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\Waste Pits
Meeting 1/23

The San Jacinto River
Coalition will hold an
important update meeting
Tuesday, Jan. 23 at 6:30
pm at the Highlands
Community Center. THEA
will announce changes in
the Superfund Clean-up.

TXDOT I-10 East
Public Meetings
Jan. 23-31

The Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT) is engaging the
community

in a study to identify current and future
transportation needs along I-10 East
from |-69/US 59 to SH 99 (Grand
Parkway). TXDOT is hosting a VIRTUAL
public

meeting with IN-PERSON options in
multiple locations to share project
information and receive input from the
community.

In-Person Open Houses are from 5 - 7
p.m.

TUESDAY, JAN. 23

Houston Food Bank Conference Center
535 Portwall St.

Houston, TX 77029

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 24
Lee College PAC

805 W. Texas Ave.
Baytown, TX 77520

TUESDAY, JAN. 30

North Channel Branch Library
15741 Wallisville Rd.
Houston, TX 77049

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 31
Barbers Hill ISD

Leadership Support Center
9600 Eagle Drive

Mont Belvieu, TX 77523

The public meetings will be conducted
in English and Spanish.

View the Virtual Public Meeting and
take the online survey beginning
Tuesday,

Jan, 93,9024 at 5 p.m.:
www.txdot.gov/projects/hearings-
meetings.html

Or scan the QR code

Questions? Please contact:

(713) 802-5837 |
Stephan.Gage@txdot.gov

Carsner new Highlands Fire Chief
Chief Little Retires; Honored as Firefighter of the Year

HIGHLANDS- Mem-
bers of the Highlands Fire
Department held their
2024 Recognition and
Awards Banquet last Sat-
urday evening, at the Mon-
ument Inn in Deer Park.
For the first time in 31
years, a new Fire Chief,
Mike Carsner,was in
charge of the event. After
36 years with the depart-
ment, and 31 years as Fire
Chief, the dinner marked
the retirement of Chief
Harvey Little.

Little was also honored
by the department, as
ESD#14 president Jim
Strouhal presented the
Firefighter of the Year
award to him. This award
is given in memory of Cecil
Kelly, who volunteered
with the Highlands VFD
for over 42 years before re-
tiring in 1996. The recipi-
ent chosen by vote of the

membership is a firefight-
er who performed above
and beyond the call of
duty.

Alarge crowd of firemen
and families, friends, com-
munity supporters, and
board members attended
the dinner. Fire Chief
Mike Carsner emceed the
ceremony, introducing
awards, guests, and honor-
ees. Special Awards in-
cluded Citizen of the Year
Claudia Birdsong, Busi-
ness of the Year Luna’s
Tire Shop, Rookie Fire-
fighter Zante Oliver, and
2024 Mascot Hunter Al-
ford.

Chief Carsner reviewed
the history of the depart-
ment for 2023. He noted
that there were a total of

At the Highlands Fire Department’s Annual Banquet, Retiring Fire Chief Harvey Little, center, receives the Firefighter

3,765 calls for service, com-

of the Year Award from new Fire Chief Mike Carsner, left, and ESD#14 President Jim Strouhal, right. Chief Little
was also congratulated for his 36 years as a member of the Highlands FD, and 31 years as Chief.

Continued. See HIGHLANDS FIRE
DEPARTMENT, Page 2

Rotarians prepare for Chili Feast & Car Raffle

HIGHLANDS - With
only two and a half weeks
until the Rotary Club’s
49th Annual Chili Feast,
club members are busy
with arrangements for the
dinner, the silent and live
auctions, and of course
selling the 700 tickets for
prizes in the Raffle.

The top prize is a new
2024 Chevrolet SUV, ei-
ther a TRAX or Trailblaz-
er from Turner Chevrolet
in Crosby.

Tickets for the Chili
Feast are going fast, but
still available from any
Rotary Club member, local
banks, businesses, and
Turner Chevrolet, too. The

RAFFLE WINNER GETS A 2024 CHEVY SUV

number of tickets is limit-
ed, so you have a better
chance of winning one of

the 17 valuable prizes.

And of course, you get
two delicious chili meals,
cooked by Johnny Gaeke
and his cooking team. The
secret recipe for the great
taste dates back to Ches-
ter Stasney early in the
days of the first chili
feasts. Now it is a tradition
that the whole community
anticipates.

Every year the club uses
the proceeds of the event

Highlands Rotarians display one of the Chevy SUV autos that will be raffled off at their 49th Annual Chili Feast to
be held Saturday, Feb. 3rd at St. Jude’s Social Hall. Raffle tickets are $100 and available from all Rotarians and
many local businesses. SEEN ABOVE, Rotarians Denise Smith, GayLynn Milliorn, Dr. Larry White, Cora Ann Miller,
Jennifer King, Andy Scott, Weston Cotten, Diana Weaver, and Turner Chevrolet Manager David Mendez.

Gov. Abbott stumps
for Briscoe Cain

AUSTIN — Governor
Greg Abbott called on Tex-
ans in House District 128
to support Representative
Briscoe Cain for re-election
at a campaign reception
held at Battleground Golf
Course in Deer Park on
Friday.

“Briscoe Cain is the con-
servative champion House
District 128 needs repre-
senting them in the Texas
Legislature,” said Gover-
nor Abbott. “The thing
about Briscoe is when he’s
talking, he’s not just giv-
ing you words—he’s giving
you what’s coming from his
heart, values, and beliefs
that are deep within him
that he fights for in the
Texas House. In Texas, we

Governor Abbott appeared with Briscoe Cain and his family at a Campaign
Reception held last Friday in Deer Park. MORE on Page 6.

will not let Bidenomics de-
stroy our mighty economy.
We need Representative
Briscoe Cain back in Aus-
tin to help protect the Tex-
as economy from being

damaged by Bidenomics,
and I ask Texans to join me
in supporting him for re-
election.”

Continued on Page 6.

for community projects
and scholarships. Last
year they awarded $37,500
for 21 scholarships.

Crosby ISD’s 2024 Kickoff:
Marathon & Student Achievements

Hello East Harris County and Crosby
ISD families,

We are off to a running
start in 2024! Kudos go
out to our weekend war-
riors who tackled the
Houston Marathon week-
end. The Crosby Elemen-
tary School Run Club
competed in the “We Are Houston 5K”
race on January 13. Two district employ-
ees ran in the Chevron Houston Marathon
on January 14. Coach Cindy Whigham,
PE instructor at Crosby Elementary
School, ran the full marathon. It is her
12th year raising money for the Sunshine
Kids in Houston, an organization for chil-
dren with cancer. Ms. Holly Lamb, social
studies teacher at Crosby High School,
ran her 11th half marathon. In all, Ms.
Lamb has run 14 years in a row. She

Paula Patterson

Crosby Kindergarten Center Principal, Ms. Herlinda
Minor, cheers on the Crosby Elementary School Run
Club during the “We Are Houston 5K" on Saturday,
January 13.

Continued. See CROSBY SUPERINTENDENT, Page 7

RACHEL’S DINER

Southern Cooking Buffet -- NOW OPEN
14280 FM 2100 (Across from Walmart)

281-462-7349

STATE FARM

INSURANCE
&

AUTO & HOME INSURANCE

Jeremy Rosenkranz
State Farm Agent

440 S. Main Street, Highlands, TX 77562
281-426-3512

jtr@jeremyrosenkranz.com

Now in our New Offices
1500 E. Wallisville Road
Highlands, TX 77562

WESTON G. COTTEN
Attorney at Law

0. 281/421-4050
F.281/533-6032
weston@westoncotten.com

STAR-COURIER PHONES: 713-266-3444 + E-MAIL: GRAFIKSTAR @ AOL.COM * FAX: 713-977-1188

SAVE

WITH ONE LOW MONTHLY
PAYMENT AND NO
UPFRONT FEES

Community

Resource
CREDIT UNION

CRCU.ORG
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HIGHLANDS Fire Dept. 2024 Awards Banquet

HIGHLANDS VOLUNTEER
FIRE DEPARTMENT

Continued from page 1

pared with last year’s 3,381. Of these
2,465 were EMS calls compared with
2,385 the previous year. Life Flight
was called 34 times, compared with
45 the previous year. There
werel,191 calls for fire responses,
compared with 993 in 2022, a signifi-
cant increase. The department re-
sponded to 186 Motor Vehicle
Accidents in 2023, compared to 196

MASCOT 2024 Hunter Alford ROOKIE of the Year

Zante Oliver

1 YEAR SERVICE AWARD, Zante Oliver, Tommy
Philips, Adan Garcia, Marcus Jamison, Sultan
Batiste, Allision Stanley, Sahar Barekzai, Timothy
Malta, Robert Morris

5 YEAR SERVICE
AWARD, Thomas
Coward

Ruben Lopez, Jr.

10 YEAR SERVICE AWARD

the previous year. It was noted that
all but the last category showed sig-
nificant increases year to year.

Chief Carsner reported on accom-
plishments in the last year. Response
times remained low, crew staffing
was good, and an insurance grant f
rom TFS was received. Pre Fire plans
for 25 businesses in Highlands were
completed. Part Time paid fire crew
staffing was increased from 3 to 4 per
day, funded by ESD#14. Two new
emergency response vehicles were
purchased and will soon be put into
service, replacing D70 and SQ17.

The department held training ses-
sions at the Baytown, Sheldon and
Deer Park facilities. Combined train-
ing was held with Crosby and Mont
Belvieu at the Sheldon Fire Field,
and Houston training field.

The EMS report included placing
in service a new Frazier-built ambu-
lance Medic 17. Two personnel re-
ceived CPR instructor certification,
and CPR training for the community
was initiated. The department is now
staffing 2 ambulances 24/7/365 and
working towards adding a Paramed-
ic Squad (SQ77) full time due to in-
creased call volume.

Membership in the HVFD stands
at 76, up from 69 last year. Of these
29 are regular, 5 apprentices, 1 jun-
ior firefighter, 16 retirees (not in the
total), 8 EMS full time paid, 17 EMS
part-time paid, and 16 part-time paid
firemen.

Highlands Fire Department is
funded in part by Harris County
Emergency Services District #14.
Board members are Jim Strouhal,
Johnny Gaeke, Jerry Ickes, Mark
Taylor, and Elaine Marshall. Weston
Cotten is their legal advisor.

20 YEAR SERVICE AWARD, to Joy Jones
with Chiefs Carsner and Little.

20 YEAR SERVICE
AWARD, to Josh Alford

APPOINTED SERVICE
AWARD, to Chad
Lowery, Ruben Lopez,
and Nate Scott.

BUSINESS of the Year,
Luna's Tire Shop

CITIZEN of the Year,
Claudia Birdsong

BOARD OF DIRECTORS include Thomas Coward, Matt Bennett,
Josh Alford, Tanner Scarbrough, Glenn Chisholm, Daniel
Grabill,and Pablo Camargo.

ELECTED OFFICERS include Ryan Lopez, Tim Covington, Nate Scott, Guy
Gauthier, Jr., Patrick Brown Asst. Chief, and Mike Carsner Fire Chief.

TOP TEN RESPONDERS in the HIGHLANDS VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 2023 include
Tanner Scarbrough 532, Patrick Brown 424, Matthew Bennett 267, Christofer Contreres 258,
Thomas Coward 175, Pablo Carmargo 143, Mike Carsner 124, Ryan Hotchkiss 104, Guy
Gauthier, Jr. 102, Ben Coward 101.

ESD #14 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, Jim Strouhal president,
Johnny Gaeke, Jerry Ickes, (Mark Taylor, Elaine Marshall), and
Legal Advisor Weston Cotten.

CONGRATULATIONS
to Fire Chief

HARVEY LITTLE

on his Retirement

Thank You for 36 Years
of Service to the
HIGHLANDS COMMUNITY
and the
HIGHLANDS VOLUNTEER FIRE
DEPARTMENT

Best Wishes from ESD #14

Emergency Service District #14

ESD#14 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS:
Jim Strouhal, President
Johnny Gaeke, Treasurer
Jerry Ickes, Secretary
Mark Taylor, Member
Elaine Marshall, Member
Weston Cotten, Attorney
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Independently Owned and Operated with Locations across Chambers and Liberty County!

Barbers Hill
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11402 Eagle Dr.
Mont Belvieu, TX 77523

& INSIDE HEB - Mont Belvieu, TX
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Il www.bhbank.net
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ON THE
HILL

Friends of The
Jones Library
Book Sale

The Friends of the
Jones Public Library will
be hosting a BOOK SALE
inside the library from
January 22nd - 27th. Stop
by throughout the week
to find some great deals
on gently used and pre-
viously loved books! The
friends are clearing in-
ventory to make room for
the 2024 donations so the
deals will be abundant!
All proceeds go directly
back into the library.

Jones Public Library

801 S Cleveland St Ste
A

Dayton TX 77535

The mission of the
Jones Public Library is
to enhance the scholar-
ly pursuit of
knowledge, to foster in-
tellectual curiosity, to
promote life-long learn-
ing, and cultural pro-
grams. Social
development
improves and enriches
the lives of our users
through information, ed-
ucation, and recreation.
The Library values the
citizens of Dayton Texas
and responds to their
needs by providing
clean and inviting space,
well-organized and up-
to-date collections,
friendly professional ser-
vice, and well-trained
staff who are committed
to the Library vision.”A
thriving Library that is an
integral part of the lives
within our community”

TXDOT I-10 East
Public Meetings
Jan. 23-31

The Texas Department of
Transportation (TXDOT) is
engaging the community

in a study to identify current
and future transportation
needs along I-10 East

from |-69/US 59 to SH 99
(Grand Parkway). TXDOT is
hosting a VIRTUAL public
meeting with IN-PERSON
options in multiple locations
to share project

information and receive input
from the community.

In-Person Open Houses are
from5 -7 p.m.

TUESDAY, JAN. 23

Houston Food Bank
Conference Center

535 Portwall St.

Houston, TX 77029

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 24
Lee College PAC

805 W. Texas Ave.
Baytown, TX 77520

TUESDAY, JAN. 30

North Channel Branch Library
15741 Wallisville Rd.
Houston, TX 77049

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 31
Barbers Hill ISD

Leadership Support Center
9600 Eagle Drive

Mont Belvieu, TX 77523

The public meetings will be
conducted in English and
Spanish.

View the Virtual Public Meeting
and take the online survey
beginning Tuesday,

Jan. 23, 2024 at 5 p.m.:
www.txdot.gov/projects/
hearings-meetings.html

Or scan the QR code
Questions? Please contact:
(713) 802-5837 |
Stephan.Gage@txdot.gov

City of Mont Belvieu Holds Eagle Pointe
Recreation Center Master Plan Meeting

MONT BELVIEU -
With Mont Belvieu con-
tinuing to grow at a fast
pace, the City of Mont
Belvieu’s Parks and Recre-
ation Department is plan-
ning ahead by developing
a master plan for the pop-
ular Eagle Pointe Recre-
ation Center. The Eagle
Pointe Recreation Center
has faithfully served the
Mont Belvieu area since
2001; now it is time for the
facility to grow and adapt
to the community’s chang-
ing needs. City staff feels
it is vitally important that

the public have direct in-
put on the future of Eagle
Pointe and how it will be
programmed.

To facilitate public in-
put, the City of Mont
Belvieu hosted a master
plan meeting and design
charrette on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 16 from 6:00 to 7:30
p.m. in the Magnolia Room
at the Eagle Ponte Recre-
ation Center. During the
meeting, the public was
able to interact with city
staff and give their input
on proposed programs and
features for the future Ea-

gle Pointe Recreation Cen-
ter.

City staff and residents
interacted during the de-
sign charrette, with mem-
bers working together in
the gym.

Participating were
Mont Belvieu city manag-
er, Parks & Recreation Di-
rector, Mont Belvieu
councilmembers, architec-
tural firm representatives,
EPRC members, and resi-
dents.

About Eagle Pointe Rec-
reation Center: The Eagle
Pointe Recreation Center

(EPRC) opened to the pub-
lic in 2001 and has been a
jewel of the City of Mont
Belvieu. Over the past two
decades, the facility has
remained dedicated to its
mission to promote health,
wellness, and fun to its
members and the commu-
nity. EPRC features a
weightlifting and cardio
training gym, group exer-
cise class studio, spin class
room, an indoor lap and
recreation pool, two full-
sized basketball courts,
large locker facilities, The
Pointe Grill restaurant,

and the very popular Ea-
gle Pointe Wave Pool.
Event Date/Time: Tues-
day, January 16, 2024
from 6:00 — 7:30 p.m.
Event Location: Eagle
Pointe Recreation Center —
Magnolia Room — 12450
Eagle Pointe Dr., Mont
Belvieu, TX 77523
Contact: For additional
information City of Mont
Belvieu Communications
& Marketing Director
Brian Ligon at
bligon@montbelvieu.net or
281-974-0384 (cell).

Goose Creek CISD Retums with
Enthusiasm for Learning in 2024

By Norma Martinez

Goose Creek CISD
schools were back in full
swing on Monday, January
8, fostering excitement for
learning in 2024. Staff at
GCCISD were excited to be
back in action and the stu-
dents (and parents) were
equally eager to have
school resume after winter
break.

In Ms. Shuttlesworth’s
room at De Zavala Ele-
mentary, students worked
in their small groups to
identify the plot elements
in fictional literature. The
atmosphere is filled with
curiosity and collaboration

De Zavala Elementary Students in
Ms. Shuttlesworth’s 2nd grade

classroom identifying

elements.(By Norma Martinez)

story Elementary

inferencing.

Students in Mrs. Robert’s 3rd
grade ELA class at Highlands
work to
understand characters and

as these young minds work alongside their
teacher to unravel the intricacies of story-
telling. Ms. Shuttlesworth’s dedication is
evident as she guides her students through
the fascinating world of plot development,
ensuring that each child is not only learn-
ing but also having fun in the process.
Across the district, at Highlands Ele-
mentary, Mrs. Roberts’ 3rd-grade students
were actively delving into the realm of
characterization and inferencing. The
room was alive with animated discussions
and creative roleplay as these young schol-
ars strive to unravel the complexities of
characters and their relationships within
a narrative. Mrs. Roberts, with her pas-
sion for teaching, skillfully nurtures an en-
vironment where critical thinking and
creativity flourish, allowing her students
to grasp these essential literary concepts

with eagerness and confidence.

Calpine’s Baytown CCS project
Selected by the Department of Energy

BAYTOWN - Calpine
announced that its Bay-
town Decarbonization
project has been selected
by the Office of Clean En-
ergy Demonstrations
within the Department of
Energy (DOE) to negoti-
ate to enter into a cost-
sharing agreement to
build a commercial-scale
carbon capture and stor-
age (CCS) project that will
capture and store approx-
imately two million met-
ric tons of carbon dioxide
each year. In a related an-
nouncement, DOE also
selected Calpine’s carbon
capture project at its Sut-
ter Energy Center in Cal-
ifornia. These decisions
validate and accelerate
Calpine’s work as an in-
dustry leader advancing
CCS infrastructure, sup-
port private investment in
CCS, protect good-paying
clean energy jobs, build on
Calpine’s strong commu-
nity partnerships, and
foster momentum of
Calpine’s CCS program.
The parties expect to ne-
gotiate the terms of agree-
ment over the coming
months.

Following on the suc-
cess of several pilot pro-
grams focused on testing
advanced CCS technolo-
gies, the DOE is adminis-
tering the Carbon
Capture Demonstration
Projects Program to sig-
nificantly improve the ef-

ficiency, effectiveness, en-
vironmental performance,
and scale of CCS systems.

Located in Baytown,
Texas, the Baytown Ener-
gy Center is an existing
896-megawatt natural
gas combined heat and
power facility that pro-
vides steam and power to
the adjacent Covestro
chemicals manufacturing
facility as well as power to
the Texas electric grid.
Adding post- combustion
carbon capture equip-
ment to this facility will
reduce the carbon dioxide
emissions intensity of two
of its three combustion
turbines at a design cap-
ture rate of 95%, resulting
in low CO2 steam and
power for chemicals man-
ufacturing and power for
the electric grid. After be-
ing captured, the CO2 will

be permanently seques-
tered.

“We are very pleased
and honored that the
DOE has recognized the
quality of this project and
the strength of Calpine’s
CCS program,” said Thad
Hill, CEO of Calpine Cor-
poration. “We are looking
forward to working with
the DOE to finalize the
cost-sharing agreement
and with our other stake-
holders to advance the de-
velopment of the Baytown
Decarbonization Project.
Carbon capture is an im-
portant technology for de-
carbonizing the electricity
sector and the economy.
Calpine is very grateful
for the commitment and
support for the project by
our stakeholders.”

The Baytown Energy
Center is located near oth-

er significant CO2 sourc-
es in the heavy industrial
Houston Ship Channel
area and is proximate to
multiple developing CO2
storage resources along
the Texas Gulf Coast.
Moving forward with this
project will foster momen-
tum and infrastructure
and for broader carbon re-
ductions in the area.

“Cogeneration facilities
like Baytown provide
firm, dispatchable, non-
duration-limited electric
and steam supply to reli-
ably power the electric
grid and industry. Facili-
ties like Baytown will be
part of our energy infra-
structure for the foresee-
able future, and now with
CCS technology, we can
decarbonize them.
Calpine would like to
thank the DOE as well as
our state and local offi-
cials and community part-
ners for their ongoing
support,” said Caleb
Stephenson, Calpine EVP
Commercial Operations.
“We look forward to con-
tinuing our work with the
federal government and
the communities in which
we operate on the next
phase of our company’s
longstanding role in the
energy transition.”

The Baytown facility’s
customer and site host,
Covestro, voiced its sup-
port for the project. “This
is a critical step towards

decarbonizing Calpine’s
facility, which is located
on our Covestro Baytown
site,” said Demetri Zer-
voudis, Covestro head of
operations for North
America and Baytown
site general manager.
“Carbon capture and stor-
age technology is an im-
portant tool for the
chemical industry to re-
duce carbon emissions,
and it is encouraging to
see Calpine at the fore-
front of this transition.”

The Baytown Decar-
bonization Project is being
developed in partnership
and consultation with lo-
cal stakeholders in East
Houston. As part of the
development process,
Calpine will continue ro-
bust efforts to provide lo-
cal community benefits
such as expanding the
number of full-time local
jobs, enhancing workforce
development programs
(including opportunities
for apprentices), targeting
procurement with diverse
and small business enter-
prises, and working with
local K-12 schools and Mi-
nority-Serving Institu-
tions. These benefits
reflect Calpine’s long-
standing history and com-
mitment to the
communities in which
Calpine operates.

For more information
go to

i el
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COUNTY
MATTERS

Harris County Attorney Christian Menefee

Menefee pushes for EPA
to Strengthen Air

Quality Standards

Houston, Texas — Harris County Attorney
Christian D. Menefee submitted formal com-
ments to the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) advocating for stronger national air quality
standards for fine particulate matter (PM2.5),
which is airborne pollution typically emitted in
large quantities at refineries and plants, con-
struction sites, and other industrial facilities.
PM2.5 exposure can lead to respiratory issues,
irregular heartbeat, death in people with heart or
lung diseases, and aggravated asthma.

“This is an environmental justice issue. Study
after study has shown that air pollution has a
greater impact on lower-income communities, and
Black and Hispanic people,” said Harris County
Attorney Christian D. Menefee. “There are many
communities in Harris County where people live
a stone’s throw away from industrial and toxic
waste facilities. Every level of government should
be doing all we can to protect them. I'm grateful
that the Environmental Protection Agency is
considering strengthening this air quality stan-
dard, and I fully support making sure every
person living in Harris County has clean air and
water.”

In a pivot from an April 2020 decision by the
EPA under the Trump administration, the EPA
in January 2023 announced a proposal to lower
the threshold of acceptable annual PM2.5 emis-
sions. If adopted, this rule would impact the
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality’s
(TCEQ) process for issuing permits to industrial
facilities, as the TCEQ is the state agency
charged with ensuring that the permitted emis-
sions in Texas do not rise to a level that is harm-
ful to human health and welfare.

The EPA’s comment period has now closed,
and the agency has stated it plans to issue final
standards later .

Street Party. It must have
been the weather

It began the way most miracles do: by accident or
the hand of God, take your pick. It might have been
the weather, at least partly. For December, the day
had been almost balmy and warm. You know,
sweaters instead of heavy coats. No mittens in sight.

Then there were Christmas lights on the stores,
and that little bunch of Girl Scouts out raising
money in front of the Read Me Now bookstore.
Jasper Blankenship was inside going through the
books to fortify his cabin’s library for winter and sat,
listening with a smile to the girls as they laughed
and waited for customers that weren’t really coming
along too briskly.

“It’s a shame there aren’t more people out today
for those girls,” said Sarah McKinley, behind the
counter. Jasper nodded and paid for his books, then
walked out to the truck. He stopped and thought for
a while, then brought out his violin, rosined the
bow, and walked over to the sidewalk next to the
girls.

“You girls like fiddle music?” he asked.

Carla Martinez was driving down the street,
headed for the Soup ‘R Market when she saw the
Girl Scouts dancing with each other in front of their
table to Jasper’s music. Before he’d had time to
finish that tune, she’d returned with her guitar and
joined the fun. Jim Albertson, the elementary school
principal, showed up with a harmonica, and he
wasn’t bad at it.

Dud got out his accordion and was able to at
least do the bass buttons as accompaniment.

By this time, it was getting dark in the street,
and several people turned headlights on the area in
front of the bookstore. Older people had joined the
Girl Scouts dancing in the streets, and Delbert Chin
from the Chinese restaurant across the street sent
one of his girls out with a huge pot of coffee and
paper cups.

The party was on.

It lasted until the cars’ headlights began to
wear down the batteries, but during its brief life-

time, the street dance and mid-winter party cast a
blessing on us all.

It must have been the weather.

In loving memory of times we spent with Polka
Dan Zantek and Herman the German Hastreiter.
No one could get a street party started more quickly.

e 5 —

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

By Gary Borders

Quakes Prompt Officials to Limit
Disposal Wells

The Texas Railroad Com-
mission has suspended near-
ly two dozen permits that
allow oil and gas companies
to inject saltwater into the
ground, which regulators say
has contributed to increased
earthquakes of greater mag-
nitude in West Texas.

The Austin American
Statesman reported the 23
disposal wells hold hundreds
of thousands of barrels of pro-
duced water, which is a toxic
brine. A 2022 report said the
state generated 3.9 billion
barrels of produced water
from extracting oil and gas.

The RRC instructed major
companies to no longer dis-
pose of saltwater in Reeves
and Culberson counties,
which had seven earthquakes
last year, including a 5.2
magnitude temblor that was
the fourth highest in state
history.

Meanwhile, the RRC has
developed a framework for
pilot programs to recycle pro-
duced water “safely and eco-
nomically.”

“Operators will apply for
authorization to conduct pi-
lot studies, and RRC will is-
sue a permit or letter of
authorization if the applica-
tion meets requirements. The
operators would compile data
of how treated produced wa-
ter can be reused in certain
activities that are safe and
protective of human health
and the environment,” the
news release said.

The goal is to reduce the
amount of produced water
injected back into the ground,
reducing earthquake inci-
dents.

“This framework opens up
the potential to use treated
produced water in ways that
have never been seen before
in Texas, which is a win-win
for conserving water resourc-
es, and protecting the envi-
ronment and Texans,” Wei
Wang, executive director,
said.

LAST YEAR WAS HOTTEST
EVER FOR TEXAS

It likely comes as no sur-
prise to all of us who endured
last summer, but 2023 was
the hottest ever recorded in
Texas, according to data from
the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration

and reported by the Texas
Tribune.

The average temperature
in the state measured 68.1
degrees last year, beating the
previous 2012 record by 0.3
degrees. Every year since
2000 in Texas has been
warmer than the 20th centu-
ry average, said John Niels-
en-Gammon, state
climatologist. Last year was
3.5 degrees hotter than the
20th-century average in the
state.

“That consistent warmth
is because of climate change,”
Nielsen-Gammon said.

Texas wasn't alone in feel-
ing the heat. Since federal
record keeping began in 1895,
last year was the fifth warm-
est in the contiguous United
States, not counting Hawaii
and Alaska.

“You can think of (2023) as
kind of a preview of the fu-
ture and it’s not pretty,” An-
drew Dessler, professor of
atmospheric sciences at Tex-
as A&M University, said.

PAXTON ASKS HIGH COURT
TO SHIELD HIM FROM
DEPOSITION

Attorney General Ken
Paxton is asking the Texas
Supreme Court to keep him
from being deposed in a long-
running whistleblower law-
suit filed by four former
employees at the agency.

The aides claim they were
wrongfully fired after com-
plaining to the FBI about
Paxton’s conduct concerning
a prominent campaign donor.

The Statesman reported
Paxton filed the motion with
the high court after an ap-
peals court rejected his at-
tempt to avoid being deposed.
That ruling allows the
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whistleblowers to continue
their suit, which comes after
a $3.3 million settlement
agreement last year implod-
ed when the Legislature re-
fused to pay for it.

An investigation into the
whistleblowers’ claims led to
an investigation that result-
ed in the House impeaching
Paxton, who was acquitted in
the Senate. Paxton contends
he complied with the non-
monetary terms of the settle-
ment agreement, which
included retracting a dispar-
aging news release, and that
the Legislature’s refusal to
fund the settlement does not
warrant continued settle-
ment talks or a trial.

“The Legislature consid-
ered and rejected OAG’s re-
quest for funding, and even
added a rider to the appropri-
ations bill forbidding OAG
from settling this case with
taxpayer funds,” the attor-
neys for the whistleblowers
wrote in their response.

HOMELESSNESS IN TEXAS ON
THE RISE

Homelessness in Texas
grew by more than 12% last
year, according to the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Ur-
ban Development. The
Tribune reported more than
27,000 Texans were unhoused
when homelessness advocates
conducted their annual Point-
in-Time count last January,
with 43% of those living on the
streets.

Higher rents and the end of
pandemic-era safety nets such
as federal rent relief funds and
a moratorium on evictions are
being blamed for the increase.
Homelessness rose in nearly
every demographic group, ac-
cording to the Point-in-Time
estimate.

“We're in a huge affordabil-
ity crisis,” said Eric Samuels,
president and CEO of Texas
Homeless Network. “There’s a
lot of people out there at risk
of homelessness. And if they
fall into homelessness, we
have a lot fewer units to help
them escape homelessness.”

RABIES VACCINE BAIT
AIRDROP MARKS 30 YEARS

Planes are taking to the air
in South Texas to kick off the
30th annual oral rabies vac-
cine airdrop, according to the
Texas Department of State
Health Services.

“Our goal is to vaccinate
coyotes and gray foxes along
the border to maintain herd
immunity against rabies and
keep new or previously elimi-
nated rabies variants from be-
coming established in Texas,”
said Kathy Parker, project di-
rector. “We will be distributing
vaccine baits over 18 border
counties this year.”

The project is expected to
last two weeks. Vaccine baits
are dropped along half mile
intervals. More than 820,000
oral vaccine baits will be
dropped. Since the airdrop
program began, the number of
animal rabies cases caused by
the variants found in South
Texas dropped from 122 cases
in 1994 to zero cases by 2000.

There have been no human
cases of rabies attributable to
the rabies cases found in that
region since the program be-
gan.

_'*—

THE

POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

Sharing a
Story

My nephew, Beau, keeps
me on my toes.

Keeping on my toes is a
good way to develop balance
and agility. It is also a good
way to fall on my face and em-
barrass myself. But since I
don’t spend a lot of time with
teenagers—and not nearly
enough with Beau—I am try-
ing.

Right now, he’s trying to
convince me that I need a me-
chanical keyboard for my com-
puter. I am old enough to
remember typing class in high
school. The “thunk, thunk,
thunk!” sound of hitting keys
is not a pleasant memory. My
parents gave me a state-of-
the-art typewriter when I left
for college, and it had (won-
der of wonders!) a self-correct-
ing function, which was a
huge improvement over the
machines from high school,
but it was still messy and
time-consuming.

Then I didn’t write any-
thing for years and, by the
time I wrote again, I was us-
ing a wireless keyboard and
wireless mouse with a great
big monitor. Now, when I see
typewriters, rather than expe-
riencing a pleasant nostalgia,
I feel something closer to
dread. But Beau is trying to
tell me that a mechanical key-
board is the way to go, and I
am trying to keep an open
mind.

“It’s really easy to use,” he
assures me. “And it will last
much longer than a mem-
brane keyboard.”

“Hmmm.”

“And you can adjust it to
any touch you want.”

“Uh-huh.”

In addition to his interest
in computer peripherals,
Beau is also a voracious read-
er. I gave him a book over
Christmas, and he texted me
a few days later saying he
wanted to discuss it with me.
The problem was, I hadn’t
read it. (I had no idea I was
expected to actually read the
books I gave to him at Christ-
mas.) So [ went back to my lo-
cal bookstore to buy a copy. As
I approached the front desk, I
saw a collection of books and
a sign that read “Signed Cop-
ies.” I then realized one of the
books on the table was the
meditations of Marcus Aure-
lius, who died in A.D. 180.

“I guess you wouldn’t have
a signed copy of Marcus Au-
relius,” I said to Patrick, who
works the front desk.

“Well, we wouldn’t have
three for sure!” Patrick re-
plied. Patrick is a smart aleck.

Also displayed in front was
an old typewriter, much older
than any I was forced to use.
“I feel lucky to be writing
now,” I told Patrick. “I bet we
would have three more novels
by Charles Dickens if he’d had
word processing.”

“A lot of writers back then
had their wives transcribe
their manuscripts!” Patrick
noted, disapprovingly.

“I've heard he read his
books to his daughter,” I told
him.

“You can tell,” Patrick said.
“His writing sounds like a sto-
ry you would tell aloud.”

I left the bookstore with
the book I gave Beau and a
copy of Marcus Aurelius. I
thought how fortunate I was
to be able to buy a book so eas-
ily and to have all these tools
that make writing so effort-
less.

But as different as it all
seems, | know that reading
and writing have not really
changed all that much.
Whether the story was writ-
ten with a quill pen or on a
fancy computer, whether it
was read off a stone tablet or
an electronic one, it is still just
someone sharing a story.

I'm going to give Beau’s
mechanical keyboard a try. It
will keep me on my toes. And
it will remind me—once
again—that there is no one
right way to tell a story.

Till next time,

Carrie
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PET MATTERS

In Memor
Susan Hoffman

Houston Petset and L3 design
deliver 50 dog houses to BARC
ahead of Freezing Temperatures

The houses will be stored at BARC and
distributed to pet owners who are
unable to provide adequate shelter for
their outside pets.

HOUSTON, Texas (Jan. 12, 2024)
— Houston PetSet, a local nonprofit or-
ganization working to end Houston’s
homeless animal crisis, coordinated
with L3 Design, Landscaping & Out-
door Living, delivered 50 custom-built
dog houses to BARC Animal Enforce-
ment ahead of the approaching hard
freeze.

Houston PetSet and L.3 Design have
been working with leadership at
BARC to address the influx of reports
made about dogs left outside in the
cold. In 2022, the State of Texas en-
acted the Safe Outdoor Dogs Act that
prohibits owners from leaving pets
outside in extreme weather with no
access to appropriate shelter.

Built by Houston PetSet’s exclusive
landscaping and outdoor living part-
ner L3 Design with lumber donated
by Gabriel Home Builders, these dog
houses will enable pet owners to prop-
erly care for their pets in the face of
cold or inclement weather. The dog
houses will be distributed at the dis-
cretion of BARC animal enforcement
officers as they respond to calls from
the community.

“With temperatures dropping and
thousands of pets left without shelter,
Houston PetSet is happy to be able to
partner with BARC and the rescue
community to distribute dog houses
to those in need,” said Houston Pet-
Set Co-President Tama Lundquist.
“These life-saving measures will en-
sure that family pets are safe, and we

are grateful for this exclusive partner-
ship with L3 Design and the generos-
ity of Gabriel Home Builders.”

“At L3 Design, we are all pet peo-
ple,” said Owner and Chief Growth
Officer Lauren Olenius. “They are
members of our family and we feel ob-
ligated to do what we can for dogs that
are on their own and don’t have a fam-
ily to love and take care of them. We
believe in giving back to our commu-
nity and dogs are a big part of our com-
munity. We are grateful to this
organization that gives us the oppor-
tunity to be involved with such a wor-
thy endeavor.”

“As BARC’s staff works hard to pre-
pare our shelter pets for the incoming
cold front, we urge the public to care
for their own pets, bring them indoors,
and provide them with proper safety
from next week’s hard freeze,” said
BARC Shelter Director Jarrad Mears.
“We will have additional enforcement
crews working overnight throughout
the freezing weather to respond to
Harris County Animal Cruelty Task
Force calls. We'll be staffed through-
out each evening at the shelter to pro-
vide humane care as well for the
animals in our care and any we col-
lect in the community.”

Houston PetSet reminds the public
to use straw to insulate dog and cat
houses instead of blankets, as fabric
can hold moisture and make pets even
colder than the ambient air tempera-
ture. Access to food and fresh clean
water (that isn’t frozen) is also vital
for pets who are staying outside.
Whenever possible, please bring pets
inside when temperatures drop below
freezing, as they are currently fore-
casted to do.

Maximum Tax Savings

Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY

A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION

All Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)
& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes
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Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits

Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts
Other Services Rendered

Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,
Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage
Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon — 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

Jack NooNaN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF

IRS Enrolled License # 2022 — 65282
6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: info@crosbytaxes.com

ENTERTAINMENT
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Abbott
supports
Cain,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

During the campaign
stop, the Governor touted
Representative Cain as a
strong conservative fight-
er who Texans in House
District 128 need back at
the Texas Capitol in Aus-
tin, noting that the Repre-
sentative will continue the
fight against the woke left-
ist mob and President
Biden’s dangerous open
border policies.

Governor Abbott addresses Briscoe Cain supporters last Friday at the Battleground Golf Course in Deer Park.
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Crosby Message,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

shared this piece of ad-
vice for anyone thinking
about running: “Don’t
compare yourself to any-
one else. Just get out
there and do it!” We are
so proud of all our Cougar
runners!

Crosby ISD staff got
back into the swing of
things with a Profession-
al Development Day on
January 5. We call these
days “Red Box Fridays,”
because they are a red
square on the Academic
calendar. To give just one
example: Drew Elemen-
tary School Assistant
Principal, Ms. Rogers,
guided teachers through
training on the TELPAS
(Texas English Language
Proficiency Assessment
System). Then Technolo-
gy Services staff stopped
by to demonstrate the
powerful app known as
“Apple Classroom.”
Teachers can enhance in-
struction and classroom
work by syncing the stu-
dents’ iPads and guiding
students as one team. It’s
one example of next-level
instruction, and it’s fun to
watch.

January is School
Board Recognition
Month. I want to thank
our Board of Trustees for
their many years of vol-
unteer service. Trustees
devote their time and
their talents to making
the best decisions for the
students, staff members,
and families of Crosby
ISD. In all, our Team of 8
has 20 years of combined
experience serving on the
Board of Trustees. Thank
you to: President JR
Humphries (Proud Cros-
by High School graduate),
Vice President Jennifer
Roach (career-long educa-
tor), Secretary Heather
Barrett (Proud Crosby
High School graduate and
career-long educator), As-
sistant Secretary Kea
Lynn Lewis (accom-
plished singer and law
enforcement advocate),

Trustee Karen St. Julian-
Thomas (community cen-
ter director), Trustee Lisa
Kallies (retired Crosby
ISD educator), and Trust-
ee Phillip Chapman
(Proud Cougar Baseball
dad and business owner).
Our Board members are
a powerful force for good
in our communities.

Let me share our first
student shout-outs of the
new year. Over the break,
Crosby High School Band
student, Cortez Calzon-
cin, earned a spot in the
Texas 5A All-State Band.
It’s the 10th year in a row
the CHS band has been
represented at All-State.
Cortez is a senior and
plays the bass clarinet.
We are so proud of him!
Our student-run Floral
Design business, “The
Red Rose,” created more
than 80 centerpieces and
arrangements for the
“Texas Dance Educators
Association” Recognition
Luncheon in downtown
Houston this month. Cou-
gar Stars sponsor, Ms.
Godoy, worked with CHS
Floral Design instructor,
Ms. Walton, to show off
the imagination and cre-
ativity of our CTE (Career
and Technical Education)
students. The Crosby
High School girls’ basket-
ball team is on a hot
streak! The varsity team
has won 6 games in a row,
and the Lady Cougars are
now 6-1 in district play.
Way to go! The boys’ team
is 3-2 in district play as
we move into mid-Janu-
ary. From basketball sea-
son to Spelling Bee
season, Barrett Elemen-
tary kicked things off
with their campus-wide
Spelling Bee last week.
Students at our other el-
ementary schools will be
competing over the com-
ing weeks, before the top
two winners at each cam-
pus travel to the District-
wide Spelling Bee on
February 13.

Thank you to the Cros-

Crosby High School girls’ basketball team is on a 6-game winning streak. This month, the Lady Cougars celebrated
three varsity players: Savannah McKinnerney and Lamaya Clark for achieving 500 points in their high school
basketball careers. Senior Emori LaSalle also celebrated a milestone of 800 points in her career

Crosby High School Floral Design students and teacher, Ms. Jacquelyn Walton, created more than 80
centerpieces for the “Texas Dance Educators Association” Recognition Luncheon in downtown Houston this

month

by High School football
team and Cougar Canine
veterinary tech students
who volunteered to serve
at the first grocery distri-
bution of the new year.
Each Thursday, families
in need can drive up to
Cougar Stadium to re-
ceive free groceries, cour-
tesy of the Houston Food
Bank. Our Mobile School
Market is run by students

as we seek to instill the
idea of selfless service in
our future graduates.
Did you make any New
Year’s resolutions? Some
of our students did! Stu-
dents in Mrs. Ramirez’s
class at Crosby Elementa-
ry School toasted their
new goals by coloring pa-
per toast and sharing
their dreams for 2024.
Jeremiah wrote that he

would like to “learn to
play basketball,” while
Mayvis wrote “learn to
play soccer.” We have
some budding student-
athletes already in first
grade!

This month, I’'m also
encouraging our District
Leadership Team to
share the One Word Chal-
lenge for the third year in
a row. The One Word

First-grade students at Crosby
Elementary School “toast” the new
year by creating resolutions for
2024.

First-grade students at Crosby
Elementary School are dreaming of
becoming student-athletes in
2024.

Challenge is simply
choosing one specific
word that will guide you
throughout the year as
you make decisions and
pursue your goals. Last
year, words included:
“Progress,” “Growth,”
“Perspective,” “Persever-
ance,” and “Thrive.” 1
can’t wait to see what our
leaders’ vision is for their
personal development
this year.

What a great year 2024
will be! Crosby ISD will
celebrate our 105th birth-
day in June. The District
was founded in 1919 by
an act of the Texas Legis-
lature, and we’ve been
teaching students for
more than a century now.
We celebrate our tradi-
tion by also looking for-
ward to the future. I know
there’s so much in store
for 2024, and we can’t
wait to celebrate the news
with you.

We are Moving For-
ward! Go Coogs!

Precinct 3 Commissioner Tom Ramsey Kicks Off $17.8 Million
in Drainage Improvement Projects for Barrett Station

HARRIS COUNTY, TX
— Precinct 3 Commission-
er Tom Ramsey’s Office is
investing in Barrett Sta-
tion’s future with $17.8
million in projects to forti-
fy the area against flood-
ing.

Projects will improve
street and drainage infra-
structure in Dreamland
Place, Barrett Settlement
and St. Charles Place sub-
divisions

Construction recently
began in the Dreamland
Place subdivision as Phase
1 of the drainage improve-
ment projects. This will
benefit 80 homes and in-
clude installing a pumped
detention basin, upgrading
culverts, and regrading
23,000 linear feet of ditch-
es (equivalent to 77 foot-
ball fields) for better
drainage.

Several Dreamland
Place subdivision streets
will also be extended, in-
cluding E. Broussard Ave-
nue, Lullaby Lane,
Sandman Avenue, Jean La
Fitte Drive, and Parish
Road. Lullaby Drive and E.
Broussard Avenue will ex-
tend westward to Jean La
Fitte Drive, and Sandman
Avenue will stretch to Par-
ish Road. Jean La Fitte
Drive at Fontain Lane will
extend north to E. Brous-
sard Avenue, while Parish
Road will connect to Sand-
man Avenue. When com-
pleted, the roadways will
link multiple sections of
the neighborhood.

The $6.5 million Dream-
land Place subdivision
project is set for comple-
tion by the second quarter
of 2024.

Phase 2 of the drainage
improvement projects will
begin in the Barrett Settle-
ment and St. Charles Place
subdivisions during the
first quarter of 2024 and
benefit approximately 450
homes. This will include
installing culverts with in-
creased water-carrying ca-
pacity, regrading 68,000
linear feet of ditches
(equivalent to 226 football
fields) for better drainage,
and constructing a new de-
tention basin. The $11.3
million phase will conclude
in the first quarter of 2025.

“We are committed to
creating a resilient and
safe environment for our
communities,” said Pre-
cinct 3 Commissioner Tom
S. Ramsey, P.E. “These
improvements represent a
crucial investment in Bar-
rett’s future, strengthen-
ing the area’s flood
resilience and enhancing
our residents’ quality of
life.”

The projects underscore
Precinct 3’s dedication to
improving street and
drainage infrastructure to
support strong communi-
ties. In addition to these
drainage improvement
projects, Commissioner
Ramsey’s Office actively
seeks funding to improve
safety with over 300 new
streetlights for Barrett
Station. Ongoing mainte-
nance efforts include mow-
ing, tree trimming, pothole
repair, ditch maintenance,
and more.

For additional informa-
tion about these projects or
others throughout Precinct
3, please email

pet3servicedept@pct3.hetx.net.
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