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Now in our New Offices
1500 E. Wallisville Road
Highlands, TX 77562

WESTON G. COTTEN
Attorney at Law
O. 281/421-4050
F. 281/533-6032

weston@westoncotten.com

AUTO & HOME INSURANCE
Jeremy Rosenkranz
State Farm Agent

440 S. Main Street, Highlands, TX 77562
281-426-3512

jtr@jeremyrosenkranz.com

RACHEL’S DINER
Southern Cooking Buffet -- NOW OPEN

14280 FM 2100 (Across from Walmart)
281-462-7349

BEST IN
SHOW
Winners at
the Crosby
Bicentennial
Car Show on
Sept. 23
were Dan
and Jennifer
Meaux in
their 1968
Ford Shelby
Mustang.
See MORE
Below

United Way Days of Caring,
Page 3

School Vouchers,
Page 4

✯
IN THE
STARS

EVENTS
Crosby/Huffman
Chamber Luncheon
& Board Election
Thursday October 19

Monthly Luncheon
and Yearly Board
Election, Thursday Oct.
19 starting at 11:30am.
Crosby Church, 5725
Highway 90, Crosby.

Lunch catered by
Teapot Depot, $20 per
member. RSVP to 281-
328-6984 or email
chamber@
crosbyhuffmancc.org.

Annual Fish Fry at
Highlands
Methodist
Saturday Oct. 21

You’re invited to the
Highlands Methodist
Church 31st Annual Fish
Fry, Saturday Oct. 21
from 11am to 2pm at
the church, 107 W.
Houston Street,
Highlands.

Catfish Dinners, Silent
Auction, and Bake Sale.

Crosby’s Bond Election; FAFSA; CEF Donation; Health Museum
Hello East Harris Coun-

ty and Crosby ISD fami-
lies,

It’s finally starting to
feel like Fall! The arrival
of the cooler temperatures
makes many of us look for-
ward to wearing jackets
and light sweaters, sipping
cocoa, and savoring the
changing of the seasons.

Autumn also means
election season. Election
Day is approaching on No-
vember 7, 2023. Early vot-
ing begins October 23 and
runs through November 3.
Crosby ISD will have one
proposition on the ballot.
“Proposition A” will allow
Crosby ISD to build Phase
1 of Middle School #2,
build a new elementary
school #6, and perform dis-

trict-wide repairs and ren-
ovations. We have held a
series of town hall infor-
mational meetings since
September, allowing vot-
ers and taxpayers to ask
questions. Our next town
hall will be:

Thursday, October 19
Community Town Hall
(Barrett Station) 6pm
Riley Chambers Community Center
808  Magnolia Ave, Crosby, TX,
77532

We have made our pre-
sentations available for re-
v i ew  a t  our  webs i t e :
w w w . c r o s b y i s d . o r g /
BOND2023. We also have
a sample ballot, polling lo-
cations, voting times, and
frequently asked questions
posted there.

October is Fentanyl Poi-
soning Awareness Month,
and we wanted to bring
your attention to a new ex-
hibit  at  The Houston
Health Museum. I’m proud
to serve on the Steering
Committee for the “Drugs:

Paula Patterson
Crosby Superintendent

Crosby Education Foundation awards Crosby High School a check for more than $24,000 to fund
innovative teaching grants. In all, CEF donors sponsored more than $75,000 in grants.

Costs and Consequences”
exhibition here through
June 2024. Through inter-
active displays and videos,

you can see the story of il-
legal drugs, view actual
wreckage from a drug-re-
lated car accident, and see

the bedroom of a young
teen who bought illegal
Continued. See CROSBY
SUPERINTENDENT, Page 5

Leadership Change at Crosby EMS
Christy Graves Retires; Gonzalez appointed new EMS Chief

C R O S B Y  –  H a r r i s
County ESD 5 would like
to introduce the new Chief
of EMS, Gerardo Gonzalez.
Gerardo started with ESD
5 in 2013 and has held
multiple positions within
the agency including Field
Paramedic, Captain, Clin-
ical Director, and Deputy
Chief. Gerardo has shown
commitment, dedication,
and the leadership skills
necessary to serve as the
leader of our organization.
Congratulations to Gerar-
do Gonzalez on his well-de-
served promotion!

GERARDO GONZALEZ
New EMS#% Chief

CHRISTY GRAVES

 Graves steps down
from EMS post after 27
years of service

 By David Taylor

 CROSBY – After near-
ly three decades of service
to the community, a Cros-
by icon has taken retire-
ment citing exhaustion
and a need for change.

C r o s b y  E M S  C h i e f
Christy Graves announced
her retirement on Thurs-
day, September 21 after an
extended vacation that
provided some much-need-
ed clarity for one of the
most recognized paramed-
ics in east Harris County.

“For many years I have
dedicated my life to every
soul in Crosby and Barrett
Station,” Graves said in a
Facebook post. “I never
once said no or even regret-
ted the countless hours.”

It was during her vaca-
tion at the end of August
and early September, that
Graves spent time with

her children and recognized the hectic
pace and stress of her job.

“I began to realize that I wasn’t getting
any younger, and that I should take some
time to enjoy my family life,” she said in
an interview on Sunday.

When Graves first became chief in
2004, the patient load for the EMS ser-
vice was near 100 patients per month.
Since then, it has tripled and instead of

one ambulance, they now staff seven.
“I have a daughter that’s a senior grad-

uating college this year and I came back
with a clear mind and decided this was
best for me. I found a great deal of peace
on our vacation,” she said.

In her years at the helm, Graves and
her team accumulated numerous awards
and accolades, but first as chief, she had
to lead a successful campaign to keep the
doors open with an initiative that guar-
anteed financial support.

She led an effort with then commission-
ers for a sales tax collection of one cent,
which had failed two times prior, conduct-
ing townhall meetings giving a compre-
hensive plan of action alongside.

“We’ve been able to keep the tax rate
under a penny as promised by continuing
to shop local with small business within
the district,” she said.

The one-cent sales tax has supported
the Emergency Services District all those
years since.

“As Crosby and the surrounding area
grows, so does demand for quality ambu-
lance service,” Graves said in a Septem-
ber 15, 2005, interview following the
passage of the measure.

Even now, Graves has guided the EMS
through growth that includes the con-

Continued. See CHRISTY GRAVES RETIREMENT, Page 5

Rotarians enjoy Halloween

HIGHLANDS ROTARIANS participated in the Senior Citizens Halloween lunch last week at the Highlands Community
Center. Rotarians provided and served lunch, then played a friendly game of bean bag baseball with the seniors. A
good time for all. Rotarians included Ricky Garcia, Connie Russell, Patricia Scott, Jennifer King, Martha Sutton-Lee,
Cora-Lynn Miller, Mary Nelson, Charley Shiflet, and Denise Smith.

Bicentennial Car Show Winners
Car Show was held at the American Legion Hall during the
Crosby BiCentennial Event on September 23rd

Car Show Winner

Best Paint winner was
Danny Oliver for his
1932 Ford at the Crosby
Bicentennial Car Show
on Sept. 23.

Wayne Bragg won Best
Interior at the Crosby
Bicentennial Car Show
for his 1967 Chevrolet
Chevelle on Sept. 23.

Oldest Vehicle winner
was awarded to Kerry
Olderkamp for his 1923
Ford T-Bucket at the
Crosby Bicentennial Car
Show on Sept. 23.

Judges Choice was
awarded to Dennis Malek
for his 1969 Chevy
Camaro at the Crosby
Bicentennial Car Show
on Sept. 23.
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GOOSE CREEK CISD NEWS

By: Susan Passmore

Following an uplifting
version of “The Farmer
Plants the Seeds” by the
second-grade music stu-
dents, directed by music
teacher J. Danny Mejia,
Luis Muñoz, principal of
San Jacinto Elementary,
welcomed those in atten-
dance to the Planting Seeds
to Grow Giants Garden
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony.

Ni candro  Argue l l o ,
youth pastor of the Life
Church, gave the invoca-
tion, and Julian Gerst and
Mia Garcia led the pledges
to the American and Texas
flags. Muñoz introduced
special guests, including
ExxonMobil Baytown Tech-
nology and Engineering
Complex (BTEC) represen-
tatives Aaron Stryk, Con-
nie Tilton and Susana
Muñoz, SJE’s Partner-In-
Education through the
Baytown Chamber of Com-
merce and sponsor of the
garden. Also in attendance
were Clifford Hatch, direc-
tor of parks and recreation
for the City of Baytown; Ri-
chard Clem and Jim Camp-
isi, members of the Goose
Creek CISD board of trust-
ees; Dr. Randal O’Brien,
Goose Creek CISD superin-
tendent; Susan Jackson,
deputy superintendent of
curriculum and instruc-
tion; Dr. Anthony Price, as-
sistant superintendent of
operations officer; Karen
Thomas, area executive di-
rector and other district
administrators.

Also present were Goose
Creek CISD Facil it ies
Planning and Construction
Department’s Brenda Gar-
cia, Ed Martir and Bruce
Riggs, who designed the
plans for the garden; Clem
Medina from L.A.N; Kami
Johnston, agriculture and
natural resources coordina-
tor for the Early Learning
Academies; SJE staff mem-
bers and Lalynda Clem-
ents, assistant principal;

San Jacinto Elementary Hosts Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for Garden

San Jacinto Elementary principal Luis Muñoz (middle, with scissors) prepares to cut the ribbon on the Planting Seeds to Grow Giants
Garden, sponsored by ExxonMobil BTEC.

Music students Nicholas De La Cruz-Guerrero, Madelain Garcia, Mia Garcia,
Julian Gerst, Joselyn Gonzalez, Itsayana Granado Lerma, Florentina Juarez,
Arielynn Mora, Rayne Roberston, Olivia Sandoval, Axel Valdivia, Alexia
Valenzuela and Eliseo Villeda sang “Growing Smart” to conclude the program.
After the ribbon cutting, guests toured the garden.

Kirk Ehlig, art teacher,
whose students decorated
rocks for the garden; Har-
ris County Resources rep-
resentatives Sonya Fowler,
Kristen Ballard, Cherease
Glasper and La Danta
Jack; MMS Contractors
and parents of many of the
students.

Patricia Fiess with Har-
ris County Youth Services
spoke about her mentor-
ship program, which in-
cludes 17 young men who
will take care of the garden,
including third graders
Davis Martinez, Dominic
Martinez, Walter Wittmer,
Jasiah Bush and Ricardo
Rodriguez; fourth graders
Ethan Brathwaite, Loren-
zo Gonzalez,  Matthew
Sauceda,  Ethan Vega,
Trent Williams, Giovanni
Hernandez, Spencer Rigby
and Malachi Smith and
f i f th  graders  Jahsiah
Charles, Christian Gibbs,
Michael Jackson and Roge-
lio Rodriguez. Her father,
Fidel Tovar, also has volun-
teered his time to help with
the garden.

In the Planting Seeds to
Grow Giants Garden, also

called the Reflection Gar-
den by the students, each
flower bed is named to re-
flect a specific word, so that
people who visit can con-
nect with at least one part
of the garden. The names
are The Garden of Hope,
The Garden of Happiness,
The Garden of Friendship,
The Garden of Strength,
The Garden of Kindness,
The Garden of Peace, the
Garden of Control, The
Garden of Compassion and
The Garden of Remem-
brance.

O’Brien recognized Exx-
onMobil BTEC, long-time
partner to Goose Creek
CISD schools, for giving
students the opportunity to
learn about nurturing the
plants and watching them
grow.

“I’d like to thank Exxon-
Mobil BTEC for generous-
ly donating to this project,
which students, staff and
the community will enjoy
for years to come,” O’Brien
said.

Aaron Stryk, public and
government affairs manag-
er from ExxonMobil, ex-
plained the purpose of the

garden.
“I know this garden has

been under construction for
quite a while now, but I can
tell you the idea was ger-
minating several years ago
when we found out about
the new San Jacinto Ele-
mentary campus, and we
wanted to figure out some
sort of gift that would pro-

vide a lasting legacy for the
students,” Stryk said. “And
I just couldn’t think of a
better opportunity to pro-
vide this garden, and I
think the name of it is per-
fect as far as Planting
Seeds for Growing Giants.
And in all honesty, I love
the values that they will
instill, because, quite hon-

estly, every action, big or
small, good or evil, all seeds
are going to bear fruit, and
I think this one is eventu-
ally going to reap a harvest.
I think that’s also going to
help us to raise up strong
men and women of faith
and character ready to
make a difference in this
world.”

Alamo Elementary, IMPACT Early College High School, and Harlem Elementary
nationally recognized for implementing best practices in up to nine health categories.

Three schools across Goose Creek CISD are among the 781 schools nationwide to
be named as America’s Healthiest Schools for the 2022-2023 school year. The recog-
nition, awarded by Alliance for a Healthier Generation (Healthier Generation), a
leading children’s health organization, honors schools’ dedication to supporting the
health and well-being of students, staff, and families.

This year, Alamo Elementary of Goose Creek CISD was recognized in four
topic areas, including:

*Increasing Family & Community Engagement
*Improving Nutrition & Food Access
*Implementing Local Wellness Policy
*Enriching Health Education

Three Schools in Goose Creek CISD Recognized as America’s
Healthiest Schools for Dedication to Student, Staff, and Family Health

IMPACT Early College High School of Goose Creek CISD was recognized
in three topic areas, including:

*Improving Nutrition & Food Access
*Implementing Local Wellness Policy
*Supporting School Health Services

Harlem Elementary of
Goose Creek CISD was
recognized in the topic
area for implementing lo-
cal wellness policy.

“Goose Creek CISD is
honored to receive this na-
tional recognition for our
dedication to supporting
the well-being of nearly
24,000 students and 4,000
staff and remain steadfast
in our commitment to fos-
t e r i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t s
where all members of the
school community can
learn and thrive, “ said
Amanda Kennington, GC-
CISD Healthy Community
School Coordinator.

This year, Healthier Generation continues to meet districts, schools, and educa-
tors where they are, recognizing it takes a considerable degree of effort to serve as a
model of best practice in whole child health for students, teachers, staff, and commu-
nity,” said Kathy Higgins, chief executive officer at Healthier Generation. “We com-
mend America’s Healthiest Schools for demonstrating resilience and adaptability amid
challenging times for our nation’s schools.

America’s Healthiest Schools remains one of the country’s longest-running, na-
tionwide recognition programs honoring schools for achievements in supporting whole
child health equity for students, teachers, and staff. Any school can connect with
Healthier Generation to access training, resources, and technical assistance by visit-
ing HealthierGeneration.org.

Visit HealthierGeneration.org/HealthiestSchools
to view all 781 America’s Healthiest Schools for the 2022-2023 school year.
About Goose Creek CISD
Goose Creek CISD’s mission is “Developing the Whole Child.” Goose Creek CISD

develops and enhances each learner’s intellectual, social, and emotional well-being
facilitated by a highly qualified team committed to Growth, Community, Collabora-
tion, Innovation, Success and Determination. The district’s vision states, “We em-
power every student with the knowledge and skills they need to succeed in a global
community.” Goose Creek CISD has identified five major goals in its strategic plan
that focus on the following areas: academic performance, community engagement,
operational excellence, organizational development, and financial stewardship.

About Alliance for a Healthier Generation
Alliance for a Healthier Generation is a leading children’s health organization that

advances equitable whole child health. Driven by our passion to ensure that every
mind, every body, and every young person is healthy and ready to succeed, our work
has reached over 31 million young people across the country. To learn more and help
make a difference, visit

HalthierGeneration.org
And Join us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.
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ON THE
HILL

Next session is Sept. 5th
- Nov. 30Experience the
magic of gymnastics with
the expertise of local
tumbling expert, Stacey
Svegliato, who brings over
30 years of coaching
mastery to Eagle Pointe.
From beginners taking
their first steps to elite
students aiming for the
stars, Stacey’s classes
cater to a wide range of
skill levels. Through her
carefully crafted
programs, your child will
not only develop agility,
motor skills, and flexibility
but also discover the joy of
movement in a supportive
and encouraging
environment. Join us for an
unforgettable summer of
growth and achievement!

Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.
Ages 3-6 years old$85

per tumbler per month

Join Together
to Support
The Annual
Days of
Caring

Tumbling
with Stacey
Svegliato

Houston Methodist Hospital Baytown

What to Know Before Your First Mammogram
October is Breast Can-

cer Awareness Month, and
detection is key to success-
ful treatment. Turning 40
means scheduling your
first mammogram. You
may know what a mammo-
gram is and how important
they are, but that first one
can be intimidating. Here’s
some insight from an ex-
pert, Dr. Ana Benveniste,
a breast imaging radiolo-
gist with Houston Method-
ist Breast Care Center at
Baytown.

IT IS NOT AS UN-
PLEASANT AS YOU MAY
IMAGINE.

“There’s definitely pres-
sure and possibly some dis-
c o m f o r t  d u r i n g  a
mammogram,” said Ben-
veniste, “but the process is
usually not painful and
very fast.”

IT WON’T TAKE VERY
LONG.

The whole mammogram
process is quick and easy,
sometimes lasting only five
minutes. After removing
your top and bra, a technol-
ogist positions one breast

Dr. Ana Benveniste

on the specialized X-ray
machine. Next, the ma-
chine  compresses  the
breast for a few seconds
while the technologist
takes an X-ray. This pro-
cess is repeated two or
three times for each breast.

YOUR TECHNOLO-
GIST WILL WALK YOU
THROUGH EACH STEP.

Mammogram technolo-
gists are always female
and completely profession-
al. She clearly explains the
process while maintaining
enough casual conversa-
t ion and keeping you
stress-free.

Y O U  M A Y  G E T
C A L L E D  B A C K  F O R
MORE IMAGING.

“No one wants to get
that call,” offered Ben-
veniste, “but sometimes
the breast imaging isn’t
perfectly clear. Do not pan-
ic or assume the worst be-
cause the call back is often
precautionary.”

D O  Y O U R  H O M E -
WORK WHEN PICKING
A FACILITY.

The mammogram pro-

cess itself may look the
same, whether in a gener-
al imaging facility or one
specializing in breast imag-
ing. Many breast imaging
facilities seem more spa-
like, with a calm atmo-
sphere and décor. But do
make sure your mammo-
gram is done in a breast-
dedicated facility with
up-to-date technology and
read by a specially trained
breast radiologist, an ex-
pert in diagnosing tumors.
The radiologist will guide
you to the most appropri-
ate treatment options if
necessary.

ASK FOR A 2D OR 3D
MAMMOGRAM.

“With recent technolog-
ical advances, a 3D mam-
mogram provides a clearer
picture of the breast,” stat-
ed Benveniste. “This reduc-
es the possibility of being
called back for follow-up
imaging and improves the
chance of catching breast
cancer as early as possi-
ble.”

STICK WITH YOUR
IMAGING FACILITY.

Staying with one imag-
ing facility is convenient
and ensures your doctor
can easily access past
mammograms when look-
ing for any changes. It de-
creases the chance you are
called back for extra imag-
es and allows for seamless
communication between
your doctor and the radiol-
ogist. You can request past
images be sent to another
doctor’s office, but it’s eas-
ier to research and find a
specialized breast imaging
center that you’ll stick
with.

I T ’ S  W O R T H  T H E
PEACE OF MIND.

Lastly, remember that it

is much easier to treat
breast cancer when it’s
caught early. Getting year-
ly mammograms is the best
way to provide doctors with
the necessary information,
ensuring your peace of
mind.

ADVANCED BREAST
IMAGING AT HOUSTON
METHODIST BAYTOWN
HOSPITAL.

A recent addition to
Houston Methodist Bay-
town Hospital is contrast-
enhanced mammography.
“This technology is used to
determine the extent of
cancer in newly diagnosed
patients and monitor those
undergoing treatment,”
said Benveniste. “It can
also help screen women
who are at a high lifetime
risk for developing breast
cancer.”

You do not need a doc-
tor’s referral for a yearly
mammogram screening if
you’re over 40.

To schedule, please vis-
it houstonmethodist.org/
b r e a s t - c a r e  o r  c a l l
346.292.7465.

Austin, Texas– Today,
Senator Brandon Creighton
(R-Conroe) filed Senate Bill 1
for the 3rd called session of
the 88th Legislature.  He of-
fered the following state-
ment:

“Educating the next gen-
eration of Texans is a funda-
mental responsibility, and it
is my belief that empowering
parents with school choice
will encourage competition,
innovation and ensure that
every student in Texas has
the opportunity to find an ed-
ucational path for their
unique needs.  S.B. 1 creates
education savings accounts
(ESA) up to $8000 per stu-
dent, providing Texas fami-
lies the power to determine
the best school for their child,
with their tax dollars.

Currently, 31 other states
and Puerto Rico and Wash-
ington, D.C. offer school
choice, and there is no reason
Texas should not offer the
same options to our students
and families.

This bill provides $500

State Senator Brandon Creighton

Creighton Statement on S.B. 1, Empowering Texas
Families and Students with School Choice

million from general revenue,
completely separate from the
funds appropriated in S.B. 2.
(public school funding), and
will be administered through
the Comptroller’s office for
approved education-related
expenses, rather than the
Texas Education Agency
(TEA).

Senate Bill 1 works in
tandem with Senate Bill 2,
demonstrating that lawmak-
ers can provide school choice
options and lift up public
schools.  We will provide
across the board pay raises
for Texas teachers, infuse his-
toric new funds into public ed-
ucation and school safety, and
finally deliver education free-
dom for the 6 million students
in Texas.”

Key Provisions of Senate
Bill 1:

*Students would be eligi-
ble to receive an ESA if they
are enrolled in a public school
or from grades Pre-Kinder-
garten – 12th, or enrolling
in Pre-K or Kindergarten for
the first time.

*The Comptroller’s Office
will administer the ESA pro-
gram and funding for ap-
proved education-related
expenses.

*Robust fraud prevention
and audits administered
through the Office of the
Comptroller

*The ESAs use general
revenue, funded with sales
tax and severance tax, and
are not funded with Founda-
tion School Program dollars
allocated for public schools.

*ESA funds may be used
only for the following educa-

tion-related expenses in-
curred by a child participat-
ing in the program:

*tuition and fees for a pri-
vate school;

*purchase of textbooks and
other instructional materials
for a required course;

*uniforms required by a
school;

*costs related to academic
assessments;

*fees for a private tutor or
teaching service;

*fees for transportation;
*fees for educational ther-

apies or services provided by
a practitioner or provider.

*Private schools must be
accredited to participate

Eligibility:
*Students who are cur-

rently enrolled in a public or
private school, or are enter-
ing pre-kindergarten or kin-
dergarten for the first time.

Prioritization of ESA Re-
cipients:

If there are more appli-
cants than available positions
in the ESA program, a certi-
fied educational assistance

organization shall prioritize
eligible students in the follow-
ing order:

1. 40% of the available po-
sitions will be prioritized for
students that qualify for free
or reduced lunch who attend-
ed public school last year or
are entering PreK or Kinder-
garten for the first time.

2. 30% of the available po-
sitions for students whose
parents earn between 185%
and 500% of the federal pov-
erty line who attended public
school last year or are enter-
ing PreK or Kindergarten for
the first time.

3. 20% of the available po-
sitions will be prioritized for
students with a disability who
attended public school last
year or are entering PreK or
Kindergarten for the first
time.

4. 10% of the remaining
available positions are avail-
able to students who attend-
e d  p u b l i c ,  p r i v a t e  o r
homeschool to gain access to
the ESA program.

BAYTOWN, TX, Oct. 11,
2023 – The 36th annual gala
hosted by the Lee College
Foundation was a remarkable
success that will go down in
the record books. The glam-
orous event, held to honor the
generous donors, raised an
unprecedented sum of nearly
$225,000 with a record-break-
ing turnout of close to 400
guests.

This year, the celebration
moved to the new Hyatt Re-
gency Baytown. Guests toast-
ed 55 years of the Foundation
and student success – with
the Fred Hartman Bridge as
a picturesque backdrop for
the festivities.

“It was indeed a great
night. We could return to
Baytown now that we have a
v e n u e  l a r g e  e n o u g h  t o
ho ld a l l our  f oundat ion
friends, both new and old,”
said Steve DonCarlos, gala
master of ceremonies and
past chair of the Lee College
Foundation Board of Direc-

The 36th Lee College Foundation Gala

tors. “We raised a record
amount of money for the foun-
dation and had fun doing it”

The $225,000 was made
possible through ticket sales,
sponsorships and proceeds
from the live and silent auc-
tions. The funds will be used
to further the mission of the
Foundation and the college’s
Student Resource and Advo-
cacy Center (SRAC), which
supports unmet basic needs
such as childcare services,
food, emergency aid and text-

book assistance.
“This demonstrates the

college’s comprehensive com-
mitment to supporting stu-
dents in all aspects of their
educational experience, ulti-
mately contributing to their
overall success and growth,”
said Dr. Lynda Villanueva,
Lee College president.

Breana Escobar, a recent
Lee College graduate, was the
evening’s keynote speaker.
She shared her inspiring sto-
ry of success and how the

Foundation and the SRAC
had a profound impact on her
educational and career goals.
The mother of two young chil-
dren graduated from the
Nursing program in August
and is now a practicing li-
censed vocational nurse.

“I have the amazing oppor-
tunity to be considered the
first college graduate in my
family, and I can be the pio-
neer for my children,” Esco-
bar shared with the audience.
“I can show them anything is

possible regardless of any ob-
stacles. I am so grateful for
Lee College. It will forever be
a part of me.”

During the 2023 academic
year, the Lee College Founda-
tion awarded nearly $800,000
in scholarships to 824 hard-
working students.

While the gala traditional-
ly celebrates current donors,
it is also an opportunity to
bring in the next generation
of individuals advancing Bay-
town’s philanthropic mission.
This year, the Foundation
documented a 44% increase in
sponsorships compared to last
year’s event. Additionally,
18% of the event’s returning
sponsors increased their giv-
ing levels, demonstrating the
community’s ongoing support
for the Foundation’s work at
the college.

For more information
about the Lee College Foun-
dation and the various ways
to give, visit the Foundation’s
website.

The 36th Annual Lee College Foundation Gala was held at the Hyatt Regency Baytown on Friday, Sept. 29

Baytown, Texas
(October 9, 2023) United
Way of Greater Baytown
Area and Chambers
County is preparing for
Days of Caring, the
biggest service event of
the year for the nonprofit.
Volunteers from the
community are
encouraged to register for
a project that will support
the Baytown and
Chambers County
communities.

Days of Caring has been
mobilizing volunteers
throughout Baytown and
Chambers County for
more than 20 years,
creating lasting change
through the power of
volunteer work. Volunteers
help community resource
providers expand their
capacity to serve others,
collectively lifting the
community through
volunteer service. Days of
Caring is an extension of
the work United Way
seeks to do every day –
supporting our community
through collective action.

“Days of Caring is a
great opportunity to
connect with your
community and make a
difference in the lives of
children and families.”
said the 2023 Days of
Caring chairman, David
Lehman, ONEOK.

Volunteers work directly
with community
organizations to do
meaningful work that help
them reach people in the
Baytown area and
Chambers County every
day. From painting,
landscaping, deep
cleaning, to building and
installing new wooden
shelves, there is
something for everyone.
This year, volunteers can
choose to serve on Friday,
October 20th or Saturday,
October 21st.  If you or
someone you know is
interested in volunteering
for the Days of Caring,
follow this link, https://
volunteer.unitedwaygbacc.org/
need/index?need_id=
859511&need_init_id=8486

Need more information
about Days of Caring?
Please call 281-424-5922 or
email
admin@unitedwaygbacc.org.
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✯      O P I N I O N    P A G E    ✯

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

Mayor Turner’s 2023
State of the City

“I am proud of the city that I shall pass for-
ward.”

--Mayor Turner Delivers Final State of the City
Address

HOUSTON - Mayor Sylvester Turner delivered
his eighth and final State of the City address
Wednesday to a sold-out audience of 1,500 com-
munity members and business leaders. The
mayor began his remarks by thanking Housto-
nians for their support and highlighting the work
of all City of Houston employees. He gave special
recognition to 35 outstanding municipal workers
who have demonstrated dedication and passion
for serving the public. A highlight of the event
included the release of “A Winning Legacy,” a
book detailing the mayor’s achievements and
legacy of resilience and transformation during his
administration.

A copy of the book is available online:  Down-
load/Read the Mayor’s Legacy Book

“Together, we have faced many storms – seven
federally declared disasters in eight years. From
floods or a freeze, from a Super Bowl or the
pandemic, we rose and met the challenges of the
day,” said the mayor. “From inequities in neigh-
borhoods investments to billions of dollars in
pension unfunded liabilities, from One Safe
Houston to One Clean Houston, we confronted
each issue head on and set the City on firmer
footing.”

Speech Highlights:
• During the address, Mayor Turner an-

nounced the City of Houston and FEMA have
reached an agreement on building a new munici-
pal courts building damaged during Hurricane
Harvey.

• His administration will leave a $420 million
surplus to the next mayor’s administration. When
Mayor Turner was elected, the City faced a
$160M deficit.

• The City’s pension liability has been reduced
from $8.2 billion when he became mayor to $2.2
billion.

• Houston will get nearly $2 billion in the
coming years to transform the convention center
and the surrounding district, a project that will
catalyze further development in that part of
downtown.

• The Sunnyside Solar Farm will be operation-
al in 2024.

• Groundbreaking of a new cutting edge Solid
Waste Northeast Transfer Station to open in
2025.

    • The North Canal Stormwater Project and
the Lake Livingston Flood Water-gates in King-
wood are in the design stage.

    • The I-45 Expansion Project is moving
forward.

“We are diverse, yet inclusive. We are greener,
more compassionate, more united, and more
forward-moving than we ever imagined, but at
the same time, we work every day to be inclusive.
We are greener, more compassionate, more
united, and more forward-moving than we can
ever imagine,” said Mayor Turner. “What I can
say to Houstonians is that I have given you my
best, and I am proud of the city that I shall pass
forward.”

OPINION
Mayor Sylvester Turner

✯

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Opinions expressed here are not necessarily
that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR OPINION is welcome.
Send a letter for possible publication to Grafikpress
Newspapers, 5906 Star Lane, Houston TX 77057 or an email to
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com. Please limit your words to about 200.
Letters will be subject to editing. Thank you.

Talking to
Dogs

It’s no secret that I love
dogs.

I love dogs, and I don’t
have one right now because,
traveling as much as my
husband, Peter, and I do,
having a dog makes no
sense. We know this. We
have discussed this. There
are times I would like to
have a dog so much it makes
my heart hurt. And then I
realize how easy it is to get
on a plane without worrying
about the welfare of a dog,
and I know we have—at
least for now—made the
right decision.

And so my solution is to
talk to other people’s dogs.

I’m sure I’m not the only
one who talks to dogs on my
daily walk. I’d be surprised,
however, if anyone was
more enthusiastic about it.
I am also (if I say so myself)
very good at it. This is be-
cause I have a secret meth-
od for talking to dogs.

I start before the dog (and
their person) have even met
me on the sidewalk. I see
them coming, and I make a
little noise. It is my secret
little dog call. It is a high lit-
tle squeak, and every dog
can hear it, and most of
their owners cannot. This
little noise gives me my
edge.

The dog is alert. “That
person is talking to me!” the
dog says. It looks at me
closely. If it has ears that go
up, they are at attention.

“What a sweet pup!” I
then say, loud enough for
the owner to hear. There is
almost no one who does not
like to hear they have a
sweet pup.

I imagine every one of
these pups has been some-
thing less than sweet at
some time or another (may-
be just last night), and the
owner of that dog appreci-
ates a total stranger—with
no investment in the matter
whatsoever—confirming
their bias that this is an ob-
viously special dog, a dog
well worth any trouble they
might have caused.

At this point, since the
dog and I have already been
having a conversation and
the owner is now looking at
me, most dogs figure I am
“A Friend.” If their owner
was nervous around me or
disinterested, some of them
would pretend they were
disinterested as well. But
once their owner confirms
that I am “A Friend,” the
dog almost always rushes
over to become better ac-
quainted.

I try not to hold them up
too long. I don’t stop runners
because that seems rude.
But most people strolling
along with their dog don’t
seem to mind me scratching
their dog’s ears and maybe
getting a dog kiss.

If the conversation is go-
ing well, I sometimes learn
the dog’s name. Learning
his name is Barney extends
our meet-and-greet time be-
cause then I get to say, “Oh,
Barney! What do you think
of this weather?”

Barney is even more de-
lighted because not only am
I “A Friend,” I am “A Friend
Who Knows His Name!”
which is the very best kind.
This seems to work equally
well in English and Span-
ish, in the city or hiking
through the woods.

Then I say goodbye, and
I always thank the owner
for sharing their dog. I go on
my way, and I am aware—
right there on my walk—
that I feel better than I did
before I met that dog. My
heart is lighter. My step is
quicker. My day, even if it
was good already, has just
improved.

So that is my secret for
talking to dogs. It is also the
secret to being a little bit
happier every day.

Till next time,
Carrie

Abbott Ties Voucher Passage to
Teacher Pay, School Funding

Gov. Greg Abbott, just
hours after the Senate initial-
ly approved a school voucher
measure, said he would add
teacher raises and increased
public school funding to the on-
going special session agenda if
the Texas Legislature passes
his voucher plan, the Texas
Tribune reporteD.

“I want to make sure we
provide a carrot to make sure
this legislation gets passed,”
Abbott said of vouchers. “Once
[education savings accounts]
are passed, I will put on the
legislative agenda full funding
for public education, including
teacher pay raises for teachers
across the state.”

However, Democratic and
rural Republican legislators
remain opposed to vouchers,
maintaining vouchers would
drain funding for  publ ic
schools, the Texas Standard
reported.

“Every dollar that we spend
on a voucher is going to be a
dollar that is taken away from
being able to invest in public
education,” Rep. Stan Lam-
bert, R-Abilene, said.

State Sen. Robert Nichols,
R-Jacksonville, called Abbott’s
approach a “political threat.”
He said most constituents in
his district would find it a
hardship to send their children
to private schools because of
the distance and cost.

“Most of my constituents,
even with an $8,000 discount,
the private school is probably
so far away, they’re going to
have to travel 30 or 40 miles
to get to a private school,”
Nichols said. “And they still
won’t be able to afford the bal-
ance of what’s owed.”

The Senate bill initially ap-
proved would give families
who opt for private schools
$8,000 of public money each
year.

PATRICK: NO REASON TO
RETURN PAC MONEY

Lt. Gov Dan Patrick says he
has no intention of returning
$3 million in political contri-
butions received from a politi-
cal action committee whose
leader met with an avowed
Nazi sympathizer earlier this
month, the Austin American-
Statesman reported.

Former state representa-
tive Jonathan Stickland, now
head of the Defend Texas Lib-

erty PAC, met with white su-
premacist Nick Fuentes for
several hours, prompting a
number of Republican law-
makers to donate money they
received from the PAC to pro-
Israel charities at the urging
o f  H o u s e  S p e a k e r  D a d e
Phelan, R-Beaumont.

Patrick and Phelan have
been feuding for months, espe-
cially over the impeachment
and ultimate acquittal of Tex-
as Attorney General Ken Pax-
ton. Patrick called on Phelan
to resign after the speaker de-
manded he return the $3 mil-
lion.

“I didn’t think even Dade
Phelan would stoop this low,”
Patrick said in a statement.
“He has now absolutely hit
rock bottom. His latest stunt
is disgusting, despicable and
disingenuous.”

Phelan pushed back. “I
didn’t take $3 million from a
PAC that associates itself with
Nazis and Nazi sympathizers.
That’s not my problem,” he
said.

TWO TEXAS CONGRESSMEN
OPPOSE BULLET TRAIN

Two Texas congressmen are
trying to stop funding for a bul-
let train from Houston to Dal-
las, the Houston Chronicle
reported. U.S. Reps. Jake
Ellzey and Michael McCaul,
both Republicans, have asked
the federal Department of
Transportation to deny feder-
al funding for the project, an-
n o u n c e d  r e c e n t l y  a s  a
collaboration between Amtrak
and Texas Central Railroad.

The proposed route of 240
miles would have a travel time
of 90 minutes – less than half
the time it takes to travel by
car.

“At its core, this project is

intended to take land from
American citizens and put it
under the control of a Japa-
nese company, which is itself
subsidized using money from
U.S. taxpayers,” the two con-
gressmen wrote in part.

A number of Texas land-
owners have expressed con-
cern about the route cutting
through their farmland.

“Landowners deserve to
have their land rights protect-
ed against the unrealistic and
financially infeasible rail
project proposed to be funded
through these applications,”
McCaul and Ellzey said in
their letter.

ONLY TWO TEXAS
UNIVERSITIES CRACK TOP 100

Only two Texas universities
managed to crack the top 100
in the Wall Street Journal’s
annual ranking, the Houston
Chronicle reported. Texas
A&M was ranked 38th, while
Rice University came in at
64th. The University of Texas
came in at No. 118, according
to the rankings.

“To generate the rankings,
the Journal partnered with re-
search groups College Pulse
and Statista to analyze a
mountain of data, measuring
everything from expected stu-
dent salaries and years need-
ed to pay for attendance to the
quality of the school’s ‘learn-
ing-related facilities’ and on-
c a m p u s  d i v e r s i t y , ”  t h e
Chronicle reported.

Twenty Texas colleges and
universities made the top 400.
Princeton University was
ranked No. 1 overall.

MORE THAN 50,000 MIGRANTS
BUSED ELSEWHERE

The state of Texas has
bused more than 50,000 mi-
grants to what Gov. Greg Ab-
bott terms sanctuary cities
since the launch of Operation
Lone Star,  his off ice an-
nounced. The migrants have
been bused to Washington,
D.C., New York City, Chicago,
Philadelphia, Denver and Los
Angeles since April 2022.

Enhancing border security
is one of the items Abbott has
called upon the Legislature to
address in the special session
now underway. He is propos-
ing a law that allows all li-
censed  law enforcement
officers in Texas to arrest any-
one who illegally enters Tex-
as.

INCREASED FOCUS ON
PEDESTRIAN SAFETY THIS
MONTH

Last October marked the
highest number of vehicle-pe-
destrian crashes, which is why
the Texas Department of
Transportation is pleading
with drivers this month to be
more aware of “our most vul-
nerable road users.”

“As we shift to fewer hours
of daylight, it’s up to drivers
and pedestrians to adapt and
help keep our roads safe,” said
TxDOT Executive Director
Marc Williams. “Motorists
need to stay alert and look for
people walking, and pedestri-
ans can take measures to be
seen by drivers who may be in-
attentive behind the wheel.”

In 2022, 5,764 traffic crash-
es involving pedestrians oc-
curred in Texas, resulting in
829 deaths and 1,526 serious
injuries.
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drugs online. There is even a display called
the “Faces of Fentanyl” that shares stories
of local young people, some who bought the
pills on social media and had no idea what
they were ingesting. 99% of all Fentanyl
overdoses are accidental, and the smallest
dose (2 milligrams, or fewer than 15 grains
of salt) can kill. Who should visit this ex-
hibit? We recommend students, teachers,
parents and other adults who want the
chance to spark a conversation with their
children or grandchildren. In the coming
months, the DEA is helping fund education-
al experiences for Crosby ISD students to
learn about the dangers of fentanyl, im-
paired driving, and other dangers associ-
ated with drug misuse.

Next, we want to share a heads-up for
Crosby ISD families, especially parents/
guardians of seniors at Crosby High School.
The FAFSA (Free Application for Federal
Student Aid) form is delayed until Decem-
ber, instead of the traditional release date
in the month of October. The federal form
helps determine financial aid eligibility,
and it is being streamlined. The question-
naire will be reduced from 108 questions to
36 questions. We expect the updated form
to be released in late December. The FAF-
SA form is part of a requirement for gradu-
ating seniors in Texas to receive their
diploma. We have more information posted
now at www.crosbyisd.org/financialaid. Our
counselors at Crosby High School are also
available to help answer questions for fam-
ilies.

Earlier this month, we had a wonderful
day of celebrating the awarding of thou-
sands of dollars in innovative teaching
grants from the Crosby Education Founda-
tion and their sponsors. In all, CEF and
donors contributed more than $75,000 to-
ward funding projects our teachers dreamed
up for their classrooms or campuses. From
cookware to the Coleen Walker special ed-
ucation relays, the money is being invested
back into instruction for our students.

The arrival of fall has a lot of folks look-
ing ahead to the end of the calendar year.
Here are some important dates to add to
your calendars: The Crosby ISD Thanks-
giving break will run from November 20
through November 24; Our Winter Break
will run from December 22, 2023, through
January 4, 2024, with students returning
to class on January 8, 2024. Another big

Crosby Superintendent,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

day is graduation, and Crosby High
School has announced that the Class
of 2024 Commencement Ceremony will
be held on Friday, May 31, at 7:30pm,
at Cougar Stadium.

Finally, let’s celebrate the dozens of
students and staff members who
helped coordinate the first-ever Cros-
by ISD Mobile School Market. It was a
huge success, delivering groceries to
more than 150 families in need in East
Harris County. We appreciate the part-
nership with the Houston Food Bank
to add another tool to relieve food in-
security in Crosby, Barrett Station,
and our wider region. We will contin-
ue to improve the process and match
the amount of food provided with the
needs of our communities. Our student-
volunteers also lived up to one of the
important ideals we created in our
“Portrait of a Graduate” Strategic Plan,
the goal of every Crosby High School
graduate to be Service-Minded. No one
demonstrates compassion in action bet-
ter than our Cougars.

We are Moving Forward! Go Coogs!

Crosby High School students volunteer for Crosby ISD’s first Mobile Market at Cougar Stadium. Free grocery
distribution will happen most Thursdays from 9am-Noon during the 2023-2024 School Year.

Superintendent Patterson tours the new “Drugs:
Costs and Consequences” exhibit at The Health
Museum in Houston. The exhibit examines the
impact of drug addiction and misuse, including
fentanyl poisonings.
The “Drugs: Costs and Consequences” exhibit will
be at The Health Museum through June 2024.
Select Crosby High School and Crosby Middle
School students will tour the exhibit in the coming
weeks.

struction of Station 2, the
dedication of Station 3 in
late July, and the plans for
yet another station in the
next couple of years.

Many of those years
were  s t ress - f i l l ed  as
Graves many of her own
friends and family mem-
bers die.

“In those times, howev-
er, there were some victo-
ries. I was saved in Christ
in the back of an ambu-
lance with a dying man
and now I live renewed (in
Christ),” she said. She also
said she has seen the joy
of many families grow and
loved ones reunite.

Graves began her jour-
ney with Crosby EMS first
as a paramedic and then
clinical manager in 1996.
She ascended to the role as
Chief in 2004.

“Her dedication and
leadership qualities quick-
ly became evident as she
took on the responsibilities
of leading our EMS team,”
read a press release from
Harris County ESD No. 5.
“Over the course of her 18-
year tenure as Chief, Chief
Graves demonstrated ex-
emplary commitment to
public health and safety.”

Among her many ac-
complishments,  Chief
Graves initiated and suc-
cessfully developed the

Vaccines for Children pro-
gram in partnership with
BCBS of Texas, ensuring
that the children of our
community had access to
vital immunizations. She
also played a crucial role in
establishing a nationally
recognized car seat inspec-
tion site in collaboration
with Texas Children’s
Child Passenger Safety
Program, further empha-
sizing her dedication to
child safety.

Graves commitment to
life-saving initiatives ex-
tended to the implementa-
tion of a hands-only CPR
initiative, empowering
community members with
the skills needed to re-
spond effectively in emer-
gencies.

The chief also guided
the EMS and community
through four major hurri-
canes including Hurricane
Harvey.

Graves was also voted
the Citizen of the Year
twice, in 2009 and 2013, by
t h e  C r o s b y - H u f f m a n
Chamber of Commerce and
once by the Crosby Veter-
ans Association in 2019.
That same year, she also
received a commendation
from the White House
Medical Unit from the Of-
f i ce  o f  the  Pres ident
Donald Trump. She be-

came a critical care para-
medic in 2018 and gradu-
ated from the National
Fire Academy in 2020.
Graves also broke another
ceiling becoming the first
female EMS chief for the
ESD.

Graves leaves the ESD
in better, stronger shape
than she found it and has
set them up with a five-
year business plan.

She is traveling to At-
lanta to spend some time
with her aging mother and
after she returns, will con-
sider several new job offers
with a lighter load and less
stress.

A f t e r  r e t i r e m e n t ,
Graves noted “I will be
right down the road in
Huffman as a Commission-
er for ESD 4 in my 5th
term, taking care of those
citizens.”

“As Chief Graves em-
barks on this well-de-
served retirement, I want
to express our heartfelt
gratitude for her unwaver-
ing dedication, leadership,
and contributions over the
years. Her legacy will con-
tinue to inspire us all as we
strive to maintain the high
standards she has set,” a
statement from ESD No. 5
President Sharon Cotton
said.

Christy Graves Retires,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

You can read the Star-Courier curent and back
issues on our website: www.starcouriernews.com
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A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Star ✯ Courier
Your Hometown Newspaper
News tips and Ad Inquiries:

713-266-3444

TRACTOR
REPAIR

TRACTOR
REPAIR

TRACTOR
REPAIR

TRACTOR
REPAIR

38-8T

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that Original Letters
Testamentary for Docket No. 518893;
Estate of RUTH G. STRAUSSER
Deceased; In Probate Court No. 4 of Harris
County, Texas, were issued on OCTOBER
2, 2023.

DONNA JOY STRAUSSER PILGRIM
SUSAN MARGARET STRAUSSER

The residence address of the
administrator is in Harris County, Texas.
The mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 E. Wallisville Road

Highlands, TX 77562

All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present them
within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.
Dated this OCTOBER 11, 2023

by   WESTON COTTEN
    Attorney for the Estate

FOR SALE FOR SALE

37-2t

FOR SALE

Reduced by $25,000 1.6 Acres
cleared Mobile or Home pad, 3 car

garage, partially fenced, electric pole,
driveway $250,000. Crosby Tx.

Call 281-455-7759

Mobile Tractor
Repair & Service

Oil change, Lube, Light Repair
East Harris, West Liberty,

Chambers Counties

832-530-0054

DUCKS IN A ROW.
CLEANING,

ORGANIZING &
PACKING.

10 Years Experience.
Reasonable Rates

832-391-1643

SERVICE SERVICE

39-2t

OFFICE FOR
RENT

OFFICE FOR
RENT

SMALL OFFICE BUILDING
FOR LEASE

ONE STORY BUILDING ON STAR LANE,
NEAR THE GALLERIA AND SOUTHWEST
FREEWAY. CONVENIENT PARKING AT
DOOR. 3000 SQ. FEET. 2 PRIVATE
OFFICES, GENERAL DESK AREA,
KITCHEN & REST ROOMS, STORAGE.
REFERENCES REQUIRED.  $2750/
MONTH PLUS DEPOSIT.
CALL 713-977-2555.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that Original Letters
Testamentary for Docket No. 493382;
Estate of CLINTON ORVILLE BOND
Deceased; In Probate Court No. 1 of Harris
County, Texas, were issued on OCTOBER
11, 2023.

YOUNGSUN BOND

The residence address of the
administrator is in Harris County, Texas.
The mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 E. Wallisville Road

Highlands, TX 77562

All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present them
within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.
Dated this OCTOBER 16, 2023

by   WESTON COTTEN
    Attorney for the Estate
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