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wme | Crosby 200 scores a 10; Great Birthday

Thousands enjoy a Day of History, Friends, Memories, Music, Food, Fun
Sacred Heart

CZECHF EST By Gilber_t Hoffman
set for Oct. 1 Star-Courier Editor

Sacred Heart
Catholic Church will
hold its 82nd Annual
Czech Festival at the
Crosby Fairgrounds,
14920 FM2100,
Crosby TX on Sunday,
October 1.

The public is invited
for Games, Food, and

Auction items. There Major sponsors included

will also be, - Raffle Budweiser/Wismer, Harris
for cash prizes. Tickets County Pct. 3, Bob N

It was a great time last
Saturday, as thousands in
the community turned out
at the Fairgrounds to cele-
brate Crosby’s 200th Bir-
day. Centennial organizer
Donna Davenport thanked
all that participated, on
the committee, as vendors
and performers, and as vis-
itors to the event.

are $10 per ticket, Jeans, Crosby Fair & Ro- Crosby Volunteer Fire D_epartr_nent displayed the_: American Flag at the In the Photo Booth are representatives of the Bicentennial Celebration:
and First Prize is a deo ﬁill Materials. and Entrance, as well as their equipment. AISt_) on display, ESD5, Constable Crosby Fair & Rodeo Gene Hicks, CBC Chairwoman Donna Davenport, and
$2.900 Gift Card, JOSI”I & Kate Gilliar,n, as Pct. 3, and other law enforcement agencies. Crosby/Huffman Chamber of Commerce board member Velma Ellison.
with 9 other prize gift | el] as about 75 others.
cards, from $2,000to | There were also almost
$100. Winner need 100 vendor booths under
not be present. the Pavilian Roof.
It’s that time again! The Star-Courier pub-
Vitame Vas! That's lished a special 16 page
Czech for “We Bicentennial Souvenir edi-
Welcome Youl!” - tion, and sponsored actor
Crosby's Sacred Heart Don Jeans in their booth.
Catholic Church Jody Fuchs was the Pa-
continues its tradition rade Marshal, and also
of celebrating wrote a “Concise History of
Crosby’s Czech Crosby” that was pub-
heritage with the lished in the Souvenir edi-
82nd Annual Czech tion of the newspaper.
Festival to be held on | yoge icentennial Photos and Food was available at Vendor booths, such as this Chick-il-A station. Or Have some Bicentennial Birthday Cake, courtesy of the Crosby High
Sunday, October 1, Stories in next week's paper. you could buy a BBQ grill and cook you own later! School Culinary Arts Program. Cougars Bistro & Catering.

2023 at the Crosby
Fairgrounds. Come
thirsty and hungry.
Barbecue and
sausage dinners will
be sold and served
beginning at 11:00
a.m. Kolaches and
other homemade
pastries will be
available too.
Entertainment
includes live Czech
music and dance. A
giant auction — Music rang out during the day, with the 22s above, and later Bob Suttie
featuring handmade and then Cody Kouba. In the evening, Leroy Thomas and the Zydeco
quilts and much more The Kiddie Train entertained lots of children and adult parents, as well as other Carnival rides on the Fairgrounds.  Roadrunners played as the folks danced until 9pm.

— begins at 1:00 p.m,
ending the event with

i | Crosby Wildfire burns Highlands Rotarians

booths and games for

ne e | 79 Acres on Foley Road attend District meet

admission, free
parking at the
fairgrounds parking
lot on Church Street
and handicap parking
is also available. For
information please
call 281-328-4871 or
visit
www.shcrosby.org

In Highlands
and Crosby
Everyone
reads the Crosby Volunteer Fire Department
STAR- _repo'rtsdthatla ttotal ‘;(f,z"_lasf’_es wask_ Highlands Rotarians attended the 2023 District 5890
involved in last week’s wildfire; making ; : ; ;
COURIER. | iy e s vide o e o or orh i e soing, Wt e wes
YOUI' history. Crosby Volunteer Fire Belqi !
Department continues to check the fire elgum. . .
Hometown lines on the Foley Rd. Wildfire. All ABOVE: Vanhove, _\X/eston and De!ence Cotten, Patricia and
containment lines have held with Andy Scott, and Denise and Jerry Smith.

Newspaper. several hot spots continuing to burn in It was reported that they had lots of fun seeing old friends and
the “black” or the burned containment meeting new ones at Rotary. You are invited to join the Highlands
area. Multiple FD agencies aided. Rotary Club. Call 832-483-3505 for information.

RACHEL’S DINER AUTO & HOME INSURANCE WESTON G. COTTEN

i Attorney at Law

Southern Cooking Buffet -- NOW OPEN SraTe_ratn Jg‘:{g‘;gylz'_\;?;eﬂk;anqz 0. 281,421_4050

14280 FM 2100 (Across from Walmart) 440'S. Main Street, Highlandgs, TX 77562 11\?0‘;%' "‘/;’g.e“{llof{;“sd F.281/533-6032
INSURANCE 281-426-3512 . Watlisviilie Koa

281-462-7349 e P i . Highlonds, TX 77562 weston@westoncotten.com

STAR-COURIER PHONES: 713-266-3444 + E-MAIL: GRAFIKSTAR @ AOL.COM * FAX: 713-977-1188
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GOOSE CREEK CISD NEWS

Robert E. Lee High School Hosts Fine Arts Building Ribbon Cutting

Robert E. Lee High
School recently hosted the
ribbon cutting ceremony
for the Fine Arts Building
in front of the school next
to the new building. The
building, thanks to voter
approval of the 2019 bond,
houses the band, choir,
drill/dance teams and or-
chestra and replaces the
previous building, which
had outlasted its useful
life cycle.

Dr. Randal O’Brien,
GCCISD superintendent,
welcomed guests to the
ribbon cutting for the
long- awaited Fine Arts
BuildinG.

“Giving them a larger,
stand-alone building
where every student in-
terested in fine arts can
call

home was a dream
that, with the support of
the Board, Citizens Bond
Oversight Committee,

community, business
sponsors and Lee High
School alumni, we were
able to fulfill,” O’Brien
said.

LaDarius Ingram from
the Lee Orchestra gave
the invocation, while
Drew Collins and Wyhiem

Barnes from the Lee
Theatre led the pledges.
Ray LaVan, director of
fine arts for Goose Creek

CISD, recognized
guests, including Sarah
Graham, Baytown City
Council; Richard Clem
and Jim Campisi, GC-
CISD board members;
City of Baytown Partners-
Planning/Engineering;

More Than Just a

Citizens Bond Oversight
Committee; Lee High
School staff and Fine Arts
Department; Lee High
School alumni; GCCISD
Facilities Planning and
Construction Depart-
ment; L.A.N program
managers; Marshall Con-
struction Company;
Pfluger Architects and the
GCCISD Community En-
gagement Department.

Tiffany Guy, president
of the Goose Creek CISD
Board of Trustees, deliv-
ered remarks from the

board.

“The students and staff
associated with these fine
arts programs put long
hours into learning,

rehearsing and polish-
ing, often in inclement
weather,” Guy said. “They
are learning skills they

will use throughout
their lives, such as time
management and team-
work as they reap the

rewards of taking pride
in a job well done! On be-
half of the board of trust-
ees, I want to thank

the voters for approv-
ing the 2019 bond, which
made this beautiful build-
ing possible. Thank you,
students and staff, for
your dedication to fine
arts, and I hope you enjoy
your new building.”

Earnest Brooks, REL
principal and alumnus,
thanked the community
and Goose Creek CISD for
making the Fine Arts
Building possible.

Antony McLaughlin
from the Lee Theatre, An-

Dr. Randal O'Brien, Goose Creek CISD superintendent, and Tiffany Guy, president of the Goose Creek CISD board of trustees, surrounded by other
guests, cut the ribbon on the new Robert E. Lee High School Fine Arts Building (at left).

drea Barragan from the
Lee Band, Jon Villegas-

Ortiz from the Lee
Choir and Abigail Martin-
ez from the Lee Celebri-
ties each shared theiR
heartfelt feelings about
being among the first
group of students to have
the opportunity to

enjoy the Fine Arts
Building.

Following a photo of the
ribbon cutting, guests
took a tour of the building,
guided by the

students. The building
opened its doors to stu-
dents and staff at the be-
ginning of the school year
and will be a source of
pride for Robert E. Lee
High School fine arts stu-
dents for years to come.

“Partner In Education’

By: Susan Passmore

Susana Muinoz, global
management of change coor-
dinator at ExxonMobil Bay-
town Olefins Plant, is proud
that the ExxonMobil Bay-
town Technology and Engi-
neering Complex
(ExxonMobil BTEC) is in its
33" year of serving as a
Partner In Education (PIE)
through the Baytown Cham-
ber of Commerce for San Ja-
cinto Elementary School
(SJE). She is the liaison be-
tween the partners, and her
brother Luis Mufioz is the
principal at SJE, so they en-
joy working together to sup-
port students and staff on
the campus.

The bond between broth-
er and sister as PIE repre-
sentatives extends far
beyond the partnership or
just a brother-sister rela-
tionship. In 2006, shortly
before starting his career in
Goose Creek CISD and after
two years of dialysis, Luis
received the ultimate gift
from his sister — a healthy
kidney.

“She gave me my life
back,” Luis said. “I can work
now and have a career. She
gave me not only the gift of
life, but also the gift of hav-
ing a future to be able to do
what I want to do.”

Luis had noticed his feet
swelling after activities such
as playing soccer with his
friends when he was in high
school. The family had no
medical insurance, so he
never had it checked out. Af-
ter graduating from Ross S.
Sterling High School and at-
tending Lee College, he went
to the University of Texas at
Austin to major in econom-
ics and government. Since
he was having some health
problems in Austin, he went
to the clinic on campus.

“They told me my kidneys
were shutting down, and
they put me in the hospital
for dialysis. The next two
years were rough. I went to
school as much as I could,
but I had dialysis every
Monday, Wednesday and
Friday. I graduated from
UT, but I wasn’t on sched-
ule,” he said.

When Luis went on the

Ray LaVan, director of fine arts for Goose Creek CISD, signs a hard hat used during construction of the Fine Arts
Building at Robert E. Lee High School.

National History Day
Presentation

Luis Muioz (left), principal of San Jacinto Elementary School in Goose
Creek CISD, works with his sister Susana Murioz from ExxonMobil Baytown
Olefins Plant. Susana Munoz serves as the liaison between ExxonMobil
BTEC and SJE in the Partners In Education program through the Baytown
Chamber of Commerce. (Photos by Yulia Trujillo)

transplant waiting list in
2005, his mother and his sis-
ter tested to see if they were
a match. His sister was a
closer match, and she was
willing and able to donate a
kidney to her brother.

“T knew that it was the
right thing to do, and I want-
ed to do it,” she said. “It was
a little risky, but I knew in
my heart that God would
take care of me.”

The surgery in January
2006 was successful.

“T immediately felt life
and energy coming back into
my body,” he said.

While the recovery was a
little tougher on Susana, she
did bounce back. She has
been with ExxonMobil for 10
years now, returning to the
place she first worked as a
VOE student while in high
school at Sterling. She also
has had a son, now 12-years-
old, since the surgery.

A few months after his
kidney transplant, Luis be-
gan substitute teaching at
Crockett Elementary. He
taught eight years at Carv-
er Elementary and became
the family involvement coor-
dinator at Ashbel Smith El-
ementary for 1 + years,
moving into the assistant
principal’s role for the next
5 + years. After a year at
Horace Mann Junior School
as the seventh-grade assis-
tant principal, he returned
to SJE, where he once at-
tended school, but this time
as the principal. Luis opened
the new SJE campus in
2022-2023. He’s come full
circle from a bilingual stu-

dent to the leader of the
school with a little help from
his sister.

This school year, Luis and
Susana started their third
year of working together to
benefit the students and
staff in this state-of-the-art
school. Support from Exxon-
Mobil BTEC has included
providing Formative, an as-
sessment and data-tracking
program; volunteering dur-
ing STEM Day, bringing
breakfast for staff on the
first day back at school,
“adopting” SJE families ev-
ery year for Christmas and
funding the new Planting
Seeds to Grow Giants Gar-
den. Making a difference as
Partners In Education is im-
portant to the siblings, since
after the Mufioz family
moved to Baytown from
Mexico in 1990, all four chil-
dren attended SJE as bilin-
gual students, and
ExxonMobil BTEC “adopt-
ed” their family for Christ-
mas several years.

“Being able to work with
San Jacinto Elementary is
important for us because we
came to the school from Mex-
ico not even knowing En-
glish, and we had teachers
who helped us learn. I know
that many of the children
who attend the school are
like we were, and they don’t
always have opportunities
outside of school, so Exxon-
Mobil BTEC wants to give
them more opportunities to
learn and thrive,” Susana
said. “We can at least plant
a seed that might inspire the
students.”

Pictured are (from left) Dr. Randal O'Brien, Goose Creek CISD; Faith Longorio,
associate director for social studies and world languages; Koester; Jonathan
Lewis; Jessica Lewis and Tiffany Guy, board president. Jessica Lewis was part of
Koester's first classroom of NHD students, and Jonathan, her son, and his group,
which competed and placed sixth at NHD, received support this year from
Koester.

Steve Koester, director of educational technology, receives a plaque at the regular
meeting of the Goose Creek CISD board of trustees in honor of 30 years of working
with the National History Day (NHD) program.

Koester began his career teaching social studies but continued mentoring students,
judging at campus history fairs, helping with technology, and driving projects to Wash-
ington D.C. for students competing at National History Day as an assistant princi-
pal, principal and now director of educational technology.

Hispanic Heritage Month at
Ashbel Smith Elementary

Students at Ashbel Smith Elementary dress up for Hispanic Heritage Month. Pictured are (from left) Leo
Brown, Vania Solorio, Kamila Alvarez and Sarah Alvarez. (Photo by Carrie Pryor-Newman)
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ON THE
HILL

Eagle Pointe
Announces

Fun Fall
Programming

Tumbling with Stacey
Svegliato

Next session is Sept. 5th
- Nov. 30

Experience the magic of
gymnastics with the
expertise of local tumbling
expert, Stacey Svegliato,
who brings over 30 years
of coaching mastery to
Eagle Pointe. From
beginners taking their first
steps to elite students
aiming for the stars,
Stacey’s classes cater to a
wide range of skill levels.
Through her carefully
crafted programs, your
child will not only develop
agility, motor skills, and
flexibility but also discover
the joy of movement in a
supportive and
encouraging environment.
Join us for an unforgettable
summer of growth and
achievement!

Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.

Ages 3-6 years old

$85 per tumbler per
month

HABITAT
FOR
HUMANITY
--OPENING
DOORS 2023

OCTOBER 10 |
HILTON GARDEN INN

4910 E. CHASE
STREET, BAYTOWN TX
11521

Join us for an evening
that helps support Habitat
for Humanity Baytown.

8:30 - SILENT
AUCTION AND DINNER

6:00 - PROGRAM AND
AWARD

7:00 - LIVE AUCTION

GCM SHOW CHOIR
WILL BE ENTERTAINING
US THROUGHOUT THE
EVENING.

Tickets are $50 per
person/$90 per couple.

Please call the office
and purchase in advance.

281-427-0866

HABITAT FOR
HUMANITY

THERE’S STILL TIME!!
We still have tickets and
sponsorship space
availble for our event that
is only 1 MONTH AWAY!!!
Please consider buying
tickets, advertising or
sponsoring our event. All
proceeds are going
toward our next 2 builds.
You can call the office or
purhcase tickets/
sponsorships at the link
below.

https://

form.jotform.com/
232355873587065

THANK YOU and we
look forward to seeing
you October 10th!

Lee College President Selected as
Aspen Institute Presidents Fellow

BAYTOWN, TX,
Sept. 19, 2023 — The As-
pen Institute College
Excellence Program has
selected Lee College
President, Dr. Lynda
Villanueva, to join the
inaugural 2023-24 class
of its Aspen Presidents
Fellowship.

Chosen through a
competitive process, Vil-
lanueva is one of 25 com-
munity college leaders
from across the country
appointed to this presti-
gious program. The As-
pen Presidents
Fellowship focuses on
developing a sustain-
able and comprehensive
reform agenda that ad-
vances excellence and
equity in student out-

comes at scale.

“I was in the first
class of Aspen’s Rising
President Fellowship
designed for aspiring
presidents, and I at-
tribute much of my de-
velopment to their
program,” Villanueva
said. “As a fellow in this
new program, I will col-
laborate with leading
community college ex-
perts and senior staff
from the Aspen Insti-
tute on strategies to im-
prove our students’
graduation rates and
post-college success,
which will no doubt
have a positive impact
on Lee College.”

Over 12 months, Dr.
Villanueva and col-

Photo: Dr. Lynda Villanueva, Lee
College president

leagues will learn about
and compare their prac-
tices to those of field-
leading colleges,
analyze their students’

graduation and post-
graduation outcomes
and advance their prior-
ity reforms aimed at de-
livering excellent and
equitable student out-
comes.

“Scaled improve-
ments in student out-
comes at our nation’s
community colleges re-
quires excellent leader-
ship,” said Josh Wyner,
executive director of the
College Excellence Pro-
gram. “I am continually
inspired and motivated
by the dedication and
expertise that our fel-
lows bring to the work of
advancing excellence
and equity on their cam-
puses, and I look for-
ward to supporting

them as they improve
outcomes for their stu-
dents.”

The incoming class of
Presidents Fellows rep-
resents the diversity of
our nation’s community
colleges. They are 56%
women and 44% people
of color. They lead insti-
tutions across 14 states
that collectively educate
over 280,000 students in
incredibly varied set-
tings, from a rural col-
lege of 700 students to
an urban one with an
enrollment of over
24,000.

Learn more about The

Aspen Institute College

Excellence Program and
the new Aspen Institute’s

Presidents Fellows.

Girl Scout Troop 132051 Donates
Awareness Signs to MB City Park

If you notice some cool new
signs around City Park, you can
thank Girl Scout Troop 132051!

A big shoutout and heartfelt
thanks to our amazing local Girl
Scout Troop 132051 for their
thoughtful donation & installa-
tion of awareness signs at City

Park.

Yesterday, they installed
signs that educates us on what’s
best to feed our feathery friends,
promoting a healthier habitat for
The others
raise awareness about sharing
our waters with alligators and
snakes, ensuring everyone’s
safety while enjoying the park’s

our beloved ducks.

natural beauty.

“Ladies, your initiative and
dedication to enhancing our com-
munity’s knowledge and safety

is truly appreciated.

Keep shining bright, Girl

Scouts.”

Houston Methodist Hospital Baytown

The Importance of Cancer Clinical Trials

The term “clinical trial”
can bring to mind risky
treatments being tested on
seriously ill patients as a
last resort. However, that
image can’t be further from
the truth. Instead, a clini-
cal trial is a way for peo-
ple who are ill to access
potentially groundbreak-
ing approaches or thera-
pies currently being
developed.

WHAT IS A CANCER
CLINICAL TRIAL?

Cancer clinical trials
are voluntary research
studies where doctors find
new ways to understand
cancer and how to improve
treatments. The trials of-
ten test new kinds of sur-
gery or combinations of
chemotherapy, radiation
therapy and immunother-
apy. Clinical trials aren’t
just for late-stage cancers.
Houston Methodist Bay-
town offers clinical trials

for various stages of can-
cer that address the full
spectrum of cancer care
close to home.

WHY CONSIDER PAR-
TICIPATING IN A CLIN-
ICAL TRIAL?

“When participating in
a clinical trial, not only are
you taking an active role in
your treatment plan, but
you're also contributing to
furthering cancer re-
search,” said Dr. Nirav
Naik, hematologist-oncolo-
gist at Houston Methodist
Baytown, “ultimately help-
ing the future of others
who have been diagnosed
with the same illness.”

Some of the benefits of
participating in a clinical
trial include:

Access to the newest
treatments

Closer monitoring

Reduced cost of treat-
ment

Contribute to research

Dr. Nirav Naik

that will help future gen-
erations

The research staff
meets with you regularly
during a trial to monitor
your health and safety.
You will continue to work
with your primary care
provider or oncologist, who
will make sure any re-
search medication doesn’t
interfere with your other
medicines. You can stop
participating at any time.

DOES CLINICAL TRI-
AL PARTICIPATION

COME WITH RISKS?

Participating in clinical
trials does pose some risks,
and the treatment you re-
ceive doesn’t guarantee ef-
fectiveness. Government
regulations and review
processes are in place to
protect participants by
making sure risks are as
low as possible and are
worth potential benefits.

“Clinical trials are es-
sential to making progress
against cancer,” Naik said.
“However, there is a risk
that you could suffer side
effects or a bad reaction to
the treatment you are re-
ceiving.”

Talk at length with your
doctor to determine wheth-
er a trial is right for you.

Plan to ask your doctor:

What is the trial’s pur-
pose?

Why do doctors and re-
searchers believe experi-
mental treatment will be
effective?

How do the possible
benefits, risks and side ef-
fects compare with those of
my current medication?

How long is the trial?

Who pays for the treat-
ment, and will I be reim-
bursed for other expenses?

How will T know the
treatment is working and
will I receive the trial re-
sults?

The more you know, the
better prepared and more
at ease you’ll be about par-
ticipating in a clinical tri-
al.

Active trials at Houston
Methodist Baytown in-
clude seven lung cancer,
one melanoma, three pros-
tate, and 11 breast cancer
trials.

For more information
about active clinical trials
at Houston Methodist, vis-
it houstonmethodist.org/
cancer/clinical-trials or call
346.292.2073.
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How to send $1 Billion
to Texas State Parks

Now that summer’s worst heat is waning,
Texans’ thoughts turn to the outdoors — to
escaping the pressures of everyday life and
sharing an adventure together as a family. But
that can be expensive.

For a family of four, the cost of a vacation out of
state or far from home is often too high to justify.
As I was growing up in Houston, my family
couldn’t possibly afford plane tickets for all of us
to travel for leisure.

We were, however, able to load up our car and
drive the 300 miles to Garner State Park, near
my abuela’s hometown of Sabinal. There, my
abuela waded into the river, my uncles fished
until the sun went down, and we kids ran around
until the summer heat wore us out and we fell
asleep under the stars.

State Representative Armando Walle with his family enjoying an outing at
Garner State Park.

Now, I have a family of my own and am fortu-
nate enough to have the means to take my kids on
vacation about once a year.

But we still treasure the weekends where we
pack the car with sleeping bags and coolers and
head to Lake Livingston State Park or Stephen F.
Austin State Park — places where my family and
I can disconnect from the everyday and reconnect
to each other.

We aren’t the only ones. Between our state’s
booming population and the increasing use of
public parks in the last few years, Texans desper-
ately need more places to get outside.

During the 88th Legislative Session, I authored
bipartisan legislation with Sen. Tan Parker to
invest $1 billion in the newly created Centennial
Parks Conservation Fund, which would support
the expansion and development of state parks
across Texas. We worked hard to pass the bill
with a broad coalition of bipartisan support.

Now, the Legislature has earmarked the money
for it already. We just need Texans to give us the
final stamp of approval.

This November, during the Nov. 6 general
election, voters will make decisions on 14 pro-
posed amendments to the Texas Constitution.
Proposition 14, the last one on the ballot,
supports the creation of the Centennial
Parks Conservation Fund.

State parks aren’t only about recreation. The
89 sites in Texas’ state parks system have been
an economic boon for surrounding communities.
Recent studies estimate that for every $1 in
public money spent on parks, the state sees
between $4 and $12 in economic return. These
impacts are particularly felt in rural areas, where
counties with state parks see higher GDP and
population growth than those without.

With $1 billion, the possibilities for state parks
are nearly limitless. The fund grants the Parks
and Wildlife Department the ability to acquire
and preserve acres and acres of new land, but it is
also designed to reinvest interest earned on the
initial capital.

A transformational investment like this in our
parks system is a promise to preserve our state’s
natural heritage for generations to come. But it is
also a promise to all Texans that everyone — no
matter who they are or where they live — de-
serves a place to explore and to play.

Rep. Armando Walle is serving his eighth term
in the Texas House representing District 140,
which includes northern portions of the city of
Houston and unincorporated Harris County.
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WHY CANT
SUMMER LAST

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

By Gary Borders

Another Special Legislative
Session Slated for October

Gov. Greg Abbott has
called a third special session,
this time about school choice,
for next month. He is prom-
ising retribution for lawmak-
ers who oppose his move to
enact school vouchers in Tex-
as, the Texas Tribune report-
ed.

“There’s an easy way to
get it done, and there’s a
hard way,” Abbott said on a
tele-town hall about the is-
sue. “We will take it either
way — in a special session
or after an election.” Abbott
essentially threatened to
find primary opponents for
legislators who oppose his
initiative, which failed to
gain traction during the reg-
ular session as a coalition of
Democrats and Republicans
representing rural districts
opposed it.

His proposal would give
parents taxpayer dollars to
send their children to private
schools. Opponents say this
would harm public school
systems, particularly in ru-
ral areas where choices for
private schools are limited.

PAXTON HINTS AT RUN
AGAINST CORNYN IN 2026

Just days after being ac-
quitted on impeachment
charges by the Texas Senate,
reinstated Attorney General
Ken Paxton hit the airwaves
of several conservative me-
dia outlets and hinted of a
possible run against incum-
bent U.S. Sen. John Cornyn
in 2026.

The Houston Chronicle
reported on a Paxton inter-
view with Tucker Carlson on
X, formerly known as Twit-
ter. Paxton said that “some-
body needs to step up and
run against this guy that will
do the job.”

“To me, he’s been in
Washington too long. He’s
been there, what, for 14
years or so? And I can’t think
of a single thing he’s accom-
plished for our state or even
for the country,” Paxton said.

In a separate interview,
Paxton said he will be “on
the campaign trail” to back
GOP primary opponents of
three House members who
were key to his impeach-
ment: House Speaker Dade
Phelan and Reps. Andrew
Murr of Junction and Jeff

Leach of Plano.

“I'm highly motivated,”
the Austin American-States-
man quoted Paxton as say-
ing.

Paxton still faces state se-
curity fraud charges filed in
2015. He is due to go to trial
next March and is also un-
der federal investigation.

DEADLINE NEARS FOR
REGISTERING TO VOTE ON
NOV. 7

Texans will decide the
fate of 14 proposed constitu-
tional amendments on Nov.
7. The deadline to register to
vote in that election is Oct.
10 for those who are not al-
ready registered. The pro-
posed amendments include
measures to increase the
homestead exemption from
$40,000 to $100,000, with
homeowners 65 and older
getting an additional
$40,000 exemption. Other
proposals would cap in-
creased in appraised value
and expand exemptions for
small businesses from the
franchise tax.

Abbott and other backers
of the bills passed in a sum-
mer special session called
these measures the largest
property tax cut in Texas his-
tory.

Early voting begins on
Oct. 23 and ends Nov. 3, ac-
cording to the Texas Secre-
tary of State’s office.

TEXAS CALLED ‘HOTBED OF
HATE’ IN RECENT REPORT

A report issued last week
by the Anti-Defamation
League labels Texas a hot-
bed for extremism and anti-
semitism, with a heavy
presence of white suprema-
cist and anti-LGBTQ+
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groups, according to the Tex-
as Tribune. The report ex-
amines three years of
“alarming levels of extrem-
ist ideology and activity” in
the state. Antisemitic inci-
dents in the state rose by
89% and six “terrorist plots”
were discovered, along with
28 “extremist events” such
as training and rallies, ac-
cording to the report.

The ADL suggested some
nonpartisan policies to stem
growing extremism, such as
creating a commission to
study domestic violent ex-
tremism and providing clear
statistics on hate crimes.

“Elected officials in Tex-
as have an opportunity to
confront this issue to signif-
icantly curtail the negative
impact that extremism has
on the people they repre-
sent,” Oren Segal, vice pres-
ident of the ADL’s Center on
Extremism, said in a state-
ment.

FINANCIAL LOSSES FROM
OPIOID CRISIS ARE
STAGGERING

In a monthlong series of
stories about the fentanyl
crisis, The Dallas Morning
News determined through
an analysis by The Perry-
man Group that the econom-
ic toll of the opioid crisis in
Texas includes $50.1 billion
in economic output each year
and more than a half-million
jobs.

“As large as these num-
bers are, they likely under-
state the true impact,”
economist Ray Perryman
said. “It’s widely acknowl-
edged that drug addiction is
underreported.”

His group pulled data
from the National Institutes
of Health, the Centers for
Disease Control and preven-
tion and other health agen-
cies for its analysis.

A new law requires all
emergency medical respond-
ers to report drug overdoses
to health authorities in an ef-
fort to map overdoses and
hopefully identify overdose
hotspots. All Texas law en-
forcement officers are being
given NARCAN, which
quickly reverses opioid over-
doses, according to Abbott’s
office.

COWTOWN NAMED CITY
WITH THE WORST WEATHER

A newsroom meteorolo-
gist with the San Antonio
Express-News is not likely to
win the keys to the city of
Fort Worth after completing
a study to determine which
major city in Texas has the
worst weather. The “winner”
was Fort Worth, according to
Anthony Franze.

Franze looked at hail, tor-
nado, flash flood and wind
data since 2000 for the five
most populous counties.

“Based on all the different
categories we looked at, the
major city with the most con-
sistent destructive severe
weather is Fort Worth,”
Franze wrote. “Since 2000,
Tarrant County has had the
most hail reports and it’s in
an area most prone to de-
structive tornadoes. Tarrant
County has also had 121 de-
structive wind reports dur-
ing that time, the most of
any major Texas city.”

_'*—

THE

POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

Talking to
Strangers

I got anxious again today.

I think I am getting bet-
ter at leaving anxiety be-
hind, and then anxiety says,
“Not so fast! We have more
work to dO.”

Usually, this has to do
with my writing: “Is it good
enough? Does she hate it?”
But not always. Sometimes
I will post something on Fa-
cebook, and someone will
take offense. Since I make an
effort to never post anything
controversial or unkind, this
always shocks me and makes
me wonder if T have any idea
how I sound when I write.
Since writing is pretty much
all T do, this concern starts
to bang around in my brain
like a kitten knocking things
off the shelf.

“What was I thinking?” I
wonder. But I don’t actually
remember thinking any-
thing at all. I will make com-
ments I imagine are helpful
or clarifying, and end up of-
fending someone and won-
dering why I did not just
remain silenT.

The best thing to do at
this point is to take a walk.

On my walk, I usually en-
counter a few homeless peo-
ple. The Catholic Church
nearby feeds them and pro-
vides other services, so there
are usually a handful of
folks, who have some kind of
problem that I have never
had to deal with, waiting in
the summer heat or the win-
ter cold for the doors to open
so they can get the help they
need. I talk to these folks as
I walk by. Some of them ig-
nore me. Most of them smile
and return the greeting.

But occasionally, I meet
someone who just stares at
me, like, “What is her story?”

And the funny thing
about this is that they as-
sume I have one.

“It’s going to be cooler to-
morrow!” I announced yes-
terday to a gentleman sitting
on the steps. Only as I got
closer did I notice he had his
head under his T-shirt. He
pulled it out when he heard
me.

“It’s going to be really
cool,” I repeated to the con-
fused-looking fellow. “Much
cooler than normal!“

He stared at me as if I was
speaking in code. I could tell
that—whatever he thought
of me—he assumed I knew
what [ was talking about. He
thought I had it together. He
had no way of knowing how
many days I wondered if hid-
ing under my own T-shirt
might not be the best strate-
gy.
I realized by then that he
had some cognitive problem,
but I felt I needed to wrap
up the conversation any-
way—just for the sake of po-
liteness.

“So, you take care, OK?“

I waved and headed off,
realizing I had just embar-
rassed myself in front of a
man who was hiding under
his own T-shirt.

We are all making up sto-
ries for one another without
knowing what the real story
is.

The story I make up for
myself when I am anxious is
that I am failing—somehow,
somewhere—and no one has
told me how or why. But I
have no idea why that man
was hiding under his T-shirt,
and I'm betting his reasons
were a lot better than mine.

By now I know that my
anxiety is a mood, that it will
pass. As uncomfortable and
demanding as it is in the mo-
ment, it is almost impossible
to remember after the fact.
Walking helps. And talking
to people—even folks who
seem a little confused—helps
as well.

It is cooler today—just as
I promised the fellow on the
steps it would be. I am going
to put on my shoes right now
and talk to some strangers.

Till next time,

Carrie
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Water District
Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Rate

The Harris County Water Control and Improvement District No. 1 will hold a public
hearing on a proposed tax rate for the tax year 2023 on October 10, 2023 at 6:00 PM
at 1256 San Jacinto, Highlands, Texas 77562. Your individual taxes may increase at a
greater or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the tax rate that is adopted
and on the change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the change
in taxable value of all other property. The change in the taxable value of your
property in relation to the change in the taxable value of all other property
determines the distribution of the tax burden among all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on
which you can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including
information about proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity
that taxes your property.

John H. Wright III
Kenneth Boudreaux

Leon R. Mullins
Harvey Little

Michael A. Angelle Sr

For the proposal:

Against the proposal:

Present and not
voting:

Absent:

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing
unit last year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

This Year

$0.330000/$100

Proposed

Last Year
$0.366940/$100

Adopted

Total tax rate (per $100 of value)

Difference in rates per $100 of $-0. 036940
value
P t i i
ercentage increase/decrease in -10.07%
rates(+/-)
Average residence homestead $153.108 $160.375
appraised value
General homestead exemptions
available
(excluding 65 vears of age or older or $0 $0
disabled
person’s exemptions)
Average residence homestead taxable $153. 108 $169.375
value
Tax on average residence homestead  $561.81 $558.94
Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
proposed tax rate is
$-2.87
adopted(+/-)
and percentage of increase
s " -0.51%

(+/-)

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS® RIGHT TO ELECTION TO REDUCE TAX RATE

If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance, and
contract tax rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead
increasing by more than eight percent, the qualified voters of the district by
petition may require that an election be held to determine whether to reduce the
operation and maintenance tax rate to the voter-approval tax rate under Section
49.23603, Water Code.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate
is calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

If you have any questions concerning this notice, please contact the tax office at
281-426-8156.

Julio Cesar Palmaz,
Hispanic Heritage Month

Honoree

2nd. of a series...
By Allan Jamail

September 26, 2023 ~ it’s
not every day I can contrib-
ute an article to someone
who’s responsible for saving
millions of lives and has over
60 patients.

Born Julio Cesar Palmaz
December 13, 1945 in the His-
panic Country of La Plata,
Argentina, he became a doc-
tor at the National Universi-
ty of La Plata in Argentina,
earning his medical degree in
1971. He then practiced vas-
cular radiology at the San
Martin University. He joined
the University Of Texas
Health Sciences Department
Of Radiology in 1983 as chief
of angiography and special
procedures of vascular radiol-
ogy at University of Texas
Health Science Center at San
Antonio.

Palmaz invented the first
FDA-approved balloon-ex-
pandable vascular stent
(1990), at the University of
Texas Health Science Center
in San Antonio and scientific
advisor of Vactronix Scientif-
ic. The Palmaz stent is on dis-
play at the Smithsonian’s
National Museum of Ameri-
can History in Washington.
He has 60 patents

He succeeded in creating a
his first prototype model that
he was able to test in animals,
including pigs and rabbits,
with promising results; he
also began shopping the de-
vice around to medical com-
panies, but the response was
lukewarm.

In 1983, Dr. Stewart Reu-
ter, Chair of Radiology at
UTHSCSA and a mentor to
Palmaz, encouraged him to
accept a position at the cen-
ter. Palmaz did so, in part be-
cause there he would have
access to resources he need-
ed to further his stent devel-
opment. He eventually
succeeded in creating a sec-

Dr. Julio Cesar Palmaz
Stint Inventor

ond prototype of a stainless
steel, insertable mesh stent
that could be expanded once
inside the body to hold a blood
vessel or artery open and al-
low blood to flow more freely.

He also secured funding
from a somewhat unlikely
partner: Phil Romano, an en-
trepreneur who founded res-
taurant chains such

as Fuddruckers and The Mac-
aroni Grill, offered to put up
$250,000 in exchange for a
stake in the product, which
Palmaz began co-developing
with Dr. Richard Schatz, a
cardiologist at Brooke Army
Medical Center.

The trio, calling them-
selves the Expandable Graft
Partnership, patented the
stent technology in 1985 and
presented it to a variety of
large companies. Those firms
included Boston Scientific,
which passed on the technol-
ogy; and Johnson & Johnson,

which eventually licensed the
stent technology for some $10
million plus royalties. With
Johnson & Johnson behind it,
and with an additional $100
million invested in its devel-
opment, the Palmaz stent was
approved for use in peripher-
al arteries in 1991, followed
by approval for use in coro-
nary arteries in 1994;
Johnson & Johnson quickly
captured 90 percent of the
market for stents and bought
the patent outright from Pal-
maz, Schatz and Romano in
1998.

Within four years of its
FDA approval in 1990, the
balloon-expandable stent was
used in over 80% of percuta-
neous coronary interventions,
a virtually unparalleled suc-
cess. Currently approximate-
ly one million stents are
implanted annually world-

wide. The bal-
1 o o n
angioplasty
augmented
with the use of
the stent has
become the
preferred treat-
ment for ath-
erosclerosis.
Dr. Palmaz
was inducted
into the Na-
tional Inven-
tors Hall of
Fame (2006)
and National Academy of In-
ventors (2013) and selected
for the Gold medal (2007) of
the Society of Interventional
Radiology. He is a Distin-
guished Scientist and fellow
of the American Heart Asso-
ciation and fellow of the
American Institute of Medical
and Biological Engineering
and Society of Interventional
Radiology.

Palmaz is married to fel-
low Argentine Amalia Palmaz
and has two children, Floren-
cia and Christian. He lives in
San Antonio and Napa.

Water District
Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Rate

The Crosby Municipal Utility District will hold a public hearing on a proposed tax
rate for the tax year 2023 on October 17, 2023 at 4:00 PM at 103 West Wahl St,
Crosby Texas. Your individual taxes may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or
even decrease, depending on the tax rate that is adopted and on the change in the
taxable value of your property in relation to the change in taxable value of all
other property. The change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the
change in the taxable value of all other property determines the distribution of
the tax burden among all property owners

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on
which you can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including
information about proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity
that taxes your property.

Diane Feland
Eddie Foster

Steven Schreiber
Vesley Zarskey
Donna Davenport

For the proposal:

Against the proposal:

Present and not
voting:

Absent :

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing
unit last year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

This Year

$0.370000/$100

Proposed

Last Year
$0.422000/8100

Adopted

Total tax rate (per $100 of value)

Difference in rates per $100 of $-0. 052000
value
Percentage increase/decrease in -12. 3%
rates(+/-)
Average residence homestea
verage resid ¢ $181,107 $200, 622
appraised value
General homestead exemptions
available
(excluding 65 vears of age or older or 0 $0
disabled
person’s exemptions)
A idence h 1
verage residence homestead taxable $181.107 $200. 622
value
Tax on average residence homestead  $764.27 $742. 30
Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
oposed tax rate is

piiid *orate s §-21.97
adopted(+/-)

and percentage of increase 9874

(+/=)

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS® RIGHT TO ELECTION TO REDUCE TAX RATE

If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance, and
contract tax rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead
increasing by more than eight percent, the qualified voters of the district by
petition may require that an election be held to determine whether to reduce the
operation and maintenance tax rate to the voter-approval tax rate under Section
49.23603, Water Code.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate
is calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

If you have any questions concerning this notice, please contact the tax office at
281-426-8156.

that taxes your property.

For the proposal:

Against the proposal

Present and not
voting:

Absent:

Steven Schreiber
Wesley Zarskey
Donna Davenport

Water District

Diane Feland
Eddie Foster

Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Rate

The Crosby Municipal Utility District Defined Area 1 (DA1) will hold a public
hearing on a proposed tax rate for the tax year 2023 on October 17, 2023 at 4:00 PM
at 103 West Wahl St., Crosby Texas. Your individual taxes may increase at a greater
or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the tax rate that is adopted and on
the change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the change in
taxable value of all other property. The change in the taxable value of your
property in relation to the change in the taxable value of all other property
determines the distribution of the tax burden among all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on
which you can easily access information regarding your property taxes,
information about proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity

including

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing
unit last year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

This Year
$0.860000/8100

Proposed

Last Year
$0.860000/5100

Adopted

Total tax rate (per $100 of value)

Difference in rates per $100 of value $0.00000

Percentage increase/decrease in
rates(+/-)
Average residence homestead appraised
value
General homestead exemptions
available

(excluding 65 vears of age or older or 50 $0
disabled

person’s exemptions)

0.00%

$285, 448 $303,006

Average residence homestead taxable

$285,448
value

$303,006

Tax on average residence homestead $2,454.85 $2,605.8b
Annual increase/decrease in taxes if

proposed tax rate is
adopted(+/-)

and percentage of increase (+/-

$151.00

6.15%

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS® RIGHT TO ELECTION TO REDUCE TAX RATE

If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance, and
contract tax rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead
increasing by more than eight percent, the qualified voters of the district by
petition may require that an election be held to determine whether to reduce the
operation and maintenance tax rate to the voter-approval tax rate under Section
49.23603, Water Code.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate
is calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

If you have any questions concerning this notice, please contact the tax office at
281-426-8156.
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SEASON FOOTBALL WEEK 5

Aggies, Razorbacks meet in SEC tilt at Jerry World:
Steelers come calling against Texans at NRG Stadium

The preliminaries are over for
college football teams across the
country as the major conferences
enter league play as they begin
playing games that really matter.

Texas A&M and Arkansas meet
in a key SEC contest at AT&T
Stadium in Arlington on Saturday
with Jimbo Fisher’s team hoping to
geton arollin league play. The
Aggies finished 2-1 in non-
conference play and appear to have
found a big-play quarterback in
sophomore Conner Weigman. In his
first three games of the season,
Weigman has passed for 909 yards
and eight touchdowns. Weigman
should have another good day
against a suspect Razorback
defense, but it’s the A&M defense
that will get tested against an
Arkansas offense that can throw it
and run it very well.

While the Aggies and Razor-
backs go at it in Jerry World, No. 9-
ranked Notre Dame hits the road to
take on No. 19-ranked Duke in what
should be an entertaining game. This
game will feature two solid QBs in
ND’s Sam Hartman and Duke’s dual
threat QB Riley Leonard.

No. 3-ranked Texas hosts the
offensive-minded Kansas Jayhawks
and you had better believe that head
coach Steve Sarkisian will not take
the Jayhawks lightly. Two years ago,
KU won in Austin, 57-56. The
Longhorns know they cannot afford a
slip up if they hope to get into the
College Football Playoff picture.

The Colorado Buffalos and head
coach Deion Sanders have been the
surprise team of college football this
year. After winning just one game in
2022, Coach Prime Time has led the
Buffs to three straight wins to start
the season, but things get decidedly
more difficult from here on out. Last
week CU played at No. 10-ranked
Oregon and this Saturday they host
No. 5-ranked USC and the reigning
Heisman Trophy winner, Caleb
Williams. Coach Prime’s team still
has to face ranked teams in Oregon
State, Washington State and Utah.
Let’s see how things go for him and
his high-scoring Buffs from here on
out. No matter what happens down
the road, Colorado has been one of
the best stories in college football
this year. The Buffs may stumble

wO

S
)33

By

MIKE KEENEY

here and there, but they've got
enough firepower on offense to
make things interesting for the

remainder of the season.

In the NFL, the Texans host
Pittsburgh on Sunday at noon at
NRG Stadium. The last time these
two teams met on Christmas Day in
2017, Steeler fans flooded NRG. |
know, because | was there. It had to
be 70 percent Pittsburgh fans, but
then again, the Texans finished 4-12
that season and lost rookie QB
Deshaun Watson to a knee injury in
November. Let's hope there’s better
representation from the local fans
come Sunday.

It could be another long day for
the Texans if they don’t shore up the
offensive line. Injuries have
decimated the line and the Steelers
pass rush should be licking its chops
heading into this one.

In other interesting games in
Week 4, Detroit visits Green Bay on
Thursday Night Football in a key
NFC North contest, while the
Cowboys host a struggling New
England team (Bill Belichick’s team
lost its first two games), Kansas City
visits the Jets on Sunday Night
Football and Seattle visits the Giants
on Monday Night Football.

Before we take a look at this
weekend’s games, let’s review last
week's record. A 7-5 week brought
the season record to 14-12 (54%).

Now, onto this weekend’s
games.

NCAA

Notre Dame at Duke: Notre
Dame travels to Durham, N.C. to
take on a feisty Duke team that
already owns an upset win over
Clemson. The Blue Devils are going
hunting for another big win when

they take on the No. 9-ranked
Fighting Irish on Saturday. The Duke
defense will get a real test against an
explosive ND offense, led by
quarterback Sam Hartman (1,061
yards, 13 TDS/0 interceptions),
running back Audric Estime (521
yards, 5 TDs) and wide receivers
Chris Tyree (8 receptions, 216 yards,
5 TDs) and Jayden Thomas (12
receptions, 188 yards, 1 TD). Duke
has one of the better dual threat QBs
in the country in Riley Leonard (530
passing yards, 1 TD/208 rushing
yards, 3 TDs). Riley has some
weapons of his own in running back
Jordan Waters (240 yards, 5 TDs)
and wide receiver Jalon Calhoun (14
receptions, 142 yards, 1 TD). This
should be a fun game to watch, but
look for ND’s overall speed on both
sides of the ball to wear down Duke
as ND pulls it out late. My pick, Notre
Dame 38, Duke 24

Kansas at Texas: No. 3-ranked
Texas hosts the explosive Kansas
Jayhawks in a key Big 12 game for
both teams. Two years ago, Kansas
shocked the Longhorns and first-
year head coach Steve Sarkisian,
57-56 in Austin. Two years later,
Sark has built a CFP contender and
he knows his Longhorns cannot
afford to look past any team from
here on out. Two weeks ago, UT
scored 21 fourth-quarter points to
pull away from a game Wyoming
team on the way to a 31-10 win in
Austin. UT has gotten solid play out
of QB Quinn Ewers (740 yards, 8
TDs) and running back Jonathon
Banks (273 yards, 1 TD). But it's the
receiving corps that has made the
Texas offense a beast, led by wide
receivers Xavier Worthy (16
receptions, 221 yards, 2 TDs) and
Adonai Mitchell (9 receptions, 134
yards, 3 TDs) and tight end

Ja'Tavion Sanders (7 receptions,
158 yards, 1 TD). Kansas has some
weapons of its own in veteran QB
Jalon Daniels (575 yards, 2 TDs),
running back Devin Neal (303 yards,
5 TDs) and wide receiver Lawrence
Arnold (14 receptions, 212 yards).
Look for the Jayhawks to give Texas
a game, but the UT defense will be
the difference maker in this one as
Texas continues to roll. My pick,
Texas 36, Kansas 23

Texas A&M vs. Arkansas: The
Aggies and Razorbacks meeting at
AT&T Stadium in Arlington in a key
SEC West game for both teams. Two
weeks ago, the Aggies took care of
business at Kyle Field with a 44-3
thumping of Louisiana-Monroe, while
the Hogs lost at home to BYU. A&M
has a strong passing game led by
QB Conner Weigman (909 yards, 8
TDS) and big-play wide receivers
Evan Stewart (19 receptions, 257
yards, 2 TDs) and Anias Smith (13
receptions, 194 yards). Arkansas is
led by QB KJ Jefferson (629 yards, 6
TDs), running back AJ Green (190
yards, 2 TDs) and wide receiver
Andrew Armstrong (18 receptions,
197 yards, 3 TDs). A&M head coach
Jimbo Fisher knows he needs to be
competitive in the SEC West this
year or his seat could get warm.
Look for the Aggies to pull this one
out as they pick up a big league win.
My pick, Texas A&M 33, Arkansas
20

USC at Colorado: No. 5-ranked
USC travels to Boulder to take on
No. 19-ranked Colorado in a key Pac
12 contest for both teams. The Buffs
have been the darlings of college
football this year led by first-year
head coach Deion Sanders. Two
weeks ago, Colorado pulled out a
43-35 double overtime win over state
rival Colorado State, while USC
breezed to their third straight blowout
win with a 56-10 thrashing of
Stanford. The Trojans are led by
2022 Heisman Trophy winner Caleb
Williams (878 passing yards, 12
TDs), running back Marshawn Lloyd
(195 yards, 2 TDs) and wide receiver
Tahj Washington (9 receptions, 233
yards, 3 TDs). USC is averaging an
eye-popping 59 points per game,
which means the CU defense will
have its hands full come Saturday.
The Buffs have a powerful offense
led by Deion’s son, Shedeur
Sanders (1,251 passing yards, 10
TDs), running back Dylan Edwards
(136 rushing yards, 1 TD/14
receptions, 160 yards, 3 TDs) and
wide receiver Xavier Weaver (25
receptions, 386 yards, 2 TDs). This

will be USC's first real test and | think
CU hangs with them for a while, but
look for Williams to be the difference
maker in this one as the Trojans pick
up a big road win. My pick, USC 42,
Colorado 31

NFL

Detroit at Green Bay: Week 4
kicks off on Thursday Night Football
with a key NFC North contest pitting
the Lions against the Packers at
Lambeau Field in Green Bay. Two
weeks ago, both teams lost their first
games of the year as the Lions fell at
home in overtime to Seattle, 37-31,
while the Packers fell at Atlanta, 25-
24. Packer fans were wondering how
Jordan Love would handle stepping
into for Packer QB great Aaron
Rodgers’ shoes and taking over at
QB. So far, so good. In his first two
games, Love has passed for 394
yards and six TDs. The Lions
opened the season by upsetting the
Chiefs in KC, but then had their
home opener spoiled by the
Seahawks. Detroit has a potent
offense led by QB Jared Goff (576
yards, 4 TDs) and wide receiver
Amon-Ra St. Brown (13 receptions,
173 yards, 1 TD). Detroit eliminated
the Packers from the playoffs by
winning at Lambeau in the final
game of the season and Rodgers’
final game as a Packer. Green Bay
will get pay back come Thursday
night. My pick, Green Bay 31, Detroit
24

Pittsburgh at Houston: The
Steelers and their loyal fans come
calling at NRG Stadium on Sunday
and the Texans had better hope their
offensive line plays better or it could
be a long day for rookie QB C.J.
Stroud. In their first two games, the
Steeler defense has nine sacks, with
six coming in their 26-22 win over
Cleveland two weeks ago. The
Steeler “D” also forced four turnovers
in the win over the Browns. Their
offense is so-so, led by second-year
QB Kenny Pickett (454 yards, 2 TDs)
and wide receiver George Pickens (9
receptions, 163 yards, 1 TD). Stroud
(626 yards, 2 TDs) did pass for 384
yards and two TDs in the 31-20 loss
at home against the Colts, and while
the passing game did well, the
running game was once again
stymied. Houston must get running
back Dameon Pierce untracked to
take pressure off of Stroud. It could
be another long day for the young
QB on Sunday. My pick, Pittsburgh
26, Houston 17

New England at Dallas: Bill

Belichick’s Patriots visit AT&T
Stadium on Sunday to take on a
Dallas defense that has gotten off to
an amazing start. In their first two
games, the Cowboys defense has
allowed just 10 points, recorded 10
sacks and has forced nine turnovers.
The Patriots dropped their first two
games, but QB Mac Jones (547
yards, 4 TDs) appears to be playing
better after a sophomore slump. The
Dallas offense is led by QB Dak
Prescott (398 yards, 2 TDs), running
back Tony Pollard (142 yards, 1 TD)
and wide receiver CeeDee Lamb (15
receptions, 220 yards). Look for the
Dallas defense to have another big
day as the Patriots suffer another
early-season loss. My pick, Dallas
33, New England 13

Kansas City at New York Jets:
The Chiefs take on the Jets on
Sunday Night Football in what many
had hoped would be a meeting
between two of the best QBs in the
league in Patrick Mahomes (531
yards, 4 Yds) and Aaron Rodgers.
But Rodgers suffered a season-
ending Achilles injury on the fourth
play as a Jet in Week 1, to spoil what
could have been a very special night.
Instead, Mahomes and the Chiefs
will now face Zac Wilson, who threw
three interceptions two weeks ago in
a 30-10 loss at Dallas. While the Jets
were losing, the Chiefs picked up
their first win with a hard-fought 17-9
win over Jacksonville. Look for
Mahomes to roll on national TV as
the Chiefs make it a long night for
Wilson and the Jets. My pick,
Kansas City 34, New York Jets 16

Seattle at New York Giants:
Week 4 concludes on Monday Night
Football with the Seahawks making
the cross country trip to New Jersey
to face a Giants team that might
have saved its season in Week 2 by
overcoming a 21-point deficit at
Arizona to win 31-28. That victory
was a costly one as star running
back Saquon Barkley (114 yards, 1
TD) sustained a sprained ankle and
will be out at least three weeks. That
means QB Daniel Jones (321 yards,
2 TDs) will need to step up and take
over the offense. Seattle put up 37
points at Detroit behind QB Geno
Smith (440 yards, 3 TDs), running
back Kenneth Walker 11l (107 yards,
2 TDs) and wide receivers D.K.
Metcalf (9 receptions, 92 yards) and
Tyler Lockett (10 receptions, 69
yards, 2 TDs). Look for the Seattle
offense to be too much for a porous
New York defense as the ‘Hawks
pick up a big road win. My pick,
Seattle 31, New York Jets 24
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Call 713-266-3444

Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get AGTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

HOUSE CLEANING HOUSE CLEANING

LEGAL
NOTICE

LEGAL
NOTICE

LEGAL
NOTICE

LEGAL
NOTICE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that Original Letters
Testamentary for Docket No. 518248;
Estate of ROBERT L. (LEE)
DEVALCOURT, JR. Deceased:; In Probate
Court No. 2 of Harris County, Texas, were
issued on SEPTEMBER 13, 2023.

MELISSA (DEVALCOURT) FAGNANA

The residence address of the
administrator is in Harris County, Texas.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that Original Letters
Testamentary for Docket No. 518536;
Estate of JIMMIE DEE SLOVACEK
Deceased:; In Probate Court No. 1 of Harris
County, Texas, were issued on
SEPTEMBER 20, 2023.

JIMMY CALVIN SLOVACEK

The residence address of the
administrator is in Harris County, Texas.

HOUSE CLEANING
DUCKS IN A ROW.
| clean and organize
Homes and Garages. |
also Pack and Unpack
for a Move.
832-391-1643

Notiee of Public Sle oursuant o Crapter 59 Texas proper code o
safsy alancor'sfen. Sle {0 be hek o Foley Roat Boat Camper & Mini-Storage at 1432
Foley R, Crosky, TX T7532on storagetreasures.com sartng, 092112023 at % 00am CST
and ending on, 1010812023 at 5:00pm CST. Cleanup depost s equied. The Seler reseries
the gt to e te properyatan ime before the sl Popery inchdes he contets
spaces o te folowing fenant 2nd i rimrly householdfems and fumur

The mailing address is: The mailing address is: 85-2t
c/o Weston Cotten clo Weston Cotten L | CRISTITAYLOR
1500 E. Wallisville Road 1500 E. Wallisville Road FOR RENT FOR RENT 36-2T
Highlands, TX 77562 Highlands, TX 77562
I NN
All persons having claims against this All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being Estate which is currently being 2 BR GARAGE FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE
administered are required to present them administered are required to present them
within the time and in the manner within the time and in the manner APARTMENT FOR
prescribed by law. prescribed by law. RENT
Dated this SEPTEMBER 20, 2023 Dated this SEPTEMBER 25, 2023 525 Church Street in Reduced by $25,000 1.6 Acres
e, i ] Crosb cleared Mobile or Home pad, 3 car
D& il D iy 13 ;%Z )1/.673 garage, partially fenced, electric pole,
by WESTON COTTEN by WESTON COTTEN e driveway $250,000. Crosby Tx.
Attorney for the Estate Attorney for the Estate Call 281-455-7759
35-2t 37-2t

*

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money B " s i n e s s D i rec t o ry SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

CENTRAL AUTO

£ 4
allla

HLOLY (i aS00CA0
HENDERSON
: DOV

281-428-1187
1-800-345-8471

Sales & Repair Service
Baytown, Texas
John Henderson

628 Cedar Bayou Rd.

2 INSPECTION.

FULL SERVICE VEHICLE INSPECTIONS

713-702-3200

JONNNY GAERE
OWNERINSPECTOR

118 AN
HCHLANDS TX. 7752

Graphics Unlimited, Inc.

CORPORATE GRAPHICS AT ITS BEST

Signs & Banners
281-462-1200

www.graphicsunlimitedinc.net
213 Kernohan - Croshy, TX 77532

WESTON COTIEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS
281-421-4050 1500 E. Wallisville Rd.

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL
SPECIALIZATION

FILL DIRT
/A\ BANK SAND
HILL ROADBASE
MATE RIALS BRI

119 Listi Ln, Highlands

WE DELIVER TO YOU

(281)843-5000

residential - commercial - industrial

hillmaterials.com

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package
13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package
Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

Star % Courier

Your Hometown Newspaper
News tips and Ad Inquiries:
713-266-3444

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details
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IN THE

STARS

MILESTONES

BIRTHDAYS

Sep 27-Julia Becker
Lee Filer

Sep 29-Monica Barnett
Elizabeth Epperson
Sammy Yarbrough

Sep 30-Tammy Veach

Oct 1-Krista Essen
Brian Fikes
Lauren Slovak
Venita Smith

Oct 2-Reecie Bobalik
Jana Creel
Debbie Zadrapa-King
Taylin Woodall

Oct 3-Besta Boullion
Mellisa Owens

Oct 4-Missy Kwapick
Shelia Townsend

Oct 5-Willie Drew

Oct 6-Ann Dunks
Marie Estrada
Kristina Curtis
Marley McKethan

Oct 7-Alicia Engle
Anna Lois Mattingly

Oct 8-Benjamin Abbott
Patricia Meiss
Jim Van Schuyver
Thomas R. Stanley

Oct 9-Terrie Bauer
Ashley Clamon

Oct 10-Stachia Thurmond

ANNIVERSARIES

Sep 27-Rev. Sam & Jewell
Purkhiser

Sep 28-Deacon & Sarah
Tittel
Mr. & Mrs. G.C.
Slaughter
Leon & Barbara
Bowen

Oct 4-Wilky & Ann Carlisle

Oct 5-J.C. & Olga Aylor

Oct 6-Fred & Helen
Dunks
Randy & Tammy
Veach

Oct 8-Robert H. & Patricia
E. Sparks

Oct 16-Edgar & Evelyn
Wotipka

Oct 18-Karen & Derek
Elkins

Oct 19-Alton Bubba &
Sandra Williams

Oct 20-Vernon & Lois
Searcy

Oct 20—David and Leon
Lee

Oct 23-Johnnie & Melissa
Miley

WIN
FREE TICKETS to

Send us a Photo of You, reading the
STAR-COURIER
(Be sure the front page shows.)
We are holding a drawing for 4 FREE TICKETS
to the TEXAS RENAISSANCE FESTIVAL

TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE FOR OPENING
WEEKEND OCTOBER 7,8

Submit this information to enter the drawing:
Name
Address
City Zip
Home Phone
Cell Phone
Submit by email with photo to grafikstar@aol.com

SUBMITTED PHOTOS MAY BE PUBLISHED. ONE ENTRY PER HOUSEHOLD.
MULTIPLE ENTRIES WILL DISQUALIFY ALL OF THEM.

ENTERTAINMENT
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