inside the
Community Center.
The booth wil l  be
open on Saturday
a n d  S u n d a y  f r o m
opening to closing of
the day.

Jones Public Library
801 S Cleveland St
Ste A
Dayton TX  77535

Dayton
Jones
Library
Book Sale

ASK MBTX!
Have a question? Just Ask MBTX! Chat

with us using the “Chat Now” feature at the
bottom of the website or send a text to 855-
281-MBTX (6289) and say “Hello” to get the
conversation started.

Ask MBTX! is your direct connection to
your hometown; anywhere, anytime, at
home, or on the go. When you need to
know, just Ask MBTX

Mont Belvieu
has a new
“Answer Line”
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

Don’t forget your Flu shot!

Sheriff’s Deputy Dies in
Wildfires near Dallas

Patron of
Arts

My landlord, Jorge, is a
patron of the arts.

When I imagine a patron
of the arts, I imagine some
fabulously wealthy person
in the past, supporting the
creation of art in Italy or
New York—someone with
an impossibly luxurious lif-
estyle, maybe with a couple
of designer dogs on diamond
leashes standing at atten-
tion nearby.

None of this sounds much
like Jorge. Jorge runs a
small hotel in San Miguel de
Allende, Mexico, and spends
most days either repotting
plants or greeting custom-
ers.

But I don’t know what
else to call him because, for
more than a week now, he’s
kept three artists working
full-time. They show up with
paints and brushes and they
work all day (except for a
lunch break on the roof).

They started out by mak-
ing more suns. When my
husband, Peter, and I
checked into his hotel, Jorge
had 2,504 smiling sun faces
hanging from every wall of
the courtyard. The artists
made another dozen sun fac-
es, some of which look like
superhero suns, and I as-
sumed that was why they
were here—maybe there
was a goal to hit 3,000 by
year’s end. What do I know?

But the artists never left.
Yesterday, they showed

up with two enormous blank
canvases and set them up in
the courtyard. I was terribly
curious about what they
were up to, but was afraid
figuring that out would re-
quire more Spanish than I
could manage.

I eventually learned that
these canvases were going
into hotel rooms. Depictions
of the town’s skyline, with
the stunning 17th century
gothic church, were being
painted on both and, natu-
rally, there would be a smil-
ing sun in the bright blue
sky. The artists were work-
ing from little photos Jorge
provided, but the photos
were small and fuzzy, in
black and white and, of
course, there were no smiling
suns in the photos.

I think it’s a wonderful
idea. The artists are down in
the courtyard right now and
appear to be having an ex-
cellent time. I see these art-
ists working away and it
touches my heart.

“Where does Jorge get his
money?” Peter wanted to
know.

Peter worries that we are
not paying Jorge enough
and when the eight-room
hotel is not full, Peter frets
that Jorge will go out of
business. But Jorge has
been doing this a long time,
so I tell Peter not to worry.

I was walking through
the artisan market, as I do
almost every day, when I
saw a hand-painted T-shirt
that I loved. I told the young
woman running the shop
that I loved it, but it was too
big.

“Eduardo could make you
a smaller one,” she told me
in Spanish.

“Eduardo?” She pointed
to the T-shirt. At the corner
of the artwork, there was a
signature. It said, “Ed.”

“Oh! Does Eduardo paint
all the clothing here?”

“Yes!” The young woman
said enthusiastically. “Edu-
ardo… or his mother.”

That sealed it. I had to
have a T-shirt now that I
knew it would be personal-
ly painted by Eduardo… or
his nameless mother. In a
world where so much of
what I experience and own
is so much the same, it’s
wonderful to know there are
artists out there, making
beautiful things one at a
time.

My T-shirt was finished
four days later and I’ve been
wearing it nearly nonstop. I
don’t think this makes me a
patron of the arts, certainly
not on Jorge’s level, but it
thrills me to know I have a
shirt that is exactly like no
other and that I provided a
little work for Eduardo… or
his mother.

Till next time,
Carrie
Carrie Classon’s memoir

is called “Blue Yarn.” Learn
more at CarrieClasson.com.

An Eastland County
sheriff ’s deputy died
Thursday as wildfires
swept through several
small Texas communities
west of Dallas, destroying
at least 50 homes and
charring more than 54,000
acres as of Sunday.

Deputy Sgt. Barbara
Fenley died while going
door to door warning peo-
ple to flee, according to
the Austin American-
Statesman.

Sgt. Fenley ran off a
smoke-covered road and
was engulfed in the fire,
the sheriff said.

Several wildfires
merged to form what is
now known as the East-
land Complex fire. The
blaze started last Thurs-
day afternoon and in less
than three hours de-
stroyed 86 houses in Car-
bon, a town of just 272
residents in Eastland
County, about 120 miles
west of Dallas.

Gov. Greg Abbott issued
a disaster declaration for
11 counties in response to
the wildfires.

“I commend the hard
work and selfless acts of
thousands of first re-
sponders and firefighters
who are risking their own
lives to protect our com-
munities,” Abbott said. “I
also ask Texans to join me
in praying for those who
have been affected by
these wildfires, including
Eastland County Deputy
Barbara Fenley, who was
tragically killed while try-
ing to save lives.”

TWO DOZEN TEACHERS
ADDED TO TASK FORCE

The Texas Education
Agency has added two
dozen teachers to its re-
cently formed Teacher Va-
cancy Task Force. TEA
faced criticism when the
original 28-member panel
only contained two teach-
ers, with high-level ad-
ministrators making up
the rest.

The task force was
formed at the behest of
Abbott in response to a
growing shortage of teach-
ers across the state. Its
goal is to “better under-

stand the significant staff-
ing challenges facing Tex-
as public schools and to
make comprehensive rec-
ommendations to address
these issues,” according to
TEA.

Josue Torres of Forney,
an elementary school
math teacher from Dallas
ISD, will serve as chair of
the task force.

“The reason I got into
education is because I be-
lieve that a student’s zip
code shouldn’t determine
his or her fate,” Torres
said. “This task force has
the ability to recommend
the needed changes and
innovative solutions nec-
essary to ensure all Texas
students have access to
the high-quality educators
they deserve.”

2021 SECOND-DEADLIEST
YEAR ON TEXAS ROADS

Traffic fatalities in the
state were up 15% last
year, making 2021 the sec-
ond-deadliest year on Tex-
as roads with 4,480 people
killed — the highest total
since 1981, according to
the Texas Department of
Transportation.

Commissioner Laura
Ryan pointed out that
roadway safety is a shared
responsibility between the
public, engineers and law
enforcement.

In 2021, 1,522 people
died because of speed-re-
lated causes, and 1,219
were killed because they
were not wearing seat
belts, Ryan said.

“Driver behavior is one
of the causes but also one

of the most important so-
lutions,” she said.

With increased focus on
engineering, enforcement
and on the critical role
drivers play in road safe-
ty, Ryan and TxDOT lead-
ers believe the state can
end the streak of daily
deaths on Texas
roadways.#EndTheStreakTXis
a broad social media and
word-of-mouth effort that
encourages drivers to
make safer choices while
behind the wheel, such as
wearing a seat belt, driv-
ing the speed limit, never
texting and driving, and
never driving under the
influence of alcohol or oth-
er drugs.

The last deathless day
on Texas roadways was
more than 21 years ago —
Nov. 7, 2000.

NOMINATIONS SOUGHT
FOR HEROES FOR
CHILDREN AWARD

Thousands of Texas vol-
unteer at the state’s pub-
lic schools, and the State
Board of Education would
like to recognize some of
them with a Heroes for
Children Award. Any Tex-
as resident who contrib-
utes time, service or
support to public schools
and student can be nomi-
nated. School employees
or elected officials are not
eligible.

One recipient will be
chosen for each of the 15
SBOE districts in the
state. Award recipients
will be recognized at the
board’s September meet-
ing. The deadline for nom-
inations is July
15. Additional informa-
tion and access to the
nomination form can be
found at https://
t e a . t e x a s . g o v /
Heroes_for_Children.aspx .

COVID-19 CASES STILL
DROPPING

The number of new
COVID-19 cases dropped
once again to 18,744 in the
past week, according to
the Coronavirus Resource
Center at Johns Hopkins
University, with 418
deaths recorded. Two
months ago, largely as a
result of the omicron vari-
ant, 440,341 cases were
reported along with 2,311
deaths.

The number of lab-con-
firmed COVID-19 hospi-
talizations also dropped to
1,605, according to
the Texas Department of
State Health Services,
down 20% from the previ-
ous week.

DSHS reports 17.373
million Texans are fully
vaccinated, which is 59.6%
of the total population. In
addition, 6.429 million of
the state’s residents have
received a booster dose.

Gary Borders is a veter-
an award-winning Texas
journalist. He published a
number of community
newspapers in Texas dur-
ing a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches
and Cedar Park.
Email:gborders@texaspress.com.

We celebrate the anniversary of the first
COVID-19 vaccines this winter—and progress in
controlling the virus. With vaccines readily
available and recommended for everyone age 5
years and older, more people are traveling and
returning to school and work.

While we welcome the return of more human
connection, one unwelcome consequence is an
increase in influenza activity.  With COVID-19
prevention measures in place, the 2020–21
influenza season was marked by historically low
influenza virus circulation.  However, influenza
activity is on the rebound for 2021–22.  With the
return of influenza comes both mild and severe
illness in all ages, including infants, pregnant
people, older adults, and people with chronic
health conditions.

Influenza vaccines are readily available.
However, vaccination rates for influenza and
other routinely recommended vaccines have
dropped substantially compared to last year and
the year before. Lower vaccination rates for
influenza with widespread circulation of influen-
za viruses could increase the magnitude of the
wave of sick people requiring virus testing,
outpatient visits, lost school time, and hospital-
izations, further taxing our healthcare workers
and causing unnecessary illness and suffering.

For many reasons, including the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, we are seeing a decline in
influenza vaccination rates to date in all age
groups and pregnant people.  Comparing the
week ending November 27, 2021, with the same
time last season, vaccination rates are 7 percent-
age points lower for all children this season, 14
percentage points lower for pregnant persons,
and 17 percentage points lower in the Medicare
fee-for-service >65 population. And fewer people
have been vaccinated at their pharmacy or
doctor’s offices compared to this time last year.
Not surprisingly, the numbers are even lower for
children and adults in racial and ethnic minority
communities.

We must act quickly to turn this around.

While influenza disease burden is low right
now, we’re seeing outbreaks return, mostly in
southern states and on college campuses. Now is
the time to vaccinate.  While influenza most often
peaks in February, influenza can spread very
quickly once transmission starts in an institution
or community setting.

The burden of influenza is not to be taken
lightly. While it varies widely each year, the CDC
estimates that in the last decade, each influenza
season has resulted in anywhere from 9 to 41
million illnesses, 140,000 to 710,000 hospitaliza-
tions, and 12,000 to 52,000 deaths. The average
annual total economic burden due to influenza is
estimated to be $11.2 billion.

Healthcare providers’ reminders and recom-
mendations are key to improving uptake of
vaccines, including influenza.  Recent surveys
from the National Foundation for Infectious
Disease show that less than half of adults with a
chronic condition report having received an
influenza vaccine as of early November.  Addi-
tionally, less than a third of healthcare providers
say they recommend annual influenza vaccines to
all of their patients with chronic health condi-
tions.

With many people focused on getting COVID-
19 vaccine boosters for themselves or COVID-19
vaccine primary series for their children, influen-
za vaccination must be on the to-do list as well.

Influenza and COVID-19 vaccines may be
given at the same time, a practice that CDC has
advised is both safe and effective.  Co-administer-
ing vaccines is key to helping patients get caught
up on needed vaccines efficiently while reducing
unnecessary visits.

Time is of the essence. Vaccinate now, before
the wave of influenza season begins its seasonal
surge.

OPINION
✯

By Dr. L. T. Tan, Ph.D
Immunization Action Coalition



Star ✯ Courier / Press / North Channel STAR Page 5THURSDAY, MARCH 31, 2022

Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2022 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: info@crosbytaxes.com

Maximum Tax Savings

✯    M I L E S T O N E S    P A G E    ✯

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Milestones Page Sponsors

Call 713-266-3444 to join to
join sponsorship of this
page. Thank you.

Siding &
Roof Repairs

Mobile Home Skirting
Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

Houston watches, worries
for Griner in Russian jail

Brittney Griner, all-star
WNBA basketball center,
continues to be held in a
Russian jail, after her ar-
rest on Feb. 17 at Sher-
emetyevo airport near
Moscow. Russian authori-
ties charged her with pos-
sessing vape cartridges
with hashish oil, an illegal
drug. Reports say that her
trial has been set for May
19.

Griner is well known in
the Houston area, having
played during her school
years for Nimitz High, and
later for Baylor Universi-
ty. She is considered by
many as the best basket-
ball player in the WNBA,
where she currently plays
for the Phoenix Mercury.
Griner is a 7 time WNBA
All-Star center, and a 2
time Olympic Gold Medal-
ist. During the off-season,
she has been playing in
Russia for the UMMC
Ekaterinburg team, since
2014.

Friends and former
teammates in the Aldine
area have expressed con-

Griner in Russian Jail

cern about her well-being
while held in a Russian
jail. Reportedly she has
had limited contact with
American officials, mostly
through her  attorney
team. Observers feel that
the current situation in

Ukraine may make her ar-
rest and incarceration
more difficult, and have
pressed the U.S. govern-
ment to take a more active
role in her case.

The arrest of this high
profile professional athlete
has attracted national at-
tention from media and of-
ficials. Recently her high
school coach, Nimitz girls
basketball coach Debbie
Jackson, was interviewed
on ABC network for her
recollections and career
information about Griner.
Others, such as Congress-
woman Sheila Jackson
Lee, have spoken out for
our government to more
strongly intervene on Gri-
ner’s behalf.

EDITOR’S NOTE: If
you would like to share
your recollections or sto-
r ies  or  wel l -wishes
about Griner, you can
send them to this news-
p a p e r  a t
nenewsroom@aol.com
and we will publish a
select few for our read-
ers and Griner’s friends.

OBITUARIES
✯
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CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED

A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

HELP WANTED

Yard Maintainer
person needed. Part
time or Full time.
Highlands area. Call
281-843-2626

FOR RENT
Rental Units in
Highlands area. 1 to
2 bedroom units.
Starting at $695 all
bills paid. Call 281-
843-2626

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER
JOURNALIST/EDITOR

Position available for journalist or
manager with local newspaper.

Experienced in writing, interviewing,
sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Salary
plus benefits. Send letter of interest

to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com

7 PLOTS AVAILABLE
PRIME LOCATION
STERLING-WHITE

CEMETERY
GARDEN OF HOPE

1 Triple, 1 Double, 2 Single
$1500 Each plus transfer

TEL. 281-380-6735

CEMETERY
PLOTS FOR SALE

CEMETERY
PLOTS FOR SALE

tfn

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER MARKETING/
SALES PERSON

Position available for AD SALES
representative. Experience helpful but not
necessary. Possible to work from home.
Suitable for Part Time, or Full Time.
Commission plus. Send letter of interest
to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com or call 713-
252-8000

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

CABLE TV

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

DIRECTV - Every live
football game, every
Sunday - anywhere -
on your favorite
device. Restrictions
apply. Call IVS - 1-
866-712-8312

Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-
blocking gutter
protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 15%
off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-
346-299-9169

SMALL ADS
Bring
BIG

RESULTS
Classified

ADS
713-266-3444

NOTICE OF SALE NOTICE OF SALE NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Chapter 59 of
the Texas Property Code that CROSBY
BOAT, RV & MINI STORAGE, located at 15118A
FM 2100, Crosby Texas 77532, will hold
an online sale from March 28th to April 4th until
10:00 o’clock a.m., at the following link
http://wbauctioncrosby.hibid.com/auction/current
to sell for cash only the contents of Unit A-5  and
Unit B-9, Joetta Stevens in order to satisfy a
Landlord’s Lien.  The property to be sold is
Bicycles, Motorcycle, Furniture, Tools,
Household items and etc.....

11-2T

HUGE
RUMMAGE SALE
at Crosby United Methodist
Church! Sponsored by the
Searchers. From 8am to
2pm April 1st and 2nd. Lots
of everything! Everyone is
welcome!  1334 Runneburg
Road -- Crosby

GARAGE SALE GARAGE SALE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Crosby Kindergarten Center

805 Runneburg Crosby Tx, 77532

Pre-K and Kindergarten New Student On-Line

Registration

will begin April 4, 2022 !

Please call 281-328-9370 if you have any questions or

Visit our website crosbyisd.org

ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE COMPLETED ONLINE!

12-2t

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that Original Letters
Testamentary for Docket No. 500965;
Estate of GISELA H. GAEKE Deceased;
In Probate Court No. 2 of Harris County,
Texas, were issued on MARCH 3, 2022.

JOHNNY O. GAEKE

The residence address of the
administrator is in Harris County, Texas.
The mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 E. Wallisville Road

Highlands, TX 77562

All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present them
within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.
Dated this MARCH 28, 2022.

by   WESTON COTTEN
    Attorney for the Estate

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE
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and tech team work seam-
lessly together to deliver
an emotional journey for
the audience. I was very
impressed with the play
from the exceptional acting
to the subtle changes in
lighting and props. The-
ater arts takes discipline
and countless hours of
work. Thank you to the
theater parents, teachers
and sponsors for their be-
hind-the-scenes sacrifices.

The CHS Boys’  and
Girls’ soccer teams ended
the month in playoff bat-
tles. Both seasons were fun
to follow and, while they
lost the playoff matches,
the teams made plenty of
memories. We are so proud
of you and we thank the
student-athletes, parents,
and coaches for their dedi-
cation.

On March 25, dozens of
Houston-area businesses
attended the Career Day
sponsored by the Next Lev-
el Center at Crosby High
School. 86 representatives
from various industries
spent the  day speaking to
students and answering
questions about future ca-
reers. Of those 86, more
than 10 were graduates of
Crosby High School! They
are paying it forward by
sharing their success with
our students and encour-
aging them to dream big.

The Crosby ISD Board
of Trustees recently wel-
comed new Trustee, Ms.
Karen Thomas. Ms. Tho-
mas has an educator’s
heart.  She previously
taught math at Crosby
Middle School and coached
freshmen volleyball at
Crosby High School. Now,
she is active in the Barrett
Station community, where

she is currently the Direc-
tor of the Barrett Station/
Riley Chamber Communi-
ty Centers, with Harris
County Precinct 3. The
Board appointed Ms. Tho-
mas to fill the vacancy in
District 1. We welcome Ms.
Thomas, and thank her for
her further commitment to
the students and staff of
Crosby ISD.

On April 8, I will mark
one year as Superinten-
dent of Schools. This last
year has been rewarding to
see our team achieve great
things day after day for
students. This semester,
we have been celebrating
our staff with monthly
Staff Appreciation events.
March featured extended
lunches and meals on us.
It was great to see District
Administrators covering
cafeteria and classroom
duties at each campus so
teachers could have extra
time to relax or enjoy a pic-
nic outside. The staff sur-
prises are not over. April
will bring more fun!

Also this Spring, we’ll
celebrate more than a doz-
en teachers, staff, and ad-
ministrators  who are
retiring. Some of these
dedicated employees have
spent their entire profes-
sional lives working for
Crosby ISD. Commitment
to students is what this
District is all about, and
we can’t wait to honor
those who helped shape
the next generations. Some
of their students grew up
to become employees of
Crosby ISD themselves,
and there’s nothing that
speaks more highly to our
mutual success than that.

This is Now! Go Coogs!

Crosby
Superintendent’s
Message
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Highlands Little League
opens 2022 Season
Scenes from the Opening Day Parade and Ceremonies

PHOTOS COURTESY
OF THE HIGHLANDS
LITTLE LEAGUE
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