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Friends of the
Crosby Edith Fae Cook
Cole Branch Library
Book Sale will take
place on Friday, June
3, 2022 from 1-6pm
and on Saturday June
4,2022 from 10am-
5pm.

Children’s books,
mysteries, romance,
cook and craft books
are just a sample of
book choices.  There’s
so much more and
discounts too!

Proceeds benefit
the library and support
summer reading
programs
Questions call 832-
927-7790"

FRI-SAT. JUN 3/4
Crosby LIbrary
Book Sale

On the 1 year
Anniversary of the loss
of our colleague Lewis
Spearman, we will
publish tributes in his
memory.

You are invited to
submit your thoughts
and remembrances for
inclusion in this special
Memorium. Email
grafikstar@aol.com.

THU. JUNE 23
Spearman
Memorial Issue

Crosby Rodeo saddles up June 3rd

Uvalde mass shooting stirs up Gun Control debate
PROTESTS MOUNT AT NRA CONVENTION

At a Press Conference in Uvalde after the shooting,
Beto O’Rourke interupts to shout at Governor Abbott
“It’s On You.”

Speakers at the NRA Convention in Houston last weekend
included Donald Trump and Ted Cruz, but Governor Abbott
withdrew and sent a recorded message.

HOUSTON – Protest-
ors outside the NRA (Na-
tional Rifle Association)
national convention at
GRB Convention Center
this weekend, blamed
the proliferation of guns
and lack of regulations in
Texas and nationwide
with the increase in
mass shootings, as evi-
denced recently in Texas
with mass murders in
Uvalde, Sante Fe, Suth-
erland Springs, El Paso,
and Midland.

Last week’s school
shooting of 19 victims at
Robb Elementary in
Uvalde has focused the
public’s attention on the
need for government
leaders to increase re-
strictions on gun owner-
ship, rather than loosen
rules as has happened
recently in Texas.

Speakers at the NRA
convention talked of the Continued. See Mass

Shootings, Page 7

JUNE 3,FRIDAY
5pm Cook-Off
CARNIVAL KICK-OFF
7:30pm BAG OF DONUTS
JUNE 4,SATURDAY
8am BBQ-Cookoff
10am Parade
7:30pm DREW PARKER
JUNE 7,TUESDAY
10am Cowpoke Pageant
JUNE 9,THURSDAY
4pm Buyers Dinner
5:45pm Awards
6:00pm Livestock Auction
JUNE 10,FRIDAY
10am-12pm FFA & 4-H
Day
7:30pm CPRA
Championship Rodeo
JOSH WARD &
JON WOLFE
JUNE 11, SATURDAY
10am Little Wrangler
Rodeo
7:30pm CPRA
Championship Rodeo
DOS BORRACHOS
KEVIN FOWLER
ROGER CREAGER

Crosby Rodeo
June 3 - June 11

By Gilbert Hoffman

CROSBY – The much
anticipated return of the
Crosby Rodeo, after a
Pandemic hiatus, will
open with the popular
New Orleans group Bag
of Donuts Friday night,
June 3rd at 7:00pm play-
ing classics from the 60s
until today.

Also on Friday, the
BBQ cook-off gets under-
way, at 5:00pm and will
conclude on Saturday,
with an awards ceremo-

BAG OF DONUTS, a New Orleans party band, will open the Rodeo on June 3.

Events cover
two weekends

ny.
On Saturday June 4

starting at 8am the BBQ
Cook-off will continue,
and at 10am a parade is
scheduled. That evening
the concert is by Drew
Parker, starting at 7pm.

Student Exhibitors
will show their animals
for judging on Tuesday
and Wednesday, June 7
and 8, and then the Live-
stock Auction will be held
Thursday, June 9. This
starts with a Buyer’s Din-
ner at 4pm, Awards Pre-
sentation at 5:45pm, and

Continued. See Crosby
Rodeo, Page 7

A Texas town, and a nation, mourn for the senseless
killings of 21 victims in Uvalde.

increased safety by arm-
ing the public, but most
public opinion rejected
that theory, and called
for action from govern-
ment to bring a reduction
in shootings. Proponents
of restrictions in gun
sales and military style
weapons, point to expe-
rience in other countries,
such as Australia and
New Zealand, where to-

tal bans on guns has
brought a sharp reduc-
tion in killings, both
mass shootings and indi-
vidual deaths.

Even in Texas, they
point out that a ban on
assault weapons was ef-
fective, but when it ex-
pired the number of

Crosby ISD graduates 450 Seniors
By Brett Birkinbine

Congratulations to the
Crosby High School Class
of 2022. 450 seniors be-
c a m e  p r o u d  C r o s b y
Alumni on Friday, May
27. Cougar Stadium was
packed with families and
loved ones.

All of us here at Cros-
by ISD wish our gradu-
ates good luck in their
next chapter. Dozens of
students graduated with
dual credits, including as-
sociate’s degrees from
Lee and San Jacinto Col-
lege.

G r a d u a t e s  h e a r d
speeches from Superin-
tendent Paula Patterson
as well as the Valedicto-

rian Brynna CoVan and
S a l u t a t o r i a n  E m m a
Yates. Superintendent
Patterson encouraged
students to always re-
member their Crosby
High School roots, near-
ly 30 years to the day af-
ter she herself graduated
from Crosby High.

Patterson remarked,
“Wherever life takes you,
wherever you go, take
Crosby with you, it ’s
helped you to grow. No
matter the forecast, no
matter the weather, we
truly are Better Togeth-
er.”

Crosby ISD is so proud
of all the graduates as
they write their next
chapters.

Crosby’s 450 graduating seniors toss their caps into the air, a traditional symbol
of passing into the next phase of their life. MORE PHOTOS on page 2.

In Highlands and
Crosby Everyone

reads the
STAR-COURIER.
Your Hometown

Newspaper.
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GOOSE CREEK NEWS

By: Kristyn Hunt Cathey
Students in the Stuart Career Tech-

nical High School Advanced Automotive
Academy participated in a cooperative
project with the Baytown Police Depart-
ment’s Search and Recovery Team. The
police department provided the stu-
dents with a Chevrolet Camaro that will
be used in underwater retrieval train-

BPD Search & Recovery Just
Got Better, With Assistance
from SCTHS Students

Stuart Career Technical High School Advanced Automotive Academy students pose
proudly with members of the Baytown Police Department’s Search and Rescue Team.
The students worked on a cooperative project with BPD during the spring term.

ing. The months-long process came to
end on May 24th , when BPD picked up
the vehicle. The students were tasked
with removing the engine, transmission
and draining all of the fluids inside of
the vehicle.

The Baytown Police Department is
one of several partners that work closely
with SCTHS Academy students.

Goose Creek CISD will provide sum-
mer meals to students beginning May
31st.

Meals will be provided Monday-Fri-
day, May 31-June 17th at the following
campuses: Goose Creek Memorial, IM-
PACT Early College, Stuart Career
Tech, Sterling, Baytown, Junior, High-
lands Junior, Horace Mann Junior,
Highlands Elementary, and San Jacin-
to Elementary Schools.

Meals will be provided Monday-Fri-
day, May 31-June 23rd at the following
campuses: Alamo, Ashbel Smith, Carv-
er, Travis and Walker Elementary
Schools.

Meals will be provided Monday-Fri-
day, May 31-June 23rd and July 11-24th

GC CISD Summer Meal
Schedule to Begin May 31

at Bowie Elementary School.
Meals will be served in the school caf-

eteria and the student does not have to
be enrolled in summer school to receive
a meal.

The “Summer Meals in the Park” ini-
tiative will run Monday-Friday, May
31-July 22nd; closed the week of July 4th,
at the following locations: Jenkins Park
(4334 Crosby Cedar Bayou) and Berg-
eron Park (1520 Louisiana Street) from
10:30-11 a.m.; Sterling Library (1 Mary
Wilbanks Avenue); and Stratford
Branch Library (509 Stratford, High-
lands) from 11:15-11:45 a.m.

All meals are open to the public for
children one to 18 years old.

CROSBY ISD NEWS
PHOTO ALBUM

FROM CROSBY GRADUATION
MAY 27, COUGAR STADIUM

VALEDICTORIAN BRYNNA COVAN SALUTATORIAN EMMA YATES

SUPERINTENDENT
PAULA PATTERSON

HAPPY GRADUATES EXPRESSING THEIR JOY!

HAPPY GRADUATES EXPRESSING THEIR JOY!
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Houston Methodist Hospital Baytown
When Should I worry About Ringing in My Ears?

DR. SARA XIE

“Why do I hear ringing
in my ears?”

It’s a concerning ques-
tion to ask yourself.

If you hear ringing in
your ears, you know just
how bothersome or dis-
tracting this noise can be.
And that it’s distinctly dif-
ferent from those random,
phantom sounds you might
have heard on rare occa-
sions after standing up too
fast or while dealing with
a headache.

“Hearing a continuous
sound in one or both of your
ears is called tinnitus,”
says Dr. Sara Chen Xie, an
ENT doctor at Houston
Methodist Baytown. “It’s
most often described as a
ringing, but people can
hear tinnitus differently.”

The common descrip-
tions of what tinnitus
sounds like include:

Low- or high-pitched
tone

Static or buzzing
Humming
Cricket-like sounds
“Tinnitus can vary over

time, sometimes becoming
fairly disruptive and even
debilitating,” says Dr. Xie.
“If it’s keeping you from
carrying out or enjoying
daily activities, it’s time to
do something about it.”

What causes ringing in
your ears?

“Hearing a continuous
ringing in your ears is al-
most always a side effect of
hearing loss, typically an
early indication of it,” says
Dr. Xie. “Hearing loss hap-
pens in your ears, but the
resulting ringing you may
hear as a result does not.
It’s happening in your
brain.”

Your brain plays an in-

tegral role in hearing —
m a k i n g  s e n s e  o f  t h e
sounds around you by pro-
cessing the information re-
ceived from your ears. It
helps you focus on the most
relevant sounds you’re
hearing, distinguishing
these from background
sounds and filtering out
unwanted noise.

As you can imagine, this
is a busy job for your brain.

Hearing loss reduces
the amount of sound your
brain has to interpret, giv-
ing it less to do. Tinnitus
is one unwanted conse-
quence.

How do you stop the
ringing in your ears?

The first step to treating
tinnitus is to get your hear-
ing checked by an audiolo-
gist.

If you have hearing loss
and worsening tinnitus,
the good news is that you
don’t have to live with a
never-ending soundtrack
of unwanted noise.

“When treating tinni-
tus, the goal is to activate
and condition your audito-
ry cortex — reinforcing it
to listen to real sounds and
training it to not think
about the unwanted noise
it’s perceiving,” says Dr.
Xie.

Most people find success
in using masking sounds to
reduce their tinnitus, but
this isn’t always the case.
Medications may be re-
quired.

It’s also important to
consult a doctor about your
symptoms since, in rare
cases, tinnitus can be a
side effect of something
other than hearing loss,
which can change how
your doctor approaches
your care.

For more information on
the full range of services
offered at Houston Meth-
odist ENT SpecialistsBay-
town and to schedule an
a p p o i n t m e n t ,
visit houstonmethodist.org/
ear-nose-throat/ or call
281-427-2747.

KEMAH, Texas – The
Galveston Bay Founda-
tion announced plans for
the inaugural Houston
Oyster & SeaFest spon-
sored by Coca-Cola ,
which will be held Satur-
day, June 4 from 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. at The Water
Works in Buffalo Bayou
Park. The festival will fea-
ture a variety of acclaimed
restaurants from through-
out the greater Houston
area and will also include
live music, libations, edu-
cational exhibits and more.
Event proceeds benefit the
Galveston Bay Founda-
tion’s Oyster Shell Re-
cycling Program and
habitat restoration efforts.

Tickets for the festival
start at $35, and VIP ex-
periences are also avail-
able. For tickets and more
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t
galvbayevents.org.

Attendees will have the
opportunity to sample a
variety of menu items in-
cluding cooked oyster
bites and signature sea-
food dishes from all par-
t i c ipat ing  restaurant
partners. Event restau-
rant partners include:
1751 Sea and Bar, BB’s
Tex-Orleans, Brennan’s of
Houston, Captain Benny’s

Galveston Bay Foundation plans
Benefit for Shell Recycling Program

Seafood, Fleming’s Prime
Steakhouse & Wine Bar,
Frank’s American Revival,
Harold’s in the Heights,
Indianola, Liberty Kitchen
& Oysterette, McCormick
& Schmick’s Seafood &
Steaks, The Oceanaire
Seafood Room, the Palm
Restaurant, Pier 6 Seafood
& Oyster House, and Will-
ie G’s Seafood & Steaks.

The festival will also
feature food trucks, beer,
wine and vodka bars, and
live music performances by

Hunter  Perr in  and
Thunderado and Kung-
Fuze.

All proceeds from the
Houston Oyster & SeaFest
benefit the Galveston Bay
Foundation’s Oyster Shell
Recycling Program. Start-
ed in 2011, the Oyster
Shell Recycling Program
has collected more than
1,300 tons of oyster shells
from 26 restaurant part-
ners located from Houston
to Galveston for use in
h a b i t a t  r e s t o r a t i o n

projects. To learn more
about the program, visit
galvbay.org/oysters.

“We are tremendously
proud of the success of our
Oyster Shell Recycling
Program and the habitat
we have restored using
shell that otherwise would
have been thrown away,”
said Bob Stokes, Presi-
dent of the Galveston
Bay Foundation. “Funds
raised through this event
will make it possible for us
to expand the program to
include more Houston area
restaurants and restore
more habitat at a critical
t i m e  f o r  o y s t e r s  i n
Galveston Bay.”

The inaugural Houston
Oyster & SeaFest is made

possible with support from
corporate event sponsors
including Coca-Cola, Av-
era, Corda, the Coastal
Conservation Association,
H-E-B, Intercontinental
Terminals Company, and
Phillips 66. Food and bev-
erage sponsors for the
event include Prestige
Oysters, Barrier Beauties
Premium Sustainable Oys-
ters, Bloody Revolution,
Deep Eddy Vodka, Miller
Lite, Molson Coors, Saint
Arnold Brewing Company,
and Topo Chico Hard Selt-
zer.

About Galveston Bay
Foundation

Established in 1987,
Galveston Bay Foundation
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit or-
ganization. Its mission is
to preserve and enhance
G a l v e s t o n  B a y  a s  a
healthy and productive
place for generations to
come. It implements di-
verse programs in land
preservation, habitat res-
toration, water quality and
quantity, youth education,
and advocacy. For further
information, contact the
Foundation at (281) 332-
3 3 8 1 ,  v i s i t
www.galvbay.org or follow
us on Twitter @GBayFoun-
dation

Dayton Metro Li-
brary has begun offer-
ing Dial-a-Story: free,
recorded stories chil-
dren can listen to by
phone any time of day
or night. Three differ-
ent stories for young
children are currently
available, with more
coming soon. Listeners
can reach Dial-a-Story
at 937.250.7500.

“Dial-a-Story is per-
fect for parents who
need something to oc-
cupy their child on the
bus, in the car, or wait-
ing in line,” said DML
Programming Manag-
er  Ju l ie  Buchanan.
“Children can listen to
the story, then re-tell it
to their parents in their
own words.”

Three new stories
will be offered each
month. November’s
stories are:

Thank You Omu by
Oge Mora

Burger Boy by Alan
Durant

Sky Blanket created
and told by Omope
Carter Daboiku

“Today’s technolo-
gy means children get
an awful lot of visual
stimulation, and some-
t i m e s  i t ’ s  j u s t  t o o
much,” said Buchanan.
“Dial-a-Story lets chil-
dren imagine the char-
acters and act ions
however they choose.
It develops their listen-
ing skills, and dialing
the number themselves
can even be helpful
practice with num-
bers.”

The Library sus-
pended in-person sto-
r y t i m e s  a n d  o t h e r
popular family pro-
grams for the time be-
i n g ,  d u e  t o
COVID-related limita-
tions on public gather-
ings. In December,
however, the Library
will begin offering live,
interactive storytime
sessions via Webex.
V i d e o  s t o r y t i m e s ,
STEM activities, and
other programs are
viewable anytime on
D M L ’ s  F a c e b o o k
page.

Dial-a-Story is free
at 937.250.7500.

NEW! Dial-a-
Story from
the Dayton
Metro
Library

MARSHALL, Mo. (May
23, 2022) - Missouri Valley
College, located in Mar-
shall, Missouri, conferred
160 degrees  for  2022
spring graduates.

Erin Kelly, of Mont
Belvieu, Texas received a
Master of Arts, Education-
al Administration degree.

ABOUT MISSOURI
VALLEY COLLEGE

Known for its dynamic,
richly diverse, and friend-
ly educational environ-
ment, Missouri Valley
College offers many oppor-

tunities to grow in mind,
body, and spirit. Ground-
ed in the liberal arts, un-
d e r g r a d u a t e  s t u d i e s
empower students to mas-
ter interdisciplinary skills
needed to succeed in a
knowledge-based global
society. MVC offers over 30
academic programs, study
abroad opportunities, ex-
tracurricular activities,
and a wide variety of
sports. Above all, Valley is
committed to student suc-
cess. For more informa-
tion, call (660) 831-4000 or
visit www.moval.edu.

Erin Kelly of Mont
Belvieu graduates
from Missouri Valley
College with M.Arts
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✯      O P I N I O N    P A G E    ✯

COUNTY TALK
Harris County Judge

Lina Hidalgo

✯

HOUSTON – Judge Lina Hidalgo and Commis-
sioner Adrian Garcia held a news conference
Tuesday to release new data showing an increase
in guns being used in homicides in Harris Coun-
ty.

This comes ahead of the National Rifle Associa-
tion’s annual meeting in Houston.

According to data from the county’s Institute
for Forensic Sciences, the percentage of homicides
involving a gun increased from 76% in 2018 to
84% in 2021. Preliminary data from 2022 shows
that guns have been involved in 87% of homi-
cides.

Additionally, Hidalgo’s office said 2021 data
showed that Black residents were disproportion-
ately victims of gun homicides, comprising 55% of
all gun homicides in the county.

“Over the past couple of weeks, our nation has
had to endure yet another spate of mass shoot-
ings and tragedies driven by gun violence,”
Hidalgo said, mentioning the recent deadly
shootings in Buffalo, Milwaukee, and the shoot-
ing at a flea market in northwest Harris County.
“We cannot talk about addressing violent crime
without also addressing the role guns play in
violent crime.”

Hidalgo’s office said research shows states with
“weaker” gun laws suffer from higher rates of gun
deaths, including homicides, suicides, and acci-
dental killings. Between 2011 and 2020, data
suggested that the rate of gun homicides in Texas
increased by 90%, the judge said.

Judge Lina Hidalgo and Commissioner Adrian
Garcia held a news conference Tuesday to release
new data showing an increase in guns being used
in homicides in Harris County.

“The reason is simple — there is a very power-
ful gun lobby that cares more about their own
special interests than the safety of that communi-
ty, and that very powerful gun lobby feels so
emboldened as to have a major conference right
here in Harris County,” Hidalgo said.

Hidalgo announced her intent to introduce a
resolution dedicating the month of June “Gun
Violence Prevention Month” to honor the lives of
the thousands of victims who have lost their lives
to gun violence in Harris County.

“This is about ensuring that people understand
the responsibility that goes with gun ownership,”
Garcia said. “It speaks to the reality that a gun
left unlocked, left within the reach of a child, left
unsecured in a vehicle can ultimately cause harm
in a home, in a family, but also be at the reach of
an evildoer who will use that weapon against one
of our law enforcement officers or another mem-
ber of the community.”

According to data released by the CDC this
month, firearm deaths have surpassed car acci-
dents as the number one killer of young people in
the United States.

“If you want to be for guns, encourage common-
sense regulations, common-sense safety mea-
sures, and fund law enforcement to go after those
who will use those gun switchers, those Glock
switchers that we have seen that cause incredible
harm,” Garcia said.

The National Rifle Association issued a state-
ment in response saying,” Politicians like Judge
Hidalgo embrace policies that release violent
criminals onto streets without a hint of justice
while the NRA champions the right of law-
abiding gun owners to defend themselves, their
loved ones, and their homes. While Hidalgo
continues to side with criminals, the NRA makes
no apologies for standing with law-abiding
citizens.”

Judge Hidalgo voices
concern over increase in
gun violence; critizes NRA

EDITOR’S NOTE: This column was written before
the Uvalde school shooting, and emphasizes the
need for gun control reform.

LETTERS
TO THE
EDITOR

✯Cartoonist Nick Anderson says
he has drawn too many gun
violence toons over the years:

Austin, TX — The Tex-
as Senate Democratic Cau-
cus sent the following letter
to Governor Abbott:

Dear Governor Abbott:

The members of the
Texas Senate Democratic
Caucus urge you to imme-
diately call an emergency
special session to address
gun violence in Texas in
the wake of this latest gut-
wrenching tragedy. We de-
mand that this special
session include passage of
legislation that would:

 •   Raise the minimum
age to purchase a firearm
to 21;

 •   Require universal
background checks for all
firearm sales;

  •  Implement “red flag”
laws to allow the
temporary removal of
firearms from those who
are an imminent danger
to themselves or others;

  •  Require a “cooling off”
period for the purchase of
a firearm; and

  •  Regulate civilian
ownership of high
capacity magazines.

Texas has suffered more
mass shootings over the
past decade than any oth-
er state. In Sutherland
Springs, 26 people died. At
Santa Fe High School, 10
people died. In El Paso, 23
people died at a Walmart.
Seven people died in Mid-
land-Odessa. After each of
these mass killings, you
have held press conferenc-
es and roundtables prom-
ising things would change.
After the slaughter of 19
children and two teachers
in Uvalde, those broken
promises have never rung
more hollow. The time to
take real action is now.

 “Thoughts and prayers”
are not enough. Lamenting
the fact that “evil” walks
among us is not enough.
Laying the blame at the
feet of a broken mental
health care system—that
you and other state lead-
ers continue to underfund
severely—is not enough.
We need evidence-based,
common sense gun safety
laws. Without a doubt, if at
least some of the measures
noted above had been
passed since 2018, then
many lives could have been
saved.

 We must address the
p h y s i c a l  a n d  m e n t a l
health of our nation, and
confront the public health
issue at hand—gun vio-
lence. Guns should not be
easier  to  access  than
health insurance, baby for-
mula, voting, books and
enlisting in the military.
We are not trying to take
away Second Amendment
rights. Instead, we are ask-
ing for reasonable laws or
restrictions that will create
a safer Texas for all of us.
Taking action requires
bravery. The proposed so-
lutions are not new. We
cannot wait for another
tragedy to occur. Texas has
the power to protect its
people; it is time we do so.

We ask you, Lieutenant
Governor Patrick and
Speaker Phelan to step up
and join us in passing com-
mon sense gun safety mea-
sures that are supported
by a vast majority of Tex-
ans and could help keep a
gun out of the hands of the
next would-be mass shoot-
er.

The Texas Senate Democratic
Caucus represents urban and rural
communities across the state, serving
more than 12 million Texans. The 13
current members are Chair Carol Al-
varado (Houston), Vice Chair Nathan
Johnson (Dallas), John Whitmire
(Houston), Judith Zaffirini (Laredo),
Eddie Lucio, Jr. (Brownsville), Royce
West (Dallas), Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa
(McAllen), José Menéndez (San Anto-
nio), Borris Miles (Houston), Beverly
Powell (Fort Worth), Sarah Eckhardt
(Austin), Roland Gutierrez (San An-
tonio) and César Blanco (El Paso)..

Sen. Carol
Alvarado on
Gun Safety
Reform
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Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2022 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: info@crosbytaxes.com

Maximum Tax Savings

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Milestones Page Sponsors

Call 713-266-3444 to join to
join sponsorship of this
page. Thank you.

Siding &
Roof Repairs

Mobile Home Skirting
Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

BIRTHDAYS
Jun 2--Martha Keyes

Bettie Woosley
Jun 4--Whitney Sain

Mary Ann Stone
Michael Taylor
Patricia E. Sparks

Jun 5--John Abbott
James Allen
Amanda Taylor
Teresa Griffith

Jun 6--Barbara Nelson
Jesse Smith
Darlene Walter

Jun 7--David Dunlap
Ray Stanley
Ruby Wendler

Jun 8--Nathan Abbott
Jun 9--John David Gross

Beuana Cumbiek
Jun 10--Kimberly Minter

Cassie Scott
Charles Massey
Lisa Worthen

ANNIVERSARIES
Jun 2--Glen & Nell

Salters
Jun 4--Donnie &

Connie Larrison
Jun 6--Randy & Nita

Sloan
Jun 8--Judy & Allen

Dunn
Joe & Elizabeth Price
Jun 10--Christ & Pam

Mosley

✯
IN THE
STARS

OBITUARIES
✯

Jarrod K. LaPlante,
45, of Huffman, TX,
passed away from this
life too soon May 18th,
2022. He was born
January 22nd, 1977, in
Houston to parents Rex
LaPlante, III and
Wanda Kaye Kidd.

He graduated from
Hargrave HS in Huff-
man and played
football. After high
school, he worked in
construction. He went
on to become a skilled
and meticulous renova-
tor of homes and
businesses. He learned
this trade from life-
long friend Chuck
Cates.

He loved to cook,
especially gumbo and
grilling. He had a
hidden passion for
writing poetry. He

enjoyed playing with
his numerous nieces
and nephews making
them laugh and smile.
He was a very loving
and kind-hearted soul
being greatly missed.

Jarrod is preceded by
his grandparents Clyde
and Maudie Flowers
and Rex LaPlante, II
and wife Gloria.

Jarrod is survived by
his daughter Macee,
his grandchildren, his

father Rex LaPlante,
III and wife Gloria, his
mother Wanda Kaye
Kidd and husband
James, his brothers
Rex LaPlante, IV and
wife Ana, Seth LaPlan-
te and wife Tracy, Sean
LaPlante and wife
Melanie Anne, Devin
LaPlante and wife
Melanie, his sister,
Addie LaPlante.

Services are in care
of Sterling-White
Funeral Home &
Cemetery, 11011
Crosby-Lynchburg
Road, Highlands.
Services will be June 3,
1-3:00 p.m.

The family is asking
for donations to cover
expenses at https://
gofund.me/c2a50d9c.

JARROD K. LAPLANTE

By: Kristyn Hunt Cathey
The Goose Creek CISD Bilingual,

ESL and Migrant Education depart-
ment held its first A Bright Beginning
graduation on May 19th. Three students
and their parents completed the pro-
gram. Dr. Pilar Moreno-Recio, Director
of Bilingual/ESL and Migrant Educa-
tion, and Mario Rico, MEP Support Li-
aison, led the program. The students
performed and Andreina Diaz, Migrant
Recruiter and NGS specialist, present-
ed them with their diplomas.

A Bright Beginning is a program de-
signed to foster oral language and ear-
ly literacy development for three and
four-year old students, by working with
the parent and child in their home. The
curriculum is aligned with the revised

A Bright Beginning for
Migrant Students in GCCISD

A Bright Beginning Class of 2022 graduates:  Jordan Pulido, Rafael Pantoja and
Kylie Ybarra.

Texas Pre-K guidelines. Once a student
completes the program, they will begin
to understand the relationships be-
tween oral language, print, and the
tools of literacy; thus, becoming better
prepared for school.

The Migrant Education program is
designed to provide and support pro-
grams that help migrant students over-
come the challenges of mobility,
cultural and language barriers, social
isolation and other difficulties associ-
ated with a migratory lifestyle. These
efforts are aimed at helping migrant
students succeed in school and success-
fully transition to post-secondary edu-
cation or employment.

Photo taken by Carrie Pryor-New-
man:

GOOSE CREEK NEWS

McPhee Rotary Scholarship
awarded to Nathan Cavazos

Nathan Cavazos, from Crosby isd, was awarded the
2022 Pat McPhee Rotarian Scholarship at the
Highlands Rotary Awards Banquet on May 9th at the
Highlands Community Center.

The award was presented by Barbara McPhee,
widow of Rotarian Pat McPhee.

Cavazos will attend Texas A&M and major in
Petroleum Engineering. He is also in the Top 10 of his
graduation class. $32,000 was awarded in
scholarships by the Rotary Club, from proceeds
generated by the Annual Chili Feast.

Cassie Stanley named
new co-admin for
Highlands History
Group
By Cynthia Wotipka
Boland

I am very excited to an-
nounce that Cassie Stan-
ley has been promoted to
be co-admin of our High-
lands, Texas History
group!

Although I’ve known
most of the Stanley fami-
ly for 50+ years, I had
never met Cassie until to-
day when I came to High-
lands and made a special
stop to meet her! I want-
ed to ask her in person to
step up to be my assistant
and I’m so glad that she
said yes! Cassie is a nat-

ural for the team and she
stepped right in to the
Moderator job about two
years ago and just nailed
it! Please take a minute
to congratulate Cassie
and thank her for her
dedication and new role!

The rest of the admin
team is Tara McKinney,
Glenda Rodgers Wyatt,
Kathy Cutchin and Cary
Hall. We will be looking
for one more Moderator
to start training so if this
is something that you are
interested in, please con-
tact Cassie or myself.
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CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED

A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

CONCRETE CONCRETECONCRETE

20-6T all

HELP WANTED

Yard Maintainer
person needed. Part
time or Full time.
Highlands area. Call
281-843-2626

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER
JOURNALIST/EDITOR

Position available for journalist or
manager with local newspaper.

Experienced in writing, interviewing,
sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Salary
plus benefits. Send letter of interest

to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com

PRINTING &
MAILING
Full Service
Marketing Services.
713-977-2555

               tfn

SERVICES

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

INTERN AT A NEWSPAPER
Part Time Position available for
person interested in learning all

phases of the news business. Will
experience writing, interviewing,

sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Send

letter of interest to
nenewsroom@aol.com

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER MARKETING/
SALES PERSON

Position available for AD SALES
representative. Experience helpful but not
necessary. Possible to work from home.
Suitable for Part Time, or Full Time.
Commission plus. Send letter of interest
to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com or call 713-
252-8000

HELP WANTED

HOUSEKEEPER
1 Day a Week in
Highlands.
281-426-2878
K.L.Thompson@
frontier.com

19-2T

CEMETERY
PLOTS

CEMETERY
PLOTS

BROOKSIDE CEMETERY
2 PLOTS AVAILABLE IN SECTION 20,

PINE RIDGE

2022 VALUED @ $6995. EACH
ASKING $5250 (OBO)

+ TRANSFER FEE

C: 832-915-1212    C: 713-419-0744
19-2T all

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that Original Letters
Testamentary for Docket No. 503202;
Estate of THOMAS HOWARD PARTEN
Deceased; In Probate Court No. 2 of Harris
County, Texas, were issued on APRIL 27,
2022.

RITA JEAN MILLER

The residence address of the
administrator is in Harris County, Texas.
The mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 E. Wallisville Road

Highlands, TX 77562

All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present them
within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.
Dated this MAY 16, 2022.

by   WESTON COTTEN
    Attorney for the Estate

MARKET PLACEMARKET PLACE
When you call these Advertisers, this

Newspaper receives a referral fee, whether you
purchase of not. You can help the Newspaper
by calling with an inquiry. THANK YOU.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that Original Letters
Testamentary for Docket No. 503804;
Estate of GARY LYNN SPURGEON
Deceased; In Probate Court No. 2 of Harris
County, Texas, were issued on APRIL 14,
2022.

MARIAH JANE SPURGEON

The residence address of the
administrator is in Harris County, Texas.
The mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 E. Wallisville Road

Highlands, TX 77562

All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present them
within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.
Dated this MAY 6, 2022.

by   WESTON COTTEN
    Attorney for the Estate

A PLACE FOR MOM

The nation’s largest senior
living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local
experts today! Our service
is FREE/no obligation.
CALL 1-855-972-7919

SENIOR HOME
CARE

SENIOR HOME
CARE

Back Issues are available in PDF
format on our websites:

www.starcouriernews.com and
www.northchannelstar.com
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Uvalde mass shooting stirs
up Gun Control debate

PROTESTS MOUNT AT NRA CONVENTION

BETO O’ROURKE AND SHEILA JACKSON LEE AT THE NRA PROTEST AT DISCOVERY
GREEN LAST FRIDAY. SEE STORY FOR BETO’S REMARKS.
(Photo Courtesy Courthouse News/Karen Yip)

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 then the Auction starting
at 6pm.

T h e  b i g  w e e k e n d
comes up starting Friday
night June 10th with
FFA and 4-H Day at
10am,  and  then  the
C.P.R.A. Championship
Rodeo at 7:30pm. The
concert that evening is by
J o s h  W a r d  a n d  J o n
Wolfe.

On Saturday, June 11
the Little Wrangler Ro-
deo will be held, starting
at 10am in the Arena.
And who doesn’t love
“Mutton Bustin?”

That evening the last
Rodeo event will be held,
and the concert will be
Dos Borrachos, otherwise
known as Kevin Fowler &
Roger Creager.

There will also be a
Raffle held as part of the
Rodeo, and prizes include
a 2022 John Deere Gator
4-wheeler, a Ruger rifle,
and a Springfield pistol.
Chances are $100, and
there will only be 350
sold.

Admission to  each
night of the Crosby Rodeo
is $15 for adults ($20 day
of the show), and $5 for
children. Tickets are
available through the
C R F  w e b s i t e ,
www.crosbyrodeo.com.

Crosby Rodeo
starts June 3,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Drew Parker is an
American musical
artist who rose to
prominence coming
from a small,
unincorporated town
of Stewart, Georgia
(located in Covington,
Georgia),within a few
years in the Country
music industry. He is
best known for his
popular folk-rock
songs such as
“California Ain’t For
Ya”, “Party in the
Back” and “Just
Asking”, among

SATURDAY, JUNE 4
Drew Parker

Bag of Donuts is a
New Orleans party
band that taps into
the city’s long
tradition of costumes
and great music to
bring New Orleans to
wherever you are. as
highly skilled
musicians with a flair
for the fantastical play
all the classics.
Together, these hits
are what Bag of
Donuts calls
Superpop, a genre of
“just the hits”, from

FRIDAY, JUNE 3
Bag of Donuts

others.
Parker made the

move to Nashville,
Tennessee in 2015
and signed a
publishing deal with
RiverHouse/
WarnerChappell in
September of 2017.
He is a co-writer on
Luke Combs’ debut
platinum record “This
Ones For You”, Jake
Owen’s single
“Homemade” and
Luke Combs’ “1,2
Many”.

deaths from mass shoot-
ings increased sharply.

The NRA convention
drew a crowd of about
55,000 over 3 days, ac-
cording to the city. Dem-
onstrators called for a
cancellation of the con-
vention, but the City of
Houston claimed that
contractually they were
unable.

Speakers at the con-
vention included Donald
Trump and Ted Cruz,
but others including
John Cornyn, Governor
Greg Abbott, and Dan
Patrick cancelled their
appearances due to the
proximity to the Uvalde
massacre.

Trump in his speech
called for a series of mea-
sures that largely mir-
r o r e d  w h a t  o t h e r
Republicans had pro-
posed throughout the
day: Schools with a sin-
g l e  e n t r y w a y ,  w i t h
armed guards stationed
there, and exit-only fire
escapes. He also said
some teachers should be
allowed to carry fire-
arms.

Texas Gov. Greg Ab-
bott canceled his planned
appearance at the NRA
convention and instead
pre-recorded a video in
which he was dismissive
of calls for gun reforms.

“ R e m e m b e r  t h i s :
There are thousands of
laws on the books across
the country that limit the

owning or using of fire-
arms, laws that have not
stopped madmen from
carrying out evil acts on
innocent people in peace-
ful communities,” he
said.

In his remarks, Ted
Cruz said “The only way
to stop a bad guy with a
gun is a good guy with a
gun,”

Cruz ,  meanwhi le ,
blamed a “cultural sick-
ness,” including father-
less children and video
games, for mass shoot-
ings. He said schools
should have a single en-
try point defended by
multiple armed guards.

In celebration of its
150th anniversary, the
NRA went big for its Tex-
as meeting, with a sign
outside the convention
center promising “14
acres of guns and gear.”

Guns of all shapes and
sizes were on display,
from antique pistols to
automatic weapons, with
some decorated in cam-
ouflage and others in
American flags. Hun-
dreds of vendors set up
booths for the weekend,
selling ammunition and
a variety of gun para-
phernalia.

Outside the conven-
tion center, thousands
gathered for a protest or-
ganized by gun control
advocacy groups includ-
ing  the Harris County
Democratic Party.

Many there said they
were furious that the
NRA would go on with its
convention after a school
shooting in the state just
days earlier.

The focus of those pro-
testing in Houston on
Friday, in speeches and
interviews, was on guns.
Many argued for a ban
on the sale of assault ri-
fles.

Among the demon-
s t r a t o r s  w a s  B e t o
O’Rourke, the Democrat-
ic challenger to Governor
Greg Abbott in Novem-
ber’s general election.
Beto has called for “red
flag” laws and a ban on
the  sa le  o f  AR-15s ,
sought to extend an olive
branch to NRA members.

“To those who are at-
tending the NRA conven-
tion across the street:
You are not our enemies.
We are not yours. We ex-
tend our hand, open and
unarmed, in a gesture of
peace and fellowship, to
welcome you to join us to
make sure this no longer
happens in this country,”
O’Rourke said during a
speech at the protest.

“But the time for you
to respond and join us is
now. We cannot wait any
longer for you,” he said.
“Those who will be the
victims of the next mass
shooting unless we act
are counting on us at this
moment. So please join
us now or be left behind.”

the 60’s all the way
through today.

What started almost
30 years ago as a few
New Orleans locals
with a knack for music
and a little bit of face
paint has since grown
into a national
phenomenon. Bag of
Donuts has played
over 3,000+ live
shows, including an
annual slot at the
Internationally
recognized French
Quarter Festival.

Da’Vonte Mouton
earns B.S. from
Concordia
University, NE

SEWARD, NE (05/09/
2022)— Da’Vonte Mouton
of Crosby, Texas, earned a
B.S. from Concordia Uni-
versity, Nebraska.

On May 7, Concordia
University ,  Nebraska
awarded undergraduate
and graduate degrees to
more than 400 graduates.
The Class of 2022 was hon-
ored during undergradu-
a t e  a n d  g r a d u a t e
commencement ceremo-
nies.

At the ceremony, Con-
cordia President Dr. Ber-
nard Bull  encouraged
graduates to embrace op-
portunities with a combi-
nation of boldness and
humility while using their
gifts, talents and abilities
to serve God and others.
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