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AI Revolutionizes Business
Landscape Luncheon, Page 2

Mississippi’s Phonics Reform
Boosts Reading, Page 4

Fox Friday Football fever reporter with
the Goose Creek Memorial HS Patriot

Football team, See on Page 2.

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

Two east Harris Coun-
ty school districts have
initiated termination pro-
ceedings against teachers
following controversial
remarks related to the re-
cent death of political ac-
tivist Charlie Kirk.On
September  11,  2025,
Goose Creek CISD began
investigating Lee High
School English teacher
Jennifer Courtemanche
after reports surfaced of
inappropriate comments
made on social media
about the tragedy. The

Goose Creek, Crosby Districts Move to Dismiss Teachers
district received hundreds
of communications, some
threatening, demanding
the teacher’s immediate
dismissal. The teacher
w a s  s u s p e n d e d  t h a t
morning and has not re-
turned to work. After a
swift investigation, the
administration deter-
mined the teacher’s con-
duct violated district
standards and constituted
good cause for termina-
tion.

In a rare vote by the
school board, only board
members Mercedes Rent-
eria and Richard Clem
supported the termina-

tion, while the others ab-
stained. Board member
Jessie Martinez was ab-
sent from the meeting.
According to TEA, the two
affirmative votes were
enough to support the
motion to dismiss Courte-
manche.

Superintendent Dr.
Randal O’Brien informed
parents that the district
remains committed to an
inclusive and hate-free
environment.

Another teacher ac-
cused of insensitive re-
m a r k s  w a s  n o t
recommended for termi-
nation, as their com-

ments, according to the
district, did not meet the
threshold for dismissal.

Courtemanche, facing
termination, has retained
legal counsel and does not
intend to resign voluntar-
ily. Under Texas law, the
teacher is entitled to a
hearing before an inde-
pendent examiner, ensur-
ing due process before any
final decision is made.

At a special  called
meeting of the Crosby ISD
Board of Trustees, they
voted to propose the ter-
mination of Jacqueline
Brookreson, a probation-
ary English Language

Arts teacher at Crosby
High School.

State Representative
Briscoe Cain publicly
called for the dismissal of
both teachers following
comments they made on-
line about Charlie Kirk.

“The parents and tax-
payers in Crosby deserve
to have schools with real
teachers, not woke indoc-
trinators,” he said in a
post on his Facebook ac-
count.

The district did not dis-
close specific details, but
it confirmed that the mat-
ter is unrelated to social
media. Brookreson will

remain on administrative
leave during the legally
required termination pro-
cess.

Both districts empha-
sized their commitment to
professional integrity and
compliance with Texas
Education Code, which
mandates a strict process
for teacher dismissals, in-
cluding the right to a
hearing before any con-
tract is terminated.

These cases highlight
the heightened scrutiny
educators face regarding
public statements and the
importance of due process
in employment decisions.

Huffman Hargrave High School crowned Zachary Casas and Mari’ Toliver as
2025 Homecoming King and Queen at halftime last Friday night. Other
nominees included Sawyer Callens, Carly Cunningham, Kendall Pagett, Cesar
Garcia, Kian Futerfas, and Luke Werner. Class of 2027 Prince and Princess
was Rickey McGrew and Aubri York. Class of 2028 Duke and Duchess was
Nathan Figueroa and Avery Ellzey. Class of 2029 Lord and Lady was Corbett
Wade and Jacey Walker.

Huffman Hargrave and Crosby High School
Announce 2025 Homecoming Royalty

Crosby High School Senior Homecoming King and Queen for 2025 is Hector Gonzalez
and Saniya Carrington, both members of the Class of 2026. They are pictured with
Superintendent Dr. Paula Patterson and Crosby High School principal Brad Hadnot.Crosby 2025 Homecoming

Congratulations to the Huffman 2025 Homecoming Queen & King

GOOSE CREEK SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE

Investing in Our Community’s Future

Goose Creek CISD Superintendent
Randal O’Brien

The school year is off to
a fantastic start, and as I
catch my breath, I have
taken a moment to reflect
on my professional jour-
ney,  specif ical ly with
Goose Creek CISD being
the proud capstone of my
career.

My earliest recollection
of driving down Garth
Road during my first visit
to Baytown is still vivid in
my mind. I remember a
cluster of longhorn cattle
grazing in an open pasture
near Archer Road, set
against the backdrop of
commercial and industrial
growth that is so much a
part of this community.
That first impression re-
flected Baytown’s unique
character, a place where
tradition and progress co-
exist.

As I learned more about
the city, I came to under-
stand how deeply Baytown
values its families. The
city’s investment in parks

and recreation, its historic
l a n d m a r k s ,  a n d  t h e
warmth of its people all
drew me to serve as super-
intendent of schools here.

From the landmark
Fred Hartman Bridge to
our more than 1,000 acres
of parkland forming 50
unique  ne ighborhood
green spaces, Baytown
stands as a testament to
forward-thinking leader-
ship and a commitment to

our quality of life. Blessed
with a higher education in-
stitution on our doorstep,
Lee College further enrich-
es the opportunities avail-
able to our students and
families.

The upcoming city bond
election represents a com-
prehensive investment in
Baytown’s future, address-
ing not only our infrastruc-
ture and quality of life but
also the future of our work-
force, local business envi-
ronment, and educational
opportunities. These pro-
posals focus on improving
major roadways, enhanc-
ing neighborhood streets,
upgrading drainage sys-
tems, modernizing public
safety facilities, and ex-
panding parks, sports com-
plexes, and educational
nature facilities that sup-
port family recreation,
tourism, as well as student
learning.

Continued. See Goose Creek
Superintendent, Page 2

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

The race for Texas’s newly redrawn 9th
Congressional District has become even
more competitive as Dan Mims, a lifelong
Texan, businessman, and community
leader, officially launches his campaign.
Mims joins the contest alongside State
Representative Briscoe Cain and Alexan-
dra del Moral Mealer, expanding the Re-
publican field for this key congressional
seat.

“Washington, D.C. has become a three-
headed monster of regulations, taxes, and
lawyers that strangles small businesses
and workers. I know firsthand that our
entrepreneurs, educators, and workers—
not bureaucrats—hold the key to Texas’s
future. That’s why I’m running: to help
President Trump complete his ‘America
First’ agenda, bring some conservative
commonsense to Washington, fight for
jobs and opportunity, and put Texas val-
ues first,” Mims said in his campaign an-
nouncement.

Alexandra del Moral Mealer, a current
METRO board member and previous
Harris County judge candidate, is also in

Dan Mims Enters Race for Texas’s
9th Congressional District

the race, though she does not reside with-
in the district and refers to herself as a
“dark horse.” State Rep. Briscoe Cain,
who has represented much of the area in
District 128, hails from Deer Park. Mims,
meanwhile, is a Channelview native,
graduate of Channelview High School,
and has served as chairman, officer, and
trustee of the San Jacinto College District
board.

Dan Mims, getting in the race for Texas’s 9th

Congressional District.

Continued. See Dan Mims joins growing field for, Page 2

Goose Creek Memorial HS
Football Team Shines
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By combining local
funding with grants and
partnerships from other
agencies, these proposi-
tions aim to deliver long-
needed infrastructure and
quality-of-life improve-
ments at a reduced cost to
taxpayers. Collectively,
they represent a signifi-
cant step toward strength-
e n i n g  B a y t o w n ’ s
transportation network,
community amenities, and
economic vitality for years
to come.

As superintendent, I see
every day how these part-
nerships matter. When our
city and local  col lege
thrive, our schools, stu-
dents, and families thrive
as well. I encourage our

Superintendent Reflects
on growth, and Baytown’s
bright future,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

community to stay in-
formed about the bond
election and to participate
in shaping Baytown’s fu-
ture. Together, we can en-
sure that the welcoming,
family-oriented spirit that
drew me here to Goose
Creek continues to grow
and benefit generations to
come.

Reflecting our shared
commitment to civic en-
gagement, Goose Creek
CISD will hold a profes-
sional development day on
Election Day, Tuesday,
November 4. This calendar
day will incorporate flex
time for all staff members
to be able to cast their
votes in the upcoming elec-
tion. As a school district,

we have adopted a resolu-
tion aimed at cultivating a
culture of active participa-
tion among our staff and
community. We would like
to thank you for taking the
time to engage in profes-
sional learning while also
exercising your right to
vote.

Over the past decade of
growth, I have seen so
many wonderful things
happening within our com-
munity, not to deny that
we have certainly over-
come some obstacles as
well. Maybe it’s just my
positive outlook on life, but
I truly believe great things
are ahead for our commu-
nity!

After graduating from
Texas A&M, Mims re-
turned home to help grow
his family ’s business,
Mims Meat Company,
transforming it into a lead-
ing foodservice distributor
serving over 1,200 clients
across southeast Texas.
Under his leadership, the
company reached $50 mil-
lion in annual sales and
created hundreds of local
jobs. He also managed
Mims Investment Inc., fo-
cusing on property and
cold storage logistics.

Mims has long been
dedicated to education,
spending decades support-
ing San Jacinto College.
He played a pivotal role in
passing a $425 million
bond referendum that
modernized campus facili-
ties and expanded opportu-
nities for students to
become job ready. His lead-
ership helped earn San Ja-
cinto College national
recognition as a Rising
Star by the Aspen Insti-
tute, distinguishing it as
one of the country’s top
community colleges.

“I’ve been creating jobs
and getting people job
ready for 40 years. I can
tell you the best way to do
that is to get Washington
out of the way. I’ll fight for
less regulation, a secure
border and letting taxpay-

Dan Mims joins
growing field for
9th District race,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ers and businesses keep
more of our hard-earned
money,” Mims added.

Community service has
also been a cornerstone of
Mims’s career. As past
president of the North
Shore Rotary Club, he con-
tributed to local scholar-
ships. He has served on the
Houston Livestock Show &
Rodeo as vice chair and
committee member, sup-
porting youth, agriculture,
and Texas traditions.
Mims has also held leader-
ship roles in the Greater
Houston Restaurant Asso-
ciation, UniPro Foodser-
v i c e ,  t h e  T e x a s
Community and Technical
College Leadership Coun-
cil, the Association of Com-
munity College Trustees,
and the Community Col-
lege Association of Texas
Trustees.

A native of Channel-
view, Mims says his Texas
upbringing taught him the
values of faith, hard work,
and perseverance that con-
tinue to shape his ap-
proach. He and his wife
Mary have raised their
family in southeast Texas,
where he remains active as
a husband, father, grand-
father, and community
leader.

L e a r n  m o r e  a t
www.danmimsfortexas.com.

Story by: Nancy Bonds,
GCCISD Director of
Communications

Goose Creek Memorial
High School was recently
in the spotlight as Fox Fri-
day Football Fever broad-
cast live from the GCM
campus, showcasing the
school’s incredible spirit
and pride. The pep rally-
style celebration featured
the GCM Patriot Band,
Cheerleaders, and Daz-
zlers dance team, with the
football coaching staff, fac-
ulty, and staff members
joining in to cheer on the
Patriots.

The live segment cap-
tured the energy of the
GCM community, while
follow-up interviews with
Head Coach Jay’Mond
Cleveland and senior ath-
letes  highl ighted the
team’s growth and goals
for the remainder of the
season. The Patriots are
currently off to a strong 3-
1 start this year.

Coach Cleveland reflect-
ed on the program’s trans-
formation:

“We have made such a
remarkable change in such
a short amount of time,
and I credit it all to the

Goose Creek Memorial HS Patriots Spotlighted
on Fox Friday Football Fever Broadcast

 Fox Friday Football Fever reporter gets cheers from the GCM Dazzlers. (Photos by: Brittney Culpepper)

coaching staff and the kids.
They bought in from day
one. We have a brand of
playing with a great atti-
tude, relentless effort, and
toughness that can never be
questioned,” Cleveland
said.

He added, “I am proud
of my kids, and I love my
kids. I am really happy to
be here and grateful for the
opportunity to lead them.”

Beyond the field, the
Patriots have demonstrat-
ed excellence in the class-
room and across campus.
The team has excelled not
only on the field but also

in the classroom, where
players have shown ac-
countability and leader-
ship.

Senior wide receiver
Joshua Babin described
the moment as a turning
point:

“It’s a momentous occa-
sion. With a new coach and
a big turnaround, this
shows how far we’ve come,”
Babin said. “We know we
are in the toughest district
in Texas, but we also know
that we can compete with
those teams.”

Senior offensive line-
man Luis Amaya echoed

the pride in being featured:
“I t  real ly  just  fee ls

earned. We started all this
in January with a whole
new coaching staff. We’ve
already changed history at
GCM football,” Amaya
said. “Our goal is to keep
getting better one game at
a time, one play at a time,
focusing on the small de-
tails.”

The pep rally broadcast
brought together students,
athletes, teachers, and
staff to celebrate the Patri-
ots’ success and highlight
the growth of the GCM
football program. The
event showcased not only
athletic achievement, but
also the unity and school
pride that define the Patri-
ot community.

With district play un-
derway, the Patriots are
determined to build on
their strong 3-1 start. Fo-
cused on one game at a
time, the team hopes to
continue its momentum
and make this a season to
remember for the Goose
Creek Memorial communi-
ty. The video from the
broadcast can be found
here:

.fox26houston.com/vid-
eo/1718350

Pictured, from left, Senior Offensive Lineman, Luis Amaya, Head Football
Coach, Jay’Mond Cleveland, and Senior Wide Receiver, Joshua Babin. (Photos
by: Brittney Culpepper)

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

The Crosby Huffman
Chamber of Commerce
welcomed two dynamic
guests at its recent lun-
cheon, offering members a
firsthand look at how arti-
ficial intelligence is trans-
forming the  business
landscape. Brad, founder
of Midas Web, and Mo-
nique Carlisle, a seasoned
educator and operational
lead, captivated the audi-
ence with their insights on
leveraging AI for growth,
efficiency, and innovation.

Brad,  whose career
spans global maritime and
oil and gas data visualiza-
tion to coaching solopre-
neurs, shared his journey
of founding Midas Web in
2000 and reinvigorating
the company with AI in
2023. His passion for em-
powering small businesses
with cutting-edge technol-
ogy set the tone for a pre-
sentat i on  f o cused  on
practical applications of
AI.

Monique Carlisle, with
over 20 years in education,
brought a unique perspec-
tive on operational excel-
lence. She emphasized her
commitment to helping
nonprofits and businesses
streamline their processes
using AI, enabling owners
to focus on client-facing
work rather than tedious
administrative tasks.

The presenters chal-
lenged attendees to think
beyond the basics of AI,
such as social media posts
and email automation.

Brad asked, “How many
of you are using AI for data
analytics, product strate-
gy, or business strategiz-
ing?” A few hands went up,

AI Experts Inspire Local Businesses
at Chamber Luncheon

highlighting the untapped
potential in the room.

Monique explained that
AI can be integrated into
every aspect of business,
from product development
and market research to
data analysis and pricing
strategy. She shared sto-
ries of business owners
who used AI tools like
ChatGPT and Perplexity
to conduct competitor
analysis and market re-
search in minutes—tasks
that previously took days.

A highlight of the pre-
sentation was a practical
guide to “prompt engineer-
ing”—the art of asking AI
the right questions. Brad
and Monique outlined four
essential elements for ef-
fective prompts: defining
the task, specifying the
role (such as “seasoned
blog writer” or “market
analyst”), providing con-
text, and setting clear ex-
p e c t a t i o n s .  T h e y
encouraged business own-
ers to create dossiers on
their companies to give AI
the background needed for
tailored solutions.

The discussion moved to
automation, with Monique
illustrating how AI-pow-
ered systems can handle
everything from invoice
tracking to smart segment-
ing of marketing cam-
paigns. She described the
benefits of all-in-one plat-
forms that integrate web-
sites, sales processes,
contracts, and marketing,
all supported by AI.

Brad introduced the
concept of “agentic AI,”
which allows businesses to
program AI agents to act
as virtual team members,

handling research, posting
content, monitoring inven-
tory, and more—autono-
mously and around the
clock. He explained that
for as little as $20 a month,
businesses can deploy un-
limited AI agents, each
working as the equivalent
of dozens of full-time em-
ployees.

The presenters invited
attendees to upcoming
workshops ,  inc luding
hands-on classes where
partic ipants  bui ld  AI
agents for their own busi-
nesses. They emphasized
the value of interactive
learning, offering free tri-
als of their automation
platform and ongoing sup-
port through daily Zoom
calls.

Monique and Brad also
addressed questions about
integration, explaining
that most business soft-
ware can be connected us-
ing middleware tools like
Zapier or N8N, provided
they support open APIs.
They assured the audience
that their services are con-
tract-free and tailored to
each client’s needs, with
frequent learner programs
and custom team training
available.

The luncheon concluded
with a call to action: em-
brace AI and automation
to stay competitive, save
time, and focus on what
matters most—serving
customers and growing the
business.

“If you’re not growing
your business with these
tools and your competitors
are, who do you think has
the advantage?” Brad
asked.

Brad explains the advantages of using artificial intelligence to assist with
numerous processes involved with most businesses, giving them a
competitive advantage.

 “The selection of our next superintendent is one of the most important responsibili-
ties we have as a Board,” said Jim Campisi, President of the Goose Creek CISD Board
of Trustees. “To make the best decision, we need to hear directly from the families,
staff, and community members we serve.”

To ensure every voice is included in this process, the Board of Trustees invites the
broader community to participate in an online survey open from October 2–9, 2025.
The survey provides families, staff, and community members the opportunity to share
their perspectives on the qualities, priorities, and expectations for the district’s next
leader.

The Board engaged Thompson & Horton LLP, a search firm specializing in super-
intendent searches, to help guide this process. In addition to the survey, the firm has
facilitated focus groups with staff, students, parents, and community leaders select-
ed by the board. All input collected will be carefully reviewed and considered as part
of the superintendent selection process.

The survey is anonymous and can be accessed through the district’s website at
www.gccisd.net on the Superintendent Search page.

“We are committed to selecting the very best superintendent to lead Goose Creek
CISD into the future,” added Campisi. “This is a critical moment for our district, and
your input will help shape the vision for years to come.”

For more information about the superintendent search process, please visit the
Goose Creek CISD website.

GCCISD Board of Trustees
Opens Community Survey for
Superintendent Search
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ON THE
HILL

Baytown
Habitat
Uncorked
Formerly known as Opening

Doors
November 6 | 6pm - 9pm
Yepez Vineyard
12739  FM 2354
Baytown, Texas 77523

This special  evening is  al l
about the heart of Habitat, the
“whys” that inspire us, the fam-
ilies who move us, and the hope
we build. You will have opportu-
nities to take part in our raffle
and silent auction to raise criti-
cal funds to help local families
build safe and affordable homes.

$50  per  person  Inc ludes:
Dinner Dessert | Drink Ticket

RAFFLE & SILENT AUCTION

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

Late Monday morn-
ing, an explosion oc-
curred at the ONEOK
M B C  M a i n t e n a n c e
plant in Mont Belvieu,
Texas, resulting in three
workers sustaining mi-
nor injuries. Emergency
crews, including the fire
department and police,
quickly responded to the
incident and have since
returned to regular
duty.

“We are aware of a
fire at our Mont Belvieu,
Texas, facility,” said Ali-
cia Buffer, senior man-
a g e r ,  e x t e r n a l
communications with
ONEOK.

The blast, which hap-
pened around 11 a.m. at
the facility located on
SH 146 near SH 99 in

Explosion at ONEOK facility in
Mont Belvieu Injures Three

Chambers County, sent
three employees to the
hospital with non-life-
threatening injuries. All
other personnel at the
plant have been ac-
counted for, according to
city officials.

Firefighters managed
to bring the fire under
control, though aerial

footage from Air 11
(KHOU TV) revealed
significant damage to
the site.

“We appreciate the
quick response of local
emergency responders.
The fire was quickly ex-
tinguished. All person-
nel are accounted for,
and the facility is now

stabilized,” Buffer said.
The sound of the ex-

plosion was reportedly
heard throughout Mont
Belvieu, but authorities
have confirmed there is
no immediate threat to
the public and all near-
by roads remain open.

David Bloom, spokes-
person for Barbers Hill

ISD, reported no inter-
ruptions to the school
day or shelter-in-place
orders.

“We will conduct a
thorough investigation
into the cause and re-
sume operations when it
is safe to do so,” she add-
ed.

Buffer also said they
would be notifying reg-
ulatory agencies, and
air monitoring has been
established as a safety
precaution.

ONEOK, headquar-
tered in Tulsa, operates
several facilities in Tex-
as and maintains a vast
network of pipelines
transporting natural
gas, natural gas liquids,
refined products, and
crude oil to meet energy
demands both domesti-
cally and international-
ly.

ANAHUAC - The sec-
ond week of testimony in
Sarah Hartsfield’s insulin
murder trial began Mon-
day in Chambers County,
with prosecutors continu-
ing to present evidence al-
leging that Hartsfield
intentionally caused her
husband Joseph Harts-
field’s death by insulin
overdose in January 2023.

Jurors viewed body
camera footage from inside
the couple’s Beach City
home, showing Harts-
field’s calm demeanor as
deputies investigated Jo-
seph’s medical emergency.
Investigators admitted key
evidence — insulin pens
and a glass of juice Sarah
claimed she gave Joseph —
was never collected. Pros-
ecutors allege Sarah de-
layed calling 911 for hours
while Joseph’s blood sugar
plummeted.

New testimony detailed
Sarah’s alleged “pattern”
of suspicious behavior, in-

Testimony Reveals Chilling Details in
Sarah Hartsfield Insulin Murder Case

Sarah Hartsfield the now 48 year-old has been married
five times. (photo from SarahHartsfiel/Facebook)

cluding multiple house
fires tied to past partners,
an alleged murder-for-hire
plot, and the 2018 shooting
of ex-boyfriend David
Bragg in Minnesota —
once ruled self-defense but
now reopened. Witness
Doris Swart, Bragg’s moth-
er, recounted Sarah’s chill-
ing words at the funeral:
“Why did you make me do
that?”

Prosecutors also intro-
duced text messages Sarah
sent to a realtor days be-
fore Joseph’s death, dis-
cussing selling their home
and planning her “exit
strategy.” They argue
these messages, along with
mounting debt complaints,
point to motive.

Several of Hartsfield’s
children testified, many
visibly avoiding eye con-
tact with their mother.

Ashley Donohue, 24,
said Sarah’s marriage to
Joseph was tense and fast-
moving, with constant fi-

nancial conflict. She de-
scribed Sarah’s anger dur-
ing Christmas 2022 and
recalled Sarah’s texts and
voicemails from the day
Joseph was hospitalized,
where Sarah shared up-
dates and told Ashley to

avoid speaking with inves-
tigators. Ashley also read
a letter from jail in which
Sarah instructed her to
create a GoFundMe for le-
gal expenses.

Hannah Donohue, 21,
testified about Sarah’s al-

leged role in the murder-
for-hire plot targeting her
stepmother, saying Sarah
told then-husband David
George he couldn’t come
home unless he “took care
of it.” She also described
witnessing Bragg’s shoot-
ing, recalling Sarah hand-
ing her two guns and later
instructing her to lie to po-
lice. Hannah said she still
fears her mother.

Emma Donohue, 19,
corroborated the alleged
plot, recalling Sarah’s
threats toward George and
fear within the household.

Ryan Donohue, Sarah’s
son, testified he barely
knew Joseph and only un-
derstood their relationship
through Sarah, who de-
scribed frequent argu-
ments and financial issues.

Ex-husband Christo-
pher Donohue described
their 17-year marriage as
controlling and testified
about Sarah’s alleged ar-
son confession, ties to

Bragg’s shooting, and
knowledge of the murder
plot against his current
wife.

Additional witnesses
painted Sarah as manipu-
lative and deceitful. Friend
Ivan Boots testified Sarah
repeatedly misled him
about Joseph’s condition,
pushed a “stroke” narra-
tive, and suspiciously
asked if insulin levels
could be detected. Family
members including Nancy
Casteneda and Sandra
Short testified Joseph
planned to leave Sarah
and that she gave inconsis-
tent stories about his final
night.

The court also heard
from jail officials, who con-
firmed Sarah made thou-
sands of recorded calls and
sent texts to media outlets.

The trial continues this
week, with prosecutors ex-
pected to rest midweek af-
t e r  c a l l i n g  t h e  l e a d
detective.

MONT BELVIEU - The
Mont Belvieu City Council
recognized the city’s Com-
munications and Market-
ing Department during
their meeting on Monday,
September 22 for winning
a national award. During
the City-County Commu-
nications and Marketing
Association (3CMA) annu-
al conference held in Las
Vegas, Nevada on Septem-
ber 3-5, 2025, the depart-
ment won a Savvy Award
(1st Place) for the Love
MBTX campaign in the
“Communications and/or
Marketing Plans – popula-
tion up to 50,000” catego-
ry. This campaign, which
had already been recog-
nized with a TAMI Award
earlier this summer by the
Texas Association of Mu-
nicipal Information Offic-
ers (TAMIO), focuses on

Communications Department Wins National Award
celebrating what makes
M o n t  B e l v i e u  g r e a t
through a combination of
in-person activations, com-
munity engagement, resi-
d e n t  a n d  e m p l o y e e
profiles, and social media
content. One 3CMA judge
stated, “This is a well-
thought-out blueprint of
how to combat negativity
and instill community
pride in a fast-growing
community! These commu-
nicators have shown that
creativity does not need a
giant budget to have a ma-
jor impact.” Not only did
Love MBTX win a Savvy,
but the campaign was also
nominated by the judges as
a finalist for a 3CMA Dia-
mond Award – the associ-
ation’s highest recognition
for best of show.

“ W i n n i n g  a  S a v v y
Award for the Love MBTX

campaign is such an hon-
or,” stated Communica-
t i ons  and  Market ing

Director Brian Ligon. “Our team worked
hard to create something that went well be-
yond a simple hashtag on social media; we

wanted it to mean something to our
residents. We are glad that it resonat-
ed not only here at home but was rec-
ognized by our colleagues across the
nation.”

In addition to the Savvy win, the
team also earned an Award of Honor
(3rd Place) in the “Social Media – Over-
all Strategy” category for the depart-
ment’s implementation of a vertical
video strategy, which has helped the
city reach new and different audienc-
es through Reels, Stories, and Shorts
on social media.

2025 Savvy Awards
This year’s 3CMA Savvy Awards

were very competitive. The contest
garnered 1,166 entries from 365
unique jurisdictions spanning 35
states and Canada yielding 141 unique
finalists across all categories.

To learn more about 3CMA go to
www.3cma.org and the Savvy Awards
p r o g r a m  a t  w w w . 3 c m a . o r g /
savvyawards. More information about
the Love MBTX campaign can be found
at www.montbelvieu.net/lovembtx.



Page 4 THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2025Star ✯ Courier / Press / North Channel STAR

✯      O P I N I O N    P A G E    ✯

Editor & Publisher..............................Gilbert Hoffman
Associate Publisher.....................Mei-Ing Liu Hoffman
Managing Editor......................................David Taylor
Assignment Editor....................................Julieta Paita
Website Editor............................ ......Kristan Hoffman
Production Manager.....................Gerardo Hernandez
Entered as Periodicals Class at Highlands Post Office, Highlands, TX 77562. Under the Act
of Congress of March 3, 1879. Published 50 weeks per year, on Thursday, by Grafikpress
Corp., 5832 Star Lane, Houston, TX 77057. Opinions in this paper are those of the au-
thors, and not necessarily this newspaper’s. Any erroneous statement which may appear
will be corrected when brought to the attention of the publisher. Liability for errors is
limited to the reprinting of the corrected version. Submissions are encouraged, in person,
by mail, by Fax, or by email, to grafikstar@aol.com.

GRAFIKPRESS is publisher of community newspapers, including Highlands STAR-Crosby
COURIER; Barbers Hill Dayton PRESS; Northeast NEWS; North Forest NEWS, North Chan-
nel STAR. Combined circulation of these newspapers exceeds 20,000, Readership exceeds
50,000 according to industry standards. We also print dozens of school, ethnic, and gov-
ernment publications on contract. Call for information to 713-977-2555.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: In-county, $35.00 per year. Out of county, $45.00 per Year. POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to Star-Courier, 5832 Star Lane, Houston, TX 77057

News and Ad Phones....713-266-3444
OFFICE....713-977-2555

email: grafikstar@aol.com
Member Texas Press Association

USPS 244-500

H I G H L A N D S

Barbers Hill✯Dayton PRESS

Star✯CourierStar✯Courier

NORTH CHANNEL ✯ STAR

C R O S B Y

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Opinions expressed here are not necessarily
that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR OPINION is welcome.
Send a letter for possible publication to Grafikpress
Newspapers, 5906 Star Lane, Houston TX 77057 or an email to
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com. Please limit your words to about 200.
Letters will be subject to editing. Thank you.

Mississippi is The
Education Future

A miracle defies the laws of nature. This is why “the
Mississippi Miracle,” the sobriquet for the extraordinary
gains that students in the Gulf state have made in
reading in recent years, is a misnomer.

There’s nothing miraculous about a state that adopts
phonics and that sets high standards for its kids to get
better results in reading instruction. This, to the con-
trary, is a predictable outcome, and a replicable one, as
other Southern states that have taken up similar polices
have shown.

Mississippi went from 49th in fourth-grade reading
results on the National Assessment about a decade ago to
9th in 2024. Its low-income children are ranked first in
the nation. It’s Black kids are number three in the nation
and it’s Hispanic kids number one. Overall, when
adjusted for socioeconomics and demographics, Mississip-
pi has the best fourth-grade results in the nation.

The derisive cliche was always, “Thank God for
Mississippi,” since it could be trusted to save other states
from coming in 50th in various metrics. Now, the phrase
can be used with sincerity and admiration, since the state
recognized and did something about its literacy crisis.

In 2011, about four out of five fourth graders in
Mississippi weren’t proficient in reading. In 2013, the
state passed a reform to require teachers to understand
the science of reading (basically, phonics), to deploy
literacy coaches to schools, to identify students struggling
to read early, and to hold back students in third grade
who weren’t ready to advance.

Alabama, Tennessee and Louisiana have now done
much the same, and have also made gains. The original
source of all this was a 2002 reading law in Florida that
boosted student achievement in the Sunshine State.

In a piece headlined “Illiteracy is a policy choice” at the
website The Argument, Kelsey Piper makes the case that
it would be irresponsible and wrong to ignore the lesson
of Mississippi and the Southern states.

She notes that Mississippi outperforms her native
California, even though the Golden State is richer and
spends substantially more on education per pupil. More
than half of Black fourth graders in Mississippi are at or
above basic level, while only 28% of Black fourth graders
in California are.

It may be galling for Blue States that have prided
themselves on their commitment to education and looked
down on the South to have to acknowledge that Missis-
sippi, of all places, has figured out a model for the nation,
but it is imperative all the same.

“We have been spending lots of money on schools,”
Piper writes of Blue States, “but we have not been willing
to muster the political will and effort necessary to hold
those schools accountable for results and adopt teaching
practices that actually work.”

The so-called reading wars between the whole-
language approach and phonics was won, on the merits,
by phonics long ago. Yet, ineffectual methods hung
around even though they’d been discredited. This is why
it’s so important to get teachers to embrace research-
based reading instruction.

There must also be high expectations, rigorously
enforced. This is what the Mississippi third-grade
retention policy is about. If a teacher and a parent know
that a child is going to be held back, they will do all they
can to get that child to basic proficiency. Research in
Florida shows that getting held back not only helps the
academic performance of the students who are retained,
but their younger siblings as well.

With reading scores nationally sliding the wrong way,
especially for the bottom 10% of students, Mississippi and
the other Southern states offer a beacon of hope. Their
example shows that, no, it’s not impossible to teach
children, and no, it’s not very costly. It’s a good sign that
even California just passed a phonics bill.

It’s fully within our power, so long as we insist on the
basics, to give kids a skill absolutely essential to their
development and their futures. No miracles necessary.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2025 by King Features Synd., Inc.

I am going to New York.
I have not been to New

York since before the pan-
demic. I bought a half-price
ticket to see a show on Broad-
way before catching my flight
home. I was very glad I went,
since it was such a long time
before I could see another
play.

But now I am going back
because the publisher of my
book is having an open house
for the authors with books
coming out in 2025 and 2026,
and I think that sounds like
a lot of fun. They are serving
snacks and beverages, and all
the editors will be there. I’ve
Googled where their office is,
and it appears to be right in
the center of things, and—if
I’m going to New York—that’s
where I want to be.

I think it will be great fun
to meet these other authors
and meet all the editors who
make the books possible. The
only thing that truly worries
me is what to wear.

Maybe you think I’m kid-
ding. I’m not.

Knowing what I will wear
is a great comfort to me. Once
I know what I will wear, I can
picture myself in a place, and
this is hugely reassuring. If I
can’t imagine myself, I start
to get anxious. You might
think I’d be more worried
about what I will say to all
these important writers and
editors, but somehow, this
does not feel like nearly as big
a problem.

“What is your book about?”
would be appropriate to say
to anyone who’s written a
book. “When did it come out?”
sounds like a great follow-up.
I could ask how many books
they had written and i f
they’re working on anything
else and, if so, what that was
about. Before you know it, the
party is breaking up, and I’ve
only talked to one person.

If I’m talking to an editor,
I’d ask, “How many books do
you work on at a time?” I’d
like to know what they did
before they started this job,
and what their favorite part
of the job is. Again, I can eas-
ily see how the evening would
pass before I know it—what
with eating and drinking all
the promised snacks and bev-
erages.

No, the talking part does
not feel like a problem. It’s
getting dressed that is hard.

I think this is because go-
ing to New York, for many of
us who grew up in the Mid-
west, seems like a very big
deal. New York does not seem
quite real. It seems like the
sort of place where a person
would need to get things
right.

This is where my anxiety
kicks in. What does “getting
things right” look like?

I dig through my closet. I
dig through my drawers. I try
things on. I discard things. I
start to feel emotional, won-
dering if I am a person who
belongs in New York at all—
a person who is incapable of
dressing herself.

Until I remember that no
one—absolutely no one—is
expecting me to get anything
right. Anyone who has read
my writing will know that so-
phistication is not my brand.
Instead, I try to imagine how
I would dress if I simply wore
the kind of thing I write.

Instead of wearing black,
I pull out a pink blazer. It is
a little loud and very cheer-
ful and not particularly so-
p h i s t i c a t e d .  I f  i t  s a y s
anything at all, it says that I
like bright colors and warm
feelings, and I am not afraid
to show it.

I’m wearing the jacket.
And I feel better now.

Till next time,
Carrie

Getting it Right

In-state Tuition Guidance Creating Confusion
Advocates for undocument-

ed college students claim some
students have been told incor-
rectly they are no longer eligi-
ble for low in-state tuition
rates, the Texas Tribune re-
ports. They are asking for clear
guidance on the issue.

In June a federal court ruled
unconstitutional the Texas
Dream Act, a state law which
granted in-state college tuition
rates for undocumented college
students. The June court ruling
came after the state declined to
defend a suit filed by the U.S.
Justice Department.

Advocates say some schools
are confusing students previ-
ously eligible under the Dream
Act with students attending
under the federal Deferred Ac-
tion for Childhood Arrivals or
DACA, who are considered to
be living legally in the United
States.

“The rules don’t help at all.
T h e y  c r e a t e  e v e n  m o r e
confusion…You’re just going to
have, again, more people get-
ting wrongly denied,” said Juli-
eta Garibay, co-founder of
United We Dream, a national
immigrant advocacy group. The
advocates say several colleges,
including Blinn College and
Laredo College, initially said on
their websites that DACA re-
cipients can no longer obtain in-
state tuition.

An assistant commissioner
for the coordinating board,
Charles W. Contéro-Puls, said
repealing the Texas Dream Act
would not negatively affect the
state’s economy, a claim disput-
ed by the American Immigra-
tion Council .  Its analysis
concluded rescinding in-state
tuition for undocumented stu-
dents could cost the state more
than $460 million annually in
lost wages and spending pow-
er.

A I  ‘ G O L D  R U S H ’  S W E E P S
T E X A S

As Gov. Greg Abbott helped
unveil the new Stargate facili-
ty in Abilene, he praised the
state’s increasing role in the
rapid growth of the artificial
intelligence center. The Dallas
Morning News reported the
governor hinted that upcoming
data center buildouts will be
“far larger” than the nearly
$500 billion center opening in
Abilene.

Financial and technology
companies are staking claims
in the state, Abbott said. Star-
gate’s facility in Abilene is part
of a joint venture of OpenAI,
Oracle, Softbank and the fed-
eral government. It plans to in-

crease capacity at the flagship
sites and add two other facili-
ties in Shackelford and Milam
counties.

Abbott hinted the sites un-
veiled are just the beginning for
the economic growth spurred
by AI.

“When you see the demand
for them for artificial intelli-
gence, you will see the power
that it will inject into the future
of the Texas economy,” he said.

While there are concerns
about high energy demand by
the data centers, Abbott said
the state’s capacity is more
than sufficient.

“We have wind, solar, nucle-
ar, which we’re adding even
more to, and, of course, natu-
ral gas. And so we have low-cost
power, abundant power, that is
attracting the AI data centers,”
he said.

E R C O T  W A R N S  A G A I N S T
P O W E R  G R I D
‘ C O M P L A C E N C Y ’

The agency that manages
the state’s electric grid said a
relatively mild summer put less
strain on the state’s power grid,
but officials are still warning
against complacency. The Elec-
tric Reliability Council of Tex-
as board met recently and
credited the milder weather
and rapid growth of solar ener-
gy and battery storage for an
“uneventful” summer for the
Texas grid.

In previous hotter summers,
ERCOT operators have warned
the grid was nearing capacity
during prolonged heat waves.

“We’ve had so many well-
above-average summers in a
row that this seems like a cool
summer relative to those,” said
Dan Woodfin, ERCOT’s vice
president of system operations.
“But this is more what a nor-
mal summer looks like.”

Peak power demand has not
reached record levels since the
summer of 2023, but the state’s
overall energy consumption has

seen “extremely rapid” growth,
ERCOT CEO Pablo Vegas said.
The state’s energy consumption
is rising five times faster than
national average growth was
from 2000 to 2020, he said.

Vegas said the lack of ex-
treme weather events has over-
shadowed the state’s rapid
growth in power demand, in
large part due to the data cen-
ters being built across the state.

“It’s important to not ever be
lulled into complacency,” Vegas
said. “We are just at the inflec-
tion point of an acceleration of
demand growth ahead of us.”

G O P  O F F I C I A L S  D R O P
O R I G I N A L
R E D I S T R I C T I N G
R A T I O N A L E

In a new court filing, Texas
officials acknowledge that the
Justice Department’s rationale
for pushing the state to redraw
c o n g r e s s i o n a l  m a p s  w a s
flawed, but the state is still well
within its rights to do so,
t h e A u s t i n  A m e r i c a n -
Statesman reported.

“Its ham-fisted legal conclu-
sions notwithstanding, the
DOJ Letter apparently sought
to provide political cover for
Texas to engage in partisan re-
districting,” the Texas Attorney
General’s Office said in a 41-
page document.

The state is fighting law-
suits filed since the redistrict-
ing plan passed during the
summer, likely giving the GOP
five more congressional seats in
Texas. The move was pushed by
President Donald Trump for
the party to maintain or in-
crease its razor-thin majority in
the House.

The Justice Department
originally argued the state’s
2021 redistricting plan was re-
placed because it districts were
unconstitutionally based on
race. The state is now rejecting
that argument, saying the lat-
est redistricting was done for
partisan political purposes,
which courts have ruled is al-
lowable.

Democrats and their allies
have accused Republicans of
seeking to silence the voices of
Black and Hispanic Texans by
diluting their votes.

A B B O T T  S I G N S  N E W
‘ B A T H R O O M  B I L L ’

The governor has signed a
bill passed in the last special
session that requires people in
public buildings to use re-
strooms and locker rooms
matching the gender listed on
t h e i r  b i r t h
certificates, kut.org reported.

Abbott said the so-called
“bathroom bill” will keep men
out of women’s restrooms and
“is just common sense.” It takes
effect Dec. 4 and applies to pub-
lic schools, universities, prisons
and jails, along with other pub-
lic buildings. The only excep-
t i o n s  a r e  f o r  p e o p l e
accompanying children under
10, along with custodians, law
enforcement, and medical
workers.

If someone violates the law,
the facility would be subject to
a fine of $25,000 for the first
offense and $125,000 for subse-
quent offenses. Critics say
there is no proof transgender
women in Texas are entering
bathrooms and causing harm.

Gary Borders is a veteran
award-winning Texas journal-
ist. He published a number of
community newspapers in Tex-
as during a 30-year span, in-
cluding in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches, Lufkin
and Cedar Park. Email:

gborders@texaspress.com
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KEENEY’s

KORNER
BY

MIKE KEENEY

FOOTBALL SEASON WEEK 7:
Texas, OU meet in key SEC game: Lions, Chiefs
face off on Sunday Night Football

The second week of Oc-
tober is approaching,
which means the State
Fair of Texas will be in full
swing and the annual Red
River Rivalry will take
place in the Cotton Bowl
as No. 5-ranked Oklahoma
takes on No. 9-ranked Tex-
as in their annual blood-
bath.

A year ago, Steve Sarki-
sian’s team dominated
their SEC rival, 34-3, but
OU head coach Brent Ven-
ables has a defense (allow-
ing just 9 points per game)
that could give a Texas
offense troubles come Sat-
urday at 2:30 p.m. on ABC.
OU will be without star
QB John Mateer (1,215
passing yards, 6 TDs/190
rushing yards, 5 TDs), who
is out with a broken
thumb. That means former
starter Michael Hawkins
gets the start, against a
very good Texas defense.

This is a good weekend
on the college schedule,
but not so much on the
NFL schedule. The Tex-
ans, who picked up their
first win of the year two
weeks ago against the low-
ly Tennessee Titans, have
a bye week.

The SEC has another
big game as No. 10-ranked
Alabama visits a very dan-
gerous opponent in No. 19-
ranked Missouri, while No.
1-ranked Ohio State takes
on No. 22-ranked Illinois
on the road. In another big
Big 10 game, No. 9-ranked
Indiana visits No. 2-
ranked Oregon.

The NFL heads into
Week 6 as the Dallas Cow-
boys visit Carolina. Two
weeks ago, the Dallas of-
fense woke up and put up
40 points in Micah Parsons
and the Green Bay de-
fense, but its defense also
gave up a 40 burger as Jer-
ry Jones’ team had to set-
tle for a tie in Parsons
return to Dallas. Dallas
moved to 1-2-1 after that
game, and needs to beat
bad teams if it hopes to
contend for an NFC Wild
Card spot.

Also in Week 6, the Los
Angeles Rams visit a
struggling Baltimore
Ravens team, which fell to
1-3 after its 37-20 loss at
Kansas City two weeks
ago. It didn’t help that star
QB Lamar Jackson left the
game in the second half
with a mild hamstring in-
jury, but Ravens fans had
better hope it’s mild and
nothing more, or their
team could be done for the
season.

Also in Week 6, San
Francisco visits Tampa
Bay in a key game for both
teams. There’s a good one
for the Sunday Night Foot-
ball crew as Detroit visits
Patrick Mahomes and the
Kansas City Chiefs on
NBC.

In District 14-6A play,
the Nimitz Cougars look to
make a statement against
the perennial power in the
league when they face
Spring Westfield on Thurs-
day night at Thorne Stadi-
um. Also on Thursday,
Davis visits Planet Ford
Stadium in Spring to take
on Dekaney. On Friday,
Aldine and MacArthur
face off in Thorne Stadium,
while Eisenhower visits
Spring High at Planet
Ford Stadium.

Before we take a look at
this week’s games, lets
review last week’s record.
A so-so 7-5 week brought
the record to 34-24 (57%).

Now, onto this week-
end’s games.

NCAA

Alabama at Missouri -
No. 10-Alabama hits the
road for the second time in
three weeks to face No. 19
Missouri. Two weeks ago,
Kalen DeBoer’s team
picked up a huge road win
with a 24-21 upset of Geor-
gia in Athens. That game
probably took a lot of heat
off of DeBoer, who has
come under criticism from
Crimson Tide fans since
their season-opening loss
at Florida State. The
‘Bama offense should be

able to move the ball
against a suspect Tigers
defense. Look for QB Ty
Simpson (1,138 yards, 11
TDs) to attack the Mizzu
secondary with strikes to
big-play wideouts Germie
Bernard (20 receptions,
310 yards, 4 TDs) and
Ryan Williams (15 recep-
tions, 238 yards, 2 TDs),
which should open up the
running lanes for Crimson
Tide backs. The Alabama
defense will get a stern
test from an explosive Ti-
gers offense, led by QB
Beau Pribula (1,203 pass-
ing yards, 9 TDs/121 rush-
ing yards, 3 TDs), running
backs Ahmad Hardy (730
yards, 9 TDs) and Jamal
Roberts (350 yards, 3 TDs)
and wide receivers Kevin
Coleman Jr. (39 recep-
tions, 386 yards, 1 TD) and
Marquis Johnson (18 re-
ceptions, 275 yards, 2
TDs). Look for the ‘Bama
defense to make a play or
two late to pull off another
big road win. My pick, Ala-
bama 30, Missouri 26

Ohio State at Illinois
- Like Alabama, No. 1-
ranked Ohio State hits the
road for the second time in
three weeks to take on No.
22-ranked Illinois. Two
weeks ago, the Buckeyes
earned a hard-fought 24-6
win at Washington, while
the Illini upset USC, 34-32
at home. OSU will bring
one of the top defenses in
the country into Cham-
paign on Saturday. In
their first four games, the
Buckeyes have allowed
just 5.5 points per game,
while amassing 13 sacks
(five by defensive end
Caden Curry). The OSU
offense is starting to come
around behind QB Julian
Sayin (987 yards, 10 TDs),
running back Bo Jackson
(no, not that Bo Jackson),
(297 yards, 1 TD) and two
big-play wideouts in Jere-
miah Smith (28 receptions,
396 yards, 4 TDs) and Car-
nell Tate (15 receptions,
252 yards, 3 TDs). Illinois
has a solid offense led by
QB Luke Altmyer (1,183
yards, 11 TDs), running
back Kaden Feagin (300
yards, 3 TDs) and wide
receiver Hank Beaty (27
receptions, 383 yards, 1
TD). I think Illinois hangs
around for awhile, but look
for the Buckeyes defense
to stifle that unit late to
help lead Ohio State to
another big road win. My
pick, Ohio State 27, Illi-
nois 13

Indiana at Oregon -
Two weeks ago, I had the
good pleasure to see the
No. 8 ranked Hoosiers up
close and personal when I
took in the Indiana-Iowa
game in Iowa City. The
Hoosiers pulled out a grit-
ty 20-15 win behind QB
Fernando Mendoza (1,208
yards, 16 TDs) and big–
play wide receiver Elijah
Sarratt (30 receptions, 388
yards, 6 TDs). The Hoo-
siers also have two produc-
tive runners in Roman
Hemby (351 yards) and
Kaelon Black (344 yards, 2
TDs). The Indiana offense
should be able to move the
ball against the Ducks de-
fense, but Oregon’s offense
should be able to do the
same. The Ducks, who two
weeks ago picked up a
huge road win with a 30-24
overtime win at Penn
State, have a pretty good
offense of their own. The
Ducks average 47 points
per game, led by QB Dante
Moore (1,210 passing
yards, 14 TDs/122 rushing
yards), running backs Di-
erre Hill (270 yards, 2
TDs) and Jayden Limer
(27 yards, 3 TDs) and
wideouts Dakorian Moore
(19 receptions, 286 yards,
2 TDs) and Malik Benson
(16 receptions, 212 yards,
2 TDs). The Hoosiers are a
tough team and will be in

this one, but look for the
Oregon offense to be too
much for Indiana’s defense
to handle in the second
half. My pick, Oregon 33,
Indiana 23

Oklahoma vs. Texas -
No. 4 OU and No. 9 Texas
meet in the Cotton Bowl
with the State Fair of Tex-
as as a backdrop at 2:30
p.m. on ABC. This game
pits two of the top defenses
in the SEC and country as
the Sooner “D” has allowed
just 9 points per game,
while the Longhorn “D”
has allowed just 6 points
per game. OU enters this
game without its best of-
fensive player as QB John
Mateer (1,2115 passing
yards, 6 TDs/180 rushing
yards, 5 TDs) will miss
this game with a hand in-
jury. That means backup
Michael Hawkins (783
passing yards, 3 TDs/204
rushing yards, 1 TD in
2024) will run the offense.
That’s a big dropoff for the
OU offense. Hawkins will
need help from running
back Tory Blaylock (190
yards, 5 TDs), tight end
Jaren Karnak (18 recep-
tions, 307 yards) and wide
receivers Isiah Sategna III
(22 receptions, 284 yards,
1 TD) and Deron Burks (23
receptions, 265 yards, 2
TDs). UT QB Arch Man-
ning (888 passing yards, 9
TDs/123 rushing yards, 5
TDs) must protect the ball
against an aggressive OU
defense. He should have
his top two runners back
as CJ Baxter and Quintre-
vion Wisner return after
missing three weeks with
minor injuries. If they are
unable to go, Jerrick Gib-
son (155 yards, 1 TD) will
be the top back in the
‘Horns offense. When Man-
ning throws, he will look to
make plays to wideouts
Parker Livingstone (11
receptions, 222  yards, 3
TDs) and Ryan Wingo (13
receptions, 190 yards, 3
TDs). I think this is a low-
scoring game. Look for the
UT defense to outplay
OU’s as Texas picks up a
big conference win. My
pick, Texas 20, Oklahoma
12

NFL

Dallas at Carolina - If
the Cowboys are going to
contend for a Wild Card
spot, they need to beat bad
teams, and the Panthers
are a bad team. Two weeks
ago, the Dallas offense
came alive in its 40-40 tie
against Green Bay. QB
Dak Prescott (1,119 yards,
6 TDs) had a big night,
making plays all over the
field to first-year wideout
George Pickens (21 recep-
tions, 300 yards, 4 TDs)
and tight end Jake Fergu-
son (34 receptions, 223
yards, 1 TD). Dallas ap-
pears to have found a pro-
ductive runner in Javonte
Williams (312 yards, 4
TDs). Carolina QB Bryce
Young (753 yards, 5 TDs/3
interceptions) should have
success against a banged
up Dallas secondary. He
will look to make plays to
rookie wideout Tetarian
McMillen (18 receptions,
225 yards, 1 TD). My pick,
Dallas 34, Carolina 16

Los Angeles Rams at
Baltimore - The Rams
head east to face a desper-
ate Ravens team on Sun-
day. Two weeks ago, LA
improved to 3-1 with a
home win over the Colts,
while the Ravens lost at
Kansas City, 37-20. Star
QB Lamar Jackson (869
passing yards, 10 TDs/166
rushing yards, 1 TD) sus-
tained a hamstring injury,
but head coach John Har-
baugh said the injury is
not serious. Ravens fans
had better hope so, be-
cause if Jackson is lost for
any length of time, Balti-

more’s season could be
over. The Ravens need
running back Derrick Hen-
ry (284 yards, 3 TDs) and
wideout Zay Flowers (23
receptions, 305 yards, 1
TD) to get going. The
Rams are solid on offense
led by QB Matthew
Stafford (1,114 yards, 8
TDs), running back Kyren
Williams (303  yards, 1
TD) and wide receivers
Puka Nucua (42 recep-
tions, 503 yards, 1 TD) and
Davante Adams (17 recep-
tions, 269 yards,3 TDs).
Baltimore needs this more
than the Rams do, but its
defense must start playing
much, much better. My
pick, Baltimore 30, Los
Angeles Rams 27

San Francisco at
Tampa Bay - The 49ers
head to the Sunshine State
to take on the Bucs in a
key game for both teams.
Two weeks ago, SF lost to
Jacksonville at home,
while TB did the same tot
the Eagles. SF QB Brock
Purdy (586 yards, 4 TDs in
2 games) suffered a toe
injury two weeks ago and

his status could be up in
the air for this game. If
Purdy is out, backup Mac
Jones will rely on running
back Christian McCaffrey
(225 rushing yards/31 re-
ceptions, 305 yards, 2 TDs)
to make plays on the
ground and in the passing
game. TB will look for QB
Baker Mayfield (904 yards,
8 TDs), running back
Bucky Irving (237 yards, 1
TD) and sensational rookie
wideout Emeka Egbuka
(18 receptions, 282 yards,
4 TDs) to make plays
against a banged-up 49ers
defense. My pick, Tampa
Bay 30, San Francisco 26

Detroit at Kansas
City - A great one for the
Sunday Night Football
crew as the Lions take on
the Chiefs in KC. This
could be an offensive
shootout as the Lions can
score from anywhere on
the field behind QB Jared
Goff (929 yards, 9 TDs),
running backs Jahmyr
Gibbs (271 rushing yards,
4 TDs/20 receptions, 214
yards, 1 TD), and David
Montgomery (245 yards, 3

TDs) and wide receiver
Amon-Ra St. Brown (27
receptions, 307 yards, 6
TDs). After losing their
first two games, the Chiefs
look to be rounding into
form with two straight
wins. QB Patrick Maho-
mes (939 passing yards, 7
TDs/130 rushing yards, 2
TDs) is starting to click
with wideouts Marquise
Brown (22 receptions, 209
yards, 1 TD) and Tyquan
Thornton (10 receptions,
182 yards, 3 TDs) and he
still has Mr. Reliable, tight
end Travis Kelce (15 recep-
tions, 182 yards, 1 TD) to
go to when he needs a big
play. The Chiefs also got
back a big weapon two
weeks ago when speedy
wide receiver Xavier Wor-
thy returned after missing
two games with five recep-
tions for 83 yards in KC’s
37-20 win over Baltimore.
This should be a fun game
to watch. Look for Maho-
mes to outduel Goff as the
Chiefs continue their roll.
My pick, Kansas City 36,
Detroit 33.

LAST WEEK’S SCORES
Thursday, Oct. 2
Baytown Sterling 23, Barbers Hill 14

Friday, Oct. 3
Baytown Lee, BYE WEEK
Crosby 39, Friendswood 30
C. E. King 70, Goose Creek Memorial 20
Lumberton 45, Huffman Hargrave 22

NEXT WEEK’S GAMES
Friday, Oct. 10
Barbers Hill vs. Port Arthur (Homecoming) at 7 p.m., at Eagle Stadium
Baytown Lee at Rosenberg Terry at 7 p.m., at Ranger Field in Rosenberg
Baytown Sterling at West Brook at 7 p.m., at Doggett Family Stadium
in Beaumont
Crosby vs. Kingwood Park (Teacher Appreciation Night) at 7 p.m., at
Cougar Stadium
Dayton at Montgomery Lake Creek at 7 p.m., at Montgomery ISD
Stadium
Goose Creek Memorial vs. North Shore at 7 p.m., at Stallworth Stadium,
in Baytown

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL
SCORES/SCHEDULES
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Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Star ✯ Courier
Your Hometown Newspaper
News tips and Ad Inquiries:

713-266-3444

Carter~Conley
Funeral Home

13701 Corpus Christi St.
Houston, TX 77015

(713) 455-5100
*Funerals  *Cremations  *Pre-Arrangements

Family Owned and Operated
Since 1992

www.CarterConleyFH.com

11-2T

BID NOTICE BID NOTICEBID NOTICE

Barbers Hill ISD is requesting bids for Erate eligible

Category Two goods/services. Additional information

is available at www.crwconsulting.com/ifcb. Bids will

be opened 11/04/2025 at 2:00 p.m. At the Barbers Hill

Technology Integration Center.
38-2T
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