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Now in our New Offices
1500 E. Wallisville Road
Highlands, TX 77562

WESTON G. COTTEN
Attorney at Law
O. 281/421-4050
F. 281/533-6032

weston@westoncotten.com

AUTO & HOME INSURANCE
Jeremy Rosenkranz
State Farm Agent

440 S. Main Street, Highlands, TX 77562
281-426-3512

jtr@jeremyrosenkranz.com

RACHEL’S DINER
Southern Cooking Buffet -- NOW OPEN

14280 FM 2100 (Across from Walmart)
281-462-7349

✯
IN THE
STARS

EVENTS

The Highlands/
Lynchburg Chamber of
Commerce will hold a
2024 SWEETHEART GALA
on February 15th, at
Monument Inn.

Starting at 6:45pm, the
event will include Awards,
Silent Auction, and Dinner.

Sponsors include
Community Toyota, State
Farm Randy Casey, Kostka
Auto, Goose Creek CISD,
and Sterling-White FH.

For Tickets or
Sponsorship, contact the
Chamber at
highlandslynchburg
chamber@outlook.com, or
281-513-7267.

Highlands
Chamber Gala
Feb. 15th

Coming in February:
BUSINESS &
INDUSTRY

SPECIAL EDITION
Featuring your Story and Ad
in the STAR-COURIER and the
NORTH CHANNEL STAR. See
details on Page 5. Contact us
at 713-266-3444 to be part of

this Special Edition.

Crosby’s 500th basketball win; Spelling Bee; scholarships
By Paula Patterson
Crosby ISD Superintendent

Hello East Harris Coun-
ty and Crosby ISD fami-
lies,

We’re jumping into a
new month with new op-
portunities for learning
and growth. February is a
bustling time, celebrating
Valentine’s Day, Lunar
New Year, Black History
Month, CTE Month, and
the 100thDay of School.
Crosby ISD students and
staff will mark the 100th
Day milestone on Febru-
ary 13. Although not an of-
ficial holiday, we enjoy
recognizing all that our
students have learned
halfway through the school
year. Some elementary
students dress in cos-
tumes, while others spend

the day brainstorming 100
ways to be kind or writing
100 words they’ve learned
so far.

Crosby ISD will be cele-
brating the 3rd annual
District Spelling Bee on
February 8. For the last
few weeks, students at el-
ementary campuses have

competed to see which stu-
dents will have the oppor-
tunity to be crowned the
Crosby ISD Spelling Bee
Champion. Last year’s
winning word was “switch-
eroo,” which is defined as:
“a change, reversal, or ex-
change, especially a sur-
prising one.” I can’t wait to

Crosby High School Assistant Athletic Director and Head Boys’ Basketball Coach Edwin Egans celebrates his 500th career win. Coach Egans
is the winningest coach in Crosby High School history.

Continued. See CROSBY
SUPERINTENDENT, Page 6

cheer on this year’s win-
ner!

From spelling bees to
scholarships, there is an
important deadline coming
up for Crosby High School
seniors. There are nearly
20 local scholarships avail-
able for members of the
Class of 2024, worth more

than $80,000. The dead-
line to apply is February
2 2 .  U s e  t h e  l i n k
www.crosbyisd.org/schol-
arships to see the scholar-
ships available. Apply
now!

Crosby/Huffman Chamber selects new leadership
By David Taylor
Managing Editor

With the turn of the cal-
endar page into the new
year, it ushered in the first
days for new leadership in
t h e  C r o s b y - H u f f m a n
Chamber of Commerce.
Leaders are anxious to dis-
tance themselves from the
pain of the pandemic.

“I think it’s just refocus-
ing,” said Crystal Egorush-
kin, the new chairman of
the board for the chamber.
“The pandemic took a lot
out of everyone, business-
es and the chamber. Every-
thing was at a standstill.”

Egorushkin joined the
chamber in 2021 with her
business Trusted Insur-
ance Group and became a
board member in 2022.
Now she’s at the helm of
the organization and hopes

to see growth this year.
“We’re kind of getting

our footing and revisioning
our relationships with
members and connecting
them together to grow the
community,” Egorushkin
said.

She also sees social me-
dia as an extremely pow-
erful tool and hopes to see
their new president re-
vamp their internet pres-
ence.

“We’ll also be offering
spotlights online to pro-
mote our members and at
our luncheons, we will
bring speakers who can
share tips and tricks to
help them grow their busi-
ness. Everything we bring
to the table will be valu-
able content for our mem-
bers,” she promised.

The chamber board has
spent the last four months
or so putting together a
profile for their new presi-
dent and pouring over re-
sumes and reexamining
the mission of the cham-
ber.

“The chamber is not city
or county funded and we

have to raise our own
funds every single year.
We rely on our member-
ship to fund that, but at
the same time we have to
be able to give back to
them in services that will
help them,” she said.

Early on, they realized
there was no way to bring
in a new president until
some cleanup was accom-
plished.

During that time, all the
phone calls were funneled
to Egorushkin’s personal
phone.

“We didn’t want to miss
any opportunities and at
the time, we just couldn’t
afford to pay someone,” she
said. Other board mem-
bers pitched in with office
duties and in December,

Continued. See C/H CHAMBER
LEADERSHIP, Page 5

Crystal Egorushkin was elected as
the new chairman of the board for
the chamber. She is the owner of
Trusted Insurance Group in
Crosby.

The Crosby-Huffman Chamber of Commerce board has selected Crosby
resident Tom Richard to lead the chamber. Richard brings corporate
marketing and advertising skills to the job and looks forward to growing
the chamber this year.

Send your Valentine
a Special Message in
our Feb. 14 issue.
Details on Page 5.

ROTARY CHILI FEAST THIS SATURDAY

Rotarians preparing for the Chili Feast Raffle ticket draw. L to R, Diana Weaver, Weston
Cotten, Sheila McDonald, and Larry White. The Raffle winner will receive a new Chevy SUV
from Turner Chevrolet.

HIGHLANDS – Rotarians and
the community are looking forward
to the 49th Annual Chili Feast this
Saturday, which will be held at the
St. Jude’s Catholic Church social hall
on Main Street. Chili will be served
from 11am to 3pm.

This tradition dates back to 1976,
when the club held its first Chili
Feast at the Holiday Inn Travel Park
on S. Main. In 1983 the first raffle
for a new car was held in conjunc-
tion, and Gladys Burton won a new
Cadillac.

Since then, the club has held a
Chili Feast and new car raffle every
year, and has raised over $1,000,000.
Each year the proceeds from the
Chili Feast are returned to the com-
munity for scholarships and support
of other worthwhile activities.

The Chili Feast is under the di-
rection of chairperson GayLynn Mil-
liorn and club president Denise
Smith this year, with all the mem-
bers assisting.

A large crowd is expected as peo-
ple are anxious to get out and meet

their friends in this 49th year tradition.
The event includes delicious chili dinners, cooked  with Chester

Stasney’s world-famous recipe, a raffle for 16 prizes including a
new 2024 Chevy automobile, a silent auction and a live auction.

Chili Chairman GayLynn Milliorn
pointed out that the live auction con-
tains a number of desireable items,
which are offered only once a year to
event participants.

Live Auction items include a
GBOGH Belt Buckle, Quilts by Con-
nie Russell with a US and Texas
themes, Firepit with liquor, Crafts-
man Tool set, Stanley jump start and
air compressor, picnic table, hand
truck and cart, ad in the Star-Couri-
er, kid sized ATV and Lamborghini,
Expresso machine, Family weekend
getaway to Lake Limestone, Teddy
Bear Valentine’s Basket, wine bas-
ket, and an outdoor table with match-
ing chairs and umbrella. More items
will be added before the event opens,
and the Silent Auction will have doz-
ens more desireable gifts, something
for everyone who attends. Don’t miss
this one a year opportunity!

The public is welcome, and $10 din-
ner tickets and $100 raffle tickets are
available from all Rotarians and many
local businesses. Tickets are available
by calling 832-483-3505 or at the door.

The Crosby/Huffman
Chamber of Commerce
will hold its Annual
Awards Banquet on
Thursday, February 22nd
from 6:30-8:30 at
Stonebridge at Newport,
16401 Country Club Drive,
Crosby.

Reservations and
Sponsorships, contact
chamber@crosbyhuffmancc.org,
or call.

You are asked to
nominate Best Business,
non-profit, volunteer,
citizen and ambassador.
Vote https://
www.surveymonkey.com/
r/2XNKDS7.

Crosby
Chamber Gala
Feb. 22nd
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GOOSE CREEK CISD NEWS

Title: Are You a GCCISD
Champion?

With a new year, we have
a new opportunity presented
to us, to reflect on our current
path in life and contemplate
the journey going forward.
Many of us create New Year’s
resolutions as we evaluate
our physical and mental
health, as well as our circle of
friends, and determine what
our best course of action will
be, in order to strive to be-
come the best possible version
of ourselves.

As I have reflected on 2023
and considered our greatest
hopes for 2024, I thought of
my own unlikely educational
pathway and how a doctoral
degree was not in my vocabu-
lary as a young adult. In my
mind I traced each step along
the way, but what came to the
forefront of mind was not my
first degree, but my second
one and the master’s thesis
entitled, “Finding Balance”. I
remember that twenty-five
years ago the concept of find-
ing balance between career
and a quality home life was
quite challenging. I remem-
ber that teachers, coaches,
and administrators were re-
vered as model citizens and a
group that the community
held in such high regard.
Then, my mind of course
jumped to our current dedi-
cated Goose Creek educators
and the national rhetoric they
must endure in hearing that
all public schools have been
cast into such a negative light
associated with what I believe
to be a campaign set out to
smear public education in
favor of something more en-
trepreneurial and believed to
be a lesser burden on our tax-
ation system. As educators,
we clearly did not choose the
method or the madness by
which our public schools are
funded. It was created by leg-
islators in 1845, almost 180
years ago and designed to be
paid for through a 10-cent tax
on every dollar collected
placed into an educational
depository now called the
Permanent School Fund,
which now has almost $50
Billion, with a B.  Those not
truly informed of the dedica-
tion of our teachers, staff, and
administrators assume that
most teachers have chosen
the profession because it’s
“easy” or maybe to have sum-
mers off, which is hilarious to
most educators. What many
may not realize is that the

“educational summer” has
become shorter and shorter
by state mandates and is of-
ten less than a month, which
most employees use for per-
sonal growth and staff devel-
opment. At the end of the day,
this national rhetoric does not
apply to 99% of educators
across America, much less
Texas.

According to the 55th An-
nual Phi Delta Kappan Poll of
the Public’s Attitude Toward
the Public Schools, 66% of
adults believe teachers should
be making decisions regard-
ing public school education,
not residents or lawmakers,
and certainly not state gover-
nors or legislatures, who fin-
ished last on the list of ideal
decision-makers
(PDKpoll.org, 2023). The pa-
rental survey indicated that
parents supported their local
public schools and graded
their schools as top quality, or
of A caliber. Those not direct-
ly associated with the public
school graded their public
schools with a B and those
with little or no association
graded them as C. One can
conclude that the more in-
volved you are in the local
school, the more you see and
appreciate them. Those who
are not involved – perhaps
detached from our public edu-
cation altogether - do not val-
ue the cost and efforts of our
staff associated with provid-
ing the highest quality educa-
tion for our community. For
most public-school educators,
the choice to teach is altruis-
tic, or rather a decision to
place others above self, and
ultimately to assist our great
nation through the vessel of
our public schools doing what
they do, elevating society
through the portal of our
youth.

I am not here to bash alter-
natives, but those with less
altruistic and more entrepre-
neurial mindsets may also
pursue or accept a lesser
quality alternative to all of
the choice we offer our fami-
lies in public education. Those
pursuing other interests rep-
resent only about 12% of all
Texas students, ultimately
risk enrolling their students
in schools that may not be
fiscally sound and many but
not all of these alternative
educational platforms actual-
ly underperform our local
public-school districts (TSTA,
2022).

A lot is expected from
those in education, far ex-
ceeding a regular 40-hour
work week. In my final reflec-
tive moments, what comes to
mind is what we would like
from our citizens. My nostal-
gia brings thoughts of what
used to be automatic and still
seems quite simplistic, how-
ever in today’s divisive world
in which we live, seems like a
long stretch. What is it? A
simple expression of respect,
thanks or acknowledgment
for the hard work done by our
entire educational organiza-
tion, from librarian to teach-
er, to bus driver, to grounds
and maintenance workers
who are all indeed growing,
shaping and transforming our
Goose Creek CISD children
into future GIANTS who will
serve within our community
and across the globe one day.
We need true champions for
what we are doing every day.
We need you to join us in the
literal fight for the state and
national public education
system so that the additional
state funding sitting in a sav-
ings account in Austin, Texas
can help address the crucial
needs such as classroom re-
sources and improved teacher
salaries and building struc-
ture to absorb the growth of
our community. We recognize
that less than half of our com-
munity are actually connect-
ed to the school system.
Doesn’t it just make sense to
educate our children and view
it as an investment in our
future. I believe in an educat-
ed society. It is our greatest
hope as a nation. It is the
pathway toward each of our
own personal life’s journeys.
The question is, are you or
will you become a champion
for GCCISD and our local
schools?

Goose Creek CISD Celebrates 14
Outstanding Teachers at HAASBE’s
Teacher of the Year Award

GCCISD HAASBE Teachers of the Year Back from left: Aisha Roches, Veronica Phillips, Canji Rhodes, Taylor
Kurbad-Veal, Linda LeDay, Reggie Rice, Erica Lott and Brittney Bean Front from left: Devin Perry, Imani Lee,
Shannon Herrera, Shianna Nichols, Toya Washington, and Letitia Tate.(Photo by Carrie Pryor-Newman: )

By Norma Martinez

Goose Creek CISD is delighted to announce the exceptional achievement of 14
teachers who have been honored with HAASBE’s Teacher of the Year award.
Their remarkable contributions will be celebrated at the 37th Annual Teacher
Awards and Recognition Ceremony on February 8, 2024. We are immensely proud
of their accomplishments and grateful for their positive impact on our school
community.  The following teachers will be honored: Aisha Roches, Veronica Phil-
lips, Canji Rhodes, Taylor Kurbad-Veal, Linda LeDay, Reggie Rice, Erica Lott,
Brittney Bean, Devin Perry, Imani Lee, Shannon Herrera, Shianna Nichols, Toya
Washington, and Letitia Tate

The 2024 Goose Creek CISD
Rodeo Art Show – Recognizing
Outstanding Student Artists
and Faculty Achievements

The 2024 Goose Creek
CISD Rodeo Art Show
opened on January 8,
2024, and concluded on
January 25, 2024. A recep-
tion was held on its final
public viewing weekday,
honoring the student art-
ists – from kindergarten to
12th grade - and faculty
members from across the
district.

This year featured over
300 entries for the district
competition. The top win-
ners are encouraged to en-
ter the statewide Houston
Livestock Show and Rodeo
student art competition in
March. GCCISD had 4
pieces earn Gold Medal
Awards, 3 pieces earn Best
of Show Awards, and 1
piece earn the Special Mer-
it Award. At the reception,
Mr. Ray LaVan, Director of
Fine Arts, also presented

his  Director ’ s  Choice
Awards and Dr. Randal
O’Brien, GCCISD superin-
tendent of schools, pre-
s e n t e d  h i s
Superintendent’s Choice
Awards.

Listed below are the art
show category and the
Goose Creek CISD stu-
dents who placed or re-
c e i v e d  a n  h o n o r a b l e
mention at the art show.

Director’s Choice Award
Winners

Elementary – Addison
Constante

Junior School – Kayla
Gutierrez

High School – Jaylene
Mondragon

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ’ s
Choice Award Winners

Elementary – Aneah
Cuevas

Junior School – Nevae-
ah Ballinas

High School – Genaro
Silva

Special Merit Award
Winner

Genaro Silva
Gold Medal Award Win-

ners
Elementary – Aneah

Cuevas
Junior School – Yahel

Villa Gomez
High School – Nayeli

Perez and Dana Loza
Best of Show
Elementary – Jeremy

Ramirez
Junior School – Kayla

Villarreal
High School – Marco Al-

varez
For more information

about the Art Show or any
fine arts program, please
call the Goose Creek CISD
Fine Arts Office at 281-
707-3890.

Art Show pieces were on display at the GCCISD Central Administration Building
January 8-25 for public viewing

Dr. Randal O’Brien, James ‘Jim’ Campisi, Richard Clem, Matt Flood, and Ray Lavan
presented the awards, such as Best Show to Marco Villarreal and his teacher, Erin
Cook

The Baytown Junior School National Junior Honor Society hosted a Blanket Drive
on campus to assist the community during this winter season.

All blankets were delivered this past Monday to Focus Care on North Main. (Pic-
ture by Daniella Mondragon)

Baytown Junior School National
Junior Honor Society Warms
Hearts with Blanket Drive

You can read the Star-Courier curent and back
issues on our website: www.starcouriernews.com
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ON THE
HILL

Sher i f f  Br ian  Haw-
thorne reports that on Jan-
uary 18, 2024, an arrest
was made in an election
fraud investigation that
began in late October of
2023.

It was reported to the
Chambers County Sheriff’s
Office by County Clerk
Heather Hawthorne, who
suspected someone was
tampering with the City
Council election for Beach
City. At the time there
were multiple complain-
ants and all suspected it to
be a candidate in the City
Council election.

Last year, Chambers
County created an election
integrity task force made
up of District Attorney
Cheryl Lieck Henry, Coun-
ty Attorney Ashley Cain
Land, County Clerk Heath-
er Hawthorne, and Sheriff
Brian Hawthorne. The
Chambers County election
integrity task force re-
viewed the information giv-
en by the complainants to
then give direction to the
detectives. A criminal in-

vestigation clearly led to
the suspect that had been
identified by the original
complainants.

During the investiga-
tion, the Sheriff’s Office
had multiple residents of
Beach City come forward
and say that someone had
placed what appeared to be
a falsified official election
document in their US Post-
al mailbox. It appeared
that the document intend-

ed to sway the residents of
Beach City to not go vote on
election day due to the elec-
tion being canceled. This
same document is what
generated the task force in-
vestigation because weeks
prior it had been emailed to
multiple registered voters
of Beach City. Due to mul-
tiple homeowner’s security
videos and other informa-
tion given, detectives were
led to the identified sus-

pect. An evidentiary search
warrant confirmed emails
and other electronic evi-
dence along with campaign
signs of his opponents in
his possession. An arrest
warrant was requested and
granted to take Kyle Dia-
mond of Beach City into
custody on the charge of
election fraud. During this
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  i t  w a s
brought to the attention of
detectives that Diamond
had not only run for the
City Council prior but had
also worked at the Texas
State Capitol and for an
Austin-based political con-
sulting firm.

ELECTION FRAUD -
O F F E N S E ,
276.013(A)(5), MA

E l e c t i o n  C o d e
276.013(a)(5) - A person
commits an offense if the
person knowingly or inten-
tionally makes any effort to
provide false information to
a voter with the intent of
preventing the voter from
voting in an election in
which the voter is eligible
to vote.

The Chambers County
Clerk, Heather Hawthorne,
was quoted saying, “I have
the responsibility to ensure
safe and secure elections
and report any irregulari-
ties to the DA and Sheriff’s
Office. Whether it’s a local
election or national elec-
tion, election integrity is
the basis of our democracy.”

County Attorney Ashley
Cain Land was quoted say-
ing, “I am proud of the work
done by detectives and the
Elections Integrity Task
Force, and will prosecute
this and any future elec-
tion-related crimes to the
fullest extent to ensure
election integrity in Cham-
bers County.”

District Attorney Cher-
yl Lieck Henry said, “Elec-
tion integrity is paramount
to our democracy. Many
election laws are misde-
meanors and it is because
of people like Kyle Dia-
mond that myself and oth-
ers will go back to Austin
urging this type of crime
and others like it to be a fel-
ony offense.”

BAYTOWN – Express
Employment Professionals
celebrated their Chamber
of Commerce membership
with a Ribbon Cutting cer-
emony.  

Express Employment
Professionals is a leading
staffing provider helping
job seekers find work with
a wide variety of local busi-
nesses. Because they are
locally owned, they live
and work in the communi-
ty and have a vested inter-
est in its success.  In
addition to their staffing
services, their team is ac-
tively involved with a wide
variety of causes and orga-
n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  h e l p
strengthen the local com-
munities.  Express Em-
ployment Professionals
provides a full range of

Express Employment Professionals -
Celebrates with Ribbon Cutting

Baytown Chamber Ambassadors and Express Employment Professionals employee’s
surround business owners, Chris Berry and wife Drucilla as he prepares to cut the
ribbon

employment solutions that
include full-time, tempo-
rary and part-time employ-
ment in a wide range of
positions, including Profes-
sional, Light Industrial,
Skilled Trades and Office
Services.

They have recently
opened their newest loca-
tion at 8018 North High-
w a y  1 4 6 ,  S u i t e  2  i n
Baytown.  Welcome to
Baytown and welcome to
the Chamber of  Com-
merce!

For more information,
p l e a s e  v i s i t  t h e i r
website expresspros.com/
houstoneasttx/, give them
a call at (281) 968-3381, or
follow their Baytown office
on Facebook at Express
Employment Professionals
– East Houston.

Former Beach City council candidate
charged with Vote Fraud

KYLE DIAMOND OF BEACH CITY

Hair controversy at BHISD continues
Judge Chap Cain III sets February 22nd for next hearing

Judge Chap Cain met with both
sides, and set a trial date Feb. 22.

State Representative Ron Reynolds speaks at a Press Conference last week,
that included Darryl George behind Reynolds.

CHAMBERS COUNTY
– Both parties in the con-
troversy over the hair style
and length of a Barbers
Hill high school student,
Darryl George, presented
their arguments to the
public and to Judge Chap
Cain last week.

Barbers Hill ISD super-
intendent Greg Poole stat-
ed his case in a full page
ad in the Houston Chroni-
cle, and George’s support-
ers  held a press conference
at  the  cour thouse  in
Anahuac prior to a manda-
tory meeting with Judge
Cain.

In the paid ad that ran
this month in the Houston
Chronicle, Barbers Hill
Super intendent  Greg
Poole maintained the dis-
trict is not violating the
CROWN Act.

In the ad, Poole defend-
ed his district’s policy and
wrote that districts with a

traditional dress code are
safer and had higher aca-
demic performance and
that “being an American
requires conformity.”

“We will not lose sight
of the main goal - high
standards for our students
- by bending to political
pressure or responding to
misinformed media re-
ports. These entities have

‘lesser’ goals that ultimate-
ly harm kids,” Poole wrote.

The two Texas lawmak-
ers  who co -wrote  the
state ’s  version of  the
CROWN Act - state Reps.
Rhetta Bowers and Ron
R e y n o l d s  -  a t t e n d e d
Wednesday’s hearing and
said the new state law does
protect Darryl George’s
hairstyle.

The district “is punish-
ing Darryl George for one
reason: his choice to wear
his hair in a protective
style which harms no one
and causes no distraction
in the classroom,” Bowers
said.

George’s family has also
filed a formal complaint
with the Texas Education
Agency and a federal civil

rights lawsuit against Gov.
Greg Abbott and Attorney
General Ken Paxton, along
with the school district, al-
leging they failed to en-
force the CROWN Act. The
lawsuit is before a federal
judge in Galveston, Texas.

State District Judge
Chap Cain III in Anahuac
set a Feb. 22 trial in a law-
suit filed by the school dis-
trict regarding whether its
dress code restrictions lim-
iting the length of boys’
hair violates the CROWN
Act. The new Texas law,
which took effect in Sep-
tember, prohibits race-
based hair discrimination
and bars employers and
schools from penalizing
people because of hair tex-
ture or protective hair-
styles, including Afros,
braids, locs, twists, or Ban-
tu knots.

Article submitted by Air
Alliance.

The community is con-
cerned about loud noises,
bright lights, toxic smells, and
air pollution emitted by the
plant.

Over 1,500 households re-
side within one mile of the
plant and the facility is close to
multiple schools, childcare
centers, and other sensitive
areas such as parks.

BAYTOWN – The public is
invited to attend an important
meeting concerning the re-
newal of Federal Operating
Permit No. 1553 for Exxon
Mobil Corporation’s Baytown
Olefins Plant. This meeting,
scheduled for February 5,
2024, at 6 P.M. Marriott
SpringHill Suites Baytown,
5169 I-10 East, Baytown, Tex-
as, 77521, will provide insights
into the facility’s operational
future, which has significant
environmental and health im-
plications for the Baytown
community and beyond.

Exxon Mobil Corporation
has applied to the Texas Com-
mission on Environmental
Quality (TCEQ) for the renewal
of its federal operating permit.
The activities of the Baytown
Olefins Plant, which produces
chemicals used in the manu-
facturing of plastic packaging
and other products, raise sig-
nificant air quality concerns.

The plant is a notable source
of emissions, including Partic-
ulate Matter 2.5 (PM2.5), Nitro-
gen Oxides (NOx), Carbon
Monoxide (CO), Sulfur Diox-
ide (SO2), and Nitrous Oxide
(N2O). It also emits carcino-
genic compounds like 1,3
Butadiene, Ethylene, Propy-
lene, Formaldehyde, Toluene,
Xylene, and Benzene. These
emissions pose chronic health
risks, including respiratory
issues, heart and lung disease,
as well as increased cancer
risk over time. Explosions or
fires at the facility could lead to
immediate danger to the safety
and health of nearby residents.
The Olefins Plant has a signifi-
cant violation record and has
been all of the last 12 quarters
in noncompliance with the
federal Clean Air Act.

Over 1,500 households re-
side within one mile of the
plant and the facility is close to
multiple schools, childcare
centers, and other sensitive
areas such as parks. The sur-
rounding zip codes, a majority
of whom are people of color,
experience elevated levels of
adverse health impacts com-
pared to the Harris County
average.

The purpose of this meeting
is to gather formal public com-
ments about the facility. TCEQ
will consider these comments
in determining whether to
approve or revise the permit.
As a federal operating permit,
the US Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) Region 6
must also review and approve
the TCEQ decision before the
permit is issued. The commu-
nity is strongly encouraged to
attend the meeting to ensure
their voices are heard in this
process. Written comments
can be submitted at TCEQ
eComment using the Permit
Number “1553”. The comment
period will close at the end of
the meeting.

Residents to
Voice Concerns
Regarding Exxon
Mobil’s Baytown
Olefins Plant
during Public
Meeting Feb. 5
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By Gary Borders
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THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

The Great Hot Dog
Chili Taste-Off

It’s the time of year when Chili tastes especial-
ly good. A warm, tangy bowl heats the body and
warms the soul. Appropriately, the local High-
lands Rotary Club holds a huge Chili Feast and
feeds the whole town, and to top it off they hold a
raffle and give away a new Car or Truck or SUV
to some lucky sole.

But my interest in Chili goes way back, to the
town I was raised in, New Castle, Pennsylvania.
You see, we had a Chili tradition, and a leading
restaurant was Coney Island, with their special
recipe for chili on hot dogs. I grew up eating
there, and when my daughters were old enough,
they even worked as servers there.

The Chili was especially tangy and delicious,
with a thick texture of sauce and meat. I thought
it was unbeatable.

Until…

My son-in-law and youngest daughter now live
in Cincinnati, where the local tradition is known
as Skyline Chili. Andy, my son-in-law, swears the
Chili is the best, and it is certainly has a long
tradition. It’s a thin, tomatoey base, and is not
only used on hot dogs, but even on spaghetti. It’s
usually served with a heaping serving of shred-
ded cheese on top.

So, I don’t think it can compare or compete
with my M&P Coney Island Chili from New
Castle. This Christmas holiday, I suggested to
Andy that we decide which Chili has the better
taste. We would hold a “Taste-Off” and settle
which one got the bragging rights.

So, we had M&P Chili flown in from New
Castle, courtesy of my middle daughter who was
also joining us for a family holiday get-together.
Anyone can order the Chili from New Castle,
carefully delivered by FedEx in insulated, dry-ice
packed containers.

On judging night, we ordered a dozen plain hot
dogs from Skyline, and heated up a pot of their
Chili, and a pot of M&P Coney Island Chili.
Everyone in the family was the judge. Each got a
plain half hot dog, covered with Skyline Chili,
and another with Coney Island Chili.

And we tasted them, carefully and fully. The
family judges varied in age from 7 years old, to
84. We ate. And we voted, with Reed the 4 year
old collecting the paper ballots which had been
tendered in secret.

And then the count.

Would it be close? Would everyone have made
up their mind beforehand? Would their familiar
favorite be the winner?

Reed oversaw the ballot count, and Iris made
the announcement.

It was a unanimous vote, 7 to 0, in favor of the
New Castle M&P Coney Island Chili. Best flavor,
best texture, best color, best aftertaste, according
to the discussion following the vote.

Andy led the hometown crowd in accepting a
gracious loss.

And then later in the week, we celebrated the
fun Taste-Off event with a victory dinner, at of all
places the local Skyline Chili Restaurant!

At this point, you may well be asking, how do
these Chilis compare with our local Highlands
Rotary “Chester’s Famous Recipe” Chili? We did
not have any to compare or judge, but Rotary’s
Chili is meant more as a bowlful, not as a topping,
and the texture is quite different. But maybe
another day we will include it in the judging.

Still Singing

My dad turned 90 this
weekend, and we were all set
to drive up north to celebrate
his birthday.

He’s a hard one to buy a
present for. My dad does not
need more things. He likes
using the things he has until
they are completely worn out.
He already has a line of slip-
pers on his top shelf, queued
up for when the pair he’s
wearing is threadbare. He
wore his last pair of hiking
boots until his socks showed
through. Besides, he said “No
presents!” in a very persistent
way.

So my sister and I decided
to give him music. Barber-
shop music was her idea.

My sister and I went over
to my parents’ next-door
neighbors to talk to Rod about
barbershop quartets. “You
won’t find any,” Rod told us.
“Barbershop is dead.”

Rod is a guy who would
know. He’s been involved in
community groups of all
kinds, and he keeps track of
these things. We were trying
to come up with some other
kind of music when our party
plans hit another snag.

My brother-in-law, Pepe,
recently received a call to
work as a pastor. Pepe en-
tered the seminary at 60
years old, deciding—no mat-
ter how late it might be—this
was the thing he was meant
to do. The ordination was a
celebration of his new life,
and no one wanted to miss it.
But it fell on the morning af-
ter my dad’s birthday. Since
both were once-in-a-lifetime
events, we had to move the
birthday party to my condo in
the city so everyone could
make it to the ordination the
next morning.

“Maybe barbershop is not
quite as dead in the city,” I
suggested to my sister, and I
got online to see.

The first group I called
would have loved to sing, but
their bass was in for a cardi-
ac procedure and was not sup-
posed to exert himself for 24
hours. “It’s nothing serious!”
said the tenor who took my
call. (But you’d expect a ten-
or to say that.)

The second group an-
swered my call from Florida,
where two of the members
were, while the remaining
members were in the Mid-
west. “Too bad!” the leader
said, “but I’ve got another
name for you!”

The third group said they
would love to come and sing.
And I was over the moon.

When they arrived, I un-
derstood why barbershop mu-
sic was on the decline. One
member was four years older
than my dad. But they drove
through a snowstorm to make
it to the party and, when they
came in, my dad was very sur-
prised.

They sang for about half
an hour and, at the end, they
invited my dad to come up
and sing bass in “Let Me Call
You Sweetheart.” And he did.
I watched my dad singing and
was so happy we were able to
do this—to celebrate with our
dad on the day of his birth-
day, to hear barbershop mu-
sic while there were folks still
singing.

I escorted the quartet
down to the elevator after-
ward and thanked them
again for coming out on such
a snowy night.

“I think we should do one
more,” the bass suggested.

And, right outside the ele-
vator doors, they started sing-
ing the Frank Sinatra tune
“Don’t Blame Me.” The set-
ting might not have been the
most romantic, but the acous-
tics were perfect. Those bar-
bershop singers brought tears
to my eyes.

I thought of how wonder-
ful it was to spend this time
with people we care about and
to remember how fortunate
we all are—at least for this
day—to still be singing.

Till next time,
Carrie

DOJ issues Scathing Report on
Response to Uvalde Shooting

The U.S. Justice Depart-
ment issued a scathing re-
port late last week on the
May 4, 2022, mass shooting
at Robb Elementary School
in Uvalde, the Austin Amer-
ican-Statesman reported.

Attorney General Merrick
Garland said at a news con-
ference in Uvalde that offi-
cials’ response that day and
afterward “was a failure that
should not have happened.”

The Justice Department’s
nearly 500-page report not-
ed that it took 77 minutes be-
fore the shooter was killed,
and that officials made the
mistake of attempting to ne-
gotiate with the killer in the
classroom where victims
were trapped.

“This was the most signif-
icant failure,” Garland said.
“That failure meant that law
enforcement officials priori-
tized a protracted evacuation
of students and teachers in
other classrooms, instead of
immediately rescuing the
victims trapped with the ac-
tive shooter.”

The Uvalde victims’ fami-
lies were first provided cop-
ies of the report ahead of its
official release.

MEDICAL BOARD PETITIONED
TO ISSUE ABORTION
GUIDELINES

Two Austin attorneys are
asking the Texas Medical
Board to issue guidelines on
abortion laws to clarify the
medical exceptions allowed
under the state’s near total
b a n ,
the Statesman reported.
Steve and Amy Bresnen, who
are married, asked the board
to devise rules to “ensure
critical care to pregnant fe-
males and implement medi-
cal emergency exceptions to
laws that otherwise punish
those who perform abor-
tions.”

The medical board has 60
days to either initiate a rule
making process or deny the
request.

The Texas Supreme Court
made a similar request in De-
cember after rejecting the bid
of a Dallas mother with a fa-
tal fetal diagnosis to have an
abortion in Texas. Kate Cox
ultimately traveled to New
Mexico to have the pregnan-
cy terminated.

5TH CIRCUIT THROWS OUT
RECENTLY PASSED BOOK
BAN

C i t i n g  f r e e  s p e e c h
grounds, the conservative
5th Circuit Court of Appeals
has halted a Texas law that
bans school library books
d e e m e d  “ s e x u a l l y
explicit,” The Dallas Morn-
ing News reported. Two Tex-
as bookstores and national
trade groups representing
booksellers, authors and
publishers had filed the suit
to challenge a law passed in
the last legislative session.

The law was to take effect
Jan. 1, but a lower court
blocked its implementation.
It was unclear whether the
state would appeal to the
U.S. Supreme Court.

Texas leads the nation in
book bans, according to The
News. Approximately 800
books were removed from
Texas school libraries from
July 2021 to June 2022. The
ruling let stand a portion of
the new law that requires the
State Board of Education to
approve standards for Texas
school libraries to follow,
which it has done. However,
without the ratings required
by the new law, the statute
will not operate as originally
intended.

PAXTON: AGENCY WON’T
FIGHT WHISTLEBLOWER SUIT

Texas Attorney General
Ken Paxton announced last
week his agency will no long-
er fight a whistleblower suit
filed by four former top attor-
neys who were fired in 2020
after accusing their boss of
c o r r u p t i o n , T h e
News reported. Previously
the Texas Supreme Court
ruled that Paxton and his

aides must testify under oath
about what led to the firings.
Paxton announced he will ac-
cept a trial court judge’s fi-
nal ruling on the lawsuit.

Paxton again criticized
the whistleblowers, whom he
previously referred to as
“rogue employees.”

“I will not allow my office
to be distracted by these dis-
gruntled former employees
and their self-serving side-
show,” he said.

The four former employ-
ees and their legal team are
evaluating their next steps in
the case. A settlement was
reached last year for $3.3
million but the Legislature
refused to fund it, sparking
the embattled attorney gen-
eral’s impeachment in the
House and acquittal in the
Senate. Joe Knight, one of
the attorneys for the plain-
tiffs, said Paxton’s argument
against the validity of the
case has already been reject-
ed by four previous courts.

Meanwhile, Paxton paid
the attorneys who successful-
ly defended him in the Sen-
ate impeachment trial $2.3
m i l l i o n ,  t h e T e x a s
Tribune reported. The mon-
ey came out of his campaign
funds, which is legal under
state law.

The trial centered on alle-
gations from the whistle-
blowers that Paxton abused
his office to help a major do-
nor, Nate Paul, who has since
been indicted on loan fraud
charges.

CHIP POSTPARTUM COVER-
AGE EXTENDED TO 12
MONTHS

A law that takes effect
March 1 extends Medicaid
and the Children’s Health In-
surance Program (CHIP)
postpartum coverage from
two months to 12 months,
the Texas Health and Hu-
man Services commission an-
nounced.

As a result, anyone en-
rolled in Medicaid or CHIP
who is pregnant or becomes
pregnant is automatically
enrolled for 12 months of
postpartum coverage.

“I thank Governor Abbott
and the Texas Legislature for
standing by our families,”
said HHS Executive Com-
missioner Ceci le  Erwin
Young. “Twelve months of
postpartum coverage will
help mothers across this
state gain access to high-
quality healthcare.”

The state projects that
about 137,000 women will
benefit from the extended
coverage in fiscal year 2025.

STATE HAS TRANSPORTED
MORE THAN 100,000
MIGRANTS TO OTHER CITIES

Since April 2022, the state
of Texas has sent more than
100,000 migrants to major
cities in other states, the gov-
ernor’s office has said.

The largest number –
37,100 – have been sent to
New York City, followed
closely by 30,800 sent to Chi-
cago. Other cities receiving
migrants include Washing-
ton, D.C.; Philadelphia; Den-
ver; and Los Angeles.

New York City Mayor Eric
Adams has sued the bus com-
panies paid by Texas to shut-
tle the migrants to his city.

✯
STARLITE

By Gil Hoffman, Publisher

The Great Chili Taste-Off was held in Cincinnati in
December, with Hot Dogs garnished with either
Cincinnati Skyline Chili or New Castle M&P Coney
Island Chili.

The Holiday Family Dinner table was the site of the
Taste-Off Judging, with everyone participating from
the youngest to the oldest family tasters.
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Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2022 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: info@crosbytaxes.com

Maximum Tax Savings

Send your favorite Valentine a Greeting in our
VALENTINE ISSUE, Feb. 14th. Send a photo and
greeting to GRAFIKSTAR@AOL.COM. Only $20,
include credit card info with email. or call 713-266-
3444 for more info.

Send your Love a
Special Message in our
Valentine Issue

they began their search in
earnest for new leadership.

The board hired Tom
Richard (pronounced Rih-
shard) and he began his
duties on Jan. 1.

“I’ve lived in the Hous-
ton area since 1983 and my
wife’s family immigrated
here to Crosby. I’m not
originally from here but I
got here as fast as I could,”
he said, moving to Crosby
in 1989.

His background is in
advertising and market-
ing, having worked at Hal-
liburton Company most
recently.

“I envision doing some

video clips of our business-
es for highlights online,”
he said, and a much larger
social media presence,
some of which has already
begun.

After speaking with
some of his former col-
leagues at work, he discov-
ered that people had heard
of Crosby but didn’t know
where it was located.

“I also want to work on
the branding of the cham-
ber,” he said. That also in-
cludes being the ‘boots on
the ground’ type of presi-
dent where he’s making
calls on his business mem-
bers.

“The national brands al-
ready come with market-
i n g  a n d  t h i n g s  o n  a
national level, but our lo-
cals don’t have that bene-
fit. I want to help provide
that through the cham-
ber,” he said.

For now, Richard will
maintain hours Monday,
Wednesday, and Frida
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

“After 90 days, we will
reassess and hopefully
we’ll be able to bring him
on full time,” Egorushkin
said.

The chamber will host
its annual awards banquet
on February 22 at 6:30
p.m. at Stonebridge Golf
Club in Newport. Tickets
are $50 per person.

“We’re still looking for
sponsors and groups may
purchase tables ahead of
time,” she said.

Egorushkin said the
Tees and Tails Golf Tour-
nament returns in April
this year, and residents
should look for purse bin-
go and poker night events
to come.

“We’re really looking
forward to growth, espe-
cially in 2024, with all the
changes. This would be a
great time for everyone to
come and join us,” she said.

New C/H Chamber Leadership,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

In Highlands
and Crosby
Everyone
reads the

STAR-
COURIER.

Your
Hometown
Newspaper.
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Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details
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SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Star ✯ Courier
Your Hometown Newspaper
News tips and Ad Inquiries:

713-266-3444

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

TRACTOR REPAIRTRACTOR REPAIR

38-8T

Mobile Tractor
Repair & Service

Oil change, Lube, Light Repair
East Harris, West Liberty,

Chambers Counties
832-530-0054

TRACTOR REPAIR

SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

We’ve had some amaz-
ing visitors at our campus-
es in the last few weeks.
Professors from Rice Uni-
versity stopped by Crosby
Middle School to celebrate
chemistry with 6th grade
Honors Science students.
The experiments included
creating smoke from dry
ice, changing the color of
solutions, turning water
bottles into blow torches,
and creating (the always
popular) goo. At Crosby
Elementary School, mem-
bers of the Houston Live-
stock Show and Rodeo’s
Agriculture Education
Committee lassoed up
knowledge during an as-
sembly with third, fourth,
and fifth graders, teaching
them the foundations of
honey production and the
geographic regions of Tex-
as. These hands-on experi-
ences can really solidify
the lessons students are
learning in classrooms and
cement the foundations of
science, agriculture, read-
ing, and math.

Huge congratulations
go out to the Crosby High
School swim team for great
showings in the district
swim meet! The following
students are all moving
onto Regional competition
later this month: Lainey
Carden (1st place in 50 fre-
estyle & 3rd place in 100
backstroke) ;  Zachary
Gross (1st place in 100
backstroke & 3rd place in
200 individual medley);
Emma Sanchez (2nd place
in 100 freestyle & 2nd
place in 100 backstroke);

Cade Crockett (3rd place in
100 freestyle); Jordan
Lyles (3rd place in 500 fre-
estyle); Annabella Guerre-
r o  ( 3 r d  p l a c e  i n  1 0 0
freestyle); and the CHS
girls’ relay team (Lainey
Carden, Annabella Guer-
rero, Emma Sanchez, and
Reiley Williams) finished
in 3rdplace in the medley
relay and 3rd place in the
200 freestyle relay. We’ll
be applauding you poolside
at Regionals!

Kudos to the Crosby
High School girls’ basket-
ball team that secured a
spot in the state playoffs.
The team is now 9-2 in Dis-
trict 17-5A. The Cougars
will compete in the Bi-Dis-
trict competition on Febru-
ary 12 or February 13.

On the boys’ basketball
side, we held a big celebra-
tion for Assistant Athletic
Director and Head Coach,
E d w i n  E g a n s .  C o a c h
Egans celebrated his 500th
career win on January 26,
making him the win-
ningest coach in Crosby
High  Schoo l  h i s to ry .
Coach Egans is a proud
graduate of CHS, and he
has mentored hundreds of
students during his 24
years as a head coach.
Coach Egans is a humble
man, who attributes his
success to “unbelievable
parent support” and the
best support system he
could ask for: Mrs. Egans!
Coach Egans has literally
trained generations of
CHS students, and his con-
nection with our alumni is
electric. He checks on cur-
rent and former players

throughout the year, en-
couraging and priming
them to be the best people
they can be, not just the
best players or the best
students. The CHS sum-
mer basketball camps are
huge draws for the young-
est children in the Crosby
/ Barrett Station communi-
ties. Coach Egans walks
the campers to lunch,
helps them pick out nutri-
tious food, and serves as a
role model to so many chil-
dren. Congrats, Coach
Egans, for being the found-
ing member of the 500-win
club!

In basketball, you learn
to leap! That’s so appropri-
ate considering 2024 is a
leap year, meaning Febru-
ary has 29 days. I chal-
lenge us all to take a leap
of faith and use our extra
day this month to perform
an act of service. Each lit-
tle bit helps make the
Crosby / Barrett Station
communities better than
before.

We are Moving For-
ward! Go Coogs!

Coach Edwin Egans celebrates 500th career win with the 2023-2024 varsity team.

Golden game ball for Coach Egans
to celebrate his 500th career win at
Crosby High School.

Members of the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo’s Agriculture
Education Committee visit with 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders at Crosby
Elementary School. They shared lessons on honey production and the
different geographic regions of Texas.

Professors from Rice University perform experiments
with Crosby Middle School 6th Grade Honors Science
students.

Professors from Rice University perform experiments
with Crosby Middle School 6th Grade Honors Science
students.

Crosby ISD Superintendent: 500 Basketball Wins,
Spelling Bee, Scholarship Applications due
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FOR RENT FOR RENT FOR RENT

HOUSE FOR LEASE IN CROSBY

Crosby/Newport TX 4/2.5/2 fresh
remodel.  $2000 rent/deposit.

NO PETS. Section 8 welcome.
Randal 832-620-8587

03-2T
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E N T E R T A I N M E N T

PET MATTERS
In Memory of

Susan Hoffman

✯

As we leap into a new year, pet par-
ents across the U.S. are setting their
sights on pawsome resolutions to en-
sure their furry companions lead hap-
py, healthy, and tail-wagging lives.
TripsWithPets.com surveyed dedicated
pet moms and dads to discover their top
resolutions for 2024, and the results are
in! From health and wellness check-ups
to socialization adventures, here’s a
glimpse into what the pet-loving com-
munity has in store for their four-legged
family members.

1. Health and Wellness Check-
ups (22%)

The leading resolution for 22% of re-
spondents is prioritizing their furry
companions’ health. Regular veterinary
check-ups, a balanced diet, and tailored
exercise routines top the list. It’s a re-
sounding commitment to ensuring their
pets live their best, healthiest lives.

2. Socialization Adventures (20%)
Coming in close behind, at 20%, is

the resolution to embark on socializa-
tion adventures. Dog parents in partic-
ular are recognizing the importance of
positive interactions with other pups
and humans. From group walks or
hikes to meet-ups with other dogs and
their people, these adventures are
geared toward fostering a sense of com-
munity for both dogs and their devoted
owners.

3. Plan a Pet-Friendly Road Trip/
Explore New Destinations (19%)

Pet-friendly road trips and exploring
new destinations secured the third spot,
with 19% of respondents eager to hit
the open road with their four-legged co-
pilots. From charming countryside re-
treats to beachfront getaways, pet
parents are seeking out new experienc-
es that cater to their furry friends.

4. Bonding and Quality Time
(16%)

In the fourth position, 16% of respon-
dents are resolved to deepen the bond
with their furry family members
through dedicated quality time. Wheth-
er it’s trying out new activities togeth-

er, creating a cozy corner at home, or
simply enjoying some quiet cuddles, pet
parents are making a conscious effort
to strengthen their connection with
their pets.

5. Mental Stimulation and En-
richment (9%)

Recognizing the importance of men-
tal well-being, 9% of respondents are fo-
cusing on mental stimulation and
enrichment for their pets. New toys,
puzzles, and interactive activities are
on the agenda, ensuring their pets stay
mentally sharp and engaged in the com-
ing year.

Honorable Mentions:
While the top five resolutions took

center stage, other noteworthy resolu-
tions mentioned by the respondents in-
clude:

--Grooming & Hygiene: A commit-
ment to regular grooming routines, in-
cluding brushing, bathing, and overall
hygiene.

--Obedience Training: A dedication to
reinforcing basic commands and behav-
iors, fostering a harmonious relation-
ship between pet and owner.

--Update Safety Measures: An em-
phasis on safety measures, including
checking microchips, updating ID tags,
installing in-home cameras, and ensur-
ing outdoor spaces are secure.

As we embark on this pawsome jour-
ney into 2024, it’s heartening to see the
unwavering dedication of pet parents to
the well-being and happiness of their
beloved fur babies. Each resolution is a
testament to the strong bond and com-
mitment shared between humans and
their furry companions. Here’s to a year
filled with wagging tails, wet noses, and
endless adventures with our four-legged
family members!

Article Attribution:
Title: Barking in the New Year: Pet

Parents’ Pawsome Resolutions
Author: Kim Salerno, CEO/Founder

TripsWithPets, Inc.
Source: TripsWithPets

Barking in the New Year:
Pet Parents’ Pawsome Resolutions

OBITUARIES
✯

It is with deep sorrow that
our family announces that
Ramona Merrill passed away on
Thursday, January 25, 2024
after a long battle with
respiratory failure. She was born
in Baytown December 24th, 1954
to Herbert and Laverne Bishop.
Ramona grew up in Baytown
and lived her married life in
Conroe, Huffman and Crosby.

Ramona graduated from Ross
Sterling High School in 1973
with honors. She was chosen by
faculty to receive the “Sterling
Citizen” award (recognition
given to 12 graduates who
demonstrated attributes of
loyalty, ambition, personality,
dependability and devotion). She
also received a national feature
writing award along with other
writing and art awards.

In 1975 Ramona graduated
cum laude from Lee College with
an Associate of Arts Degree. She
was named to Who’s Who among
American Junior College
Students. She also worked 2 part
time jobs while attending class
full time.

In 1977 she graduated
Magna Cum Laude with a 3.7
grade point average from Sam
Houston State University and
was elected to two national
collegiate honor society groups.

During her college years she
worked at Lee College as an
Instructional Media Center
Assistant and was the Advertis-
ing Manager for the Sam
Houston State newspaper, the
Houstonian.

Her first job as a teacher was
in Spring High School. She
taught Journalism and
photography for two years.

From 1979-1985 she was the
Communications Coordinator for
the Channelview school district.

From 1985-1987 she was the
Associate Managing Editor for
the Baytown Sun newspaper.

From there she moved on the
Crosby ISD as a Journalism
Teacher/Department Head and
Writing Coordinator, and
yearbook advisor at Crosby High
School. She retired from
teaching after 33 years of service
in 2011.

As the yearbook advisor, she
won national awards from her
publisher for all 18 yearbooks
she produced. The 2001
Catamount, in which her
daughter was Editor, won the
Columbia Scholastic Press
Association’s Gold Crown award.
This book was ranked #11 in the
United States by the publisher.
The entire yearbook staff got to
go to New York City the
following year to receive the
award and site see.

While working as a teacher at
Crosby High School, she was
very involved in helping
students excel in UIL meets. She
also helped judge these meets all
over the area.

While at Crosby High School,
she implemented a program of
mentoring for at-risk students
called KIDS HOPE. She directed
the activities of 13 other
volunteers who spent time with
the kids during their school day.

Her love of teaching led her
to personally tutor the young
daughter of the owner of Hungry
Jack’s restaurant. She would
pick her up from school and go to
the restaurant for a few hours

RAMONA BISHOP MERRILL
December 24, 1954-January 25, 2024

Viewing at Sterling White in Highlands at 4:00 pm on Saturday, 2-3-24.
Memorial service at 5:00 pm.

every day. As a young adult now,
Rosa said that she wouldn’t be
who she is today without
Ramona’s help. This is just one
example of how many kids were
impacted by her.

Ramona was an avid reader.
She completely wore out 3
Kindle tablets over the years.
She also enjoyed various
women’s bible study groups.

Although teaching was an
important part of her life, her
family was the most important
part of her life.

Her daughter, Amanda
Merrill Lamb, lives in Boca
Raton, FL with her husband,
Corey, and son, Harper, and
daughter, Nico. Amanda is a
Librarian for a private school
and Corey is an Art Professor at
Florida Atlantic University.
Harper (16) and Nico (12) are
outstanding students. Amanda
and Corey both have master’s
degrees.

Ramona was preceded in
death by her father, Herbert
Bishop, and sister, Amy McRee,
and brother in law, Bobby
McRee.

Ramona is survived by her
husband, Pete Merrill, and
daughter, Amanda Lamb (Corey)
and grandchildren Harper Lamb
and Nico Lamb. She is also
survived by her sister, June
Repp (Mike), and sister, Laura
Hinton (Bob), and their children
and grandchildren, and her
mother, Laverne Bishop. Many
nieces, nephews and cousins also
survive.

The services will be
conducted by Dr. Gene Talbot of
A New Direction Baptist Church
of Crosby. He will singing and
accompanying himself on the
guitar.

The family wishes to thank
the Doctor’s Choice home heath
company and our nurse,
Shaunacy Martin, of Crosby.
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