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Crosby/Huffman
Chamber of Commerce
holds their 30th Annual
Tees-N-Tails Golf
Tournament on
Thursday, April 28. The
tournament will be
held at Stonebridge at
Newport, 16401
Country Club Drive,
Crosby.

8:30am registrtion,
9:00am breakfast,
10:00am shotgun start.

Early bird by April
22, $75 without
games, $100 with
games. Call 281-328-
6984 or
chamber@crosbyhuffmancc.org.

THU. APR. 28
Crosby Chamber
Tees-N-Tails Golf
Tournament

BIRTHDAYS
Apr 20--April McClelland
Apr 22--Robert McDow-

ell
Apr 23--Paul Bauer
Apr 24--Casey Gower

Amanda Leath
Lacy Maness
Kaitlyn Kaly

Apr 25--Colton Cutbirth
Apr 26--Lyndsey West
Apr 27--Kitty Elkins
April28–Ms. Chrislee

Stephens
Apr 29--Becky Gomez

Jason Maness
Apr 30--Jeramy Bimage

Jennifer Ward

ANNIVERSARIES
Apr 19--Vance & Cecilia

Banik
Apr 23--Jerry & Jeanette

Thompson
Apr 28--Dan & Margie

Nicholson
Mike & Tanya
Williams

Sales Tax Holiday April 23-
25 for Emergency supplies

(AUSTIN) — As we en-
ter severe weather season,
Texas Comptroller Glenn
Hegar reminds Texans
they can purchase certain
items tax-free during the
state’s sales tax holiday for
emergency preparation
supplies, which begins at
12:01 a.m. on Saturday,
April 23, and ends at mid-
night on Monday, April 25.

“Whether it ’s  f ires,
freezing temperatures or
tornadoes, severe weather
conditions can strike at
any time, so it is important
that families, homes and
businesses have the sup-
plies they need to face

these and other emergencies,” Hegar said.
“This tax holiday can help Texans save
money while stocking up for emergency
situations.”

The Comptroller’s office estimates
shoppers will save more than $1.5 million
in state and local sales taxes during the
tax holiday, which was approved by the
Texas Legislature in 2015.

There’s no limit on the number of qual-
ifying items you can purchase. These in-
clude:

-- household batteries, fuel containers
and flashlights priced at less than $75;

-- hurricane shutters and emergency
ladders priced at less than $300;

-- portable generators priced at less

Continued. See Sales Tax Holiday,
Page 2

ANOTHER DELAY REQUESTED
FOR WASTE PITS, EPA SAYS NO

Crosby ISD recognized for
Education Excellence

Crosby ISD  announces that the Dis-
trict has been recognized as a Semi-Final-
ist for the 2022 H-E-B Excellence in
Education Awards. Crosby ISD was one
of 25 Districts across the state to be hon-
ored as a Semi-Finalist in the School Dis-
trict category. 8 Districts were announced
as finalists in January.

From the nomination to the submission
process, H-E-B, has been generous with
time and support for Crosby ISD. We
greatly appreciate H-E-B’s award of $1000
that will be used to support our students
and staff. The H-E-B Excellence in Edu-
cation Awards are the largest monetary
awards program for educators in Texas.

H-E-B also generously supports Cros-
by ISD’s Cougar Excellence awards. Each
month, seven students are honored, be-

cause they exemplify our
values and serve as out-
standing role models for
their classmates. Each stu-
dent receives a generous
gift card from H-E-B as
part of their recognition
packet.

Crosby ISD serves the
needs of more than 6500
children in the communi-
ties of Crosby and Barrett
Station in East Harris
County, Texas. Our mis-
sion is to produce literate,
responsible citizens capa-
ble of learning and apply-
ing academic and social
skills successfully in any
life setting. For more infor-
mation, visit crosbyisd.org

Named H-E-B Semi-Finalist

Two die in another train/car collision

HARRIS COUNTY – Two peo-
ple died after a train reportedly
slammed into a car in northeast
Harris County Saturday evening.

According to officials from the
Harris County Sheriff’s Office,
the crash occurred in the 12900
block of Beaumont Highway and
Van Hut Lane around 8 p.m.

Sheriff Ed Gonzalez said in a
news conference that a Chrysler
300 attempted to cut around the
railroad crossing arms, when an
Amtrak passenger train collided
with the vehicle.

The vehicle was then engulfed
in flames, according to Gonzalez.

Deputies said two people were
ejected from the vehicle. Both

died at the scene.
Witnesses told deputies that the arms were down at the time of the crash,

and the vehicle tried to beat the train.

The Amtrak train had three
cars and 81 passengers. The
train had minor damage in the
front, according to Sheriff
Gonzalez.

No injuries were reported to
any of the passengers or crew
members onboard.

Amtrak issued the fullowing
statement:

“On April 16, Amtrak train
1 was traveling from New Or-
leans to Los Angeles when an
occupied vehicle obstructing the
track came into contact with
the train about 12 miles from
Houston Station. There have
been no reported injuries to the
81 passengers or crew onboard.
Amtrak is working with local
law enforcement to investigate
the incident.”

Vehicle drove around
crossing gates

Amtrak passenger train stopped on tracks near Old Beaumont Highway
and Van Hut Lane, Saturday night after hitting a car attempting to cross
the tracks. Despite damage to the entine, the train later continued
westbound to Los Angeles.

Consultant deems Remediation Plan “unworkable”

At a press conference last week, on the banks of the
San Jacinto River, Activist Jackie Medcalf calls for no
delays requested by the Responsible parties. (THEA photo)

A current map of the Waste Pits shows the conflict
between the I-10 right-of-way for a  new bridge, and
the need for access for Waste Pits remediation.

Continued. See SJR
Waste Pits delay, P. 7

By Gilbert Hoffman

EAST HARRIS COUN-
TY – The Responsible Par-
ties who are supposed to be
working on the plan to re-
move toxic dioxin from the
Waste Pits in the San Ja-
cinto River, have instead
sent a letter to the EPA
(Environmental Protection
Agency) asking for a delay
in the schedule, because
they state that the current
removal methods they had
agreed to are unworkable,
or “not implementable.”

Citing new information
they are asking for a re-
vised ROD (Record of De-
cision) which tells them
how to clean up the site.

At a press conference
last week, on the banks of
the San Jacinto River near
the Waste Pits, activist

Jackie Medcalf called for
no delay, saying the pro-
cess has taken too long,
and the objections now are
simply “smoke and mir-
rors” in an attempt by the
Responsible Parities to

avoid or minimize the re-
mediation work.

In their letter of March
24, the Responsbile Parties
state that their engineer-
ing consultants have deter-
mined that there is more

material to be removed
than originally known, by
a 50% increase, and that
the excavation depth will
need to be deeper, by a 62%
increase to as much as 28
feet in some places. Other

factors they say make the
work too complex and un-
safe are the proposed con-
struction of a new I-10
bridge, and the possible

LIVE AUCTION!
DeMarco Auctions LLC
will hold an Estate Sale
on Sunday, May 1 at
1:00pm at the
American Legion Hall,
14890 FM 2100,
Crosby, TX. Collectibles,
Oil & Gas, Crystal, Fine
China, Jewelry. Col.
Diane DeMarco,
License #18255. See
details, Page 7.

SUN. MAY 1
Estate Sale
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GOOSE CREEK NEWS

By: Kristyn Hunt Cathey
Hopper Elementary School held

their science fair on April 4th. Kin-
dergarten and first grade students
were tasked with creating projects
they could work on at home with
their parents. The students were
given a range of topics to base their
projects on including: life science,
earth and space science, engineer-
ing, and chemistry. The innovative
experiments investigated a prob-
lem or demonstrated how some-
th ing  works .  The  parenta l
involvement project was designed
to develop the skills and attitudes
students need to make the project
a valuable experience.

Kevin Wrobleski, Associate Di-
rector of Science and High School
Health, was amazed at the work
the students submitted. “It was
very hard to choose just three for
each grade,” he said. “They all
were outstanding and the students
will make great scientists some
day!”

Hopper Students Take Science to Another Level

A few students with projects in the Science fair at BP Hopper, from left Luke
Mitchell, Lyla Aguero, Naizak Al-khayat.

Naizak Al-khayat with his project.

Luke Mitchell, explaining his projects to the judges Kevin Wrobleski,
Associate Director for Science & Health and Emilie Olivier, High School
Science Specialist.

Lyla Aguero standing in front of her project.
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HILL

Annual CC
Youth Livestock
Show and
Ranch Rodeo
this March
through April.

T h e  p l a n n i n g
c o m m i t t e e s  a n d
Chambers County
staff have been work-
ing feverishly to pre-
pare for the events
associated with the
show and we are
proud to invite you
out to see their hard

work come together.
Chambers County

Youth Livestock Show
and Ranch Rodeo
Pageant

Saturday, March
26, 2022

Ranch Rodeo
Friday, April 10,

2022  |  Cook  Of f ,
Women’s Ranch Ro-
deo

Saturday, April 11,
2 0 2 2  |  C o w b o y
Church, Ranch Rodeo

Sunday, April 12,
2022 | Team Roping

Chambers County
Youth Livestock Show

April 27 through
April 29, 2022

Chambers County
Youth Livestock Auc-
tion

Saturday, March
30, 2022

Chambers County Public
Health will be offering several
COVID-19 vaccine clinics in
the coming weeks at no cost
to the public. Please visit
bit.ly/chamberscovaccines to
register for an appointment.
Appointments are required.

First, second, third and
booster doses of vaccine will
be available at each clinic.

For reference, please see
the below distinction
between booster and third
doses:

— Third doses are
available in the Moderna and
Pfizer vaccine only for
persons who are
immunocompromised

— Booster doses are
available only in the Pfizer
vaccine and are
recommended for:

• People aged 65 years
and older

• Residents aged 18 years
and older in long-term care
settings

• People aged 50 to 64
years with underlying
medical conditions

— Booster doses of the
Pfizer vaccine are also
available for:

• People aged 18 to 49
years with underlying
medical conditions

• People aged 18 to 64
years with an increased for
risk for COVID-19 exposure
and transmission

If you have questions
regarding vaccines or your
eligibility, please call
Chambers County Public
Health at 409-267-2931 or
email
vaccines@chamberstx.gov.

COVID-19 Shots
available in
Chambers County

Lee College Debaters Make an
IMPACT at National Tournament

Abilene Christian Uni-
versity hosted the 2022 In-
ternational Public Debate
Association (IPDA) Na-
t i ona l  Championsh ip
Tournament & Convention
April 7-11th.  Lee College
finished as both the 2021/
2022 IPDA Season Long
C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e
Champions and the 2022
IPDA National Champion-
ship Tournament Commu-
nity College Champions.
Lee College debaters also
finished in fourth overall
place in the Founders’ Cup
Sweepstakes against the
field of 45 universities and
community colleges includ-
ing Southern Methodist
University (TX), Universi-
ty of Florida (FL), Univer-
sity of Tennessee (TN),
University of Arkansas
(AR), Mississippi State
University (MS), Georgia
Tech University (GA), Boi-
se State University (ID),
and University of Califor-
nia – San Diego (CA).

Lee College’s success is
even more impressive as
half of the competition
squad is comprised of stu-
dents in the Goose Creek
CISD’s IMPACT Early
College High School .
Team Captain ,  Adam
Kinder, capped off a re-

markable career at Lee
College with season-long
n a t i o n a l a w a r d s
including third place in
V a r s i t y D e b a t e
Speaking, third place in
T e a m D e b a t e
Speaking, eighth place in
Varsity Debate, and sixth
placeinTeam Debate along
with teammate Andrew
Jones.  Kinder also fin-
ished as a National Cham-
pionship Tournament
Varsity Quarterfinalist at
this year’s championship
tournament.  Team Co-
Captain-Elect, Rebecca

Currie ,was named the
2021/2022 sixth place in
Novice Debate and was
a National Championship
T o u r n a m e n t  N o v i c e
Quarter f ina l i s t . The
team’s other Co-Captain-
Elect, Diego Moreno, was
a National Championship
Tournament Novice Tri-
ple-Octofinalist, while
graduating sophomore,
L i n l e y  B r o w n ,  w a s
a National Championship
T o u r n a m e n t  N o v i c e
Quarterfinalist. Moreno
and Brown also finished
as National Championship

Tournament Team Debate
Double-Octofinalists. Lee
College alumni Pamela
Johnson and Jerry McCau-
ley also finished as

Professional Division
Quarterfinalists.

For  the  2021/2022
IPDA Season, Lee College
also placed as the 10th
p l a c e  F o u n d e r s ’  C u p
Sweepstakes, fourth place
i n  t h e  N o v i c e  S q u a d
Sweepstakes, sixth place
in the Professional Squad
S w e e p s t a k e s , a n d
eighth place in the Team
Debate Sweepstakes.

IMPACT Early College High School students that participated with the Lee College
debate team pose proudly with their 2021/2022 IPDA Season Long Community
College Champions and 2022 IPDA National Championship Tournament
Community College Champions award.

“This is probably my
proudest moment in colle-
giate debate,” noted Co-
lumbia University-bound
Adam Kinder.  “Despite
having some of the young-
est debaters in the nation,
we were able to prove to
the nearly two-hundred
programs nationwide that
community colleges can
stand toe to toe with any-
one in this country.”

The 2021/2022 Lee Col-
lege National Champion-
ship Tournament Team
consists of Jovani Arell-
ano, Linley Brown,Aaliyah
C a s t r o , R e b e c c a
C u r r i e , P r i s c i l l a
G u e r r a , L i l l y
Gutierrez, Emma Jaramil-
lo, Pamela Johnson, An-
d r e w  J o n e s , O r n e l l a
J o s e p h , R i y a n n a
Kennedy, Adam Kinder,
Cassie Kutev, Julio Mar-
tinez, Jerry McCauley,
David McDowell, Diego
M o r e n o , N a t h a n
M u s t a p h a , E l i a s
Perry, Carlos Reyes, Luis
Torres, Kimberly Truong,
and Ty Young.  They were
coached by Director of Fo-
rensics, Joe Ganakos, and
Assistant Coach, Rigo
Ruiz, and assisted by vol-
unteer coach, Leah Spark-
man.

Chambers County Sher-
iff’s Office

On April 13, 2022, at
approximately 8:35 p.m.
Chambers County Sheriff’s
Office Dispatch advised
that a caller had witnessed
a vehicle occupied by an
u n k n o w n  n u m b e r  o f
males, attempted to steal
a catalytic converter off of
a vehicle in the parking lot
of ShowBiz Cinemas at 146
in Mont Belvieu, Texas.
The caller provided an ac-
curate vehicle description
and license plate and indi-
cated that the vehicle went
eastbound on the Inter-
state.

A Chambers County
Deputy located a vehicle
matching the description
driving through the HEB
parking lot at approxi-
mately 8:45 p.m.

The Deputy detained

the vehicle with the assis-
tance of the Mont Belvieu
Police Department, Texas
Department of Public Safe-
ty and additional Cham-
bers County Sheri f f ’ s
Office deputies.

Three adult individuals
and one juvenile were de-
tained while a search of
the suspect vehicle was
conducted.

During the search, dep-
uties recovered two sawza-
lls, 14 additional metal
blades concealed in the
seat back pocket of the
driver’s seat, 1.1 ounces of
marijuana concealed in the
trunk of the vehicle, and a
Taurus 9MM handgun un-
der the front passenger
seat.

The 3 adult male sub-
jects: Jeremiah Diaz of
Conroe, Dedrick Livings of
Houston, and Justin Jo-

seph of Houston, were tak-
en into custody for Unlaw-
f u l  U s e  o f  C r i m i n a l
Instrument, Unlawful
Carry of a Weapon, Posses-
sion of Marijuana <2oz,
and Failure to Identify.
The juvenile subject was
charged and released to
family members.

During the investiga-
tion, Deputies discovered
the vehicle was involved in
similar thefts as well as a
vehicular pursuit in East
Harris County.

All information was for-
warded to Harris County
Sheriff’s Office for possible
additional charges.

Today, after further in-
vestigation,  Deputies were
able to contact the com-
plainant of another vehicle
that the suspects had at-
tempted to steal the cata-
lytic converter from, and

f i le  addit ional  fe lony
charges for Engaging in
Organized Criminal Activ-
ity.  Justice of the Peace
Precinct 6 Judge Larry
Cryer set the bonds at
$20,000 per charge in ad-
dit ion to  the original
charges.

“I commend our depu-

Sheriff Arrests 4 for Catalytic Converter Thefts

ties for fighting crime in
our county and am thank-
ful, as always, for our fel-
l o w  o f f i c e r s  i n  M o n t
Belvieu and Texas DPS for
their continued support to-
ward our common goal of
protecting our citizens,”
said Sheriff Hawthorne.

W e s t  C h a m b e r s
County Pilot Club, Inc.
thanks its Sponsors for
its annual fundraising
Gala held on Saturday,
April 2, 2022 from 6:00
P.M.-10:00 P.M., at
Barbers  Hi l l  High
School, Mont Belvieu
TX.

The theme of this
year’s Gala is “Ken-
tucky Derby on the
Hill”.

For more informa-
tion about Pilot Club,
contact W.C.C.P.C. at
P.O. Box 1032, Mont
Belvieu, TX 77580, or
Email wccpilotclub
@gmail.com or Linda
Gilmore at rayegil2
@yahoo.com.

WCC Pilot Club thanks Gala Sponsors

(picture Southwest Galvanizing) “Kentucky Derby on
the Hill” Gala Platinum Sponsor Southwest
Galvanizing, Inc. (Pictured l-r) Gonzalo Luque, West
Chambers County Pilot Club Director Jan Jones, Allison
Hernandez, Nereida Jaime, Southwest Galvanizing
President Albert Shannon, and Controller Heath
Garmon.

(picture DSCN4436a) (l-r) West Chambers County Pilot
Club Recording Secretary Linda Gilmore, “Kentucky
Derby on the Hill” Gala Diamond Sponsor Laurie Terry
Administrative Director Houston Methodist Baytown
Hospital, WCCPilot Club Director Linda Polk, and
WCCPilot Club Corresponding Secretary Deana Fojt.
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✯      O P I N I O N    P A G E    ✯

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

A Lot of
Cake

The plan was to buy ev-
eryone cake.

My husband, Peter, and I
are finally getting ready to
leave Mexico, and we can’t
say we are too happy about
it.

The last two months in
San Miguel de Allende have
convinced us that it is a place
we want to return to, and
now leaving it feels very
hard—especially when my
sister tells me about the
freezing rain hitting her
home right now.

“We had to cancel our trip
to visit Uncle Andy and Bea!”
she tells me. “The roads were
terrible!”

As I sit in the evening
sunshine, in a city where
people usually don’t need to
heat their homes and never
need air conditioning, the
idea of freezing rain does not
exactly make me homesick.

“Why are we leaving,
again?” Peter asks.

But I’m anxious to see
family again. My dad is go-
ing in for a bunch of tests. My
sister is getting her knee op-
erated on. Peter’s sister, Shel-
ley, will be having a
procedure done on her back.
All of these things are impor-
tant—if not particularly fun.
So the plan yesterday was to
do something festive, and I
couldn’t think of anything
more festive than cake.

The idea for the party was
Peter’s.

We were so grateful to
find this little hotel when we
did. Our lodging on the coast
turned out to be a disaster,
and our choices were to ei-
ther return home early or
find something back in San
Miguel de Allende—in the
high season, without reser-
vations. When we found this
little one-bedroom apart-
ment overlooking the court-
yard filled with more than
2,000 smiling sun faces, we
felt as if we had been saved.

“I am calling you Salva-
dor,” Peter told Jorge, the
owner of the small hotel.
“You saved us!” Jorge smiled.

The hotel used to be
Jorge’s family home. He was
born and raised within its
walls, along with his 12 sib-
lings. In the mid-1980s, he
began the process of convert-
ing it into a hotel. Now it is
his pride and joy, and he
spends his days putting
more artwork on the walls
and more plants into pots.

We ordered a chocolate
layer cake with buttercream
frosting. It had fresh fruit
between the layers and a
smiling sun face on the top.
A woman at the market
squeezed about 50 lemons
for me, and we made fresh
lemonade. Then Jorge and
his employees and the three
artists he keeps busy every
day all gathered together in
the courtyard with the
2000+ suns to eat cake.

Once we were all gath-
ered, I found myself com-
pletely without Spanish
words to thank them prop-
erly. This is what happens to
me when I have something
important to say in Span-
ish—I forget every word I
ever knew. So, instead, we
cut the cake and poured lem-
onade and smiled a lot. I
think they all got the mes-
sage.

“That was a good party!”
Peter announced when we fi-
nally returned to our little
apartment upstairs. “Jorge
ate a lot of cake!”

We don’t know what they
really think of us, the kind
people running this family
hotel. We wouldn’t blame
them if they thought we
were a little awkward or odd.

But we wanted to try to
let them know how much we
appreciated finding such a
clean, cheerful place to live.
We appreciated all the beau-
tiful art being made, the
plants being grown, the
countless small kindnesses
shown to us every day.

“Gracias!” we say again
and again. “Thank you.”

“De nada,” they always re-
ply. “It’s nothing.”

But, of course, it is every-
thing.

Till next time,
Carrie

Carrie Classon’s memoir
is called “Blue Yarn.” Learn
more at CarrieClasson.com.

Traffic deaths spike in highway
work zones

Flying the Friendly Skies

TRAFFIC DEATHS SPIKE IN
HIGHWAY WORK ZONES

The Texas Department
of Transportation wants
motorists to be aware of
dangerous conditions in
road construction zones af-
ter crashes in those zones
killed 244 people last year.

The death toll is an in-
crease of 33% over 2020
and is the highest in 40
years. The majority of
those who died were driv-
ers or their passengers, ac-
cording to TxDOT.

“It’s important for driv-
ers to remember that driv-
ing conditions in work
zones can be especially
challenging because of ex-
tra congestion, slow-mov-
ing heavy equipment,
temporary barriers and
vehicles that make sudden
stops,” Marc Williams, Tx-
DOT executive director,
said. “That’s why it’s cru-
cial for everyone to give
driving their full attention
and drive a safe speed in
areas where construction
and maintenance are un-
derway.”

Among the tips offered
by the agency to cut acci-
dents:

• Slow down and follow
the posted speed limit.

• Pay attention, put
down the phone and keep
your mind on the road.

• Watch out for road
crews and follow flaggers’
instructions.

• Don’t tailgate. Allow
enough room to stop safe-
ly.

• Plan for extra time to
reach your destination,
since road construction can
slow traffic.

Traffic fines double in
work zones when workers
are present.

WILDFIRE RISK CONTINUES
WITH DRY, WINDY
CONDITIONS

The risk of more wild-
fires continues this week
with much of the state un-
der drought conditions.

“Critical fire weather in-
cludes above-normal tem-
peratures, increased wind
speeds and low relative hu-
midity levels,” according
to a Texas A&M Forest
Service news release.
Wildfires that start under
these conditions may be

difficult to control, the
agency said. The risk is
nearly statewide, as virtu-
ally all of the state remains
under drought conditions.

During the first week of
April, the forest service
and local fire departments
responded to 117 wildfires
that burned 23,560 acres.

TEXAS HISTORY
INSTRUCTION EXPANDED

The State  Board o f
Education decided last
week to expand instruction
in Texas history to six
grade levels, meaning stu-
dents in those grades will
have their knowledge of
the state’s history tested
on the Texas Essential
Knowledge and Skills
exam.

For decades, Texas his-
tory has been taught in
fourth and seventh grades.
Now it will also be taught
in kindergarten through
second grade, and sixth
and eighth grades.

“With this significant
increase, students will
study Texas and the peo-
ple and events that define
it in most grade levels pri-
or to high school,” accord-
ing to an SBOE news
release.

The board will consider
proposed revisions to the
social studies aspect of
TEKS at the June meeting
to include Texas history
content. Final revisions
are scheduled for Novem-
ber.

PLEASE DON’T TOUCH THE
WILDLIFE

With the balmy weath-
er of a Texas spring, more
folks are enjoying the out-
doors. Experts at the Tex-

as Parks and Wildlife De-
partment urge people who
encounter wildlife to avoid
lending a helping hand.

Often, the young off-
spring of wild animals can
be mistaken as having
been abandoned. Many of
these human-animal en-
counters are unnecessary
and can be detrimental to
wildlife.

Newborn fawns, for ex-
ample, are often left for
hours at a time by the doe
a s  s h e  f o r a g e s  f o r
food. “During that time,
people may spot a fawn ly-
ing alone in tall grass or in
a brushy area. Many peo-
ple interfere with the
fawn, thinking it has been
abandoned by its mother
and needs help. This is
rarely the case,” according
to TPWD.

TPWD experts advise
folks to leave all young an-
imals alone unless obvi-
ously injured. Spend some
time observing from a dis-
tance to determine if the
animal truly is injured,
since the mother may not
return if humans are close
by.

The same principle ap-
plies to young birds. “If the
bird’s eyes are open, it has
feathers and is hopping
around, mom and dad are
likely nearby. Grounded
fledglings will usually be
up and flying within a few
days,” according to TPWD.

If a wild animal is sick
or injured, people are en-
couraged to contact a per-
m i t t e d  w i l d l i f e
rehabilitator, which can be
found on the TPWD Wild-
l i f e  D i v i s i o n
website: tpwd.texas.gov/
huntwild/wild/rehab/.

COVID-19 cases rise
while deaths, hospital-
izations decline

The number of new Tex-
as cases of COVID-19 re-
ported by the Coronavirus
Resource Center at Johns
H o p k i n s  U n i v e r s i t y
jumped by more than 100%
in the past week to 46,375,
though deaths dropped to
252 during the same time
period.

Lab-confirmed COVID-
19 hospitalizations in Tex-
as have dropped to 875
patients, the lowest level
in months. The highly con-
tagious subvariant of Omi-
cron, dubbed BA.2, has
become the dominant ver-
sion worldwide and is ac-
counting for the majority of
new cases.

Like the original omi-
cron variant, this strain is
more transmissible but
generally has less-severe
symptoms, according to
health experts. The best
protection continues to be
getting vaccinated and get-
ting a booster if already
vaccinated, according to
the Texas Department of
State Health Services.

DSHS says unvaccinat-
ed Texans are eight times
more likely to test positive
for COVID-19 and 42 times
more likely to die of a COV-
ID-19 associated illness.

As of Sunday, 17.479
million Texans — or near-
ly 60% of the state’s popu-
l a t i o n  —  w e r e
fully vaccinated, with 6.6
million getting a booster
dose.

✯
STARLITE

By Gil Hoffman, Publisher

This Easter week was especially pleasant
around our house, because we had a visit
from our grandkids. Since they live in

Ohio, we don’t see them as often as we would like.
Iris is 5 years old now, and Reed is 2. Like the
plants they are named for (maybe), they grow up
fast and we need to keep track of them on a
regular basis.

Although our daughter and their mother,
Kristan, grew up in Houston, when they visit
they explore wonders that seem very special to
this city and different from their snowy climate in
Ohio. And they keep us busy with their activities.
Almost every day we spent time at an outdoor
swimming pool, visited Hermann Park and Zoo,
splash pad and train, played at Levi Park near
Greenway Plaza, ate their favorite Chinese food
in Bellaire Chinatown, visited the Childrens
Museum, and more.

The trip to Houston is very special to the
grandkids, and they look forward to the flight as
well as the fun they have while they are here. But
this trip, they had a unique experience that most
of us, kids or adults, would be thrilled with. When
they boarded the United Express jet for their
return trip to Ohio, the flight crew asked them if
the would like to sit in the cockpit. Wow, how
special is that! As you can see from the photos,
they had a very unique experience, and who
knows, maybe it will lead to a career path, or at
least a great story to tell their classmates when
they return.

United Airlines has an expression, “Fly the
Friendly Skies” and this time they certainly made
a memorable time for the grandkids and their
family. Thank you, United Airlines.

PILOT REED IN THE COCKPIT WITH HIS TEDDY BEAR

CO-PILOT IRIS IN THE COCKPIT

GRANDKIDS IRIS AND REED, AT IAH AIRPORT
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Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2022 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: info@crosbytaxes.com

Maximum Tax Savings

✯    M I L E S T O N E S    P A G E    ✯

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Milestones Page Sponsors

Call 713-266-3444 to join to
join sponsorship of this
page. Thank you.

Siding &
Roof Repairs

Mobile Home Skirting
Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

Sales Tax Holiday,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

than $3,000.
For purchases made on-

line, note that delivery,
shipping, handling and
transportation charges are
part of the sales price. If
the emergency preparation
item being purchased is
taxable ,  the  de l ivery
charge is also taxable. Con-
sider these charges when
determining whether an
emergency preparation
item can be purchased tax-
free during the holiday.

For example, if you pur-
chase a rescue ladder on-

line for $299 with a $10 de-
livery charge, the total
sales price is $309. Be-
cause the total sales price
of the ladder is more than
$300, tax is due on the
$309 sales price.

S e v e r a l  o v e r - t h e -
counter self-care items,
such as antibacterial hand
sanitizer, soap, spray and
wipes, are always exempt
from sales tax if they are
labeled with a  “Drug
Facts” panel in accordance
with federal Food and
Drug  Adminis t rat ion
(FDA) regulations.

Purchases that do not
qualify include:

-- batteries for automo-
biles, boats and other mo-
torized vehicles;

-- camping stoves and
camping supplies;

-- chainsaws;
-- plywood;
-- extension ladders and

stepladders; and
-- tents.
A list of  emergency

preparation supplies that
may be purchased tax-free
can be found on the Comp-
troller’s website.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

 Leah Loftin is a New
York-based actress and di-
rector with a background in
theatre and film. Leah is a
1999 graduate of Crosby
High School. She was re-
cently cast as Maggie
“Tweetie” McGuire in sea-
son 3 of New Amsterdam
(NBC), and will be seen next
in the upcoming limited se-
ries The Green Veil with
John Leguizamo.

Her film work began with
a role in the Oscar-winning
film Monster’s Ball, and she
has appeared in indepen-
dent films that have won
awards at film festivals
across the globe.

Leah has performed the-
atrically Off-Broadway,
throughout the US, Canada,
and Russia. With an empha-
sis on devised/physical the-
atre of both new and
classical plays, Loftin’s work
was named “fearless” by The
New York Times.As a film-
maker, Loftin’s work has
been invited to premiere at
the BAFTA-qualifying Aes-
thetica Film Festival (UK),
Shorts on Tap (London), and
Anthology Film Archives as
part of New Filmmakers NY.
Her short films have won

LEAH LOFTIN: New York
actress with Crosby roots

awards in Berlin, Toronto,
Austin, and Bucharest.

Loftin was recently
named an “Emerging Direc-
tor to Discover” by Shoot
Magazine, and was selected
for their 2021 New Directors
Showcase.

Formally trained with
the Moscow Art Theater at
A.R.T. (MXAT), Leah was se-
lected for an extended the-
atre performance residency
in Russia, working in collab-
oration with Moscow’s ac-
claimed SounDrama theatre
company. She was cast as a
principal in an original Rus-
sian-American production
that was a special commis-
sion from the prestigious
Chekhov International The-
ater Festival, which went on
to tour in sold-out perfor-

mances throughout Russia
and Eastern Europe and
was awarded ‘Best Experi-
mental Theater Production’
in Moscow.

Leah has worked with a
number of Russia’s most in-
ternationally celebrated di-
rectors, including Vladimir
Pankov and Kirill Serebren-
nikov. As part of the origi-
nal cast of Tennessee
Williams’ previously unpub-
lished play ‘Mister Para-
dise’, Leah performed its
world premiere at the Ten-
nessee Williams Festival in
New Orleans, and her per-
formance is featured in the
book “Mister Paradise and
Other One-Act Plays” (New
Directions).

With nearly two decades
spent creating vibrant the-
atre as a member of theatre
companies in NYC, New Or-
leans, and Toronto, Leah has
developed original perfor-
mances based on the works
of such luminaries as Chek-
hov, Dostoevsky, Bulgakov,
Beckett, Genet, Gogol,
O’Neill, and Tennessee Wil-
liams. A proud Texas native,
Leah was born and raised in
the small town of Crosby,
Texas.
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HELP WANTED

Yard Maintainer
person needed. Part
time or Full time.
Highlands area. Call
281-843-2626

FOR RENT
Rental Units in
Highlands area. 1 to
2 bedroom units.
Starting at $695 all
bills paid. Call 281-
843-2626

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

CABLE TV

DIRECTV - Every live
football game, every
Sunday - anywhere -
on your favorite
device. Restrictions
apply. Call IVS - 1-
866-712-8312

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-
blocking gutter
protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 15%
off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-
346-299-9169

CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED

A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

15-2t

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

7 PLOTS AVAILABLE
PRIME LOCATION
STERLING-WHITE

CEMETERY
GARDEN OF HOPE

1 Triple, 1 Double, 2 Single
$1500 Each plus transfer

TEL. 281-380-6735

CEMETERY
PLOTS FOR SALE

CEMETERY
PLOTS FOR SALE

tfn

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that Original Letters
of Administration for Docket No. 497826;
Estate of LOIS AIME TRAHAN Deceased;
In Probate Court No. 4 of Harris County,
Texas, were issued on APRIL 6, 2022.

LOUIS TRAHAN

The residence address of the
administrator is in Harris County, Texas.
The mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 E. Wallisville Road

Highlands, TX 77562

All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present them
within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.
Dated this APRIL 18, 2022.

by   WESTON COTTEN
    Attorney for the Estate

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that Original Letters
Testamentary for Docket No. 501756;
Estate of NORMAN H. STEWART
Deceased; In Probate Court No. 1 of Harris
County, Texas, were issued on MARCH
29, 2022.

GARY STEWART

The residence address of the
administrator is in Harris County, Texas.
The mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 E. Wallisville Road

Highlands, TX 77562

All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present them
within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.
Dated this APRIL 12, 2022.

by   WESTON COTTEN
    Attorney for the Estate

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER
JOURNALIST/EDITOR

Position available for journalist or
manager with local newspaper.

Experienced in writing, interviewing,
sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Salary
plus benefits. Send letter of interest

to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com
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Jackie Young Medcalf
hosts national
environmental group at
San Jacinto Waste Pits
ENVIRONMENTALISTS MEET IN
HIGHLANDS TO SEE SJR WASTE PITS

Environmental Activist Jackie Young Medcalf has returned from maternity
leave, and is tackling pollution in three areas: The San Jacinto River Waste Pits,
the Cypress Community (Jones Road pollution), and the Northeast Houston (5th
Ward pollution).

She held a virtual and
in-person Town Hall last
month, on March 29, to up-
date and discuss the three
areas of concern. She not-
ed that with realignment
of Precinct boundaries in
Harris County, the San
Jacinto River Waste Pits
Superfund Site is now di-
vided into the Northern
compound in Pct. 3, and
the Southern compound in
Pct. 2. It remains to be
seen whether this will
complicate the remedia-
tion plan for the waste pits,
she said.

Jackie reported that the
remediation plan was pro-
ceeding on the Southern
impoundment, with exca-
vation expected to start in
the Fall of this year. Up-
dated drawings on this
project are due in June.
For the Northern im-
poundment, she criticized
the 90% Remedial Design
Documents that have been
released, with omissions to procedures for Health and Safety that she deemed
important. She said the engineers are still studying two methods for removal of
the toxic materials, and have two schemes for the double wall cofferdam that are
being evaluated at this time.

On March 31 Jackie hosted and talked with 30 environmental journalists from
across the country, about her exeriences with the San Jacinto River Waste Pits
Superfund Site. She detailed lessons she has learned from over 10 years of work-
ing with the site’s technical information, along with the communities and the
government agencies involved. She noted how the skillsets developed could be
applied to other sites in the region or nationwide.

She expressed herself to the group, “What a joy to be back out in the field doing
what I love.”

Her environmental group, THEA, is planning a fund raising-fun raising event
on April 30 at the Karbach Brewery. See the website for information and reserva-
tions.

The next Town Hall for THEA is planned on May 10.

“hydraulic heave” that
would make the excava-
tion unstable and fill with
water. This would occur
because the excavations
were so deep.

Although TXDOT has
not announced exact plans
for the I-10 replacement
bridge, the consultants,
GHD engineers, claim that
part of the structure would
be built in the only remain-
ig  Right-Of-Way,  and
make access to the site im-
possible or at least diffi-
cult. The engineers state
that at least 162,000 cubic
yards of material must be
removed, taking 20,000
truckloads to haul away.
They state that the bridge
construction might start as
early as 2025 or 2026, im-
pacting the movement of
trucks and equipment at
the Waste Pits site.

For these reasons, the
Respondents have asked
for a pause in the schedule,
to “reconsider and alter the
response action.” This in-
cludes changing the crite-
ria for how waste material
is tested to determine how
much must be removed.
They recommend a test
called SWAC (Surface-
Weighted Average Concen-
tration) but this is not
approved in the ROD. It
would allow a reduction in
toxicity of material to be
removed from 30ng/kg to
about half the amount.

The Responsible Parties
are International Paper
Company, and McGinnes
Industrial Maintenance
Corp.  They signed an
agreement with the EPA
several years ago, to re-
move the toxic dioxin ma-
terials at their expense, in
an approved manner. Now
they seem to want to re-
examine this agreement.

Jackie Young Medcalf
has led the movement
against the Responsible
Parties, and to make them
fully remove the material

Waste Pits delay ,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

and restore it to its natu-
ral condition prior to the
waste pits. In her press
conference last week, she
stated:

The San Jacinto River
Waste Pits Superfund Site
is one of the most vulnera-
ble and notorious Super-
fund sites in the nation.
Consultants working for
the parties responsible for
these toxic pits, recently
submitted a letter to the
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), claiming
they cannot clean up the
Site as previously ordered
by the EPA. However, this
is not the responsible par-
ty’s first attempt to con-
vince the EPA, and others,
that the waste should re-
main in the river. In fact,
internal corporate emails
from 2011 show they had
a plan to create a global
consensus to “sell” leaving
the waste in the river as
the final remedy. The
catch? Hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars are on the
line for the parties respon-
sible but the future of
Galveston Bay and the
health of our communities
hinge on this waste being
removed in a controlled
and engineered environ-
ment and not in the next
hurricane.

The Pits, straddling In-
terstate 10 in the San Ja-
cinto River, were filled
with dioxin-contaminated
waste in the 1960s and
have been in a heated bat-
tle between community
members and those re-
sponsible for the cleanup.
The EPA named Interna-
tional Paper and McGinn-
is Industrial Maintenance
Corporation (MIMC, a
Waste Management of
Texas and Waste Manage-
ment Inc subsidiary) the
parties responsible for the
cleanup under a federal
administrative order.

The San Jacinto River
Coalition, a local commu-

nity group led by Texas
Health and Environment
Alliance (THEA), began
advocating for the full re-
moval of the Waste Pits
over a decade ago. The Co-
alition, with over 55,000
supporters, has worked
with scientific experts and
policy advisers to under-
stand what is truly the
best remedy for this Super-
fund Site. In 2017, the
EPA signed the Record of
Decision (ROD) for the
complete removal of the
Northern Pit down to a lev-
el of dioxin that is safe for
a youth recreational fish-
erman - exactly what the
local communities asked
for.

In a recently released
letter, the responsible par-
ties dispute the ability to
remove the waste as de-
scribed in the ROD and
ask the EPA to consider
altering their selected
cleanup plan. Jackie Med-
calf, a former resident and
the founder of THEA,
states that “this is nothing
more than smoke and mir-
rors - removal is possible,
it will cost hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars, but it is
feasible.” The reality of the
situation is the waste will
remain toxic for upwards
of 750 more years if left in
the river. How many hur-
ricanes will strike our
coast during that time and
how many more genera-
tions have to live with this
burden?

In reply to the letter
from the Responsible par-
ties, the EPA’s Region 6
Regional Administrator
Earthea Nance, sent a let-
ter in response, stating
that EPA would not grant
a schedule extension, and
that 90% Remedial De-
signs were still due on
June 26. However, she did
say that after submission,
the parties could work on
any modifications that
might be required.
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