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Mt. Rose Church will host a
Back2School Giveaway,
Food Giveaway, and Blood
Drive on Saturday, August
13, 2022, from 9am – 12pm
at 13000 Crosby Lynchburg
Rd., Crosby, Texas 77532.
The event will take place on
the church’s parking lot and
is open to the entire
community to receive. There
will be FREE SCHOOL
SUPPLIES, FOOD DISTRIBU-
TION, PRAYER STATIONS,
and a variety of items.
Blood Drive Donors will
receive: Free T-Shirt, Voucher
for a Free Pint of Blue Bell
Ice Cream, Voucher for Free
Medium Hot or Iced Coffee
AND a Free Donut from
Dunkin’ Donuts!
For more information, please
contact 281-328-1314 or
visit www.mtrosecogic.org.

AUG. 13, SAT.
Back 2 School At
Mt. Rose Church

Back-2-School
First Day of
Classes:
DISTRICT: DATE:
HISD AUG 22 MON
ALDINE AUG 17 WED

GALENA PARK AUG 11 THU
CHANNELVIEW AUG 15 MON
SHELDON AUG 17 WED

HUFFMAN AUG 10 WED
CROSBY AUG 11 THU
GOOSE CREEK AUG 10 WED

BARBERS HILL AUG 17 WED
DAYTON AUG 11 THU

BIRTHDAYS
Aug 11--Christi Bobalik

Bobby Glenn Smith
Kristin Moseley
Raymond Oliver
Tiffany Cutbirth

Aug 12--Ashley Adams
Richard Finnels
Kenneth Ray Neatherlin, Jr.
Amy Rucka
Dianne Thompkins
Roy Cutbirth

Aug 13- Christeen Cutbirth
Aug 15--Sherry Kelley

David Langham
Beverly Nuckols
Elizabeth Price
Becky Williams

Aug 16-- William Don Car-
wile
B.L. Owens

Aug 17--Amanda Abbott
Rhonda Brewer
Amy Chase
Amy Murphy
Thomas Parrish
Katherine Young

ANNIVERSARIES
Aug 12--Rick & Deborah

Nibbe
Aug 14--Joe & Polly

Lowden
Aug 15--Rusty & Maria

Williamson
Aug 18--Bruce & Debbie

Mercer

Harris County plans $1.2 bond
issue for November ballot

HOUSTON – Harris
County leaders took the
first step to put a $1.2 bil-
lion bond referendum on
the November 8 ballot. The
proposal would devote
$100 million to public safe-
ty facilities and technolo-
gy, $900 million to roads,
drainage, and transporta-
tion projects, and $200 mil-
lion to parks.

Commissioners voted 3-
2 along party lines to au-
thorize multiple county
departments to develop a
capital improvement bond
proposal .  Judge Lina
Hidalgo set conditions for
casting her vote with her

fellow Democrats, Com-
missioners Adrian Garcia
and Rodney Ellis.

“The guidelines should
include a ‘worst-first’ ap-
proach to match funds to
the greatest need, with at
least $220 million to be
spent in each precinct and
$100 million to be set aside
for public safety,” Hidalgo
said.

The “worst-first” re-
quirement addresses a
concern that Commission-
er Ellis raised, citing past
bond initiatives where
poorer neighborhoods like
those in his Precinct 1
were shortchanged.

“There ought to be some
money set aside, in my
judgment, for those areas
that have been historical-
ly neglected,” Ellis said.
“And one would just have
to feign a lack of intelli-
gence, or just have a total
inability to see, to say that
this county has been equi-
table in how it has spent
transportation money over
the last 30 years.”

The language defining
which specific projects the
bond would fund remains
uncertain.

“I do think we should
have a list by the time the
item goes to the voters,”

Judge Hidalgo said. “We do
know that the bond would
build or repair roughly 300
miles of county roads, cre-
ate or improve close to 80
parks, that it would reduce
flooding potential for about
13,000 residents through
drainage improvements,
(and) that it would im-
prove road safety for over
20 miles of high-injury in-
tersections. So, that’s just
what we got from the Bud-
get Office.”

By state law, counties
must call for bond elections
no sooner than 90 days be-
fore the designated elec-
tion day and no later than

78 days before it. Since
that window falls between
Harris County Commis-
sioners Court meetings,
commissioners will need to
convene a special meeting
between August 12 and
August 22 to take the for-
mal vote to schedule the
bond referendum.

Daniel Ramos, execu-
tive director of the Office
of Management and Bud-
get, said that if passed, the
bond would cost the owner
of a $300,000 home an ex-
tra $32 per year in taxes

Continued. See County plans
$1.2b bond issue, Page 5

Gun BuyBack takes 845 guns off Street
HOUSTON- Due to an

overwhelming response
from the public, the One
Safe Houston Gun Buy-
back collected 845 fire-
arms and distributed
nearly $100,000 in gift
cards on Saturday, July
30. As a result of the un-
precedented response, the
event, which began at 8
a.m. and was scheduled to
end at noon, did not con-
clude until almost 7 p.m.,
when the last person col-

lected a handful of gift
cards.Earlier in the day,
dozens of vehicles were
turned away due to de-
mand and long lines. How-
ever, more than 150 people
were given priority vouch-
ers for a place in line at the
next gun buyback. Mayor
Sylvester Turner and the
Houston Police Depart-
ment will announce a date
soon for a second event.

“We used best practices
to plan and hold today’s

event. I did not know what
to expect, and the turnout
was overwhelming,” said
Houston Mayor Sylvester
Turner. “The turnout dem-
onstrates there are too
many guns on our streets,
and people want to get
them out of their posses-
sion. The gun buyback is
not the only solution, but
we can and will make our

Officers from HPD and HCSO check guns turned in.
Continued. See Gun
BuyBack, Page 5

You are invited to Constable
Sherman Eagleton’s Pork
Chop Dinner & Auction
Fundraiser, at the Baytown
Fairgrounds, 7900 N. Main
St. Thursday, Aug. 18 from
4pm to 8pm, with Live
Entertainment. $10
Donation.

AUG. 18, THU.
Eagleton Pork
Chop Dinner
Fundraiser

COUNTY PROVIDES
$48M FOR CHILDCARE

New program funded
by American Rescue Plan
funds will allocate histor-
ic $48 million dollar in-
vestment for childcare
and early childhood devel-
opment

HARRIS  COUNTY -
June 14, 2022, In a 3 to 2
vote, commissioners court ap-
proved a new program invest-
ing $48 million American
Rescue Plan (ARPA) funds for
childcare and early childhood
development in Harris Coun-
ty. It is the largest known in-
vestment of ARPA dollars by
any county or city in the na-
tion for early childhood edu-
cation.

“Early childhood programs
have one of the strongest re-
turns on investment of any
type of public program. Those
positive effects also endure
throughout the child’s life,
increasing their graduation
rates and future earnings
while reducing any possible
contact with the criminal jus-
tice system,” said Judge
Hidalgo. “ We have an obliga-
tion to go beyond just the min-
imum standard of funding
roads and bridges and public
safety. We also have an obli-
gation to support our next

generation of workers and in-
novators and leaders.”

The program will increase
accessibility to high quality
childcare and early childhood
development by 10% in the
third-largest county in the
nat ion .  Approx imate ly
105,000 children aged 0-3
withworking parents live in a
quality child care desert in
which there are few or no af-
fordable options for quality
child care in their area. Due
to the high cost of childcare,
often one parent is forced to
stay home, preventing them
from entering the workforce
and costing families lost wag-
es.

Since 2020, numerous
childcare facilities have been
forced to close due to the pan-
demic, adding burden to ex-
isting childcare deserts. This
investment seeks to help
childcare centers recover and
stabilize financially so they
can remain open while also
providing childcare workers a
liveable wage to help recruit
and retain staff.

Judge Lina Hidalgo has
led a groundbreaking effort to

Continued. See $48m
for Childcare, Page 5

Russia sentences
Griner to 9 years
Swap or Appeal is possible

During her trial, Brittney Griner was kept in a metal
cage in the courtroom. Here she displays a photo of
her teammates supporting her.

RUSSIA – Houston Na-
tive and Aldine Nimitz
graduate Brittney Griner,
was found guilty of drug
possession and sentenced
to 9 years in prison last
week, as her trial ended.
Although her attorneys
had sought a minimum
sentence, under Russian
law this was one year short
of the maximum 10 years
possible.

However, Russia subse-
quently indicated by com-
m e n t s  f r o m  F o r e i g n
Minister Sergey Lavrov
that a prisoner swap that
involved several other
American and Russian
prisoners might be possi-
ble. He warned the United
States government that
any discussions of this
matter must remain pri-
vate, as they develop.

The Kremlin said Fri-
day that it’s open to talk-
i n g  a b o u t  a  p o s s i b l e
prisoner exchange involv-
ing American basketball
star Brittney Griner but
strongly warned Washing-

Continued. See Griner
Sentenced to 9 years, p. 5

ton against publicizing the
issue.

Griner, a two-time U.S.
Olympic champion and an
eight-time all-star with the
WNBA’s Phoenix Mercury,
has been detained in Rus-
sia since Feb. 17 after po-
lice at a Moscow airport
said they found vape car-
tridges containing can-

nabis oil in her luggage.
A judge convicted the

31-year-old athlete Thurs-
day of drug possession and
smuggling, and sentenced
her to nine years in pris-
on. The politically charged
case comes amid high ten-
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GOOSE CREEK CISD
NEWS

Congratulations are in order for
the Goose Creek CISD Board of
Trustees. They, along with four oth-
er school districts from across the
state of Texas, were selected as Hon-
or School Boards as part of the 2022
TASA School Board Awards.

Each year, the program recogniz-
es outstanding Texas school boards
for commitment and service that has
made a positive impact on Texas
public school students. The five Hon-
or Boards were selected by a com-
mittee of Texas school
superintendents, chaired by Aledo
ISD Superintendent Susan Bohn,
whose school board was named the
Outstanding School Board for 2021.
The selection committee’s decisions
were based on criteria that include:
support for educational perfor-
mance, support for educational im-
provement projects, commitment to
a code of ethics, and maintenance of
harmonious and supportive relation-
ships among board members.

Along with Goose Creek CISD,
four school boards were selected as
2022 Texas Honor School Boards.
They include: East Chambers ISD
Board of Trustees, Lubbock-Cooper
ISD Board of Trustees, Lyford CISD
Board of Trustees, and  Quinlan ISD
Board of Trustees.

The School Board Awards Com-
mittee stated that the Goose Creek
CISD board was notable for a num-
ber of reasons, including the well-
developed long-range plan they have
created for the district and their pol-
icy for gaining community input.

GCCISD Board of Trustees
Selected for Honor Board

The board also seeks and incorpo-
rates feedback from the district’s
student advisory council on some
policy matters. Overall, the commit-
tee was impressed by the relation-
ships that Goose Creek Board
members have cultivated and how
well-integrated they are into the
community. Superintendent Randal
O’Brien said of the board in his nom-
ination: “While it was a difficult
school year for all of us, we continue
to receive positive feedback from our
families about the stellar efforts of
our campus and district teams.
Without the dedication of our board
and absolute commitment to do
whatever it takes to ensure our stu-
dents’ success, we would not have
been able to have completed the
school year so smoothly.”

While this is the first time in the
award program’s history that the
boards of East Chambers ISD, Goose
Creek CISD, and Lyford CISD have
been selected as statewide honor
boards, Quinlan ISD’s board was
chosen as an honor board in 2002,
and Lubbock-Cooper’s board was an
honor board in 1997.

The five boards are now finalists
for the program’s highest honor:
2022 Outstanding School Board.
They will be interviewed September
23 at the TASA|TASB
Convention in San Antonio, where
one board will be named Outstand-
ing School Board later that day. The
other Honor Boards, as well as the
regional winners, will also be recog-
nized at that time.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES:
FRONT ROW, Richard Clem, Jessica Woods, Howard Sampson, Tiffany Guy
BACK ROW, Mercedes Renteria III, Helen Berrott-Tims, Shae Cottar
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Houston Methodist Hospital Baytown
Signs It’s Time to See a Cardiologist

Dr. Zohair Raza

SABINE PASS — The
Texas General Land
Office (GLO) and multiple
partners are set to begin
work on the restoration of
approximately 17 miles of
the McFaddin National
Wildlife Refuge (NWR)
shoreline in Jefferson and
Chambers counties.

The restoration
project will span from
High Island to Sea Rim
State Park and will
improve the shoreline by
widening its beaches to
better
accommodate recreation,
stabilizing the
shoreline against further
erosion by planting native
species and constructing
dunes, as well
as protecting its marsh
system, which acts as a
critical habitat for wildlife.

Beach closures for this
project will begin on
August 10, 2022 and occur
in approximately 4-mile
sections. The public is
asked to respect posted
warnings and avoid
driving vehicles in
designated work zones or
active construction areas.
Please note that violations
will be subject to citation.
Once closed sections
have been completed, the
restored areas will be
opened to the public for
use. Construction is
expected to continue
through December 2023.

The GLO is committed
to preserving
Texas’ coastal
environment through
continuous efforts to keep
our beaches clean, safe,
and easily accessible to
the public. Through this
restoration project and
others like it, the GLO will
continue to partner
with coastal communities
to preserve the future of
the Texas coast.

Project partners
include McFaddin NWR,
Jefferson County,
Chambers County,
National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation (NFWF),
Natural Resources
Damage Assessment
(NRDA), Deepwater
Horizon Texas Trustees,
United States Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS),
Resources and
Ecosystems Sustainability,
Tourist Opportunities,
Revived Economies of the
Gulf Coast States Act
(RESTORE), and Salt
Bayou Workgroup.

Shoreline
Restoration
Work to Begin
at McFaddin
National
Wildlife Refuge

Given that heart dis-
ease remains the nation’s
No. 1 killer of adults, it
hardly needs noting that
keeping the organ in peak
condition should be a top
priority.

Doctors habitually pro-
m o t e  e x e r c i s e  a n d  a
healthy diet to reduce their
risk of heart disease. But
people still develop heart
issues, one reason someone
in the U.S. dies from car-
diovascular disease every
36 seconds.

It’s also a reason more
people should see a cardi-
ologist. Specialists in dis-
eases of the heart and
blood vessels, cardiologists
administer and evaluate
tests, manage patients’
risk factors, determine the
best treatment and pre-
vent complications.

Dr. Zohair Raza, a car-
diologist at Houston Meth-
odist Baytown, lays out the
symptoms that warrant an
immediate visit to a cardi-
ologist, the risk factors
that signal you already
should have a cardiologist
and what to expect at your
first appointment, includ-
ing specific tests. His bot-
tom-line message: It ’s

almost never too soon to
see a cardiologist.

“I would say the earlier,
the better,” says Dr. Raza.
“You never want to wait
too long.”
WHO SHOULD SCHEDULE
AN APPOINTMENT?

Definitely see a cardiol-
ogist if you’re experienc-
ing:

*Chest pain
*Shortness of breath
*Abnormally fast or

slow heart rate
*Swelling in your legs
*Dizziness or fainting

“Sometimes people don’t
have these classic symp-
toms, but they would still
benefit from seeing a car-
diologist because they
know they’re not doing
well,” says Dr. Raza. “It is
also good to know where
you stand in the spectrum
of your cardiovascular
health, from knowledge to
practice.”

Ideally, it doesn’t come
to an acute issue. The best
time to seek out a cardiol-
ogist is based on risk
factors before symptoms
hit.
WHAT RISK FACTORS MAKE
YOU A CANDIDATE?

It’s time to schedule an
appointment if you have
any of the following key
risk factors:

1. A family history of
heart disease

2. A history of smok-
ing

3. Diabetes
4. High cholesterol
5. High blood pres-

sure

WHAT SHOULD YOU
EXPECT AT YOUR
APPOINTMENT WITH A
CARDIOLOGIST?

Dr. Raza says your first
cardiology appointment
will include a complete as-
sessment of your symp-
toms, an analysis of your
risk factors and an esti-
mate of where you stand in

terms of tests needed.
Presumably, your pri-

mary care doctor already
has conducted tests to de-
termine your cholesterol,
glucose and blood pres-
sure. Depending on your
condition, your cardiologist
could order any of a num-
ber of additional tests, in-
cluding:

*An exercise cardiac
stress test: determines
how your heart responds
when it’s working its hard-
est

*An electrocardiogram:
records your heart’s elec-
trical activity to check for
different conditions

*An echocardiogram:
checks how your heart’s
chambers and valves are
pumping blood

*A coronary artery cal-
cium scoring test: uses
computerized tomography
(CT) to detect calcified
plaque on the artery

*A CT or invasive coro-
nary angiogram: both use
a powerful X-ray machine
to produce images of your
heart and its blood vessels

*A cardiac MRI: produc-
es still or moving pictures
o f  t h e  b l o o d  f l o w i n g
through the heart

Dr. Raza says everyone,
especially those with risk
factors, should get the cal-
cium scoring test. The
more evidence of calcium
and thickening seen in the
inside lining of the arter-
ies, the higher the score.
The higher your CAC
score, the more likely you
are to develop heart dis-
ease or have an event such
as a heart attack or stroke.

In any event, Dr. Raza
says you really can’t go
wrong with scheduling an
appointment with a cardi-
ologist.

“A cardiologist just pro-
vides an additional per-
spective, a focus on your
cardiovascular health as
opposed to your general
heart,” says Dr. Raza. “We
help you do what you need
to do to prevent cardiovas-
cular disease, which is the
important question to
avoid premature death. So,
one visit a year, or once
every couple of years, is
definitely worth it.”

For more information or
to schedule an appoint-
ment with a cardiologist,
h e a d  t o
houstonmethodist.org/bay-
town or call 832.556.6625.

Baytown Walk to End
Alzheimer’s is scheduled
for Saturday, October 1,
2022, 8 a.m., Jenkins
Park, 4334 Crosby Cedar
Bayou Rd, Baytown, TX
77521.  Please help us
meet the Challenge of
Conquering Alzheimer’s
Disease for families who
suffer with the disease.
The pandemic changed in
2020 how we walk, but
did not change the need
to walk. There is still a
“NEED to Walk to End
Alzheimer’s” – which will
be happening.

 All walk participants
that raise $100 will re-
ceive their Walk t-shirt,
in their selected size for
Walk day. $250 or more
will have name added to
sponsor list on t-shirt. Al-

Pilot Club Plans 25th Baytown Walk to End
Alzheimer’s for October 1, 2022

Pilots are excited! Join us as we plan this Alzheimer’s Walk for October 1 at Jenkins Park.
The Pilot July program meeting was dedicated to kicking off the 2022 Baytown Walk to
End Alzheimer’s!  Ask any Pilot “How”?  “Register on line!!” – “join our team!!” “form a team”.
Pictured Pilots are Susan Pitts, Stephanie Fitzgerald, Judy Wheat, Dolores Ellis, Helen Gerlich,
Carol Badillo, Terry Presley, Janet Hall, Celia Johnson, Carolyn Parrish, Susan Passmore,
Cindy Nettles, Valerie Burton, and Susan Moore Fontenot.

most everyone we know
has a relative or friend
who is either a caregiver
or is in some stage of the
disease.   Proceeds go to

The Greater Houston
Alzheimer’s Association,
to provide programs and
services to benefit care-
givers and patients.

 You can help in many
ways.  Walk with friends,
family, & colleagues in
support of families with
Alzheimer’s.

Your participation is
vital to ending Alzhe-
imer’s! Register with any
Pilot member or register
online at visit: http://
act.alz.org/baytown. For
more information, please
call 281-424-7838.

 Pilot’s mission is to in-
fluence positive change
around the world – Pilots
“Do More” “Care More”
“Be More”.  Brain relat-
ed projects is an impor-
tant focus. See   https://
www.pilotinternational.org/
.  For local Pilot Club, see
www.pilotclubofbaytown.org
and “Like” The Pilot Club
of Baytown Facebook
page.  For information
about joining Pilot as a
volunteer, call any Pilot
member or 281-424-7838.

✯
THOUGHTS  FROM
HILLSIDE  CHURCH

By Dr. Mark Trice

Christians share one
great thing in common:
Community. This is never
so evident as during hard
times. When something big
happens that affects a
member of our community,
we leap into action. Wheth-
er it’s cleanup after a hur-
r i c a n e  o r  t o r n a d o ,
supporting one another
during major illnesses, of-
fering compassion to those
who have lost loved ones, or
making door drops for
homebound covid sufferers,
we are there.

In John 13:35 (NLT)
Jesus said, “Your love for
one another will prove to

Acting, not Reacting
the world that you are my
disciples.” And there it is.
Those of us who truly love
and serve the Lord strive to
show the love of God to one
another. This verse specif-
ically addresses loving our
brothers and sisters in the
Lord, but there are other
verses that challenge us
even more. They push us to
love like Jesus loved.

In Matthew 5:44-45a
(NLT), Jesus declares, “But
I say, love your enemies!
Pray for those who perse-
cute you! In that way, you
will be acting as true chil-
dren of your Father in
heaven.”

We all want change in
the world. We want the en-
emies of God to get their
heads on straight and start
seeing truth. But change
like that doesn’t just hap-
pen. Change starts with us.
So we have to ask ourselves
this question. “How do our
actions influence that
change?” The Word says
that, if we love our enemies,
then we are acting as true
children of our Father in
heaven. These are great
words, an awesome stan-
dard to strive for. Do we
live up to it? Really?

How do we respond
when we’re attacked? Do

we act in love, or do we re-
act in the flesh? Do we, per-
haps, try to outshout our
attacker…or worse? Don’t
get me wrong, presenting
the truth is of vital impor-
tance and we must not be
silent, but the way we
present truth makes a huge
difference in how that truth
is received.

We are told to love our
enemies for a reason. As 1
Corinthians 13:8 assures
us, love never fails. There
is unbelievable power in
actively choosing to love
our enemies, to pray for
them, to ask God to bless
them like Jesus compels us

to in The Beatitudes. Luke
6:28 (NLT): “Bless those
who curse you. Pray for
those who hurt you.” The
blessing of God is mighty
beyond our imagining, and
it can change the heart of
the worst sinner out there.

If we really want change,
we need to keep on speak-
ing God’s truth, but we also
need to show genuine love
and make a point of hitting
our knees on behalf of those
who so obviously need
God’s touch.

We need to act, not re-
act.

www.myhillsidefamily.com
@myhillsidefamily

After receiving significant
rainfall, the drought index
for Chambers County has
dropped below drought
levels, alleviating the
need for a ban on outdoor
burning.  In addition,
Chambers county is
expected to receive more
rainfall this week.
However, please exercise
caution during any legal
burning activities, and
always monitor burning at
all times.  For more
information:  https://
www.tceq.texas.gov/
downloads/publications/rg/
outdoor-burning-in-texas-
rg-49.pdf

Burn Ban
Lifted in
Chambers
County
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POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

“Lulu”

DSHS Gets Nearly 15,000
Monkeypox Vaccines

My husband, Peter, and
I are back in our little place
in San Miguel de Allende,
Mexico.

Of course, it is not real-
ly “our” place. We don’t own
it and have no desire to
own anything here larger
than a pressure cooker
(yes, Peter bought one).
When we arrived, Pepe at
the front desk said, “Wel-
come home!” in English,
and that is exactly how it
felt: as if we had been away
from home and were now
returning.

A large box that had for-
merly held boxes of Cocoa
Puffs was already in our
apartment, filled with the
things we had been al-
lowed to leave behind:
kitchen stuff and some art
and clothing. It’s nice hav-
ing our things stored for us
while we are away. It is
nice to have other people
worry about the internet
and water and electricity
and watering the many
plants that fill the court-
yard. It’s nice having some-
one at the front desk who
will accept packages if we
have any and say “good
morning!” and “good after-
noon!” whenever we come
and go. And, I have to ad-
mit, it is nice to have Lulu.

I’m not used to having
housekeeping. But Lulu
comes twice a week, and
I’m getting to like it.

Of course, I wash all my
dishes, and six days of the
week I make my own bed.
I don’t leave clutter lying
about. I find myself look-
ing nervously around the
kitchen to make sure the
place looks OK before she
comes. But then Lulu ar-
rives with fresh white tow-
els and a rag mop and a
bucket full of cleaning sup-
plies, and I smile at her
and say, “How are you do-
ing today, Lulu?”

Lulu always says she is
doing fine.

Lulu is an older woman,
thin and somewhat severe.
Her hair is pulled back into
a tight bun and she wears
glasses. She does not readi-
ly smile and so, when she
does, it is a special treat,
because I am quite sure
she is not doing it for show.
Getting Lulu to smile has
become one of my major
goals on Mondays and
Thursdays.

It was a bit awkward at
first. I was nervous having
her in the apartment.
Should I leave? Was I in
her way? I’m pretty sure I
made Lulu nervous, skit-
tering around to avoid her
and constantly apologizing
for my existence. But this
is our second stay in this
apartment hotel, and we
are getting used to one an-
other, Lulu and I. Now I
stay put until she lets me
know when she’d like to
clean the area I am cur-
rently occupying, and I tell
her about all the amazing
vegetables I found in the
market and, when she
leaves, I give her a larger
tip than is, perhaps, cus-
tomary.

Because I can’t think of
a better person to have a
little extra money than
Lulu.

She always thanks me,
and I thank her, and we
have a moment of awk-
wardness, and then she is
gone until the next Mon-
day or Thursday.

And, of course, it is her
job. But there is an ordi-
nary kindness that Lulu
embodies that warms my
heart. She appreciates my
gratitude, and I think she
even enjoys my company
for the short while we are
together—even though my
Spanish is not good and I
am a little nervous around
her. I think she knows I
mean well, and that I ap-
preciate her.

When Lulu is gone, the
apartment smells of disin-
fectant soap—a pungent
smell I will always associ-
ate with Mexico, a clean
white bedspread, a spot-
less floor, and Lulu.

Till next time,
Carrie
Photos from the column

and other info can be found
at CarrieClasson.com.

The Texas Department
of State Health Services
has received and distribut-
ed 14,780 doses of the
monkey pox vaccine to lo-
cal health departments
and DSHS regional offices.
Another 27,000 doses
could be made available by
the Strategic National
Stockpile.

The disease causes a se-
rious skin rash with pain-
ful lesions and appears to
be spreading through di-
rect contact with the skin
or saliva of an infected per-
son. The disease is pre-
ventable by avoiding skin
contact with someone who
has the disease.

“Risks include having
sex, kissing or hugging
someone with monkeypox
or sharing cups, utensils,
bedding or towels with
them,” according to DSHS.

Through July 29, a to-
tal of 5,189 monkeypox
cases have been reported
nationwide, with 351 of
those in Texas. While cer-
tainly painful, monkeypox
is very rarely fatal.

COMMUTING TIMES SHOW
INCREASE IN STATE

When it comes to com-
muting to work in Texas,
two items stand out. Near-
ly 90 percent of Texans
travel alone to work, and
it takes longer to get to
where one’s going these
days.

According to census
d a t a  a n a l y z e d  b y
the Texas Demographic
Center, the number of
commuters  who from
2015-2020 spent up to an
hour on the road getting to
work stood at 17.2%, up
from 15.7% from 2010-
2015.

More than 95% drove a
car, truck or van to work,
while a scant 1.3% used
public transportation, ex-
cluding taxis. Folks who
walked to work totaled
just 1.5% of all Texas com-
muters.

‘URBAN HEAT ISLANDS’
EXACERBATE SUMMER
TEMPS

It’s been hot out there
this summer, and cities

are recording record tem-
peratures.  The Texas
A&M Forest Service notes
that developed areas often
experience higher temper-
atures than rural areas.

“Areas in these micro-
climates of a highly devel-
oped city, known as urban
heat islands, can be up to
20 degrees warmer than
surrounding areas that
are more rural, according
to Climate Central, a non-
profit news organization
that analyzes and reports
on climate science,” ac-
cording to the news re-
lease.

Mac Martin, with the
forest service, noted plant-
ing or saving large expans-
es of trees in urban areas
can go a long way toward
cooling temperatures. Ma-
ture trees can release hun-
dreds of gallons of water
vapor daily through their
leaves, cooling the air.
Shaded areas can be be-
tween 20 to 45 degrees
cooler than peak tempera-
tures in unshaded expans-
es of concrete.

FIVE TEXAS COURTHOUSES
GET RESTORATION
GRANTS

The Texas Historical
C o m m i s s i o n h a s  a n -
nounced $22.5 million in
grants to five counties to
aid in preservation and
restoration of their histor-
ic courthouses. Four of the
counties — Hall, Kimble,
Upshur and Wise — re-
ceived construction grants
for full restoration. Co-
manche County received a
planning grant that will be
used to prepare for a fu-

ture full restoration.
“We are thrilled to part-

ner with these communi-
t ies  on these cr it ical
histor ic  preservat ion
projects,” said THC Exec-
utive Director Mark Wolfe.
“Their dedication to their
historic courthouses will
pay economic and quality
of life dividends for de-
cades.”

Throughout the state,
104 counties have received
grants from the THC pro-
gram, with $350 million
allotted to fund the full
restoration of 78 court-
houses and smaller grants
to assist with planning
and emergency needs giv-
en to another 26 counties.

DESPITE RAIN, FIRE
DANGER REMAINS HIGH

Scattered rain in the
upper Texas Panhandle,
the Upper Gulf Coast and
East Texas have lessened
the fire danger somewhat
in those areas, but the risk
remains high with temper-
atures hovering above 100
degrees. There were 14 ac-
tive wildfires as of Sunday,
the largest still being the
Chalk Mountain Fire in
Somervell County, cover-
ing 6,746 acres and 53%
contained, according to
the forest service.

With 224 counties now
under burn bans, officials
are urging landowners to
be extra vigilant about
p r e v e n t i n g  f i r e s .
The Austin American-
Statesman reported a
spate of fires in Central
Texas in recent days.

“We just want people to
have a hyper sense of
awareness,” Hank Jones,
Williamson County Fire
Marshal, told the States-
man. “We are so dry just
this week alone we had a
fairly large grass fire in
Jarrell caused by a truck
that blew a tire and when
the rim hit the asphalt it
created a spark that had
20 to 30 acres burning.”

Cedar trees can espe-
cially cause problems in
Central Texas because
they drop needles under-
neath that can quickly ig-
nite. Homeowners are
urged to consider limiting
the use of cedar trees
around their houses.

NEW COVID-19 CASES
DROP IN TEXAS

The number of new cas-
es of COVID-19 in Texas
dropped in the past week
to 72,653, with 154 deaths
reported, about even with
the previous week, accord-
ing to the Coronavirus Re-
source Center at John
Hopkins University.

The number of lab-con-
firmed COVID-19 hospi-
talizations rose slightly to
3,624 across the state, ac-
cording to DSHS. The
BA.5 variant is now prev-
alent in Texas and else-
where but seems to have
less serious effects, espe-
cially for people who have
been fully vaccinated and
boosted,  according to
health officials.

Cornyn Bill to Prevent
Child Abuse Inspired by
Texan Jenna Quinn
Passes Senate

OPINION
By U.S. Senator
JOHN CORNYN

✯

WASHINGTON - U.S. Senator John Cornyn
(R-TX) issued the following statement after the
Senate passed his Jenna Quinn Law, which
would allow grant funds to be used to train and
educate students, teachers, caregivers, and
other adults who work with children in a
professional or volunteer capacity on how to
prevent, recognize, and report child sexual
abuse. The bill is named for Jenna Quinn, a
Texan and child abuse survivor, and is modeled
after successful reforms passed by the Texas
Legislature in 2009. “For over a decade in
Texas, Jenna’s Law has been crucial to
training students, teachers, and caregiv-
ers to better identify and prevent child
sexual abuse,” said Sen. Cornyn. “The in-
crease in reporting of these cases is why I
am proud to partner with advocates and
Texans like Jenna Quinn to ensure that
these resources are available nationwide,
and I strongly urge the House to pass this
legislation and send it to the President’s
desk without delay.”

Senators Maggie Hassan (D-NH), Mike
Braun (R-IN) and Ben Ray Luján (D-NM)
joined Sen. Cornyn on the
legislation.Background:Jenna Quinn has
been an outspoken advocate for survivors of
child sexual abuse and was the driving force
behind what is now known as Jenna’s Law in
Texas. Unanimously passed by the Texas State
Senate and House, Jenna’s Law was the first
child sexual abuse prevention law in the U.S.
that mandates K-12 trainings for students and
school staff; it was amended in 2017 to include
sex trafficking prevention education in schools.
More than half of all states have adopted a
form of Jenna’s Law.After Jenna’s Law passed
in Texas in 2009, a study found educators
reported child sexual abuse at a rate almost
four times greater after training than during
their pre-training career.The Jenna Quinn
Law would:

1.Authorize federal grants to eligible entities
for increasing evidence-based or informed
training on sexual abuse prevention education
and reporting to teachers and school employ-
ees, students, caregivers, and other adults who
work with children.

2.Ensure these grant recipients coordinate
with local educational agencies to train stu-
dents, professionals and volunteers who work
with students on sexual abuse prevention,
recognition and reporting.

Senator John Cornyn, a Republican from
Texas, is a member of the Senate Finance,
Intelligence, and Judiciary Committees.
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WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Milestones Page Sponsors

Call 713-266-3444 to join to
join sponsorship of this
page. Thank you.

Siding &
Roof Repairs

Mobile Home Skirting
Call Mr. Roofer

281-452-0000

Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2022 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: info@crosbytaxes.com

Maximum Tax Savings

expand the availability of
childcare and other early
childhood education initia-
tives. Harris County invested
nearly $9 million in an Early
Childhood Impact Fund,
which is supporting home-
based child care businesses,
infant/toddler literacy, and
resources for foster children.

The county also estab-
lished the $4.7 million COV-
ID-19 Childcare Assistance
Program to provide families
with learning and childcare
opportunities during the pan-
demic. With an investment of

Griner sentenced
to 9 yrs,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

sions between Moscow and
Washington over Russia’s
military action in Ukraine.

Asked at the White
House Friday about the
prospects of securing Gri-
ner’s release, President
Joe Biden said: “I’m hope-
ful ... We’re working hard.”

In an extraordinary
move, U.S. Secretary of
State Antony Blinken
spoke last week to Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov, urging him to ac-
cept a deal under which
Griner and Paul Whelan,
an American jailed in Rus-
sia on espionage charges,
would go free.

Lavrov said Moscow
was “ready to discuss” a
prisoner swap but that the
topic should only be dis-
cussed via a dedicated
Russia-U.S. channel that
Biden and Russian Presi-
d e n t  V l a d i m i r  P u t i n
agreed to establish when
they met in Geneva in
June 2021.

“If the Americans again
try to engage in public di-
plomacy and make loud
statements about their in-
tention to take certain
steps, it’s their business, I
would even say their prob-
lem,” Lavrov said. “The
Americans often have trou-
ble observing agreements
on calm and professional
work.”

In Moscow, Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov
made the same point more
harshly, saying “the U.S.
already has made mis-
takes, trying to solve such
problems via ‘microphone
diplomacy.’ They are not
solved that way.”

He, too, emphasized
that any discussions on a
possible trade should be
held via the previously es-
tablished confidential
channels that Putin and
Biden agree to during last
year’s summit.

“Such mechanisms ex-

$500,000 in ARPA funds, the
county created a Child Tax
Credit engagement program
that brought in over $13 mil-
lion in tax credits for Harris
County families. The $20 mil-
lion lead abatement program
will test thousands of Harris
County children for elevated
lead levels and remove lead
from their homes. The coun-
ty has implemented best-in-
c l a s s  f a m i l y - f r i e n d l y
workplace policies including
12 weeks paid parental leave,
additional sick leave and re-
sources for finding child care.

County funds $48m
for childcare,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

over the life of the 25-
year bond.

“This commissioners
court can pass this bond
initiative and still contin-
ue to cut tax rates for the
foreseeable future,” said
County Administrator
David Berry. “If there is
any added cost to a partic-
ular household, it will be
because their appraisal
went up.”

Commissioner Jack Ca-
gle, a Republican, wasn’t
conv inced .  “ I  a lways
thought that debt costs
something to somebody at
some time,” Cagle said.
“And so I don’t know that
I quite buy the idea that
this is free money. And I
don’t think the public will
either. They’ve had to
tighten their belt coming
out of the pandemic. They
have had to tighten their
belt coming after Harvey.
And I think that we should
do the same.”

Republican Commis-
sioner Tom Ramsey re-
peated a point he had
made in previous court ses-
sions discussing the possi-
b i l i t y  o f  a  b o n d
referendum, arguing the
process was being rushed

County proposes
$1.2b bond issue
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

and was less than trans-
parent.

“I think a bond issue in
November of 2023 makes
some sense. It gives us
time to communicate with
the constituents. It gives
the constituents time to
communicate with us,”
Ramsey said. “But I’ll not
be supporting a 2022 (bond
issue), because we honest-
ly are not ready, in my
opinion, to take that to the
voters.”

Commissioner Garcia,
who has been leading the
effort to get the bond issue
on the ballot this year, re-
sponded to concerns Ram-
sey raised about a lack of
trust among voters by say-
ing, “The folks that I speak
to also don’t have a lot of
trust in Harris County be-
cause of things that were
done prior to 2019,” that is,
when Republicans held the
majority on the court. “Pre-
cinct 2 has been largely
u n d e r f u n d e d ,  u n d e r -
served, and roads and
p a r k s  w e r e  n o t  w e l l
funded...So, there wasn’t
trust. The trust is there
today.”

--Courtesy HPMedia

streets safer and help
reduce gun violence.”

The successful event
was a collaboration be-
tween Mayor Turner, Har-
ris County Commissioner
Rodney Ellis, U.S. Rep.
Sheila Jackson Lee, and
the Houston Police De-
partment.  U.S. Rep. Al
Green, Council Member
Abbie Kamin and other
elected officials and com-
munity leaders attended
Saturday’s event at Wheel-
er Avenue Baptist Church.
Mayor Turner extended a
special note of gratitude to
the volunteers, Pastor Jose
Ortega of NACC Disaster
Services, and Wheeler Av-
enue Baptist Church.

“Thanks to al l  who
made our gun buyback
event such an incredible
success. By all measures,
it was one of the most suc-
c e s s f u l  g u n  b u y b a c k
events in the nation. I com-
mend the partnership be-
tween the City of Houston,
HPD, and Harris County,
who put this event togeth-
er. The work continues.

Gun BuyBack
Program,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Tomorrow we’ll continue to
roll up our sleeves and
work to stop gun violence,”
said Harris County Pre-
cinct One Commissioner
Rodney Ellis.

The gun buyback was no
questions asked and the
type and working condi-
tion of the gun determined
the gift card amount. HPD
will check each gun collect-
ed to determine if it was
stolen or used in a crime.
HPD will destroy all guns
that cannot be returned to
their rightful owners or not
considered evidence in a
crime.

“I am so proud of our
city. People can say what
they want, but time and
again, Houstonians step
up with common sense and
love. I thank all the men
and women in uniform and
the volunteers who made
this day successful. I knew
there would be a lot of peo-
ple, but even I did not
think there would be this
many people the first
time,” said Houston Police
Chief Troy Finner.

ist, but they will be thrown
into doubt if the discussion
continues in the public do-
main,” Peskov said. He
said: “If we discuss any
nuances related to the is-
sue of exchange via media,
no exchange will ever take
place.”

People familiar with the
U.S. proposal have said it
envisions trading Griner
and Whelan for a notorious
Russian arms trader, Vik-
tor Bout. He is serving a
25-year sentence in the
U.S. after being convicted
of conspiracy to kill U.S.
citizens and providing aid
to a terrorist organization.

T h e  c a l l  b e t w e e n
B l i n k e n  a n d  L a v r o v
marked the highest-level
known contact between
Washington and Moscow
since Russia sent troops
into Ukraine more than
five months ago, underlin-
ing the public pressure
that the White House has
faced to get Griner re-
leased.

On Thursday, Biden de-
nounced  the  Russ ian
judge’s verdict and sen-
tence as “unacceptable”
and said he would contin-
ue working to bring Griner
and Whelan home.

CROSBY SCHOOL BOARD
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A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

CAR BODY PERSON
Looking for a retired car body
person to work on restoring a
67 mustang.

To help work on project, will
pay $20 per hour for qualified
person.

Call Daniel 713-822-1017 for
more details 26-4t

MARKET PLACEMARKET PLACE
When you call these Advertisers, this

Newspaper receives a referral fee, whether you
purchase of not. You can help the Newspaper
by calling with an inquiry. THANK YOU.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

30-2T

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that Original Letters
Testamentary for Docket No. 506517;
Estate of GLENN LAWRENCE, A/K/A
GLENN NORMAN LAWRENCE
Deceased; In Probate Court No. 1 of Harris
County, Texas, were issued on JULY 19,
2022.

LOWELL KIM ROBINSON

The residence address of the
administrator is in Harris County, Texas.
The mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 E. Wallisville Road

Highlands, TX 77562

All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present them
within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.
Dated this AUGUST 8, 2022.

by   WESTON COTTEN
    Attorney for the Estate

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

INTERN AT A NEWSPAPER
Part Time Position available for
person interested in learning all

phases of the news business. Will
experience writing, interviewing,

sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Send

letter of interest to
nenewsroom@aol.com

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER MARKETING/
SALES PERSON

Position available for AD SALES
representative. Experience helpful but not
necessary. Possible to work from home.
Suitable for Part Time, or Full Time.
Commission plus. Send letter of interest
to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com or call 713-
252-8000

SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain l ink, wood
ornamental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that Original Letters
Testamentary for Docket No. 506716;
Estate of EARLEST FONTENOT, JR.,
Deceased; In Probate Court No. 1 of Harris
County, Texas, were issued on JULY 25,
2022.

SANDRA LORRAINE FONTENOT

The residence address of the
administrator is in Harris County, Texas.
The mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 E. Wallisville Road

Highlands, TX 77562

All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present them
within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.
Dated this AUGUST 8, 2022.

by   WESTON COTTEN
    Attorney for the Estate

DIRECTV -
Every live

football game,
every Sunday -
anywhere - on
your favorite

device.
Restrictions

apply. Call IVS
- 1-866-712-

8312

CABLE TV

TRACTOR
WORK, brush
hog mowing,box
blade, light land
clearing
Call/ text for
quote, 832-530-
0054

TRACTOR WORK

A PLACE FOR MOM

The nation’s largest senior
living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local
experts today! Our service
is FREE/no obligation.
CALL 1-855-972-7919

SENIOR HOME
CARE

SENIOR HOME
CARE

SMALL ADS
Bring
BIG

RESULTS
Classified

ADS
713-266-

3444

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444
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