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WHITMIRE INAUGURATED AS HOUSTON’S 63RD MAYOR
A Personal Account of the Event
By Allan Jamail

Houston, TX. ~ January
2, 2024 ~ At 9:30 am in the
Gus S. Wortham Theater
Center/Alice and George
Brown Theater, North
Channel Star writer Allan
Jamail lined up next to the
media representatives of all
the major news organiza-
tion to bring the NC Star
readers his photos along
with his account of his
friend Houston’s Mayor
John Whitmire’s Inaugura-
tion.

The program partici Mayor Whitmire takes the Oath of Office with his hand resting on two Bibles held by his
daughters Whitney Whitmire Jenkins (left) and Sarah Whitmire. The oath was given by Judge
Victor Trevino III.  (Photo by Allan Jamail)

John Harris Whitmire, Houston’s 63rd Mayor gives his
Inaugural Address at the Wortham Center.
(Photo by Allan Jamail)Continued. See WHITMIRE , Page 2

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

With the turn of the cal-
endar, new leadership will
take over for the struggling
Highlands-Lynchburg
Chamber of Commerce.
The challenges for the
chamber have been many
over the last few years, but
a well-attended November
and December meeting
gives hope that the organi-
zation will survive and
thrive.

Incoming president Jim
Wadzinski believes with
certainty the organization
will continue to lead the
community and provide
necessary services.

“I’m thinking that the
Highlands-Lynchburg
area has an even more cru-
cial need for a chamber
than most places,” Wadz-
inski said.

He pointed to the fact
that the community is sit-
uated in an unincorporat-
ed area of the county
absent municipal leader-

ship to address needs.
“Where do you go?” Wadzinski asked.
At their first board meeting of the year last Wednes-

day, Wadzinski said Wallisville Road was a topic of con-
versation.

“We were informed that some of the pavement in front
of the Chinquapin Preparatory School at 2615 East Wal-
lisville Road, in Highlands had collapsed,” the new cham-
ber president said. “That’s a real issue with that

roadway.”
It was brought up with

county officials and early
Thursday morning, Wadz-
inski said they had been
informed that Precinct
Two engineering was ap-
proving plans, and a crew
was ready to go to work on
the roadway since it was a
dangerous situation.

“That’s a perfect exam-
ple of what an active cham-
ber can do,” he said. “In a
community, like High-
lands in an unincorporat-
ed area where there’s no
city office to call, it be-
comes a little muddy in
terms of who do we con-
tact, especially now that
they’ve redistricted Pre-
cinct Two and Precinct
Three.”

Establishing those rela-
tionships and knowing
who to call to get action,
Wadzinski said, is a vital
piece of the puzzle for a
chamber in a small or un-
incorporated community
such as Highlands-Lynch-
burg.

“That’s why we need an
active, vibrant chamber
and it’s our intention to re-

activate this chamber and
return it back to the point
where we can once again
be the ‘go-to’ for the com-
munity,” he explained.

Wadzinski also prom-
ised that many of the pre-
vious events that used to
be hosted by the chamber
will return.

“In February, we will
host our gala and asking
the community for Terry
Davis Award nominees,
we’ll revitalize our month-
ly luncheons, and continue
featuring students of the
month from Highlands
Junior, Highlands Ele-
mentary, and BP Hopper,”
he said.

Wadzinski said they
also hoped to continue the
Partners In Education pro-
gram as well.

“We need the business
community to rejoin and
support what we’re doing,”
he asked.

“We can’t do any of this
without the businesses to
support us. We need to

Highlands community dependent on
successful chamber of commerce

Incoming Chamber President Jim Wadzinski spoke to the luncheon attendees
on the significance of their participation in the chamber of commerce in
Highlands. At Chamber Luncheon this week, January 11, members will vote
for new board members and officers, and hear plans for the new year.

Continued. See HIGHLANDS
CHAMBER, Page 2

Effort currently underway to Revitalize organization

Public Health Watch has
done a deep investigation
into environmental hazards
in Channelview and along
the San Jacinto River, in-
cluding long-term exposure
to benzene, a known car-
cinogen.

The group will present
the results of its investiga-
tion and ask a panel of ex-
perts to talk about solu-
tions.

The meeting wil l  be
held:

Friday, January 12 from
5:30 PM - 7:30 PM

At the Flukinger Commu-
nity Center

16003 Lorenzo St, Chan-
nelview, TX 77530

5:30 Doors and re-
freshments

6:00 Panel discussion
6:30 Community Q&A

Public Health
Watch
Environmental
Meeting Jan. 12

Members and the pub-
lic are invited to the month-
ly luncheon of the High-
lands/Lynchburg Chamber
of Commerce on Thursday,
Jan. 11th at noon at the
Highlands/San Jacinto Com-
munity Center.

Members will be able to
vote on candidates for the
board. Program will be the
Bay Area Homeless shelter.

Highlands
Chamber
Luncheon Jan. 11

Constable
offers Life
Saving Training
Jan. 18th
By David Taylor
Managing Editor

With the start of the
new year, Pct. 3 Consta-
ble Sherman Eagleton’s
office is providing citi-
zens training with the
skills that could save
their life if they find
themselves in an active
shooter  event .  The
training is typically
taught at schools, but
also relates to citizens
and businesses that are
also becoming targets in
these types of events.

“We also come out to
churches and make
these same presenta-
tions,” said Sgt. Craig
Berry, patrol sergeant
and training coordina-
tor for Pct. 3 Constable’s
o f f i c e .  T r a g i c a l l y ,
churches have also been
the scenes of active
shooter events, includ-
ing one in Huffman re-

Continued. See CONSTABLE
OFFERS LIFE SAVING, Page 6

KATY, Texas – For
more than a decade, KPRC
2 and Bill Spencer have
partnered with the Cody
Stephens Foundation to
offer life-saving heart
screenings that are free of
charge.

Now, the Katy Indepen-
dent School District is
launching a new program
with the foundation’s help
to test student-athletes
and staff for hidden heart
defects.

The foundation is pro-
viding the district with the
machines. Spencer says
the screenings are critical
to help save lives.

The Cody Stephens Go

Big or Go Home Memorial
Foundation was founded
by Scott Stephens in mem-
ory of his beloved son,
Cody Stephens, who died
from an undetected heart
condition just weeks before
graduation from Crosby
High School.

Under the new program
announced by Katy ISD
today, the district will be-
gin testing all student ath-
letes in middle and high
school, who want to be test-
ed, for hidden heart de-
fects, a normal school

Katy ISD will start heart screenings with help
from Crosby’s Cody Foundation and KPRC

Continued. See CODY
FOUNDATION HEART
SCREENINGS, Page 6

ABOVE: Scott Stephens at Katy ISD
LEFT: Student athletes in the
process of testing for heart defects
at several locations. The Cody
Foundation has assisted school
districts to implement the
screening program.
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Mayor John Whitmire with his daughters on each side of him listening to the song You’ll Never Walk Alone at his
Inauguration Ceremony. L – R: Sarah Whitmire, Mayor Whitmire, Whitney Whitmire Jenkins and Judge Victor
Trevino III. (Photo by Allan Jamail)

Whitmire Mayoral lnaugural,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

pants were: Khambrel Marshall, The
Master of Ceremonies (Channel two retired)
, The Houston Symphony (Conductor Gonza-
lo Farias, Houston Police and Fire Depart-
ment Joint Honor Guard, Presentation of
Colors, Dylan Zhong (Pledge of Allegiance),
Ailyn Perez (Principal Artist), Houston
Grand Opera, the National Anthem, Rever-
end Michael Gott, Inaugural Blessing, Ken-
neth Gayle, Tenor and Reverend Michael
Gott, Soloist, You’ll Never Walk Alone
(song), Mary Griffin and Shaun Smith, So-
loists, Up Where We Belong (song) and Fi-
nale Song, La Charreada, Eduardo Trevino
and Mariachi Nueco Imperio.

The Honorable Victor Trevino III, Har-
ris County Precinct 6, Place 1 gave Mayor
Whitmire and City Controller Christopher
George Hollins their Oath of Office. Mayor
Whitmire then gave the Oath of Office to
the City Council.

I want to begin by giving a big shout out
to Sue Davis, Whitmire’s Communication
Director. Davis kept Jamail and all the oth-
er media photographers and writers well in-
formed for the past thirteen months of all of
Whitmire’s campaign activities including
election results and up to today’s inaugura-
tion. She’s been an asset to the NC Star and
others in the news media. Sue played a ma-
jor role with her skills in the communica-
tions field to help then Senator John
Whitmire go to now Mayor John Whitmire.

The NC Star and I covered all of Whit-
mire’s mayoral candidacy events, his an-
nouncement on November 29, 2022, and
then his winning as top vote getter in Hous-
ton’s mayor’s election first contest on No-
vember 7, 2023 which put him in a runoff
against second place finisher Congresswom-
an Sheila Jackson Lee. And then his being
elected as Houston’s 63rd mayor on Decem-
ber 9, 2023 and now today’s inauguration.
JW as his friends call him is 74 and the old-
est person to be elected mayor in at least
100 years.

Whitmire was actually officially sworn in
as mayor in a private ceremony in the may-
or’s office at 12:01 a .m. Monday, on New
Year’s Day as required by the city’s charter.
Immediately afterwards Houston Police
Chief Troy Finner took him on a ride in the
city so he could see first-hand some of the
issues officers face. Today’s swearing in cer-
emony is for the public to be able to witness
it.

Today after the inauguration Mayor
Whitmire had his first City Council meet-
ing at 11 a.m. At 2 p.m., Whitmire met and
greeted Houstonians in the first-floor rotun-
da at City Hall, which is something he an-
nounced he’d do after he won the runoff
election. He said, “As your mayor I’ll have
an open-door policy so citizens can come visit
me and let me hear their concerns. My first
day as their Mayor I’ll personally open the
door for citizens to come into their city hall.”

Mayor Whitmire praised the city’s public
work’s personnel, police and firemen and
others. He was critical of some conditions
in the city; he said he’ll give more attention
to them than some other administrations
have in order for citizens to be able to see a
cleaner healthier city. He said you can walk
outside the building here and see homeless

people and he wants to correct this situa-
tion as much as possible.

Public safety again he stated was his
top priority. He said we can make improve-
ments in all areas of the city but if the pub-
lic is not safe then all other improvements
don’t mean anything. His tough stance on
crime comes from when he was much
younger when his wife, kids and himself
was robbed at gunpoint after they pulled
into their home’s driveway one night. He
said he thought the gunman was going to
murder him. “At the time all I could think
of was how could I protect and save my
wife and kids.”

“We’ve got some serious issues with pub-
lic safety. We need additional officers,”
Whitmire said. He went on to speak about
his commitment to holding violent offend-
ers accountable, saying he’ll push for new
laws if that’s what it takes. .

As a senator, Whitmire stopped those
on death row from getting anything they
wanted as their last meal. He was angered
by convicted murderer Lawrence Russell
Brewer’s refusal to eat the expensive last
meal he ordered prior to his September 21,
2011, execution. Whitmire said that this
was Brewer’s attempt to “make a mockery
out of the process.” The senator contacted
the Texas Department of Criminal Justice
and asked the agency to end the practice
of last meal requests or he would get the
State Legislature to pass a bill doing so.
The agency replied that last meal requests
were accommodated “within reason” from
food available in the prison kitchen, but it
agreed to end the practice immediately at
Whitmire’s insistence.

His position on air conditioning in pris-
ons is tough. In 2021, Whitmire stirred con-
troversy by responding to questions about
the lack of air conditioning in prisons by
saying: “You know, we can talk about this
all day, it’s not gonna change. The prisons
are hot. They’re uncomfortable. And the
real solution is, don’t commit a crime and
you stay at home and be cool. We’re not
gonna air condition them. One, we don’t
want to. Number two, we couldn’t afford it
if we wanted to.”

Whitmire was born August 13, 1949
in Hillsboro, Texas, north of Waco, to
James Madison Whitmire, the Hill
County clerk, and the former Ruth Marie
Harris, a nurse. His parents divorced when
he was seven years old, and the family
moved several times, facing difficult finan-
cial circumstances.

In his early teenage years, he moved to
North Houston and attended Waltrip High
School. Whitmire attended college at
the University of Houston to study politi-
cal science while paying for his education
by working for the Texas State Welfare De-
partment, where he interviewed food
stamp recipients for compliance.

Whitmire is a member of the Democrat-
ic Party, and he was elected to the Texas
House of Representatives in January of
1973 and served until January  1983. In
1983, he won the Senate District 15 seat,
and recently resigned effectively Decem-
ber 31, 2023 after his election as Mayor of
Houston.

maintain an office and that
includes phone lines, pow-
er, website, and much
more,” he said.

R e b a  R a c h a l l  h a s
agreed to take on the posi-
tion at the chamber to
work in the office.

“We have her for a cou-
ple of years,” he said, “and
once we put all the pieces
back together again, then
we’ll start looking at what
we need to do going for-

Highlands Chamber,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ward. Right now, we just
need to get the pieces put
back together,” he said.

Wadzinski  said the
chamber luncheons are
open to the public and he
hoped folks would come
and see for themselves the
benefits of networking
with other business lead-
ers in the community.

“Right now, financial
support, which comes pri-
marily from membership

fees and sponsorship of our
events, is critical to our
longevity and long-term
success,” he said.

Businesses have an op-
portunity to reach out to
the chamber with their
upcoming gala and golf
tournament.

To learn more about the
chamber, visit their Face-
book page  at  https : / /
www.facebook.com/high-
landslynchburgchamber/

sports exam just can’t
identify.

The district will also
give these in-depth heart
screenings to all staff and
teachers who wish to have
one.

The idea is to find hid-
den heart defects that go
undetected and can kill
you without warning.

Through this program,

which will begin in the
spring of 2024, the district
will test teachers, staff and
student athletes using the
electrocardiogram ma-
chine, a device that can
detect what is actually go-
ing on inside a persons
heart and can detect ab-
normalities that can kill.

As for our next free
heart screening, The Cody

Katy ISD starts
heart screenings,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Stephens Foundation and
KPRC2 will be offering the
next free teen heart screen
on January 20th in Mis-
souri City at the Missouri
City Recreation Center
and Tennis Courts on Jan-
uary 20th.

For more information on
the program, go to https://
w w w . c o d y s t e p h e n s
foundation.org/.

More support for Cody Foundation:
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HILL

Friends of The
Jones Library
Book Sale

The Ross S. Sterling Stars celebrate their 45th annual Star Bazaar! Over 70 vendors set up booths, offering everything from handmade soaps
to deliciously spicy jelly jams. To top it off, students put on some festive performances to entertain the community.

“Star Bazaar: Celebrated 45th Annual Event with
Festive Performance and a Variety of Vendors”

Sterling Star Hallie Baker
waiting to showcase her
dance moves.

Library Media Specialist Ashley Cavazos shopping until she drops.Community members enjoying the vendor booths.

Sterling Sapphires Kelece Winchester & Genevie Reid
dancing to a holiday-themed pom routine

Sterling Stars Director Lori Alexander introducing the
Stephen F. Austin Honor Choir.

✯
THOUGHTS  FROM
HILLSIDE  CHURCH

By Dr. Mark Trice

Everyone seems to get
excited at the end of De-
cember. Regardless of what
type of year they’ve experi-
enced, most people look to
the new year with hope
that it will be better than
the current one. Midnight
on December 31st is ap-
proached with anticipation,
celebration and, in all like-
lihood, the making of a few
resolutions. So, what did
you see when you looked
around on January 1?

Everything looked pret-
ty much the same, didn’t it?
The weather didn’t change
as if a switch had been
flipped. The trees and your
surroundings were pretty
much exactly like they’d
been twenty-four hours
earlier. If you’re one who
gets paid on the 1st, your
checkbook might have

What He Said
looked a little healthier,
but that’s probably it. After
all the celebration of the
night before, little looked
different.

But what you didn’t see
is what mattered. Having
passed the winter solstice,
things were already mov-
ing towards spring, and you
knew it. You believed in
what was coming in the
natural world even though
you lacked evidence. You

understood that things
were already changing
even though you couldn’t
see the changes. The same
holds true for the spiritual
world when God sets things
in motion.

It’s tempting to wonder
about God when you’re
looking at your present cir-
cumstances, but never
doubt that He is on the job,
working out His plan for
your life. No, that plan may

not come about in the way
you had envisioned but, if
you submit to His will, it’s
inevitable that you’ll see it
happen. We have His prom-
ise in Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)
“‘For I know the plans I
have for you,’ declares the
LORD, ‘plans to prosper
you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and
a future.’” And, as Numbers
23:19 assures us, “God is
not human, that he should

lie, not a human being, that
he should change his mind.
Does he speak and then not
act? Does he promise and
not fulfill?”

So, no matter what it
looks like, and believe me I
can see the turmoil in the
world we’re living in, trust
that God’s got it all under
control and His will is what
will ultimately be done.
This is true for the world in
general, and if you’ll follow
the advice in Proverbs 3:5-
6 (“Trust in the LORD with
all your heart and lean not
on your own understand-
ing; in all your ways sub-
mit to him, and he will
make your paths straight.”)
it will be true for you per-
sonally.

You have His Word on it!
www.myhillsidefamily.com

@myhillsidefamily

Liberty, TX – The Sam
Houston Regional Library
and Research Center has
announced that it will be
closed to the public Jan. 22
– 29, 2024, as the facilities
undergo renovations. The
Center is scheduled to re-
open at 8:00 a.m. on Tues-
day, Jan. 30.

Limited renovations
will be made to the Cen-
ter’s main building, includ-
ing cabinet and flooring
installation, painting and
upgrades to the break
room and hallways. Pa-
trons are encouraged to
browse the Sam Houston

Sam Houston Center to Close for Renovations, Jan. 22-29

Center’s online resources,
including its website,
www.tsl.texas.gov/shc,
which includes descriptive
guides of local some gov-
ernment, manuscript and
photograph collections, as
well as information about
the historic buildings lo-
cated on its campus. Digi-
t i z e d  c o l l e c t i o n s  a r e
available to search, view,

and download 24/7 via the
Texas Digital Archive:
tsl.access.preservica.com/
tda/sam-houston-center/.

The Sam Houston Cen-
ter is a component of the
Texas State Library and
Archives Commission and
serves as the official re-
gional historical resource
depository for  the 10
Southeast Texas counties

of Chambers, Hardin, Jas-
per, Jefferson, Liberty,
Newton, Orange, Polk, San
Jacinto and Tyler. The
Center’s primary mission
is to collect, preserve and
provide access to histori-
cally significant state and
local government records
and publications of the
designated region and sec-
ondarily to serve as a li-
b rary  o f  Texana  and
genealogical resources.

The Texas State Library
and Archives Commission
provides Texans access to
the information needed to
be informed, productive

citizens by preserving the
archival record of Texas;
enhancing the service ca-
pacity of public, academic
and school libraries; assist-
ing public agencies in the
maintenance  o f  the ir
records; and meeting the
reading needs of Texans
with disabilities. For more
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t
www.tsl.texas.gov.

Alana Inman
Manager, Sam Houston

Regional Library and Re-
search Center

ainman@tsl.texas.gov
936-336-8821

Congratulations to
Goose Creek Memorial
(GCM) High School Weld-
ing Department.  Fran-
cisco Delgado, Logan
Hurd, Eduardo Reyna,
and Hector Martinez par-
ticipated in the Texas
High School Welding Cer-
tification Event at Lee
College in October, where
Delgado and Martinez
finished in the top ten out

Goose Creek Memorial (GCM) Welding Department
of 55 students in the lev-
el 4 using the GTAW pro-
cess.  In the same month,
seniors in welding were
also taken to the Con-
struction Careers Expo at
the Pasadena Municipal
Fairgrounds. During the
event ,  Danie l  Maya
emerged as the first-place
winner in the virtual
welding competition.

Daniel Maya received a DeWALT
Bluetooth speaker for winning first
place in the virtual welding
competition at the Construction
Careers Expo

 Level 4 Participants at the Texas High School Welding
Certification Event: Francisco Delgado, Logan Hurd,
Eduardo Reyna, and Hector Martinez

The Friends of  the
Jones Public Library will
be hosting a BOOK SALE
inside the library from
January 22nd - 27th. Stop
by throughout the week
to find some great deals
on gently used and pre-
viously loved books! The
friends are clearing in-
ventory to make room for
the 2024 donations so the
deals will be abundant!
All proceeds go directly
back into the library.

Jones Public Library
801 S Cleveland St Ste

A
Dayton TX  77535

The mission of  the
Jones Public Library is
to enhance the scholar-
l y  p u r s u i t  o f
knowledge, to foster in-
tellectual curiosity, to
promote life-long learn-
ing, and cultural pro-
g r a m s .  S o c i a l
d e v e l o p m e n t
improves and enriches
the lives of our users
through information, ed-
ucation, and recreation.
The Library values the
citizens of Dayton Texas
and responds to their
needs  by  prov id ing
clean and inviting space,
well-organized and up-
to -da te  co l lec t ions ,
friendly professional ser-
vice, and well-trained
staff who are committed
to the Library vision.”A
thriving Library that is an
integral part of the lives
within our community”

The Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT) is
engaging the community
in a study to identify current
and future transportation
needs along I-10 East
from I-69/US 59 to SH 99
(Grand Parkway). TxDOT is
hosting a VIRTUAL public
meeting with IN-PERSON
options in multiple locations
to share project
information and receive input
from the community.

In-Person Open Houses are
from 5 – 7 p.m.
TUESDAY, JAN. 23
Houston Food Bank
Conference Center
535 Portwall St.
Houston, TX 77029

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 24
Lee College PAC
805 W. Texas Ave.
Baytown, TX 77520

TUESDAY, JAN. 30
North Channel Branch Library
15741 Wallisville Rd.
Houston, TX 77049

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 31
Barbers Hill ISD
Leadership Support Center
9600 Eagle Drive
Mont Belvieu, TX 77523

The public meetings will be
conducted in English and
Spanish.

View the Virtual Public Meeting
and take the online survey
beginning Tuesday,
Jan. 23, 2024 at 5 p.m.:
www.txdot.gov/projects/
hearings-meetings.html
Or scan the QR code
Questions? Please contact:
(713) 802-5837 |
Stephan.Gage@txdot.gov

TXDOT I-10 East
Public Meetings
Jan. 23-31
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders
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THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

Seeking a Better Life is
Not a Crime

On December 18th, Governor Greg Abbott
signed Senate Bill (SB) 4 into law. SB 4 makes
unauthorized entry into Texas a state crime and
authorizes state and local law enforcement
officials to arrest individuals deemed to be in
violation of the law. In practice, SB 4 will allow
judges across the entire state of Texas to deport
people, even if they are here seeking asylum. SB 4
empowers police officers to detain immigrants for
deportation, pulling resources away from what
should be their priority — fighting violent crime.
SB 4 is in direct violation of the U.S. constitution
and the federal government’s constitutional
authority over immigration law.

Our community – and our nation – needs
immigrants. In Texas, we have 1.6 million undoc-
umented immigrants who have built lives here in
the U.S., have families here, and pay $2.6 billion
in federal taxes every year.

SB 4 will make our communities less safe. Once
the law goes into effect on March 5, immigrants
who are victims of crime will feel like they can’t
call the police because the police are now in
charge of enforcing immigration law. If people are
more scared to report crimes, no matter who that
person is, that poses a threat to our public safety.

Not to mention that our jail system is already
at the breaking point. Even if only 1% of Harris
County’s current undocumented population were
to be detained in the county jail system, it would
cost the County $500,000 a day. This burden will
ultimately fall on Harris County taxpayers.

Earlier this month, I led other Texan County
Judges in writing a letter to the Biden Adminis-
tration requesting that the federal government
take action to prevent this law from taking effect.
Harris County renewed our Immigrant Legal
Services Fund, which helps immigrants who can’t
afford their own lawyer to access legal represen-
tation. And on December 19th, Commissioners
Court approved the first-ever county-funded
Immigrant Resource Hotline, which will be
available in mid-January and will help connect
callers with legal information and free social
services.

We will continue to push back against the
damage this will do to our security, our economy,
and all of the undocumented residents of Harris
County that are here to build a life.

Playing with people’s lives just to make a
political point is very cynical and it shows what
our state leaders are really interested in with this
law. If they truly want to pass meaningful immi-
gration reform and make our border safer, let’s
have a meeting, let’s work with our federal
partners on this, and work out some real solu-
tions.

Sincerely,

Lina Hidalgo

OPINION
Harris County Judge

Lina Hidalgo

✯

Spate of New Laws Effective Jan. 1
After the Texas Legisla-

ture spent much of 2023 in
session, a bevy of new laws
go into effect on New Year’s
Day, though some have been
delayed by lawsuits chal-
lenging their constitutional-
ity.

The Austin American-
Statesman reported on SB
17, a new law that institutes
a ban on programs and poli-
cies “designed or imple-
mented in reference to race,
color, or ethnicity” at Texas
public universities or colleg-
es — commonly known as
diversity, equity and inclu-
sion, or DEI.

GOP lawmakers who
pushed the ban through ar-
gued that DEI programs are
divisive. Those opposing the
ban said it would eliminate
initiatives designed to help
people of color feel more in-
cluded on campus. Univer-
sities have already begun
the process of renaming and
eliminating the types of pro-
grams that will be outlawed
under SB 17.

Another law taking effect
in 2024 doubles the state
franchise tax exemption,
with up to $2.47 million of a
company’s annual taxable
revenue being exempt.

Another measure that
passed with bipartisan sup-
port creates a diversion pro-
gram for juveniles accused
of low-level offenses. Local
governments now will be
able to turn to rehabilitation
services, job training, and
alcohol and drug awareness
programs as alternatives to
more punitive measures.

HB 4758 makes it a crime
for companies to target mi-
nors with advertising for e-
cigarettes, the use of which
by teens has increased
markedly in the past de-
cade.

Not all laws passed by
lawmakers will take effect
on Jan. 1 because of law-
suits filed after their pas-
s a g e .  A s  T h e  D a l l a s
Morning News noted, a bill
that prohibits sexually ex-
plicit performances in front
of minors — and was target-
ed toward drag shows in
particular — was declared
unconstitutional by a feder-
al judge.

U.S. District Judge Dav-
id Hittner ruled the ban vi-
olated performers’  free

speech rights under the
First Amendment. That de-
cision is being appealed.

Another law that would
regulate what books chil-
dren can read in schools is
still in effect. An initial rul-
ing that it was unconstitu-
tional was appealed to the
5th Circuit, which has yet to
issue a ruling.

MEDICAL BOARD SILENT ON
ABORTION LAWS

The Texas Medical Board
remains silent on how to in-
terpret the state’s abortion
laws, The Texas Tribune re-
ported, despite a call from
the Texas Supreme Court to
offer more guidance to doc-
tors on how to interpret the
laws.

This came after the high
court rejected a Texas wom-
an’s bid to terminate a non-
viable pregnancy that she
maintained threatened both
her health and ability to
have future children. Kate
Cox later obtained medical
care out of state.

“While the judiciary can-
not compel executive branch
entities to do their part, it
is obvious that the legal pro-
cess works more smoothly
when they do,” the justices
wrote. In response, Dr.
Sherif Zaafran, board chair,
said the Texas Medical
Board is not likely to do so
while other court cases were
proceeding.

“It wouldn’t be appropri-
ate for us to start making
any kind of movement or de-
cisions while all that is out
there still being adjudicat-
ed,” Zaafran told the Tri-
bune.

PAXTON MUST TESTIFY IN
WHISTLEBLOWER TRIAL

A state district judge

ruled last week that Texas
Attorney General Ken Pax-
ton must testify in a whistle-
blower case that led to his
impeachment and subse-
quent acquittal. That case
revolves around Paxton’s
dealings with developer
Nate Paul, who is under fed-
eral indictment for wire
fraud, The News reported.

Four top deputies were
fired after reporting Pax-
ton’s dealings with Paul to
the FBI. A $3.3 million set-
tlement with the whistle-
blowers fell apart when the
Legislature refused to fund
it. The former deputies
claimed, among other alle-
gations, that Paxton “creat-
ed a legal opinion to prevent
the foreclosure sales of sev-
eral of Paul’s properties.”

Paxton’s attorneys are
appealing the judge’s ruling.
The whistleblower case is
more than three years old.
Paxton remains under fed-
eral investigation and faces
trial in early 2024 for a
nearly nine-year-old state
securities fraud indictment.

RRC INSPECTORS OUT
CHECKING NATURAL GAS
FACILITIES

Inspectors for the Texas
Railroad Commission were
out in force in December,
conducting weatherization
inspections at hundreds of
critical natural gas facilities
across the state to ensure
adequate gas supply this
winter.

The RRC said inspectors
have checked 99% of the fa-
cilities that directly connect
to electric generating plants
— including gas processing
plants, underground storage
facilities and pipelines.

“The commission will
continue to inspect these fa-
cilities multiple times dur-
ing the winter season,” Wei
Wang, executive director,
said. “In total, we expect to
conduct more than 5,600 in-
spections of critical gas fa-
cilities on the electric supply
chain map.”

Another important factor
is the amount of natural gas
stored in underground facil-
ities that would be available
if the state is hit with an-
other severe winter storm,
such as Winter Storm Uri in
2021, or the ice storm last
February.  The amount
stored is up 6% from the
same time last year and is
the highest winter level
seen in the past six years.

UNCLAIMED POT OF MONEY
GROWS TO $9 BILLION

Texas has almost $9 bil-
lion in “unclaimed proper-
ty,” according to kut.org.
This includes funds from
paychecks, refunds, deposits
and dormant bank accounts.
If the money hasn’t been
claimed after a few years,
the asset holder, such as a
bank, must send the funds
to the Texas Comptroller.

The amount that gets re-
turned to the rightful own-
er is only a fraction of the
amount sent to the office.
For example, in fiscal year
2023, the state collected
$1.1 billion but only re-
turned about a third of that
amount, or $340 million.

Folks can find out wheth-
er the state is holding mon-
ey that belongs to them by
going to ClaimItTexas.gov.

Year End
Ambitions

It’s the time of year when
I look back and see where
I’ve been and wonder where
I’m going.

On the shortest days of
the year, I like to do a little
recalibration. I take a look
at what I had hoped to do
and ways in which I want
to change my thinking.
Some years I have had ma-
jor changes in the works—
going back to school or
starting a new career. Oth-
er years, my biggest ambi-
tion has been to finish off
the last of the Christmas
cookies before the year’s end
in case they have an end-of-
the-year expiration date
and pose a danger to those
with a less robust constitu-
tion.

This year is somewhere
between the two.

Part of becoming older
and a bit more at peace with
myself is looking at the new
year a little differently. In-
stead of a series of challeng-
es to overcome and changes
to enact, I look at the new
year with a renewed sense
of wonder. Instead of look-
ing at new mountains I’d
like to conquer, I like to
spend a little time question-
ing the things I do every day
without thinking, and how
those things could be better.
Some are profound. Most
are not.

“I’m changing lipsticks,”
I tell my friend, Cheri. She
does not seem to register
that this is a major life
event.

“I only do this once every
10 years or so,” I add, so she
understands the enormity
of the choice.

“I had Thanksgiving din-
ner with a woman whose
lipstick stayed on for the en-
tire meal,” I explained. “I
want to be like her.”

I got the sense Cheri did
not think this end-of-year
ambition was worthy of her
attention. I decided not to
tell her about my other goal:
to polish off all the danger-
ously old Christmas cook-
ies.

But I have a few other
ideas for the new year as
well.

I just got word that an
old friend of mine has a
ruthless form of cancer. We
have not been in touch for
years, but he was a good
friend in high school, and
the prognosis is not good. It
is so hard for me to imagine
the youthful, cheerful, im-
possibly energetic person he
has always been becoming
so ill and facing anything so
dire. And yet he is. And so
could we all.

And so ,  the  b iggest
change I would like to make
in the new year is to stop
behaving as if I have all the
time in the world. While I
don’t know how much time
I have (and I hope it is still
considerable), none of us
knows. I’d like to be a little
gentler on myself in this
new year. I’d like to treat
myself like a person who is
not going to live forever—
simply because I am not.

Today would be a good
day to write to my old friend
and tell him I have nothing
but wonderful memories of
him. Today would be a good
day to lay aside all my pet-
ty grievances against people
who might think different-
ly than I do or hold differ-
ent beliefs. Today would be
an excellent day to let go of
any fears I have of being re-
jected or blamed or embar-
rassed.

On the shortest days of
the year, it’s good to be re-
minded that my time is
short as well. It’s a good
time to do the things that
matter and the things that
bring me joy. It’s a perfect
time to send out a little
more kindness, eat a few
more cookies and buy new
lipstick.

Till next time,
Carrie

Today we mark the somber anniversary of
January 6th, a trying day for our democracy that
will be forever etched in history. It is with a
heavy heart that we reflect on the events that
unfolded within the halls of our nation’s Capitol.

This day serves as a reminder of the challenges
we face as a nation in preserving the principles
that define us.

On January 6th, 2021, we faced a grave threat
that shook our nation to its core. I find myself
reflecting as not only a member of Congress but
as someone who experienced these events first-
hand. Amid all the chaos, I vividly recall the
overwhelming urgency as Capitol Police rushed
my colleagues and me to safety in an effort to
protect our democratic process. Yet, during the
havoc, the dedication and sacrifice of Capitol
Police was a testament to the resilience that
unites us as a nation.

On this solemn occasion, let us remember the
strength that we have gained from our shared
commitment to the values of unity, resilience, and
a firm belief in a better future. We reflect on not
only the trials and tribulations but the hope that
emerged during our darkest hours.

May this day serve as a reminder that despite
differences, we are all bound by our allegiance to
our great country. It is through this that we find
hope and continue to work together to strengthen
our community and our nation.

Reflecting on January 6th:
A message from
Congresswoman Garcia
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E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Jake Johnson, left, and Anna Kendrick star in “Self Reliance.”

“SELF RELIANCE”
(R) — In his directorial
debut,  Jake Johnson
(“New Girl”) plays Tom-
my, a single network
manager, who gets ap-
proached by Andy Sam-
berg to star in a dark-web
reality show with a prize
of $1 million. The premise
of the show is simple: For
30 days, Tommy must
avoid a group of hunters
who will try to kill him.
His only saving grace is
that the hunters can only
attack when he’s alone.
So, to survive, this lone
wolf must find someone to
shadow him. After a
handful of people find ex-
cuses not to shadow him,
Tommy finally encoun-
ters another player in the
reality show, named Mad-
dy (Anna Kendrick), and
the two strangers team
up to effectively avoid get-
ting murdered. This com-
edy thriller releases Jan.
12 (Hulu)

“ T H E  H U N G E R
GAMES: THE BALLAD
OF SONGBIRDS AND
SNAKES” (PG-13) — In
2020, author Suzanne
Collins released a prequel
to her megahit series,
“The Hunger Games,”
and it was quickly adapt-
ed to the big screen to join
the other four films in the
franchise. Starring Tom
Blyth in his breakout role
as a young Coriolanus
Snow and Rachel Zegler
(“West Side Story”) as
Lucy Gray Baird, the pre-
quel is set 64 years before
the events of “The Hun-
ger Games.” It focuses on
Coriolanus’ beginnings as
an Academy student and
how he was chosen to be
Lucy Gray’s mentor for
the 10th Hunger Games.
Clever and dangerously
ambitious, Coriolanus
knows that he can seize
this opportunity to gain
great power, but first, he
needs to ensure that his
songbird District 12 men-

tee gets out of the arena
alive. Out now to rent.
(Amazon Prime Video)

“TED”  (TV-MA) —
Based on the feature
films created by Seth
MacFarlane (“Family
Guy”), this prequel series
takes viewers back to
Massachusetts in 1993 to
tell the origin story of the
foul-mouthed teddy bear
that everyone came to
know and love in the first
two films. In his early life,
Ted lives with the family
of his 16-year-old best
f r i e n d ,  J o h n  ( M a x
Burkholder), previously
portrayed by Mark Wahl-
berg. After being pres-
sured by the family to get
an education along with
John, Ted enters the ter-
rifying realm of high
school and attempts to
find hilarity in all the
awkward teenage mile-
stones that come with it.
The full series, consisting
of eight episodes, pre-
mieres Jan. 11. (Peacock)

“LIFT” (PG-13) — A
heist group consisting of
six key players faces a
choice between getting
charged for  ident i ty
fraud, money laundering
and more or taking a deal
offered by a government
agent. This score would
be their biggest yet — half
a billion in gold — but the
catch is that the gold is
locked away in a safe on
a plane. The only chance
to stop the gold from
reaching the terrorist
who’s desperate to get his
hands on it is to steal it
mid-flight. Kevin Hart
leads this action-packed
film, which also stars
G u g u  M b a t h a - R a w
( “ L o k i ” ) ,  J e a n  R e n o
(“Leon: The Profession-
al”), Sam Worthington
(“Avatar”) and more.
Don’t miss out on its pre-
miere on Jan. 12. (Netflix)

(c) 2024 King Features
Synd., Inc.

“Self Reliance”

Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2022 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: info@crosbytaxes.com

Maximum Tax Savings
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CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED

A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Star ✯ Courier
Your Hometown Newspaper
News tips and Ad Inquiries:

713-266-3444

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

TRACTOR REPAIRTRACTOR REPAIR

38-8T

Mobile Tractor
Repair & Service

Oil change, Lube, Light Repair
East Harris, West Liberty,

Chambers Counties

832-530-0054

TRACTOR REPAIR

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

#2-2t

OFFICE FOR
RENT

OFFICE FOR
RENT

SMALL OFFICE BUILDING FOR LEASE

ONE STORY BUILDING ON STAR LANE, NEAR
THE GALLERIA AND SOUTHWEST FREEWAY.
CONVENIENT PARKING AT DOOR. 3000 SQ.
FEET. 2 PRIVATE OFFICES, GENERAL DESK
AREA, KITCHEN & REST ROOMS, STORAGE.
REFERENCES REQUIRED.  $2750/MONTH PLUS
DEPOSIT. CALL 713-977-2555.

OFFICE FOR
RENT

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER MARKETING/SALES
PERSON

Position available for AD SALES representative.
Experience helpful but not necessary. Possible to
work from home. Suitable for Part Time, or Full
Time. Commission plus. Send letter of interest to
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com or call 713-252-8000.

HELP WANTEDLEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

#2-2t

cently.
On Jan. 18 from 5 to 7

p.m. at the San Jacinto
Community Center, 604
Highland Woods Dr., Ber-
ry will offer the training
and take questions during
the session.

The C.R.A.S.E. training,
or Civilian Response to Ac-
tive Shooter Events, in-
volves steps that could
save the life of civilians in
the event of an active
shooter.

“When we teach our law
enforcement, we train
them to go towards the
gunfire to stop the threat,”

Berry said.
He pointed out that a

threat doesn’t have to al-
ways be a gun.

“It could be a knife or a
bomb. Literally anything,”
he said. “We teach how to
recognize what’s going on
and how to react to it,” he
said.

The older adage of run,
hide, fight has changed
and now law enforcement
is using a different meth-
od taught at the national-
ly recognized Advanced
Law Enforcement Rapid
Response training center
on the campus of Texas

State University.
“The new acronym is

avoid, deny, and defend,”
Berry said.

The reason he said is
when there’s a gunshot,
response is to take off and
run, however, not knowing
where to run, a citizen is
likely to run into the mid-
dle of the active scene.

“Instead, we want them
to stop and assess and
avoid the situation by go-
ing away from the threat,”
he emphasized.

Previously, the wisdom
was to hide, but Berry
pointed out that in several
instances, the shooters
walked around, found
them hiding, and shot
them.

“Instead, we’re teaching

deny—deny them access to
you,” he said by shutting
doors, blocking them, turn-
ing off lights, or just deny
the situation.

Berry said the last let-
ter in the acronym is de-
fend.

“While you’re denying
them access or avoiding
the situation, make a plan
to defend yourself. Do you
have a weapon laying
around? Is there some-
thing you can use to strike
with? How will you grab a
gun?” he said.

Berry should know. He’s
been teaching ALERRT ac-
tive shooting training to
law enforcement with the
sheriff’s office since 2007.
H e  b e g a n  t e a c h i n g
C.R.A.S.E. when it came

out in 2010.
Precinct Three resource

officers are already teach-
ing the training to teach-
ers in their districts.

“It’s a sit down, lecture
type of  c lass  with no
hands-on type training.
It’s mostly about knowl-
edge,” he said.

Berry encouraged at-
tendees to bring paper and
pen or pencil to make
notes, but more important-
ly, an open mind.

“I stress muscle memo-
ry and role play,” he said.
“You have to activate your
mind so that when you
hear a gunshot, you react
immediately.”

Berry said it’s always
good to know how to react
in the event someone ap-

proaches.
“If they role play in their

mind how they’re going to
react in the event a partic-
ular scenario occurs, the
less of a chance their brain
won’t freeze up,” he said.

The class is approxi-
mately an hour and a half
to two hours with a ques-
tion-and-answer period.

The session is in the
main room of the San Ja-
cinto Community Center
in Highlands.

Another  sess i on  i s
planned in Crosby at the
park on Hare Road at 9
a.m.

There’s also a session
planned at the Barrett Sta-
tion park on Magnolia at
10:30 a.m.

Constable Safety
Training,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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