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RACHEL’S DINER
Southern Cooking Buffet -- Coming Soon

14280 FM 2100 (Across from Walmart)
281-462-7349

Art Car Parade

Annual Art Car Parade was held last
weekend. More Photos inside, Page 7

County approves $500 monthly
anti-poverty payments

Pct. 2 Commissioner Ellils announces details of the
program, with Judge Lina Hidalgo and HC Public
Health Director Barbie Robinson.

Continued. See Anti-
Poverty Program, Page 5

‘Uplift Harris’: to provide
support for some low-
income households

HARRIS  COUNTY,
Texas – A program de-
signed to help struggling
families in the Houston
area passed in a vote of 4-
1 in Harris County Com-
missioners Court last
Tuesday.

Harris County Commis-
sioner Rodney Ellis and
County Judge Lina Hidal-
go outlined details about
the $20.5 million Uplift
Harris program, aimed at
helping low-income resi-
dents with rent, food costs,
and other issues.

The program is set to
begin in September. The
initiative is a guaranteed
income program, and offi-
cials are hoping it will re-

duce poverty. Uplift Har-
ris would also help people
with transportation, hous-
ing, utilities, and care.

Under the program, up
to 1,500 families living be-
low 200% of the federal
poverty line – approxi-
mately $40,000 for a fami-

ly of four – will receive
$500 per month to support
their household needs. Up-
lift Harris will run for 18
months, beginning this
fall. It will be administered

Harris County, TX —
Harris County Commis-
sioner Adrian Garcia has
championed the impor-
tance of reducing the back-
log of cases in the criminal
justice system, long before
COVID-19. Often saying
“justice delayed is justice
unserved,” Garcia has of-
ten taken the lead in di-
recting Commissioners
Court to invest nearly $40
million in efforts to reduce
the backlog.

Since January 2022,
the investments have
led to both the felony
and misdemeanor back-
logs being reduced by
more than 40%.

At Tuesday’s Commis-
sioners Court, an addition-
al $25 million in ARPA
funds were allocated to re-
duce the backlog, and
Commissioners Court ap-

proved the
m e a s u r e
u n a n i -
m o u s l y .
T h e  n e w
funds are
b r o k e n
down into
the following programs:

• $7.9 million – Case
Preparation: Associate
Judges and support staff

• $4.8 million – Evi-
dence Management: Tech-
nology and support staff

• $8.3 million – Case
Disposition: Emergency
Response Dockets District
Courts

• $2.9 million – Case
Disposition: Emergency
Response Dockets County
Courts

• $1.2 million – Case
Flow Management & Pro-
cess Improvements

The funds will be dis-

tributed among the follow-
ing departments: District
and County Courts, the
District Attorney, the Dis-
trict Clerk, the Harris
County Sheriff’s Office,
Community Supervision
(adult probation), the Pub-
lic Defender, and Pre-Tri-
al Services.

As an example of why
these investments are crit-
ical, the $4.8 million dedi-
c a t e d  t o  e v i d e n c e
management includes $1.8
million to the Institute of
Forensic Sciences (IFS).
IFS has suffered signifi-
cant staffing and retention
challenges, with over 20%
of positions needing to be
filled.

“I  am proud of  our
progress so far, but I will

Commissioner Garcia cites progress in
reduction of Crime case backlogs

Felony and Misdemeanor backlogs reduced by more than 40%

Continued. See Court
Backlogs reduced, Page
2

CrosbyRodeo wraps up successful event
Large crowds for performances; Peyton Turbitt shows GC Steer

ONE DEAD,
THREE
WOUNDED
IN BARRETT
SHOOTING

Grand Champion Turkey, exhibited by Harper
Loggins;
Reserve Champion Turkey, exhibited by Preslee
Harvey
3rd Place Turkey, exhibited by Iondon Harvey

Grand Champion Steer, exhibited by Peyton Turbitt, purchased by Texas
Turf Tenders;
Reserve Champion Steer, exhibited by Abigail Brady;
3rd Place Steer, exhibited by Shelby Kouba.

Large Crowds attended all the Concert performances. This was the scene
at Rock’n C Arena last Friday night for the concert by Creed Fisher. The
crowd estimates each night were as high as 2300 excited fans.

Grand Champion Swine, exhibited by Emma
Niemtschk;
Reserve Champion Swine, exhibited by Presley
Purvis;
3rd Place Swine, exhibited by Sadie Manuel

BARRETT STATION – One
person is dead and multiple
people were shot in the
Crosby area Sunday
afternoon. The Harris County
Sheriff’s Office responded to
reports of a shooting at a strip
center parking lot in the
12000 block of Crosby-
Lynching around 3 p.m.
Sunday, June 11.

Sheriff Ed Gonzalez said
four to five were involved in
the shooting.  Three persons
were in a car, and joined by
two others. An altercation
and gunfire started inside the
car, and continued outside.
One person was fatally
wounded, and three others
were shot. Two were taken to
a location on Barrett Road and
two others transported
themselves to a hospital.

Sheriff Gonzalez said “At
around 3 p.m., a gray Dodge
Charger pulled into an empty
commercial center parking lot
with three people inside.
There were two young black
men, sitting in the parking lot
before approaching the car
and getting in, officials said.

That is when investigators
said they believed an
altercation happened inside
the vehicle, leading to an
exchange of gunfire. Still, it is
unclear who fired first, Sheriff
Gonzalez said.”We want to
know who pulled the trigger,”
he said.

CONTINUED. SEE BARRETT
SHOOTING, PAGE 5

ADDITIONAL PHOTOS ON PAGE 2
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CrosbyRodeo wraps up successful event
Large crowds for performances; Peyton Turbitt shows GC Steer

Giant Things Going On
in GCCISD

Dr.Randal O’Brien Superintendent

Exceeded
Expectations

What a year it has
been!

I can’t  believe the
2022-2023 school year
has come and gone. There
were so many highlights
this school year. From ac-
ademic to athletic, our
students truly exceeded
our expectations and ex-
celled to the highest of
heights. What better way
to end the school year
then with a grand cele-
bration for our graduates.
For five nights straight,
we honored the tradition
of hosting commence-
ment in Stallworth Stadi-
um; something that was
last done during the
2011-2012 school year.
Over 1,500 young people
entered the Stallworth
Stadium as students and
exited as graduates and
Giant alumni. Seeing the
packed stands, filled with
close family and friends,
many of which graduated
in Stallworth, made me
beam with pride. Our
community came togeth-
er to support our stu-
dents, and, in the end,
that is what it is all
about.

Though the school year
has ended, that doesn’t

mean learning has to!
Our GCCISD Athletic de-
partment, City of Bay-
town, Wetlands Center
and Lee College are offer-
ing a myriad of exciting,
enjoyable, and engaging
summer opportunities for
students of all ages. From
soccer camp to science
camp and more; there is
something for everyone!
Please visit our GCCISD
website for more informa-
tion.

As I close, I want to
give a special thanks to

our community stake-
holders. We appreciate
your continuous support
year after year and we
are so thankful that we
have such dedicated indi-
viduals as a part of our
Giant family.

Have a safe and enjoy-
able summer and we look
forward to welcoming
both new and returning
students back to “The
Goose” on August 14th.

Best Regards,
Dr. Randal O’Brien,

Ed. D.Superintendent of
Schools

The American Association
of Teachers of French has con-
ferred its award of Exempla-
ry with Honors on Goose
Creek Memorial High School
in March of 2023. This pres-
tigious award recognizes the
outstanding quality of the
French program. Goose Creek
Memorial High School is one
of ten in the nation to receive
the award in 2023.

Thanks to its excellent pro-
gram, Goose Creek Memorial
High School has increased its
e n r o l l m e n t  i n  F r e n c h

Goose Creek Memorial French
Program Recognized as Exemplary
Program with Honors

From left to right. Karina Jewell (Historian), Alexa Ramawad (Artistic Co-
Director, Alanni Kramer (President), Cinthia Ruiz (Artistic Director), Manuela
Langlois (Teacher/Sponsor), Nell Willems (Foreign Exchange student), Lizbeth
Cardenas, Renata Bravo, Haydhar Abizar, Avery Greenaway, Ava Bessard,
Elisabeth Flores, Camila Lara, Ruben Fernandez, Andrea Trejo.

throughout the past three
years. So that students may
profit to the maximum, Goose
Creek Memorial HS offers ad-
vanced courses, including AP.
The program makes use of in-
novative and creative meth-
o d s  i n  t e a c h i n g ,  g i v e s
standards-based assess-
ments, and offers numerous
cultural activities beyond the
classroom. The school partic-
ipates in the AATF National
French Contest and inducts
students into the National

French Honor Society, with
many honorees annually.
Manuela Langlois shows ex-
cellent preparation and en-
thusiastic dedication to her
work. Administrators, par-
ents, students, and graduates
have all praised the program
and its teacher in glowing
terms. Graduates have con-
tinued to use French and the
skills they acquired in college
and in their careers, such as
teaching, business, and gov-
ernment.

GOOSE CREEK CISD NEWS

Members of the Lee STEM Academy staff pose proudly during their surprise
presentation event.

By:  Kr is tyn  Hunt
Cathey, APR – Director of
Communications

Two of the district’s CTE
academies recently earned
the coveted Model Academy
status designation by the
National Career Academy
Coalition. This is the high-
est designation awarded by
NCAC, and each academy
will hold it for four years.
The academies learned of
their status during special
ceremonies on May 17th.

The Robert E. Lee High
School STEM Academy and
Ross S. Sterling High School
Health Science Academy
were part of the district’s
original three academies;
presented by Dr. Randal
O’Brien in 2014. Students
were enrolled in the acade-
mies during the 2014-2015
school year. The Sterling
Academy also earned a per-

GCCISD CTE Academies Earn Coveted Model Academy Designation
fect score!

Both academies went
through their first national
review in 2019, where they
received Model Academy
status and were recognized
at the National Career
Academy Coalition Confer-
ence in Philadelphia in the
fall of 2019. Model status is
valid for four years and then
must go through a new re-
view process to maintain
their status. Of course,
there are no guarantees
that an academy will main-
tain their status.

The review process be-
gan last October with initial
meetings with NCAC, and
training sessions attended
by district staff. Academy
artifacts and historical
academy data had to be pre-
pared along with NCAC
surveys that were complet-
ed by academy administra-

tors, teachers, students, and
advisory board members.
All documentation had to be
submitted in March prior to
the onsite reviews on April
5th. The day of the review
consisted of an academy
presentation, followed by
multiple rounds of inter-
views with the review team,
and a campus tour. The re-
view team interviewed
academy teachers, academy
students and advisory board
members in separate 30-
minute segments. Following
the interviews was a final
debrief with the academy
administrators and CTE
staff. Many hours were
spent meeting among all
participants in the review
on a weekly/bi-weekly basis
as well as a mock review day
that was coordinated in-
house to prepare for the ac-
tual review.

Lil Cowpoke Pageant

Reserve Champion Steer, exhibited by
Abigail Brady

Grand Champion Photography, Paisley
Harlien; Reserve Champion
Photography, Anna Ellisor

Grand Champion Lamb, exhibited by
Jaiden Grimes

Grand Champion Lamb, exhibited by
Jaiden Grimes;
Reserve Champion Lamb, exhibited by
Chloe Hood

Grand Champion Goat, exhibited by
Jaiden Grimes

Grand Champion Horticulture,
exhibited by Addison Maxey

Grand Champion Broilers, exhibited by
Kayson Marek;
Reserve Champion Broilers, exhibited
by Colt Glover
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ON THE
HILL

Chambers County
participated in a full-
scale exercise hosted by
the Texas Department
of Emergency Manage-
ment in preparation for
the upcoming hurricane
season.

This exercise, dubbed
Hurricane Indigo, al-
lowed the County to con-
f i rm readiness  and
coordination between
internal department
and with external part-
ners.

“Activities like this

Chambers County Participates in Statewide
Hurricane Preparedness Training Activity

exercise allow the Coun-
ty to prepare for disas-
ters, practice response
activities and identify
and mitigate deficien-
cies,” said Chambers
County Judge Jimmy
Sylvia. “I can confident-
ly say that, after this ex-
e r c i s e ,  C h a m b e r s
County stands ready to
respond to possible
events.”

The 2023 Atlantic
Hurricane Season be-
gins on June 1 and runs
through November 30.

BAYTOWN, TX, June 8,
2023 – Lee College in Bay-
town, TX has received a
substantial gift from the
estate of the late John P.
and Charlotte Henderson.
The Hendersons, who were
longtime supporters of the
college, bequeathed 10,000
shares of  ExxonMobil
stock which was sold for
approximately $900,000.
Their gift is ---the largest
estate donation in the in-
stitution’s 89-year history.

The Lee College Schol-
arship Committee recent-
ly voted to use the money
to establish the Henderson
Family Trust, which will
create over 20 scholarships
annually. Recipients of the
Henderson Family Trust
will  be known as The
Henderson Scholars.

“Uncle John and Aunt
Charlotte always valued
Lee College and its impact
on the Baytown communi-
ty,” said Jason Free, great
nephew. “They made Lee
College a priority in their
charitable work and char-
itable giving during their

Lee College Receives Largest
Estate Gift in School History
Donation of $900,000 of ExxonMobil Stock Establishes Student Scholarships

Charlotte and John P. Henderson at their home in
the Longhorn Village Retirement Community,
Austin, TX (c. 2019).

lives, and they were excit-
ed to help future students
receive a much-needed ed-
ucation through their es-
tate plan.”

The Hendersons have
been associated with Lee
College since the late
1960s. John served as a re-
gent on the Lee College
Board and was a charter
member and board mem-
ber of the Friends of Lee
College.

“The visionary gift of
Mr. and Mrs. Henderson
will support our students
for generations to come.
Their legacy and that of
the Henderson Family
Trust will live on through
the success of the Hender-
son Scholars in perpetu-
ity,” said Patricia Ranzini,
vice president of College
Advancement and execu-
tive director of the Lee Col-
lege Foundation.

John passed away at the
age of 107 in October 2020.
Charlotte was 106 years
old when she died exactly
one year later. They were
married for 80 years, and

in 2019, the Guinness
World Record recognized
them for setting the then
all-time world record for
the oldest living couple of
aggregate age.

“This exceptional dona-
tion will truly be transfor-
mational for our students
and for the future of our
college,” said Dr. Lynda
Villanueva, Lee College
president. “We are ex-
t remely  honored  and

thankful that John and
Charlotte cared so much
for the betterment of Lee
College and future gener-
ations of Lee College stu-
dents.”

For years, Lee College
has benefited from the
Henderson’s generosity. In
January 2021, shortly af-
ter  John Henderson’s
death,  an endowment
scholarship was estab-
lished in his name to sup-

port tuition and books for
a deserving Lee College
student who is planning to
transfer to the University
of Texas at Austin where
Mr. Henderson was a let-
terman on the Longhorn
football team.

Mr. Henderson began
his career in 1939 at Hum-
ble Oil and Refining Com-
p a n y ,  w h i c h  i s  n o w
ExxonMobil .  After  34
years and various assign-
ments, he retired as de-
partment head of business
services. Henderson was
extremely active in the
Baytown community –
having spent decades as a
board member with the
Community  Resource
Credit Union, formerly
known as Humble Employ-
ees Baytown Federal Cred-
it Union. Mr. Henderson
was also a member of the
Baytown Chamber of Com-
merce, past president, life
member and treasurer of
the Kiwanis Club, and past
board member of Baycoast
Hospital.

✯
THOUGHTS  FROM
HILLSIDE  CHURCH

By Dr. Mark Trice

Are you ready for sum-
mer, with all its activi-
ties, vacations, and extra
adventures? Sometimes
it seems that what is of-
ten said of vacations (“I
need a vacation to recov-
er from my vacation!”)
can apply to summer in
general. We spend the
cold, wet, winter months
looking forward to sun-
filled, warm days spent in
leisure and then that
time we’ve been antici-
pating, for parents at
least, often ends up being
less than leisurely.

As a pastor, I would en-
courage you to keep your
eyes on Jesus even dur-
ing these more fun-filled
months, continuing to
grow in your relationship
with Him. I also strongly
advise using every oppor-
tunity to guide your kids
in their walks with the
Lord. But there’s some-
thing else all of us need
that is important as well,
something we can forget
in the busyness of sum-
mer: Time to rest.

Time to Rest
Jesus knew all about

this need. We see it in
Mark 6:31. “Then Jesus
said, ‘Let’s go off by our-
selves to a quiet place and
rest awhile.’ He said this
because there were so
many people coming and
going that Jesus and his
apostles didn’t even have
time to eat.”

I’m sure you’ve felt this
way too at times, with so
much going on in your life
that you don’t even have
time to eat. It is easy to
get so caught up in the
needs of work, family,
yard care, vacation plan-
ning, and more that we
are left feeling like we can
hardly breathe, that we

reach the end of the day
at the end of our rope.
This is not what God
wants for us. He wants
us, even in this, to follow
the example Jesus set.

Jesus used wisdom.
Yes, He was available to
those who needed Him
and, according to John
21:25, “Jesus also did
many other things. If
they were all written
down,  I  suppose the
whole world could not
contain the books that
would be written.” Even
so, He often went aside by
Himself to pray, and at
least once He pulled His
disciples away from the
crowds specifically so

they could get  some
much-needed rest.

Science has shown us
just how vital rest is to
our well-being. It is while
we are at rest that our
bodies heal themselves,
with even short breaks
proving to benefit both
our physical and mental
health. Rest also helps
combat stress, increases
creativity, improves pro-
ductivity, and helps with
decision making. Obvi-
ously, it’s something we
really can’t do without.

It’s also something the
warrior of God can’t do
without. A soldier who is
battle worn and weary
can only accomplish so

much without supernat-
ura l  he lp .  Yes ,  God
stands ready to give us
that help, but the wise
warrior takes time to re-
cover and to regain the
energy he’s lost. We do
this on our knees, in
prayer, in praise and wor-
ship, and in the silence of
rest. Having replenished
ourselves, we’re then
ready to get back out
there and fight.

So I encourage you to
take a hint from Jesus, to
follow the lead of His dis-
ciples, and take time to
step aside for a while.
Maybe you can’t take lit-
eral time off, but surely
you can schedule some
rest stops during the day,
moments when you can
back off and let your
brain and body have a
break. Find a quiet place.
Hit the reset button.
When you do, you’ll be
better prepared to get
back out there and keep
giving it your all.

www.myhillsidefamily.com
@myhillsidefamily

Congratulations to
Ms. Deonicia Mendes
on earning TEACHER
OF THE YEAR at Bar-
bers Hill South. She is
amaz ing  and  loves
those kiddos.  Barbers
Hill is blessed to have
you ,  says  Husband
David Mendez.

Teacher of
the Year
Barbers Hill
South

Austin, Texas– Today,
Governor Greg Abbott
signed HB 8, the Com-
munity College Finance
Bill into law.  The bill,
authored by Senator
Creighton (R-Conroe)
and Representat ive
Gary VanDeaver (R-
New Boston) moderniz-
es funding for Texas
community colleges
and incentivizes de-
gree programs for in-
demand careers

“A highly educated
and skilled workforce is
critical for Texas to re-
main the most attractive
state to do business,
and community colleg-
es are ground zero for
students to access the
necessary skills and
training for in-demand
careers,” said Creight-
on.  “This new funding
framework will only en-
courage more success-
ful programs for Texas
to train the workforce of
the future.”

The Community Col-
lege Finance Commis-
sion was created in SB
1230 in the 87th Legis-
lature, and this bill acti-
vates the Commission’s
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .
Specifically, HB 8 pro-
vides funding based on
student outcomes, in-
creased financial aid
and work-based oppor-
tuni t ies,  as wel l  as
greater investment in
c o l l e g e  c a p a c i t y
through grants  and
cross-campus partner-
ships.

“I want to thank the
Commission members
for the many months of
time they committed.
Specifically, Chairman
Woody Hunt–a t rue
public servant  who
gave his time and ex-
pertise, Representative
Gary VanDeaver for his
leadership in the Texas
House, Higher Educa-
t i o n  C o o r d i n a t i n g
Board Chair Harrison
Keller, and the commu-
nity colleges across the
state who continue to
demonstrate vision and
ingenuity to ensure stu-
dent success.”

Creighton’s
Priority
Workforce
Training Bill
Signed by
Governor
Abbott
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THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Opinions expressed here are not
necessarily that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR
OPINION is welcome. Send a letter for possible
publication to Grafikpress Newspapers, 5906 Star
Lane, Houston TX 77057 or an email to
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com. Please limit your words to
about 200. Letters will be subject to editing. Thank you.

State legislators can take a simple but important
step to improve access to mental health care by
authorizing Texas to join the Interstate Counseling
Compact — currently a group of 25 states who allow
Licensed Professional Counselors (LPCs) the
privilege to practice in-person and via telehealth
across state lines.

 Elected officials from both parties continue to
call for greater access to mental health services.
More than 180 of the 254 counties in Texas have
been identified as mental health workforce shortage
areas. By allowing Texans to work with Licensed
Professional Counselors in other states, the Com-
pact would vastly grow the number of counselors
able to serve Texans — regardless of whether they
live in our large cities or smaller rural communities
that have long struggled with attracting mental
health professionals. Joining the Compact may not
eliminate that vexing challenge, but it will give
rural Texans more counselors from whom to choose.

 The impact could be profound for military
families and others who have recently moved from
another state and are looking to maintain their
relationship with their professional counselor. Also,
counselors who leave Texas could keep seeing
clients from our state. This continuity of care would
benefit the clients and the counselor. The Compact
similarly helps families who have experienced a
divorce that causes a spouse and children to relocate
to another state, because the adults and children
involved could continue to see their counselors after
moving. Young adults moving off to attend college
would also benefit.

 How does the Compact work? Professional
counselors licensed in their home state apply for a
privilege to practice under the Compact. States
participating in the Compact communicate and
exchange information including verification of
licensure and disciplinary sanctions. The State of
Texas would retain the ability to regulate practice
in our state.

 In order to see Texas clients, participating
professional counselors from other states must have
a license from their home states, pass an FBI
background check, comply with their home state’s
continuing education requirements and have no
adverse action against their license for the past two
years.

 The Compact is a way to vastly improve access to
mental health care without a broad expansion of
government or a new type of entitlement. This is
probably why conservative states such as Florida,
Arkansas, West Virginia and Tennessee have joined
the compact, along with more centrist states such as
North Carolina, Virginia and New Hampshire.

 The Texas Counseling Association has identified
passage of the Compact as its highest priority
because professional counselors understand how
much this agreement could expand access to needed
mental health services from quality providers. It
would be wise for Texas to join this diverse, growing
coalition of states who recognize the importance of
mental health care and the challenges of finding the
professionals needed to deliver that care.

OPINION
✯

By Elsa Soto Leggett, PhD, LPC-S
Texas Counseling Association

A simple way for Texas to
increase mental health access

OPINION
Harris County Judge

Lina Hidalgo

✯

“Harris County today finds itself grappling
with the audacity of Republican state lawmakers,
hell-bent on recklessly enhancing the election
chances of one party by targeting the largest
county in the state,” said Judge Hidalgo. “This
sets a dangerous precedent and subverts elections
in one of the most diverse counties in the nation—
another step toward disenfranchisement in the
name of ‘election reform.’”

Background information:

Harris County is home to nearly 5 million
residents and the third largest in the nation. The
signing into law of two Texas election subversion
bills, SB 1933 and SB 1750, will strip away
Harris County’s nonpartisan Elections Adminis-
trator and empower a Republican state official
(the Abbott-appointed Secretary of State who
served for 30 years as a Republican state senator)
to tightly control the elections in Texas’ largest—
and Democratic— county. There has been no
substantiated finding of the exaggerated allega-
tions that Republican lawmakers used as the
reason behind the bills. 9 out of the 10 largest
counties in Texas, and almost 50 percent of
counties in the state have a nonpartisan Elections
Administrator.

Judge objects to state bills
targeting Harris County elections

“Father’s
Day”

It’s time to be thinking
about Father’s Day-even if
all we do is think about it.

The woman who suggest-
ed Father’s Day in 1909 was
named Sonora Smart Dodd.
She was raised, along with
her five siblings, by her fa-
ther after her mother died in
childbirth.

The idea took a long time
to catch on, and didn’t be-
come a national holiday un-
til Richard Nixon was in the
White House. If you’re think-
ing it’s too bad that Ms. Dodd
wasn’t around to see her
dream fulfilled, you’d be
wrong. She was just 90 years
old. At age 92, she was hon-
ored for her idea.

I always have trouble
finding a card that seems ap-
propriate for Father’s Day.
My dad’s eyesight isn’t great,
but even if the cards were
easier to read, there wouldn’t
be much worth reading. Fa-
ther’s Day cards are all about
fishing or drinking or play-
ing golf, and my dad isn’t big
on any of those activities.
But even if I found a card,
the holiday is hard to cele-
brate.

This year, I’m seeing my
dad right before Father’s
Day.

“We’re going to miss Fa-
ther’s Day!” I told him.

“That’s fine!” he said.
He didn’t sound disap-

pointed at all. Missing Fa-
ther’s Day meant we’d have
less of a chance to wrestle
the restaurant check away
from him. He sounded like
he hoped we might forget to
get him a present as well.
But that doesn’t mean I
won’t be thinking about him
because I always am-wheth-
er | know it or not.

My dad’s advice, my dad’s
way of solving problems, of
taking care of business is so
ingrained in me that I’m not
sure I know where he leaves
off and I begin. It doesn’t
seem like my dad’s way of
looking at the world, it just
seems like the way the world
should be looked at- if I take
the time to be thoughtful and
don’t rush out and do some-
thing stupid.

My dad would say that ev-
ery plan needs “belt and sus-
penders.” What will I do if
something falls through?
What’s the next move?

The lesson in this way of
thinking is that a person can
do virtually anything they
want to do as long as they
take the time to think it
through. My dad might ar-
gue mightily against some-
thing I wanted to do (and he
has), but he’d never tell me
not to do it. He’d just want
to make sure I’d covered all
the angles.

The result is that l’ve
done things that, at first
glance, might seem improb-
able or risky but, because I’d
given them the “belt and sus-
penders” test before I start-
ed,  were  not  nearly  as
precarious as they seemed. I
can’t imagine a more valu-
able lesson to have learned
young. I can’t imagine a bet-
ter teacher than my dad.

My dad now lives in the
house he planned for many
years before his retirement
and built almost entirely by
himself with the help of his
Uncle John. He always has
a project in progress. He’s go-
ing to turn 90 next year, and
he would tell you he has
slowed down, and perhaps he
has, but if you just met him,
you’d never guess.

I will be celebrating Fa-
ther’s Day this year- maybe
early, maybe late, certainly
over the telephone at the
very least. I’ll try to tell my
dad how important he has al-
ways been to me--how every
major decision of my life has
been guided by him, how ev-
ery decision I ever make will
continue to be. And how
much I love him.

Happy Father’s Day.
Till next time,
Carrie

Central Figure in Paxton Case Charged
The Austin real estate

developer who is at the
heart of Attorney General
Ken Paxton’s impeach-
ment was arraigned on
eight federal charges Fri-
day, the Austin American-
Statesman reported. Nate
Paul was arrested by the
FBI on Thursday.

Paul, 36, has been ac-
cused of providing financial
benefits to the attorney
general, who in exchange
intervened in several legal
issues involving Paul. That
connection led in part to
the Texas House impeach-
ing Paxton on May 27. He
now awaits a trial some-
time this summer in the
Senate.

The federal charges al-
lege Paul made false state-
m e n t s  t o  f i n a n c i a l
institutions in Texas, Con-
necticut, New York and
Ireland that underreported
his total liabilities and
overreported his cash, in-
fluencing lenders’ decisions
to loan him money to buy
commercial properties.

M e a n w h i l e ,  T o n y
Buzbee, the Houston attor-
ney hired to represent Pax-
ton, said his client was the
victim of  a “kangaroo
court,” according to the
Texas Tribune. Buzbee,
who is leading Paxton’s le-
gal team, predicted Paxton
“will never be convicted by
the Senate. Not on this ev-
idence.  Not  with this
record. The fact is these al-
legations are completely
untrue.”

Paxton has been tempo-
rarily removed from office,
with former Texas secre-
tary of state John Scott ap-
pointed as interim attorney
general.

STATE FIGHTS TO SEIZE
FORMER STATE PARK LAND

Commissioners with the
Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department voted unani-
mously Saturday to pursue
eminent domain claims to
acquire property that once
was Fairfield Lake State
Park.

The move came amid in-
creasing acrimony between
state officials and Todd In-
terests, the new owners of
the land in Freestone
County. Todd Interests re-

cently purchased the land
that had been leased to the
state for the past half-cen-
tury.

Shawn Todd, the compa-
ny’s founder and CEO, told
The Dallas Morning News
the state had engaged in
“intimidation” in an at-
tempt to block his family’s
company from acquiring
the 5,000-acre tract from
energy company Vistra.
The state made a $25 mil-
lion offer to buy Todd In-
terests out of its contract in
mid-May, according to The
News.

Arch “Beaver” Aplin III,
chair of the nine-member
commission, said the legal
maneuver is an effort to
save and expand a “beloved
state park.”

At least three measures
concerning condemning
the park land in order to
acquire it failed to pass in
the last legislative session.
The park averaged 80,000
visitors annually, accord-
ing to TPWD.

NEW $321.3 BILLION
BUDGET SENT TO ABBOTT

Texas comptroller Glenn
Hegar has certified that
the recently passed $321.3
billion, two-year state bud-
get is balanced. The budget
legislation is the only task
required of lawmakers by
the Texas Constitution, the
Texas Tribune reported.
That means Gov. Greg Ab-
bott can now review the
1,115-page document and
potentially veto certain
items that do not meet his
approval. The deadline to
do so is June 18.

Abbott’s line-item veto
authority only applies to
the state budget. The 2024-

2025 budget allocates tax
money toward tax cuts,
broadband internet expan-
sion, border security and
raises for state employees,
to name a few items. It
does not provide increased
pay for teachers. Although
$4 billion has been set
aside to increase teacher
salaries and public-school
funding, that will occur
only if the Legislature acts
separately to create a pri-
vate school voucher pro-
gram. Legislation for that
failed in the regular legis-
lative session but likely
will be considered again in
a special session later this
year.

JACKSON NAMED INTERIM
CHAIR OF PUC

Kathleen Jackson, re-
cently confirmed to the
Public Utility of Commis-
sion by the Texas Senate,
has been named interim
chair by Abbott. That fol-
lows the resignation of
chair Peter Lake, who will
remain on the PUC until
July 1. He joined the PUC
in April 2021 in the wake
of the major failure of the
electric service after Win-
ter Storm Uri the previous
February.

“I’m honored and hum-
bled by Governor Abbott’s
trust and confidence in me
to lead the Public Utility
Commission at this very
important time for the
agency and for Texas,”
Jackson said.

DROUGHT CONDITIONS
EASE ACROSS STATE

Abundant rain in the
Panhandle and much of
Central Texas has eased
drought conditions for
much of those areas, ac-
cording to Dr. Mark Went-
zel, hydrologist with the
Texas Water Development
Board. The end of May saw
the ninth consecutive
weekly decrease in areas of
the state affected by the
drought. Less than 1 per-
cent of the state is now list-
ed as suffering from severe
drought. That’s the least
since March 2022.

A total of 34% of the
state is listed in any type
of drought condition, com-
pared to 78% a year ago.
The arrival of an El Niño
weather pattern should
bring a cooler, wetter au-
tumn and winter, forecast-
ers say.

STATE AGAIN NO. 1 IN
FORTUNE 500 COMPANIES

With a record 55 For-
tune 500 companies head-
quartered in Texas, the
state continues to lead the
nation, Abbott announced.

“Texas is the headquar-
ters of headquarters,” Ab-
bott said. “With our strong
and growing workforce and
welcoming business cli-
mate, Texas is where busi-
nesses find the freedom to
flourish, and people find
opportunities to prosper.”

The greater Houston
metropolitan area is sec-
ond in the nation, home to
25 Fortune 500 headquar-
ters .  The Dal las-Fort
Worth-Arlington metro
area is third with 24.
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Susan Lynn Hoff-
man died on Tuesday,
May 23rd in Phoenix,
Arizona at the age of
64, from Cardiac Arrest
suffered during a
scheduled heart
procedure.

Susan was a gradu-
ate of New Castle,
Pennsylvania High
School, class of 1976,
and  Arizona State
University, class of
1980, with a bachelor’s
degree in Political
Science. Susan’s career
was as a Legal Assis-
tant, and for most of
her life she was em-
ployed by Attorney
Scott Palumbo of the
law firm Palumbo
Wolfe & Palumbo. She
was a valuable member
of the firm who will be
greatly missed.

Susan’s interests
included extensive
travel, and care for
every conceivable stray
animal she encoun-
tered. With her sister
Trisha, Susan had
travelled to Mexico,
Australia, Canada, and
Florida and Washing-
ton States. She cared
for many stray ani-
mals, including cats,

dogs, and birds. She
kept some, but found
foster homes when
possible. She supported
animal shelters and
encouraged others to
do the same. She was
also an avid sports fan,
following NASCAR and
the NFL. She had been
to several Super Bowls,
and a Rose Bowl game.

Susan was born on
September 24, 1957 in
New Castle, Pennsyl-
vania to Gilbert E. B.
Hoffman and Carol
Louise Lutz Hoffman.
Her mother Carol
preceded her in death
in 2017. Susan is
survived by her hus-
band Terry Blanchard,
her sister Trisha
(Patricia) Alison
Hoffman, her nephew
Derek Geffs, stepsons

SUSAN LYNN HOFFMAN

Kevin and Billy Blan-
chard, and several
step-grandchildren.
She is also survived by
her half-sister Kristan
Liu Hoffman and
family of Cincinnati,
Ohio. She also leaves
extended Cramer
family in Florida.

Susan had planned
to retire in a few short
years, and had a
second home in the
woods of Show Low,
Arizona where she was
able to retreat and
enjoy the quiet of the
country. She will be
greatly missed by her
family and friends.
Funeral arrangements
are private, and
donations can be made
in her name to animal
rescue organizations.

not be satisfied until we
reduce the backlog to pre-
Hurricane Harvey levels,
eventually eliminating it.
His tor ica l ly ,  i t  takes
around 200 days to bring
a typical case to disposi-
tion,” said Commission-
er Adrian Garcia. “We
can’t keep delaying justice
for victims who deserve a
speedy resolution. It’s also
important that the accused
get their day in court in a
timely manner.”

Court
cases
Backlog

reduced,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

HOUSTON –  Spring
and summer bring many
new things, including lit-
ters or unwanted puppies
and kittens! Many of them
are being brought to Har-
ris County Pets (HCP) –
already crowded with
homeless dogs and cats,
pushing the shelter past
its capacity.  HCP needs
people to adopt or foster
and rescue groups to help
us in our effort to provide
loving homes for adoptable
pets.

HCP has almost 300
animals over its capacity
(currently 758 animals).
Up to 40% of animals that
are brought to the shelter
are surrendered by owners
for various reasons. Al-
though not all animals
that arrive at the shelter
are adoptable for various

reasons (e.g., elderly, feral,
sick, aggressive or injured
animals), many of them
would make great pets for
individuals and families.

Currently, all adopt-
able animals at the Harris
County Pets Resource Cen-
ter are free of charge to a
loving home! All adopted
animals from HCP are
spayed or neutered, re-
ceive age-appropriate vac-
c i n a t i o n s  ( i n c l u d i n g
rabies), are microchipped
and receive a one-year
Harris County pet license.

Pet ownership requires
an investment of time and
money, so when adopting
a pet, please consider:

• Selecting a pet that is
suited to your home and
lifestyle. Do you have time
to walk your dog? Would
an older pet be more suit-

Harris County Pets over
capacity! Waiving adoption fees

able than an active kitten
or puppy?

 • Avoiding impulsive
decisions when selecting a
family pet.

• Owning only the num-
ber of pets that you can
provide for appropriately.

• Ensuring that the pet
is properly vaccinated,
identified and registration
is up to date.

HCP, located at 612
Canino Road in Houston,
has many animals ready
for a loving home. Stop by
and choose yours! If you
cannot adopt a pet, consid-
er volunteering at our shel-
ter.  Volunteers are needed
to facilitate adoptions, so-
cialize, and foster ani-
m a l s .  F o r  m o r e
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  e m a i l
volunteer@countypets.com
or call (281) 999-3191.

by a third-party agency
and subjected to rigorous
evaluation.

Judge Hidalgo said “The
program is designed so it
goes to folks with a certain
income level, so it’s below
the poverty line for those
zip codes where there are
economic challenges for a
lot of people.”

Uplift Harris was spear-
headed by Commissioner
Ellis’ Office. The program,
funded by American Res-
cue  Plan Act  (ARPA)
funds, is part of the coun-
ty’s broader strategy to re-
duce poverty and deliver
economic prosperity for ev-
eryone in Harris County.

“Decades of neglect, in-

Harris County starts
anti-povery program,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

equity, and discrimination
have financially destabi-
lized generations of Harris
County families, perpetu-
ated poverty, and created
unfair barriers to prosper-
ity,” Commissioner Ellis
said. “Unchecked and on-
going inequality has creat-
ed an economic divide that
families can’t overcome on
their own, and Harris
County has an obligation
to act.”

Similar programs have
been launched in 45 cities
across the country, includ-
ing Austin, which has seen
positive results so far.

According to a study by
the Urban Institute, before
the program was brought

to Austin, 80% of families
said they could not afford
food. After six months of
being in the program, the
number dropped to 68%.

Also before the pro-
gram, 77% of families in
Austin said they couldn’t
afford to serve balanced
meals to their children.
After six months of being
a part of the program, that
number dropped to 62%.

About 55% of families in
Austin said they were be-
hind on their rent before
starting the program, and
after six months, that
number dropped to 33%.

For more information,
visit this website: https://
countiesforaguaranteed
income.org/.

From there, investigators
said two people, a man in his
late teens or early 20s and a
14-year-old, were dropped
off at Barrett Station
Evergreen Cemetery on 560
Barrett Road, about four
blocks from the initial scene.
According to investigators,
first responders found the
man dead from his injuries at
the cemetery. The injured 14-
year-old was taken to a
hospital.

Two people who remained
inside the vehicle drove
themselves to the hospital and
were also treated for gunshot
wounds, investigators said.

One person, who was not
injured, drove away from the
scene in the Charger, which
Gonzalez said investigators
are still looking for.

Sheriff Gonzalez said a
motive has not been
determined for the shooting,
but may involve a drug
transaction. Authorities are
looking for the grey Dodge
Charger vehicle. Call Crime
Stoppers 713-222-TIPS if you
have any information.

Barrett Shooting: One
dead, three wounded,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

PERFECT FOR YOUR OUTDOOR GRILL
JUST IN TIME FOR FATHER’S DAY

Scene of shooting, parking lot at 12000 Crosby-
Lynchburg Road in Barrett Station

Scene where deceased victim was found after the
shooting, Evergreen Cemetery in Barrett Station.

✯
IN THE
STARS

BIRTHDAYS
Jun 15-- Tina Hill
Jun 16-- Steffany de la Cruz

Tim Grisham
Evelyn Del Angel

Jun 17--Garret Oviedo
Brandi Rutledge

Jun 18--Erica Castro
David Mata

Jun 19--Lara Sue Hill
Jun 21--Louise Cann

Eddie Marshall
Jun 22--Dixie Roffe

Randall Sloan
Robert Guillory

Jun 23--Gladys Cornelius
Ryan Dunlop
Janell Simmons

ANNIVERSARIES
Jun 18--Cliff & Janise McKee
Jun 19--David & Susie

Coffman
Jun 22--Larkin & Margaret

McKay
Gene  & Elizabeth
Bulanek

Jun 23--Ben & Shannon
Coward
Daniel & Jane Pratka

Jun 25-Joe & Rene Anselmo

Well known local businessman Bill
Bagi has opened a new Laundromat
in Highlands, known as
501Laundromat.

Bagi said that the new store has
the latest Wascomat professional
washers and dryers, and because of
their extra large size can clean 60 lbs
of laundry in an hour.

The new store is now open, and
operates 7 days a week, from 8am to
9pm.

More details and photos on page
2 of this paper, or stop by with some
laundry. Located at 501 S. Main
Street, Highlands.

New Laundromat
opens in Highlands

NOW OPEN

Joe Flanagan of
Lonestar Siteworks has
available time for
Dozer, Backhoe and
Tractor work. Call or
text him for a Free
Quote on your next
Dirt(y) project.

832-530-0054. He’s
well recommended,
fast and inexpensive.
Call now.

It’s a Dirty
Business

SMALL ADS
REPEATED GET

BIG
RESULTS!

713-266-3444
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CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED

A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Star ✯ Courier
Your Hometown Newspaper
News tips and Ad Inquiries:

713-266-3444

TRACTOR WORK TRACTOR WORKTRACTOR WORK

Tractor, Dozer and Backhoe
Services

Call or text for Free Quote.
LONESTAR SITEWORKS

832-530-0054
20-4T

OFFICE FOR
RENT

OFFICE FOR
RENT

SMALL OFFICE BUILDING
FOR LEASE

ONE STORY BUILDING ON STAR LANE,
NEAR THE GALLERIA AND SOUTHWEST
FREEWAY. CONVENIENT PARKING AT
DOOR. 3000 SQ. FEET. 2 PRIVATE
OFFICES, GENERAL DESK AREA,
KITCHEN & REST ROOMS, STORAGE.
REFERENCES REQUIRED.  $2750/
MONTH PLUS DEPOSIT.
CALL 713-977-2555.

M A R K E TM A R K E T
P L A C EP L A C E

When you call these Advertisers, this
Newspaper receives a referral fee, whether you
purchase or not. You can help the Newspaper
by calling with an inquiry. THANK YOU.

POSITION
AVAILABLE

POSITION
AVAILABLE

18-4t

POSITION
AVAILABLE

CEMETERY PLOT CEMETERY PLOT

Cemetery space in The
Garden of Apostles at

Rosewood Humble, with 2nd
right of interment for

traditional burial & cremated
remains with double
interment marker...

$7,500.00. Call 713-569-5890
22-2T

CHILD CARE CHILD CARE CHILD CARE

21-4T

BABY SITTING - All Kinds -
Highlands Area

Baby sitting in my home, Day,
Night, Weekend

Meals Furnished - Good
References

FRANCES DANIEL
281-683-5215

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER
MARKETING/SALES

PERSON

Position available for AD SALES
representative. Experience helpful but
not necessary. Possible to work from
home. Suitable for Part Time, or Full
Time. Commission plus. Send letter of
interest to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com or
call 713-252-8000.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER MANAGING
EDITOR

Position available for journalist or
manager with local newspaper.
Experienced in writing, interviewing,
sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Salary
plus benefits. Send letter of interest
to grafikstar@aol.com or call 713-
252-8000.
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E N T E R T A I N M E N T

”Succession” (TV-
MA) — What better way to
end the killer lineup that
HBO’s Sunday night slot
has had for the past year
than with the finale of the
show “Succession”?

After four seasons fol-
lowing the dynamic Roy
siblings around their vul-
gar corporate wonderland,
the coveted position as
CEO of their father’s com-
pany, Waystar RoyCo, will
fall into just one person’s
hands. As longtime view-
ers of the show know, any-
thing is possible when it
comes to the Roys. The in-
credible leads — Jeremy
Strong, Sarah Snook and
Kieran Culkin — along
with the rest of the talent-
ed cast are sure to bring
the show to a bittersweet
close. The full 10-episode
final season is out now.
(HBO Max)

“Menendez + Menu-
do, Boys Betrayed” (NR)
— A new development in
the story of Lyle and Erik

Menendez, the brothers
who were sentenced to life
in prison for murdering
their parents, has come to
light and spawned a three-
part docuseries. During
their 1996 trial, the broth-
ers alleged that their fa-
ther, Jose, had sexually
abused them for years, but
these claims weren’t con-
sidered by the prosecution
to be their true motivation
for the murders. Now, Roy
Rosello, former member of
Puerto Rican pop group
Menudo (previous mem-
bers also include Ricky
Martin and Draco Rosa),
comes forward in this
docuseries about the sexu-
al abuse he also suffered
from Jose Menendez. For
those who don’t know the
Menendez story or the hor-
rific working conditions of
being in Menudo — as well
as other American boy-
bands who followed Menu-
do ’ s  l ead  — I  h igh ly
recommend this sobering
docuseries out now. (Pea-
cock)

Sarah Snook, Kieran Culkin and Jeremy Strong star
in “Succession.”

“Succession”
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