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Now in our New Offices
1500 E. Wallisville Road
Highlands, TX 77562

WESTON G. COTTEN
Attorney at Law
O. 281/421-4050
F. 281/533-6032

weston@westoncotten.com

AUTO & HOME INSURANCE
Jeremy Rosenkranz
State Farm Agent

440 S. Main Street, Highlands, TX 77562
281-426-3512

jtr@jeremyrosenkranz.com

RACHEL’S DINER
Southern Cooking Buffet -- NOW OPEN

14280 FM 2100 (Across from Walmart)
281-462-7349

✯
IN THE
STARS

EVENTS

Coming in February:
BUSINESS &
INDUSTRY

SPECIAL EDITION
Featuring your Story and Ad
in the STAR-COURIER and the
NORTH CHANNEL STAR. See
details on Page 5. Contact us
at 713-266-3444 to be part of

this Special Edition.

The Crosby/Huffman
Chamber of Commerce will
hold its Annual Awards
Banquet on Thursday,
February 22nd from 6:30-
8:30 at Stonebridge at
Newport, 16401 Country
Club Drive, Crosby.

Reservations and
Sponsorships, contact
chamber@crosbyhuffmancc.org,
or call.

You are asked to nominate
Best Business, non-profit,
volunteer, citizen and
ambassador. Vote https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/
2XNKDS7.

Crosby
Chamber Gala
Feb. 22nd

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

HIGHLANDS – More
than 50 citizens and busi-
ness leaders assembled at
the San Jacinto Communi-
ty Center in Highlands last
month to gain insight in
how to protect themselves
in the event they find
themselves amid a mass
attack or by an Active
Shooter.

While it’s easy to say it
could never happen here,
that was also the same
mindset for many others
that have gained national
attention over the last de-
cade.

The training was offered
by Sgt. Louis Hooper with
Pct. 4 Constable Mark
Herman’s office and Sgt.
Landon McDonald with
Pct. 3 Constable Sherman

Eagleton’s office.
Several of the officers in

both constable’s offices are
promoting the training
around their precincts af-
ter the Uvalde shooting
caught the attention of the
nation and teaching on
h o w  t o  s u r v i v e  h a s

changed since the Santa
Fe High School shooting.

“I go as often as I’m
scheduled and happy to
make a presentation to any
business, organization, or

Continued. See ACTIVE SHOOTER
TRAINING, Page 7

Citizens receive Active
Shooter Safety Training

 Sgt. Landon McDonald and Sgt. Louis Hooper teamed up together to teach
the CRASE training to residents in Highlands preparing them for an active
shooter incident.

Wishing our
library fans a
Happy
Valentine’s
Day!

We have dozens of
authors of romance
novels to offer a special
Valentine’s sale. We can
meet your romantic
gesture with a paper-
back from our sales
section of the Crosby
Library.  Pick up 4
romance paperbacks
for $1.00 or another
paperback of a
different genre for .50
cents each for your
special Valentine.
This offer is good thru
the month of February.

All proceeds from the
book sale benefit the
Library and support the
Summer Reading
programs. Questions
call the Library - 832-
927-7790.

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

Just a few feet from the
foot of the pin oak tree at
the corner of Runneburg
Road and Pecan Street in
Crosby, the Crosby Histor-
ical Society gathered last
Thursday, Feb. 1, 2024,
with community members
and three classes of kin-
dergarten students to me-
m o r i a l i z e  t h e  2 0 2 3
bicentennial celebration
with the burial of a time
capsule.

Work began on the time
capsule committee over a
year ago.

“The original plan was
to bury the time capsule
during the bicentennial
week but we wanted to
wait until the next editions
of the newspaper came out

Time Capsule buried to remember
Crosby Bicentennial Celebration

Continued. See CROSBY TIME
CAPSULE, Page 7

Crosby Historical Society members were excited to host the event at the museum and were joined by Crosby ISD
Superintendent Paula Patterson. Members from left are Mark Moreau, Donna Davenport, Judy Culbreath, Randy
Kubin, Ella Guaqueta,  DeeAnn Rook, Patterson, and Kenneth Prasek. Not pictured is Jody Fuchs.

so we could include those
and the bicentennial but-
tons in the time capsule,”
said Randy Kubin, who
chaired the time capsule
committee for the Crosby
Historical Society.

Exhausted following the
celebration, time got away
from them, and the holi-
days were upon them
quickly and they decided to
wait until after the first of
the year. The new year
brought inclement weath-
er with it and finally a
short, dry spell made way
for the celebration on
Thursday, Feb. 1.

The time capsule is
placed near the Crosby
Area Museum of History
facing Pecan Street near

Crosby ISD Community Summit Strengthens Safety
Measures; Students Shine in Spelling Bee; Scholarships

Paula Patterson
Crosby Superintendent

Sheriff Ed Gonzalez and Superintendent Patterson
meet with policing task force. See Story.

Continued. See CROSBY
SUPERINTENDENT, Page 6

Hello East Harris Coun-
ty and Crosby ISD Fami-
lies,

We are going strong this
semester and I am happy
to share a bit of it with you.
I am so pleased to share
that Crosby ISD hosted
area law enforcement part-
ners at a community polic-
ing summit during the first
week of February. I had a
chance to meet with Har-
ris County Sheriff  Ed
Gonzalez and his com-
mand staff as well as mem-
bers of the Harris County
Precinct 3 Constable’s Of-
fice and Harris County
Precinct 3 Commissioner’s
Office. The school district
is committed to safety in

our communities of Crosby
and Barrett Station. As a
result of the meeting, the
Sheriff’s Homeless Out-
reach Team is increasing
the frequency of visits to
our communities. We are
also working on further

ways to strengthen our
partnerships with all com-
munity stakeholders, in-
crease vis ibi l i ty ,  and
develop better lines of com-
munication. As a remind-
er,  c it izens who need
emergency help should call
911. For community mem-
bers who would like to re-
p o r t  n o n - e m e r g e n c y
incidents and homeless-re-
lated issues, please call
713-221-6000. Our con-
tinuing conversations will
hopefully lead to better
outcomes and safer neigh-
borhoods for everyone.

Kudos to the Crosby
Historical Society for host-
ing two big events in recent
weeks. First, Crosby Kin-
dergarten Center students

helped bury a time capsule
as part of Crosby’s Bicen-
tennial Celebration. The
students heard about the
200-year history of Crosby
and then sealed the time

capsule before it was en-
tombed near the corner of
Runneburg and Pecan

TxDOT Meetings seek
public input on I-10 future

Continued. See TxDOT I-10
MEETINGS, Page 2

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

The Texas Department
of Transportation hosted
a public meeting at the
North Channel Library
last week for the I-10
East Planning and Envi-
ronmental  L inkages
(PEL) Study, an early
step in the development
of transportation for the
east side of I-10 stretch-
ing from I-69 in down-
town to SH-99 or the
Grand Parkway in Cham-
bers County. The 30-mile
corridor connects with
four major regional road-
ways including I-69, Loop
610, Beltway 8, and Spur
330. Contributing to

 Bryce Pate, an engineer and consultant with Reynolds, Smith, and Hills
engineering firm, left, is answering questions while Brian from the Sheldon
area looks on.

much of the heavy truck
traffic is the Port of Hous-
ton with their constant
flow of freight.

TxDOT officials say
they’re considering a

project along that corri-
dor.

“We’re looking at stud-



Page 2 THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2024Star ✯ Courier / Press / North Channel STAR

GOOSE CREEK CISD NEWS

The GCCISD Board of
Trustees approved Anna
Espinoza as the new Di-
rector of Education Foun-
dation and Partnerships
at January’s Board meet-
ing.  Ms. Espinoza has
served as the Coordinator
of Counseling and College
& Career Readiness since
July of 2021, coming from
Lee College and Hender-
son State University af-
ter a combined 12 years
in higher education. Her
background in dual en-
rollment, academic advis-
ing, and recruitment
brings widespread knowl-
edge of building partner-
s h i p s  a n d  p r o g r a m
management.

Ms. Espinoza earned
her Bachelor of Arts in
political science and Mas-
ter of Arts in social sci-
ence from Henderson
State University and will
graduate from The Uni-
versity of St. Thomas
with her doctorate in Eth-
ical Leadership in May
2024.

When asked about her
new role, Ms. Espinoza
stated, “I am honored to
step into the role of Direc-
tor of Education Founda-
tion and Partnerships at
GCCISD. I eagerly em-
brace the opportunity to
cultivate educational in-
novation that uplifts our
community and paves the

New GCCISD Director of Education
Foundation and Partnerships

Anna Espinoza

way for a transformative
journey in learning.”

The GCCISD Educa-
tion Foundation has been
able to provide more than
$1.9 million to district
teachers in the last 14
years.  Committee mem-
bers review grant appli-
c a t i o n s  a n d  a w a r d
teachers with innovative
teaching ideas.  In addi-
tion to serving as the new
director for the Education
Foundation, Ms. Espino-
za will also be working
closely with other district
partnerships, such as
Partners in Education

and volunteers, that also
work to contribute in ar-
eas such as mentoring,
career education, enrich-
ment programs, extracur-
ricular and community
service activities, and of-
fice and classroom assis-
tance.

For more information
on ways to get involved at
the campus or district
level, contact the GC-
CISD Education Founda-
t i o n  o f f i c e  a t
281-420-4800 or visit
them on  the  web  at
w w w . g c c i s d . n e t /
EducationFoundation.home.

The Gulf Coast Career
and Technical Association
of Texas (CTAT) has re-
cently announced Ms.
Kimberly Kujawa as a re-
cipient of the CTAT Coun-
s e l i n g  a n d  C a r e e r
Development Professional
award, recognizing her ex-
ceptional contributions as
a counselor at Goose Creek
CISD’s Lee High School.

Mrs. Kujawa’s dedica-
tion to her role as a coun-
s e l o r  h a s  n o t  g o n e
unnoticed. Over the past
six years at Lee High
School, she has been a
great advocate of Career
and Technical Education
(CTE). Two years ago, she
assumed the role of the
College and Career Readi-
ness Counselor while also
serving as the Lead Coun-
selor for the campus and
the counselor  for  the
STEM Academy. Her tire-
less efforts and commit-
ment to the organization
and the community make
her a prime candidate for
this prestigious award.

The nomination from
her colleague speaks vol-
umes about Mrs. Kujawa’s
impact. Under her leader-
ship, there has been a sig-
nificant increase in college
visits, guest speakers, mil-
itary recruitment, and
Texas Success Initiative
(TSI) testing. Mrs. Kuja-
wa’s proactive approach
and team spirit are evident
in her consistent volun-
teering to assist whenever
there is a need.

One of Mrs. Kujawa’s
notable achievements is
the substantial increase in
the availability and uptake
of dual-credit courses dur-
ing her tenure at Lee High

GCCISD Counselor Honored with
CTAT Counseling and Career
Development Professional Award

Kim Kujawa, CTE Counselor of the Year talks to a STEM student Michelle Pulid,
10th about her project she will be taking to competition.

Kim Kujawa, CTE Counselor of the Year.

School. Her ability to build
meaningful relationships
with students is recog-
nized as a key factor in the
success of the College and
Career Center, which has
become an inviting space
for students seeking assis-
tance with scholarships,
college applications, and
career guidance.

The College and Career
Center, bustling with ac-
tivities for the benefit of
students, owes much of its
success to Mrs. Kujawa’s
dynamic leadership. Her
work ethic and commit-
ment to student success
were particularly evident
at the beginning of the
school year when the coun-
seling staff faced shortag-
es. Despite the challenges,
Mrs. Kujawa worked tire-
lessly through the master
schedule and student
schedules,  ensuring a
smooth start to the aca-
demic year.

Mrs. Kujawa’s advocacy
for Career and Technical
Education programs is re-
flected in her collaboration

with the campus CTE Spe-
cialist. This partnership
ensures that students are
on the right path, pro-
gressing through appropri-
ate pathways, and working
toward increasing CTE
completers across the dis-
trict.

The recognition of Mrs.
K i m b e r l y  K u j a w a  b y
CTAT is a testament to her
exceptional qualities as a
counselor and her positive
impact on the lives of stu-
dents in the Baytown com-
munity. As the recipient of
the CTAT Counseling and
Career Development Pro-
fessional Award, Mrs. Ku-
jawa is now eligible to
compete at the state level.
Her interview is scheduled
to take place at the CTAT
Winter Leadership Confer-
ence in San Antonio from
Monday, February 5, to
Wednesday, February 7.
The entire community
joins in congratulating
Mrs. Kujawa on this well-
deserved honor and wish-
es her the best in the
upcoming state-level com-
petition.

Goose Creek CISD cel-
ebrated another success-
f u l  E l e m e n t a r y
University Interscholastic
League (UIL) competi-
tion.  The event was held
on Friday, January 26
and Saturday, January 27
at Goose Creek Memorial
High School.   Dr. Randal
O’Brien, superintendent,
a n d  D r .  S h a n n o n
Ramirez, Coordinator of
Advanced Academics and
Special Projects, present-
ed the winners with their
certificates, ribbons, med-
als, and/or trophies on
February 1, 2024.

The elementary stu-
dents demonstrated their
skills in a wide range of
UIL categories, including
Spelling, Storytelling,
N u m b e r  S e n s e ,  a n d
Ready Writing. Each cat-
egory tested the students’
knowledge, creativity,
and quick thinking, chal-
lenging them to showcase
their academic abilities
beyond the traditional
classroom setting.

The events not only en-

Goose Creek CISD Champions:
Elementary Students Shine at
UIL Competition

couraged healthy compe-
tition but also cultivated
a sense of sportsmanship
and teamwork among the
young participants. Stu-
dents collaborated with
their peers, cheered for
each other, and celebrat-
ed both personal and team
achievements.

As the tradition of ex-
cellence continues, Goose
Creek CISD remains
proud of the accomplish-
ments of its elementary
students and looks for-
ward to nurturing the
next generation of lead-

ers, thinkers, and prob-
lem-solvers. The UIL com-
pet i t i on  serves  as  a
reminder that academic
excellence can be achieved
in an engaging and enjoy-
able environment, setting
the stage for future suc-
cess both inside and out-
side the classroom.

To learn more about
UIL and how to get your
student involved, please
contact your home cam-
pus  o r  Dr .  Shannon
Ramirez, at 281.707.3552.

Dr. Randal O’Brien and Dr. Shannon Ramirez presented
the awards on February 1, 2024

TxDOT I-10 Meetings,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ies and what it could pos-
sibly look like,” said Tx-
D O T  s p o k e s p e r s o n
Bambi Hall.

“We’ve developed the
universal alternatives,
meaning all the scenari-
os that could possibly
happen in construction. It
will be a lot of money. We
must get through this
particular part of the pro-
cess before we’re able to
identify funding for the
project,” she said.

Work on the project
isn’t new. It began in
2017 with stakeholder
and public meetings un-
til it was sidelined by the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The project was placed on
hold for three years al-
lowing TxDOT to focus on
projects already funded
for construction.

“When it comes to the
planning and environ-
mental linkages process,
we have to get a full pic-
ture of what all of the
projects could entail.
That includes what con-
gestion may look like, to
address reliability, and
address crash rates,” Hall
said.

TxDOT is projecting
traffic volumes along I-10
East to increase by an av-
erage of 68 percent by
2045. Eastsiders are al-
ready feeling some of that
increase with the in-
creased development in
Channelview, Baytown,
and Mont Belvieu. Ac-
cording to 2022 TxDOT
numbers, Segment 1 cur-
rently boasts 159,000 ve-
hicles per day and eis
e x p e c t e d  t o  r i s e  t o
265,000 by 2045. In Seg-
ment 3, where most of it
is near Channelview and
the Beltway, the current
112,000 will nearly dou-

ble to 216,000 in the same
time period.

Bryce Pate, an engi-
neer and consultant with
Reynolds, Smith, and
Hills engineering firm is
c o n d u c t i n g  t h e
study.“This project will
likely be broken up into
five segments. Each seg-
ment has different char-
acteristics, so we have to
find out which segment
needs what done to it,” he
said.

Stephen Gage, project
manager with TxDOT,
said at this point this was
a high level of study
where you’re looking at
concepts and ideas and
then those concepts can
get flushed out in actual
projects.

“Then those projects
will be put in the pipeline
to get funded.”

He pointed out that the
bridge at the San Jacinto
R iver  i s  a  s epara te
project that will be ad-
dressed sooner than lat-
er.

Brian from Sheldon
was curious when he saw
a flyer and attended the
meeting.

“It’s interesting to see
what they want to do to
the roadway,” he said. “I
came because I wanted to
see what exactly was go-
ing on.”

He said he came with
no agenda other than to
give his feedback.

“This is one of those
times when customers
who use the freeway get
to share their feedback.
For me, the biggest bot-
tleneck I endure is the
S a n  J a c i n t o  R i v e r
bridge,” he said. He said
he hoped they would wid-
en the freeway there and
make a higher bridge to

accommodate boat and
barge traffic.

From Anahuac to Bay-
town across the San Ja-
c i n t o  R i v e r  i n t o
Channelview and into
downtown, Market Street
was the main spur for
farmers to transport their
crops into the downtown
Market Street Square to
sell their products. But in
1 9 5 7 ,  t h a t  d y n a m i c
changed with the con-
struction of Interstate 10.

For Galena Park ISD,
it also became the divid-
ing line for a new North
Shore High School con-
structed in 1962 with stu-
dents in grades 10-11 the
first year. Ninth graders
were still a part of the
junior high school at that
time.

The new construction
brought with it tremen-
dous development along
the I-10 corridor and
some 65 years later, the
aging interstate needs a
makeover to handle the
current congestion and
the coming increase with
the development of the
northeast quadrant of the
county.

While this round of
public meetings is done,
there is still  time to
watch the presentation
and comment.

To still comment, Goo-
gle the I-10 PEL Study.
Hall encouraged resi-
dents to watch the virtu-
al meeting online to see
for themselves what was
presented at the in-per-
son meetings.

“They can go to HY-
P E R L I N K  “ h t t p : / /
www.txdot.gov”www.txdot.gov
and look under projects.
There they’ll see a listing
and can scroll for the item
or type it into the search
box,” she said.
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ON THE
HILL

On or around July 12,
2022, Mayor Landry and
the Old River Winfree
City Council were in-
formed that the Old Riv-
er Winfree Volunteer
Fire department had
disbanded and closed its
doors. This decision was
made without consulting
Mayor Landry or the city
council. Mayor Landry
met with the Brian Win-
ningham, Mont Belvieu
City  Manager ,  Fire
Chief Lee Atchison and
Assistant Fire Chief
Brent Hahn to secure a
contract for Fire and
Safety coverage from the
Mont Belvieu Fire de-
partment for the city of
Old River-Winfree.

Mayor Landry and
the city council of Old
River-Winfree budgeted
and donated $20,000.00
to the Mont Belvieu Fire
Department for the FY
2021-2022. This year,

Old River-Winfree City Council Takes Action
to Ensure Fire and Safety Coverage

fiscal year 2022-2023
Mayor Landry and

the city council mem-
bers, Mayor Pro Temp
Jackie Johnson, Kathy
Franssen, Pam McCall,
J.F. Steadham and Judy

Strickland presented as-
sistant Mont Belvieu
Fire Chief

Hahn with a $50,000
check. ($20,000 budget-
ed city funds for fire pro-
tection and a $30,000

which is a result of the
American Recovery Act
Grant) Mayor Landry
and the city council will
continue to work with
the Mont Belvieu Fire
Department for the safe-

ty and betterment of this
city. If you have any
questions or concerns,
please contact the city
office at 281-385-1735 or
e m a i l a t
cityorw@gmail.com.

Mont Belvieu, Texas - In
a thrilling announcement
for  residents  of  Mont
Belvieu, Western Welding
Academy has revealed that
the town will be a featured
stop on their highly antici-
pated 2024 Blue Collar
Tour. Beginning January
16, 2024, the tour will em-
bark on a journey across
the United States, visiting
over 30 different high
schools and trade schools to
showcase the trades as a
viable alternative to the
traditional college route.

B a r b e r s  H i l l  H i g h
School was set to host the
prestigious event as stop
#17 on the tour, welcoming
the Western Welding Acad-
emy team alongside their
esteemed Welding/Shop
Teacher, Aaron Marshall.
The event highlighted the
skill and excitement of
welding while also present-

Western Welding Academy Brings Excitement
to Mont Belvieu with 2024 Blue Collar Tour

ing the myriad of opportu-
nities it can provide as a
career.

The 2024 Blue Collar
Tour is an exciting way to
get high school students
interested in the Blue Col-
lar Trades. With all of the
distractions and short at-
tention span in todays kid’s
they created an experience
that has never been done
by a trade school before.

Barbers Hill High was

thrilled to be part of the
2024 Blue Collar Tour and
to have the opportunity to
showcase the importance
and excitement of the weld-
ing trade to our students
and community.

R e s i d e n t s  o f  M o n t
Belvieu and surrounding
areas were invited to wit-
ness the spectacle first-
hand on February 8, 2024,
from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm
(noon) at Barbers Hill High

School. Attendees wit-
nessed a hands-on welding
demonstrations,  give-
aways, and a chance to
learn more about the ben-
efits of pursuing a career in
the trades.

For more information
about the event and the
2024 Blue Collar Tour, in-
terested individuals can
visit the Western Welding
A c a d e m y  w e b s i t e  a t
westernweldingacademy.com.

DAYTON – The library has two
upcoming events for the communi-
ty that we would appreciate your as-
sistance getting the word out about.
I am including the flyers for both in
this email as well as a short blurb
about each.

VITA Program:
The VITA program offered by

the South Texas College of Law will
be hosting its annual FREE Tax
Preparation and Filing at the Jones
Public Library on Friday, March
1st, from 10 AM-4 PM. This pro-
gram is open to low to moderate-in-
come (generally $64,000 or below)
households. There is no pre-regis-
tration for this program, all prepa-
ration will be done on a first come
first served basis.

Dr. Seuss Birthday Carnival:
The City of Dayton would like

to invite the community out for a
Carnival in honor of Dr. Seuss’s
birthday on Saturday, March 2nd,
from 11 AM-1 PM at the Dayton
Community Center. This FREE
event is open to the entire commu-
nity and will include games, snacks,
face painting, a photo booth, and
more!

Jones Public Library,  801 S
Cleveland St Ste A  Dayton  TX.

Upcoming Events at the Jones Public Library

Gov. Abbott
Announces
Mont Belvieu
Designated
Music Friendly
Community

AUSTIN – Governor Greg
Abbott today announced that
the City of Mont Belvieu has
been designated by the Texas
Music Office (TMO) as a Music
Friendly Texas Certified Com-
munity after completing the
multi-step certification process.
The Music Friendly Texas
program, the first in the nation
since introduced by TMO in
2016, seeks to foster music
business-related economic
development and job creation
in Texas cities and communi-
ties.

“Congratulations to the City
of Mont Belvieu on earning the
Music Friendly Texas Certified
Community designation,” said
Governor Abbott. “Music is key
to the Texas brand and is deep-
ly rooted in the cultural tradi-
tions of our great state. Music
Friendly Texas Communities
certified by the Texas Music
Office work hard to attract and
develop the local music indus-
try to boost local job creation
and economic growth. In fact,
with support from the Texas
Music Office, the Texas music
industry accounted for more
than 192,000 direct and indirect
permanent jobs and generated
more than $26 billion in eco-
nomic activity statewide in 2022.
Together, we will continue to
work alongside communities in
every region of our state to
amplify their growth and suc-
cess.”

“As our city continues to
grow, so does the audience and
demand for live music,” said
Mayor Joey McWilliams.
“We’ve had such an amazing
response from the community
to our Rock the Park concert
series – we see Mont Belvieu
becoming a Music Friendly
Texas Certified Community as a
natural extension of that. We
can’t wait to have more music in
Mont Belvieu.”

“We are honored and proud
to have our city named as a
Music Friendly Texas Commu-
nity,” said Director of Fine Arts
and Director of Bands for Bar-
bers Hill ISD Chris Brannan.
“This accolade speaks to the
level of talent in Mont Belvieu,
along with the talent in our
school community at Barbers
Hill ISD.”

“This is exciting for every-
one.” said Dencie Lee School of
Performing Arts owner Dencie
Lee. “I feel the Music Friendly
Texas program in our commu-
nity will help bring to the fore-
front the importance of music,
whether in education or perfor-
mance.”

The Music Friendly Texas
Community Certification Cere-
mony cohosted by TMO and the
City of Mont Belvieu was held
on Monday, February 12, at the
Mont Belvieu Council Chamber
and included speakers from the
Mont Belvieu community and
city leaders. TMO Community
Relations & Outreach Specialist
Chip Adams presented the
designation.

Mont Belvieu Music Friendly
Texas Community Certification
Ceremony

Monday, February 12 at 6:00
PM

Mont Belvieu Council Cham-
ber

11607 Eagle Dr
Mont Belvieu, TX 77580

More details:
facebook.com/events/
1330685100939912/

Mont Belvieu becomes the
57th Music Friendly Texas
Certified Community. Learn
more about the Music Friendly
Texas program: gov.texas.gov/
music/page/music-friendly-
communities
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

New Federal Air Quality
Standards

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
announced new air quality standards for fine
particulate matter (PM2.5), an airborne pollution
typically emitted in large quantities at refineries
and plants, construction sites, and other industri-
al facilities. Harris County Attorney Christian D.
Menefee had previously submitted a formal
comment advocating for stronger protections.

These stronger standards will lower the
amount of fine particle pollution emitted by
plants and factories and better control pollution
often produced in densely populated areas. The
EPA estimates this could prevent up to 4,500
premature deaths across the country.

PM2.5 exposure can lead to respiratory issues,
irregular heartbeat, death in people with heart or
lung diseases, and aggravated asthma. Harris
County’s formal comments pointed to communi-
ties like Settegast in Northeast Houston where
air monitors consistently report heightened PM
exposure and has some of the lowest life expect-
ancy in the county.

“Black and Brown communities in Harris
County and around the country have dispropor-
tionally been affected by air pollution for de-
cades,” said County Attorney Menefee. “Many of
the facilities are located directly in neighbor-
hoods, and these guidelines will ensure that we
do as much as we can to limit harmful exposures.
I’m pleased to see the EPA make this move, and I
will do everything I can to ensure every person
living in Harris County has clean air and water”

This decision is expected to impact the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality’s (TCEQ)
process for issuing permits to industrial facilities.

###

About the Harris County Attorney’s Office

Christian D. Menefee serves as the elected, top
civil lawyer for Texas’ largest county. The Harris
County Attorney’s Office represents the county in
all civil matters including lawsuits. Menefee
leads an office of 250 attorneys and staff mem-
bers. He entered office at 32 years old, making
him the youngest person and first African Ameri-
can elected as the Harris County Attorney.

Palazzo
Pants

COUNTY
MATTERS

Harris County Attorney Christian Menefee

✯

OPINION
✯

By Jennifer Hadayia, Exec. Director,
Air Alliance Houston

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
has released the new, more protective standard
for annual Particulate Matter 2.5 (PM2.5) pollu-
tion - from 12 microns (µg) m3 to 9 µg m3. This
will put the Houston Area out of attainment and
require improvement plans and stricter protec-
tions to help us reach attainment of the new
PM2.5 standard.

Air Alliance Houston has been working to
strengthen the National Ambient Air Quality
Standards for PM2.5.

• Our Executive Director Jennifer Hadayia,
MPA, Government Relations and Community
Outreach Director Leticia Gutierrez, and Com-
munity Air Monitoring Program Manager Juan
Flores all went to Washington D.C. last year and
talked about these issues with multiple federal
offices.

 • Our Research and Policy team including Dr.
Inyang Uwak and Coordinator Anthony D’Souza
wrote a comment letter last March on this
issue.The World Health Organization’s guideline
level of exposure is much lower (5 µg m3) but this
is a move in the right direction, and it will save
lives. This was a brave decision for EPA as
industry continues to lobby legislators against
standards that protect community health.Read
our StatementConcrete batch plants are a major
source of health-harming Particulate Matter 2.5
(PM 2.5) pollution in many Houston neighbor-
hoods. For years, AAH has held that the standard
permit that these facilities are governed by does
not do enough to protect communities from PM
2.5 and has advocated with residents for more
protections.

We are glad to share with you that, earlier this
month, the Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality (TCEQ) adopted improvements to the
standard permit for concrete batch plants. While
they did not go as far as we had hoped, this is a
step in the right direction.

Moving the Needle on
Particulate Matter Pollution

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Opinions expressed here are not necessarily
that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR OPINION is welcome.
Send a letter for possible publication to Grafikpress
Newspapers, 5906 Star Lane, Houston TX 77057 or an email to
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com. Please limit your words to about 200.
Letters will be subject to editing. Thank you.

TEA Annual Report Just Released
The Texas Education Agen-

cy’s annual report was released
last week. It indicates per-stu-
dent funding in the 2021-2022
school year averaged $14,928
per student, up 42% since 2011.
However, state funding has only
risen slightly in the past decade,
while local funding has in-
creased substantially.

Texas public schools educate
5.518 million students while
employing 371,778 teachers on
9,054 campuses, according to the
report.

Compared to other states,
Texas ranked 33rd in reading
among fourth graders, and
41st among eighth grade read-
ers, which were improvements
over previous years. Texas pub-
lic school students ranked
14th in math for fourth graders,
down two slots, and 25th among
eighth graders, up seven slots.

BORDER STANDOFF CONTINUES
IN EAGLE PASS

Despite a 5-4 ruling by the
U.S. Supreme Court that U.S.
Border Patrol agents can cut ra-
zor wire placed along the Tex-
as-Mexico  border  to  deter
migrants from crossing the Rio
Grande, Texas National Guard
members and state troopers con-
tinue to lay down wire as a con-
voy of protestors from across the
country heads to Eagle Pass.
The Texas Tribune reported
Gov. Greg Abbott has been
joined by 25 Republican gover-
nors who support his claim the
state has the right to supersede
the federal government’s consti-
tutionally mandated rights to
control the nation’s border be-
cause of the migrant “invasion.”

Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick also de-
fended ignoring the high court
ruling.

“We believe, constitutionally,
we are right. We have a right to
defend our citizens. We have a
right to defend this country,” he
said on Fox News.

Immigration rights groups
say claims that immigrants are
part of an invasion could lead to
increased border vigilantism
and violence.

WHISTLEBLOWER LAWSUIT
AGAINST PAXTON CAN
CONTINUE

The legal saga of a whistle-
blower lawsuit filed against Tex-
as Attorney General Ken Paxton
will continue despite his efforts
to have it thrown out, even
though the Texas Supreme
Court issued an emergency rul-

ing to delay his testimony tem-
porarily, the Austin American-
Statesman reported.

Travis County state District
Court Judge Catherine Mauzy
ruled that the case, brought by
four former top aides to Paxton
who allege wrongdoing on the
part of the attorney general, can
move forward despite Paxton
saying he will not contest the
suit and will comply with any
settlement agreement issued by
the court.

TJ Turner, an attorney for
the whistleblowers, said Paxton
is attempting to avoid taking the
stand.

“This is just the latest parlor
trick in OAG’s quiver that
they’ve deployed to avoid what
the Attorney General fears most,
and that’s testifying under
oath,” Turner said, referring to
the Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral.

Mauzy noted Paxton has
been willing to concede the
whistleblowers’ case but simul-
taneously maintain his inno-
cence.

“Those seem to me to be con-
tradictory positions,” she said.

CRIMINALS IMPERSONATE STATE
IN ASSET SEIZURE ATTEMPTS

Some taxpayers are receiving
fraudulent letters warning the
state will seize their assets and
property for unpaid taxes unless
payment is received with seven
d a y s ,  t h e
state comptroller’s office said.
The letters did not come from
the Comptroller’s office, which
said in a news release that crim-
inals have been running these
types of scams for years. The let-
ters demand immediate pay-
ment and often provide a false
link for such payment.

“Be incredibly wary whenev-
er you receive unexpected mes-
sages like these, as they can be
a trap. The criminals’ threats

are designed to get you to react
by calling the criminals’ phone
number or clicking on a fake link
to solve the problem. The conse-
quences can be catastrophic,” the
news release said.

Victims can not only lose
money but can become victims of
identity theft or have malware
installed on their computers sim-
ply by clicking on a scam link.

If you receive an unexpected
message of this type, do not re-
spond in any fashion. Instead,
call the Comptroller’s Collection
Team at 800-252-8880.

COURTHOUSE ARSONIST FOUND
GUILTY

A man accused of setting fires
at the historic Mason County
Courthouse and an occupied
home was found guilty last week.
Nicholas Miller was accused of
starting both fires almost three
years ago, according to investi-
gators  with  the  state  f i re
marshal’s office.

“I want to thank our investi-
gators and the local public safe-
t y  a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r  t h e i r
exemplary work in this case,”
said Debra Knight, state fire
marshal. “By coordinating evi-
dence, communication and re-
sources, we worked together to
achieve justice and further en-
hance the safety of Texans.”

The building was being pre-
pared for restoration at the time
of the fire, and all county records
and documents had been relocat-
ed just weeks before the blaze.

Sentencing is scheduled for
Feb. 28.

HIGH COURT QUESTIONS 2021
STORM POWER PRICES

The Texas Supreme Court
heard arguments last week in a
case questioning a government
order that sent electric rates
soaring during 2021’s Winter
Storm Uri. The case was brought
by Luminant, a subsidiary of
Vistra Corp., which argues the
Public Utility Commission ex-
ceeded its authority with the
emergency pricing order, accord-
ing to The Dallas Morning News.

The emergency order was put
in place during a widespread
blackout that resulted in $16 bil-
lion in overcharges, The News
reported. The high prices led to
a number of bankruptcies among
utilities, including Brazos Elec-
tric Power Cooperative.

Luminant argued that the
PUC is prohibited by law from
overruling the competitive mar-
ket to set prices.

“This is as clear a case as we
believe ... of an agency not stay-
ing within its lane and busting
through the rails, the guardian
rails that the Legislature has put
in place,” Luminant’s attorney
Allyson Ho said.

TEXAS IS THIRD-DEADLIEST
STATE TO DRIVE THROUGH

Texas trails only California
and Florida as the most danger-
ous state to drive through, ac-
cord ing  to  a  recent  s tudy
reported by the Statesman. The
state averages 15.4 fatal crash-
es per 100 miles. Of the 10 most
dangerous interstates in the
country on which to drive, two
of them come through the Lone
Star State – I-35E and I-45.

I-35E, which runs north-
bound through the Dallas-Fort
Worth metroplex, had nearly 30
fatal crashes per 100 miles,
while I-45, from Galveston to
Dallas, averaged 24.6 fatal
crashes per 100 miles.

Be careful out there!

My Facebook feed reminded
me that, exactly 12 years ago, I
was considering buying palazzo
pants.

I found this astonishing be-
cause just that day I had been
looking at palazzo pants, and I had
not mentioned it to Facebook—or
anyone else, except my husband,
Peter. Peter did not even know
what palazzo pants are.

“You know, they have really
wide legs,” I told him.

“Isn’t  that what you just
bought?”

I honestly wonder if Peter no-
tices anything at all. The pants I
just bought are harem pants. They
have elastic around the ankles.
They are 100% cotton, and they
are green and blue and have pock-
ets. They are fun to wear and very
comfortable, but they are certain-
ly not palazzo pants.

“Palazzo pants have big bells
at the bottom. And they are usu-
ally slippery.”

“Slippery?”
“Yeah. Kind of.”
“Whatever.”
I could tell no useful wardrobe

advice was going to come from Pe-
ter. But I must add, in all fairness,
he always dutifully tells me I look
fine in whatever I wear.

I did not buy palazzo pants 12
years ago. Apparently, I consid-
ered it, but I remember I did not
do it. And I guess, after that first
palazzo pant flirtation, I thought
the subject was closed, and I was
simply not a palazzo pant wearer.

But I have heard that the pe-
riodical cicada hatches every 17
years and wreaks havoc on the
fruit trees, and, when I was young,
I saw a forest tent caterpillar out-
break, where every bit of green
was devoured by nasty worms that
appear every 10-16 years. I now
suspect that the urge to buy palaz-
zo pants is something similar. It’s
best to be prepared.

Once I was reminded of my
close brush with a palazzo pants
purchase in the past, I did what
any sensible person would do. I
posted my dilemma on Facebook,
telling folks that I was, once again,
considering it. My friends imme-
diately weighed in.

“Resist that urge, Carrie! Stay
strong!” my friend from college,
Jennifer, wrote.

“I think we need more baggy
pants,” wrote Chris, who is a man
and, like my husband, obviously
had no idea what palazzo pants
are.

A couple of friends said, “Go for
it!” But I had the impression they
would have said that if I’d suggest-
ed shaving my head, getting a na-
vel piercing or joining a cult. These
are good friends to have, but not
always the best source of objective
advice.

I went back to the store to look
at the palazzo pants in question. I
tried to imagine where I would
wear these pants, and nothing
came to mind. I could imagine
them swishing around my ankles.
I would wear platform shoes and
enormous hoop earrings. I imag-
ined the person I would be, wear-
ing palazzo pants, and a whole
new world opened up before me.
A world that, in actual fact, did not
exist.

In the end, better sense pre-
vailed.

I did not buy palazzo pants. I
left them hanging in the store,
where I am sure they will be pur-
chased by someone much younger
and hipper who already owns a lot
of hoop earrings. But I now feel
prepared.

I fully expect another attack of
palazzo pants to hit. I’ll be in my
70s when the next outbreak ar-
rives, and I’ll be ready. This time,
I suspect I will  buy palazzo
pants—and I will probably not
stop at a single pair. By the time I
hit 80, I may wear nothing but
palazzo pants.

And that’s not a bad thing to
look forward to.

Till next time,
Carrie
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Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2022 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: info@crosbytaxes.com

Maximum Tax Savings LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

Star ✯ Courier
Your Hometown Newspaper
News tips and Ad Inquiries:

713-266-3444
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CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED

A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Star ✯ Courier
Your Hometown Newspaper
News tips and Ad Inquiries:

713-266-3444

SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

FOR RENT FOR RENT FOR RENT

HOUSE FOR LEASE IN CROSBY

Crosby/Newport TX 4/2.5/2 fresh
remodel.  $2000 rent/deposit.

NO PETS. Section 8 welcome.
Randal 832-620-8587

03-2T

Crosby ISD: Strengthening Safety and Celebrating Student Success,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Streets. On February
10, the Historical Society
also hosted a community
forum on future growth in
our communities. I enjoyed
sharing a snapshot of stu-
dent enrollment in Crosby
ISD as well as answering
questions from community
members.

Our students are shin-
ing each day this semester.
Congratulations to the
winner of the Crosby ISD
Third Annual Spelling
Bee. Matthew Rios, a fifth
grader at Crosby Elemen-
tary School,  correctly
spelled “surplus” to win
the district Spelling Bee.
Matthew is now going to
the Houston Regional
Spelling Bee in March.
Good luck! We know you’ll
spell your heart out!

There’s nothing better
than spending time with
our students, and this
month I had the chance to
spend an entire day with
Crosby Elementary School
th i rd  grader ,  Peyton
Johnson. She was depu-
tized as Superintendent
for the Day! She had an
amazing day touring cam-
puses, handing out tro-
phies at the Spelling Bee,
writing proclamations,
chairing the Superinten-
dent’s Cougar Council, and
celebrating with her class-
mates. Peyton was the sec-
ond Superintendent for the
Day this school year, as
part of fundraisers to ben-
efit the Crosby Education
Foundation.

Crosby High School se-
nior, Israel Eagleton, per-
formed beautifully before a
crowd of hundreds at the
Houston Area Alliance of

Black School Educators’
37th Annual  Teacher
Awards and Recognition
Ceremony in Houston. Is-
rael  sang “Lift  Every
Voice” as part of the Black
History Month celebration.
Another CHS senior, Col-
by Chapman, was honored
as a 2024 scholarship re-
cipient. We also cheered on
HAABSE teachers of the
year including: Jalen Har-
rison, Crosby High School;
Sherese Guy, Crosby Ele-
mentary; Jo Green, Drew
Elementary; Crystal Ham-
mond, Newport Elementa-
ry; and Rolandrea Flannel,
Crosby Middle School.
There’s icing on the cake,
too! Mr. Harrison, Ms.
Guy, and Ms. Flannel are
all proud Crosby High
School alumni who are ed-
ucating students following
in their footsteps.

Turning to athletics,
basketball seasons are en-
tering the crucial playoff
period for high school stu-
dent-athletes. We’ll an-
nounce the playoff games
and results on our district
social media platforms, but
there’s nothing better than
seeing our students com-
pete in person. I hope to
see you in the stands!
Meantime this month, we
cheered on seven student-
athletes inking scholar-
ship deals on National
Signing Day. Congratula-
tions to the following stu-
dents: Olivia Lanham,
Crowley’s Ridge College
(softball); Ricardo Salazar,
University of St. Thomas
(soccer ) ;  the  Langley
Twins, East Texas Baptist
University (football); Levi
Fontenot  and Brandt

W r i g h t ,  T e x a s  A & M
Kingsville (football); and
K a c e e  E v a n s ,  T e x a s
Weslayan (football). It’s
wonderful to see the hard
work, perseverance, and
grit pay off for our gradu-
ating seniors.

This month marked the
second edition of our staff
development conference
we affectionately call “Cou-
gar Con.” Crosby ISD staff
members have a menu of
classes to choose from in
order to target their per-
sonal or career growth.
The best part is that most
of the sessions are taught
by fellow Crosby ISD em-
ployees. We have a wealth
of knowledge in this school
district, and we’re using
that collective brain pow-
er to get better together
each day. Lessons includ-
ed content -based language
instruction, polishing up
classroom management
skills, improving interac-
tive notebook experiences
for students, and so much
more. I am so proud to see
what our Curriculum and
Instruction department
has done with our commit-

ment to lifelong learning
and growing future lead-
learners. The shared ex-
pertise of many will be
channeled into our stu-
dents in the classrooms
and enable our teachers to
cultivate a rich education-
al environment.

We are Moving For-
ward! Go Coogs!

Sheriff Ed Gonzalez speaks at task force meeting on
policing.

Matthew Rios, winner of
the Crosby ISD Spelling
Bee. Matthew goes on to
compete in the Houston
Regional Spelling Bee in
March

Crosby ISD teachers take deep dive into Content-Based
Language Instruction.

Crosby ISD teachers took part in Cougar Con 2.0 on Friday, February 9.
Cougar Con is a conference-style day of learning that allows staff members
to choose which classes to attend.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER MARKETING/SALES
PERSON

Position available for AD SALES representative.
Experience helpful but not necessary. Possible to
work from home. Suitable for Part Time, or Full
Time. Commission plus. Send letter of interest to
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com or call 713-252-8000.

HELP WANTED

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

BOOKKEEPER POSITION
The bookkeeper reports to our Senior Accountant and assists
with the usual bookkeeping functions, including data entry,
filing, report prep, and other tasks. Negotiable salary starts
at $45K with a great package of benefits. We’re looking for
someone with a certificate or 2-year degree in bookkeeping
or equivalent experience in a similar position plus knowledge
of QuickBooks and Microsoft Office. Send Resume to
shill@haweshill.com.

07-2t

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that Original Letters
Testamentary for Docket No. 518903;
Estate of EDITH PHYLLIS WELLS
Deceased; In Probate Court No. 2 of Harris
County, Texas, were issued on
FEBRUARY 8, 2024 to:

CLYDE GERALD LECOMPTE

The residence address of the
administrator is in Harris County, Texas.
The mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 E. Wallisville Road

Highlands, TX 77562

All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present them
within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.
Dated this FEBRUARY 13, 2024

by   WESTON COTTEN
    Attorney for the Estate

LEGAL

NOTICES

APPEAR IN

THE

HIGHLANDS

STAR CROSBY

COURIER,

AND THE

NORTH

CHANNEL

STAR.

CALL 713-

266-3444
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church as requested,”
Hooper said.

The training is required
now for every peace officer
in the state through the
Texas State University
ALERRT Center—Ad-
vanced Law Enforcement
Rapid Response Training.

McDonald  sa id  the
former acronym of Run,
Hide, Fight has changed to
Avoid, Deny, Defend or
(ADD) and was developed
by ALERRT in 2004 and
offered a strategy to vic-
tims a proven plan for sur-
viving an active shooter
event.

“That Run, Hide, Fight
slogan has changed now,”
he told the audience. “The
new training is Avoid,
Deny, Defend and makes
more sense in survival,” he
said.

Throughout the night,
the team provided back-
ground history and preva-
lence statistics of active
shooter events, explained
some of the positive and
negative civilian response
options, and the need for
planning ahead when vis-
iting a place citizens have
never been before.

“Most of the time, the
attacker generally has no
profile,” McDonald said.

Many, he told the audi-
ence, have an Avenger
type mindset. In other
words, a person seeking
revenge for an offense or
wrong done to them or
their people; often taking
it out on an innocent group
of people in revenge for
someone else.

“Their risk factors in-
clude a history of violence,
exposure to violence, sub-
stance abuse or depen-
dence, mental illness, and
a history of suicidality,”
Hooper explained.

He also said they may
also have a history of stalk-
ing, harassing, or threat-
ening behavior, negative

family dynamics and sup-
port system, isolation or
instability, where others
are concerned.

The numbers are daunt-
ing.

The latest FBI numbers
show 520 mass shooting
incidents in the last year
that numbers were report-
ed. To qualify as a mass
shooting event, more than
three have to be killed, ac-
cording to Hooper.

More than 47 percent of
the attacks occur at a busi-
ness, while 24 percent are
outdoors, 13 percent at
schools, and about 14 per-
cent qualify under ‘other’.

At least 61 percent of
the time, there is no con-
nection to the attacker ver-
sus his victims.

The team listed three
different stages of disaster
response.

“Denial is when you
hear gunshots but pass it
off as fireworks or a car
backfiring,” Hooper said.
“You’re not going to always
hear fireworks in the off-
season and cars don’t have
a rapid backfire. If you
hear it, go to the next step
which is deliberation.”

In deliberation, Mc-
Donald asked citizens to
remain calm and assess

their surroundings.
“A lot of times, when you

hear gunfire like in a mall,
you want to start running
but are you running away
from the threat or into it?”
he asked. “Just that short
second of calming yourself
and listening and observ-
ing might save your life,”
he reminded the crowd.

He also asked that ev-
eryone script and practice
how they’re going to get
out of a situation.

“Thinking ahead can
provide you an out or at
least a better chance of
survival,” he said.

In one of the club fires
where there was a mass
casualty event, 31 people
died in the entrance to the
club because everyone was
trying to get out of the
same exit instead of ob-
s e r v i n g  a n d  l e a v i n g
through others.

“When you walk into a
place of business, always
observe where the exits are
and know in your mind
how you’re going to get to
them in a hurry to escape
the threat,” he said. One of
the mantras of most cops
is never to sit with their
back to the entrance.

A decisive moment is
when you have to make a

Citizens receive Active Shooter
Training,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Sgt. Landon McDonald of Pct. 3 Constable
Sherman Eagleton’s office talks to a crowded San
Jacinto Community Center crowd on active
shooter training. CRASE prepares citizens in the
event they find themselves in a mass shooter
event.

Sgt. Louis Hooper of Pct. 4 Constable Mark
Herman’s office explains the new acronym A.D.D.
to Highlands residents.

life-altering decision.
“Sometimes you may

have to fight,” they said.
Put yourself in a position
where you have the best
chance to survive.

At Virginia Tech, some
of the students lay on the
ground pretending to be
dead before the shooter
even walked into the room.
The shooter saw them,
shot them in the back and
killed them. Eleven stu-
dents died in that one room
alone.

In a room next door, the
professor and a student
held the door while the
other students escaped out
the window. No students
died in that room.

“That old mantra, ‘if you
see something, say some-
thing’ is still important.
Call law enforcement. We
can check it out and if it’s
nothing, we go back to pa-
trolling,” Hooper said.

When law enforcement
arrives, follow commands,
show them the palms of
your hands above your
head, and don’t move.

McDonald and Hooper
invited the community to
call them if they wanted a
training class at their busi-
ness, school, or church.

Time Capsule buried to remember
Crosby Bicentennial Celebration

Students from Crosby Kindergarten Center across the street from the Crosby Museum of
History attended the time capsule ceremony on Thursday, Feb. 1, 2024. They are joined
by Superintendent Paula Patterson and Principal Herlinda Minor.

 Crosby Historical Society member and chairman of the time capsule
committee Randy Kubin gets an assist from Crosby Kindergarten
Center student Elliot Sutterfield who placed the time capsule into
the ground.

two markers honoring de-
ceased superintendents
Dr. H. L. Barber and Ken-
ton Langston Pate, Sr.
There is also another time
capsule placed by the ele-
mentary school students
led by Principal Jane
Eaton in 1986. Students
were learning about time-
lines and time capsules at
the time. That marker is
set to be open in 2036.

Kubin’s own family mi-
grated from Lipa in the
Czech Republic to Crosby
around 1900 and was hap-
py to chair the committee
placing the marker.

“My grandmother had a
brother in America serving
as a priest in Webster,
Massachusetts,” he said,
“and he encouraged them
to come to America.” They
didn’t like the weather and
eventually moved to Cros-
by where they bought 150
acres, some of which Kubin
lives on now.

After welcoming the
participants, Kubin called
on Crosby ISD Superinten-
dent Paula Patterson.

“I love that our kinder-
garteners are here. My
hope is that all of them are
still here in 50 years and
come back and bring their
own grandchildren here
and talk about how they
sat around the tree here as
they put the time capsule
into the ground,” said
Crosby ISD Superinten-
dent Paula Patterson.

Committee members
Jody Fuchs, Mark Moreau
and Kubin worked on dig-
ging and creating the hole
for the time capsule a cou-
ple of months earlier. They
were joined by member
Pam Blaha. A large PVC
pipe for holding the cap-
sule, donated by Billy Bo-
stick of Pioneer Plumbing,
was inserted with a cap to

screw on that would seal
the 20-inch capsule.

Kubin asked for a volun-
teer from the students, and
he was assisted by 6-year-
old Elliot Sutterfield from
Pamela Broussard’s kin-
dergarten class.

“I want to talk to you,”
Davenport said to the chil-
dren. “You are our future.
In 50 years, you will be 55
years old. Some of you will
still live in Crosby and you
will come to this site for a
celebration to unearth this
time capsule and show off
the  contents  t o  your
friends and another gener-
ation,” she said.

Then Davenport, a re-
tired teacher from Crosby,
gave the children a home-
work assignment.

“Each one of you will re-
ceive a bicentennial cele-
bration button to wear
home. I want you to tell
your mom, dad, grandma,
grandpa, aunt, uncle or
whomever is at home with
you today that you attend-
ed a time capsule celebra-

tion and I’ll be here in 50
years to see this time cap-
sule opened.”

Then she taught the
students the word bicen-
tennial.

“In 50 years, you’ll have
to say a much harder word,
and it’s semi quincentenni-
al,” she said.

The historical items
chosen by the committee
and community to place
into the capsule were a
United States flag; Crosby
Bicentennial Celebration
button; a Covid test; Tex-
as Legislative Handbook;
New Testament Bible; iP-
hone 10; a list of the Cros-
by Historical Society board
members; a flyer from the
Time Capsule ceremony it-
self; a list of the Crosby
Bicentennial Celebration
committee members; a pro-
gram from the Crosby
High School Commence-
ment Ceremony and list of
seniors from the Class of
2023; a copy of the Consti-
tution of the United States
of America; a 2023 Jovita
Idar D mint worth $1.29;
a list of the Crosby ISD
board of trustees, district
administration, principals,
and assistant principals;
2023 coins including quar-
ters, dimes, nickels, and
pennies; a photo of the Bi-
centennial Quilt, “Stars
Over Crosby” pieced by the
Crosby “Stitchin’ Sisters”
and quilted by Kathy Bry-
ant, and a list of a the la-
dies who worked on the
quilt for the Crosby Bicen-
tennial Celebration; a
menu from Charming
Café; and a Bicentennial
Edition of the Star-Couri-
er Newspaper and four
other papers leading up to
and following the Crosby
Bicentennial Celebration.

The time capsule was
donated by Kubin, and the
marker was given by Bel-
la Dion, managing partner
of Sterling-White Funeral
Home and Cemetery.

“It’s amazing to live in
a community like this who
has such rich history and
to have community mem-
bers that are interested in
chronicling that history is
important,” Patterson
said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

HOUSTON – Prosecutors
have dismissed 2019 charges
against a man once accused
of killing a friend and serious-
ly injuring his girlfriend dur-
ing a boating crash along the
San Jacinto River in east
Harris County.

Galan Ruiz,  46,  was
charged with felony murder
and intoxicated assault with
a vehicle, causing serious
bodily injury, in connection
with the June 30 river crash.
Luis Gonzalez, 33, vanished
in the water, and search
crews found his body two
days later.

Ruiz was hospitalized af-
ter the crash and ultimately
lost a leg, said his defense at-
torney, J. Julio Vela.

The deadly crash and oth-
er drownings around that
time fueled stern warnings
from law enforcement that
boaters and motorists should
not drink and drive during
the Fourth of July weekend.

The charges against Ruiz
were dismissed Dec. 5, with
prosecutors citing “insuffi-
cient evidence of defendant’s
guilt” as their reason in court
records.

The case was set for trial
last February and later in
May, but those proceedings
were postponed, court records
show. In the months that fol-
lowed, prosecutors continued
to seek records related to the
crash, including toxicology
testing.

The Harris County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office defend-
ed tough prosecution of
alcohol-related cases but ac-
knowledged it did not have
evidence to win the case
against Ruiz.

“We believe in evidence-
based prosecution, and based
on our evaluation of the evi-
dence, we did not believe a
successful prosecution was
possible in this case,” said
prosecutor Lauren Bard,
head of the Vehicular Crimes
Division.

Ruiz’s defense attorney
identified issues with the

case, including a possible
mechanical problem with the
boat, that may have led to the
dismissal. A crash recon-
struction expert told Vela
that the boat’s motor did not
fit the vessel and that it may
have malfunctioned, causing
a so-called circle of death
boating phenomena after hit-
ting strong wakes.

Gonzalez was flung from
the boat as the uncontrolled
spinning continued, Vela
said.

Only one of the two blood
draws taken from Ruiz
showed signs of alcohol, he
said.

“Because of the backlog, it
wasn’t until the eve of trial
that the state took a real good
look at the case,” Vela said.
“Had the decision been made
years ago, it could have
spared a lot of heartache.”

The lawyer said his client
lost his job in auto repair af-
ter his arrest.

Former prosecutor Sean
Teare,  who is  running
against District Attorney
Kim Ogg, touted the 2019
charges while previously
leading the Vehicular Crimes
Division in Ogg’s office at the
time they were filed.

Survei l lance footage
showed Ruiz losing control of
the vessel and crashing into
a retaining wall, Teare said
in 2019. Residents in nearby
homes at Sandbridge Court
and Rio Villa Drive rescued
Ruiz and his girlfriend from
the water. Beer cans were
found in the crashed boat,
Teare said.

Teare, while no longer in-
volved in the case, said the in-
vestigation into Ruiz helped
prosecutors in his division
understand the results of
field sobriety tests on water,
as opposed to land.

He recalled the case as one
that “should be tried” when
he oversaw the Vehicular
Crimes Division but noted
that new evidence since his
departure in February could
have changed that.

Charges dismissed against
boater charged in fatal wreck
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