
AUSTIN — Mem-
bers of the Texas Sen-
a t e  D e m o c r a t i c
Caucus filed Senate
Bill 1274. Four days
after the gut-wrench-
ing tragedy in Uvalde,
the caucus urged Gov-
ernor Abbott to imme-
diately call a special
session to address gun
violence in Texas and pass common sense
gun safety legislation.

Senate Bill 1274:
--Raises the minimum age to purchase

an assault weapon to 21;
--Requires background checks for all

firearm sales;
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RACHEL’S DINER
Southern Cooking Buffet -- Coming Soon

14280 FM 2100 (Across from Walmart)
281-462-7349

At the Crosby Fair & Rodeo

A Fan Favorite every night, the Muttin’
Bustin kids hang on for thrills and fun.

EVENTS

Crosby Rodeo announces performers

The Baytown Sun hosted its Community Leadership Celebration March 8
announcing the 2023 Citizens of the Year. Nominees pictured from left: Nick
Jared, Finalist Nikki Rincon, Dr. Randal O’Brien, Harvey Oyler, 2023 Citizen of the
Year R. D. Burnside (seated), Finalist Connie Tilton, 2023 Citizen of the Year Steve
Daniele, Eloy Valdes, Chuck Chandler, Finalist Gina Guillory and Finalist Pete
Lester. Photo by Carol Skewes.

Dr. O’Brien Nominated for Citizen of the Year 2023
Dr. Randal O’Brien,

superintendent of Goose
Creek CISD, was hon-
ored recently by the Bay-
t o w n  S u n  a n d  t h e
community as a nominee
for Citizen of the Year
2023. He was nominated
by Jay Eshbach, a phi-
lanthropist and financial
planner in Baytown un-
til his retirement 12
years ago.

“I met him when he
moved to Baytown, and
we really hit it off. A few
months later, we asked
them to go to Theatre
Under the Stars,” Esh-
bach said. “I talk to him
every few months – he’s
in the paper so much I
can’t keep up with him.
I was Citizen of the Year
in 2019, and when they
asked me to nominate

someone, he’s the first
name that came into my
head. I think he’s been
one of the best, if not the
best, superintendent in
Baytown in my memo-
ry.”

O’Brien was named
interim superintendent
in 2014 and was con-
firmed as the 15th su-
perintendent in the
100-year history of the
district. He came to Bay-
town in 2013 as the dep-
uty superintendent for
administrative services
from Hubbard  ISD,
where he was superin-
tendent for four years.

O’Brien holds a bach-
elor’s degree in business
management from East
Texas Baptist Universi-
ty, where he played bas-
ketball and tennis on

scholarship. He later
earned a master of edu-
cation in administration
from Sam Houston State
University and a doctor-
ate in educational lead-
e r sh ip  f r om Lamar
University. In his more
than 30 years in educa-
tion, he also has served
as a CTE teacher/coordi-
nator, assistant princi-
pal, campus principal
and district administra-
tor.

His accomplishments
include his nominations
as the Region 12 Super-
intendent of the Year by
the Hubbard ISD Board
of Trustees as well as the
Region 4 Superintendent

Intruder in Huffman
School apprehended

Democrat legislators file
gun safety bill

Continued. See Dr.
O’Brien nominated,
Page 2

HUFFMAN, Texas – A
convicted felon is facing
multiple charges after he
was allegedly caught tres-
passing and breaking into
vehicles, while armed with
a gun, at an elementary
school in Huffman.

Christopher Ian Hair
has been charged with un-
lawful carrying a weapon
with a prior felony, carry-
ing a prohibited weapon at
prohibited places and bur-
glary of a motor vehicle.

Hair  was  a l legedly
caught trespassing and
hiding behind a bus at

Huffman Elementary
School on Tuesday.

Police said Hair
stole a passport from
a vehicle he burglar-
ized before he was
caught by a Huffman
Independent School
District police officer.
Hair told the officer
he would hurt him
and tried to resist arrest.

It was not reportedly the first time he
had committed crimes while on the prop-
erty. Hair was already out on bond for

Christopher Ian Hair

Continued. See Intruder Huffman
school, Page 7

--Requires a “cooling off”
period of 72 hours after the
purchase of a firearm; and

--Allows the temporary
removal of firearms from
those who are an imminent
danger to themselves or
others.

State Senator Carol Al-
varado, on behalf of the
Caucus, said the following:

“These measures are
supported by a vast major-
ity of Texans and could
help keep a gun out of the

Continued. See Gun
Safety bill, Page 5

Carol Alvarado
State Senator

BIRTHDAYS
Mar 31--Amy Brewer

Lottie Velma Dunaway
Apr 2--Mickey Mann

Tim Engle
Pauline Cutbirth
Levi James Boyd

Apr 3--Randall Henning
Dylan James Lay
Liam Greenwood
Bryan Muldrow
Dot Sheffield
Zac Bowman

Apr 4--Cory Hildebrand
Clydeen Valentine
Denise Hernandez
Robert H. Sparks

Apr 5--Fred Dunks
Apr 6--J.J. Worthen
Apr 7--Jean Oliver

Charlotte Yates
ANNIVERSARIES
March 31--William & Susan

O’Neal
Apr 1--Doug & Jackie

Adams
Apr 5- Randy & Rose

Donnell

THEA/SJRC Meeting
scheduled at Highlands
Community Center, 6:30pm.
Update on Waste Pits
Remediation.

San Jacinto
River Coalition

APR. 11, TUESDAY

Crosby/Huffman Chamber of
Commerce 31st Annual Golf
Tournament. At Stonebridge at
Newport. 16401 Country Club
Drive, Crosby 77532.

Starts 8:30am registration,
9:00am Breakfast, 10:00am
Shotgun Start.

Early Bird by April 10, $75
without Games, $100 with
Games. After April 10, $100
without Games, $125 with
Games.Games include Longest
Drive, Closest to the Pin and
Bubba Drive.

Register at 281-328-6984 or
chamber@crosbyhuffmancc.org.

C/H Chamber
Tees-N-Tails Golf
Tournament

APR. 13, WED.

BAG OF DONUTS, the very popular Band from New Orleans, will open the
entertainment at this year’s Crosby Fair & Rodeo. The Rodeo Shows start on Friday,
June 2nd at 7:30pm. See story for complete line-up.

Entertainment, BBQ Cookoff, Championship Rodeo June 2 thru June 10
CROSBY – The Crosby

Fair & Rodeo has an-
nounced the line-up of en-
tertainers for this year,
and tickets are now on
sale on their website.
Prices range from $15 to
$20, with a child’s ticket
only $5.

This year there will be
four nights of music and
entertainment, as well as
two nights  o f  PRCA
Championship Rodeo
competitiion. This popu-
lar event sells out early,
so get tickets soon.

Cooking teams will be
busy on Friday June 2
and Saturday June 3 for
the BBQ Cookoff.

Entertainment starts
Friday evening, June 2
with the popular Bag of
Donuts as the main at-
traction, and the local
Crosby band 22’s as the
opener.

On Saturday morning,
June 3rd the traditional
Parade wil l  start  at
10:00am, according to
CFR President Ronnie
Ehrlich. The next night,
Saturday June 3 the per-

former Sunny Saucedo
from San Antonio will be
the main attraction.

During the week Ag
students will be showing
their exhibits, and being
judged. The livestock auc-

tion will take place on
Thursday, June 8 with
B u y e r ’ s  d i n n e r  a t
4 : 0 0 p m ,  A w a r d s  a t
5:45pm, and the Live-
stock Auction at 6:00pm
accord ing  t o  Jus t in

George, Auction Commit-
tee chairman.

Entertainment and the
Rodeo continue on Friday
night, June 9 with Creed
Fisher as the main act,
and Tyler Halverson as
the opener. This is the
first night of the PRCA
rodeo competition.

Saturday morning,
June 10 at 10:00am will
be the Little Wrangler
Rodeo, a fan and family
favorite.

That evening the main
attraction will be Giovan-
nie & The Hired Guns,
and Austin Meade. The
second and final event of
the PRCA Championship
Rodeo will precede the
entertainment, starting
at 7:30pm.

For a detailed story
about each of the perorm-
ing acts, see Page 2 of this
issue of the paper.
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of the Year by the Goose
Creek CISD Board of
Trustees.

Giving back to the
community is important
to O’Brien. He serves as
a Rotarian,  a board
member for the Eddie V.
Gray Wetlands Center
as well as a member of
the Baytown Chamber of
C o m m e r c e  a n d  t h e
Goose Creek CISD Edu-
cation Foundation. He
attends numerous galas
to support community
service organizations,
and he always finds time
to attend fine arts and
athletic events at the
district’s schools.

O’Brien’s wife Monica
is a language arts spe-
cialist and their son Ri-
ley  graduated  f rom
Robert  E.  Lee High
School and will soon
complete his degree at
Trinity University. Son
Tyler is a graduate of
Baylor University and
daughter  Kendal ,  a
graduate of Texas Wom-
an’s University, is a reg-

istered nurse practitio-
ner.

“I am so honored to be
among the nominees for
Citizen of the Year 2023,
and I heartily congratu-
late the two deserving
winners, R.D. Burnside
and  Steve  Danie le .
These two men have not
only been active in the
community, but also
generous with their time
and donations to numer-
ous organizations and
causes,” O’Brien said. “I
also wish to congratulate
finalists Gina Guillory,
Pete Lester, Nikki Rin-
con and Connie Tilton,
along with the other
nominees. Thanks to Jay
Eshbach for nominating
me and to the Baytown
Sun for hosting this an-
nual event. I believe in
the importance of giving
back to the community,
and I hope I have in-
stilled this in my chil-
dren and grandchildren
as well as the students
in our district.”

Students at Dr. Anto-
nio Bañuelos, Jr., Ele-
mentary School had the
opportunity to explore
numerous careers at the
r e c e n t  C a r e e r s  o n
Wheels 2023. Planned
and hosted by Mitzi Ol-
iver, school counselor,
the annual event in-
cludes career choices

Students from Bañuelos Elementary raise their hands enthusiastically when asked by Sgt. Kent Dowdy
with the Goose Creek CISD Police Department if they were interested in becoming a police officer at the
recent Careers on Wheels 2023.

that do not require a de-
gree.

“I want students to
have the opportunity to
experience and learn
about careers that do not
require a degree of high-
er education,” Oliver
said. “The smiles, happi-
ness and thanks from the
students has encouraged

me to make this an an-
nual event for Bañuelos.

Guests for Careers on
Wheels 2023 included
Baytown Public Works,
Baytown Fire Depart-
ment, Goose Creek CISD
Pol i ce  Depar tment ,
Gamers Van, Jeff Smith
Towing, Frank’s Colli-
sion Racing Team (Bon-

do Ballers), Radio One
Houston, CDL Future
Trucking Academy and
Kouzan’s Creole Kitchen.
HEB provided snacks.

“We appreciate all of
our amazing volunteers,
and I look forward to Ca-
reers on Wheels 2024,”
Oliver said.

Dr. O’Brien
nominated for
Citizen of Year,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Bañuelos Elementary Hosts
Careers on Wheels 2023

As the Art League of
Baytown’s Sculpture
Trail art was replaced
after a year on display in
Baytown, Jay Eshbach,
p h i l a n t h r o p i s t  a n d
former financial planner
in Baytown, saw a sculp-
ture that he knew would
be perfect for the Goose
Creek CISD Administra-
tion Building lobby.

“Saturday Distrac-
tions 1,” a 200-lb. bronze
sculpture by Lee Leun-
ing from Aberdeen, SD,
features, in great detail,
a young man so distract-
ed by his book that he
ignores his melting ice
cream cone. His dog
seems to be planning to
take care of the drips.

Eshbach Presents Bronze Sculpture to Goose Creek CISD

Jay Eshbach (front) presents a bronze sculpture to Goose Creek CISD to display at
the Administration Building for the next year. Pictured are (from left) Ray LaVan,
director of fine arts; Dr. Randal O’Brien, superintendent of schools and Dr. Matt
Bolinger, assistant superintendent of human resources. Photo by Carrie Pryor-
Newman.

Impressed by the
sculpture, Eshbach en-
tered into an agreement
with the Art League of
Baytown to lease it,
along with another one,
“May Flowers” by Susan
Geissler of Youngstown,
NY, which he leased for
the lobby of the Baytown
Sun. “Saturday Distrac-
tions 1” was delivered to
the  Adminis t rat ion
Building March 22, and
Eshbach was present for
its arrival.

Dr. Randal O’Brien,
Goose Creek CISD su-
perintendent, is pleased
with the sculpture and
hopes that community
members will have the
opportunity to view it at

the  Adminis t rat ion
Building over the next
year.

“Jay Eshbach has long
been a supporter of
Goose Creek CISD, and
we appreciate his gener-
osity and thoughtfulness
in choosing our Admin-
istration Building for at
least a temporary home
for this magnificent
work of art,” O’Brien
said. “The boy’s passion
for reading clearly over-
shadows the other dis-
tractions and sets a
wonderful example for
o u r  s t u d e n t s .  W e
wouldn’t mind giving
this art a permanent
home!”

GOOSE CREEK CISD NEWS

Friday, Jun 2. 7:30pm -
BAG OF DONUTS,

Bag of Donuts is a New
Orleans party band that taps
into the city’s long tradition
of costumes and great music
to bring New Orleans to
wherever you are. With Bag
of Donuts you and your
friends can reminisce without
the nostalgia—as highly
skilled musicians with a flair
for the fantastical play all the
classics. Together, these hits
are what Bag of Donuts calls
Superpop, a genre of “just
the hits”, from the 60’s all the
way through today, “suped”
up in a new and exciting
way. The party is contagious;
as the guys on stage go wild
in their outlandish costumes,
crowds of friends and
strangers alike find
themselves comfortable
letting loose. If you’re
planning an event, Bag of
Donuts promises an atypical
experience that audience
members of all ages and
types can groove to. Bag of
Donuts will take your night,
and your party, to the next
level.

Saturday, Jun 3. 7:30pm
- SUNNY SAUCEDA

Sunny Sauceda is a three-
time Grammy-winning Tejano
music artist from San Antonio,
Texas. Sauceda plays the
accordion and is known as
the most energetic accordion
player in the world.

His accordion playing
often overshadows his vocal
prowess. Sauceda has a sultry
but powerful modern voice.

Albums:
Vagar Libremente
Awards: Grammy Award

for Best Tejano Album, Latin
Grammy Award for Best
Tejano Album

Friday, Jun 9. 7:30pm -
CREED FISHER

Friday, Jun 2. 7:30pm -
THE 22’S

Country music’s beloved
antihero Creed Fisher calls
out the bullshit and puts
the FU in Fun on his
album Rebel in the South.
“It definitely has a bit more
rock country sprinkled in
than Whiskey and the
Dog, which consisted of
honky tonk, twang,” Fisher
says of the vibe. “That stuff
is on Rebel in the South,
but the balance is a little
different.” Put another
way, he explains, “Whiskey
and the Dog was more
Merle Haggard-ish, and
more ballad driven. I feel
like Rebel in the South is
more Brantley Gilbert,
more county rock.”

Fisher credits the whole
tone of Rebel in the South
originating with the song
“Cuz I’m Country,” which is
the first single. “My buddy
sent me this song he
wanted me to help write,
and I was like, ‘Man this is
about us!’ Everything came
together into a production
that exceeded even his
own high expectations.

Friday, Jun 9. 7:30pm -
TYLER HALVERSON

From a small town in
South Dakota, Tyler
Halverson’s unique style of
country music takes
inspiration from classic
country and western
music, while also looking
ahead to the genre’s
future. At the age of 20,
Tyler moved to Nashville,
to attend Belmont
University where he
studied music business
and refined his
songwriting craft. Tyler’s
first album was co-
produced by himself, Ryan
Youmans, and Muscadine
Bloodline’s Gary Stanton.
“Beer Garden Baby,” the
first release from his self-
titled record in February
2021, has been well
received by the Texas
radio. He recently joined
the roster at True Grit
Talent and is looking
forward to touring his
debut album set to be
released later this year in
2021.

Saturday, Jun 10. 7:30pm
- GIOVANNIE & THE
HIRED GUNS

In the last few years alone,
Giovannie & The Hired Guns
have grown from a massively
beloved local live act to an
undeniable new force on the
national rock scene. Formed
back when frontman
Giovannie Yanez was
working the counter at a
pawnshop, the Stephenville,
Texas-based band has
amassed millions of streams
almost entirely through word-
of-mouth, thanks in no small
part to their unforgettable
live show—an electrifying
spectacle that invariably
leaves audiences sweat-
drenched and ecstatic. With
their high-octane collision of
rock-and-roll and country,
Giovannie & The Hired Guns
are now at work on a hotly
anticipated new album
showcasing their hard-hitting
sound, emotionally raw
storytelling, and the kind of
authentically gritty energy
that’s sorely missing from
rock music today.

Saturday, Jun 10. 7:30pm
- AUSTIN MEADE

Thanks to his metal- and
classic-rock loving dad,
Meade got to see bands like
Judas Priest and worshipped
Whitesnake. In junior high he
related to the intense emo-
rock of Paramore and Fall
Out Boy, and the power of
songwriters like John Mayer.
Yet, thanks to plainspoken
but deep heartland
songwriters like Tom Petty,
and cutting his teeth touring
in the Texas and Oklahoma
Red Dirt scene, Meade’s
music overflows with wide-
open soulfulness. Meade
found his true voice when he
began playing guitar as a
teen in his pastor-father’s
church. Those experiences
lend both a gravitas and
rebelliousness to Meade’s
songs and self. Inspired by
the rock music that molded
Meade’s adolescence comes
his current singles that
include ‘Happier Alone’ ‘Cave
In,’ ‘DÉJÀ VU,’ AND
‘Dopamine Drop’ from THE
NEWLY RELEASED record
‘Black Sheep.’

Crosby Fair & Rodeo Line-up of Performers

A local Crosby band, with
a strong fan base from those
who have heard them.
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ON THE
HILL

Defend  Yourself Against Colorectal Cancer
Houston Methodist Hospital Baytown

West Chambers County
Pilot Club, Inc. will hold its
annual fundraising Gala on
Saturday, April 1, 2023 from
6:00 P.M.-10:00 P.M. at

Barbers Hill High
School,

9696 Eagle Drive Mont
Belvieu, TX 77580

 The theme of this year’s
Gala is “Flamingle on the
Hill”.

There will be dinner, a
live and silent auction.

A drawing with the 1st
prize - $1000.00, and 2nd
prize - $500.00 will be held
at the Gala. Tickets are
$5.00 each.

Dinner tickets are $10.00
each.

RSVP: Diana Jackson 505-
220-7499 or Tonya Keller
281-628-6786

or Email:
Linda Gilmore at

rayegil2@yahoo.com
wccpilotclub@gmail.com
Mailing Address: West

Chambers County Pilot
Club

P.O. Box 1032

West
Chambers
County Pilot
Club 24th
Annual
Fundraising
Gala

(l-r) West Chambers County Pi-
lot Club Director Linda Polk, and
“Flamingle on the Hill” Gala Silver
Sponsor Lisa Dagle Bean

“Flamingle on
The Hill”

Jones Public
Library
Easter Story
Time Article

March is Colorectal
C a n c e r  A w a r e n e s s
Month. Cancer of the co-
lon or rectum — or col-
orectal cancer — is the
second-leading cause of
cancer-related death.

“But, if colorectal can-
cer is detected early, it
has a very high survival
rate,” noted Dr. Samir
Nath, a gastroenterolo-
gist with the Houston
Methodist Gastroenterol-
ogy Associates at Bay-
town.

“The rate of people be-
ing diagnosed with col-
orectal cancer and death
rates for people in the 65-
plus age range have been
dropping in recent years.
However, the number of
cases  and deaths  in
younger people is rising.”
Combined, colon and rec-
tum cancers are expected
t o  c a u s e  m o r e  t h a n
52,000 fatalities in 2023.

SCREENING IS VI-
TAL

“For cancers such as
colorectal cancer that can
be detected by screening,
getting tested can be life-
saving,” Nath noted. Un-

fortunately, about 1 in 3
people who should get
tested for colorectal can-
cer have never been
screened. “That’s trou-
bling because the risk of
developing colorectal can-
cer increases with age,”
said Nath. “In addition,
having a family history of
the disease, colorectal
polyps or inflammatory
bowel disease makes the
risk of colorectal cancer
significant.” Cancer of
some other organs may
also increase the possibil-
ity of colorectal cancer.

OTHER STEPS TO
PROTECT YOURSELF

*The following lifestyle
changes can help prevent
the disease:

*Control weight.
*Quit smoking.
*Limit alcohol to one

drink daily for women
and two for men.

*Exercise.
*Eat low-fat meals rich

in fruits and vegetables.
And don’t overlook di-

etary fiber. Although the
medical consensus on fi-
ber’s ability to fight col-
o r e c t a l  c a n c e r  h a s

seesawed due to some
contradictory findings,
the largest study ever un-
dertaken maintains that
fiber is indeed a powerful
cancer fighter. The 15-
year study, ending in
2000, involved nine Euro-
p e a n  c o u n t r i e s  a n d
400,000 people. It sug-
gests a high-fiber diet can
reduce colorectal cancer
risk by 40%.

HOW IT DEVELOPS
Colorectal cancer at-

tacks the large intestine
— the long digestive or-
gan that removes solid
waste from the body. e
majority of colorectal can-
cers start as polyps. Pol-
yps are visualized as
irregularity on the lining
of the colon and rectum.

Whether a polyp will turn
into cancer depends on its
type and size. Simply re-
moving them before they
become cancerous usual-
ly prevents the disease.

FAMILY TIES
With a blood test, doc-

tors can find genes that
cause the two inherited
colorectal cancers that so
far have been identified:

*Familial adenoma-
tous polyposis, a very
rare defect marked by
hundreds of rectal polyps
that appear in the teen-
age years. Le untreated,
cancer develops in near-
ly every patient by age
45.

*Hereditary nonpoly-
posis colorectal cancer ac-
c o u n t s  f o r  1 0 %  o f
colorectal cancer. It’s
marked by handfuls of
polyps. About 80% of
awed gene carriers devel-
op cancer.

SCREENING FOR
CANCER

The American Cancer
Society recommends one
of these screening sched-
ules for most people ages
45 and older (up to age

75):
*A yearly fecal occult

blood test or fecal immu-
nochemical test

*A stool DNA test as
recommended by your
doctor

*A sigmoidoscopy ev-
ery five years

*A barium enema ev-
ery five years

*A colonoscopy every
10 years

*A CT colonography
(virtual colonoscopy) ev-
ery five years

In addition, you should
report any of these symp-
toms to your doctor:

*Changes in bowel
habits

*Bright-red or black
stool

*Abdominal pain and
cramps

*Unexplained weight
loss

*Exhaustion
Make an appointment

for colorectal  cancer
screening now. To find a
d o c t o r ,  v i s i t
houstonmethodist.org/
spg/gastroenterology/
b a y t o w n  o r  c a l l
281.422.7970.

Dr. Ifran Dadahoy

Amateur Mixed Mar-
tial Arts fighters from
across the country will
step into the cage at the
Lee College Sports Arena
for our institution’s first-
ever MMA event.

Visit Baytown for “A
Dragon’s Tale VI: MMA
Battle by the Bay” on Sat-
urday, April 1, at 7 pm.
Open to all thrill-seekers!
Prepare for battle as
MMA fighters face-off in
n i n e  a c t i o n - p a c k e d
matches.

Enjoy the action while
contributing to student

Experience The Adrenaline of
MMA in Baytown, Texas!

success! Proceeds will
benefit the Lee College
Foundation and support
student scholarships.

Buy tickets for as low
as $20

Event Details
WHERE: Lee College

Sports Arena, 200 Lee
Dr., Baytown, TX 77520

WHEN: 7 p.m., Satur-
day, April 1; Doors open
at 6:30 p.m. (Pre-event
festivities begin at 3 p.m.)

TICKET OPTIONS
Standing: $20
Arena seating: $25

Floor seats: $30
Tables on the floor:

$800
Tables seat up to eight

and are at floor level.
Buy Tickets Now
Did You Know?
Lee College is the only

community college in the
nation that offers an as-
sociate degree in Son-
g a h m  T a e k w o n d o .
Become a Songahm Taek-
wondo instructor, and
learn how to operate a
Taekwondo facility.

On or around July 12,
2022, Mayor Landry and
the Old River Winfree City
Council were informed
that the Old River Winfree
Volunteer Fire department
had disbanded and closed
its doors. This decision was
made without consulting
Mayor Landry or the city
council.

Mayor Landry met with
the Brian Winningham,
Mont Belvieu City Manag-
er, Fire Chief Lee Atchison
and Assistant Fire Chief
Brent Hahn to secure a
contract for Fire and Safe-
ty coverage from the Mont
Belvieu Fire department
for the city of Old River-
Winfree.

Mayor Landry and the
city council of Old River-
Winfree budgeted and do-
nated $20,000.00 to  the
Mont Belvieu Fire Depart-
ment for the FY 2021-

Old River Winfree Volunteer Fire Department
Disbanded, City Hires Mont Belvieu

Old River-Winfree’s city council presented Mont Belvieu Fire Department
checks totaling $50,000 at a recent meeting to help defer the costs associated
with MBFD bringing the City of Old River-Winfree into their response area.
From left, are city council members Jackie Johnson, Kathy Fransen, Pam
McCall, Mayor Joe Landry, Assistant Mont Belvieu Fire Chief Brent Hahn,
council members Judy Strickland and J.F. Steadham.

2022. This year, fiscal year
2022-2023

Mayor Landry and the
city council  members,
Mayor Pro Temp Jackie
Johnson, Kathy Franssen,
P a m  M c C a l l ,  J . F .
S t e a d h a m  a n d  J u d y
Strickland presented as-
sistant Mont Belvieu Fire
C h i e f   H a h n  w i t h  a
$50,000 check. ($20,000
budgeted city funds for fire
protection and a $30,000
which is a result of the
American Recovery Act
Grant) Mayor Landry and
the city council will contin-
ue to work with the Mont
Belvieu Fire Department
for the safety and better-
ment of this city.

If you have any ques-
tions or concerns, please
contact the city office at
281-385-1735 or email at
cityorw@gmail.com.

The Jones Public Library
will be hosting an Easter Story
Time and egg hunt on April 5th
at 10:00 AM. There will be a
short storytime followed by an
egg hunt and party. Anyone
wishing to participate is en-
couraged to bring 1 or 2 doz-
en eggs per child. The eggs
may be filled with small toys
or wrapped candy. Eggs can
be dropped off early at the
front desk of the library. Par-
ticipants are also encouraged
to bring their own basket with-
out easter grass. There will be
a party to follow if you would
like to bring a group treat. The
library is anticipating between
40-50 participants.

I’ve also included our social
media graphic if you would
like to include it or share it on
your socials.

Thank you for everything
you do in getting the word out
to the community about our
events!

Jones Public Library
801 S Cleveland St Ste A
Dayton TX  77535



Page 4 THURSDAY, MARCH 30, 2023Star ✯ Courier / Press / North Channel STAR

✯      O P I N I O N    P A G E    ✯

Editor & Publisher..............................Gilbert Hoffman
Associate Publisher.....................Mei-Ing Liu Hoffman
Assignment Editor....................................Julieta Paita
Website Editor............................ ......Kristan Hoffman
Marketing Executive..............................Willie Glasgow
Production Manager.....................Gerardo Hernandez
Entered as Periodicals Class at Highlands Post Office, Highlands, TX 77562. Under the Act
of Congress of March 3, 1879. Published 50 weeks per year, on Thursday, by Grafikpress
Corp., 5906 Star Lane, Houston, TX 77057. Opinions in this paper are those of the au-
thors, and not necessarily this newspaper’s. Any erroneous statement which may appear
will be corrected when brought to the attention of the publisher. Liability for errors is
limited to the reprinting of the corrected version. Submissions are encouraged, in person,
by mail, by Fax, or by email, to grafikstar@aol.com.

GRAFIKPRESS is publisher of community newspapers, including Highlands STAR-Crosby
COURIER; Barbers Hill Dayton PRESS; Northeast NEWS; North Forest NEWS, North Chan-
nel STAR. Combined circulation of these newspapers exceeds 20,000, Readership exceeds
50,000 according to industry standards. We also print dozens of school, ethnic, and gov-
ernment publications on contract. Call for information to 713-977-2555.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: In-county, $28.00 per year. Out of county, $35.00 per Year. POST-
MASTER: Send address changes to Star-Courier, P. O. Box 405, Highlands, TX 77562

News and Ad Phones....713-266-3444
FAX Line....713-977-1188
email: grafikstar@aol.com

Member Texas Press Association

USPS 244-500

H I G H L A N D S

Barbers Hill✯Dayton PRESS

Star✯CourierStar✯Courier

NORTH CHANNEL ✯ STAR

C R O S B Y

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

“Enough Steps”
Anxiety likes numbers.
I only recently realized

that a lot of my anxiety fix-
ates on meaningless num-
bers. I like to know how
many there are of a partic-
ular thing and then attach
meanings—usually sinister,
sometimes hopeful, always
unreasonable—to these
numbers.

How many words are in
this column? Six hundred
exactly. Why are there 600
words? Because I once read
that 600 words was a good
length for a column, I have
always written exactly 600.
Never more. Never less. But
if my wonderful editor sug-
gests I let an extra word in
or suggests a hyphen that
makes two words become
one, does this bother me? I
am proud to tell you this
does not bother me—very
much.

How many pounds do I
weigh? How many pounds
should I weigh? Does the
fact that I weigh less today
mean I am at a better
weight? If I weigh less to-
morrow, would that be bet-
ter still? How many days
would it be better? When
would it no longer be better?
Because there is no exact
answer to this question, I’ve
decided it’s better not to
weigh myself. Instead, I
take notice if I can no long-
er get into my pants.

How many steps have I
taken? How many should I
take? Should it bother me
that I took 500 fewer steps
today than I took yesterday?
Should I try to take 500
more tomorrow? What if
that works out to be an odd
number? Wouldn’t it be bet-
ter if it were a nice even
number? Should I run
around the bed a few times
until there are at least two
zeros at the end of whatev-
er number it is? For obvious
reasons, I have never had a
fitness watch. It was my
brother-in-law who pointed
out that a watch that count-
ed my steps would be a very
bad idea. I was a little em-
barrassed that he knew me
so well.

Waiting also increases
anxiety, and that’s what I’m
doing right now. I’m waiting
to see if a publisher is inter-
ested in my first novel. How
many days will it take an
editor to read my novel be-
fore replying? How many
days would it take them if
they liked it? How many
days will it take them if they
hated it? At what hour of the
day will I know that I am
waiting for nothing? Will I
ever know?

This is a very long pro-
cess—and I knew it would
be. But knowing something
will take a long time and
actually waiting for it—day
by day, week by week, some-
times minute by minute—
is a very different thing. It
makes me worry more about
other things—like whether
I have more or less hair than
I used to and how much sug-
ar I am eating. It makes me
take longer walks than usu-
al, and it makes me grate-
ful to my brother-in-law,
once again, because I do not
have a fitness watch.

Instead, I just walk. I re-
alize that whatever I weigh,
it’s about right. I realize
that, in reality, I have not
been waiting very long for
publishers to read. I realize
that my hair is actually
looking pretty good these
days (a stranger even gave
me a compliment!), and I
probably don’t need to wor-
ry about going bald. And,
after enough steps (al-
though I cannot tell you how
many), I realize, once again,
what a lucky girl I am to be
able to do all these wonder-
ful things and have all these
wonderful opportunities.

I’d tell you more, but I’ve
hit 600 words—exactly.

Till next time,
Carrie
Check out CarrieClasso-

nAuthor on Facebook or vis-
it CarrieClasson.com.

Senate Passes Tax Cut Package
The Texas Senate last week

unanimously approved a $16.5
billion package to lower prop-
erty taxes and inject billions of
dollars into public schools.

As reported by the Texas
Tribune, the three separate
bills require the state to send
at least $5.38 billion to public
schools while at the same time
raising the state’s homestead
exemption from $40,000 to
$70,000, with an additional
$20,000 exemption for home-
owners 65 and older. Accord-
ing to  the Tribune,  the
proposal would save an aver-
age homeowner $341 on their
annual tax bill. Seniors would
save an additional $227 annu-
ally.

In exchange for the in-
creased state funding, local
school property tax rates
would be cut by 7 cents for ev-
ery $100 in appraised value.
An owner of a $300,000 home
paying the state’s average
school tax rate would save
$210 annually in property tax-
es.

“This is off-the-charts, in-
credible property tax relief for
millions of Texas homeown-
ers,” said state Sen. Paul
Bettencourt, R-Houston.

DEADLINE TO REGISTER
FOR MAY 6 ELECTION NEARS

The deadline for eligible
Texas voters to register in or-
der to vote in the May 6 local
elections is just around the
corner, Secretary of State Jane
Nelson announced.

“If you are not already reg-
istered to vote in the upcom-
ing local elections - there is still
time! Make sure to submit
your voter registration appli-
cat ion  to  your county
voter registrar by Thursday,
April 6 so that you can have an
opportunity to make your voice
heard in your local communi-
ty,” Nelson said.

Check with the local elec-
tions office to learn which mu-
nicipalities, school districts
and other entities are holding
elections. Early voting begins
on April 24 and ends on May
2, with Election Day on May 6.

PAID PARENTAL LEAVE FOR
STATE WORKERS?

For the first time, state em-
ployees could get 30 days of
paid leave for childbirth or
adoption. A bipartisan bill

passed the Texas Senate last
week with unanimous support.

The Austin American-
Statesman reported that Sen-
ate Bill 222, besides allowing
the 30 days of paid leave,
would apply to anyone paying
into the Employee Retirement
System of Texas; to employees
working within the executive
branch of state government;
and give 10 days of paid leave
to employees whose spouse
gave birth.

“Paid parental leave will
help the state attract and re-
tain talent while combating
the workforce shortage,” the
bill’s main sponsor, state Sen.
Robert Nichols, R-Jackson-
ville, said. A similar bill in the
House would grant 60 days of
paid leave under the same cir-
cumstances detailed in the
Senate bill.

AGENCY WARNS OF
DANGEROUS DRUG
COMBINATION

An animal tranquilizer
called xylazine has been found
mixed with illegal drugs dis-
tributed in the state, resulting
in at least four deaths,
the Texas Department of State
Health Services reported.

The tranquilizer has been
combined with fentanyl and
other opioids, as well as Xanax
and other drugs. It produces a
strong sedative effect and can
cause unconsciousness, low
blood pressure, a slowed heart
rate and breathing. It can also
cause organ damage due to
loss of blood flow.

Since it is not an opioid, the
effects of xylazine cannot be
reversed by using Narcan, of-
ficials said.

NEW FOSTER CARE MODEL
LAUNCHED

Community groups repre-
senting nearly 50 counties in
North and East Texas are as-
suming oversight of foster care
from the state of Texas in a
groundbreaking attempt to
boost capacity and essential
services for children under the
state’s conservatorship.

Three contracts  were
signed by the Texas Depart-
ment of Family and Protective
Services and private groups.
One serves Dallas County
along with eight surrounding
counties. Another serves 23
counties in Northeast Texas,
while a third serves the Beau-
mont-Port Arthur area.

“This largest expansion to
date for Community-Based
Care is a real turning point in
our state’s intensive effort to
move to local control, and a
better system overall for the
children and youth in our
care,” Stephanie Muth, DFPS
commissioner, said. “Those
kids belong to their communi-
ties, and those communities
want the opportunity to make
every day better for a child in
foster care.”

The expansion means that
community-based care is now
in place in half of the state geo-
graphically, representing a
third of the population.

FIRST CASE OF AVIAN FLU IN
MAMMALS IN TEXAS

A striped skunk recovered
from Carson County in the
Panhandle has been confirmed
as the first case of avian flu in
a mammal in the state.

Officially called Highly
Pathogenic Avian Influenza, it
is a highly contagious virus
transmitted easily among wild
and domestic birds. It has been
detected in all states except
Hawaii, according to the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment.

Transmiss ion  occurs
through consumption of infect-
ed animal carcasses. Symp-
toms include stumbling,
tremors, seizures, lack of fear
of people, lethargy, coughing
and sneezing or sudden death.

While transmission risk
from infected birds to people
remains low, precautions
should be taken, such as wear-
ing gloves and face masks if in
contact with wild animals,
TPWD advised.

SCHOOL CHOICE HEARING
DRAWS HUNDREDS

A Senate Education Com-
mittee meeting on proposals
that would give parents pub-
lic money for private schools
drew about 200 people and
stretched past midnight last
T h u r s d a y ,
the Statesman reported.

Supporters spoke about al-
lowing school choice and finan-
cial relief for parents of private
school students, while oppo-
nents warned against siphon-
ing  money  f rom publ i c
districts, lack of oversight and
using taxpayer money for reli-
gious schools.

State Sen. Brandon Creigh-
ton, R-Conroe, is sponsoring
Senate Bill 8, which would pro-
vide $8,000 per child for pri-
vate school, homeschooling,
tutoring or other educational
costs. He told the Statesman
that education savings ac-
counts would not hurt public
schools.

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Opinions expressed here are not
necessarily that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR
OPINION is welcome. Send a letter for possible
publication to Grafikpress Newspapers, 5906 Star
Lane, Houston TX 77057 or an email to
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com. Please limit your words to
about 200. Letters will be subject to editing. Thank you.

By Allan Jamail

March 27, 2023 as a
former member of the law
enforcement community I
feel a sense of duty to offer
my opinion/suggestions to
those responsible for provid-
ing safe schools for children.

Do not classify me as an
anti-gun person, I’m a hunt-
er and have a Texas Depart-
m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y
Superv i so r ’ s  F i rearms
Training Qualification. But
I’m very much opposed of
firearms entering schools
from unauthorized persons.

STOP THE SILENCE, END SCHOOL GUN VIOLENCE
is my mission here.

No one can deny as never before schools have become a
dangerous place for children and faculty because of school
shootings, facts and data back this up. As of 2022 the past
five years there have been over 5,000 teenagers ages 12 -17
killed and or injured from gun violence, not all were in-school
shootings but many were. Year 2023 has recorded over 40
school shootings in the first quarter.

Just in the past few days and while writing this article
there’s been two more school shootings, one at a public school
and the other at a private school. There’s no consistent pat-
tern as to types of schools or grade level the shootings will
take place at. One consistent marker is 98 percent of school
shootings are usually committed by males.

For some unknown reason schools have become a regu-
lar place to have gun violence in them. I remember growing
up no one would’ve dreamed of bringing a gun to school much
less using one. But times have changed and school officials
must recognize that and school officials must change with
the times.

Faculty, school officials and students have become tar-
gets and shooting victims by an alarming number, and yet
no one seems to be able to stop this wave of gun violence and
in reality no one can completely stop it.

But positively school districts can take measures to re-
duce the chance of a firearm and or knife from entering the
school building to be used as a weapon. Parents shouldn’t
have to worry when their phone rings if it’s a call that their
child is a shooting victim.

School district officials should be more pro-active in the
prevention of firearms entering the schools, they should get
ahead of the curve, use the modern technology available.

Metal detectors placed at entrances where students and
faculty enter with law enforcement monitoring them can be
a huge deterrent and would have saved lives had they been
in place where gun violence cases erupted. To not do so, one
is denying the facts and gambling their schools will not have
a shooting. One should not gamble with others lives when
facts are proving there’s a significant risk.

Santa Fe, Texas is a perfect example, it’s about thirty
minutes away; the high school there had 10 killed (8 stu-
dents & 2 teachers) and 14 injured when a student opened
fire in a school classroom. There was no warning, the gun-
man it’s said wasn’t a troubled student. Now, AFTER THE
FACT they’ve installed metal detectors. Their action should
serve as a wake-up-call to other school districts.

It’s common for us entering sporting events like the As-
tros, Rockets and Houston Rodeo etc to first pass through a
metal detector. This is common sense; it doesn’t take a rock-
et scientist to know this will save lives and stop some gun
violence in schools.

A child is our most valuable resource so I ask school offi-
cials why not protect them as much as you can? The cost of
preventing a school shooting death and or injury is a mini-
mal expense by using metal detectors.

Most school districts along their security team have cre-
ated a plan of action should a school shooting happen. This
is great, but this is only an AFTER THE FACT plan and
shooters know this and it doesn’t seem to prevent shootings.

Recently the shooting outside of the grounds of the Ga-
lena Park High School where a teen was killed, witnesses
have said the day of the shooting the victim it’s been alleged
had a pistol in his possession all day before the shooting.
And he showed it to classmates it’s alleged. There were dep-
uty constables there that day but they had no way of know-
ing anyone was carrying a gun.

Students are carrying guns undetected in schools daily.
Yet the most reasonable tool to prevent this is using metal
detectors. Why haven’t more school districts taken the sen-
sible steps to use them?

I’m not suggesting metal detectors are the sole solution
but it would have stopped the Santa Fe school shooting and
hundreds more across the nation like it. There’s sufficient
evidence to suggest metal detectors could prevent gun vio-
lence. Metal detectors range in cost of $2,500 to $4,000 each,
there’s not a parent or grandparent of the shooting death of
their child who wouldn’t gladly pay that to have their love
one back.

Some school officials have said they don’t want the stu-
dents to feel insecure with their safety and the presence of
metal detectors lend to that thinking. That’s baloney, stu-
dents are not that sensitive, they’re not in a vacuum, they’re
well aware of the threat they face daily upon entering the
school. Just the opposite effect would be true; students know-
ing everyone in their school wasn’t armed would give them
a better peace of mind and better learning environment.

See next week’s continuation of other preventative steps
schools and parents can take to ensure their child’s safety.
School Shootings A Bad Sign Of The Times

Gun Violence: Coming
to a School Near you?
School Gun Violence – one of a series

Allan Jamail
NC Star Writer

OPINION
✯

By Allan Jamail
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criminal trespassing and
criminal mischief at the
same elementary school on
March 6th.

During Wednesday’s
court appearance, the
judge set Hair’s bond at
$1,500 for the burglary of
a motor vehicle, $20,000
for the carrying a weapon
in a prohibited place, and
$20,000 for the unlawful
carrying a weapon, total-

ing a bond amount of
$41,500.

Huffman ISD released
the following statement to
parents and guardians
about the incident:

“A person was appre-
hended and taken into cus-
tody on HISD premises.
This individual was discov-
ered behind an unoccupied
bus. The individual has
been running from law en-

forcement for quite some
time, and due to the quick
actions of our Huffman
ISD Police Department,
this individual was taken
into custody after a brief
struggle. This is a huge re-
lief to our community, and
we are very thankful for
their efforts in this matter.

“No students were in
the area at the time of the
incident.”

Intruder in Huffman
School apprehended,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

hands of the next would-be
mass shooter.

Texas has suffered more
mass shootings over the
past decade than any oth-
e r  s ta te :  Suther land
Springs, Santa Fe, El Paso,
Midland-Odessa and now
Uvalde. 87 innocent lives
lost and hundreds of oth-
ers injured and affected by
the shootings. “Thoughts
and prayers”  are  not
enough. Lamenting the
fact that “evil”  walks

among us is not enough.
Laying the blame at the
feet of a broken mental
health care system is not
enough. We need evidence-
based, common sense gun
safety laws.

We must confront the
public health issue at
hand—gun violence. Guns
should not be easier to ac-
cess than health insur-
ance, baby formula, voting,
books and enlisting in the
military. We are not trying

to  take  away  Second
Amendment rights. In-
stead, we are asking for
reasonable laws that will
create a safer Texas for all
of us. Taking action re-
quires bravery. The pro-
posed solutions are not
new. We cannot wait for
another tragedy to occur.
Texas has the power to
protect its people; it is time
we do so.”

Gun safety bill filed by
Democratic legislators,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Highlands Rotary partners
on Community Projects

Sometimes a small project can help the needy in a very big way. The
Highlands Rotary Club recently found projects that needed a partner to
help some needy folks in the community. Thanks to our Rotarians, we
were able to help a partner complete their project.

An elderly person in Highlands couldn’t reach her front door because
the steps were too steep. Rotarians partnered with Highlands Sampson
Lodge to build a new set of stairs that were easier and safer. (Note:
Attribution corrected from previous issue).
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SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS
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Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
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WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER
MARKETING/SALES
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representative. Experience helpful but
not necessary. Possible to work from
home. Suitable for Part Time, or Full
Time. Commission plus. Send letter of
interest to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com or
call 713-252-8000.
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Your Hometown Newspaper
News tips and Ad Inquiries:

713-266-3444

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER
MARKETING/SALES

PERSON

Position available for AD SALES
representative. Experience helpful but
not necessary. Possible to work from
home. Suitable for Part Time, or Full
Time. Commission plus. Send letter of
interest to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com or
call 713-252-8000.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

10-2T

TRACTOR WORK TRACTOR WORKTRACTOR WORK

Tractor, Dozer and Backhoe
Services

Call or text for Free Quote.
JOE FLANAGAN

832-530-0054
10-4T

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

12-2T

HOUSTON – A man suspected of driving while
intoxicated is in custody after leading authorities
on a chase before a rollover crash that injured his 3-
year-old child on the East Freeway Friday, the Hous-
ton Police said.

According to HPD, the suspect had a warrant is-
sued out of Louisiana for running over his child’s
mother. He was fleeing after a pursuit ensued with
Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office. Deputies had to
cancel the pursuit on the East Freeway and the belt-
way since they were out of gas, investigators said.

Authorities said speeds throughout the pursuit
exceeded 120 MPH at times. Sometime throughout
the chase, the suspect and another vehicle were in-
volved in a rollover crash.

The suspect, who appeared to show signs of in-
toxication, was trapped and had to be extricated
from the vehicle, HPD said. Police said the 3-year-
old child was transported to Texas Children’s Hos-
pital in critical but now stable condition.

Police said the second vehicle involved in the crash
had some damage, but the driver sustained minor
injuries.

The suspect is expected to face charges after his
blood is drawn at the hospital, HPD said.

I-10 pursuit from
Beaumont ends in
Houston with
rollover, child hurt

Authorities extricated a driver from the roll-over vehicle
at the left side of this photo. A 3-year-old child was
injured, and another vehicle struck during the chase.
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