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STARS

EVENTS

Highlands
Chamber Public
invited Jun. 9 to
plan its future

Highlands Lynchburg
Chamber of Commerce is
seeking community input
and actions for its future.
The meeting will be held
Friday, June 9, 2023 at
12:00 noon at Highlands
Community Center located
at 604 Highlands Woods
Dr, Highlands TX 77562. It
is important for the Public
to come and Participate.
Info or suggestions, Randy
Casey 832-984-4651

Crosby Fair &
Rodeo Schedule

MAY 20, Saturday
COWPOKE PAGEANT

10:30 am CFR pavilion

JUNE 2,3 Friday,

Saturday
BBQ COOKOFF

JUNE 2, Friday
TWENTY TWOS

BAG OF DONUTS, 7:30pm

JUNE 3, Saturday
PARADE 10pm

SUNNY SAUCEDO,
7:30pm

JUNE 8, Thursday
BUYER'S DINNER 4pm

LIVESTOCK AUCTION,
6pm

JUNE 9, Friday
TYLER HALVERSON

CREED FISHER, 7:30pm

JUNE 10, Saturday
LITTLE WRANGLER, 10am

AUSTIN MEADE
GIOVANNIE & THE HIRED
GUNS, 7:30pm

NOW OPEN
New Laundromat
opens in Highlands

Well known local businessman Bill
Bagi has opened a new Laundromat
in Highlands, known as
501Laundromat.

Bagi said that the new store has
the latest Wascomat professional
washers and dryers, and because of
their extra large size can clean 60 Ibs
of laundry in an hour.

The new store is now open, and
operates 7 days a week, from 8am to
9pm.

More details and photos on page
2 of this paper, or stop by with some
laundry. Located at 501 S. Main
Street, Highlands.

BIRTHDAYS
May 23-Lisa Contreras
Doyce Hedger
Noah Keaton
Jennifer Salters
Avery Joseph Boyd
May 24-Lisa Dubecak
Troy King
Cindy Willingham
May 25-Tom Nuckols
May 26-Stephanie Riser
Allen Dunn
May 27--Bob Elkins
May 28--Ellen Beck
Mrs. Mark Collins
Rufus Larkin
Blake McCain
Rusty Maxey
May 30-Justin Hodges
May 31-Danielle Grooms
Rodger Simmons
Jun 1-Brittani & Paige Carroll
Evelyn Wotipka
Jun 2-Martha Keyes
Bettie Woosley
ANNIVERSARIES
May 23-Ralph & Rhonda Brewer
Jun 1-Harold & Janice Havard
Doug & Roxanna Phillips

Jun 2-Glen & Nell Salters

Crosby hires new AD/Football Coach

CROSBY, TX — The
Crosby ISD Board of
Trustees has approved the
hiring of Coach Joe Willis
as the next Athletic Direc-
tor and Head Football
Coach at Crosby High
School.

Coach Willis has a prov-
en record. He is a State
Champion who comes with
30 years of high school
coaching experience in
Texas, including 14 years
as a head football coach.
Coach Willis has coached
in State Championship
games twice in his career,
winning a state title in
2012. That year, he led Ce-
dar Park High School to
the 4A State Champion-
ship. The team, under his
direction, returned as a 5A
State Finalist two years
later.

Coach Willis and his
teams have appeared in
the playoffs 12 out of 14
seasons, for a career play-
off record of 25-11. His
overall coaching record is
113-62. Coach Willis was
most recently the head
football coach and athletic
program coordinator at
Tyler High School. He has

JOE WILLIS
(Photo courtesy Crosby ISD)

been named coach of the
year six times, including
Dave Campbell’s Texas
High School Football
Coach of the Year in 2012.

Crosby ISD Superinten-
dent, Mrs. Paula Patter-
son, would like to thank
the 15 members of the
community selection com-
mittee for their time inter-
viewing candidates and

making recommendations
during the process. “Coach
Willis impressed us from
the start. He knows how to
lead a successful football
program, and he knows
how to win at the highest
level. We are looking for-
ward to the impact he will
have on our players, aca-
demically and athletically.
Coach Willis is known for

high standards on the field
and in the classroom. We
can’t wait to see how the
Crosby Athletic Program
develops under his leader-
ship once he hits the
ground running.”

Coach Willis is excited
about joining Crosby ISD
and says, “I've always ap-
preciated Crosby. It’s a
dream destination for me.
I want to build on the tra-
dition and the success
here. I want to be the kind
of Athletic Director who
helps the coaches and the
kids of other programs so
they can also achieve their
goals as well. I'm really big
on building mindset, and I
believe, at my core, you
have to build a physical
brand. We’re going to be
physical and fast. It’s the
end of May. There’s a lot
of work to do and a lot of
people to meet. I want to
start building those rela-
tionships as soon as possi-
ble.”

Legendary Coach Gary
Joseph, the five-time State
Champion and Head Foot-
ball Coach at Katy High
School, says the Crosby
Cougars have found an

outstanding leader. “Coach
Willis is a heck of a foot-
ball coach and a better per-
son,” Joseph said. “He’s
going to do a great job lead-
ing the Crosby athletic pro-
gram. They will be better
for hiring him.”

Coach Willis and his
wife Amber of 26 years are
the proud parents of three
children: Bradley, 19;
Daniel, 15; and Malia, 14.

There will be a come-
and-go meet and greet ses-
sion for the Crosby and
Barrett Station communi-
ties to get better acquaint-
ed with Coach Willis. The
public is invited to stop by
anytime between 6 to 7pm
on Tuesday, May 23, at the
Crosby High School cafete-
ria.
Crosby ISD serves the
needs of more than 6700
children in the communi-
ties of Crosby and Barrett
Station in East Harris
County, Texas. Our mis-
sion is to produce literate,
responsible citizens capa-
ble of learning and apply-
ing academic and social
skills successfully in any
life setting. For more infor-
mation, visit crosbyisd.org

Goose Creek announces Top 10 Graduates at GCM

Goose Creek Memorial
High School

Third: Amy Sood

Fourth: Ruel Hermoso Ca-
bading

Fifth: Delilah Rose Acres
Sixth: Khoi Minh Nguyen
Seventh: Alistair Mansing
Manliguez

Eighth: Katie Abigail Cal-
deron

Ninth: Adriana Herrera
Tenth: Tenth Jazmyn
Michele Koenst

Highlands Horizons
awards Scholarships

AGRAWAL HARSH
VALEDICTORIAN

SOOD ARIN
SALUTATORIAN

Rotary

IMPACT Early College HS
Valedictorian  Sydney Joy Cachero
Salutatorian Xitlatly Ruiz

Stuart Career Tech High School

Valedictorian
Salutatorian

Ariana Avalos Medina
Dahize Fernanda Camacho

Robert E. Lee High School

Valedictorian
Salutatorian

Corinna Rose Levy
Canon Terence Cockrell

Ross S. Sterling High School

Valedictorian
Salutatorian

Cassidy Paige Rogers
Anh Minh Nguyen

's McPhee Scholar
is Crosby Valedictorian

Congratulations to our 2023 Winners:

Front row: (Left to right, Kennedy Tristan, Pricilla Cerino, Delilah
Acres, Madison Ridenour, Adrianna Herrera, Alexandria Escamilla,

Haylie Ochoa

Back row: (left to right), Hunter Downs, Patrick Amos, Shane
Cervenka, Joshua Franco, Ruel Cabading, Cory Gonzalez. (missing

Nina James)

Above: Tristen Flores and Barbara Musick McPhee

Ms. McPhee said “lI was honored to present Tristen Flores of Crosby
High School with the Pat McPhee Highlands Rotary Scholarship at

the Annual Scholarship Banquet last night. Tristan is attending Rice

University in the fall for a Degree in Mechanical Engineering. ****
Just found out Tristen is the Crosby HS Valedictorian.”

RACHEL’S DINER

Southern Cooking Buffet -- Coming Soon
14280 FM 2100 (Across from Walmart)

281-462-7349

STATE FARM

INSURANCE
&

AUTO & HOME INSURANCE

Jeremy Rosenkranz
State Farm Agent

440 S. Main Street, Highlands, TX 77562
281-426-3512

jtr@jeremyrosenkranz.com

Now in our New Offices
1500 E. Wallisville Road
Highlands, TX 77562

WESTON G. COTTEN

Attorney at Law
0. 281/421-4050
F. 281/533-6032
weston@westoncotten.com

STAR-COURIER PHONES: 713-266-3444 + E-MAIL: GRAFIKSTAR @ AOL.COM * FAX: 713-977-1188
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GOOSE CREEK CISD NEWS

GCM Patriots are State Bound GCM Student Named National

By: Kristyn Hunt Cathey, APR
— Director of
Communications

Several Goose Creek
Memorial students com-
peted the in the regional
UIL Academic and One-
Act Play (OAP) competi-
tion last weekend and
have advanced to the
State level.

UIL State members in-
clude Swayam Gupta,

Arin Sood, Laksh
Naikele, and Aayush
Koora. They placed in
Number Sense, Calcula-
tor Applications, and
Mathematics. These
events are coached by
GCM UIL Coach Sean
Kang.

Brooke Schrull will be
competing at UIL State
for Computer Applica-
tion. Her GCM UIL

Coach is Angie Johnson.

Emelia Logan & Juan
Huerta made UIL State
for Theatrical Design.
Their GCM UIL Coach is
theater directors, Gina
Martin & Peyton Wood.

The students will
move forward to compete
at the University of Tex-
as at Austin on May 17-
18,

GCM UIL State Academic team members proudly pose with their awards. These
students will head to the State competition in May.

Emelia Logan and Juan Huerta advanced to UIL State for Theatrical Design.

Merit Scholarship Finalist

Arin Sood, a senior at
Goose Creek Memorial
High School, has been
named as a finalist in the
2023 National Merit
Scholarship program. His
PSAT score during his
junior year, along with
his service, leadership,
grades, and involvement,
place him among the top
7,500 students nation-
wide to earn a finalist po-
sition, with a scholarship
award from the Universi-
ty of Texas at Dallas of
$100,000. Arin will major
in computer science in
the Collegium V Honors
Program at UTD. He
also secured acceptance
into a nine-week research
opportunity in the UTD
Clark Summer Research
Program.

Recently, Arin and his
GCM teammates quali-
fied for the Texas UIL
State contest in Number
Sense and Calculator
events. He was a state
competitor in the Tech-

GCCISD Hosts Special Olympics
Regional Spring Games

Arin Sood poses with GCM Principal Kathy Holland
during the district’s Decision Week. Sood will attend
the University of Texas at Dallas in the fall.

nology Student Association website and graphic de-
sign contest, and a national qualifier in the Future
Business Leaders of America political science contest.

By: Kristyn Hunt Cathey, APR - Director of Communications

Goose Creek CISD hosted the Area 4-Greater Houston Special Olympics Spring
games on Friday, April 21 at Lee High School. Students from across the Hous-
ton area competed in several events, such as cycling, track and field, tennis, and
soccer. Thirty-one delegations represented with close to 1,000 athletes who com-
peted in four different sports. Roughly 2,500 medals were handed out.

Goose Creek CISD had 52 cyclists competed. Six soccer teams competed with
72 students on the team. Two district teams placed first in their division, three
teams placed second, and one team placed third in their division. Soccer teams
competed against teams from Pasadena, Fort Bend, and Katy and cyclists com-
peted against College Station and Humble. Over 1,500 spectators were at the
event throughout the day, with over 300 volunteers in attendance.

All photos taken by Carrie Pryor-Newman:

Special Olympics competitors and sponsors prepare for bike competition at regional
event.

Special Olympics competitors are ready to ride off into the sunset during the
Special Olympics regional event at Lee High School.

Sterling High School PALS support Special Olympics competitor during regional
event.
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ON THE
HILL

SOFTBALL
Barbers Hill
falls to Lake
Creekin
Regional
Finals

The matchup between
Lake Creek and Barbers
Hill was the most anticipat-
ed series in the UIL Softball
postseason thus far. The
Lions came in as the No. 1
team in country and Bar-
bers Hill was the third-
ranked team in the nation
going into the game.

Suffice it to say, the two
H-Town 5A powerhouses
did not disappoint.

Over the weekend, fan
bases were flocking to the
neutral location of Grand
Oak High School to witness
the spectacle. So much so,
that there wasn’t enough
room in the stands prompt-
ing spectators to watch
from the rafters of the adja-
cent baseball field’s seat-
ing.

“It’s fun being able to put
on a show, especially for
the younger crowd and the
fans,” said Lake Creek’s
senior catcher Kalee Roch-
inski. “The fan-support is
insane and that helps our
drive and motivation to win
and want to do bigger
things.”

The matchup was as
close as it gets, primarily
because of the pitching
battle between Barbers
Hill’s Hailey Nutter (So.)
and Lake Creek’s senior
right-hander Ava Brown
(Florida-signee). The two
aces combined for over 40
strikeouts in the series,
which left little room for er-
ror on the batting side.

Lions’ freshman Madalyn
Davis ended up being the
difference-maker in Game
1, with a walk-off RBI-single
to give Lake Creek the 1-0
series advantage.

Friday’s Game 2 face-off
provided slightly more ac-
tion off the bat, with Roch-
inski initiating the scoring
with a two-RBI double in the
top of the first.

Subsequently, Barbers
Hill would rally to score
three runs in the third, mak-
ing the score 3-2 before
Lake Creek would tie the
game in inning No. 5, on a
bases-loaded HBP.

However, the play that
decided the series came off
a drag bunt in extra innings,
made by none other than
Madalyn Davis.

When attempting to
throw Davis out at first, the
Eagles 3B overthrew the
ball into an empty right field
allowing both courtesy-run-
ner Abigail Etsay (Fr. UTL)
and Davis to run home.
That made the score 5-3
and eventually completed
the sweep for Lake Creek
to advance on to the Re-
gional Finals.

Considering the reigning
State Champs have be-
come accustomed to win-
ning games by five runs or
more, this gave the Lake
Creek stars an opportunity
to showcase their resilien-
cy.

“I feel like playing good
competition, as a good
team, proves how good you
really are,” Ava Brown said.
“Winning games by 10
runs... yeah, you’re good,
but what competition did
you face? Coming into this
week we knew we’d have
some good competition
with Barbers Hill, but I felt
like we capitalized great.”

Lake Creek will be facing
Georgetown, starting
Thursday at Mumford High
School, to decide who goes
to Austin for the UIL State
Tournament.

Matthew Ogle (VYPE)

New Hyatt Regency Hotel opens in Baytown
at the Footsteps of Fred Hartman Bridge

Baytown, Texas (May
18, 2023) - Contemporary
hotel will debut as Baytown’s
only full-service waterfront
hotel, offering 208 modern
guestrooms and more than
18,000 square feet of versa-
tile meeting and event space.

Hyatt Regency Baytown-
Houston officially open its
doors on Thursday, May 18,
2023 and reservations are
now bookable online at
Hyatt.com. The forthcoming
waterfront hotel is located on
Tabbs Bay at the footsteps of
Fred Hartman Bridge at 100
Convention Center Way. The
anticipated arrival of the
city’s largest and only water-
front hotel positions Hyatt
Regency Baytown-Houston
as a top business and leisure
destination on the Texas
Gulf Coast. Baytown is home
of the Goose Creek oilfield
developed by the Humble Oil
company, later known as
Exxon-Mobil, and included
the first offshore drilling op-
eration in Texas. Humble Oil
company built the state’s
first oil refinery in 1940’s
and still operates in Bay-
town today, which has led to
the city’s prosperity.

Hyatt Regency Baytown-
Houston is located along the
Houston Ship Channel and
20 minutes away from the
energy-rich city of Houston
and notable tourism destina-
tions such as NASA’s Space

Center Houston, and Kemah
Boardwalk. The hotel is an
easy drive to Baybrook Mall,
Galveston Island beaches,
and nearby Baytown Nature
Center to explore bird watch-
ing, fishing, and easy hikes
through the local marshland.

“We are excited to launch
as the first full-service hotel
in Baytown and welcome
guests, locals and World of
Hyatt members to our state-
of-the-art hotel,” said Gener-
al Manager, Alexander
Dantes. “Whether visiting
for business or leisure, Hyatt
Regency Baytown-Houston
will ensure a premium, per-
sonalized hotel experience
where guests can experience

Texas hospitality in energiz-
ing spaces that complement
the vitality of the Houston
Ship Channel and pristine
environment along the Bay.”

Guestrooms

The 7-story hotel features
208 well-appointed gues-
trooms and seven suites, in-
clusive of a 1,125-square-foot
Presidential Suite with wa-
terfront views and modern
amenities. Contemporary ac-
commodations include natu-
ral wood accents and tall
windows with views of the
Houston Ship Channel, ad-
jacent marina and iconic
Fred Hartman suspension
bridge.

Dining

Anchor & Hearth
Woodfired Kitchen the ho-
tel’s full service restaurant
will feature an exposed
kitchen serving classic
American dishes and local
favorites for breakfast, lunch
and dinner. Creative cock-
tails, bar bites and views of
one of the nation’s busiest
shipping channels are on the
menu at Bayland Lounge,
the hotel’s open-concept lob-
by bar. The hotel will also
feature a 24-hour market
with a variety of to-go snacks
and drinks.

Meetings & Events

Primed for large-scale
events, the new hotel boasts
18,000 square feet of versa-

tile meeting space including
a divisible 12,000-square-
foot main ballroom perfect
for conferences, galas or wed-
dings up to 1,200 attendees.
Pre-function areas and out-
door access to a waterfront
terrace provide space for
breaks or socializing among
memorable views.

Recreation

The hotel’s 24-hour fit-
ness center features state-of-
the-art cardio machines, free
weights and modern equip-
ment. Hyatt Regency Bay-
town-Houston is also home
to an impressive lounge pool
and is dog-friendly with a 48-
hour reservation notice re-
quired.

Get up to 15% off stays at
Hyatt Regency Baytown-
Houston between May 25
and September 10, 2023,
when you book between May
25 and September 10, 2023,
when you book direct by May
23, 2023. Use special offer
code LOCKITIN to book
your qualifying stay. For full
offer details including terms
and conditions, please visit
hyatt.com/possibilities.

To learn more about
Hyatt Regency Baytown-
Houston or to book a reser-
vation, please visit
WWW.

[or follow the hotel on social
media at @].

Crash on Eagle Drive in Mont Belvieu Claims
lives of Liberty County mother, daughter

On Wednesday, May 17,
2023, at 11:01 a.m., a ma-
jor crash was reported in
the 11900 block of Eagle
Drive, a two-lane north/
south thoroughfare in
Mont Belvieu. This loca-
tion is on Eagle Drive ap-
proximately a quarter-mile
north of FM 565.

The Mont Belvieu Police
Department responded
along with Mont Belvieu
Fire and EMS units where
it was determined that
there were two vehicles in-
volved in the crash; a 2010
Dodge Nitro SUV and a
2013 Peterbilt tractor
truck towing a large flat-
bed trailer.

Officers discovered that
the 40-year-old female
driver, Melba Castro, and
a 13-year-old female rear-
seat passenger in the

Dodge Nitro were deceased
inside the vehicle.

A third-occupant, a two-
year-old female child, was
discovered alive and alert
inside her rear-seat child
restraint system. The child

appeared to be uninjured,
but was flown via air am-
bulance to a Houston-area
hospital as a precaution.
The driver/sole-occupant of
the tractor-trailer rig was
uninjured.

Clite Spectrum ABA Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

Front row L to R: Victor Rios, jr., Charlie Rios, Victor Rios, Shanique Robles, Willie Francois,
LaKeshia Wells — Clinical Director, Tamara Alexander - Vice President, Demetria Alexander,
Kairon Francois, Frankie Francois
Back Row: Mayte Trujillo, Ros Trujillo, Matt Curry, Karla Opryshek, Christina Scott, Charlotte
Oldbury, Donna Douglas, Linda Jones-Zbranek, Carmen Parris, Charles Johnson. Not
pictured: Edmundo Castillo, Victoria Jaramillo, Madison Jatzlau, Jackland McDowell, Kelli

Rollo

Initial information indi-
cates that the tractor-trail-
er rig was northbound on
Eagle Drive, attempting a
U-turn across both lanes of
traffic. The truck became
stuck in the right-of-way

BAYTOWN - Elite
Spectrum ABA, located
at 3711 Garth Road,
Suite 160, celebrated
their Grand Opening
and Ribbon Cutting Cer-
emony with the Bay-
town Chamber of
Commerce Ambassa-
dors, staff, family mem-
bers and business
liaisons. Guests were
welcomed by Vice Presi-
dent, Tamara Alexander
and Clinical Director,
LaKeshia Wells and
were given a tour of the
facility followed by re-
freshments.

Elite Spectrum ABA
provides evidence-based

area during the U-turn,
which left the flatbed trail-
er extended across both
lanes of traffic. The south-
bound Dodge Nitro then
struck the trailer as it ex-
tended across both lanes of
traffic.

The Mont Belvieu Police
Department is the lead in-
vestigating agency and
were assisted by the Bay-
town Police Department,
the Texas Department of
Public Safety Highway Pa-
trol, and the Chambers
County Sheriff’'s Office.
The roadway was reopened
at 4 p.m.

This investigation is ac-
tive. Next-of-kin notifica-
tions have been completed.
The fatalities were identi-
fied as Melba Castro, age
40, and her daughter, age
13, both from Liberty, Tex-
as.

verbal behavior-based
ABA Therapy, Pediatric
Occupational Therapy
and Pediatric Speech
Therapy services to per-
sons diagnosed with an
Autism Spectrum disor-
der. They are one of only
a few providers in Tex-
as using this innovative
approach within the pe-
diatric therapy field for
Autism.

For more information
visit their website

www elitespectrumaba.com

or follow them on Fa-
cebook and Instagram at
elitespectrumaba.
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OPINION

By Texas Department of Transportation

More people are dying in
Motorcycle crashes in
Texas

AUSTIN - As motorcycle fatalities continue to
rise and the spring weather draws more riders to
Texas roadways, TxDOT is urging drivers to look
twice and be considerate on the road around
motorcycle riders.

Amy Jo Miller was enjoying a ride on the back
of her boyfriend’s motorcycle in Bell County when
an inattentive driver turned left in front of them,
hitting the bike and throwing her across the road.
Seconds later, another vehicle then ran her over
in a hit-and-run crash, leaving her with multiple
serious injuries. Fortunately, she survived, but 15
years later, Amy Jo is still recovering from her
injuries.

Amy Jo, now 49, is just one of thousands of
Texas motorcyclists seriously injured—or worse,
killed—in crashes every year. In 2022, 562
motorcycle riders were killed in motor vehicle
crashes, an 8% increase over the previous year.

“People on motorcycles are more vulnerable on
our roadways,” said TxDOT Executive Director
Marc Williams. “It’s important for drivers to pay
extra attention and look out for motorcycles —
especially at intersections, when turning in front
of oncoming traffic and while changing lanes. We
all want to get home safe.”

In addition to National Motorcycle Safety
Awareness Month, TxDOT’s annual safety
campaign “Share the Road: Look Twice for
Motorcycles” also aims to protect motorcyclists by
educating drivers on how to safely share the road.
Below are safety precautions all motorists should
keep in mind to help prevent motorcycle crashes:

e Stay alert. Give driving your full attention.
Even a momentary distraction, such as answer-
ing a phone call or changing the radio station, can
have deadly consequences.

¢ Pay special attention at intersections. One-
third of all motorcycle fatalities happen at road-
way intersections.

e Take extra care when making a left turn.
Always assume motorcycles are closer than they
appear and avoid turning in front of an oncoming
motorcycle.

¢ Look twice when changing lanes. Check
mirrors, check blind spots, and always use turn
signals.

e Give motorcyclists room when passing them.
Move over to the passing lane and don’t crowd the
motorcyclist’s full lane.

e Stay back. If you’re behind a motorcycle,
always maintain a safe following distance. When
a motorcyclist downshifts, it can catch drivers off
guard since there are no brake lights to signal
reduced speed.

e Slow down. Obey posted speed limits and
drive according to conditions.

To help drivers fully understand the impor-
tance of driving safely and the dangers motorcy-
cle riders face, TxDOT is taking its “Share the
Road: Look Twice for Motorcycles” campaign
exhibit on the road during National Motorcycle
Safety Awareness Month. The exhibit will feature
a virtual reality component that gives partici-
pants the opportunity to experience high-risk
traffic situations from the perspective of both a
driver and a motorcyclist.

TxDOT’s “Share the Road: Look Twice for
Motorcycles” campaign is a key component of
#EndTheStreakTX, a broader social media and
word-of-mouth effort that encourages drivers to
make safer choices while behind the wheel to help
end the streak of daily deaths. Nov. 7, 2000, was
the last deathless day on Texas roadways.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Opinions expressed here are not
necessarily that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR
OPINION is welcome. Send a letter for possible
publication to Grafikpress Newspapers, 5906 Star
Lane, Houston TX 77057 or an email to
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com. Please limit your words to
about 200. Letters will be subject to editing. Thank you.

— —

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

By Gary Borders

House Lawmakers Defy Abbott on Vouchers

A key House education
committee adjourned last
week without voting on a
school voucher bill that is
Gov. Greg Abbott’s top pri-
ority this session, the Hous-
ton Chronicle reported.
Barring some unforeseen
maneuver in the last week of
the regular legislative ses-
sion, the bill is effectively
dead for now.

The Senate had approved
a bill that would provide
Texas families $8,000 in tax-
payer money to fund private
or charter school tuition. The
House narrowed the scope so
that it would only apply to
students with disabilities or
those attending schools with
a failing grade issued by the
Texas Education Agency —
an estimated 800,000 stu-
dents. The Senate bill would
make vouchers available to
5.5 million Texas students.

State Rep. Brad Buckley,
R-Killeen, chair of the House
Public Education Commit-
tee, said he doesn’t plan to
call a vote on the measure.
Abbott has threatened to
veto the House version or
call a special session if the
House does not approve the
Senate version.

Opponents of the voucher
system say it would take
money away from public ed-
ucation.

“These voucher proposals
have been brought before —
in 1957. A tuition grant bill
was passed through the
House. It failed ultimately,
but it was to allow kids to
leave integrated schools and
join white-only schools,”
state Rep. James Talarico,
D-Round Rock, said.

BILLS FAVORING NATURAL
GAS POWER PLANTS
ADVANCE

A Texas House committee
voted Thursday to send to
the House floor a Senate bill
providing $10 billion in tax-
payer money for low-interest
loans to build natural gas-
powered electrical generat-
ing plants. The plan is still
subject to change in the wan-
ing days of the legislative
session, however.

The Dallas Morning News
reported the call for plant ex-
pansions stem from the near
collapse of the power grid
during the devastating win-
ter storm in 2021. Hundreds

of Texans died during that
blackout.

State Rep. Todd Hunter,
R-Corpus Christi, and chair
of the House State Affairs
Committee that is consider-
ing the bills, said the $10 bil-
lion loan fund and other
power generation measures
remain “works in progress.”
The legislative session ends
May 29.

HOUSE, SENATE CLOSER ON
TAX RELIEF PLAN

The Texas House and
Senate appear to be nearing
a deal that would deliver bil-
lions of dollars in property
tax relief, the Austin Ameri-
can-Statesman reported.
The proposal combines
House Speaker Dade
Phelan’s preference for cut-
ting appraisal caps by half
with Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick’s
preference for increasing
homestead exemptions.

The Legislature was un-
der a mandate from Abbott
and Patrick to return nearly
half of the state’s $33 billion
budget surplus to taxpayers.
The latest measure would
lower the appraised value
cap from 10% to 5% for all
properties. The House ver-
sion would also raise the
state’s homestead exemption
from $40,000 to $100,000,
with an added $10,000 ex-
emption for seniors and dis-
abled homeowners. Patrick’s
original proposal was to
raise the exemption to
$70,000.

DRAFT BUDGET BARS TAX
DOLLARS FOR PAXTON
SETTLEMENT

House and Senate budget
negotiators plan to bar using
state funds to pay the $3.3
million whistleblower settle-
ment negotiated by Attorney
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General Ken Paxton and his
former aides, the Statesman
reported.

The settlement was
reached in February after
four former employees of the
AG’s office sued Paxton, ac-
cusing him of bribery and
abusing his office. Since that
time the four aides were
fired or have resigned. Pax-
ton denied their allegations,
but as part of the settlement
apologized for calling them
“rogue employees.”

Paxton said when the set-
tlement was reached that it
would save taxpayer money
in the long run by avoiding
an expensive court battle.

“I have chosen this path
to save taxpayer dollars and
ensure my third term as At-
torney General is unbur-
dened by unnecessary
distractions,” Paxton said in
a statement at the time.
“This settlement achieves
these goals.”

SUSPECTED FUNGAL
INFECTIONS LINKED TO
MATAMOROS SURGERIES

The Texas Department of
State Health Services is
sounding the alarm to the
public and doctors about sus-
pected cases of fungal men-
ingitis among Texas
residents receiving surgery
in Matamoros, Mexico —
across the border from
Brownsville. So far, the in-
vestigation has found at
least five affected patients,
four of whom are now hospi-
talized and one who died.

The patients traveled
from Texas to Matamoros for
surgical procedures that in-
volved an epidural anesthet-
ic, which is injected around
the spinal column. One of the
possible elective procedures
conducted under an epidur-
al is liposuction.

“It is very important that
people who have recently
had medical procedures in
Mexico monitor themselves
for symptoms of meningitis,”
said DSHS Commissioner
Jennifer Shuford. “Meningi-
tis, especially when caused
by bacteria or fungus, can be
a life-threatening illness un-
less treated promptly.”

Anyone who had surgery
involving an epidural in
Matamoros this year is ad-
vised to contact a doctor,
DSHS said in its news re-
lease.

MORE THAN $9 MILLION IN
EMS STUDENT
SCHOLARSHIPS

The state is funding more
than $9 million for 1,500
emergency medical services
scholarships. The goal is to
expand the state’s EMS
workforce, especially in un-
derserved and rural areas.
The funding comes from leg-
islation passed during the
2021 legislative session.

“This funding to support
EMS education opportuni-
ties and to increase the
workforce will ensure a
strong EMS system in Tex-
as,” said Joe Schmider of
DSHS. “These scholarships
are impacting the current
and future emergency care
throughout all of Texas.”

Potential EMS students
can learn more by going
here: dshs.texas.gov/emstex-
as.

_'*—

THE

POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

“Lukewarm
Water”

Yesterday wasn’t the best
day.

I don’t like to complain
and, the truth is, I have very
little to complain about. Still,
yesterday was not the best
day.

I woke with a stomach-
ache. I'd gone to bed with a
stomachache, and this is not
terribly unusual. My mother
gets stomachaches, and now
my 20-year-old niece is prey
to them. Stress and irregular
eating set them off, these
stomachs of ours, and some-
times they take hours or even
days to get sorted out. This
one was particularly stubborn
and saw me through the night
and into the next day. By mid-
morning, I realized, unless I
was writing about a stomach-
ache, I wasn’t likely to get
much writing done.

So I thought I'd learn a
new program I’d promised
myself I'd learn. The young
woman on the video assured
me that this training was for
“absolute beginners,” and I
felt reassured. I sat down
with my stomachache and
started watching.

I'had no idea what she was
talking about.

It wasn’t that she left me
behind—I never got on the
bus. The bus pulled away and
left me standing on the curb.
I suddenly felt old. I was an
old woman with a stomach-
ache.

Then I heard from my
agent. My agent is cheerful
and hopeful and loves my
book, and she’s working hard
right now to sell it. She wrote
to tell me I got another rejec-
tion. She sounded pretty
down—for a perpetually up-
beat person. She sounded as
if we might be running out of
people to send my book to.
This was depressing news.

That’s when I saw the Fa-
cebook post.

A friend objected to my re-
cent column where I looked
through the stained glass in
a church and found color—
and reason to be happy. It
wasn’t realistic, he wrote. Bad
things happen, and people
like me should acknowledge
them. He talked about torna-
dos and shootings. He said
people like me would go look-
ing for a pony in a pile of horse
poop. He wasn’t very nice.
And I still had a stomachache.

Nothing makes me feel
better when I am down than
a nice hot bath by candlelight,
and it was certainly time for
one of those. But the bathtub
faucet was not working, and
so the hot water filled the tub
very slowly—so slowly that,
by the time there was enough
for a bath, it was lukewarm.

“Oh well!” T said as I
hopped in. “A lukewarm bath
by candlelight is better than
no bath at all.”

That’s when the candle fiz-
zled out.

I sat in the lukewarm wa-
ter in the dark. I still had a
stomachache as I mulled over
the rejection of my manu-
script. I remembered my
friend’s accusation that I was
not realistic. [ realized he was
right.

But, as I considered the
options, I honestly couldn’t
think of another way to live.
Life is short, no matter how
long we live. Knowing that
my time is short, and my abil-
ities limited, encourages me
to do whatever I can with this
precious time I have—right
now—sitting in lukewarm
water. I get a choice about
how I wish to feel about all of
it, even the stomachache. And
I believe (realistic or not) that
it is a precious gift to live in
this continually amazing, as-
tonishingly beautiful world.

I feel better today. The sky
is still gray. The faucet is still
broken. There is still no word
on my book. But my stomach-
ache is marginally better.
And I am enormously grate-
ful to experience all of it.

Till next time,

Carrie
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Harris County increases
Homestead exemption

New exemption for Seniors and Disabled raised to $275K;

3rd time Garcia has saved homeowners’ money

Harris County — Dur-
ing the May 16 Commis-
sioners Court,
Commissioner Adrian Gar-
cia led an effort to increase
the homestead exemption
for seniors and disabled
homeowners. The mea-
sure, which passed unani-
mously, means seniors and
homeowners with disabil-
ities who qualify for the
exemption may take an
additional $25,000
($275,000 total) off the ap-
praised value of their
homes. The move would
provide an average savings

of about $130 per year.

A longtime champion
for taxpayer relief, Com-
missioner Garcia has re-
peatedly looked for ways to
reduce the burden of prop-
erty taxes for families.
Back in 2020, Garcia pro-
posed the first increase in
the homestead exemption
since 2008.

“Once again, we deliver
real savings to people des-
perate for help. This latest
increase of the exemption
should help negate the im-

pact of rising appraisal val-
ues on families across Har-
ris County,” said
Commissioner Adrian Gar-
cia, “I'm proud to have
helped put money back
into the pockets of hard-
working families.”

Should the Texas Legis-
lature raise the maximum
amount available for
homestead exemptions,
Commissioner Garcia
plans to bring an item to
Commissioners Court to
increase it in Harris Coun-
ty as well.

Houston Parks and Recreation Departments

Brock Park to Reopen as Adventure Park
Park to become a multi-use facility focused on adventure sports

The Houston Parks
and Recreation Depart-
ment (HPARD) will host
the grand reopening of
Brock Park
on Saturday, May 6,
2023, from noon to 3
p.m. Brock Park is lo-
cated at 8201 John Ral-
ston, Houston, TX 77078
in northeast Houston.
The new Brock Park has
been reimagined as an
adventure park, featuring
amenities like a ropes
course, Ninja Warrior
course, a kayak/canoe
launch, nature-based pro-
gramming, and enhanced
site security. The park is
the first of its kind in the
City of Houston. “The
transformation of Brock
Park into an adventure
park destination is an ex-
citing development for
the City of Houston parks
landscape,” said Mayor
Sylvester Turner. “The
amenities that will be
available at the park,
along with the addition of
upgraded event space,
will undoubtedly make
Brock Park a destination
stop for generations of
Houstonians looking for
unique entertainment op-
tions. Thank you to the
Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department, and our ded-
icated Parks team for
making this dream a
reality.” Funding for the
project was made possible
by a $1 million grant from
Texas Parks and Wildlife,
and funding from the
Houston Parks and Rec-
reation Department’s
Capital Improvement

Fund. Brock Parks sits
on 354 acres and features
2,500 square feet of inte-
rior space. It is situated
about 20 minutes from
downtown Houston. “I
believe the Brock Park
project is a game-chang-

er for the City of Hous-
ton,” said Kenneth Allen,
Director, Houston Parks
and Recreation Depart-
ment. “With its focus on
adventure sports, nature-
based programming, and
all of its other attributes,

Brock Park is like no oth-
er park in Houston. I am
just so proud of the Hous-
ton Parks and Recreation
Department team that
helped guide this make-
over, and of course, it
could not have been done

without the generous sup-
port of the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Depart-
ment. Thank you
all.” Brock Park was ac-
quired by the City of
Houston in 1957. It later
became an 18-hole golf
course, that has since
closed. The park is locat-
ed in Houston City Coun-
cil District B, which is
represented by City
Councilmember Tarsha
Jackson. For a closer look
at Brock Adventure Park,
click: https://youtu.be/
MEK4tTkHnhNI. For
more information about
the Houston Parks and
Recreation Department,
please visit

www.houstonparks.org.
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purchase or not. You can help the Newspaper
by calling with an inquiry. THANK YOU.

RISINCGIE:

~ W. Leo Daniels Towers

We Are Hiring!
Grant Writer/Coordinator Position

Responsible for grant writing,
coordinating and administering
services for the elderly/non-
elderly disable residents.
Overseeing operations to
enhance the meals program.
The Grant Writer/
Coordinator reports to
and work under the general
supervision of the
Property Manager
Salary to be determined
Benefits include health care, basic
dental and life insurance

Please call (713) 692-8541 or
stop by 8826 Harrell Street to Apply

@ 18-t

Call 713-266-3444

Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!
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TRACTOR WORK  TRACTOR WORK  TRACTOR WORK  LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
of property to satisfy landlord’s lien.
Sale to be held at STEVE’S
STORAGE LLC, 5625 Hwy 90,
Crosby, TX 77532 on June 10th 2023
at 8:30 a.m. Items sold as-is to the

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that Original Letters
Testamentary for Docket No. 514549;
Estate of KELLY (LOUNSBERRY)
LYNCH, Deceased; In Probate Court No.
4 of Harris County, Texas, were issued on

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that Original Letters
Testamentary for Docket No. 514190;
Estate of MARISA A. FORDE Deceased;
In Probate Court No. 2 of Harris County,
Texas, were issued on MAY 10, 2023.

Tractor, Dozer and Backhoe
Services
Call or text for Free Quote.
JOE FLANAGAN

highest CASH bidder. Property is MAY 5, 2023.
loaT 832-530-0054 contents of tenant spaces of Chris DON A. FORDE
Millikan Items include: power BRIAN FIKES The residence address of the
equipment, furniture, etc. The residence address of the administrator is in Harris County, Texas.
20-2T administrator is in Harris County, Texas. The mailing address is:

The mailing address is:

I
OFFICE FOR OFFICE FOR
RENT RENT

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 E. Walllisville Road
Highlands, TX 77562

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 E. Wallisville Road
Highlands, TX 77562

All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present them
within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.

Dated this MAY 18, 2023

A
7
by WESTON COTTEN
Attorney for the Estate

SMALL OFFICE BUILDING
FOR LEASE

All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present them
within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.

Dated this MAY 16, 2023

Dty

by WESTON COTTEN
Attorney for the Estate

ONE STORY BUILDING ON STAR LANE,
NEAR THE GALLERIA AND SOUTHWEST
FREEWAY. CONVENIENT PARKING AT
DOOR. 3000 SQ. FEET. 2 PRIVATE
OFFICES, GENERAL DESK AREA,
KITCHEN & REST ROOMS, STORAGE.
REFERENCES REQUIRED. $2750/
MONTH PLUS DEPOSIT.

CALL 713-977-2555.

—_—

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money B " s i n e s s Di rec t o ry SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

| | g o g |
bl INSPECTION - Graphics Unlimited, Inc. WESTON COTIEN, ATTORNEY
3 Ful[ mammwm . CORPORATE GRAPHICS AT ITS BEST HlGHLANDS
wm,rj Signs & Banners 281-421-4050 1500 E. Walisville Rd,
—- " 713-702-3200 281 -462-] 200 NOT CERTIFIED 2:;32 TLT;:TT OB,?‘ARD OF LEGAL
Ll DOOLW JONANY GAEKE 115, NAIN www.graphicsunlimitedinc.net
OWNERINSPECTOR HCHLANDS TX. 772 213 Kernohan « Croshy, TX 77532
e || A o | oo BlGiesus St 2 o
. . rrpT——— Ask about our Business Directory ar aunrer
Sales & Repair Service| | IR, rorcesse Package
Baytowﬂ Texas TENEEres  HMESTONE | 13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260 Your Hometown Newspaper
’ 119 Listi Ln, Highlands hillmaterials.com Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package News tipS and Ad Inquiries:
John Henderson WE DELIVER TO YOU Photo + Story + Web for $260 713-066-3444
628 Cedar Bayou Rd. (281)843-5000 713-266-3444
residential - commercial - industrial

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details
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Monica Barbaro, left, and Arnold Schwarzenegger star
as father-daughter CIA agents in the action series

“FUBAR.”

“FUBAR”

“FUBAR” (TV-MA) —
Action movie star Arnold
Schwarzenegger has a
new spy-adventure series
premiering May 25,
which is the longtime ac-
tor’s first leading role in
a scripted live-action se-
ries. Schwarzenegger
plays Luke, a recently re-
tired CIA operative who
gets sucked into one last,
relatively simple mission.
The catch? Well, once
Luke arrives on site, he
realizes his daughter,
Emma (Monica Barbaro),
also works for the CIA
and that the two have
been lying to each other
for years. Now, as they
take on the mission to-
gether in a much different
way than they expected,
their bond as father and
daughter truly starts to
form. (Netflix)

stk

“THE SECRETS OF
HILLSONG” (NR) —
This four-part documen-
tary series releasing May
20 dives into the scandals
surrounding the Chris-
tian megachurch Hill-
song. The Hillsong
Church campus estab-
lished in New York City
aimed to draw in millen-
nials and Gen Zers, most-
ly due to former lead
pastor Carl Lentz’s ef-
forts. Lentz then went on
to become a spiritual ad-
visor to many celebrities,
including Justin Bieber,
Kendall Jenner and Sele-
na Gomez, before he was
dismissed amid an infi-
delity scandal. This doc-
umentary explores the
dark-sided atmosphere
attached to Hillsong, with
serious allegations of sex-
ual abuse and abuses of
power from pastors like
Lentz. (Hulu)

$okok

“PLATONIC” (TV-
MA) — The duo who led
“Neighbors,” Rose Byrne
and Seth Rogen, are
teaming up again — this
time for a comedy series.
Byrne and Rogen respec-
tively play Sylvia and
Will, a pair of best friends
who reconnect after years
apart. Sylvia’s a family
woman now, but Will,
who just went through a
recent divorce, is in an en-
tirely different stage of
his life. So, as their
friendship takes off again,
the two must find the
right balance between
Will’s shenanigans and
Sylvia’s family to prove
that a man and a woman
can maintain a platonic
relationship. The first
three episodes premiere
on May 24, with the rest
following on a weekly ba-
sis. (AppleTV+)

skeskesk

“THREE THOU-
SAND YEARS OF
LONGING” (R) — Dur-
ing a trip to Istanbul,
British scholar Alithea
Binnie picks out a ran-
dom memento at an an-
tique store. Unbeknownst
to Alithea, the antique
bottle she purchased con-
tains the Djinn, a genie,
inside. As the tale often
goes, the Djinn offers
Alithea three wishes, but
first, he tells her the sto-
ries of how he ended up
in the bottle and the
many wishes he’s grant-
ed before. Because of
these stories, Alithea’s
lonely heart starts to beat
again, and she finds im-
mense purpose with the
Djinn’s sudden appear-
ance in her life. Idris Elba
and Tilda Swinton make
an odd yet intriguing
match in this fantasy-ro-
mance film premiering
May 23. (Prime Video)

(c) 2023 King Features
Synd., Inc.

HOLLYWOOD — Pedro Pascal, who’s
been called “an overnight sensation” (it
only took 27 years) has two streaming
series (“The Mandalorian” and “The Last
of Us”) and two upcoming films. “Drive-
Away Dolls” is due in September, and
“Strange Way of Life,” with Ethan
Hawke, will premiere at the 2023
Cannes Film Festival. In addition, Pas-
cal has hit the stratosphere as the lead
in the sequel to director Ridley Scott’s
2000 megahit, “Gladiator” (which
grossed $460 million and received 12
Oscar nominations, winning five).

However, I’'m not sure that Pascal
made the right choice wearing Valenti-
no’s long, red jacket with a black tie and
black shorts at the Met Gala. Google it.

ek

Even before the writer’s strike, NBC
was making cuts to “Law & Order.” The
upcoming shows will mostly feature
their major leads, and their supporting
players will no longer be in every epi-
sode.

Over at CBS, 84% of the cast of “Bob
Hearts Abishola” are faced with their so-
lution to remove 11 of the 13 leads in
the main cast, leaving only Billy Gardell
and Folake Olowofoyeku, the two title
stars. Among those cut are Christine
Ebersole, Matt Jones and Maribeth Mon-
roe. They’ll now be recurring in five of
the 13 episodes in season five of the se-
ries. The good news for them, they were
told, is that they’ve been released from
their exclusivity clauses and can now
pursue other work. Is that really good
news now that the industry has been
shut down by the writer’s strike?

ko

Billy Gardell, at 53, has lost 160
pounds over three years, by way of gas-
tric bypass surgery. He went from 370
pounds to 210 pounds. The good news is
that it ended his diabetes scare.

ko

Since she made her Broadway debut
50 years ago, legend Patti LuPone has

Pedro Pascal

received three Tony Awards for “Evita,”
“Gypsy” and, most recently, “Company”
(in which she stopped the show every
night with “The Ladies Who Lunch”), as
well as various award nominations for
“Sweeney Todd,” “Anything Goes” and
“War Paint,” to name some.

In October 2022, she officially resigned
from Actors’ Equity (the Broadway stage
union), admitting, “When the run of ‘Com-
pany’ ended this past July, I knew I
wouldn’t be on stage for a very long time.”
She mentioned telling a producer who of-
fered her a role that she didn’t want to
do the show on Broadway, opting instead
for East Fourth Street. When explaining
why she doesn’t want to do Broadway
anymore, LuPone stated, “Broadway’s not
turning into a combination of Disney, Las
Vegas and the circus. Plays are closing.
The education of an audience is in grave
danger.”

Like it or not ...Vegas is already mak-
ing book on when she’ll be back on Broad-
way!

(¢) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

ENTERTAINMENT
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