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✯
IN THE
STARS

EVENTS

Now in our New Offices
1500 E. Wallisville Road
Highlands, TX 77562

WESTON G. COTTEN
Attorney at Law
O. 281/421-4050
F. 281/533-6032

weston@westoncotten.com

AUTO & HOME INSURANCE
Jeremy Rosenkranz
State Farm Agent

440 S. Main Street, Highlands, TX 77562
281-426-3512

jtr@jeremyrosenkranz.com

RACHEL’S DINER
Southern Cooking Buffet -- Coming Soon

14280 FM 2100 (Across from Walmart)
281-462-7349

Rotary Chili
Feast set for
February 4th

TANNER SCARBROUGH
Highlands Firefighter of Year...

Highlands Rotary Club
will hold their 48th Annual
Chili Feast, Raffle and
Auction on Saturday, Feb.
4th at the social hall of St.
Jude’s Catholic Church, 808
S. Main Street, Highlands.

Tickets are available from
all Rotary Club members,
local businesses, or by
calling 832-483-3505. Only
700 tickets are sold,
increasing your odds of
winning one of 16 valuable
prizes. Included with your
raffle ticket are two delicious
chili dinners.

Top prize in the raffle is
your choice of a 2023 Chevy
Trailblazer, or a 2023
Equinox SUV from Turner
Chevrolet.

Chief Little honored at Firefighters Banquet

Unique Live Auction items at Rotary Chili Feast

The CHILI FEAST live auction will include several quilts
by Connie Russell. These are always a favorite of the
Auction bidders, and are unique and beautilful.
ABOVE, one of the quilts in last year’s auction.

FEB. 4, SATURDAY

BIRTHDAYS

Jan 20--Gary Langham
Brenda Weber

Jan 21--Ted Bloom
James Mills, Sr.
Debra Shields

Jan 22--Linda Craig
Vernon Hassell
Richard McKinney
Reynaldo Perez
Kristi Simmons
Kathy Zadrapa Stuart
James Walker
Beth Wotipka
Sara Rupp

Jan 23--Tiffany Kirkwood
Brad Loggins

Jan 25--Jeffrey Langham
Jan 26--Ida Mueller

Charles Johnson
Jan 27--Ashley Almanza

JoAnn Blaskey
William R. Patterson
Tyler Wingate
Jarret Cutbirth
John Martin

Jan 28--Cindy Fikes
Johnnie Stotts

Jan 29--Scott Marshall
Michael Wettstein

Jan 30--Riley Chambers,
Jr.

Jan 31--Aida Valle
Feb 1 --Barbara Bowen
Feb 2--Lisa Dammon

Donny Herman
Melissa Miley

Feb 3--David Buford
Sammy Covey, Jr.

Feb 4--Harry New
Andy Scott
Chris West
Mike Getlemy

Feb 5--Angi Boudreax
Kyle McCain
Geraldine Krampota
Judy Powell
John Mouton

ANNIVERSARIES

Feb 11–Keith & Becky
Adams
Howard & Patricia
Brockinton

Feb 12- Donnie &
Elonda Cravatt

Feb 14--Larry & Jeannie
Kelly

Feb 24--Jim & Linda
Hildebrand

Feb 26--Thomas &
Geenee Parrish

Message from the Crosby Superintendent
Hello East Harris Coun-

ty and Crosby ISD families,

Exciting news! Crosby
ISD is proud to announce
that all our elementary
schools have made it into
the first round of the Read
to the Final Four competi-
tion. Third graders at Cros-
by, Drew, Barrett, and
Newport  e lementary
schools made it into the Top
68 bracket against third
graders in 10 other Hous-
ton-area Districts. They will
continue their read-ins and
other special literacy cele-
brations, trying to advance
to the Round of 32. The
reading challenge is hap-
pening to coincide with the
return of the Men’s Final
Four college basketball
championship to Houston.
The Final Four reading
schools will be treated to a
visit to NRG Stadium for
the championship ceremo-

ny. We want to see our stu-
dents win that reading tro-
phy!

This month, our new
drug prevention specialist
has come home to make a
difference. Mrs. Alexis
Wooster is a proud Crosby
High School graduate. Mrs.
Wooster works with BACO-
DA, the Bay Area Council
on Drugs and Alcohol. She
will work with students in-
dividually and in group set-

Continued. See Crosby
Superintendent, Page 2

tings to en-
c o u r a g e
them to
avoid the
pitfalls of
drug use
and abuse.
M r s .
Wooster is
housed on
campuses,
and she’ll
hold family
e n g a g e -
m e n t

nights soon for parents to
learn more about signs of
vaping, bullying, and other
concerning behaviors.

We are welcoming more
alumni back into our fold to
teach the next generation of
Crosby ISD students. Ms.
Alyssa DeLome is a member
of the Crosby High School
Class of 2018. She teaches
fifth graders at Barrett Ele-
mentary School. Ms. De-
Lome’s mother is also a

Crosby ISD employee, and
her younger sister is a stu-
dent at Crosby High School.
They are a Cougar family
through and through.

It’s Spelling Bee season
in Crosby ISD! Our elemen-
tary campuses are holding

spelling bees this month,
choosing the top two stu-
dents from each campus.
Those eight top finishers
will then move on to the Dis-

Crosby ISD Elementary Librarian, Mrs. Carrie
Henderson, celebrates with Read to the Final Four
participants at Barrett Elementary School.

SUPERINTENDENT
PAULA PATTERSON

DRUG
PREVENTION
SPECIALIST ALEXIS
WOOSTER

HIGHLANDS– The fire
department held their an-
nual Recognition and
Awards Banquet last Sat-
urday evning, at the Mon-
ument Inn. Awards and
fellowship were spread
throughout the large
crowd.

ESD#14 president Jim
Strouhal presented the
Firefighter of the Year
award to Tanner Scar-
brough. This award is giv-
en in memory of Cecil
Kelly, who volunteered
with the Highlands VFD
for over 42 years before
retiring in 1996. The recip-
ient chosen by vote of the
membership is a firefight-
er who performed above
and beyond the call of duty.

A special award was
presented to Chief Harvey
Little in recognition of the
35 years of service to the

department. The firefight-
ers presented him with a
Henry Firefighter Special
Edition rifle.

A large crowd of firemen
and families, friends, com-

munity supporters, and
board members attended
the dinner. Fire Chief Har-
vey Little emceed the cere-
mony, introducing awards,
guests, and honorees.

Chief Little reviewed
the history of the depart-
ment for 2022. He noted
that there were a total of
3,381 calls for service, com-
pared with last year’s

3,154. Of these 2,388 were
EMS calls compared with
2,388 the previous year.

In honor of the 35 years of service to the Highlands Fire Department, and the community, a group of the
firefighters presented Chief Harvey Little with a special rifle as a present. The gun is a Henry Firefighter
Edition, Golden Boy 22 calliber with special firefighter graphics engraved on its side.

Continued. See Firefighters
Banquet, Page 7

HIGHLANDS – Rotari-
ans are in full preparation
for their big annual Chili
Feast, to be held next Sat-
urday, February 4th at the
social hall of St. Jude’s
Catholic Church on S.
Main Street.

A large crowd is expect-
ed this year, as the pan-
demic subsides and people
are anxious to get out and
meet their friends in this
48th year tradition.

The event includes deli-
cious chili dinners, cooked
with Chester Stasney’s
world-famous recipe, a raf-
fle for 16 prizes including
a new 2023 Chevy automo-
bile, a silent auction and a
live auction. Chili Chair-
man Denise Smith pointed
out that the live auction

contains a number of de-
sireable items, which are
offered only once a year to
event participants.

This year the auction
will include a 3 night stay
at the Coastal Hideaway
Resort in Long Beach, Mis-
sissippi, and also a Week-
end Lake Trip. This is the
first time unique vacation
venues have been offered,
and they promise to bring
a lot of interest.

Other desireable bid
items include sports mem-
orabilia such as an Astros
Kyle Tucker autographed
bat, an Astros Chas Mc-
Cormick autographed
baseball, and an auto-
graphed Astros Chas Mc-
Cormick autographed
2023 World Series framed

picture of the team.
Also available will be

four unique and special
handmade quilt by Connie
Russell, including one for
the Houston Astros.

With Valentine’s Day
coming up, there are sev-
eral Valentine themed
items to be auctioned.

Other items include met-
al signs, outdoor furniture,
a firepit, golf bag, picnic ta-
ble for children, tricycle,
garden cart, generator, bat-
tery charger, pressure
washer, and more.

Rotarians and local
businesses are selling tick-
ets now, for $100 for the
raffle and two chili din-
ners. Denise Smith said
they are going fast this
year.
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trict Spelling Bee in Febru-
ary. Our District winner
then has a chance to com-
pete in the Houston Public
Media Spelling Bee, for a
chance to keep advancing.

This month also marks
our 100th Day of school.
Students at our elementa-
ries will be celebrating on
Tuesday, January 31. Stu-
dents get a chance to show
off how they are 100 days
smarter. I love to see the cre-
ative shirts that display
“100” in some capacity. Oth-
er students will dress up
like they are 100 years old.
It’s a great way to keep mo-
mentum going into the
spring semester.

Soccer season is entering
District play this month. I
recently watched the boys’
soccer team in action, and I
can’t wait to see how well
the boys’ and girls’ squads

do heading into the most
competitive part of the sea-
son. Our boys’ and girls’ bas-
ketball teams also have
about a month left in their
respective seasons before
the playoffs begin. The var-
sity girls’ team is currently
ranked second in District
17-5A. Their competitive
spirit is so fun to watch!

The Crosby High School
Choir is hosting their annu-
al fundraiser on Friday,
January 27 and Saturday,
January 28. “The Royal Din-
ner” is truly a dinner and a
show. Choir students will be
dressed as royalty, perform-
ing classic songs, while stu-
dents in our CTE Culinary
Arts program cater a deli-
cious meal. Showtimes are
6pm both nights at the Cros-
by High School cafeteria.
We hope to see you there!

Crosby Superintendent,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Another important date we
want to share with you. The
Class of 2023 Graduation
will be Friday, May 26 at
7:30pm at Cougar Stadium.

Finally, I wanted to say
“Thank You” to the retired
educators who are return-
ing to fill in as substitutes
and tutors. No one has more
or better experience than
our retirees to continue the
tradition of excellence they
helped to build in Crosby
ISD. Our retirees work with
us usually one or two days
a week, and our principals
are happy to work around
their schedule. If you or
someone you know is a re-
tired educator, feel free to
reach out to our Human Re-
sources department.

We are Better Together!
Go Coogs!

 Spelling Bee participants at Crosby Elementary School.
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CRAWFISH SEASON
IS NOW OPEN!

CRAWFISH SHACK IS NOW
SERVING AT OUR

DRIVE-THRU.
Drive-thru open

Wed, Thu, Fri 4-9pm Sat, Sun 12-9pm
Dining Room opens Feb. 15

Dan & Jennifer Meaux invite you to a unique Cajun
dining experience in a casual, fun atmosphere.

OUR 20TH ANNIVERSARY
5822 FM 2100 Crosby TX 77532

281-462-2121
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram
facebook.com/crawfishshackcrosby

www.crawfishshack.com
Catering Available On-Site & Off-Site
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Daddy
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Dance Tickets
Now Available

Houston Methodist Baytown Joins Flagship Hospital
in Offering Innovative Prostate Procedure

Houston Methodist Hospital Baytown

Dr. Chris Kannady

BAYTOWN - Houston
Methodist Baytown Hos-
pital is offering Aquabla-
tion therapy for patients
who suffer from BPH, or
benign prostatic hyper-
plasia, also known as an
enlarged prostate. It is
only the second hospital
in the Houston Methodist
system and in the region
to offer this procedure.
Houston Methodist Hos-
pital in the Texas Medi-
cal Center was the first.

The treatment differs
from other options be-
cause it uses water in-
stead of heat to remove
tissue.

“It is basically using
high-pressure water to
destroy the unwanted tis-
sue,  and because we
aren’t using heat, we
don’t damage the nerves

of the prostate,” says Dr.
Chris Kannady, a urolo-
gist at Houston Method-
ist Baytown Hospital.

It’s an incision-less
procedure that uses an
image-guided robotic
arm. The arm holds a wa-
ter jet and camera to help
precisely remove excess
prostate tissue.

“ S i n c e  w e  e n t e r
through a natural orifice,
the urethra, there are no
incisions during this pro-
cedure,” Kannady ex-
plains. “And the use of
image-guided robotics
means tissue is removed
with great precision.”

Aquablation therapy
removes excess tissue

without affecting a pa-
tient’s ability to urinate
or engage in sex.

“Aquablation is a re-
markably effective proce-
dure,” says Kannady.
“When we take a look at
men five years post-sur-
gery, 95% of them still
don’t need re-treatment.
It’s a very durable treat-

ment option for men with
BPH with the lowest risk
of sexual side effects com-
pared with traditional
prostate surgeries.”

The best candidates for
this procedure are men
who are generally 55 to
75, in good health, have
few comorbidities, and
can be without blood
thinners. Many insur-
ance companies are now
covering the procedure.

Fathers, come dance
the evening away with
your little angels!

Join us for a lively
dance party with a DJ,
snacks,  giveaways,
photo ops and so much
fun.

Two dates to choose
from!

Pick the night you
w a n t  t o  a t t e n d  t h e
dance:

• Friday, February 3rd
Saturday, February

4th
$15 per person
*Tickets may not be

available at the door
night of the dance; we
strongly recommend
you purchase your tick-
ets in person or online
using the ticket link
above ahead of time.
We’ll check you in once
you arrive.

Grab your gear and
get the family to City
Park for a morning full
of fun, fishing, games
and giveaways!

At Fish Fest this year,
you’ll find:

*Food & drink ven-
dors

*Games
*Prizes for school-age

kids
*Raffle giveaways
*Retail shopping

This is a great chance
to angle for rainbow
trout right here in Mont
Belvieu, and we’re add-
ing in 250 pounds of
large sport-sized trout
in 2023!

*Trophies & Bragging
Rights

The 5 largest  f ish
caught  (weighed &
documented) will win
that fisher a trophy and
ultimate bragging rights
until next year.

*Prizes will be award-
ed to the first five (5)
school-aged children to
show up at the welcome
tent with five (5) fish.

*Fishing license re-
qui rements  wi l l  be
waived during the offi-
cial event time. Individ-
ual l icenses will  be
required after event
ends.

No poles in the water
until 8AM, please.

Fish Fest at
City Park

Lee College Alumna Receives SUV
Crystal Rios, who grad-

uated from Lee College in
December with a certifi-
cate in cosmetology, is
proof that no obstacle will
stand in her way.

Last year the young
mother of two was badly
injured in an accident that
left her without a car. For
months Rios relied on fam-
ily and friends to get her
to cosmetology class at the
Baytown campus, to her
job at ULTA Beauty and to
take her children to the
Harris County Depart-
ment of Education’s Head
Start Program in Baytown.

Rios admits it was tough
juggling a school and work
schedule while being a
mom to three-year-old
Aubrie and a 1-year-old
Jordan. Her determination
and perseverance were not
only noticed, but they were
also rewarded. Right be-
fore the holidays, and just
days after she graduated
with her cosmetology cer-
tificate, Rios was gifted a
rehabbed 2012 Ford Es-

cape from Bates Auto Col-
lision Centers.

“In a season in our
world where hard work
and self-determination
and the desire to be inde-
pendent and support your-
s e l f  i s  n o t  a l w a y s
celebrated; we are cele-
brating that today,” said
Leila Bates, co-owner,

Bates Auto Collision Cen-
ters.

Through a partnership
with HCDE Head Start,
Bates Collision gives two
refurbished cars to parents
who are actively involved
in their children’s lives and
demonstrate responsible
parenting. Bates employ-
ees donate their time and

skills to work on the vehi-
cles and help fill them with
gifts. Other community
members and businesses
donate gas, car insurance,
materials needed to rehab
the vehicles,  and gift
cards.’

“It’s such a blessing to
win a car,” said Rios. “They
went through all the Head

Start schools and chose
me. What an honor.”

While she’s grateful to
have received new trans-
portation and her indepen-
dence back,  Rios also
acknowledges what Lee
College has done for her
and  has  encourag ing
words for others who may
be in her position.

“The Student Resource
and Advocacy  Center
helped me tremendously
with gas cards, diapers
and food. If you are a sin-
gle mom and a student at
Lee College, you can do it.
If I did it for eight months
with no car, so can you,”
Rios shared.

2023 is already off to a
good start for Rios, who is
working toward taking her
state licensure exam. Once
she has her license in
hand, ULTA will promote
her to a full-time hair styl-
ist. As for plans down the
road, Rios says she would
like to own her own busi-
ness.

CAPITAL
COMMENTS

By State Senator Brandon Creighton

✯We have wrapped up
the 2nd week of the 88th
Legislative Session and it
was a busy one! Below is a
quick rundown of what I
am working on. I hope you
will continue to share your
opinions and stay up to
date on priorities for our
growing state.

HOUSTON ASTROS
On Wednesday,  the

World Series Champion
Houston Astros were hon-
ored by the Texas Senate.
I got to visit with owner
lim Crane and of course
congratulate pitcher Ryan
Pressly and catcher Jason
Castro and see the 2022
trophy. Can’t wait for the
2023 season to kick-off!
GO ASTROS

INAUGURATION
Tuesday, Governor Ab-

bott and Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Patrick were sworn
into office. It was my hon-
or to serve as the Chair-
m a n  o f  t h e  S e n a t e
Inauguration Committee
and introduce the Lt. Gov-
ernor. As Texans, we are
blessed to have strong
leaders who continue to
keep the Texas miracle
alive.

SCHOOL SAFETY
As Chairman of Senate

Education, I am focused on
real solutions to keep Tex-
as students and educators
safe. One bill I am work-
ing on, Alyssa’s law, would
put panic buttons in all
classrooms, providing real
time security if there is an
emergency. This is one of
many measures the Legis-
lature will work on to pre-
vent future tragedies.
Click here to watch a re-
cent interview I did on
Alyssa’s law.

STATE BUDGET
Because Texas lawmak-

ers are committed to bal-
anced budgets and fiscal
restraint, the state has a
record surplus—and this
will not change as we write
the budget for the next two
years. As a member of Sen-
ate Finance, I am commit-
ted to return these dollars
to taxpayers-through prop-
erty tax relief, tax cuts,
paying down debt, target-
ed investments in public
education, and creating
much needed efficiencies
in government. I will con-
tinue to update you on the
budget process throughout
the session.

Crystal Rios, with representatives of HCDE and Bates Auto Collision Centers.
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THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

As many of us rushed to buy those last
minute gifts and prepare for holiday
gatherings with friends and family,

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky deliv-
ered a stark reminder that half a world away his
country is fighting the latest chapter in the war of
freedom and democracy versus autocracy and
repression this holiday season. In doing so, the
Ukrainian people have demonstrated remarkable
courage and resilience

I suspect that one of reasons they have been
able to prevail is their great faith traditions.
While the country is overwhelmingly East Ortho-
dox, other faith traditions thrive there as well, as
demonstrated by the country electing a Jewish
president.

Ukraine also has a rich cultural history,
particularly in its music. But what I did not know
until recently, was that Ukraine’s faith and
cultural traditions combined to give the world one
of its iconic Christmas carols, The Carol of the
Bells. The carol was written by Ukrainian com-
poser Mykola Leontovych in 1914 and is based on
Ukrainian folk music. Peter J. Wilhousky, also
Ukrainian, wrote the lyrics.

The Carol of the Bells was first performed in
the United States at Carnegie Hall in 1922 and
immediately became a Christmas classic. It has
been performed and recorded by numerous
artists. However, it was recently performed once
again at Carnegie by a youth choir from Ukraine.
It is an inspiring rendition and particularly
poignant given the horrors of the war being
waged against their country.

I want to wish Merry Christmas to my fellow
Christians and happy holidays to those of you
who follow a different path. May 2023 bring you
and your families health and happiness and,
hopefully, peace for the Ukrainian people.

A Hundred-Year-Old
Christmas Gift from
Ukraine

 Down at the sale barn Saturday, the think tank had
coagulated there with coffees to go. Doc and Dud had
their dogs with them, while Bert and Dewey and Steve
went stag.

  Dud tried to start a conversation, but the loud-
speaker soon drove them outside, where they arrayed
themselves on dropped tailgates and waited to hear
what Dud had in mind.

  “I thought about it a lot,” Dud said, “and I won-
dered what the favorite part of my job was, and
wondered if you fellas ever gave that any thought, too.”

  They nodded. Yes, by mutual consent a worthy
subject.

  “With me,” Dud continued, “it wasn’t so much my
job as it was my hobby. You know, writing that book.
I’m claiming it as the best part of my job, anyway.”

  The assembled were still waiting to read “Murder
in the Soggy Bottoms,” as it had yet to see print, and
was really a work in progress.

  Then Bert picked up the conversation thread. “Of
course I’m retired now,” he said, “but when I was
running the pawn shop, my favorite part of the job
happened when a customer found something in there
he really needed and ended up paying much less for it
than he thought he’d have to.”

  Doc laughed “And you made more on it than you
thought you would, too,”

Bert grinned and nodded.

  “Yep. That was good too. And you, Dewey?”

  Our accident-prone pharaoh of fertilizer got a
serious look on his face. He finally said, “The best part
of the fertilizer business is seeing the difference it
makes in the flower gardens around town. Now maybe
it’s just my imagination, but I kinda like to take a little
credit for a prettier town.”

  “You deserve it, Dewey,” Doc said kindly. “Well
now … with me it’s a little different. I have doctoring
skills, of course, and it’s good when I can help someone,
but these days the most satisfying part of my job is to
check someone out thoroughly and find there’s abso-
lutely nothing wrong with them. Now that’s special.”

  They all looked over at the tall cowboy, Steve.

  “Digging postholes,” he said.

  “What?” they said.

  “You know,” he said, “the favorite part of my job.”

  “Digging postholes?”

  “Sure,” he said, grinning.

“That’s the only job a cowboy has where he can start
at the top and work down.”

————

Go from fierce cussing to fly casting, Try the tenkara
simple fishing method. https://tenkarausa.com/

Starting at the top...

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

OPINION
By BILL KING

✯

Youth Choir from Ukraine performing last  month at Carnegie Hall in New York.

Complimenting
Strangers

“I have to say, that is a very
nice hat!” I told the man as he
passed me on the sidewalk.

The man in the snazzy blue
fedora had a serious look on his
face, as if he was thinking deep-
ly about something far more im-
portant than the indigo-blue
hat with the red feather sitting
on his head.

But whatever less-than-
cheerful thought had been pre-
occupying him (the gathering
clouds? The declining stock
market? His expanding waist-
line?), it was whisked away
when I complimented his dap-
per blue hat, and his face broke
into a genuine smile.

I know people who say you
shouldn’t compliment strang-
ers.

“It is intrusive,” they say.
“It’s fake.” “Nobody wants a
stranger commenting on their
appearance!”

I think this is a load of non-
sense.

Everyone likes a compli-
ment. I think it means even
more coming from a stranger. I
don’t interrupt conversations to
compliment someone. I don’t
make things up or compliment
something I don’t genuinely ad-
mire. I don’t think anyone has
ever looked offended when I told
them they looked good or some-
thing they were wearing was
attractive.

I find myself complimenting
strangers several times every
day. I try to pay attention when
I’m on my walks. I try to savor
whatever is interesting or beau-
tiful and, much of the time, this
is either dogs (because dogs are
always interesting and beauti-
ful), or people. I have also com-
plimented gardens, but the
people responsible are rarely
around to get these compli-
ments. The nice thing about
complimenting clothing is that
the person associated with it is
right there, ready to receive the
positive feedback.

“Thank you!” the man in the
blue hat said.

I’m sure he knew it was a
good-looking hat. It was proba-
bly an expensive hat; I haven’t
bought enough hats to know.
But it doesn’t really matter.
Even if someone has paid a lot
for something—or perhaps es-
pecially if they have—they like
to know that it was money well
spent, that they look good and
that someone has noticed. So, I
try to notice.

I’ve complimented older
women on their coats and
scarves, young women on the
color of their hair (especially if
it is blue or green), and tough-
looking men on their clever T-
shirts. It is always surprising
how the people who look the
most withdrawn are usually the
ones  who  seem the  most
pleased. The young man may
have forgotten what T-shirt he
put on that day, but he’s pleased
to know it met with an appre-
ciative audience—even if that
audience was the slightly odd,
cheerful older woman.

“Thanks!” he’ll say, looking
both a little embarrassed and
absurdly pleased.

It doesn’t matter if it’s odd,
I’ve learned. It doesn’t matter
where the comment comes from.
It really does not matter at all.

We all want to be seen. We
want to know that we do not
walk invisible in this world. No
one wants to feel alone in a
crowd. Compliments may seem
trivial or superficial, but some-
times they are the easiest way
to throw a line to someone and
say, “I see you! Seeing you
makes me happy.” It costs noth-
ing. And I think it can be more
important than we will ever
know.

The man in the blue hat had
a little more bounce in his step
as he walked past me. I have no
illusions that I changed his day
significantly. But that’s not my
job. My job is to be more like
that little bird who sings the
same song, day after day, and
makes the world just the small-
est bit sweeter.

Till next time,
Carrie
Photos and other news can

be found at CarrieClasson.com.

For the Texas House and
Senate, there is not much day-
light between each chamber’s
priorities in this year’s legisla-
tive session. Leaders say the
focus will be on property tax
relief, border security and em-
ployee raises. Preliminary bud-
gets from both chambers were
released last week, the Austin
American-Statesman reported,
with a record $288.7 billion
budget for the next two years.
The money in the budget is
made up of $93.7 billion in fed-
eral funds, $130.1 billion in
state general revenue funds,
and $64.9 billion in other
funds.

The tussle likely comes
when lawmakers start spend-
ing a whopping $32.7 billion
budget surplus sitting in the
state’s coffers from the previ-
ous biennium.

Gov. Greg Abbott and Lt.
Gov. Dan Patrick want to pro-
vide property tax relief to ho-
meowners ,  w i th  Pat r i ck
proposing raising the home-
stead exemption to $70,000
from $40,000. Both draft bud-
get bills set aside $15 billion –
almost half the surplus – for
property tax relief.

Increased funding for bor-
der security, public education
and for raises for state employ-
ees are also in the draft bud-
gets, which are likely to change
several times before session’s
end.

The Texas Tribune reported
the preliminary budgets still
leave more than $50 billion in
state funds up for grabs. One
of the biggest challenges is that
state law and the Texas Con-
stitution set limits on how
much tax spending can in-
crease between sessions.

POSSIBLE END TO
CONFEDERATE HEROES DAY?

A 50-year-old state holiday
honoring soldiers who fought
for the Confederacy in the Civ-
il War is again the target of a
lawmaker who wants to end
the holiday. State Rep. Jarvis
Johnson filed the bill, telling
t h e A m e r i c a n -
Statesman, “This is not the
look we want for our state any-
more.”

Johnson has filed this mea-
sure before without success.
Confederate monuments on
public grounds have drawn
complaints across the state, in-
cluding the Texas Capitol.

Budget eyes $288.7 billion;  Priorities:
Border Security, Tax Relief, Raises

The day is observed on Jan.
19, the birthday of Gen. Rob-
ert E. Lee. On occasion, the hol-
iday celebrating slain civil
rights leader Martin Luther
King, which is held on the third
Monday in January, and Con-
federate Heroes Day fall on the
same day.

“While (the King holiday) is
a reminder that we are all cre-
ated equal, how do we simul-
taneously celebrate an ideology
that has been linked with op-
pression and supremacy?”
Johnson asked.

NATURAL GAS SUPPLIES HELD
UP DURING WINTER STORM

The bout of sub-freezing
temperatures blanketing much
of the state a few days before
Christmas sparked concerned
for the state’s electric grid,
which reached its highest peak
for the entire year. But the grid
held, and natural gas supplies
to power plants were ample,
state officials said.

The Texas Railroad Com-
mission issued a press release
saying, “There was ample nat-
ural gas supply to help the
state’s electricity supply chain
and keep Texans safe.”

The agency said it would
continue to inspect natural gas
facilities throughout the win-
ter to ensure “infrastructure is
hardened against extreme
weather conditions.”

The Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission in October
said the grid is still at risk of
failure during extreme winter
conditions, such as what hap-
pened in February 2021 with
Winter Storm Uri.

Overhaul plan for power
market gets initial approv-
al

The Public Utility Commis-
sion last week approved a po-
tential overhaul of the Texas

electricity market in hopes of
attracting private investment
i n  n e w  p o w e r  p l a n t s ,
the Statesman reported. How-
ever, the Texas Legislature has
ultimate approval. Critics say
the plan is untested and could
increase electric bills for con-
sumers.

Abbott has already backed
the plan, which is an effort to
make the power grid, managed
by the Electric Reliability
Council of Texas, more reliable.
It is intended to encourage
more private investment in
“plants that can turn on and off
quickly depending on need.”

If approved by legislators,
the plan could take up to four
years to implement.

LAWMAKERS HIGHLIGHT
STATE’S FRAGILE WATER
INFRASTRUCTURE

A bipartisan group of 38
state legislators have banded
together to educate fellow law-
makers about water security
i s s u e s ,  t h e T e x a s
Tribune reported. Aging infra-
structure and lack of funding
have created water-supply
problems across the state, par-
ticularly in rural areas.

Last year there were more
than 3,000 boil-water notices
issued across the state because
water quality was in doubt.
Seven of the 10 water systems
that issued the most notices
were in rural parts of East Tex-
as, the Tribune reported after
analyzing data from the Texas
Commission on Environmental
Quality. There have already
been 79 boil-water notices in
January.

The group is not advocating
for any specific bills.

“Water security is critically
important to all Texans and
our economy,” state Rep. Tra-
cy King, who heads the caucus,
said in a statement. “We must
continue to innovate, invest
and strategize long-term to
manage our water resources ef-
ficiently.”

STATE’S NEWEST HISTORIC SITE
The Texas Historical Com-

mission’s latest historic site is
274 years old. Presidio la Ba-
hia was the site of the Goliad
Massacre in March 1836. More
than 300 Texians were held in-
side the church before being
executed by Mexican forces.

The presidio was estab-
lished on that site in 1749 dur-
ing the Spanish colonial period.
The fort became the nucleus of
the modern-day city of Goliad.

The Presidio underwent
restoration in the 1960s under
the oversight of renowned res-
toration architect Raiford
Stripling of San Augustine.
More than 33,000 people visit
the Presidio each year, accord-
ing to its website.

COVID-19 CASES,
HOSPITALIZATIONS DROP

The number of new COVID-
19 cases in Texas during the
p a s t  w e e k  r e p o r t e d  t o
the Coronavirus Resource
Center at Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity was 26,996, down about
a third from the previous week,
with 270 new deaths, up from
148. The number of lab-con-
firmed COVID-19 hospitaliza-
tions in the state, according to
the Texas Department of State
Health Service, totaled 2,837,
which was down 17% from the
previous week.
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Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2022 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: info@crosbytaxes.com

Maximum Tax Savings

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE
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CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED

A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

CLEANING
SERVICES

CLEANING
SERVICES

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

40-2T

CEMETERY PLOT
FOR SALE

Single Plot at Sterling White
Cemetery, Highlands

Asking $2000
Call 713-569-0445

CEMETERY PLOT
FOR SALE

CEMETERY PLOT
FOR SALE

50-2t

Portable Oxygen
Concentrator May

Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim
independence and

mobility with the
compact design
and long-lasting
battery of Inogen

One. Free
information kit!

Call 855-333-1888

OXYGEN

Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever!

LeafFilter, the
most advanced
debris-blocking

gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate

today. 15% off
Entire Purchase.

10% Senior &
Military Discounts.

Call 1-346-299-
9169

LEAF FILTER CLEANING
SERVICES

CLEANING
SERVICES

THE OLD LADY CLEANING
SERVICES. MAKE YOUR

HOME OLD LADY
APPROVED CLEAN.

ESPECIALLY FOR THE
HOLIDAYS. REASONABLE
RATES. GREAT SERVICES.
CALL MARY 281-961-1768.

LEAVE YOUR NAME &
NUMBER.

43-2T

MARKET PLACEMARKET PLACE
When you call these Advertisers, this

Newspaper receives a referral fee, whether you
purchase of not. You can help the Newspaper
by calling with an inquiry. THANK YOU.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

INTERN AT A
NEWSPAPER

Part Time Position available for
person interested in learning all
phases of the news business. Will
experience writing, interviewing,
sourcing, computer layout, ad
sales, record keeping, promotions.
Send letter of interest to
grafikstar@aol.com

A PLACE FOR MOM

The nation’s largest senior
living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local
experts today! Our service
is FREE/no obligation.
CALL 1-855-972-7919

SENIOR HOME
CARE

SENIOR HOME
CARE

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER
MARKETING/SALES

PERSON

Position available for AD SALES
representative. Experience helpful but
not necessary. Possible to work from
home. Suitable for Part Time, or Full
Time. Commission plus. Send letter of
interest to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com or
call 713-252-8000.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER MANAGING
EDITOR

Position available for journalist or
manager with local newspaper.
Experienced in writing, interviewing,
sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Salary
plus benefits. Send letter of interest
to grafikstar@aol.com or call 713-
252-8000.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that Original Letters
of Administration for Docket No. 509525;
Estate of ISAAC S. (SUSTAITA) YBARRA
Deceased; In Probate Court No. 4 of Harris
County, Texas, were issued on JANUARY
11, 2023.

ANGELINA RAMIREZ VELASCO
YBARRA

The residence address of the
administrator is in Harris County, Texas.
The mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 Wallisville Rd

Highlands, TX 77562

All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present them
within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.
Dated this JANUARY 18, 2023.

by   WESTON COTTEN
    Attorney for the Estate

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

3-2T

PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED
AD BY CALLING

713-266-3444
OR EMAIL

GRAFIKSTAR@AOL.COM
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HIGHLANDS Fire Dept. 2022 Recognition Awards

BOARD OF DIRECTORS include Thomas
Coward, Wayne Speaks, Ryan Lopez, Ben
Coward, chair. Not pictured Glenn Chisholm,
Matt Bennett, Tim Covington

MASCOTS 2022
Bella Comeaux,
2023 Jax Grabill

ESD #14 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS,
Mark Taylor, Jerry Ickes, Johnny Gaeke,
Jim Strouhal president, Elaine Marshall
(not present), and Legal Advisor Weston
Cotten

HIGHLANDS
VOLUNTEER FIRE
DEPARTMENT
Continued from page 1

TOP TEN RESPONDERS in the HIGHLANDS VOLUNTEER FIRE
DEPARTMENT 2022 include Pablo Camargo 112, Ben Coward 112,
Ryan Hotchkiss 122, Ruben Lopez 125, Christopher Lewis 152,
Thomas Coward 153, Christofer Contreres 158, and Tanner
Scarbrough 533. Not pictured, Matthew Bennett 108, and Patrick
Brown 331.

ELECTED OFFICERS include Chief Harvey
Little, Ryan Hotchkiss, Nate Scott and Ruben
Lopez. Not pictured Patrick Brown, Kyle Little

20 YEAR SERVICE AWARD, to Felix Jackson, Reggie
Elliott, and Daniel Grabill, presented by Ryan Hotchkiss
and Harvey Little

5 YEAR SERVICE
AWARD, Asst. Chief
Ryan Hotchkiss
presents award to
Reagan Kemp

15 YEAR SERVICE AWARD, Ryan
Hotchkiss, Kathy Chain, with
Chief Little presenting

10 YEAR
SERVICE
AWARD, to Ben
Coward

CITIZEN of the
Year, Claudia
Birdsong

Life Flight was called 45
times, compared with 38
the previous year.  There
were 993 calls for fire re-
sponses, compared with
857 in 2022, a significant
increase. The department
responded to 196 Motor Ve-
hicle Accidents in 2022,
compared to 181 the previ-
ous year. It was noted that
all but the last category
showed significant increas-
es year to year.

Chief Little reported on
accomplishments in the
last year.  The department
purchased new rescue
tools, upgraded fire gear,
remodeled upstairs area of
Station 17, and purchased
12 new Motorola handheld
radios. Pre-fire inspections
were completed for 25 busi-
nesses in Highlands.

Using HVFD equip-
ment, the department held
training sessions at the
Baytown, Sheldon and
Deer Park facilities. Com-
bined training was held
with Crosby and Mont
Belvieu at the Baytown
Fire Field, and Houston
training field..

The Chief noted that
coverage area had been
extended to McNair this
year by vote of the resi-
dents.

Lifesaving AED ma-
chines have been placed at
First Baptist Church, and
Highlands Little League
park. A new ambulance is
due to be delivered soon.

Membership in the
HVFD stands at 69. Of
these 27 are regular, 4 ap-
prentices,  16 retirees (not
in the total), 6 EMS full
time paid, 17 EMS part-
time paid, and 14 part-
time paid firemen.



Page 8 THURSDAY, JANUARY 26, 2023Star ✯ Courier / Press / North Channel STAR



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 15%)
  /CalRGBProfile (ColorMatch RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Sheetfed Uncoated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.2
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 200
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 200
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


