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✯
IN THE
STARS

RACHEL’S DINER
Southern Cooking Buffet -- Coming Soon

14280 FM 2100 (Across from Walmart)
281-462-7349

EVENTS

BIRTHDAYS
Apr 18--Monica McKinney

Mark Williams
Apr 19--Benny Clark

Magon Hencke
Apr 20--April McClelland
Apr 22--Robert McDowell
Apr 23--Paul Bauer
Apr 24--Casey Gower

Amanda Leath
Lacy Maness
Kaitlyn Kaly

Apr 25--Colton Cutbirth
Apr 26--Lyndsey West
Apr 27--Kitty Elkins
April28–Ms. Chrislee

Stephens
Apr 29--Becky Gomez

Jason Maness
Apr 30--Jeramy Bimage

Jennifer Ward Loggins
May 1--Pat McIntosh
May 2--Justin Holton
May 3--David Stone
May 5--Micheal Barnes

Micha Owens

ANNIVERSARIES
Apr 19--Vance & Cecilia

Banik
Apr 23--Jerry & Jeanette

Thompson
Apr 28--Dan & Margie

Nicholson
Mike & Tanya Williams

May 3--Edward & Mareta
Richard

May 6--Sidney & Ellen Platt

Friends of the Crosby LIbrary
will hold a meeting on Monday,
April 24 at 6:00pm.

The program will be a talk on
Crosby History “The Swedish
Streets of Crosby”

Crosby Library
Friends Meeting

APR. 24, MON.

Message from the Crosby Superintendent
Hello East Harris

County and Crosby ISD
families,

We are down to our
last six weeks of the 2022-
2023 School Year, and
Crosby ISD is finishing
April strong. Let’s jump
right in.

On April 13, the Coleen
Walker Relays returned
to Cougar Stadium for the
first time in four years.
The pandemic sidelined
the event for several
years, but we were fortu-
nate to have beautiful
weather for the 2023 re-
lays. Special needs stu-
dents had a wonderful
time buddying up with
Crosby High School stu-
dents to walk through

each relay event includ-
ing sensory stations. The
relays started in 2005 and
are named in honor of the
wonderful LifeSkills
teacher at Crosby High
School, Ms. Coleen Walk-
er, who passed away in
2004. She believed in edu-
cation for all. She was
also the sponsor of the
Texas Future Teachers
Association (TFTA) at
Crosby High School for
many years. Some of the
same students she taught

have gone on to do great
things, from being a chef
to being leaders in Crosby
ISD, at the campus and
district level. I remember
Ms. Walker’s wonderful
smile, and I have no
doubt she would be
thrilled at the tribute in
her honor.

Crosby High School
students had an impres-
sive showing at the Track
and Field District 17-5A
meet at Barbers Hill High
School on April 12 and
April 13. It was great to
be there to watch our
Cougars bring home so
much hardware. The fol-
lowing students won first
place in their events: the
Girls’ 4x400 Relay Team;
Jeremiah Batiste in the
300-meter hurdles and
100-meter hurdles; Mayte
Tavarez in the 400-meter
race; Ty Lovas in the Pole
Vault competition; and
Victoria Grace in Shot
Put. The following stu-
dents earned second
place: Abigail Ellisor in
the 300-meter hurdles
and the 100-meter hur-
dles; Xandra Hernandez

Continued. See Crosby
Superintendent, Page 2

Art Car Parade

Annual Art Car Parade was held last
weekend. More Photos inside, Page 7

Turner Car Show
set for Saturday

This 1965 Shelby COBRA Ford GT is scheduled to be one of the
featured cars in Saturday’s Car Show at Turner Chevrolet in
Crosby. (If it doesn’t rain, said owner Bruce Meyer). The event is
from 10am to 3pm at 21002 Crosby Freeway (US90). Car fans
will be able to view about 100 autos, trucks, SUVs, and other
wheeled vehicles at this 2nd Annual event, according to General
Manager David Mendez. There will be Food trucks, raffles for
prizes, and judging of the top 20 cars on display with appropriate
trophies, according to Robbie Turner. The public is welcome to
this free event.

Crosby Fair and Rodeo President Ronny Ehrlich (left) and Crosby Fair and
Rodeo Board Member Dwight Klise (right) receive a fully Automated External
Defibrillator (AED) donated by the Cody Stephens Go Big or Go Home
Memorial Foundation, represented by Melody Stephens and Scott Stephens.

AED donated to CrosbyRodeo

Continued. See AED donated, Page 5

CROSBY – The Cody
Stephens Go Big or Go
Home Memorial Founda-
tion (GBOGH), along with
its sponsors Zoll-Medical
Corporation and SaveSta-
tion Inc. have combined to
place a fully Automated
External Defibrillator
(AED) at the Crosby Rodeo
and Fairgrounds.  Zoll

Medical Corporation donated the AED to
Parent Heart Watch (PHW), the national
non-profit solely dedicated to the preven-
tion of sudden cardiac arrest and death
in youth.

The Go Big or Go Home Foundation
then won the AED in an opportunity
drawing held by PHW to raise money for
the organization.  SaveStation Inc of On-

In Harris County, res-
idents are under-repre-
sented by attorneys
when an eviction is filed
against them. From 2020
to 2022, 146,618 eviction
cases were filed and of
those cases, only 1.92%
of defendants were as-
sisted by attorneys. In
these same situations,
landlords almost always
have legal representa-
tion.

To assist renters fight-
ing eviction, commission-
ers court last month
expanded the Housing
Legal Services Fund
with $4 million for legal
aid that will fund sup-
port for approximately
5,010 eligible cases total
with approximately 90%
receiving full representa-
tion and the remaining
receiving brief services.
Applications for assis-
tance are open now.

To apply or learn more
about the program, call
210-952-9259.

County expands
funds to help
residents facing
eviction

Crosby High School Bass Club wins Bayou City Division team championship

SUPERINTENDENT
PAULA PATTERSON

 Crosby High School Girls’ 4X400 Relay Team wins first place at the 17-5A
District Meet. They were among several first place finishers from Crosby
High School.

in the Pole Vault competi-
tion, Madison Lemond
won second place in the
Long Jump. Boys’ 4X100
Relay Team ended in
third place in their event.
What an impressive list of

student-athletes!

The Crosby High
School Bass Club faced
rain, storms, and wind
during the Regional Tour-
nament on Lake Conroe,

but they came out on top!
Several angler teams are
headed to State, and the
Bass Club claimed the
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501 Washateria is a brand new
washateria located in the Highlands

Texas Area.

501 WASHATERIA
FRESH & CLEAN LAUNDROMAT!

Now Open on Main Street in Highlands

Our Laundromat is fully equiped with Wascomat Professional
washers and dryers that are fast, reliable, and deliver the best

wash results - saving your time and money!

EXTRA LARGE WASHERS, CLEANING 60 LBS
OF LAUNDRY IN UNDER 1 HOUR
We take laundry to the next level.

Open 7 days a week!
STORE HOURS   8am - 9pm  (Last Wash at 8pm)
281-843-8036  email: 501washateria@gmail.com

Bayou City Division team
championship trophy! We
know you’re going to do
great at State!

Congratulations to
Crosby High School Girls’
Basketball player Allison
Bennett for being the def-
inition of a STUDENT-
athlete! She has made the
5A Academic All-State
Team, which is her fifth
academic accolade of the
season. Allison also made
the Texas Girls Coaches
Association Academic All-
State team, Academic All
District Honors, Texas
High School Coaches As-
sociation Academic All-
State Second Team, and
Allison ranks 9th among
her peers in the Class of
2023. We can’t wait to see
what she does in her next
chapter.

We’re at the point in
the school year where
parents / guardians are
getting first-hand experi-
ences seeing how much
their children have
learned since last August.
Crosby Elementary re-
cently hosted a STEAM
night for first and second
graders. Classrooms were
opened and invited par-
ents and students to ex-
plore hands-on projects
covering all the STEAM
subjects: science, technol-
ogy, engineering, art, and
math. From tracing
leaves to planting seed-
lings to engineering boats
made of a Styrofoam, it
was great to see families
learning and laughing
together.

We’re approaching
testing season as April
winds down and we turn
the page to May. I want to
thank the Crosby ISD
technology services team
for their preparations to
make testing for our stu-
dents go as smoothly as
possible. On their check-
list, they’ve been busy

updating iPads, upgrad-
ing servers, and checking
on connectivity. Last
year, the online testing
season went smoothly
thanks to the tech team’s
efforts. We also want to
encourage families to
make sure students bring
their devices to school
each day fully charged.

We are looking forward
to celebrating Crosby
High School seniors at
this year’s Graduation
Ceremony for the Class of
2023. The graduation pro-
gram is set for Friday,
May 26, 2023, starting at
7:30pm at Cougar Stadi-
um. Seating will be on a
first come, first served
basis. There are currently
no seating capacity limi-
tations for Cougar Stadi-
um. Should inclement
weather interfere or in-
terrupt the outdoor cere-
mony, we will move the

program to the CHS gym
and limit seating to four
(4) guests per graduate.
We will all hope for sunny
skies and clear weather
as we celebrate our se-
niors.

We are Better Togeth-
er! Go Coogs!

Crosby Superintendent’s
Message,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Crosby ISD students celebrate the return of the
Coleen Walker Relays to Cougar Stadium.

Student-athlete Allison
Bennett. She is a senior at
Crosby High School and
earned several academic
accolades while playing on
the girls’ varsity team.
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Barbers Hill
Dayton PressBarbers Hill
Dayton Press✯

Serving Mont Belvieu, Dayton, Baytown and surrounding communities since 1995

ON THE
HILL

Creighton
Statement on
Combatting
DEI Efforts

Mont Belvieu
Mosquito
Spraying to
Start April 4th

Public Works department staff
will spray for mosquitos once a
week from April - October 2023
in an effort to keep the mosquito
population in Mont Belvieu as
low as possible.

Depending on your neighbor-
hood, mosquito spraying will
take place on either Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, or Thursdays
between the hours of 9:00 p.m.
and 12:00 a.m.

ZONE 1 (TUESDAYS)
Trinity Street
Bridgette Lane
Crown Colony
The Colony
Eagle Creek
Magnolia Landing
Cottonwood Estates
Reserve of Champions Es-

tates
Lakes of Champions
South Lake
Icet Creek Crossing
Blue Heron

ZONE 2 (WEDNESDAYS)
Wilburn Ranch
Fisher’s Landing
Secret Subdivision
Brookstone
Eagle Ridge
Champions Forest
The Villages of Champions

Gate
Cherry Point
St. Augustine Meadows
Cherry Creek Estates
Langston Drive Estates
Uptown (East Winfree, Earl

Porter, Cove Rd.)
Country Creek

ZONE 3 (THURSDAYS)
City Park
Eagle Pointe Golf Course
Eagle Pointe Recreation

Complex
Cotton Bayou Wastewater

Treatment Plant
Public Works Complex
City Hall

WHAT WE USE
The City of Mont Belvieu uses

a broad spectrum all-tempera-
ture, quick knockdown, low
odor, and non-corrosive syner-
gized synthetic pyethroid insec-
ticide for the control of adult
mosquitoes in residential, recre-
ational, and other areas. This
same product can also help
control biting and non-biting
midgs and black flies.

The Future of Cancer Treatment
Houston Methodist Hospital Baytown

Dr. Ugochukwu Odo

Texas House Advances CROWN Act,
Which would Ban Hairstyle Discrimination

State Rep. Rhetta Bow-
ers, D-Rowlett, at a 2021
legislative committee hear-
ing. Bowers wants to ban
hairstyle discrimination in
workplaces, schools and
housing.

(Evan L’Roy/The Texas
Tribune, Evan L’Roy/The
Texas Tribune)

The Texas House gave
initial approval Wednes-
day to a bill that would pro-
h ib i t  race -based  hair
discrimination in schools,
workplaces and housing.
The lower chamber’s vote
took the state one step clos-
er to adopting a law in-
spired by the experiences of
two Black high schoolers
near Houston threatened
with discipline in the 2019-
20 school year if they didn’t
cut their locks.

House Bill 567, filed by
state Rep. Rhetta Bowers,
D-Garland, was voted out

of a House committee in
late March. An identical
Senate bill from state Sen.
Borris Miles, D-Houston, is
sitting in the Senate State
Affairs Committee but
hasn’t yet received a hear-
ing. Representatives over-
whelmingly approved the
bill on its second reading
with a 141-3 vote.

“I believe how the hair
naturally grows out of our
heads should have nothing
to do with what is inside,”
Bowers told the House
committee. “And therefore
with any of the success that
we accomplish, the time is
now for Texas to take up
this civil rights legislation
and protect the people from
racial discrimination.”

HB 567 would add to the
state’s education, labor and
property codes a prohibi-
tion on discrimination
based on certain hairstyles
— including braids, dread-

locks and twists. Versions
of the legislation, called the
CROWN Act — an acro-
nym for Create a Respect-
ful and Open World for
Natural Hair — have been
adopted throughout the
country since 2019, when
school administrators or-
dered two young men in
Mont Belvieu, about 30
miles east of Houston, to
cut their hair.

The bill so far has re-
ceived what appears to be
wide support on its journey
through the legislative pro-
cess — at least in the
House.

More than a dozen peo-
ple spoke in favor of the
proposal during a House
State Affairs Committee
hearing last month. Addi-
tionally, more than 70 peo-
ple registered their support
for the measure but did not
testify; two individuals reg-
istered their opposition,

according to a witness list.
Anecdotal accounts of

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  h a v e
emerged sporadically since
the  inc ident  in  Mont
Belvieu drew internation-
al attention to the issue.

Administrators at Bar-
bers Hill  Independent
S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  t o l d
De’Andre Arnold and his
cousin to cut their locks or
be disciplined. Both re-
fused and sued the school
district over its dress code
policy in a matter that is
not yet resolved.

A federal judge in 2020,
once Arnold had graduat-
ed, found the policy dis-
criminatory and stopped
the school district from en-
forcing it. The school sys-
tem has maintained it
permits students to wear
locks, but that does not pre-
clude hair length restric-
tions in the dress code.

The students’ experi-

ence inspired laws that
have since been adopted in
20 states, including in Vir-
ginia, according to a na-
t i o n a l  g r o u p  t h a t
champions the legislation.

A similar bill was unan-
imously voted out of a
House committee during
the 2021 legislative ses-
sion, but the full chamber
never voted on it before the
session ended.

Harr is  County ,  the
state’s most populous, and
the city of Austin have al-
ready passed similar local
legislation.

“I am overjoyed with to-
day’s vote on the Texas
CROWN Act,” Bowers said
in a statement Wednesday.
“The Texas House took a
strong stance against hair-
based discrimination, and
I look forward to sending
the bill over to the Senate
after tomorrow’s final
vote.”

Thanks to dedicated re-
searchers and scientific ad-
vances, the survival rates
for cancer have steadily in-
creased over the last 10
years. From placing a
greater emphasis on preci-
sion medicine to the rise of
immunotherapy and dis-
covering the link between
health disparities and out-
comes, researchers in the
U.S. and across the globe
continue to make signifi-
cant advances in under-
standing cancer and how
to treat it.

“Cancer researchers ex-
plore and test new forms of
treatment each day. Sever-
al of these treatment op-
t ions  o f fer  promising
results,” said Dr. Ugochuk-
wu Odo, an oncologist with
Houston Methodist Neal
Cancer Center at Bay-
town.

Here’s a look at some of
the groundbreaking dis-
coveries that are helping to
save lives.

IMMUNOTHERAPY
Immunotherapy uses

medications and vaccines
to boost your body’s natu-

ral immune system to tar-
get cancer cells. These vac-
cines help the body find
and attack cancer cells. It
then produces the antibod-
ies to combat cancer cells
in different parts of the
body.

“Some antibodies are
made from a patient’s own
cells while others are
mass-produced in a lab,”
Odo explained. She added
that immunotherapy can
be used alone or in con-
junction with chemothera-
p y  a n d  o t h e r  c a n c e r
treatments. Types of can-
cer that often benefit from
immunotherapy include
melanoma, lung cancer,
kidney cancer, lymphoma
and leukemia.

ANTIANGIOGENIC
THERAPY

Chemotherapy is one of
the most effective cancer
treatments, but it comes
with harsh side effects.
That’s why scientists are
always in search of alter-
natives like antiangiogen-
ic therapy, which uses
agents that cut off the
blood supply to tumors.

Without this life source,
cancer cells can’t grow or
survive.

“The real value of these
drugs is that they do less
damage to nearby healthy
cells,” Odo explained. “This
helps reduce many of the
worst side effects of chemo-
therapy and helps patients
stay active throughout
treatment.” While it’s not
a cure for cancer, antian-
giogenic agents are show-
ing great potential. This is
especially true for colon or
lung cancers.

GENE THERAPY
Gene therapy explores

the ways in which genetic
changes cause normal cells
to turn cancerous. Scien-

tists are excited at how
much this stops cancer
cells from forming and
makes them more sensi-
tive to other agents. The
hope is that future thera-
pies can replace damaged
or missing genes. There
are several ongoing clinical
trials to determine the saf-
est and most effective ways
to use gene therapy.

“Keep in mind that
many of these techniques
are still a long way off from
regular use. While these
potential cancer break-
throughs show promise, it
often takes years of re-
search and several inde-
pendent studies to confirm
new findings,” Odo said.

THE IMPORTANCE
OF CLINICAL TRIALS

Clinical trials are how
new medicat ions  and
treatments for cancer are
developed, which means
patients have more options
when it comes to deciding
on a treatment plan. Tri-
als measure a drug’s effec-
tiveness and safety. They
also identify side effects
and adverse reactions to

medications or therapies.
The FDA oversees thou-

sands of clinical trials in
the U.S. every year. Nu-
merous independent stud-
ies are conducted during
the approval process to en-
sure patient safety.

Several clinical trials
are underway at Houston
Methodist Neal Cancer
Center at Baytown. Our
oncologists and treatment
teams can help you explore
the possibility of getting
into clinical trials. Visit
houstonmethodist.org/
cancer/clinical-trials to
learn more about cancer
research and the types of
clinical trials available.

Have questions about a
cancer diagnosis or poten-
t ia l  treatments?  Our
board-certified oncologists
at Houston Methodist
Neal Cancer Center at
Baytown offer personal-
ized care and the most ad-
vanced treatment options
a v a i l a b l e .  C a l l
281.420.7211 to schedule
an appointment today.

The City of Mont Belvieu will
be officially opening the first
phase of Hackberry Park. Ini-
tially slated as a 20+ year
project, the 200-acre Hackberry
Park, which features over 70
acres of ponds, is opening its first
phase to Mont Belvieu’s resi-
dents after just 5 short years.
The park’s development was
boosted by the demand for dirt
as a part of the construction of
SH 99/Grand Parkway and
thanks to generous donations
from ONEOK and other area
partners. Phase one of the Hack-
berry Park development fea-
tures a robust trail system,
stocked and interconnected
ponds, hundreds of new trees,
and parking infrastructure. The
same event will also host a
groundbreaking for Mont
Belvieu’s first dog park which
will also be located within Hack-
berry Park.

Visual opportunities: Ribbon
cutting, dog park groundbreak-

City of Mont Belvieu opens Hackberry Park Phase 1
with Ribbon Cutting and Dog Park Groundbreaking

ing, City and ONEOK staff planting 500 new trees around the walk/
hike trails.

Interview opportunities: Mont Belvieu city manager, Parks &
Recreation Director, Mont Belvieu councilmembers, representatives
from ONEOK

About Hackberry Park: The expansive Hackberry Park makes a
beautiful and natural entry into Mont Belvieu for travelers exiting
the Grand Parkway (SH 99). Marked with an amenity bridge that
harkens back to the City’s important role in the Texas oil boom,
Hackberry Park gives Mont Belvieu’s residents a 200-acre outdoor
haven that’s perfect for short afternoon strolls or longer heart-pump-
ing hikes. The park boasts 70 acres of interconnected ponds that
are perfect for fishing, kayaking, and canoeing. Hackberry Park
also plays an important role in keeping Mont Belvieu safe; the park
is designed to flood and gives the city an abundance of storm water
detention during large weather events.

Contact: For more information and to coordinate interview avail-
abilities at the event, please contact City of Mont Belvieu Commu-
nicat ions  & Market ing  Director  Br ian  Ligon  at
bligon@montbelvieu.net or 281-974-0384 (cell).

“Texas is one of the
most diverse states in the
nation, and it’s important
for our institutions of high-
er education to reflect that
diversity. However, diver-
sity, equity, and inclusion
(DEI) efforts can some-
times have the opposite
effect by furthering di-
vides and inhibiting open
dialogue. To address
these issues, I have pro-
posed two critical policies
to restore a merit-based
approach where individu-
als are judged based on
their qualifications, skills,
and contributions.

“DEI programs have
become a million-dollar
industry at taxpayer-fund-
ed institutions, which is
why the Senate Finance
Committee has adopted a
budget rider that prevents
any state funding of DEI
offices on public college
campuses. With over 200
full-time DEI positions, it is
my intention that universi-
ties will use these funds to
prioritize providing a qual-
ity education to their stu-
dents.

These bills, SB 1, Texas
Budget and SB 17, Elimi-
nating DEI will now ad-
vance to be considered by
the full Senate.
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✯      O P I N I O N    P A G E    ✯

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

A Weekend on the
National Mall

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Opinions expressed here are not
necessarily that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR
OPINION is welcome. Send a letter for possible
publication to Grafikpress Newspapers, 5906 Star
Lane, Houston TX 77057 or an email to
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com. Please limit your words to
about 200. Letters will be subject to editing. Thank you.

On Good Friday, I traveled to Washington,
D.C., to attend the interment of a friend’s moth-
er at Arlington National Cemetery. Cheryl and I
took the rest of the weekend to hang around the
National Mall. Let me tell you what we saw.

We saw thousands of our fellow Americans in
every flavor you can imagine. From Americans
with almost no melanin in their skin to those
rich with it. Americans who had come here from
every corner of the globe, many in their tradi-
tional garb. We saw dozens of interracial cou-
ples, many with their beautiful children whose
faces reflected their combined heritage. We saw
Americans being unfailingly kind to each other.
Laughing, smiling, sharing where they were
from, what they had seen, what they planned to
see. We saw them volunteering to take families’
pictures for each other so entire families could be
included in the shot.

We saw people stopping military personnel
and thanking them for their service. We saw
Americans standing at the Vietnam War memo-
rial with tears streaming down their faces. We
saw tourists at Arlington stopping and removing
their hats or saluting as our funerary procession
passed. We saw people poring over the words of
Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, many I suspect
for the first time reading the greatest speech
ever written in the English language.

What we did not see was the toxic polarization
that the media constantly tells us is tearing our
country apart. We saw almost no hats or t-shirts
with political slogans. There were no protests.
There was no one arguing or yelling at each
other. All we saw were thousands of our fellow
Americans basking in the pride of their remark-
able country and its history.

Our visit to the National Mall once again
reminded me of the fundamental goodness and
decency of the American people. We allow
ourselves to be seduced in doubting this truism
by a media fixated on showing us the relatively
rare examples of Americans who are not good
and decent. I wish all of us could remember that,
as Hans Rosling said in his book “Factfullness,”
what we read and see in the media is “filtered
through the mass media [executives], which love
nonrepresentative, extraordinary events and
shuns normality.”

It also once again underscored to me how
unworthy our current government is of the
extraordinary people it is supposed to represent.
Unfortunately, we have allowed it to become the
captive of two corrupt, power-mad political
parties, which are attempting to wreck our
constitutional order and allow extremist minori-
ties to rule. A danger about which almost every
Founder warned us.

Dramatic reenactments of the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor have attributed a quote
to Japanese Admiral Yamamoto on the victory:
“I fear we have awakened a sleeping giant and
filled him with a terrible resolve.”*  The Ameri-
can people are long-suffering, and most are
disinclined to actively participate in politics. But
at some point, the two incumbent parties are
going to exhaust the American people’s patience
and find that they have awakened a giant filled
with a terrible resolve.

OPINION
By BILL KING

✯

“3,002 Suns”
Our landlord, Jorge, loves his

suns. I am sure he loves his son,
Jorge Jr., as well, but I am talk-
ing about the other kind of sun.

This is why there are nearly
3,000 smiling sun faces decorat-
ing the hotel where we stay
when we are in Mexico. Two
more were added yesterday.

Much of the time my hus-
band, Peter, and I are in our lit-
tle apartment in Jorge’s hotel,
there is a team of artists work-
ing. Fabricio is the father, and
usually at least two and some-
times three of his sons work
with him. They paint anything
that stays still long enough for
them to apply paint.

Jorge sets them to work
painting ceramic suns to join the
nearly 3,000 already hanging in
the courtyard. They paint the
outside of the hotel for the Day
of the Dead and other celebra-
tions—painting over their art-
w o r k  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e
celebration. They paint saints
on palm frond mats that are
hung during Holy Week. They
paint images of famous wres-
tlers so tourists can have their
photos taken with them. They
paint murals in the guest rooms.
Occasionally, they even touch
up the banisters in the hotel,
and do not seem to mind.

Yesterday, Peter and I had
lunch in the hotel. Jorge has
opened up a sandwich shop in
the hotel but, like so much that
happens in Mexico, the long-
term plan remains unclear to
us.

Yesterday, for instance, we
had salmon.

“Jorge is serving salmon in
his sandwich shop?” I asked Pe-
ter.

“Yup.”
“It’s not really a sandwich

shop anymore, is it?”
He also had a steak and a

shrimp special. Peter and I had
the salmon. It was fantastic.

Then I saw Fabricio on a lad-
der.

“What is he doing outside our
door?” I asked aloud.

We ate. Fabricio painted. Af-
ter we were through, I went up-
stairs. Fabricio had found room
for two more suns over our door,
and had roughed in the first col-
ors.

“Oh! I love that color!” I told
him.

There were two suns, side by
side, and one of them was paint-
ed the blue-green color that I
love. I showed him the approxi-
mately 11 to 13 bracelets I had
on my wrist at the moment, all
in shades of blue and green.
Fabricio smiled. He kept paint-
ing.

Later in the afternoon, Fab-
ricio had taken down his ladder.
I stepped outside to see the fin-
ished project.

There were two suns: a smil-
ing blue-green female sun with
her eyes closed, and a yellow
male sun with bright blue
eyes—just like Peter’s. I real-
ized that none of this was by ac-
cident. Fabricio had painted the
two of us, as suns, right outside
our door.

“Thank you for the beautiful
suns!” I told Fabricio as he was
on his way out, arms full of
paints and paintbrushes, paint
splatters all over his T-shirt and
face. “They are beautiful!”

That night, Jorge was sitting
at the front desk. I told him how
good the salmon was. He smiled.
Then I told him that Fabricio
had painted two suns—and they
looked just like Peter and me!

Jorge smiled and nodded. He
knew. Of course he did.

Nothing happens in this ho-
tel that Jorge does not know
about. Peter and I wander
around imagining all the gentle
acts of kindness that surround
us somehow happen by chance.

“Gracias,” I said.
I don’t know if he thought I

was thanking him for the salm-
on or the suns or the accommo-
dations that always feel like
home, or for simply creating this
unique and wondrous place.

And it doesn’t matter.
Till next time,
Carrie
Check out CarrieClassonAu-

thor  on Facebook or  v is i t
CarrieClasson.com.

Dueling Tax Proposals in The Lege
The Texas House passed

a bill promising $17 billion
in tax relief, a measure that
is at odds with the Senate’s
tax break plan, according to
t h e A u s t i n  A m e r i c a n -
Statesman. The House bill
would lower by half a home’s
cap on appraisal increases.
It passed overwhelmingly,
141-9. However, Lt. Gov.
Dan Patrick, who presides
over the Senate, said that
body will not approve it, pre-
ferring its plan to raise prop-
e r t y  e x e m p t i o n s  f r o m
$40,000 to $70,000.

In a press conference held
Thursday, Patrick reiterat-
ed his opposition, saying ap-
praisal caps do not have
much effect on property tax
bills.

“So let me be very clear,
I’ve said before this session,
I’ve said it at the beginning
of session, I’ve said recent-
ly, you don’t negotiate on
bad math,” Patrick said.

House Speaker Dade
Phelan took a less confron-
tational stand.

“I think we need to do
what’s best for all Texans,
and that is sit down and
hammer out a compromise,”
Phelan said in part. “We are
ready, willing and able to do
it in the Texas House.”

PARENTAL BOOK BILL
PASSES THE SENATE

The Texas Senate passed
a bill last week that would
require schools to inform
parents of all books their
children check out of school
libraries, The Dallas Morn-
ing News reported. The bill’s
sponsor, state Sen. Angela
Paxton, R-McKinney, said
she sponsored the bill after
being contacted about sexu-
ally explicit materials in
school libraries.

“I cannot unsee what I
saw,” Paxton said on the
Senate floor. “More impor-
tantly, a child cannot unsee
sexually explicit materials,
and this certainly shouldn’t
happen in a school library,
of all places.”

Critics say the bill could
lead to politicized book bans
and undermine the work of
librarians. It requires school
boards to create local library
advisory panels made up
mainly of parents.

The bill now heads to the
Texas House for consider-
ation.

DROUGHT CONDITIONS
EXPAND IN CENTRAL, WEST
TEXAS

Warmer temperatures
and less rain in March ex-
panded drought conditions
throughout the central and
w e s t e r n  p a r t s  o f  t h e
state, hydrologist Dr. Mark
Wentzel of the Texas Water
Development Board report-
ed. More than two-thirds of
the state is affected by
drought, up five percentage
points from the previous
month. The exception is in
the eastern portion of Tex-
as, which is now drought
free.

The La Niña weather sys-
tem, which is at least par-
t i a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r
drought conditions in the
state for the past two-and-
a-half years, is predicted to
g i v e  w a y  b y  f a l l  t o
El Niño conditions, which
tend to be wetter, according
to Wentzel.

“Why are La Niña, neu-
tral, and El Niño conditions
important to Texas? Each of
these conditions sets up dif-
ferent atmospheric circula-
tion patterns that impact
weather around the world,
including Texas,” Wentzel
wrote.

HUNDREDS APPLY FOR
HOUSTON ISD BOARD OF
MANAGERS

With the Texas Educa-
tion Agency taking over
management of the Houston
Independent School District,
nearly 400 applications have
been received to join the dis-
trict’s Board of Managers. In

a news release, TEA said it
is looking for Houston resi-
dents with “a wide array of
backgrounds, experiences,
and perspectives who be-
lieve all children can learn
and achieve at high levels
when properly supported
and who can work together
as a governance team.”

“I am looking for Housto-
nians with wisdom and in-
t e g r i t y  w h o  c a n  b e
laser-focused on what is best
for students,” Texas Educa-
tion Commissioner Mike
Morath said. “It is exciting
to see so many Houstonians
express a willingness to help
move the school system for-
ward in service of students.”

The Board of Managers
will hold public board meet-
ings and has the same legal
requirements and obliga-
tions as any elected school
board, according to TEA.

MORE FUNDING FOR
COMMUNITY COLLEGES?

A bill approved last week
by the Texas House would
allocate additional funding
to the state’s 50 community
c o l l e g e  d i s t r i c t s ,
the Statesman reported.
The additional amount each
district would receive would
be based on several factors,
including the number of de-
grees and certificates a col-
lege awards “that equip
students for  continued
learning and greater earn-
ings,” the Statesman report-
ed.

The bill is one of House
Speaker Dade Phelan’s pri-
orities and has more than 90
co-authors.

“This would be the most
significant state investment
for community colleges in
decades,” said Ryan Frank-
lin, senior director of policy
and advocacy for Educate
Texas.

Community colleges in
Texas are funded by a com-
bination of local property
taxes, tuition and fees, state
revenue, and various other
sources. The bill guarantees
a certain amount of funding
for rural community college
districts that are unable to
raise as much in property
taxes as urban districts.

MORE THAN 18,000 CATTLE
KILLED IN EXPLOSION

What is being called the
deadliest barn fire for cattle
on record left more than
18,000 cattle dead and one
worker critically injured at
a dairy farm in the Texas
Panhandle ,  The Dallas
Morning News reported.
The fire swept through the
holding pens of Southfork
Dairy Farm in Dimmitt last
week as the cattle were wait-
ing to be milked.

“It ’s  mind-boggling,”
Dimmitt Mayor Roger Mal-
one said. “I don’t think it’s
e v e r  h a p p e n e d  b e f o r e
around here. It’s a real trag-
edy. The cause has not been
determined, but Castro
County Sheriff Sal Rivera
told KCBD-TV that over-
heating electrical equipment
in the holding pens may
have ignited methane gas.
Photos and video posted on
social media show a massive
plume of smoke rising from
the facility.

Editor & Publisher..............................Gilbert Hoffman
Associate Publisher.....................Mei-Ing Liu Hoffman
Assignment Editor....................................Julieta Paita
Website Editor............................ ......Kristan Hoffman
Marketing Executive..............................Willie Glasgow
Production Manager.....................Gerardo Hernandez
Entered as Periodicals Class at Highlands Post Office, Highlands, TX 77562. Under the Act
of Congress of March 3, 1879. Published 50 weeks per year, on Thursday, by Grafikpress
Corp., 5906 Star Lane, Houston, TX 77057. Opinions in this paper are those of the au-
thors, and not necessarily this newspaper’s. Any erroneous statement which may appear
will be corrected when brought to the attention of the publisher. Liability for errors is
limited to the reprinting of the corrected version. Submissions are encouraged, in person,
by mail, by Fax, or by email, to grafikstar@aol.com.

GRAFIKPRESS is publisher of community newspapers, including Highlands STAR-Crosby
COURIER; Barbers Hill Dayton PRESS; Northeast NEWS; North Forest NEWS, North Chan-
nel STAR. Combined circulation of these newspapers exceeds 20,000, Readership exceeds
50,000 according to industry standards. We also print dozens of school, ethnic, and gov-
ernment publications on contract. Call for information to 713-977-2555.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: In-county, $28.00 per year. Out of county, $35.00 per Year. POST-
MASTER: Send address changes to Star-Courier, P. O. Box 405, Highlands, TX 77562

News and Ad Phones....713-266-3444
FAX Line....713-977-1188
email: grafikstar@aol.com

Member Texas Press Association

USPS 244-500

H I G H L A N D S

Barbers Hill✯Dayton PRESS

Star✯CourierStar✯Courier
NORTH CHANNEL ✯ STAR

C R O S B Y



Page 5THURSDAY, APRIL 20, 2023 Star ✯ Courier / Press / North Channel STAR

Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2022 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: info@crosbytaxes.com

Maximum Tax Savings

(AUSTIN) — With the
severe weather season
upon us, Texas Comptrol-
ler Glenn Hegar reminds
Texans they can purchase
certain items tax-free dur-
ing the state’s sales tax
holiday for emergency
p r e p a r a t i o n
supplies, which begins at
12:01 a.m. on Saturday,
April 22, and ends at mid-
night on Monday, April 24.

“While we can’t know in
advance when the next
flood, tornado or hurricane
may strike, we can make
sure our families, homes
and businesses have the
supplies they need to face
these and other emergen-
cies,” Hegar said. “This tax
holiday can help Texans
save money while stocking
up for emergency situa-
tions. Don’t wait for disas-
ter to strike. Take the time
now to get prepared.”

The Comptroller’s office
estimates shoppers will
save nearly $2 million in
state and local sales taxes
during the tax holiday,
which was approved by the
Texas Legislature in 2015.

There’s no limit on the
number of qualifying items
you can purchase. These
include:

• household batteries,
fuel containers and flash-
lights priced less than $75;

• hurricane shutters
and emergency ladders
priced less than $300; and

• portable generators
priced less than $3,000.

For purchases made on-
line, note that delivery,
shipping, handling and
transportation charges are
part of the sales price. Con-
sider these charges when
determining whether an
emergency preparation
supply can be purchased

tario Canada donated the
custom cabinet to house
t h e  A E D ,  w h i c h  i s
equipped with an alarm
t h a t  a c t i v a t e s  w h e n
opened.  The cabinet fea-
tures an image of Cody
Stephens and his last
Crosby show steer before
he passed away of sudden
cardiac arrest his senior
year of high school in 2012.
A QR code is featured
which links to the founda-
tions website where the
public can learn more
about our efforts to protect
and save young hearts
from sudden cardiac ar-
rest.  The AED is located
in the restroom hallway
near the fair office, which
is accessible when the fair-
grounds are in use.

The donation of this

Sales Tax Holiday April 22-24,
for Emergency Supplies

tax-free during the holi-
day.

For example, if you pur-
chase a rescue ladder on-
line for $299 with a $10 de-
livery charge, the total
sales price is $309. Be-
cause the total sales price
of the ladder is more than
$300, tax is due on the
$309 sales price.

P u r c h a s e s  t h a t
do not qualify include:

• batteries for automo-
biles, boats and other mo-
torized vehicles;

• camping stoves, camp-
ing supplies;

• chainsaws;
• plywood;
• extension ladders and

stepladders; and
• tents.
A l ist  of emergency

preparation supplies that
may be purchased tax-free
can be found on the Comp-
troller’s website.

AED donated to Crosby
Rodeo fairgrounds,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

A E D  c o n t i n u e s  t h e
GBOGH foundations prac-
tice of placing AEDs in
public areas of the Crosby
Community.  Along with
partners Chris and Karen
Claunch and the Crosby
Education Foundation, the
GBOGH Foundation has
p l a c e d  A E D ’ s  a n d
SaveStaion towers at both
the Crosby ISD football
and baseball complexes.
Additionally, an AED is lo-
cated at FBC Crosby and
assistance was given in
placing an AED at Crosby
Methodist Church which
houses an extensive week-
day preschool program.

Additionally, work is
underway to place AEDs at
the county parks housing
our communities little
leagues.  Harris Couty Pre-

cinct 3 is in the process of
approving their locations
and placements.  Long
time resident Cliff Reeves
donated two AEDs to the
foundation in honor of his
wife, Becky, who passed
away from heart complica-
tions.

The GBOGH Founda-
tion is excited to continue
making Crosby a heart
safe community.  Please
reach out to the foundation
at  www.codystephens
foundation.org or 713-451-
3600 for questions, dona-
tions or possible future
public locations in need of
a lifesaving AED.
--Scott P Stephens, MAI,
AI-GRS
President, Founder and
Cody’s Dad
Cody Stephens Foundation
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CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED
A D SA D S

Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER
MARKETING/SALES

PERSON

Position available for AD SALES
representative. Experience helpful but
not necessary. Possible to work from
home. Suitable for Part Time, or Full
Time. Commission plus. Send letter of
interest to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com or
call 713-252-8000.

Star ✯ Courier
Your Hometown Newspaper
News tips and Ad Inquiries:

713-266-3444

TRACTOR WORK TRACTOR WORKTRACTOR WORK

Tractor, Dozer and Backhoe
Services

Call or text for Free Quote.
JOE FLANAGAN

832-530-0054
10-4T

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

INTERN AT A
NEWSPAPER

Part Time Position available for
person interested in learning all
phases of the news business. Will
experience writing, interviewing,
sourcing, computer layout, ad
sales, record keeping, promotions.
Send letter of interest to
grafikstar@aol.com

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

14-2T

NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Chapter 59 of the
Texas Property Code that CROSBY

BOAT, RV & MINI STORAGE, located at 15118A
FM 2100, Crosby Texas 77532, will hold

an online sale from March 24th to April 3rd until
10:00 o’clock a.m., at the following

link http://wbauctioncrosby.hibid.com/auction/
current to sell for cash only the contents of Unit
J-10, Marilyn Koskey Arthur in order to satisfy a

Landlord’s Lien.  The
property to be sold is Household items and etc.....

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that Original Letters
Testamentary for Docket No. 513237;
Estate of MAY E. (ELLEN) DECELL
Deceased; In Probate Court No. 3 of Harris
County, Texas, were issued on APRIL 5,
2023.

JOHN SCOTT DECELL

The residence address of the
administrator is in Harris County, Texas.
The mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 E. Wallisville Road

Highlands, TX 77562

All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present them
within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.
Dated this APRIL 13, 2023

by   WESTON COTTEN
    Attorney for the Estate

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Back Issues are available at:
www.starcouriernews.com

and www.northchannelstar.com

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

15-2t
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E N T E R T A I N M E N T

36th Annual Art Car Parade
Allen Parkway, Saturday, April 15, 2023
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