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Jackie Medcalf, founder and CEO of
the Texas Health and Environment
Alliance.

Texas Releases Long-awaited Cancer
Data After Years of Community Pressure
By David Taylor
Managing editor

After more than a year
of repeated requests and
more than a decade of
community advocacy,
Harris County officials
have released longawait-
ed, localized cancer data
that residents say is crit-
ical to understanding
health risks in their
neighborhoods.

Harris County Public
Health this week un-
veiled a new cancer as-
s e s s m e n t  a n d  a n
interactive mapping tool

that provides cancer in-
cidence data at the cen-
sustract level across the
county. The release
marks a major shift
from previous state
analyses that grouped
large geographic areas
together, often masking
neighborhoodlevel pat-
terns.

While the effort was
driven by concerns in
East Harris County,
particularly along the
San Jacinto River corri-
dor, the new data is
available countywide
and offers the most de-

tailed public look yet at
local cancer trends.

“This is a major win
for our communities,”
said Jackie Medcalf,

founder and CEO of the
Texas Health and Envi-
ronment Alliance. “Res-
idents have been asking
for local, censuslevel
cancer data so they can
understand what’s hap-
pening where they live.
We submitted hundreds
of community letters to
the state asking for that
level of transparency
and were repeatedly de-
nied. Harris County
stepped up and deliv-
ered.”

Concerns about can-
cer rates in East Harris
County date back at

least to 2010, when resi-
dents living near the San
Jacinto River Waste Pits
Superfund Site began
pressing state officials to
investigate potential
health impacts from de-
cades of dioxin contami-
nation. Those efforts
eventually led to the Tex-
as Department of State
Health Services’ first
cancer assessment for
the area in 2015.

That assessment iden-
tified elevated rates of
several cancers, includ-
ing a rare eye cancer
linked to dioxin exposure

that appeared in the
riverfront community
of Highlands at more
than 16 times the state
average. A subsequent
state update released in
2025 again flagged con-
cerns, pointing to high-
er rates of leukemia,
lymphoma, lung and
bronchus cancers, and
cervical cancer across a
study area spanning
more than 250 square
miles.

✯
IN THE
STARS Crosby ISD Celebrates Five Years of Growth

and Innovation Under Dr. Paula Patterson

CROSBY SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE

Dr. Paula Patterson
Crosby Superintendent

Dear East Harris Coun-
ty Families and Communi-
ty Members,

It seems like just yester-
day that I walked into
Crosby ISD for the first
time as Superintendent of
Schools. On April 8, 2026,
I will celebrate five years
in this incredible role. In
reality, I wasn’t stepping
into just a position; I was
stepping back into my
home. This is the place
where I grew up, taught,
became a principal, and
now have the honor of
leading a community that
has given so much to me.
It is a privilege to give back
to the next generation, and
I look forward to continu-
ing that work for many
years to come.

As we reflect on the past
five years, I am reminded
of the challenges and tri-
umphs we have faced to-

gether. In 2017, our dis-
trict endured significant
hardship, losing 100 dedi-
cated  sta f f  members .
When I returned in 2021,
I found a district deter-
mined to rebuild, and I was
eager to help. Since then,
we have not only restored
our staff but also grown
stronger as a community of

Dr. Patterson’s Cougar Council made up of students from each campus. Their names are Saniya Carrington, Peyton
Abernathy, Claire Chisolm, Noah Marines, Easton Sutterfield, Nailah Beard, Avery Cuellar, and Ella Vincent (Photo
by Jessica Hefner).  

Continued. See
CROSBY SUPERINTENDENT, page 5

The Crosby-Huffman
Chamber of Commerce will
host its 34th Annual Tees-N-
Tails Golf Tournament on
Thursday, April 16, 2026, at
Stonebridge at Newport.
Registration begins at 8:30
a.m., followed by breakfast at
9:00 a.m., with a shotgun
start scheduled for 10:00
a.m.

Team entry is $500, and in-
dividual player registration is
$150. Registration includes
green fee, range balls, half
cart, breakfast, lunch, drinks,
giveaways, goodie bags, and
awards for winning teams.
Sponsorship opportunities
are available.

The community is invited
to participate in this annual
event supporting local busi-
ness and community initia-
tives. Lunch for the
tournament will be provided
by Crawfish Shack.

34th Annual Tees-N-
Tails Golf Tournament
Set for April 16

Crosby Evening Lions First Fundraiser

At the end of the fundraiser event, Crosby Evening Lions
Club members shared food to the Crosby Volunteer Fire
Department where firefighters were training. See Story
below & Page 6.

Crosby Evening Lions Find Early Success in First Fundraiser
By David Taylor
Managing Editor

The smell of simmering
sauce and the hum of conver-
sation filled the Parish Life
Center at Crosby Brethren
C h u r c h  a s  t h e  C r o s b y
Evening Lions Club stepped
into uncharted territory—
hosting its very first fund-
raiser. Hopes were high, and
for good reason. Just weeks
earlier, the newly formed
club had screened more than
125 children at the Chil-
dren’s Christmas Festival,
discovering that more than a
fourth needed follow-up care
with an optometrist.

That mission—helping
children, particularly with
eyeglasses and exams—was
at the heart of the spaghetti
dinner fundraiser. Though
advertised to run from 6 to 8
p.m., supporters began arriv-
ing shortly after 5 p.m., ea-
ger to purchase plates and

Chef Vasso Espinosa works with volunteer Leo Club members who assisted
the Crosby Evening Lions Club with their fundraiser last Thursday.

The first shift of LEOs came early to learn the setup in the kitchen and then
worked hard to help with plating on the line. LEO club members are, from
left, Om Patel, Mariah Moreno, Dayana Montero, Grant Hood, and Noe
Munguia.

desserts.
“We were actually ready,”

said club president Deanna
Becker. “And it wasn’t a big
rush.”

At the stove, former high
school teacher and Chef Vas-
so Espinosa led the charge,
assisted by Lee Ann Lock-
wood, development director
at Churches United In Car-

ing. Together, they kept pas-
ta and sauce moving steadi-
ly as volunteers assembled
plates and welcomed guests.

The effort quickly became
a multi-generational collab-
oration. Members of the Leos
C l u b  a t  C r o s b y  H i g h
School—working two shifts
of about a half dozen stu-
dents each—ran a well-orga-

nized plate assembly line.
They carried out large or-
ders, helped with setup and
cleanup, and filled in wher-
ever help was needed. Other
Lions volunteers tended a
dessert table filled with
sweet treats.

By 6 p.m., a steady crowd
had flooded the Parish Life
Center on Church Street,

prompting organizers to bring
out additional tables for those
choosing to dine in-house. The
room buzzed with conversa-
tion as friends and neighbors
shared food and fellowship.

For Roberto Cruz, Leo
sponsor  at  Crosby High
School, the night was a point
of pride.

“They ran a very tight ship

assembly line style, helping
us put together the plates,
and helping transport food
out,” Cruz said. “I was proud
to see them assisting in the
cleanup, stacking up chairs
and tables, and filling in
with other tasks.”

As the parking lot filled,
student drivers even moved
Lions Club vehicles across
the street to make room for
more customers—a small
gesture that reflected the
t e a m w o r k  u n f o l d i n g
throughout the evening.

Lockwood, who manages
many of the same students
through their volunteer
work at Churches United In
Caring, was impressed.

“The Leos were very re-
spectful and very attentive.
They were amazing help in
that kitchen,” she said.

Throughout the night,

Continued. See
CROSBY EVENING LIONS, page 6

Continued. See TEXAS RELEASES
CANCER DATA, page 5

WCC PILOT CLUB HOSTS
ANNUAL GALA, Page 3

HC GROWTH DEPENDENT ON
IMMIGRATION, Page 4

Continued. See TEXAS RELEASES
CANCER DATA, page 5
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By Armando Kennington,
Healthy Community
School Coordinator

Highlands Elementary’s
5th Annual Color Run was
more than just a fundrais-
er - the experience brought
the entire school communi-
ty together. The event cre-
ated  a  fun,  inc lus ive
environment where stu-
dents, families, and staff
could connect outside the
classroom while promoting
healthy, active lifestyles.
The color run encouraged
participation from every-
one, regardless of fitness
level, and turned physical
activity into something
joyful and memorable.

5 t h- g r a d e  t e a c h e r ,
Michelle Stangle, said,
“Who knew getting active
could be so fun? Color run
is an event that students
and staff look forward to
each year. It is wonderful
to see smiling faces on stu-
dents, families, and staff
faces w hile being active
and getting a pop of color
at the same time!”

As participants moved
and laughed together, they
not only celebrated the
funds raised for the school
but also strengthened re-
lationships, built school
spirit, and reinforced the
importance of wellness in

Highlands Elementary Hosts
5th Annual Color Run

Highlands Elementary encouraged families to get active and have fun, placing smiles on everyone’s faces. (Photo
by: Amanda Kennington, Healthy Community School Coordinator)

ways that last far beyond
the event itself.

Principal Blanca Ca-
petillo said, “Our 5th An-
nual Color Run was a
joyful celebration of com-
munity, wellness, and
school spirit. Families en-
joyed exercising, laughing,
and dancing to music from
our DJ, while vendors pro-
vided food and added to the
festive atmosphere. Our
staff was fully engaged,
and our Hawk Council vol-
unteers helped support a
successful family event.
Each year, this event con-
tinues to grow and is some-
thing our students, staff,
and Highlands community
look forward to. It truly re-
flects our motto—Soar
Above the Rest.”

The Highlands Campus
School Health Advisory
Committee, led by Cham-
pion Joel Kunz, has ex-
panded on the momentum
from multiple opportuni-
ties that were offered
throughout the school year
as a part of the school’s co-
ordinated approach to
child health (CATCH) pro-
gram.

“It’s really neat to see
the students and their
families having fun togeth-
er. There are smiles all
around. I’m so blessed to be
at an amazing campus.

Coach Kotlarz did a great
job with registration and
organizing the volunteers
for the color run stations.
Our faculty and staff
helped make this a memo-
rable event for our stu-
dents,” said Joel Kunz.

Additional events for
families to be involved
with their children and
have fun while promoting
health habits included
family fitness and dance
nights, active recess initi-
atives, health challenges,
campus gardens, and part-
nerships with local com-
munity organizations to
support nutrition and
physical activity.

These efforts help en-
sure that healthy habits
are not limited to a single
e v e n t ,  b u t  b e c o m e  a
shared, ongoing commit-
ment across the entire
s c h o o l  c o m m u n i t y .
Strengthening the connec-
tion between schools and
community supports the
broader goal of improving
children’s health, ulti-
mately enhancing student
attendance, engagement,
and academic achieve-
ment.

Please see the attached
release and photos. Let me
know if you have any ques-
tions. Thank you!

Story by: Isaac Silva,
Giants Care Collective
Campaign Manager

The Giants Care Collec-
tive is a student-led health
and wellness team serving
as an official ad-hoc com-
mittee of the Goose Creek
CISD School Health Advi-
sory Council (SHAC). Our
mission is to elevate stu-
dent voice  in distr ict
health and wellness efforts
by helping shape meaning-
ful district policy, support-
ing SHAC initiatives, and
leading campaigns that in-
spire peers to engage in
healthier choices. Our
team consists of 16 juniors
and seniors with represen-
tation from all five Goose
Creek CISD high schools.

“The GCCISD School
Health Advisory Council
(SHAC) created the youth
advisory board to provide
a platform to engage and
vocalize the health needs
of students,” said Amanda
Kennington, Healthy Com-
munity School Coordina-
tor. “It is exciting to see the
high school youth collabo-
rating with adults regard-
ing trending wellness
topics that they value and
choose to champion. By

Student Health Team Launches
Energy Drink Awareness Campaign

Giants Care Collective student members and committee sponsor Brittney Culpepper, GCCISD Coordinator of
Marketing.(Photo by: Amanda Kennington,)

serving on the Giants Care
Collective, the students
are creating healthier
school environments and
making a positive influ-
ence on their peers!”

In alignment with our
mission, the Collective is
launching a health cam-
paign in April focused on
educating students on the
risks of overconsumption
of energy drinks, a trend
that has become increas-
ingly normalized, not only
in teens but in adults as
well.As part of this cam-
paign, the Collective will:

Conduct a survey of
high school students to
better understand energy
drink usage and how it af-
fects daily life, such as
sleep, focus, and energy
levels.

Promote healthier alter-
natives to energy drinks.

Educate on the long and
short-term health risks of
energy drinks.

According to Giants
Care Collective member
Guadalupe Del Campo, the
initiative is about more
than just data; it is a di-
rect response to a trend
visible in every hallway.
“Among students walking
the  ha l l s  o f  GCCISD

schools, one thing is almost
always present: an energy
drink in hand,” Guadalupe
explains, noting that the
Collective “aims to raise
awareness about the po-
tential health risks these
drinks pose, while also
helping students discover
safer, healthier alterna-
tives.”

The energy drink initia-
tive is the first campaign
developed by this newly es-
tablished team and is in-
t e n d e d  t o  a d d r e s s  a
modern health challenge
facing students in Goose
Creek CISD. By focusing
on evidence-based educa-
tion and relatable out-
reach, the Collective hopes
to shift the culture around
caffeine and wellness
across all five high schools.

Get Involved
Follow us on Instagram

@giants.care to keep up
with the campaign and see
our latest health tips.

We also invite the com-
munity to visit our booth
at the upcoming Children’s
Day/Día del Niño Celebra-
tion on April 30, 2026, at
Goose Creek Memorial
High School from 5:30 PM
to 7:30 PM.

CROSBY ISD SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE

Testing on the Horizon

Dr. Paula Patterson
Crosby Superintendent

Dear East Harris Coun-
ty Families and Communi-
ty Members,

As we move into April,
our Cougars across nearly
every grade level will be
preparing to take the State
of Texas Assessment of Ac-
a d e m i c  R e a d i n e s s
(STAAR). I know testing
can feel stressful at times,
so I want to share a few
ways we can support our
students and set them up
for success.

One of the most impor-
tant ways to help students
perform their best is to en-
sure they are well rested.
A full night’s sleep and
time to relax at the end of
the day help our students
stay calm, focused, and
confident. When our brains
are well rested, they retain
more information, process
ideas more efficiently, and
are ready to tackle chal-
lenges with energy and
clarity.

Fueling the body prop-
erly is equally important.
A balanced diet gives stu-
dents the energy and focus
they need to learn and
grow. Pairing nutritious
meals with limited screen
time can help reduce fa-
tigue and improve mood
and productivity. Encour-
age students to go outside,

enjoy family activities,
read a book, or engage in
other screen-free activities
to refresh their minds.

When it comes to re-
viewing for STAAR, bal-
ance is key. While practice
is important, avoid last-
minute cramming, which
can increase stress. Focus
on areas where your stu-
dent might need extra sup-
port, but keep review fun
and engaging. Remember,
students have been learn-
ing and preparing all year,
and this test is just one
way to measure their
progress.

Our attitudes toward
testing can have a big im-
pact on our students.
Keeping a positive outlook
and reinforcing that effort
is more important than
any single score helps re-

Jayden Grimes from Drew Elementary School working on silent sustained reading time (Photo by Jessica Hefner),

duce anxiety and builds
confidence. Praise your
students for the hard work
they put in every day, and
remind them that their
dedication and growth
matter more than the re-
sults of one test.

On testing days, here
are a few tips for families:
ensure your student has a
good breakfast, arrive on
time so they have plenty of
time to complete their test,
and offer encouragement
with simple affirmations
like, “You’ve got this!” En-
courage them to read care-
fully, take their time, and
do their best is all we ask.

Remember ,  STAAR
testing is just one snapshot
of your child’s learning
journey. Students are so
much more than a score on
a test. What matters most
is the consistent effort and
growth they show each
day. Together, as a com-
munity, we can support
every student in reaching
their full potential.

Thank you for your con-
tinued partnership in help-
ing our Cougars succeed.
Together, we celebrate
growth, achievement, and
the joy of learning.

Warmly ,Dr.  Paula
PattersonSuperintendent
of SchoolsCrosby ISD
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ON THE
HILL

MONT BELVIEU, TX — The West Chambers County Pilot Club, Inc. hosted its annual fundraising gala on Saturday, March 28, 2026, at
Barbers Hill High School. From 6 p.m. to 10 p.m., guests enjoyed an evening inspired by this year’s theme, “Under the Sea.”

The gala drew supporters from across the community to celebrate and raise funds for the club’s ongoing initiatives. With nautical decorations
and a vibrant atmosphere, the event marked another successful gathering for the organization’s charitable efforts.

West Chambers County Pilot Club Hosts
‘Under the Sea’ Gala at Barbers Hill HS

(front row l-r) WCCPC Pilots: Brinda Stanfield Friend of Pilot, Pilots; Linda
Gilmore, Tonya Keller, Ericka Perez, Linda Polk, Judy Duncan, Deana Fojt,
Nancy Porter, and Angela Heffner, (second row l-r) Darlene Friend of Pilot,
Karrell Hargrave, Pam Wishum, Marla Van Pelt, Diana Jackson, Chelsea
George, (back row) President Jan Jones.

Celebrity Waiter Terri Leo Wilson, State Representative
with WCCPC Anchor Coordinator Judy Duncan.

Celebrity Waiters/Spotters: Butch Bean, Chambers County
Constable Precinct 4, and Lisa Dagle Bean, Insurance
Services LLC.

Sign donated by Sign Gypsies of Mont Belvieu/Anahuac

(l-r) Celebrity Waiters/Spotters: Jimmy Smith, Incoming Elected Justice of
the Peace Precinct 6, George Barrera Barbers Hill ISD School Board, Kelly
Barrera Barbers Hill High School Registrar, and Rusty Sénac Former
Commissioner, (back row) Kevin King, ReMax One.

Dayton, TX — Dayton
Independent School Dis-
trict sixth-grade students
at Woodrow Wilson Junior
H i g h  ( W W J H )  a r e
strengthening their read-
ing skills and building con-
fidence through the Lamar
U n i v e r s i t y  L i t e r a c y
STAAR Camp, hosted in
partnership with the Nan-
cy Evans Center at Lamar
University.

The four-day camp,
which began on Friday and
continues this week, focus-
es on key English Lan-
guage Arts (ELA) skills
designed to support stu-
dent success on the STAAR
assessment. Presenters
from Lamar University are
working directly with stu-
dents, providing targeted
instruction and strategies
to help them grow as read-
ers and test-takers.

Dayton ISD 6th Graders Participate in Lamar
University Literacy STAAR Camp at WWJH

The camp emphasizes
both skill development and
confidence-building, rein-
forcing the idea that when
students read, they suc-
ceed.

“Opportunities like this
give our students the tools
and confidence they need
to be successful,” said Su-

perintendent Dr. Travis
Young. “When we invest in
literacy, we are investing
in their future, and we are
grateful for our partner-
ship with Lamar Universi-
ty and the Nancy Evans
Center for supporting our
students every step of the
way.”

Dayton Independent
School District is proud to
partner with Lamar Uni-
versity and the Nancy
Evans Center to help en-
sure students are prepared
for success in the class-
room and beyond.

BAYTOWN, TX —
United Way of Greater
Baytown Area &
Chambers County is
excited to invite the
community to the inau-
gural United for Good
Gala, presented by
Chevron Phillips
Chemical, an unfor-
gettable new signa-
ture event celebrating
fun, connection, and
community impact.
The gala will take
place on Friday, June
5, 2026, from 6:00 to
9:00 p.m. at 2610 N.
Alexander Drive in
Baytown and will fea-
ture casino-style en-
tertainment, dinner,
live music, and excit-
ing opportunities to
support local work
that changes lives.

More than just a
night out, the first-ever
United for Good Gala
is an opportunity to be
part of something spe-
cial from the very be-
ginning. Guests can
look forward to an en-
ergetic and welcom-
ing atmosphere, with
an evening designed
to celebrate generosi-
ty, connection, and the
power of coming to-
gether for good.

One of the high-
lights of the night will
be the poker tourna-
ment, adding even
more excitement to
the evening. Whether
attending for the
cause, the company,
or the thrill of the tour-
nament, guests are
invited to experience
a fresh new tradition in
support of United
Way’s mission.

This inaugural
event is chaired by
Daryl and Bridget Fon-
tenot, Steve Daniele,
and Suzanne Heinrich,
whose leadership and
long-standing commit-
ment to United Way
help set the tone for
the evening. As past
board presidents and
dedicated supporters,
the chairs say the gala
reflects the very spirit
of the organization’s
work: “Having had the
honor of serving as
past board presidents
and being long-time
supporters of United
Way over the years,
we know how power-
ful it is when a com-
munity comes
together around a
shared purpose. The
inaugural United for
Good Gala represents
that spirit perfectly.
We are excited to in-
vite friends, partners,
and supporters to join
us for a memorable
evening that will not
only launch a new tra-
dition but also help
strengthen the future
of our community.”

Tickets are on sale
now, and community
members are encour-
aged to purchase tick-
ets to enter the poker
tournament and be
part of this exciting
inaugural event. Visit
onecau.se/unitedfor-
good to purchase tick-
ets today.

United Way
Launches
Inaugural
United for
Good Gala

BAYTOWN, TX - Bay-
town continues to grow-
and this time, it’s bringing
serious opportunity with
it. Please join us in wel-
coming District on Main,
a brand-new industrial
park right on Main Street,
officially celebrating their
Grand Opening & Ribbon
Cutting with the Baytown
Chamber of Commerce
and Charles Johnson Bay-
town Mayor!

This new development
is already home to:

ESG Gunworks LLC
Gorilla Collectible Sup-

plies
...and they’re just get-

ting started!
District on Main is cre-

Baytown, Meet Your Newest
Business Hub: District on Main

ating space for business-
es to build, expand, and
thrive right here in Bay-
town and we LOVE to see
that kind of investment in
our local economy.

*Business owners: If
you’ve been looking for a
new space to grow your
operation, this is your
sign. Go check them out!

*Community:  Show

some love and support the
businesses already calling
District on Main home-
your support keeps Bay-
town booming.

Let’s give a big Bay-
town welcome and con-
gratulations to District on
Main on their grand open-
ing!



Page 4 THURSDAY, APRIL 9, 2026Star ✯ Courier / Press / North Channel STAR

✯      O P I N I O N    P A G E    ✯

Editor & Publisher..............................Gilbert Hoffman
Associate Publisher.....................Mei-Ing Liu Hoffman
Managing Editor......................................David Taylor
Assignment Editor....................................Julieta Paita
Website Editor............................ ......Kristan Hoffman
Production Manager.....................Gerardo Hernandez
Entered as Periodicals Class at Highlands Post Office, Highlands, TX 77562. Under the Act
of Congress of March 3, 1879. Published 50 weeks per year, on Thursday, by Grafikpress
Corp., 5832 Star Lane, Houston, TX 77057. Opinions in this paper are those of the au-
thors, and not necessarily this newspaper’s. Any erroneous statement which may appear
will be corrected when brought to the attention of the publisher. Liability for errors is
limited to the reprinting of the corrected version. Submissions are encouraged, in person,
by mail, by Fax, or by email, to grafikstar@aol.com.

GRAFIKPRESS is publisher of community newspapers, including Highlands STAR-Crosby
COURIER; Barbers Hill Dayton PRESS; Northeast NEWS; North Forest NEWS, North Chan-
nel STAR. Combined circulation of these newspapers exceeds 20,000, Readership exceeds
50,000 according to industry standards. We also print dozens of school, ethnic, and gov-
ernment publications on contract. Call for information to 713-977-2555.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: In-county, $35.00 per year. Out of county, $45.00 per Year. POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to Star-Courier, 5832 Star Lane, Houston, TX 77057

News and Ad Phones....713-266-3444
OFFICE....713-977-2555

email: grafikstar@aol.com
Member Texas Press Association

USPS 244-500

H I G H L A N D S

Barbers Hill✯Dayton PRESS

Star✯CourierStar✯Courier

NORTH CHANNEL ✯ STAR

C R O S B Y

THE
POSTSCRIPT
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Carrie Classon
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

400 Square Feet

Last week, we thought we
would leave our little place in
Casa de los Soles.

If you’ve read my column,
you know about this place my
husband, Peter, and I stay in
while in Mexico. The interior
of our apartment will set you
right back to the 1980s. The
Formica countertop has seen
better days. I write in a cor-
ner of the living room and
have exactly 6 inches between
the back of my office chair and
the end of the couch. Peter
measured our apartment, and
it is 400 square feet—and that
includes a rather large bed-
room.

So, last week, we decided to
look around for a place with a
little more space. We told our
landlord, Jorge, we were
thinking about doing this, and
he said he understood, and we
went looking at apartments.

We did not make it easy on
ourselves. In addition to lov-
ing this particular place, we
love the neighborhood it is in,
and the street it is on, so our
circle of investigation was
small. When we heard of an
apartment for rent just a block
away and on the same street,
we were very excited.

The apartment was much
bigger. It had a fireplace and
a rooftop terrace. It had two
bedrooms and a full dining
room. It would need a little
work, but we were very excit-
ed. We met with the landlord
two days later.

But later that night, I start-
ed to think about what we
would have to do to live in that
apartment. There was nothing
on the walls. There was not a
lot of furniture. The couch
looked a little worse for wear.
The furniture on the roof need-
ed replacement. None of it was
big stuff, but it added up.

We’d have to pay an elec-
tric bill. If we wanted house-
keeping, we’d have to figure
that out and pay for it. We’d
have to get our water and our
gas delivered. We’d have to get
the garbage out on the curb on
the right days at the right
time—which, in the center of
an old town with cobblestone,
one-way streets, is not as easy
as it sounds.

I lay in bed that night and
thought of all the things I don’t
have to worry about now, like
having regular internet and a
front desk that will accept our
deliveries and someone on
staff if we ever have a medical
emergency.

Then I thought about the
things that give me such joy
here: the lively restaurant be-
low, which will deliver lunch
right to our door. The staff
that will store my computer
monitor and my clothes and
take them out again when we
arrive. The bouquet of flowers
that is always waiting for me
when we check in. The going-
away party that the entire
staff throws for Peter and me
when we leave at the end of
the season. And the kindness
of Jorge, our landlord who,
whenever we have a request,
no matter how unusual, will
say, “Certainly!”

I thought of how very easy
my life was in 400 square feet,
how free of worries, and of how
much writing I had accom-
plished sitting at my little
green Formica desk with the
fresh flowers in front of me.

I talked to Jorge the next
day. “We love this place too
much to leave!” I told him. And
I felt tearful.

Then I looked with fresh
eyes at my 400 square feet and
realized there was a lot I could
do in this space. Because right
now, 400 square feet is more
than enough.

Till next time,
Carrie

OPINION
By BILL KING

✯

According to the US Census Bureau’s estimates
released yesterday, Harris County grew last year
by just under 50,000, about half of what it grew in
2024. International immigration, which has
fueled the County’s growth for most of the last
decade, fell from 101,000 to 57,000. Nonetheless,
it still accounted for all of the County’s
growth. Without international immigration, the
County population would have declined by about
10,000.

It should be noted that Harris County is
overwhelmingly the preferred destination for
international migration within Texas. Last year,
while Harris County accounted for only 16% of
the state’s population, 34% of international
immigrants settled here.

The number of people moving out of the
County destined to somewhere else in the US
(domestic migration) grew from 31,000 to
43,000. The County has not had positive domestic
immigration since 2015. In the last ten years,
about 300,000 have left the County for other
places in the US.

The number of births and deaths in Harris
County held steady at about 67,000 and 31,000,
respectively, resulting in natural growth of
35,000. Because of the relatively young median
age in Harris County, it will likely sustain a
small natural increase for some time. However,
this will inevitably slowly fall as the County ages.

It is important to understand that the Census

Bureau’s estimates are as of July 1 each year. So,
the estimate released yesterday was as of July 1,
2025. This means that the range covered by this
estimate would have about seven months of the
Biden administration and about five months of
the Trump administration. Therefore, it is likely
that most of the international immigration into
Harris County occurred earlier in the year and
has slowed significantly since then.

It is noteworthy, however, that this estimate
does not indicate a mass exodus of immigrants, as
DHS claims. At Baker, we have been looking at
other data that might indicate a significant
outflow of immigrants, and so far, we are not
finding much. For example, we have been track-
ing the ridership on Metro’s Gulfton circulator
route. Gulfton is essentially Houston’s Ellis
Island, with many immigrants making their
home in that area when they first arrive. Metro
operates two bus lines that circle the area. It is
used by many immigrants for routine trips and to
connect to other lines to large employment
centers. Ridership on those lines steadily in-
creased in the last two years of the Biden admin-
istration, but has shown some deterioration since
Trump was elected.

Taken together, the Census data and the local
data we have been tracking appear to indicate a
significant decline in international immigration –
probably close to zero, but not that there has been
a mass exodus of immigrants from the County.

The bottom line is that Harris County has
effectively become dependent on international
immigration for population growth. Without it,
stagnation or decline is the baseline. Therefore,
future federal immigration policy will probably
have no more impact on Harris County than any
other place in the state, and possibly the entire
country.

Author’s note: The numbers for the Houston
region show better population growth. More on
that next time.

Immigration Crackdown
Takes Toll on Harris
County Growth

Texas Poised to Lead Nation in Data Centers
Texas is poised to lead the

nation by 2030 in the number
of data centers, the Austin
A m e r i c a n -
Statesman reported, surpass-
i n g  V i r g i n i a .  T h e  s t a t e
currently has 6.5 gigawatts of
data center capacity under
construction, accounting for
20% of the capacity added to
the U.S. pipeline last year.
One gigawatt can power about
7 5 0 , 0 0 0  h o m e s  o n
average.Data centers provide
the infrastructure to support
both crypto currency facilities
and the growth of artificial in-
telligence. The centers require
huge amounts of power and
water to operate. The Electric
Reliability Council of Texas,
which operates most of the
state’s power grid, said the
continuing growth in data cen-
ters will increase Texas ener-
gy demand by 71% in the next
five years.Central  Texas
has become the top data
center market in the country.
The American-Statesman
identified at least 55 complet-
ed or planned projects between
Temple and San Antonio in
2025.

PAXTON CALLS FOR
HANCOCK’S REMOVAL

Texas Attorney General
Ken Paxton called for Gov.
Greg Abbott to remove acting
state comptroller Kelly Han-
cock, calling him an “incompe-
t e n t  l o s e r , ” T h e  D a l l a s
Morning News reported. Pax-
ton said the governor should
replace him with Don Huff-
ines, who defeated Hancock in
the GOP primary race for the
post earlier this month.“Kelly
Hancock was rejected by Tex-
ans because he failed to do his
job. He failed to take me down
during impeachment, and his
career is over,” Paxton wrote
on X. “It’s time for him to be
fired.”Before his appointment
as acting comptroller, Hancock
served in the Texas Senate
and was one of two Republican
state senators who voted to
convict Paxton in his impeach-
m e n t  t r i a l .  P a x t o n  w a s
acquitted.The latest dispute
comes after Hancock sent a
letter to Paxton and to federal
officials, calling for stripping
the Houston Quran Academy
of its charter because of al-
leged ties to CAIR, the nation’s
largest Muslim civil rights ad-
vocacy organization. Abbott
has designated that group a
foreign terrorist organization.
The academy is suing to over-
turn the designation.

$116 MILLION IN FIFA SAFETY
GRANTS ANNOUNCED

The city of Houston and the
North Central Texas Council
of Governments, areas that
are both hosting FIFA World
Cup events, will receive $116
million in grants to provide for
safety personnel, equipment
and other public safety needs,
the governor’s off ice has
announced.“The FIFA World
Cup coming to Texas gives our
state a premier opportunity to
showcase all it has to offer,”
Abbott said in a news release.
“These public safety grants
will help ensure that travelers
v i s i t i n g  a n d  t r a v e l i n g
throughout Texas can enjoy
our great state safely, will bol-
ster Texas’ efforts to combat
crime, and help prevent poten-
tial acts of violence.” The mon-
ey is coming from the federal
government under the omni-
bus budget bill passed last
year. The budget provides
$625 million in federal fund-
ing to host cities across Amer-
ica. The funds are allocated for
recipients to provide extensive
security to protect venues,
players, staff and attendees
against potential terrorist at-
tacks.

LICENSE SEEKERS WILL HAVE
TO PROVE THEY’RE IN
COUNTRY LEGALLY

A n y o n e  s e e k i n g
a professional license in Tex-
as, from barbers to dog breed-
ers, will have to prove they are
in the country legally after
M a y  1 , T h e  T e x a s
Tribune reported. The state’s
Commission on Licensing and
Regulation last week adopted
a new rule that could affect
thousands of workers.A long
line of speakers at a hearing
urged the commission not to
adopt the rule, arguing it will
hamper the state’s economy
and push people to work with-
out a license. The commission
oversees the Texas Depart-

m e n t  o f  L i c e n s i n g  a n d
Regulation.“TDLR has long
been evaluating verification of
license eligibility in line with
federal law. With the transfer
of the Texas Lottery to TDLR,
the recent launch of our licens-
ing system modernization
project, and increased focus on
combatting human trafficking,
the department is moving for-
ward with lawful presence ver-
i f i c a t i o n , ”  C a r o l i n e  M .
Espinosa, a TDLR spokesper-
son,  said.TDLR attorney
Derek Burkhalter told com-
missioners that some non-cit-
izens will still be able to get
licenses if they are here legal-
ly; for example, if they were
granted asylum or admitted as
a refugee.“The proposed rules
do not impose a citizenship re-
quirement,” Burkhalter said.
“Individuals who are not U.S.
citizens may still be eligible for
licensure if they meet the eli-
gibility criteria.”

PEDESTRIAN, BICYCLIST
FATALITIES CONTINUE TO
INCREASE

With spring and warmer
weather here, there are more
pedestrians and cyclists out on
the road.More than 20% of all
Texas traffic fatalities involve
either pedestrians or cyclists,
according to the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation, which
is urging drivers to know and
follow the rules for sharing the
road.In 2024, 852 cyclists and
pedestrians were killed in
crashes on Texas roads. There
were 6,095 crashes involving
pedestrians and 2,761 crash-
es involving bicyclists. In
2025, there were 1,372 traffic
crashes involving pedestrians
in Texas and 527 traffic crash-
es involving bicyclists. In these
crashes, 186 people were
killed. “All of us share a re-
sponsibility to watch out for
each other, but people on foot
or riding a bike are most at
risk for serious injury or worse
in a crash with a car, which
means drivers must be extra
vigilant,” TxDOT Executive
Director Marc Williams said.

SLIGHTLY LESS ACTIVE
HURRICANE SEASON
PREDICTED

Hurricane season is a little
more than two months away,
and weather media outlet Ac-
cuWeather is predicting a
slightly less active season this
y e a r  t h a n  i n  2 0 2 5 ,
t h e H o u s t o n
Chronicle reported. However,
Texas and the Gulf Coast are
s t i l l  a t  r i s k  o f  b e i n g
hit.AccuWeather is forecast-
ing 11 to 16 named storms, in-
c l u d i n g  f o u r  t o  e i g h t
hurricanes. Of those, one to
three are expected to become
Category 3 or strong hurri-
canes, with winds of at least
111 mph. Three to six storms
could directly hit the United
States, including one to three
along the Gulf Coast, putting
Texas and neighboring states
at risk.Last year was the first
since 2015 without a hurricane
making a direct U.S. landfall.
Hurricane season runs from
June 1 to Nov. 30.

Gary Borders is a veteran
award-winning Texas journal-
ist. He published a number of
community newspapers in Tex-
as during a 30-year span, in-
cluding in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches, Lufkin
and Cedar Park.

Email:gborders@texaspress.com.
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Texas Releases Cancer Data,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Community leaders,
however, said those
findings fell short be-
cause they relied on
broad geographic group-
ings that made it diffi-
cult to identify specific
hotspots.

“Our community is
exposed to so many dif-
ferent toxic chemicals
and pollutants through
our air, water and soil
from the petrochemical,
marine and other indus-
tries surrounding and
embedded within our
community,” said Caro-
lyn Stone, president of
the Channelview Health
and Improvement Coa-
lition. “The impacts to
our health are some-
thing we have to worry
about and experience
far too often.”

At the request of the
Harris County Attor-
ney’s Office and Harris
County Pollution Con-
trol Services, Harris
County Public Health
conducted a more local-
ized analysis  using
available data.  The
county released both a
written report focused
on East Harris County
and an interactive GIS
map that shows cancer
incidence by census
tract throughout Harris
County.

Within the East Har-
ris County study area,

often described as the
San Jacinto River flood-
plain, the censuslevel
analysis identified ele-
vated rates of numerous
c a n c e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g
breast, cervical, colon,
kidney, leukemia, lym-
phoma,  pancreat ic ,
prostate, rectal, liver,
lung and bronchus, and
skin cancers. Brain can-
cer rates were elevated
in more than 15 census
tracts in the study area.

Advocates empha-
sized that the release is
significant not only be-
cause of the data itself,
but because of how the
information is presented
and compared.

“Access to data is only
part of the equation—
how it’s analyzed shapes
what you see,” Medcalf
said.

The county’s report
allows users to compare
cancer rates against
both Harris County av-
erages and statewide
Texas averages, a dis-
tinction community ad-
vocates say is critical.

“In a county like Har-
ris County, where over-
all disease burden can
already be high, com-
paring a neighborhood
only to the county can
mask disparities,” Med-
calf said. “Comparing to
the state helps reveal

where rates are truly el-
evated.”

THEA also noted that
methodological deci-
sions, including how
small case counts are
handled, can affect what
information is visible in
smaller communities.
Medcalf said the organi-
zation still has ques-
tions about how some
data were suppressed
and how that may limit
what residents can see.

Even so, the group
praised county officials
for responding directly
to longstanding commu-
nity concerns.

“This is what it looks
like when institutions
listen to residents and
take action,” Medcalf
said. “Harris County
d idn ’ t  jus t  r e l ease
data—they made it ac-
cessible, local and us-
able.”

Harris County Public
Health plans to host a
public webinar to walk
residents through the
assessment and explain
its key findings. Advo-
cates say the release is
not the end of the dis-
cussion, but the begin-
ning of a more informed
one.

“Communities fought
for this data,” Medcalf
said. “Now we use it to
drive accountability.”

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

learners and educators.
Financially, our district

has made remarkable
progress. We passed all au-
dits with A ratings from
FIRST, had our bond funds
released, and completed
major expansions at Cros-
by High School, including
a new CTE wing, Gray
House, and parking lot im-
provements and expan-
sions. These projects added
47 new classrooms and
learning spaces, preparing
us for continued growth.
Additionally, we are mak-
ing strides toward break-
i n g  g r o u n d  o n  o u r
long-awaited Sixth Grade
Campus, which will help
relieve overcrowding at
Crosby Middle School.
This project is a milestone
for our community, and we
are excited to see it com-
ing to life.

Beyond facilities and fi-
nances, we have reimag-
i n e d  h o w  w e  s e r v e
students and staff. One of
our most innovative chang-
es was the implementation
of a hybrid academic calen-
dar, launched in 2023. This
calendar was designed to
attract and retain the best
educators while maintain-
ing high academic stan-
dards. With full five-day

Crosby ISD celebrates five
years of growth & innovation
under Dr. Paula Patterson
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

weeks during crit ical
months for STAAR testing,
attendance has stabilized,
and our accountability
scores have improved,
showing that thoughtful
innovation can benefit our
students and teachers
alike.

In addition to these
structural improvements,
w e  h a v e  m a d e  g r e a t
strides in increasing stu-
dent achievement through
stronger curriculum and a
renewed focus on instruc-
tion. We have enhanced
our athletic and CTE pro-
grams to provide meaning-
ful opportunities for all
students and have imple-
mented important safety
upgrades and building im-
provements across cam-
puses. These efforts ensure
that our students learn in
safe, modern, and support-
ive environments while
having access to programs
that prepare them for both
college and career paths.

Just this past Decem-
ber ,  we  introduced  a
Three-Tier system for
school start times to ease
traffic congestion, improve
student attendance, and
create a smoother start to
each day. With over 7,200
students in our district and

a single main thoroughfare
running through town,
this change was necessary.
By staggering start times,
with Crosby High first,
then the elementaries, and
finally Crosby Middle
School, we’ve seen a mean-
ingful decrease in tardi-
ness, allowing students to
arrive on time and be
ready to learn.

Returning to lead the
district that shaped me
has been one of the most
rewarding experiences of
my life. I am grateful to
work with the Crosby ISD
Board of Trustees, a dedi-
cated group of community
members. Over these five
years, I have learned,
grown, and witnessed in-
credible accomplishments
across our schools. I am
proud of what we have
built together and excited
for the future. With each
initiative, each project,
and each student’s success,
from academic growth to
extracurricular excellence
and building improve-
ments, we are truly build-
ing back, brick by brick.

W i t h  w a r m
regards,Dr. Paula Patter-
sonSuperintendent of
SchoolsCrosby ISD
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SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED

A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

Operations labor needed in

Highlands.  Full time M-F.

Fluent English required.

Email donehillinc@aol.com.
9-4T

Espinosa coached the stu-
dents as they prepared
plates, turning the fundrais-
er into a hands-on learning
experience as well as a ser-
vice project.

The following Monday, the
Lions devoted their entire
regular meeting to a de-
b r i e f — r e v i e w i n g  w h a t
worked well and what could
be improved.

“Overall, I think it went
really well,” Becker said.
“For our first go at it, it real-
ly ran very smooth.”

Feedback from the public
echoed that sentiment. Many
attendees commented on how
much they enjoyed both the
food and the fellowship, often
l inger ing  to  v i s i t  wi th
friends.

The experience also pro-
vided valuable lessons for the
future. For the next fundrais-
er—date yet to be set—the
club plans to move the serv-
ing time up to 5 p.m. to bet-
ter  accommodate  those
stopping by on their way
home from work.

“I think our last customer
was just after 7 so we’ll mod-
ify our closing time too,”
Becker said.

In addition to dinner
sales, the club raised extra
funds through private dona-
tions. By the end of the night,
more than 125 tickets had
been sold, with close to
$2,000 raised overall.

With a successful first
fundraiser behind them, the
Crosby Evening Lions Club
continues to invite the com-
munity to join in its mission
of service. The club meets on
the second and fourth Mon-
day of each month at 6:30
p.m. in the Parish Hall at
Crosby Brethren Church,
5202 First Street. Meetings
typical ly  last  about  an
hour—but, as this first fund-

Crosby Evening Lions serve up success at first fundraiser,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

raiser showed, the impact of
those gatherings can extend
far beyond the meeting room.

Going into their first fund-
raiser, hopes were high as
the Crosby Evening Lions
Club sought assistance from
the community to fund their
mission of helping children,
particularly with eyeglasses,
and exams. After all, just
weeks earlier at the Chil-
dren’s Christmas Festival
sponsored by the chamber of
commerce, the club had
screened more than 125 chil-
dren and more than a fourth
of them needed a follow up
with an optometrist.

While the advertised time
for the fundraiser was 6 to 8
p.m., supporters began show-
ing up just after 5 p.m. ready
to purchase the spaghetti
dinner and dessert.

“We were actually ready,”
said President Deanna Beck-
er, “and it wasn’t a big rush.”

Former high school teach-
er, Chef Vasso Espinosa, was
perched in front of the stove
with assistance from Lee
Ann Lockwood, development
director at Churches United
In Caring, cranking out the
pasta and sauce.

The Lions also received
valuable help from the Leos
Club at Crosby High School.
Two different shifts of the
students, about a half dozen
each shift, helped man the
plate assembly line. Students
also helped carry out large
orders, assisted with the
cleanup, and much more.

Lion volunteers helped
manage the dessert table full
of sweet delicacies.

By 6 p.m. there was a
crowd of supporters flooding
the Parish Life Center at
Crosby Brethren Church on
Church Street making pur-
chases. At one point, addi-
t ional  tables  had to  be

brought out for the crowd
who ate in-house.

For Robert Cruz, the Leo
sponsor at the high school, it
was a great outing for his
club.

With the parking lot fill-
ing up, the student drivers
moved Lions Club vehicles
across the street to make
room for more customers.

Lockwood manages many
of the students who volun-
teer at the Churches United
In Caring, particularly on the
dates where they expect
heavy traffic.

All through the night, the
students were receiving
coaching from Espinosa as
they prepared the plates.

At their regularly sched-
uled meeting on Monday
night, the entirety of the
meeting was devoted to a de-
briefing on things that went
well, and the things that de-
served attention.

Many of the unsolicited
comments from the public
was they enjoyed the food
and the fellowship, many of
them staying to eat and visit
with their friends.

“There wasn’t a lot of de-
tails we missed,” Becker said.

By the end of the night,
their estimates on the food

was pretty close.
“We had only one pan of

spaghetti left with some sal-
ad, and garlic knot rolls
which we donated to the
Crosby Volunteer Fire De-
partment,” she said.

One of the items they
changed for the next fund-
raiser, the date hasn’t been
set yet, was to move up the
serving time from 6 p.m. to 5
p.m. to accommodate more of
those on their way home from
work.

“I think our last customer
was just after 7 so we’ll mod-
ify our closing time too,”
Becker said.

The club also raised addi-
tional money with private do-
nations.

Becker said.”  At last
count, they had sold over 125
tickets and raised close to
$2,000.

To join the Lions in their
mission to serve, the public
is invited to attend their
meetings on the second and
fourth Monday of the month
at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish
Hall at the Crosby Brethren
Church, on 5202 First Street.
Meetings typically last ap-
proximately one hour.

The newly formed Crosby
Evening Lions Club will host

its first-ever fundraiser on
Thursday, March 19, inviting
the community to support
the club’s mission of service
while enjoying a spaghetti
dinner.

The fundraiser will be
held at the Crosby Brethren
Church gymnasium, 5202
First Street, from 6 to 8 p.m.
and will feature a spaghetti
meal with salad, dessert, and
a drink. Tickets are $15 per
person, with options to dine
in or take meals to go.

“This is our very first
fundraiser for the newly
formed Crosby Evening Li-
ons Club,” said Deanna Beck-
er, president of the club. “We
started in September, and
we’re really looking forward
to getting the community in-
volved and letting people
know what we’re all about.”

Proceeds from the fund-
raiser will support a variety
o f  c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e
projects, with a strong focus
on vision care. According to
Becker, funds raised will
help the club donate to local
organizations and expand its
ability to provide eye screen-
ings for children in the area.

“The money will be used
for projects that we can help
and donate to, like Churches
United In Caring our local
food bank,” Becker said. “One
of our main goals is testing
children’s eyes and helping
provide doctor visits and
glasses when they’re need-
ed.”

Becker said the club is
also working toward raising
funds to purchase its own vi-
sion screening equipment, a
major step in expanding its
outreach.

The equipment costs in
the vicinity of $6,000 and do-
nations to assist in the pur-
chase would be appreciated
and go a long way in screen-

ing the community for eye is-
sues.

Although the  Crosby
Evening Lions Club is new,
Becker said members have
already been active in the
community. The club has
participated in the Children’s
Christmas Festival where
they screened more than 100
children for vision issues.
They also helped with the
Clothe-A- Child program
shopping for Christmas for
the needy, and so far, have
donated hundreds of used
eyeglasses for refurbishing.
The prescription or reader
glasses are sent to the Lions
Recycling Center in Conroe,
Texas where they will be re-
paired, sterilized, and re-
packaged for redistribution.

Becker added that the
club is also seeking new
members and encourages
residents interested in ser-
vice to attend the fundraiser
and learn more.

“We’re excited about what
we’ve already been able to do,
and this fundraiser will help
us do even more,” she said.

The Lions will have a
booth at the Crosby-Huffman
Chamber of Commerce Busi-
ness Expo next Thursday at
lunchtime. The Expo will fea-
ture area businesses and vis-
itors can lunch with chamber
members at the most popu-
lar restaurant in town, Craw-
fish Shack on FM 2100 near
the bridge.

If you have glasses to be
donated, drop them off at the
Crosby Brethren Church,
Churches United In Caring,
Sterl ing-White Funeral
Home and Cemetery, Com-
munity Resource Credit
Union, Stellar Bank, Turner
Chevrolet, and the Crosby-
Huffman Chamber of Com-
merce.

The LEOs came in two shifts to help the Lions Club members with the
fundraiser. LEO students from left, Hector Gonzalez, Ayslin Alvarez, Arely
Hernandez, Yeimy Tovar, Jehieli Rodriguez, and Amisadai Amador

SMALL ADS REPEATED
GET

RESULTS.
713-266-3444

BIG
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E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Margot Robbie, left and Jacob Elordi  star in “Wuthering Heights.”

“Wuthering Heights.”
“Avatar: Fire and

Ash” (PG-13) — After an
incredible run at the box
office that earned 20th
Century Studios $1.487
billion, the third “Avatar”
installment is out now to
rent on video on demand.
Picking up right where
“The Way of Water” left
off, “Fire and Ash” thrusts
viewers immediately into
action as Jake (Sam Wor-
thington) and Neytiri’s
(Zoe Saldana) family em-
bark on a trip to drop off
Spider (Jack Champion)
at the human scientist
camp. Of course, nothing
goes to plan as their ships
get ambushed on their
way there, leaving the
family separated and sus-
ceptible to danger. Addi-
tionally, a new Na’vi tribe
is featured, called the
Mangkwan — volcano-
dwelling killer warriors
who are led by a matriarch
named Varang (Oona
Chaplin). The world of

Pandora is still as immer-
sive and vibrant as ever!
(YouTube)

“The Bride!” (R) —
Director Maggie Gyllen-
haal (“The Lost Daugh-
ter”) and Oscar winner
Jessie Buckley (“Ham-
net”) teamed up for the
second time for this Goth-
ic romance film about the
Bride of Frankenstein.
Buckley plays the titular
character, who gets re-
vived by Dr. Euphronius
(Annette  Bening)  for
Frankenstein (Christian
Bale) to have as a compan-
ion. However, Franken-
stein’s eccentric bride had
a previous life that was
spent in the shadows, and
even though she loses her
memory when she’s re-
vived, her old life seeps
into their current reality
together. The pair also go
on an accidental killing
rampage, which keeps De-
tective Jake Wiles (Peter
Sarsgaard) and his assis-

tant, Myrna (Penelope
Cruz), hot on their tails!
Available on April 7 to
rent. (Amazon Prime Vid-
eo)

“Wuthering Heights”
(R) — This week brings us
a ton of new movies that
were awaiting their video-
on-demand release dates!
The next one up is direc-
tor Emerald Fennell’s
(“Saltburn”) reimagining
of Emily Bronte’s 1847
novel. She chose Margot
Robbie (“A Big Bold Beau-
tiful Journey”) as her
Cathy and Jacob Elordi
(“Frankenstein”) as her
Heathcliff ,  which un-
doubtedly contributed to
the film’s $236 million
gross at the box office.
Those who’ve read the
novel or seen previous ad-
aptat ions  know that
Cathy and Heathcliff’s
love story is one of trage-
dy, despair and longing.
But set against Fennell’s
uniquely modern direc-
tion, their romance would
make anyone swoon. Out
now to rent. (Fandango at
Home)

“Pillion” (R) — Last
but not least is this dark-
comedy romantic drama
led by Harry Melling
(“The Devil All the Time”)
and Alexander Skarsgard
(“Succession”).  If  you
thought the hockey show
“Heated Rivalry” was
juicy, just wait until you
rest your eyes on this film.
It follows the intimacy
journey of a shy gay man
named Colin (Melling).
Lonely and desperate to
feel intimacy, Colin en-
counters local biker Ray
(Skarsgard) and begins a
BDSM relationship with
him. At first, Colin enjoys
their strict, no-nonsense
dynamic, but after some
time, he wonders wheth-
er his feelings for Ray (and
perhaps Ray’s feelings for
him) can move their rela-
tionship into a more ro-
mantic light. Out now to
rent. (Apple TV+)

(c) 2026 King Features
Synd., Inc.
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