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IN THE
STARS

EVENTS

Coming in February:
BUSINESS &
INDUSTRY

SPECIAL EDITION
Featuring your Story and Ad
in the STAR-COURIER and the
NORTH CHANNEL STAR. See
details on Page 5. Contact us
at 713-266-3444 to be part of

this Special Edition.

CF&R Mardi
Gras Singo
Bingo Feb. 23
Crosby Fair & Rodeo
fundraiser. SINGO BINGO,
Friday Feb. 23 at 6pm
Dinner, 7pm Singo.
Bonanza Ranch, 17696
Ramsey Road, Crosby. $50
tickets.

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

CROSBY – It was fun
and even got raucous at
times while the Crosby com-
munity turned out in big
numbers to support the
Bras For A Cause fundrais-
er. When all the glitter and
confetti had settled, they
had raised a whopping
$140,000 for cancer.

“This is our 13th year and
despite internet problems
and parking in the rain, ev-
eryone managed to get in
and contribute to the cause,”
said BFAC president Beth
King. “We can always count
on Crosby people and those
in surrounding areas to
come out and support us big
time.”

From North Shore, Day-
ton, Crosby, and even from
as far away as the state of
Washington, more than 400
guests packed the American

“Bras for a Cause” raises $140k for Cancer

Twenty brave men from the community and beyond were willing to wear bras and take cat calls from the audience to help raise money at Bras For The
Cause. The fundraiser raises money to help fight against cancer.

Legion Hall for the annual
gig.

The Crosby organization
began in 2008 when Shirl-
ey Rodgers was executive
assistant and secretary at
the Crosby Fair and Rodeo.

“She saw an idea called
Tough Enough To Wear

Pink, a cowboy supported
program for breast cancer
awareness. On Saturday
night at the rodeo, if you
wore a pink shirt, they
would donate money to
breast cancer research or
the American Cancer Soci-
ety,” said Debbie Holmelin.

They would raise addition-
al funds raffling items and
selling t-shirts.

Then the girls heard
about Bras For A Cause
where the guys dress up in
bras and you auction them
off.

“There really wasn’t a

website for them so we de-
cided to do our own,” Holme-
lin said.

They began lining up ce-
lebrity models. The first
year, most of the 20 models

Continued. See BRAS FOR A
CAUSE, Page 7

Annual event raises
Fun and Funds for
Cancer research

Trail Rides mark start
of RodeoHouston

Continued. See TRAIL RIDES
RODEOHOUSTON, Page 2

NORTHEASTERN TRAIL RIDERS, Anthony Bruno Trail Boss, start from Cheeks,
Texas and come through Northeast Houston on the way to Memorial Park
and the Houston Rodeo Parade on Saturday, February 24th.

HOUSTON – A total of
more than 2,000 cowboys
and cowgirls are expected
to participate in this year’s
11 rodeo trail rides, some
of which will travel 100-
plus miles to Houston.

February marks the
start of rodeo season in
Houston, and as part of a
beloved annual tradition
later this month, thou-
sands of cowboys and cow-
girls will begin making
their way to the city while
riding horses and wagons
in a scene straight out of
the Old West.

Eleven trail rides asso-
ciated with the Houston
Livestock Show and Rodeo
will commence starting

Feb. 16, the rodeo an-
nounced Thursday. A total
of more than 2,000 trail
riders are expected to par

Judge Bate’s
Teen Summit
March 1
Free Event for Students
6th-12th grades. Conversa-
tions on issues that affect
teens.
Sat. March 1 from 10am to
2pm, Goose Creek
Memorial High School.
Speakers, Vendors, Free
Lunch, Door Prizes.
Questions, 713-274-0900.

Crosby Library
Book Sale
March 1-2
Friends of the Crosby
Library will hold their
Spring Book Sale on:
Friday, March 1 - 1pm -
6pm
Saturday, March 2 - 10am
- 5pm.
****Take advantage of
these specials****
Regular size Romance
paperbacks - 4-$1.00
Amish/Christian hard-
backs - 2-$1.00. ****
Paperbacks = $ .50
Hardback = $ 1.00
Children books priced as
marked.
All proceeds from the
Book Sale benefit the
library and support the
Summer Reading
programs.
Questions - call the
Library - 832-927-7790.

Early voting in
Primary starts Feb. 20

HARRIS COUNTY –
Harr i s  County  C lerk
Teneshia Hudspeth has
announced the start of
Early Voting for the March
5 Joint Primary Elections,
and her staff demonstrat-
ed what voters can expect
to see at the polls at a
Press Conference last
Monday, February 19..

 Early Voting in person
runs from February 20 to
March 1, from 7 a.m. to 7
p.m., except Sunday, Feb-
ruary 25, noon to 7 p.m.

Harr i s  County  has
countywide polling, which
means voters can go to any
of the 79 early vote centers
across the county.

Voters will choose from
either a Democrat or Re-

publican ballot of their
choosing. In a runoff, they
must vote in the same par-
ty. Ballots will be lengthy,
because they include Pres-
idential candidates, Sena-
t o r s ,  C o n g r e s s m e n ,
Judges, local county and
city officials, constables
and  sher i f f ,  p rec inc t
chairs, and propositions on
the Republican ballot.

Of special interest to
area voters is State Repre-
sentative Briscoe Cain
running against Bianca
Gracia in District 128.
Other incumbents running
unopposed are Senfronia
Thompson, Carol Alvara-
do, and Sylvia Garcia on
the Democratic slate.

Richard Cantu is run-

ning to retain his seat on
the Harris County Depart-
ment of Education board,
but has an opponent in
Josh Wallenstein.

Other high profile races
include the Harris County
District Attorney, with in-
cumbent Kim Ogg facing
challenger Sean Teare.
Also of interest is a race for
Sheriff, with incumbent Ed
Gonzalez facing 3 chal-
lengers. County Attorney
Christian Menefee has an
opponent, Umeka Lewis.

For election informa-
tion, visit www.Harris
Votes.com and connect on
social media at @Harris-
Votes for news and up-
dates.

Revitalized Highlands Chamber holds GALA

Place Your Message on the
Front Page, at a reasonable

Rate. Call the STAR-COURIER
713-266-3444

Continued. See HIGHLANDS
CHAMBER BANQUET, Page 6

Judge Joe Stephens swears in the Chamber Board and President Jim Wadzinski.

The Highlands/Lynch-
burg Chamber of Commerce
held a successful Awards
Banquet last Thursday
night, with about 100 guests
and members enjoying the
colorful Valentine decor and
delicious food at the Monu-
ment Inn in Deer Park.

President Jim Wadzins-
ki emceed the evening’s
events, and announced that
the Chamber finances had
improved, and the member-
ship roll was approaching
the goal of 50 members.

The keynote speaker was
Precinct 2 official Nelson
Espitia, who reviewed the
accomplishments of the Pre-
cinct in the last few years,

including many public
works projects, drainage
and road improvements,
and economic development.
The key message was “Re-
vive2 Thrive.”

After Judge Joe Stephens
swore in the new board, an-
nual awards were present-
ed  by  Wadzinski  and
secretary Reba Rachall.

The presigious Terry

Davis Award for communi-
ty service was given to Ran-
dy Casey for his work with
the Chamber; the Business/
Organization Award went
to the Highlands Rotary

Club, with 10 members
present; the Constable
Award went to Sgt. Aman-
da Watson; the Sheriff’s
Deputy Award went to
Brenda Mahan; and the
Firefighter of the Year to
retiring Chief Harvey Little.

A special highlight of the
evening was the attendance
of previous Chamber exec-
utive Jessica Woods, now
recovering from a serious
health concern. Whe re-
ceived a warm welcome
from the Chamber guests.

The audience was re-
minded of a Golf tourna-
ment set for May 5.
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GOOSE CREEK CISD NEWS

Goose Creek CISD is
proud to announce Tailis
Oniwon as the Elementary
Principal of the Year and
Daniel Blanson as the Sec-
ondary Principal of the Year.
Both individuals were nomi-
nated and chosen by their
colleagues as superior in-
structional leaders that have
succeeded in providing high-
quality learning opportuni-
ties for students at their
respective campuses.

Principal Tailis Oniwon, a
dedicated educator with 12
years at GCCISD, including
four as principal at Crockett
Elementary. She holds a
bachelor’s degree from Tex-
as Southern University and
a master’s from Sam Hous-
ton State University. She is
a devoted wife and commit-
ted mother of four to Jaliyah
(15), Tyrese (17), Mia (6),
and Kai (1) and she shares
her home with two poodles
and a shih-tzu. Inspired by
influential educators, she
strives to be a positive influ-
ence for all students, foster-
ing  a  love  o f  learning,
innovation, and community
service. As she passionately
believes, “The function of ed-
ucation is to teach one to
think intensively and to
think critically. Intelligence
plus character - that is the
goal of true education.” -
Martin Luther King Jr.

Dr. Blanson is in his 19th
year in public education. He
spent 16 years in Aldine ISD
and has been in GCCISD for
the past 3 years as the proud
principal of Horace Mann
Junior. As principal, Dr.
Blanson was able to increase
the campus rating last year
to a B rating. Dr. Blanson
believes in fostering positive
relationships, maximizing
student achievement, and
promoting community en-
gagement. He holds a bach-

GCCISD Announces
Elementary and Secondary
Principals of the Year

Dr. Daniel Blanson

Tailis Oniwon

elor’s and master’s degree
from Prairie View A&M Uni-
versity, and a Doctorate De-
gree from Houston Baptist
University. Dr. Blanson is an
equity-driven leader who ad-
vocates for every scholar, ev-

Goose Creek CISD is
pleased to announce a gen-
erous donation of $10,000 to
the Army JROTC program
at Sterling High School from
Senator D. Mays Middleton
II. In addition to his mone-
tary contributions, Senator
Middleton also wrote letters
of support to key decision-
makers of the Army JROTC
and the Moody Foundation
grant.

Adrienne Sun, District
Director for State Represen-
tative Briscoe Cain, was in-
strumental in GCCISD
obtaining the Sterling High
School Army JROTC pro-

Senator Middleton donates to
GC CISD Army JROTC

Dr. Randal O’Brien, Susan Jackson, Brian Oguanuo, Judy Dubose, Senator Mays
Middleton, Tiffany Guy, State Representative Briscoe Cain, and Adrienne Sun
(Photo by Carrie Pryor-Newman)

gram grant from the Moody
Foundation and the JROTC
approval by the U.S. Army.
She assisted GCCISD with
these approvals through
Cain’s letters and his sup-
port communication, result-
i n g  i n  t h e  M o o d y
Foundation approving the
JROTC grant,  total ing
$310,475.00.

After a long-standing
partnership with the Ma-
rines from 1977 to 2023,
GCCISD began the new
Army JROTC program in
August 2023 with the help
of Judy Dubose, a retired
Army veteran and Class of

1973 Sterling graduate.
Dubose contributed greatly
to building the program and
ensuring that GCCISD
would maintain a JROTC
program in the district.

The dedication and com-
mitment to the JROTC pro-
gram by Senator D. Mays
Middleton II, State Repre-
sentative Briscoe Cain,
Adrienne Sun, and Judy
Dubose are truly commend-
able. The district values
their contributions and ea-
gerly anticipates the expan-
sion and success of the Army
JROTC program at GC-
CISD.

In a dedicated effort to
enhance road safety aware-
ness and prevent tragic ac-
cidents, the Kailee Mills
Foundation has recently
contributed to the installa-
tion of “Buckle Up” signs at
Goose Creek CISD high
schools. The foundation, es-
tablished in memory of Kai-
lee Mills, aims to educate,
and remind drivers and pas-
sengers alike about the crit-
ical importance of wearing
seat belts.

Kailee Mills, a vibrant
and promising young wom-
an, lost her life in a car acci-
dent on October 28, 2017,
when she removed her seat
belt to slide over in the back-
seat and take a selfie with

Strap In for Safety

her friend. Her family, dev-
astated by the loss, trans-
formed their grief into action
by founding the Kailee Mills
Foundation. As stated on
their website, the Mills fam-
ily chose to honor their
daughter by focusing their
energy on something posi-
tive: raise awareness about
the importance of seat belt
use.

The installation of “Buck-
le Up” signs serves as a visi-
ble reminder to all road
users about the importance
of wearing seat belts. These
signs are  strategical ly
placed in high-traffic areas,
parking lots, and communi-
ty spaces to maximize their
impact. The Kailee Mills

Foundation believes that
through increased visibility
and education, they can con-
tribute to a culture of safety
and reduce the number of
preventable accidents on the
road.

As Goose Creek CISD
comes together to support
initiatives like the installa-
tion of “Buckle Up” signs,
they contribute not only to
honoring Kailee’s memory
but also to creating a safer,
more responsible society. It
is through efforts like these
that community members
are reminded to take respon-
sibility for their safety and
the safety of those around
them by simply buckling up
every time they get into a ve-
hicle.

Goose Creek CISD is excit-
ed to announce that over 160
teachers will receive over $1.5
million in additional bonuses
in recognition of their out-
standing efforts in the class-
room through the Teacher
Incentive Allotment (TIA) ini-
tiative.

The Teacher Education
Agency (TEA) created the
Teacher Incentive Allotment
(TIA) to provide additional
funding for top-performing
teachers. Eligible teachers
can earn one of three levels of
designation - Recognized, Ex-
emplary, or Master. The pur-
pose of TIA is to incentivize
effective teachers to remain in
the classroom and prioritize

TI-YAY! GCCISD to Receive
Over $1.5 Million From State

high-needs campuses.
Brooke Dockery, GCCISD’s

Associate Director of Compen-
sation, began the lengthy pro-
cess in the Fall of 2021. A
committee comprised of cam-
pus leaders and central ad-
ministration staff was formed
to create a local designation
system and determine the
measures for designations, as
well as identify eligible teach-
ing groups. The proposal was
submitted to TEA in the
Spring of 2022, and the dis-
trict collected student class-
room growth and teacher
observation data during the
2022-2023 school year. GC-
CISD submitted the data to
TEA in the Fall of 2023 and

received notification last Fri-
day that the data had been
approved.

GCCISD is awaiting the
next steps in notifying teach-
ers who will be receiving a
designation.  Those who earn
a designation will automati-
cally receive bonuses for the
next 5 years. The District also
intends to expand eligible
teaching groups in the future
and recommend additional
teachers for TIA designations
using student growth and ap-
praisal data.

For more information re-
garding Teacher Incentive Al-
l o t m e n t ,  p l e a s e  v i s i t
tiatexas.org or contact Brooke
Dockery at 281.420.4800

ery day, through every deci-
sion. In his acceptance of the
award, Dr. Blanson stated, “I
am honored to be a part of
the GCCISD family and the
community!”
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ON THE
HILL

U.S. Navy sailors
serve and protect from
around the globe, and
every sailor got their
start somewhere.

240118-N-CD319-
1106 SOUTH CHINA
SEA (Jan. 18, 2024) Avi-
ation Machinist’s Mate
3rd Class Logan
Snapp, from Dayton,
Texas, performs a rou-
tine maintenance
check on an MH-60R
Sea Hawk Helicopter,
assigned to the “Blue
Hawks” of Helicopter
Maritime Strike Squad-
ron (HSM 78), aboard
Arleigh Burke-class
guided-missile de-
stroyer USS William P.
Lawrence (DDG 110).

Lawrence is as-
signed to Carrier Strike
Group ONE and de-
ployed to U.S. 7th Fleet
area of operations in
support of a free and
open Indo-Pacific.
(U.S. Navy photo by
Mass Communication
Specialist 2nd Class
Tristan Cookson)

Dayton Native
Performs
Helicopter
Maintenance
Aboard U.S.S
William P.
Lawrence

240208-N-PV401-1131
PHILIPPINE SEA (Feb.
8, 2024) U.S. Navy sail-
ors serve and protect
from around the globe,
and every sailor got
their start somewhere.
Naval Aircrewman (He-
licopter) 2nd Class Zac
Crane, from Beach City,
Texas, conducts a pa-
tient assessment on a
simulated casualty on
the flight deck aboard
T i c o n d e r o g a - c l a s s
guided-missile cruiser
USS Princeton (CG 59).
Princeton is assigned to
Carrier Strike Group
ONE and deployed to
the U.S. 7th Fleet area of
operations in support of
a free and open Indo-
Pacific. (U.S. Navy Pho-
t o  b y  M a s s
Communication Spe-
cialist 2nd Class Eliza-
beth Grubbs)

Beach City
Native Serves
on the Flight
Deck Aboard
USS Princeton

Congratulations to Dr. Ran-
dal O’Brien, Superintendent of
Schools for Goose Creek CISD,
for being honored as a 2024
Sam Houston State Universi-
ty (SHSU) Distinguished Edu-
c a t o r  o f  t h e  Y e a r .  T h e
Distinguished Educator of the
Year award recognizes and
honors alumni educators who
have made a significant contri-
bution to the field of education.
Nominees must be an alumnus

Champion of Education: GCCISD Superintendent
Randal O’Brien Wins Prestigious Award

of SHSU’s College of Education
and have demonstrated exper-
tise or outstanding service in
the classroom, school, district,
and/or community.

Dr. O’Brien has served as
superintendent of Goose Creek
CISD for the past nine years.
He was named the acting su-
perintendent during the Au-
gust 7, 2014 Board meeting
and was confirmed superinten-
dent later that year; becoming

the 15th superintendent in the
100-year history of the district.

Dr. O’Brien holds a bache-
lor’s degree in business man-
agement from East Texas
Baptist University, where he
played basketball and tennis
on scholarship; a master’s of
education in administration
from Sam Houston State Uni-
versity and a doctorate in edu-
cat ional  leadership from
Lamar University. His experi-

By Norma Martinez

This  past  weekend
marked the culmination of
the Lee College Regional
History Day Competition.
This year’s event, with the
theme of “Turning Points
in History,” showcased his-
torical papers, websites,
documentaries, perfor-
m a n c e s ,  a n d  e x h i b i t
projects where young his-
torians presented their re-
search and projects.

Participants delved into
various historical topics,
offering insightful perspec-
tives and engaging narra-
tives. The day celebrated
the students’ dedication to
historical inquiry and fos-
tered a sense of communi-
t y  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l
curiosity.

Students buzzed with
excitement throughout Lee
College as junior school
and high school attendees
explored exhibits and in-
teracted with the present-

History is Not Only in the Past
ers. Judges, educators, and
parents alike were im-
pressed by the depth of
knowledge and creativity
demonstrated by the stu-
dents.

Those students placing
first or second in the jun-
ior division categories
were: Ananya Sood- EF
Green, Ainsley Benoit- Ce-
dar Bayou (Documentary),
Ava Flood- Cedar Bayou
(Exhibit), Maahi Singh-
EF Green & Ava Westbay-
Gentry (Paper), Jacob Me-
jia- EF Green (Perfor-
mance),  Arya Patel &
Gabriella Martinez- EF
Green (Website), Kenzie &
Kollin Pinkerton- Gentry,
Lucas Melcher & Micah
W i l l i a m s -  E F  G r e e n
(Group Documentary),
Yashvir Singh Gill, Gabri-
el  Ramirez,  Jonathan
Lewis, Annali Ramirez-
EF Green, Austin Thomas
& Brycen Gardiner- Bay-
town Junior (Group Exhib-
it), Cara Keiser, Lea Diaz,
Amelia Breault- Gentry,
Crisette Gardner, Chloe
Allen, Mellony Blakeslee,
& Serena Lanham- EF
Green (Group Perfor-

mance), and Anay Gupta
& Manavendra Chouhan,
Theertha Nair & Arpitha
Sunilkmar- EF Green
(Group Website).

Those students placing
first or second in the se-
nior division categories
were: Ravleen Kaur Gill-
GCM, Emmery Ripke-
Sterling (Documentary),
Rachel Currie- IMPACT
(Exhibit), Freddy de la
Rosa- Sterling (Paper),
Hanna Coker- Sterling
(Website), Gianni Del Rio
& Jody Valerie Go Hiong,
Joshua Camtugan, Noah
Caban, & Alexa Banda-
IMPACT (Group Docu-
mentary), Axel Moreno,
Salvador, Bejar, Destiney
Ramos, & Mateo Ortegon,
Logan Ochoa & Giovanny
Paz- GCM (Group Exhib-
it), and Karly Esquivel,
Leighton Briggs, and Ace
Ellis- Sterling, Shakunta-
la Bhowmick & Laila Car-
dona- IMPACT (Website).

These 51 GCCISD stu-
dents are advancing to the
state competition on April
20, 2024, at the Universi-
ty of Texas at Austin.

ence includes more than 30
years in education; serving as
a CTE teacher/coordinator, as-
sistant principal, campus prin-
cipal, district administrator,
and, for more than a dozen
years ;  superintendent  o f
schools.

Dr. O’Brien will be honored
at this year’s ceremony on
March 2 at the Lowman Stu-
dent Center White Ballroom in
Huntsville, Texas.

The Goose Creek CISD students that will represent the district at the state
history competition.

Jonathan Lewis, Gabriel Ramirez, Annali Ramirez, Yashvir Gill, students
from EF Green Junior School won first place on their history project titled
“From Sea to Shining Sea: The Transcontinental Railroad Redefines the
Face of a Nation”.  (Photos by Carrie Pryor-Newman)

By David Taylor
Managing editor

After almost nine years
of planning, a unanimous
vote on Jan. 25 by the Tex-
as Higher Education Coor-
dinating Board okays a
Barbers Hill ISD and Lee
College proposal to estab-
lish a branch campus in
Mont Belvieu.

“This unanimous vote of
the Texas Higher Educa-
tion Coordinating Board to
allow our community to
vote on a Barbers Hill
branch college campus is
the culmination of years of
extensive dialogue and
planning,” Barbers Hill
Superintendent Dr. Greg
Poole said. “The Barbers
Hill branch campus will
provide a long-term posi-
tive impact for students
and community.”

With the state’s okay to
proceed, the Barbers Hill
ISD school board had to
vote to call a branch cam-
pus election by Feb. 16.
The board voted unani-
mously at their Feb. 2
board meeting to place the
measure to establish a
branch campus on the May
4 ballot.

The proposal will in-
clude the construction of a
60,000 square foot building
by Barbers Hill ISD with
a capacity of 1,000 stu-
dents at the cost of $30 mil-
lion. It also includes a

State Okays Plan for New Lee College
Branch Campus with Barbers Hill ISD

maintenance tax election
at a rate of five percent on
each $100 valuation of all
taxable property.

To earn consideration, a
petition from the district’s
voter registrar certifying
the signatures of regis-
tered voters who live in the
Barbers Hill district had to
sign a petition requesting
the measure be put on the
ballot and 1,008 signed the
required petition exceed-
ing the five percent re-
q u i r e m e n t  o f  9 9 0
signatures.

According to the dis-
trict, the Barbers Hill ISD

tax rate will not increase
because of the college
plan’s passage.

While the effort seeking
to establish a college cam-
pus in Mont Belvieu began
as early as 2015, it expand-
ed in earnest with the es-
tablishment of a steering
committee that included
Chairwoman Sandra Du-
ree, Barbers Hill deputy
super intendent ;  V ice
Chairman Benny May,
Barbers Hill trustee; Sec-
retary Macie Schubert,
West Chambers County
Chamber of Commerce
p r e s i d e n t  a n d  C E O ;

George Barrera, Barbers
Hill trustee; Eric Davis,
Barbers Hill trustee; Jim-
my Sylvia ,  Chambers
County judge; Brian Win-
ningham, Mont Belvieu
city manager; Daryl Fon-
tenot, Lee College regent;
Gilbert Santana, Lee Col-
lege regent; and Brad Wid-
ener, Lone Star NGL at
Energy Transfer vice pres-
ident of operations. Dr. Vil-
lanueva and Dr. Poole
were non-voting members
of the committee.

Their first meeting was
on Oct. 12, 2022, and the
last one on Nov. 30, 2022.
In between, they were
treated to tours of other
college campuses, focus
groups, surveys, consulta-
tions with architects and
negotiations between the
two entities.

According to the dis-
trict, responses to online
surveys and focus groups
were overwhelmingly fa-
vorable and supportive of
the branch campus.

Chambers County com-
missioners joined Mont
Belvieu council members
in passing a resolution in
support of the college plan.

The steering committee
also appointed three sub-
committees—a program-
ming subcommittee to
develop courses, programs,
degrees, and services to be
offered at the branch cam-
pus; a finance subcommit-

tee to develop a financial
p l a n  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e
branch campus; and an ar-
chitect subcommittee to
develop plans for the facil-
ity that will house the
branch campus.

Programs to be offered
include offering AAS de-
grees in Respiratory Ther-
apy and Sonography and a
certificate in Pharmacy
Technology. Vocational
programs leading to em-
ployment in skilled and
semi-skilled occupations
include certificates in Ster-
ile Processing Technology
and Drone Operator. All
freshman and sophomore
state-mandated core cur-
riculum would also be of-
fered.

Continuing adult educa-
tion programs, high school
equivalency programs, and
English as a Second Lan-
guage courses would also
be on the list.

According to a district
release, “The new campus
would provide a complete
array of student services to
ensure the Barbers Hill
community receives the
same level of amenities
found at the main Lee Col-
lege campus in Baytown.”

District spokesperson
David Bloom said, “Cur-
rently, there are 10 branch
colleges in Texas and even
fewer that are directly tied
to a school district.”

DR. RANDAL O’BRIEN

Lee College History
Day Competition



Page 4 THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2024Star ✯ Courier / Press / North Channel STAR

✯      O P I N I O N    P A G E    ✯

Editor & Publisher..............................Gilbert Hoffman
Associate Publisher.....................Mei-Ing Liu Hoffman
Managing Editor......................................David Taylor
Assignment Editor....................................Julieta Paita
Website Editor............................ ......Kristan Hoffman
Marketing Executive..............................Willie Glasgow
Production Manager.....................Gerardo Hernandez
Entered as Periodicals Class at Highlands Post Office, Highlands, TX 77562. Under the Act
of Congress of March 3, 1879. Published 50 weeks per year, on Thursday, by Grafikpress
Corp., 5906 Star Lane, Houston, TX 77057. Opinions in this paper are those of the au-
thors, and not necessarily this newspaper’s. Any erroneous statement which may appear
will be corrected when brought to the attention of the publisher. Liability for errors is
limited to the reprinting of the corrected version. Submissions are encouraged, in person,
by mail, by Fax, or by email, to grafikstar@aol.com.

GRAFIKPRESS is publisher of community newspapers, including Highlands STAR-Crosby
COURIER; Barbers Hill Dayton PRESS; Northeast NEWS; North Forest NEWS, North Chan-
nel STAR. Combined circulation of these newspapers exceeds 20,000, Readership exceeds
50,000 according to industry standards. We also print dozens of school, ethnic, and gov-
ernment publications on contract. Call for information to 713-977-2555.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: In-county, $28.00 per year. Out of county, $35.00 per Year. POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to Star-Courier, P. O. Box 405, Highlands, TX 77562

News and Ad Phones....713-266-3444
FAX Line....713-977-1188
email: grafikstar@aol.com

Member Texas Press Association

USPS 244-500

H I G H L A N D S

Barbers Hill✯Dayton PRESS

Star✯CourierStar✯Courier

NORTH CHANNEL ✯ STAR

C R O S B Y

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

Stricter Gun Control
Regulations needed

Judge Lina Hidalgo Calls for Stricter Gun
Safety Regulations in Wake of Lakewood Church
Shooting

Harris County, TX, February 16, 2024, Harris
County Judge Lina Hidalgo issued the following
statement in response to the shooting at Lake-
wood Church on Sunday:

“All of us in Harris County are hurting from
the shooting at Lakewood Church. Part of our
response to what is now just the latest tragedy
like this, which is not unique, is looking at how
we can prevent an unstable person from accessing
a gun. The majority of guns used to commit
crimes in Texas are purchased legally. The
Lakewood shooter used an AR-15 that she was
able to purchase legally, despite her criminal
record and a history of violent behavior.

Texas has a history of responding to mass
shootings by loosening gun laws rather than
strengthening them. This is demonstrably not the
way to reduce gun violence. With state laws tying
our hands, we can only do so much at the local
level. I am calling on our state leaders to do what
is beyond obvious and pass stricter regulations on
purchasing guns in Texas, including a red flag
law,” said Judge Lina Hidalgo.

###

Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo is Harris
County’s chief executive and Director of the
Harris County Office of Homeland Security and
Emergency Management. Judge Hidalgo, along-
side four county precinct commissioners, oversees
a budget of approximately $5 billion that funds
services and institutions for the third-largest
county in the nation, home to nearly 5 million
people. For more information about Harris
County and the Office of the County Judge,
please visit: cjo.harriscountytx.gov.

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Opinions expressed here are not necessarily
that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR OPINION is welcome.
Send a letter for possible publication to Grafikpress
Newspapers, 5906 Star Lane, Houston TX 77057 or an email to
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com. Please limit your words to about 200.
Letters will be subject to editing. Thank you.

Donuts in
the Middle
of the Day

Pitch Made for New Power Plants
Lt. Gov Dan Patrick

joined with the world’s
largest investment firm
to pitch investors on
building natural gas
power plants in Texas at
a summit held last week
in Houston.

Patrick and BlackRock
CEO Larry Fink shared
the stage as they at-
tempted to persuade
investors to take advan-
tage of $10 billion in
incentives and bonuses
provided by the state
after voters approved a
constitutional amend-
ment last
November, kut.org reported.

“We estimate in this
room there’s $2.2 tril-
lion,” Fink told the
crowd. “We only have to
put $10 billion to work,
so can we get it done?
Can we start raising
hands?”

While Patrick re-
mained optimistic the
plan would attract
investors interested in
building new power
plants, others aren’t so
sure.

Ed Hirs, an energy
economist at the Univer-
sity of Houston,
told kut.org that the way
the Texas power market
is structured won’t
necessarily provide a
steady return to power
plant operators.

“If you’ve got $2
trillion worth of investors
and they’re looking for a
deal ... they wouldn’t
have had this summit;
there would already be
power plants being
built,” he said. “All of
these guys are sharks.
They’re not going to miss
an opportunity to make a
profit.”

New law increases
sentences for human
smugglers

A state law that
increases the minimum
sentence from two years
to 10 years for people
convicted of smuggling
immigrants or harboring
them illegally went into

effect last wee.

The Texas
Tribune reported SB4
was one of three immi-
gration-related bills
signed into law late last
year. Other measures
provide state money for
construction of barriers
along the Texas-Mexico
border and make it a
state crime to illegally
cross the border from
Mexico.

The latter measure is
being challenged in court
by the U.S. Department
of Justice, El Paso
County and immigrant
rights groups.

“This increase in
policing and increased
criminalization is going
to further exacerbate the
overcrowding of our
jails,” said David Stout,
an El Paso County
commissioner.

Ten counties exceed
tougher soot stan-
dards

Tougher rules aimed
at reducing particulate
matter in the air went
into effect last week,
reducing the amount of
what is commonly called
soot permitted in the air
from 12 to 9 micrograms
per cubic meter annually.

It is the first change in
the limits since 2012.
The soot can cause lung
and throat irritation,
aggravate asthma and
cause other ailments,
the Tribune reported.

According to data from
the Environmental

Protection Agency, 10
Texas counties have
particulate matter levels
that exceed the new
standard – Dallas,
Harris, Tarrant, Travis,
El Paso, Webb, Hidalgo,
Cameron, Kleberg and
Bowie.

The EPA will take
about two years to
officially declare which
regions meet the new
standards and which
don’t. States will then
have at least three years
to create a plan to come
into compliance.

“This final air quality
standard will save lives
and make all people
healthier, especially
within America’s most
vulnerable and overbur-
dened communities,”
EPA Administrator
Michael Regan said in a
press release. Industry
groups and the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce
have criticized the new
rule.

Paxton attorneys
seek dismissal of
securities fraud
mostly booked for a
year.

While the city doesn’t
expect to make a profit,
given what it is spending
on health, safety and
infrastructure, local
businesses stand to
profit. Greenville, Ennis,
Canton and other small
North Texas cities are
also making plans to take
advantage of visitors
coming to view the
eclipse.

Gary Borders is a
veteran award-winning
Texas journalist. He
published a number of
community newspapers
in Texas during a 30-year
span, including in
Longview, Fort Stockton,
Nacogdoches, Lufkin and
Cedar Park.
Email:gborders@texaspress.com

While a person may buy a
cake here in Mexico seven days a
week from early morning to late
at night, getting any other kind
of dessert is more challenging.

There is a bakery I walk by
every day. Everything is fresh
and in bins. Customers pick up a
metal tray and tongs and select
what they want, then bring it up
to the counter. The tray is re-
turned to the pile. The tongs are
hung neatly with the other tongs.
It is a great system, except that
the tray holds a lot of baked
goods—probably more than I
should eat on any given day.

But a problem has occurred.
I meet with a wonderful group

of writers on a rooftop, and they
have been kind enough to agree
to read the first half of my new
book. The first half (slightly more
than half, actually) is 149 pages,
so this is a generous thing for
them to do. I want to bring treats,
naturally. I thought apple em-
panadas would be best, as they
are my favorite. But the meeting
is at 2 in the afternoon, and the
empanadas only appear at 2,
promptly at 2, and never one
minute before.

“I don’t suppose I could pick
any up at 1?” I asked the nice girl
at the counter.

She shook her head sadly. No.
They were only available at 2.

“What do you have that I could
buy at 1?” I inquired.

She pointed to the bread.
Somehow, showing up at the
meeting with a bag of dinner rolls
was not what I was imagining.

“What about donuts?” I asked.
The girl’s eyes widened as if I was
really asking far too many ques-
tions, and she referred me to a
baker standing in the back.

I explained to the baker (to the
best of my ability) that I had a
meeting at 2 and I would love to
bring “sweets” to the meeting.
The meeting, I added, was with
Americans. (There will also be
several Canadians, but I decided
not to complicate things.) I could
tell he sensed the problem. This
man looked as if he’d been bak-
ing things long enough to have
heard of the eccentricities of
Americans.

“So, no empanadas before 2?”
I wanted to confirm.

No, he shook his head sadly.
That could not be done.

“Cookies?“
They come out later yet.
“Donuts?” He seemed to find

this amusing. Donuts are never
available before 5.

“Maybe you could buy empan-
adas the day before?” he suggest-
ed.

“Would they still be hard?” I
asked (because I couldn’t remem-
ber how to say “soft“)

“They would be soft by the
next day,” he admitted. I was sty-
mied.

I asked Pepe at my hotel,
“Why do you eat donuts at night?”

“Oh! They are good with hot
chocolate or coffee after dinner.
When do you eat them?”

“Usually in the morning,” I
told him, feeling a little foolish as
I admitted it.

“In the morning?”
“Yes.”
I could tell Pepe was filing this

away as yet another inexplicable
thing he had learned about grin-
gos while working at the hotel.

The meeting is next week, and
I still do not have a good solution.
I will probably take the baker’s
advice and buy empanadas a day
early. They will be a little “suave,”
as he said, but they will still be
delicious. And, as long as I’m buy-
ing things a day ahead, I may
throw in some donuts.

We’ll sit there on the roof, a
bunch of happy idiots, eating do-
nuts in the middle of the day.

Till next time,
Carrie

OPINION
Harris County Judge

Lina Hidalgo

✯

Doc was just getting up to leave the philosophy
counter as Herb walked in. Herb was grinning and
flexing muscles and had the look of eagles in his
eyes. We stared.

  “Herb,” said Doc. “You know, you can overdo a
good thing.”

  “Why Doc … whatever do you mean?”

  “I realize that getting more exercise is your
resolution for the new year, but a man your age …
you need to pace yourself a little, that’s all. Don’t
try to get in shape all at once.”

  “Why Doc, I’ve never felt better in my life. Hey,
you were so right to get me on this exercise kick.
I’ve been meaning to thank you. It’s just what I’ve
been needing. What would you think about my
playing some football in the spring? I mean, it’s just
touch football, but I miss the ol’ razz-matazz, you
know?”

  Doc shook his head sadly and walked out. Herb
started laughing and sat down with us and flipped
his cup over for his morning eye opener.

  “What was that all about, Herb?” Dud asked.

  “A little joke I’m playing on Doc, that’s all,”
Herb said. “You remember how Doc has been on my
case to get more exercise and slim down some?
Well, there was only one way to shut him up, so I
started running. I bought a sweat suit and started
running. I run past his house each morning. Then,
about an hour later, I run past his house the other
direction, huffing and puffing and looking at my
watch.”

  “An hour? You run for an hour each morning?”

  “Of course not,” Herb said, laughing. “I run past
Doc’s house then walk the block to the library. An
hour later, I run past Doc’s house and then walk
two blocks home.”

   We stared at him.

  “What?” he said. “You know Doc’s going to worry
about me one way or the other. I just thought I’d
change it up a bit.”

———-

Brought to you by Saddle Up: A Cowboy Guide to
Writing by Slim Randles. Now available as a Kindle
book on Amazon.com.

Morning exercise. The easy way
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Jack Noonan B.B.A., T.R.E.B., E.A.

CRI FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPANY
A DIVISION OF CORPORATE RECOVERY, INC.

TAX PREPARATION & CONSULTATION
All  Federal, State, Foreign & Individual, Partnerships,
Trusts, Estates, Corporations (C,Sub S & Limited Liability)

& Payroll Tax Returns,Intuit Pro-Advisors,
Service All Businesses & Individual Taxes

Specialists in getting late filers into I.R.S. Compliance
Business Solutions for New Tax Rules, Regulations and Tax Audits
Debt Consultation and Bankruptcy Protection as a Solution to your Debts

Other Services Rendered
Bookkeeping, Computer Systems, Financial Management,

Investments, Payroll, Property Rendition,
Real Estate & Business Brokerage

Normal Business Hours
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to Noon – 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Saturday By Appointment
ASK FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR INCOME TAX ORGANIZER

JACK NOONAN, B.B.A., TREB, E.A. & STAFF
IRS Enrolled License # 2022 – 65282

6400 FM 2100 North Main, P.O. Box 1428, Crosby, TX 77532-1428
Telephone (281) 328-1755 Fax (281) 328-5280

E-mail: info@crosbytaxes.com

Maximum Tax Savings

E N T E R T A I N M E N T
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CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED

A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Star ✯ Courier
Your Hometown Newspaper
News tips and Ad Inquiries:

713-266-3444

SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

FOR RENT FOR RENT FOR RENT

HOUSE FOR LEASE IN CROSBY

Crosby/Newport TX 4/2.5/2 fresh
remodel.  $1850 rent/deposit.

NO PETS. Section 8 welcome.
Randal 832-620-8587

08-2T

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER MARKETING/SALES
PERSON

Position available for AD SALES representative.
Experience helpful but not necessary. Possible to
work from home. Suitable for Part Time, or Full
Time. Commission plus. Send letter of interest to
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com or call 713-252-8000.

HELP WANTED

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

BOOKKEEPER POSITION
The bookkeeper reports to our Senior Accountant and assists
with the usual bookkeeping functions, including data entry,
filing, report prep, and other tasks. Negotiable salary starts
at $45K with a great package of benefits. We’re looking for
someone with a certificate or 2-year degree in bookkeeping
or equivalent experience in a similar position plus knowledge
of QuickBooks and Microsoft Office. Send Resume to
shill@haweshill.com.

07-2t

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that Original Letters
Testamentary for Docket No. 521196;
Estate of JAMES EDWARD SEAY,
Deceased; In Probate Court No. 2 of Harris
County, Texas, were issued on
FEBRUARY 13, 2024 to:

JULIE ANN HAVARD

The residence address of the
administrator is in Harris County, Texas.
The mailing address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 E. Wallisville Road

Highlands, TX 77562

All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present them
within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.
Dated this FEBRUARY 15, 2024

by   WESTON COTTEN
    Attorney for the Estate

LEGAL

NOTICES

APPEAR IN

THE

HIGHLANDS

STAR CROSBY

COURIER,

AND THE

NORTH

CHANNEL

STAR.

CALL 713-

266-3444

ticipate, and they’ll
come from rural locations
throughout the Southeast
Texas region while making
overnight stops and trav-
eling more than 100 miles
in some cases – with Goli-
ad, the site of an 1836 bat-
tle between the Republic of
Texas and Mexico, being

Trail Riders RodeoHouston,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the most far-flung starting
point.

This year’s rodeo is
scheduled for Feb. 27-
March 17 at NRG Park.
The trail riders will gath-
er Feb. 23 at Memorial
Park, where an awards
ceremony will be held at 5

p.m.
The trail ride tradition

dates to 1952, when four
men traveled from Bren-
ham on horseback to pro-
mote the Houston Rodeo,
which first was held in
1931.

--HPM

ByJonathan Bruce KTRK
February 24, 2023

ABC13 caught up with
trail boss Anthony Bruno
live from the trail to talk
about the journey and the
significance of the histor-
ically Black trail ride.

HOUSTON, Texas —
Fifty-five riders, 19 wag-
ons, and 111 miles over
six days make up the only
historically Black trail
ride of the Houston Live-
stock Show & Rodeo.

ABC13 caught up with
Northeastern Trail Ride
trail boss Anthony Bruno
live on the trail as the car-
avan made its way to Me-
morial Park in Houston
on Friday to commemo-
rate the rodeo as part of
the 71-year history of the
famous trail rides.

“For us to be able to do
this every year, it’s an
honor and a privilege. We
l i v e  a  m i l l i o n a i r e ’ s
dream,” Bruno said from
inside a Northeastern
wagon as the ride set out
on its final stretch of a six-
day journey.

Ten trail rides got un-
derway on Sunday to par-
ticipate in the event’s
signature annual tradi-
tion.

Trail Boss: Anthony Bruno
Bruno is making the

journey with a bittersweet
heart following the death
of his father last year.
Bruno’s father, Joseph,
co-founded the historical-
ly Black Northeastern
Trail Ride in 1982 and
served as its inaugural
trail boss for about 30
years before passing the
reins to Anthony.

“This trail ride was
founded to introduce peo-
ple to Black cowboys and
Black cowboy history be-
cause it hasn’t been fairly
documented,” Bruno said.
“We are keeping our cul-
ture and heritage alive.”

Anthony Bruno
Trail Boss Northeastern Trail Ride

Trail Boxx Anthony Bruno in the saddle.

Highlands Chamber Banquet,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION OF THE YEAR: HIGHLANDS ROTARY CLUB

FIREFIGHTER OF THE YEAR: CHIEF HARVEY LITTLE,
RETIRED

CONSTABLE OF THE YEAR: SGT. AMANDA WATSON

TERRY DAVIS AWARD: RANDY CASEY SPEAKER: NELSON ASPITIA
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were directors from the fair and rodeo.
They served food, paraded the models in-
dividually, and then brought them back one
by one to auction off their bra.

Holmelin understands the sting of a can-
cer diagnosis after her husband Victor died
with male breast cancer. He survived for
17 years with a healthy life after his diag-
nosis.

Much of the money raised at the fund-
raiser goes to Pink Heals, or the Breast
Care Center Fund, or for lung cancer
screenings at Houston Methodist Baytown
Hospital.

“Those help individuals who need assis-
tance, particularly with co-pays or other fi-
nancial needs to get the help that they
need,” Holmelin said.

Money is also donated to the Candle-
lighters Childhood Cancer Family Alliance.

“Much of that money is used to assist
families who have to pay out of pocket thou-
sands of dollars on parking, meals, and gro-
ceries while their child is undergoing
treatment,” she said.

According to King, the latest numbers
show 67 children in Crosby and surround-
ing areas diagnosed with cancer.

“We also help pay for children to go to
Camp Cliff along with their families while
they’re going through treatment,” she said.

Last year, BFAC Crosby also adopted
six families for Christmas.

The first year they began Bras For A
Cause they raised $30,000. Now, the bid-
ding for some of the bras start around
$2,000 and bring in considerably more.
Santa Claus made an appearance and auc-
tioned off his bra for more than $13,000.

“They’ve gotten more creative and fun-
nier with the bras, and it has helped raise
the amount of funds,” King said.

The first year, one of the models, the
president of the rodeo Russell Rogers, only
wore red solo cups so they’ve come a long
way since the early days.

Models walk the catwalk encouraging
bill stuffing and all money raised on the
floor during their walk is donated to the
organization.

Then they come back out individually
while their bra is being auctioned off and
that’s when the big money begins to flow.

“Before tonight, we had donated more
than $1.5 million to our charities,” King
said.

They’ve been recognized by the Meth-
odist system with a brick on their donor
wall that has listed those who have given
more than a million dollars.

The organization goes through the Cros-
by Fair and Rodeo to utilize their non-profit
status to be able to give tax deductions to
big donors.

“Bras for a Cause” raises over $140,000 to Fight Cancer,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

 A third check was presented to the Candlelighter’s organization for their assistance with thousands of dollars of out-of-pocket expenses for parking, meals, and groceries
while their child is undergoing treatment for cancer.

Bras For The Cause board members presented a check to Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital for their work with Pink
Heals, the Breast Care Center Fund, and for their help with lung cancer screenings.

A second check was presented to Kelly Price of Joseph’s Warriors organization. They give goody
bags at Christmas and blankets at Texas Children’s Hospital and MD Anderson for children going
through cancer treatments.

Mike Stamper from Sterling-White Funeral Home dressed as Boot
Skootin Boogie at the event to help raise breast cancer
awareness and money for the fight.

“We owe a lot to the mod-
els and their bra-makers for
their hard work. They are
our real heroes,” Holmelin
said.

Models this year includ-
ed David Mendez, Adam
Notgrass, Kevin Pipes, An-
drew Tarpinion, Jason
McWhorter, Mike Stamper,
Robby Scott, Chris Nolden,
Chris Baird, Mikey Jarrell,
Jakie Sims, Dr. Nirav Naik,
Clayton Johnson, Steve
Eudy, Matt Crumpler, JR
Humphries, Matthew Whit-
worth, Quentin Klaus, Jer-
emy Strang, and James
Blaha.
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