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IN THE
STARS

EVENTS
Highlands/
Lynchburg
Chamber
Luncheon Nov. 9

You’re invited to the
Highlands/Lynchburg
Chamber of Commerce
November Luncheon.
This is an important
meeting to further the
efforts to revitalize the
Chamber.

Jim Wadzinski will be
the guest speaker.

RSVP for $15
luncheon, or $20 at the
door.

The Chamber will be
conducting its annual
food drive in November,
and asks for non-
perishable foods to be
donated at the
Community Center.

Also, membership
payment are now due
for 2023. Mail payments
to the office, 127 San
Jacinto Street,
Highlands, TX 77562.
Questions, email to
highlandslynchburgchamber
@outlook.com.

Holiday Dinner
San Jacinto River
Coalition Nov. 14

San Jacinto River
Coalition will hold a Holiday
Dinner on November 14 at
6:00pm at the Highlands
Community Center, 604
Highland Woods Drive,
Highlands.

Complimentary dinner,
hosted by THEA, Texas
Health & Environment
Alliance. Updates on
Superfund Site and recent
accomplishments.

For more information see
ad on Page 2 or call 281-
315-5242. RSVP to
info@txhea.org.

STAR-COURIER PHONES: 713-266-3444 • E-MAIL: GRAFIKSTAR @ AOL.COM • FAX: 713-977-1188

Now in our New Offices
1500 E. Wallisville Road
Highlands, TX 77562

WESTON G. COTTEN
Attorney at Law
O. 281/421-4050
F. 281/533-6032

weston@westoncotten.com

AUTO & HOME INSURANCE
Jeremy Rosenkranz
State Farm Agent

440 S. Main Street, Highlands, TX 77562
281-426-3512

jtr@jeremyrosenkranz.com

RACHEL’S DINER
Southern Cooking Buffet -- NOW OPEN

14280 FM 2100 (Across from Walmart)
281-462-7349

 Crosby, TX – Crosby
ISD has partnered with
the Houston Food Bank to
provide free drive-thru
grocery distribution every
Thursday for community
members in need in East
Harris County. In the first
two weeks of the operation
of the Mobile School Mar-
ket, hundreds of families
have been provided much-
needed food.

Since starting a four-
day instructional week,
Crosby ISD has expanded
or added three different
community outreach pro-
grams with the Houston
Food Bank to alleviate food
insecurity concerns for
families in need in the dis-
trict.

The Mobile School Mar-
ket is a student-run distri-
bution program, meaning
Crosby High School stu-
dents sign in families, bag
food, and place the grocer-
ies in vehicles. Crosby ISD
Superintendent Mrs. Pau-
la Patterson says, “This
new grocery giveaway de-
fines our ‘Portrait of a
Graduate’ for Crosby High
School students. We want
our students to be service-
minded citizens when they
leave high school. Becom-
ing a center for food distri-
bution in East Harris
County is just one way we
are teaching our students
about community service.
I am so proud to see our
students put kindness into

Crosby ISD and Houston Food Bank feed hundreds
of families through Mobile School Market

County passes $2.4 billion budget

HARRIS COUNTY –
County commissioners last
week voted for a tax rate de-
crease for the fifth year in a
row, as well as a $2.4 billion
budget for 2024. The vote
was unanimous, and taken
without the rancor that has
accompanied previous bud-
get measures.

Commissioners Court
approved an overall tax rate
of 53.03 cents per $100 of
assessed value. While that’s
down from 53.06 cents last
year, taxpayers could still
end up with a higher bill de-
pending on increases in
their appraised property
values.

Commissioners also
approved the county’s oper-
ating budget for the upcom-
ing year. Nearly two-thirds
of the $2.4 billion budget is
dedicated to justice and
safety, a spending plan that
includes the sheriff’s office,

the district attorney’s office
and a large court system.

The allocation reflects
that public safety “contin-
ues to be a top priority,” ac-
cording to Democratic
Precinct 2 Commissioner
Adrian Garcia.

Garcia also said in a
statement the county was
able to decrease the tax rate
without “sacrificing our abil-
ity to rebuild our aging in-
frastructure,  create a

workforce for jobs today and
into the future, and combat
the climate crisis with clean
energy.”

Precinct 1 Commissioner
Rodney Ellis, a Democrat,
said the budget makes the
most of limited resources.

“It represents a set of in-
vestments in a more just le-
gal system, expanded access
to health care, hous

County Commissioners voted unanimously for a 2024 budget of $2.4
billion. Pictured above, Commissioners Briones, Ellis, and Ramsey. Not
pictured, but voting in favor, was Commissioner Garcia.

Continued. See COUNTY BUDGET
PASSED, Page 7

Tax Rate reduced
for 5th year in row

Crosby High School students volunteer for Crosby ISD’s first Mobile Market
at Cougar Stadium. Free grocery distribution will happen most Thursdays
from 9am-Noon during the 2023-2024 School Year.

ELECTION RESULTS
EARLY RESULTS - UNOFFICIAL
HUFFMAN ISD BOND $92m - 58% FOR
CROSBY ISD BOND $85m - 33% FOR, 67% AGAINST
CROSBY MUD Bond $20m - 53% FOR
Goose Creek Bond A $342m - 42% FOR, 58% AGAINST
Goose Creek Bond B $24m - 34% FOR, 66% AGAINST
Goose Creek Bond C $20m - 35% FOR, 65% AGAINST
HC HOSPITAL DISTRICT $2.5b - 73% FOR
HOUSTON MAYOR

Whitmire - 44%
Jackson-Lee - 36%
Christie - 7%
Garcia - 7%

Houston Controller - Hollins 48%

action like never before.”
The free grocery distri-

bution program will run
most Thursdays from 9am-
Noon during the 2023-
2024 School Year. Families
are asked to line up on the
visitors’ side of Cougar
Stadium so they can be
checked in before food is
distributed. The Houston
Food Bank does not share
personal information with
any third-parties.

The next distribution is
scheduled for October 26,
2023. If any media outlet
would like to take video or
photos of our weekly event,
please reach out to Crosby
ISD Diretor of Communi-
cations, Mr. Brett Birkin-
bine.

Members of the Daughters of the American Revolution, the Old 300
Chapter, from Crosby ride along in the Crosby Bicentennial Parade.

Darrell Davis drives the 1939 Dodge antique fire truck with members of
the Daughters of the American Revolution during the Crosby Bicentennial
Parade and celebration.

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

Crosby’s bicentennial
celebration was the seed
for many special events
wrapped around the auspi-
cious occasion and none
more significant than the
charter of the Crosby chap-
ter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution.

Named for Crosby’s
founder, the “Old Three
Hundred” chapter, the na-
tional organization grant-
e d  t h e  c h a r t e r  o n
September 5, 2023, and it
became the 200th chapter
in the State of Texas. Per-
fect timing for the 200th
anniversary of the town.

The timing was worked
out perfectly by Alicia
Spear who, while living in

Kingwood, joined the Lady
Washington chapter after
she moved to Texas from
Virginia.

“I moved to Texas three
years ago and have been a

DAR member in Stafford,
Virginia since 2015,” she
said.

Her move was during
the pandemic, and she was
seeking connections in her

new community.
“ I  j o ined  the  Lady

Washington chapter which
is the oldest and largest in
Texas,” she said.

She later moved to Cros-

by but found it difficult to
get to DAR meetings be-
cause there were no chap-

Crosby DAR chapter organized with history to boot

Continued. See CROSBY DAR
CHAPTER, Page 5

Chapter becomes 200th in Texas, on Crosby’s 200th Anniversary

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

“Pirito” fought hard to
live. He loved his family
and was caught off guard
by the deadly coronavirus
like millions around the
world.

Espiridion Lira Parga,
born on Dec. 13, 1954, lost
his battle with the deadly
disease on April 22, 2021.
His death was a shock to
his family who hoped he
would come home from the
hospital.

When the pandemic hit
the United States, there
was panic and uncertain-
ty as the world sought the
best way to confront the
deadly virus.

For Dora Lira, it was a
t e r r i b l e  t i m e  a s  s h e
watched her father strug-
gle for nine months.

“Day of the Dead” celebration
hosted at Sterling White

Continued. See DAY OF THE DEAD,
Page 7

The Lira family gathers together to spend time with their father, son,
grandfather Espiridion Lira Parga. Pirito, his nickname, passed away in
April 2021 from COVID.

The traditional marigolds on the altar were created by the Crosby High
School CTE Floral Design students for the event.
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ON THE
HILL

LyondellBasell Launches New Brand Identity
Reflecting Its New Company Strategy

October 30, 2023 — Ly-
ondellBasell (NYSE:LYB),
a leader in the chemical in-
dustry, today revealed its
new brand identity aligned
to its purpose, “creating so-
lutions for everyday sus-
tainable living.” The new
brand includes a logo,
tagline and visual identity
and affirms the company’s
new strategy announced
earlier in 2023.

“With our new strategy
firmly in place, our em-
ployees are adopting new
ways of working to gener-
ate innovative, value-en-
hanc ing  so lu t i ons  t o

support our goals,” said
Peter Vanacker, Lyondell-
Basell (LYB) CEO. “I am
especially proud of our
teams’ recent accomplish-
ments. This includes accel-
e r a t i n g  o u r  v a l u e
enhancement program tar-
gets and increasing our ac-
c e s s  t o  c i r c u l a r  a n d
renewable  feedstocks
through the development
of integrated recycling
hubs centered in Houston,
Texas and Cologne, Ger-
many. I believe our new
brand identity will inspire
employees by giving them
a visual representation of

our vision for the future
and a sense of unity to-
ward our purpose and val-
ues.”

As part of its new brand
identity, LYB has also
launched a new tagline,
“Solutions for a better to-
morrow”. This tagline cap-
t u r e s  t h e  c o m p a n y ’ s
dedication to creating
products and solutions for
applications in support of
modern living, such as food
packaging, healthcare, and
transportation, and tech-
nologies that enable a cir-
cular  and low carbon
economy.

✯
THOUGHTS  FROM
HILLSIDE  CHURCH

By Dr. Mark Trice

The good driver shoots
quick glances in his rear-
view mirror fairly fre-
quently. Why? Because he
needs to know what’s com-
ing up behind him and how
it might affect his own
journey. Quick lane chang-
es are safe when you are
sure about the locations of
other vehicles, crazy driv-
ers are less of a hazard
when you can anticipate
their approach, and it’s
easier to get out of the way
of emergency vehicles
when you see them before
they get up on your back
bumper.

Checking the rearview
mirror is important in life
as well. Ideally, we should
be taking those quick
glances frequently as we go
through the months, as-
sessing the path we’ve left
behind us. Even if we’ve
not thought to do this,
however, pausing for a life
check in December can be

In the Rearview Mirror
advantageous and set us
up to start the new year
right.

You’re probably think-
ing I’m about to bring up
the infamous New Year’s
resolution. I’m not. Hon-
estly, those promises we
make to ourselves can
prove not only pointless,
but downright depressing
as they tend to be broken
before the end of February.
What I’m talking about is
the road you’ve traveled
and the miles that have yet
to come.

Looking back at 2023,
did you have some near

misses because of the way
you handled certain situa-
tions? Did you occasional-
ly stop and help someone
who was broken down by
the side of the road? If you
got pulled over, perhaps by
a doctor who alerted you to
potential medical prob-
lems, did you take the
warning seriously or did
you go speeding on ahead
as if there would be no con-
sequences?

M o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,
Christian, did you keep
your focus where it belongs
or were you constantly dis-
tracted by things that were

off to the side instead of
“aiming high” as they tell
you to do in Driver’s Ed? If
you were distracted, the
path behind you is proba-
bly pretty crooked, with
wild skid marks giving ev-
idence of a course that was
far from straight. You may
have even taken detours
that mean you are no-
where near as far along in
your journey as you had
intended to be.

That backward glance
may leave you totally sat-
isfied. On the other hand,
it might not be so reassur-
ing, but knowing where

you went wrong gives you
the information you need
to self-correct. It provides
that “aim high” reminder
to keep your focus on God.
Staying focused on Him,
and following the course
He lays out for us, is what
ensures that we will not
only reach our ultimate
destination but will accom-
plish those things He has
planned for us along the
way. Because yes, He has
plans for us. He tells us so
in Jeremiah 29:11 (CSB):
“‘For I know the plans I
have for you’—this is the
LORD’s declaration—
’plans for your well-being,
not for disaster, to give you
a future and a hope.’”

So I encourage you to
take that backward glance
today, to assess the path
behind you and adjust ac-
cordingly so you can drive
confidently into 2024.

www.myhillsidefamily.com
@myhillsidefamily

Breast Cancer Under 40: A Young Mother’s Fight
Houston Methodist Hospital Baytown

October is Breast Cancer
Awareness Month, a time to
reflect on the prevalence
and impact of this all-to-
common disease. Breast
cancer is the second most
common cancer among
women  in  the  Uni ted
States. While most breast
cancers are found in wom-
en 50 years old or older, the
disease can also affect
younger women. Women
such as 39-year-old Bambi
Stewart of Mont Belvieu.

The single mother of
three recalls the moment
when her life took an unex-
p e c t e d  t u r n .  “ I t  w a s
Thanksgiving week last
year. I just noticed some
swelling in my breast,” said
Stewart. She immediately
scheduled an appointment
with her OBGYN, who first
prescribed a week’s worth
of antibiotics to see if the
spot might be an infected
duct. But, after six days of
the drugs, Stewart said
nothing had changed.

“That is when he sent me
to the Breast Care Center
at Houston Methodist Bay-
town with orders for imag-
ing,” said Stewart. “The
following week, I went for
the mammogram and ultra-
sound and that’s when they
found five small tumors in
my breast.”

When Dr.  Ana Ben-
veniste, breast radiologist
at Houston Methodist Bay-
town Hospital, saw the tu-
mors in Stewart’s images,

she asked her staff to clear
the next afternoon’s sched-
ule for a biopsy.

“We diagnosed Bambi
with stage 3C, invasive duc-
tal carcinoma. This is the
most common breast cancer
and makes up about 80% of
all breast cancers,” Ben-
veniste explained.

On December 16, Stew-
art got the call with the di-

agnos i s ,  and  she  was
shocked. “I have no family
history of cancer, and I
wasn’t even supposed to get
my first mammogram for
another year and a half.
The swelling I experienced
literally showed up over-
night, so I really wasn’t
thinking cancer,”  said
Stewart.

The new year brought

the beginning of Stewart’s
treatment. As a single
mother of three, she opted
not to tell her children ini-
tially but soon realized she
needed to have the incredi-
bly tough conversation.

“Finally, I took them to
their dad’s, and we sat them
down together and told
them. Of course, my 9-year-
old and 11-year-old thought
this meant I would die. I
was careful not to make
promises but told them that
was not the plan and that
we would fight. Our plan is
to win,” said Stewart. “My
children are the inspiration
for my fight, I have to be
there for them.”

Stewart’s treatment plan
included 20 weeks of che-
motherapy and a mastecto-
my. Now, she is undergoing
radiation, which she will
complete next month.

“I have a hysterectomy
scheduled because my can-
cer is hormone driven, and
then I will take a chemo pill
for two years,” said Stew-
art.

Stewart has also made it
her mission to educate as
many people as possible
about breast cancer, espe-
cially those who don’t yet
qualify for a mammogram
or have no family history.

“God gave me a platform
to share my story because
there are people out there
who will face this and have
no idea what they will face.
I want to be that friendly
face that is there to help,”
said Stewart.

She also has advice for
everyone, “Listen to your
body.  When you think
something is wrong, be your
own advocate and find a
doctor who will listen to you
and fight for you. I am
thankful I had that with all
of my doctors.”

Dr. Benveniste agrees,
“No one knows your body
better than yourself. If you
notice any change in your
breasts – the shape, nipple
changes, palpable findings
or nipple discharge, please
make an appointment with
your physician. If you are
40 or over, be sure to sched-
ule your yearly mammo-
gram; it is a single, cheap
and fast study proven to
save lives.”

For more information
about breast cancer, visit
houstonmethodist.org/can-
cer/breast-cancer. You can
also call the Breast Care
Center at Houston Method-
ist Baytown Hospital at
346.292.7465.

Holiday traditions run
deep in the south, and the
Christmas on the Hill
Parade is one of our most
cherished Mont Belvieu
traditions. This special
event gives the community
the opportunity to support
our locals and 100% of the
parade entry fees brought
in from this parade are
given directly to the West
Chambers County Food
Pantry right here in Mont
Belvieu. Tis the season, so
let’s give back in one of
the most meaningful ways
we know how.

Parade info
The Christmas on the

Hill parade will be at 6:00
p.m. on December 3, 2023.

2023 Entry Fees
Entry fees are $50 per

entry and an additional $50
per vehicle included in
your parade set up. (Truck
+ float is 1 entry - limit one
float per entry)

2023 Parade Theme
The public has spoken

- the 2023 parade theme
will be Gingerbread Vil-
lage. This is optional for
your entry.

2023 Parade Awards
Best Spectacle – for the

Best of the Parade

Deck the Halls - for the
most creative entry

Most Festive Spirit – for
the most entertaining

Santa’s Little Helpers –
for the best school

Gingerbread Architect
- for the best theme-
based float

Santa’s Shop Award –
for the best business

Community Favorite –
public will vote during
the parade

Attention Spectators!
Pick your favorite view-

ing spot on the Barbers
Hill ISD side of Eagle
Drive. The parade is best
viewed from that side of
the road and that’s where
all of the candy & hand-
outs are given. Please
stay off medians and re-
main behind the barri-
cades for your safety.

Christmas on
The Hill
Parade

Date:
Nov 10 2023 7:00

PM

Location:
Barbers Hill Eagle

Stadium
9600 Eagle Drive
Mont Belvieu, TX

77580

This game will be
played at BH Eagle
Stadium and hope the
Eagles can come out
on top.

BH enters round 1
with a record of 8-2
and McKinney North
comes in with a 7-3
record

Football Varsity
District Playoff
Game - BH vs.
McKinney North
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

Glad to be Back

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

Fancy New
Gloves

My Auntie Jo gave me a
beautiful pair of gloves yes-
terday. They are elegant,
with embroidery on the top,
and I immediately did what
I usually do—I put them
away for safekeeping.

“I’ll wear these to some-
thing special!” I told myself.

I have a date to go with
my niece to see “Peter Pan”
in December. I decided I
would wear those gloves
when I go out with my beau-
tiful 20-year-old niece be-
fore she heads out to Spain
to study for a semester in
Madrid. That will certainly
be an occasion worthy of
these gloves, I thought.

“I might need a hat to
wear with these gloves,” I
got to thinking.

Winter hats, to be brutal-
ly honest, are usually one of
two things. They are fash-
ionable, or they are warm.
I know there are a few that
straddle the gap between
the two, but it is rare. I
went browsing online, look-
ing for a hat that might be
worthy of these gloves. I
thought how nice it is to
have things to look forward
to.

My husband, Peter, and
I will be returning to Mexi-
co for a few weeks before
Christmas, and I am look-
ing forward to that. I look
forward to  see ing  our
friends down there and
finding out what changes
there have been at the ho-
tel. Peter already has his
suitcase out and is steadily
popping things into it. I
know he enjoys this. He en-
joys the process of planning
his trip, one item at a time.
I usually wait until a day or
two beforehand and stuff
everything in at once.

But I have other things
to look forward to as well.

Yesterday, I went to
church with my Auntie Jo
and my sister. My sister’s
husband is a newly or-
dained minister, and he just
began work at his first
church. It is a late-in-life
new career, and he is very
good at it. His congregation
was warm and welcoming,
and he preached a great ser-
mon. Afterward, my sister
and my aunt and I went out,
had a cup of coffee and split
a couple of pastries at a
Mexican mercado. My sister
told us about her gardening
plans. I talked about our
planned trip to Mexico. My
aunt told us both how much
she enjoyed spending time
with us.

“We have to do this
again!” Auntie Jo said.

“When I’m back in De-
cember, for sure!” I an-
swered.

When they dropped me
off at home, my aunt gave
me the little gift bag with
the gloves inside.

“What is this?” I asked.
“It’s for your birthday,”

she told me, which was sur-
prising, since my birthday
was three months ago.

Time passes so quickly.
We will be in Mexico soon
and back before we know it.
Another Christmas will
come, and a new year will
be here.

I thought of how quickly
the months go by. Then I
went to the coat closet,
reached up on the shelf,
pulled down those beautiful
gloves my aunt had just giv-
en me, and I put them on.

There is no need to save
these gloves for a special
day.

Because this day—this
going to church together
and having coffee and shar-
ing pastries and plans
day—was as special as any
day could be. I don’t know
how many more days I will
spend with my sister and
Auntie Jo. I hope there will
be many. But I don’t know.
None of us do.

So I put on my fancy new
gloves with my jacket and
my walking shoes, and I
headed out the door.

Till next time,
Carrie

COUNTY
MATTERS

Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo

✯

Harris County, it feels so wonderful to be home!
I’ve been living with depression for a very long
time, and this summer I finally sought the
treatment that I needed. Right now I am feeling
so lucky — lucky that I had the doctors to help me
pinpoint what was wrong, lucky that I had the
support system to help me get the care I needed,
and lucky that you, the constituents that elected
me as County Judge, have shown me so much
support and understanding. The messages and
calls I have received were so incredibly powerful
and encouraging.

I know I’m not alone in facing depression. In
our country, there’s a perfect storm brewing when
it comes to mental health. Even before the pan-
demic, mental illness was one of the most com-
mon health problems among adults in the U.S. As
a result of COVID, in Harris County we saw an
increase in substance abuse, and many residents
reported heightened stress and anxiety. Two
years into the pandemic, the Texas Children’s
Hospital recorded an 800% jump in children and
youth intakes related to behavioral health. And
in Texas, 62% of people living with a mental
illness do not receive any treatment.

I am coming forward and speaking about my
experience because I don’t want other people to
feel like they have to suffer in silence. I was
fortunate enough to be able to get treatment, and
I want to demystify mental health care so that
others feel comfortable getting treatment as well.
This month is National Depression and Health
Screening Month, and there is never a better time
than the present to seek help. If you are in need
of mental health resources, please contact the
Harris Center or your health provider. Below are
some resources you can reach out to:

    The Harris Center: You can call Harris
County’s 24/7 crisis line at 713-970-7000 or visit
www.theharriscenter.org.

    The National 988 Suicide and Crisis Line: If
you know someone outside of Harris County who
needs help, encourage them to call the National
Crisis Lifeline at 9-8-8.

I know that my story won’t singlehandedly
change the way we think about mental health,
but I hope it does bring us one step closer to
ending the stigma. My journey fighting depres-
sion isn’t over, but now I have the tools I need for
the road ahead. I am dedicated to making those
tools accessible to everyone in Harris County who
needs them.

Sincerely,

Lina Hidalgo

Judge Lina Hidalgo reading letters of support on her return to work.

Research shows us that kids who participate in
a high-quality early childhood program are more
likely to graduate from college and less likely to
be involved in the criminal justice system, become
homeless, or struggle with food insecurity.
Despite this, there are not enough high-quality
child care seats for kids in Harris County.

In October, Harris County Commissioners
Court approved four awards totaling $15.5
million to community organizations Children at
Risk, the East Harris County Empowerment
Council, VN Teamwork, Inc., and the YMCA of
Greater Houston to form the Early Learning
Quality Network. Together, the organizations
will support and connect child care providers in
establishing guidelines for high quality care in
the community. The initiative is another piece of
Harris County’s much larger strategy to invest in
early childhood education and quality child care.
Based on other cities who have implemented
similar programs, an estimated 4,000 children in
Harris County will receive a higher-quality child
care experience as a result of this program.

New Childcare openings created

COUNTY NEWS
Harris County Judge

Lina Hidalgo

✯
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Special Session Likely to End with
No Voucher Deal

As the clock ran down on
the Legislature’s third special
session, Texas House and
Senate leaders exchanged
barbs over Gov. Greg Abbott’s
school choice bill and border
security proposals, the Austin
American-Statesman report-
ed.

In a social media post, Lt.
Gov. Dan Patrick said House
Speaker Dade Phelan “wast-
ed another special session” as
that chamber failed to even
consider Abbott’s measure to
use public money for private
tuition, commonly known as
vouchers.

The Senate early in the
session passed a school choice
measure that has gone no-
where in the House, where a
combination of Democrats and
rural Republican lawmakers
have stood firm in opposition
to vouchers since the regular
session began in January.

Caught in the rift between
the two chambers’ leaders is
a House border security bill
that originally allowed law en-
forcement officers to expel
anyone who illegally crosses
the border. Patrick led efforts
in the Senate to change the
bill to require officers to hand
over illegal migrants to feder-
al authorities.

“The Speaker is desperate
to improve his border creden-
tials with conservatives and
sent the House version of HB4
over to the Senate,” Patrick
said .  “The  b i l l ’ s  author
claimed it’s the toughest bor-
der bill ever, but it is simply
a Texas-sized catch-and-re-
lease bill.”

Phelan called the Senate’s
revamped version “a long-
term, state-funded hospitali-
t y  p r o g r a m  f o r  i l l e g a l
immigrants” and said the
House would not accept the
Senate’s version, the States-
man reported.

Abbott is considered likely
soon to call a fourth special
session.

PAXTON’S SECURITIES FRAUD
TRIAL SET FOR APRIL 15

More than eight years af-
ter being charged with secu-
rities fraud, Texas Attorney
General Ken Paxton will go to
trial in Houston on April 15,
according to the Texas Tri-
bune. State District Judge
Andrea Beall scheduled the

trial during a hearing last
week. Paxton is accused of try-
ing to solicit investors in a
McKinney technology compa-
ny without disclosing the com-
pany was paying him to
promote its stock, a charge he
has denied.

Paxton was acquitted in
September in an impeach-
ment trial in the Senate.

Beall also ruled last week
that Collin County must pay
special prosecutors $300 an
hour for their work in the
case. The county had attempt-
ed to limit their pay to $2,000
total, according to The Dallas
Morning News. The judge
called that amount “wholly
unreasonable” and “arbitrary
and capricious.” The legal fees
have been estimated in the
hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars.

Paxton could face up to 99
in years in prison if convicted
of the most serious charges.

TEXAS IS WORLD’S BITCOIN
MINING CAPITAL

For better or worse, Texas
is now the Bitcoin mining cap-
ital of the world, which could
have an impact on the ER-
COT-run power grid, accord-
ing to The News.

Bitcoin mining requires
vast amounts of electricity.
Companies are also earning
millions of dollars in energy
credits by voluntarily shut-
ting down when the grid is
reaching capacity. For exam-
ple, a large-scale Bitcoin op-
eration in Rockdale received
$31.7 million in energy cred-
its for powering down – near-
ly four times what it made
actually mining Bitcoin that
month, according to Texas
Monthly.

Bitcoin mining companies

in Texas now account for
about half of all Bitcoin min-
ing in the United States,
which also makes it the world
leader. Bitcoin mining ac-
counts for up to 3% of indus-
trial power usage in Texas,
according to The News.

TEXAS JOB GROWTH FALLS
BELOW NATIONAL RATE

For the first time since last
November, Texas job growth
fell below the national rate in
August, according to the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank of Dallas.
However, from last December
through August 2023, the
state’s job growth outpaced
the U.S.

The state comptroller’s of-
fice has pulled back from a
January prediction of a mild
recession for Texas.

“We anticipated slower
growth in our revenue esti-
mate, but we also know that
Texas’ economy is better po-
sitioned than other state econ-
omies  and  the  nat iona l
economy to absorb slower
growth rates,” Comptroller
Glenn Hegar said.

His office credits a diverse
economy and relatively low
taxes and regulation for the
state’s economic successes.
Migration also plays a crucial
role, according to Pia Orre-
nius with the Fed.

“Really, the secret sauce in
Texas is the economic growth
that is sustained by both firms
and people moving to the
state,” she said.

STATE FUNDING DOESN’T
COVER SCHOOL SECURITY
MANDATES

New laws that require
school districts to enact a
number of safety measures in
the wake of the Uvalde school
shooting are costing school
districts far more than the
$1.4 billion that was allocat-
ed, superintendents across
the state told the Texas Tri-
bune.

A measure that would have
allocated an additional $4.5
billion died because of squab-
bling over voucher programs,
and the same appears to be
likely in the latest special ses-
sion.

Hearne ISD superinten-
dent Adrain Johnson said his
rural district has been forced
to spend its own money on
new safety measures.

“It’s disappointing that we
didn’t get the funding to do it
at a level that doesn’t hurt the
district and allows us to keep
most of our funding dedicat-
ed to the education of chil-
dren,” he said.

TEXAS STILL TOP STATE FOR
DOMESTIC MIGRATION

Texas in 2022 continued to
be the leading destination for
people moving to another
state in the U.S., according to
the Texas Demographic Cen-
ter.

“Texas has consistently
been one of the fastest-grow-
ing states in the country, and
the flow of individuals and
families moving to the Lone
Star State has played a pivot-
al role in this growth,” accord-
ing to the TDC.

Most of the people moving
to Texas came from Califor-
nia, Florida, Oklahoma and
Colorado, the report said.
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E N T E R T A I N M E N T

FOOTBALL
SCORES &
SCHEDULES

LAST WEEK’S SCORES
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2
North Shore 55, Kingwood 7
Spring 40, Aldine Eisenhower 10
Spring Westfield 70, Aldine 0
Fort Bend Marshall 41, Dayton 7

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 3
Porter 27, Barbers Hill 21 1OT
Baytown Lee 28, Baytown Sterling

21
Port Neches-Groves 41, Galena

Park 7
Crosby 61, Goose Creek Memorial

0
Little Cypress-Mauriceville 42,

Huffman Hargrave 28
Davis 41, MacArthur 7
Dekaney 50, Nimitz 21
C. E. King 62, Beaumont West

Brook 7

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4
Channelview 45, Pasadena

Memorial 40

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
6A D1 PLAYOFFS
Deer Park (9-1) at Galena Park

North Shore (10-0) Thursday at
7 p.m., Galena Park ISD
Stadium

Spring (5-5) at The Woodlands (7-
3), Thursday at 7 p.m. at
Shenandoah’s Woodforest
Bank Stadium

Conroe (5-5) at Spring Westfield
(8-2), Friday 7 p.m. at Spring’s
Planet Ford Stadium

6A D2 PLAYOFFS
Aldine Nimitz (8-2) at Willis (10-0),

Friday 7 p.m. at Willis Yates
Stadium

Conroe Oak Ridge (7-3) at Spring
DeKaney (8-2), Saturday 6
p.m. at Spring’s Planet Ford
Stadium

Sheldon C.E. King (7-3) at
Channelview (5-5), Friday 7
p.m. at Channelview’s Maddry
Memorial Stadium

5A D1 PLAYOFFS
McKinney North (7-3) at Barbers

Hill (8-2), Friday 7 p.m. at Mont
Belvieu’s Eagle Stadium

ters nearby.
“I approached the state

organizat ion  and  ex -
plained they could benefit
from a chapter in this
area,” she said.

It took a couple of years
to get final approval, but
Spear received notification
the application had been
approved in December of
last year for her to begin
organizing and building an
interest list.

“Our list grew to 80 and
I hosted several interest
meetings and we had 25 at
their first meeting in Oc-
tober,” Spear said.

Founded in 1890, the
National Society of the
Daughters of the American

Crosby DAR Chapter,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Revolution have dedicated
themselves to historical
preservation, promotion of
education, and encourage-
ment of patriotic endeavor
for more than a century.

The national organiza-
tion’s work is accomplished
with the grassroot efforts
of local chapters who en-
courage members to get
involved in those endeav-
ors.

“The DAR is the largest
women’s service organiza-
tion in the country. We’re
a non-partisan service
group and our motto is
God, home, and country.
That’s who we serve,” she
said.

Spear said one of the

best parts of DAR is the
camaraderie and friend-
ships created performing
service in the community.

S ince  the  g roup  i s
named the Daughters of
the American Revolution,
members must have some
connection to a patriot.

“Our eligibility require-
ments are a female over
the age of 18, and you have
to prove lineal descent to
someone who served or
rendered aid during the
war,” she explained. “They
don’t necessarily have to
have been a soldier, but
they could have been a
shop owner who donated
supplies to the troops or
many other avenues,” she

said.
Tracing the history is

not difficult as most of the
lineage work can be done
online with the help of the
organization’s experts who
have traced many of the
patriots already.

“A registrar would help
you look for a line that’s
already proven. And you
can piggyback off the re-
search that other people
have done. We did have
one person (from Crosby)
who actually established a
new patriot, so that was
really cool. Her file was re-
ally, really thick because
she had to go all the way
back to the Revolution, but
they established a new pa-

triot for her, which was re-
ally exciting,” she said.
“That’s a really big deal.”

The naming of the chap-
ter as the Old 300 Chapter
was a nod to Humphrey
Jackson who established
Crosby and was granted
just in time for the 200-
year anniversary of the
town.

On September 24, the
day following the bicenten-
nial celebration, the orga-
nizat ion hosted their
organizing celebration.

“We’ve already per-
formed our first service
project at the Lynch Cem-
etery in Crosby where the
Humphrey Jackson monu-
ment is placed. We did
some beautification, weed
pulling and made it easier

to get into the cemetery. It
will be an ongoing project
since there’s a lot to be
done,” she said.

The fence is collapsing
around the cemetery and
they’re working with a
fence company to help.
They also discovered the
monument was listing to
one side and are searching
for a foundation company
that can help them level
the marker. At their orga-
nizing meeting, they host-
e d  t h e  g r e a t ,  g r e a t
grandson of Humphrey
Jackson.

To learn more about the
organization and their
work, contact Spear at HY-
P E R L I N K
“mailto:old300chapter
@gmail.com”.

HIGHLANDS ROTARY
CLUB NEWS

✯

Highlands Horizons members Delene Cotten and Chrissa Cotten Teel are guests at
the Highlands Rotary Club luncheon last week. Club president Denise Smith thanks
them for all they do for the community.

Highlands Horizons visit Rotary
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A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Star ✯ Courier
Your Hometown Newspaper
News tips and Ad Inquiries:

713-266-3444

TRACTOR
REPAIR

TRACTOR
REPAIR

TRACTOR
REPAIR

TRACTOR
REPAIR

38-8T

FOR SALE FOR SALE

37-2t

FOR SALE

Reduced by $25,000 1.6 Acres
cleared Mobile or Home pad, 3 car

garage, partially fenced, electric pole,
driveway $250,000. Crosby Tx.

Call 281-455-7759

Mobile Tractor
Repair & Service

Oil change, Lube, Light Repair
East Harris, West Liberty,

Chambers Counties
832-530-0054

✯     S P O R T S     P A G E    ✯

KEENEY’s

KORNER
BY

MIKE KEENEY

As the college football season
enters its final three weeks, things
are starting to heat up in a number of
conferences.

In the Big 12, Texas will hit the
road to Fort Worth to take on a TCU
team that has struggled this year.
Last year, Sonny Dyke’s Horned
Frogs made it to the College Football
Playoff title game, where they were
routed by Georgia (65-7). It’s been a
tough year for the Frogs this year,
but an upset win over No. 7-ranked
UT would make their season.

Texas head coach Steve
Sarkisian is well aware his team
needs to win out to have a shot at
playing in the Big 12 title game in
Arlington on Dec. 2. Two weeks ago,
Texas dominated BYU with back-up
Maalik Murphy who filled in
admirably for starter Quinn Ewers,
who missed the game with a
shoulder injury. Murphy tossed two
TD passes and led the UT offense to
35 points. If Ewers is out again this
weekend, the UT offense should be
in solid hands with Murphy under
center.

Other key games this weekend
has Miami visiting No. 4-ranked
Florida State as the two long-time
and bitter rivals meet in Tallahassee.
The Seminoles won their first eight
games and have their sights set on
not only an ACC title, but a spot in
the CFP playoffs.

No. 8-ranked Alabama hits the
road to take on a Kentucky team that
could prove to be a thorn in Nick
Saban’s side. The Crimson Tide will
be coming off an emotional and
physical game against LSU the
previous week, so it will be
interesting to see what they have left
in the tank.

There’s a big one in the Big 10 at
No. 2-ranked Michigan visits No. 9-
ranked Penn State. PSU head coach
James Franklin is 4-15 against Ohio
State and Michigan, and the Nittany
Lion faithful are sick and tired of
losing to the two premiere teams in
the conference. Michigan has been
embroiled in a bit of controversy as
the NCAA and the federal
government are investigating
charges that the Wolverines have
been stealing signs from opponents
over the last couple of seasons.

In the SEC, No. 11-ranked

Mississippi visits No. 1-ranked
Georgia as Lane Kiffin’s high–
powered offense will take on the
stingy Bulldog defense between the
hedges on Saturday.

In the Pac 12, No. 24-ranked
USC visits No. 6-ranked Oregon, in
what should be an offensive
shootout. The Trojans can score with
any team in the country, their
problem is their defense is
horrendous. In their last five games,
the USC defense has given up 213
points (47 points per game). That
unit had better get better quickly if
they hope to slow down the high-
scoring Ducks.

In NFL action this weekend,
Week 10 features some interesting
matchups. Cleveland visits Baltimore
in a key AFC North contest. The
Browns hope to have starting QB
Deshaun Watson back. Watson has
missed much of the season dealing
with an injured throwing shoulder.

The Texans, who two weeks ago
dropped a tough 15-13 decision at
Carolina, have a tough one this
Sunday when they visit Cincinnati to
take on a very hot Bengals team.

The Cowboys host the hapless
Giants, while the struggling 49ers
(losers of three straight games
heading into last week’s bye) take on
the surging Jaguars in Jacksonville.
Sunday Night Football features the
Jets at the Raiders, and week 10
concludes on Monday Night Football
with the Broncos visiting the Bills.

Let’s review last week’s record. A
9-3 week brought the season record
to 63-35 (66%).

Now, onto this weekend’s game.

NCAA

Miami at Florida State: This
used to be one of the biggest games

annually in college football, but both
programs have been down a bit over
the last decade but it appears Florida
State is on its way back, while Miami
is still looking to regain that old
magic form. FSU is ranked No. 4 in
the country, while Miami has won six
of its first eight games. The
Seminoles have one of the top dual-
threat QBs in Jordan Travis (2,109
passing yards, 18 TDs/205 rushing
yards, 6 TDs), and he has plenty of
weapons in running back Troy
Benson (574 yards, 7 TDs) and wide
receivers Keon Coleman (35
receptions, 538 yards, 9 TDs) and
Johnny Wilson (25 receptions, 415
yards, 2 TDs). Miami is led by QB
Tyler VanWinkle (1,884 yards, 16
TDs/8 interceptions). Look for FSU
to roll over their in-state rivals on
Saturday. My pick, Florida State 34,
Miami 16

Alabama at Kentucky: The
Crimson Tide visit Kentucky after
coming off what should be an
emotional and physical game against
LSU. Saban will have his team ready
to take on a Wildcats team that has a
suspect defense. Look for ‘Bama QB
Jalen Milroe (1,617 yards, 13 TDs)
running back Jase McClellan (569
yards, 4 TDs) and wide receiver
Jermaine Burton (23 receptions, 505
yards, 5 TDs) to carve up the
Kentucky defense. My pick, Alabama
33, Kentucky 14

Michigan at Penn State: A big
one in the Big 10 has the Wolverines
visiting the Nittany Lions in a game
PSU head coach James Franklin
badly needs to win. As mentioned
earlier, Franklin is just 4-15 against
the league’s top two teams, Ohio
State and Michigan. His offense
could be in for a long day as it will
face a Wolverine defense that allows
just 6 points per game (Michigan has

allowed just 47 points in its first eight
games). PSU has some weapons on
offense led by QB Drew Aller (1,655
yards, 16 TDs), running back
Kaytron Allen (482 yards, 3 TDs) and
wide receiver Keandre Lambert-
Smith (43 receptions, 550 yards, 4
TDs). Michigan is pretty good on
offense as well led by QB J.J.
McCarthy (1,789 yards, 18 TDs),
running back Blake Corum (605
yards, 13 TDs) and wide receiver
Roman Wilson (27 receptions, 446
yards, 10 TDs). Look for the
Michigan defense to put the clamps
down on the Penn State offense as
the Wolverines set their sights on a
showdown with No. 3-ranked Ohio
State on Thanksgiving weekend. My
pick, Michigan 26, Penn State 8

Mississippi at Georgia: Lane
Kiffin and his No. 11-ranked Rebels
will try to end Georgia’s 26 game
winning streak. Good luck with that.
The Bulldogs lost a ton of talent from
last year’s national championship
team, but head coach Kirby Smart
has simply reloaded. First-year
starting QB Carson Beck (2,462
yards, 14 TDs) has the offense
humming. He has a solid running
back in Daijun Edwards (555 yards,
8 TDs) and wide receiver Dominic
Lovett (35 receptions, 365 yards, 1
TD). Ole Miss has some offensive
weapons of their own in QB Jaxon
Dart (2,080 passing yards, 14 TDs/
326 rushing yards, 7 TDs), speedy
running back Quinshon Judkins (691
yards, 9 TDs) and big-play wideout
Jordan Watkins (39 receptions, 580
yards, 2 TDs). Look for the Georgia
defense to slow down the speedy
Rebs as the ‘Dogs look to wrap up
the SEC East. My pick, Georgia 36,
Mississippi 18

Texas at TCU: No. 7-ranked
Texas visits TCU on Saturday
looking to remain in the hunt for a
spot in the Big 12 title game on Dec.
2. UT might still be without starting
QB Quinn Ewers (1,915 passing
yards, 13 TDs) who injured his
shoulder on Oct. 21 and backup
Maalik Murphy (217 yards, 2 TDs)
took care of the ‘Horns offense two
weeks ago in a 35-6 win over BYU
by throwing two touchdown passes.
Head coach Steve Sarkisian said
he’s confident the UT offense will be
fine with Murphy under center. Texas
has one of the nation’s best running
backs in Jonathon Brooks (923
yards, 7 TDs) and an explosive wide
receiver in Xavier Worthy (44
receptions, 572 yards, 4 TDs). TCU
has struggled this year and is down
to its second QB, but they have a

solid running back in Emani Bailey
(851 yards, 2 TDs). Look for the UT
defense to bottle up Bailey and
attack TCU early and often on
offense. My pick, Texas 38, TCU 12

USC at Oregon: No. 24-ranked
USC visits No. 6-ranked Oregon in a
key Pack 12 game for both teams.
USC had national title aspirations
when the season began, and while
they have a lot of talent on offense
led by last year’s Heisman Trophy
winner in QB Caleb Williams (2,646
passing yards, 25 TDs/130 rushing
yards, 9 TDs), running back
MarShawn Lloyd (766 yards, 8 TDs)
and wide receiver Tahj Washington
(35 receptions, 711 yards, 5 TDs),
their defense has been dreadful in
their last five games. That unit has
given up 213 points (47 per game)
and if they don’t improve by
Saturday, it could be another long
day for Lincoln Riley’s team. The
Ducks are loaded on offense led by
QB Bo Nix (2,337 yards, 21 TDs),
running back Bucky Irving (732
yards, 8 TDs) and wide receiver Troy
Franklin (52 receptions, 867 yards, 9
TDs). Look for the Ducks offense to
roll the USC defense as Oregon
looks to land a spot in the Pac 12
title game. My pick, Oregon 41, USC
26

NFL

Cleveland at Baltimore: The
Ravens host the Browns in an
important AFC North game for both
teams. The Browns have remained
in the division race thanks to a stout
defense, but they need to get
Deshaun Watson (683 yards, 4 TDs)
back under center if they hope to
remain in playoff contention.
Cleveland has found a capable
replacement for the injured Nick
Chubb at running back in Jerome
Ford (381 yards, 2 TDs), but he will
face a stout Ravens defense that will
look to take him out of the game plan
early. The Ravens appear to be
putting things together on both sides
of the ball. The offense has put up 69
points in wins over Detroit and
Arizona. QB Lamar Jackson (1,767
passing yards, 9 TDs/380 rushing
yards, 5 TDs), has been playing well
and has been getting help from
running back Gus Edwards (426
yards, 5 TDs) and tight end Mark
Andrews (32 receptions, 397 yards,
6 TDs). Look for the Baltimore
defense to make some big plays in
the fourth quarter to pull out the win.
My pick, Baltimore 23, Cleveland 13

Houston at Cincinnati: Just

when Texans fans thought they
might have a playoff team, the
hometown team lays an egg and
loses to a winless Carolina team two
weeks ago. Things get decidedly
more difficult this week when
Houston travels to Cincinnati to face
a red hot Bengals team. Houston QB
C.J. Stroud (1,800 yards, 9 TDs) and
wide receiver Nico Collins (33
receptions, 577 yards, 3 TDs) will
have their hands full against a pretty
good Cinci defense. The Texans
defense will also have its hands full
taking on a hot Joe Burrow (1,513
yards, 10 TDs), running back Joe
Mixon (453 yards, 2 TDs) and big-
play wide receivers Ja’Marr Chase
(60 receptions, 656 yards, 4 TDs)
and Tyler Boyd (33 receptions, 244
yards, 2 TDs). Look for Burrow and
Chase to have a big day to make it a
long day for the Texans. My pick,
Cincinnati 33, Houston 16

New York Giants at Dallas:
These two teams met in Week 1 in
New Jersey and the Cowboys
defense dominated the Giants en
route to a 40-0 victory. That game
appeared to set the tone for the
Giants who have been one of the
more disappointing teams this year
after making the playoffs in 2022. NY
should have starting QB Daniel
Jones back for this game after he
missed three games with a neck
injury, but it won’t matter against a
stout Dallas defense. Look for Micah
Parsons and Co. to shut down NY
running back Saquon Barkley (412
yards, 7 TDs) early and then go after
Jones. The Dallas offense put up 43
points two weeks ago at home
against the Rams and will be going
after its 12th straight home win. Look
for a big day from QB Dak Prescott
(1,637 yards, 10 TDs) and wide
receiver CeeDee Lamb (46
receptions, 633 yards, 3 TDs) as the
Cowboys win another easy one over
the Giants. My pick, Dallas 34, New
York Giants 13

Denver at Buffalo: Week 10
concludes on Monday Night Football
with the Broncos visiting the Bills.
Two weeks ago, Russell Willson
(1,613 yards, 16 TDs) and Denver
upset the defending Super Bowl
champion Kansas City Chiefs 24-9,
while the Bill hung on to defeat
Tampa Bay. Buffalo needs to get
things going, so look for QB Josh
Allen (2,165 passing yards, 17 TDs/
189 rushing yards, 5 TDs) and wide
receiver Stefon Diggs (64
receptions, 748 yards, 6 TDs) to
have a big night as Buffalo looks to
get on a roll. My pick, Buffalo 31,
Denver 16

SEASON FOOTBALL WEEK 11

Longhorns looking to take care of business at TCU:
Texans face tough road test against hot Bengals

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

42-2t

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

42-2t

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that Original Letters
Testamentary for Docket No. 519137;
Estate of NORMAN D. (DOUGLAS)
SMITH Deceased; In Probate Court No. 2
of Harris County, Texas, were issued on
OCTOBER 25, 2023 to:

AMANDA JO BALL WOOD

The residence address of the
administrator is in Harris County, Texas.
The mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 E. Wallisville Road

Highlands, TX 77562

All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present them
within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.
Dated this NOVEMBER 2, 2023

by   WESTON COTTEN
    Attorney for the Estate
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ing, and jobs, and the
advancement of fair and
free elections,” Ellis said in
a statement.

Ellis is temporarily pre-
siding over Commissioners
Court while County Judge
Lina Hidalgo is on an ex-
tended medical leave.
Hidalgo is expected to re-
turn to work full time on
Oct. 2.

The meeting was nota-
bly amiable, particularly
compared to last year’s
p a r t i s a n  b u d g e t
showdown over allegations
that the Democrat-con-
trolled court was “defund-
ing” law enforcement.

On Tuesday, Precinct 3
Commissioner Tom Ram-
sey, the lone Republican on
the court, struck a concil-
iatory tone, praising the
budget office, law enforce-

ment allocations and even
his colleagues on the court.

“I want credit where
credit is due,” Ramsey
said. “We focused on what
was important to the peo-
ple of Harris County.”

Garcia and Precinct 4
Commiss ioner  Les ley
Briones said they appreci-
ated Ramsey’s leadership.

Ellis held back from
complimenting Ramsey,
joking that he wasn’t sure
whether praise from him
“would help you or not.”

Ramsey has indicated
he would support a tax
rate increase for the Har-
ris County Flood Control
District next year.

“The number of bayous
and drainage ditches and
culverts that we have to
maintain in the county,
that’s not sustainable in

County approves Budget,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

terms of how much we cur-
rently fund it,” Ramsey
said.

The state limits how
much Commiss ioners
Court can increase tax
rates without seeking vot-
er approval. Ramsey said
he would like to ask voters
for a substantial increase.

“What I’m advocating is
that  we  increase  the
amount that flood control
gets every year much
more,” Ramsey said.

Ellis took a shot at those
state-imposed limits on
Tuesday. While he called
the newly approved budget
a “step in the right direc-
tion,” he said “progress
was made despite Austin
politicians slashing vital
services by restricting our
ability to fund county gov-
ernment adequately.”

Day of the Dead
Celebration,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“He got sick, was put on
a ventilator and never
came back from that,” she
said. On Thursday, Nov. 2,
2023, his family gathered
around his tombstone at
Sterling-White Cemetery
in Highlands to celebrate
his memory on Dia De Los
Muertos, or Day of the
Dead.

The two-day holiday on
Nov. 1 and 2 is celebrated
in Mexico and other Latin
American countries with
rituals such as construct-
ing altars, ofrendas, or of-
ferings to the dead which
includes decorating the
gravesite.

It is the second year
that the Sterling-White
Funeral Home and Ceme-
tery staff and families
have commemorated the
holiday with the public.

“The loved one’s com-
mune with them on this
day with fun music, their
favorite food, and flowers.
And as you can see, they
are visiting with them in
the cemetery,” said Bella
Dion, managing partner at
Sterling-White.

The celebration wasn’t
limited to Sterling-White
customers.

“We welcome every-
body,” Dion said. “We let
everyone in the communi-
ty know that we were pre-
paring this event, and they
were invited to partici-
pate.”

On the tombstone of
Pirito lay an apple, a rosa-
ry, candle, and other items.

“The apple is part of a
tradition where you place
some of their favorite
foods,” his daughter Dora
said.

Lira said Nov. 1 is re-
served for the young dead.

“Those who died with
miscarriages, or babies
who didn’t make it. So, it’s
like the angels,” she said,
and explained Nov. 2 was
reserved for the older dead.

Lira said her father’s
family shows up to Pirito’s
gravesite on his birthday,
the anniversary of his
death, and on Dia De Los
Muertos.

The family later said a
rosary on his behalf.

As part of the celebra-
tion, the Crosby High
School CTE Floral Design
students created floral ar-
rangements for the altar.

“They made a magnifi-
cent altar piece for today’s
Dia de Los Muertos cele-
bration at Sterling-White
Funeral Home & Ceme-
tery. Ms. Walton & her stu-
dents use marigolds to
celebrate life and add a pop
of color,” said a thankful
Dion.

More than 200 people
participated in the celebra-
tion which included a mar-

iachi band, tacos, and face
painting.

“Many came as a family
to celebrate and that’s
what we’re all about,” she
said.

DiaDeLosMuertos 05 – The Parga
tombstone is decorated with relics
that are reminders and favorites
from his life.

Little Kendra gets her face painted by Nancy Rodriguez, one of the
counselors for Sterling-White Funeral Home.

A mariachi band played during the Dia De Los Muertos celebration at
Sterling-White Funeral Home and Cemetery on Thursday, Nov. 2.
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