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2026 Little Cowpoke Pageant

d

Ayoung cowpoke
shows off her trophy
during the 2026
Little Cowpoke

Pageant at the
annual Crosby Fair &
Rodeo festivities.
See story in page 2.
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Crosby Fair & Rodeo Marks 80 Years of Tradition

Event Runs May 29 Through June 6

By Gerardo Hernandez,

CROSBY TX— For 80
years, families and rodeo
fans have gathered in Cros-
by to celebrate a tradition
rooted in Texas heritage,
agriculture and hometown
pride, and organizers say
the 2026 Crosby Fair & Ro-
deo could be one of the most
memorable events in de-
cades.

The annual celebration
returns this week with a
packed schedule featuring
rodeo competition, carnival
rides, a barbecue cook-off,
youth livestock events and
several nights of live music
aimed at bringing together
longtime fairgoers and a
new generation of fans.

Among the headliners
announced for this year’s
fair is rising country music

IN THE
STARS

Crosby Fair & Rodeo
80th Annual Parade

Date & Time: Saturday,
May 30, 2026, at 10:00 AM

Theme: “Floatin’ Into Fair
Week”

Location & Route:

The parade will begin at the
old high school parking lot
(Cougar Stadium). The route
proceeds North on F.M.
2100, North on st Street,
West on Wahl, South on F.M.
2100, and finishes at the
Crosby Middle School.

Schedule:

- 9:00 AM: Line-up begins
at the starting location.

- 10:00 AM: Parade start.

Participation:

Friends, families, represen-
tatives, and community orga-
nizations are invited to enter
a float or vehicle to kick off
the livestock show and rodeo.

Award Categories:

- Best in Show: 1st, 2nd,
and 3rd place

- Best Float: 1st, 2nd, and
3rd place

artist John Foster, who will
perform June 6 alongside
opening act The Droptines.
Foster, the runner-up from
Season 23 of “American
Idol,” has gained national
attention for his tradition-
al country sound.

Organizers described
the June 6 concert as the
type of high-energy enter-
tainment the Crosby Fair &
Rodeo has become known
for over the years.

Texas country fans will
also see Southeast Texas
duo Bottomland perform
June 5, bringing a blend of
southern rock and country
roots music shaped by
years of performing in Tex-
as honky-tonks.

Earlier in the fair week,
legendary Red Dirt band
The Great Divide will take
the stage May 30 alongside

Crosby Fair & Rodeo opens this Friday, May 29 with the start of the Cookoff
and the BAG OF DONUTS entertainment.

rising country artist Hay-
den Haddock in what orga-
nizers are calling one of the
fair’s biggest concert

nights.

Kicking off the celebra-
tion May 29 will be Louisi-
ana-based entertainment

group Bag of Donuts, known
for its elaborate costumes,
crowd interaction and “Su-
perpop” performance style
covering hits from multiple
decades promising a guar-
anteed night of emotions
and fun as they usually per-
forms in Crosby.

The 2026 Crosby Fair &
Rodeo schedule includes:

BBQ Cook-Off — May
29-30

Youth Fair — June 1-3

Live Auction — June 4

Rodeo Performances
— June 5-6

Organizers recently
launched sales for the fair’s
80th anniversary member-
ship package, which in-
cludes admission
throughout fair week, a
commemorative anniversa-
ry shirt and a membership
badge that you can buy at

Crosby rodeo website.

www.crosbyrodeo.com
Proceeds from member-
ships and events help fund
scholarships and support
agriculture and youth ed-
ucation programs in the
Crosby area.

The rodeo organization
said the event continues a
tradition dating back to
1946 and remains focused
on supporting local stu-
dents and the community
through livestock and ed-
ucational opportunities.

Additional information
and updates are available
through the Crosby Fair
& Rodeo official website
and the rodeo’s Facebook

page.

Continued. See CROSBY RODEO
OPENS MAY 29, Page 6

Crosby Woman Charged in Shooting
Death of 21-year-old Maysie Murphy

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

A 21-year-old woman
was found shot to death
inside a home in the Cros-
by area Monday afternoon,
and a 55-year-old woman
has now been charged with
murder in the case, accord-
ing to authorities. The vic-
tim was identified as
Maysie Murphy, and court
records in the active docu-
ment show Courtney
Smith is accused of caus-
ing Murphy’s death by
shooting her with a fire-
arm. Smith was later
charged with first-degree
murder, given a $1 million
bond and ordered to under-
go a psychiatric exam.

Investigators say depu-
ties were dispatched
around 3:48 p.m. to a home

.

Fifty-five year old Courtney Smith
has been charged with murder in the
first degree and currently sits in jail
for the alleged shooting of Maysie
Murphy. She is being held with a $1
million bond.

in the 17800 block of Ad-
long Johnson Road after a
woman requested to meet
with law enforcement.
When deputies arrived,
Major Ben Katrib of the
Harris County Sheriff’s
Office said the woman told

Ramsey Warns Chamber Region
Growth Demands Urgent Action

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

Harris County Precinct 3
Commissioner Tom Ramsey de-
livered a warning and a chal-
lenge to members of the
Crosby-Huffman Chamber of
Commerce, saying East Harris
County is on the verge of major
growth that will require urgent
attention to roads, drainage

and water infrastructure.

Speaking to chamber mem-
bers, Ramsey said the area’s
economic importance continues

ESTABLISHE"

to expand along with develop-

ment pressure, but public in-
vestment has not kept pace.
“Harris County is a center of
economic activity in the state of
Texas,” Ramsey said, pointing
to the Port of Houston and the
east side’s industrial base as

key drivers. But he cautioned

that mobility issues are already

becoming serious, especially with rapid residential
development expected east of Lake Houston.

“In the next 10 years, there’ll be 18,000 homes
built,” he said. “We’re not ready.”

Ramsey said one of the most urgent long-term
concerns is water supply and the threat of subsid-
ence, which occurs when too much groundwater is

Continued. See PRECINCT 3 COMMISSIONER URGES, Page 5

them she had killed her
granddaughter and her
boyfriend. Deputies then
entered the home and
found Murphy dead with
apparent gunshot wounds.
“At this point, we don’t
have any indication that a
boyfriend even exists, but
we're still actively pursu-
ing all information just to
make sure,” Katrib said.
Authorities said Mur-
phy was not biologically
related to Smith, despite
the suspect’s initial claim.
Katrib said Murphy was
“like a granddaughter to
the couple who live here,
but not by blood,” describ-
ing the young woman’s
connection to the home-
owners, who were out of
town at the time of the
shooting. Investigators be-
lieve both Smith and Mur-

phy had been staying at the
home.

Deputies had also re-
sponded to the same ad-
dress earlier in the day
after Smith reportedly said
she was “seeing demons,”
but investigators said there
was not enough informa-
tion at that time to justify
an emergency detention or-
der. As the investigation
continued, Murphy’s fami-
ly remembered her as a
bright and loving young
woman. “Maysie was such
a blessing to be around,”
her mother said in a state-
ment reported by ABC13.
Her father added that “the
world is definitely a darker
place without her.”

At one time, Murphy
worked at Straight Off The
Road restaurant on FM
2100 and left a lasting im-

pression on the staff and
customers.

“She started here in
2021 and worked for
about three or four years,”
said Sheryl Mittag, co-
owner of the restaurant.

She and her best
friend, Makenna Mans-
field, began working at
the restaurant at the
same time.

“She and I were best
friends since fifth grade,”
Mansfield said, shocked
over the loss of Murphy.

“I was with her on
Thursday. We went to the
beach together and we
were supposed to go again
today,” she said on Tues-
day.

She found out about

Continued. See TRAGIC LOSS:
BELOVED YOUNG WOMAN, Page 5

San Jacinto Community Center
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By Gerardo Hernandez,

Group Tours KPRC Studios

HOUSTON - Senior Members of the San Jacinto Community Center recently toured
the studios of KPRC 2 in Houston, getting a behind-the-scenes look at local television
broadcasting and newsroom operations.

Participants explored the station’s production areas, learned about how newscasts
are produced, and had the opportunity to see where Channel 2’s reporters and an-
chors deliver daily news coverage.

Community center organizers said the trip quickly became a favorite among at-
tendees, offering both an educational and entertaining experience for the group.

Be sure to grab your San Jacinto Community Center calendar of events and get
signed up for all the fun and exciting trips ahead —you won’t want to miss out!

(Source Tonya Kostka facebook page)

STAR-COURIER PHONES: 713-266-3444 + E-MAIL: GRAFIKSTAR @ AOL.COM ¢« ADS: 713-977-2555

NOW BOARDING: FIRST CLASS

"f VISIT CRCU.ORG/PASSPORT

Community
Resource

REDIT UNION



o

Page 2

Star % Courier / Press / North Channel STAR

THURSDAY, MAY 28, 2026

2026 Cowpoke Pageant Celebrates Croshy’s Cutest Contestants

By Gerardo Hernandez,

CROSBY TX - Western
charm, big smiles and
plenty of rodeo spirit filled
the arena as families gath-
ered for the 2026 Little
Cowpoke Pageant during
the annual Crosby Fair &
Rodeo festivities.

Organizers congratulat-
ed this year’s Cowpoke
Pageant winners after an
event they described as
“nothing short of ador-
able,” with contestants
showcasing their personal-
ities, western wear and
confidence before a sup-
portive hometown crowd.

The pageant featured
some of the “cutest little
cowpokes around Crosby,”
as young participants took
the stage in boots, hats and
rodeo-inspired outfits that
reflected the community’s
deep agricultural and
western heritage.

Among the All Ameri-
can Cowgirls division win-
ners, Syra Deaquino
earned first place in the 0-
2 age group, followed by
Capri Porzillo and Noa
Paul. In the 3-5 division,
Tatum Perry claimed first
place, while Mae Lynn
Driggers and Daisy Mor-
gan placed second and
third. Charlotte Sherrow
won the 6-8 division, with
Layken Greer finishing
second. Audrey Nethercutt
earned first place in the 9-
12 division, followed by
Ava Leal in second.

In the All American

Photo credit The Crosby Fair & Rodeo Facebook page

FREE EVENT!
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Balloon Fiesta

&Y SAVE $250 ON ALL TOURS!

MORE THAN 50 GUIDED TOURS AVAILABLE

Enjoy affordable, well-planned group travel designed especially for mature travelers.

Our guided tours include accommodations, transportation, baggage handling, sightseeing,
entrance fees, a professional Tour Director, and select meals—so you can relax and enjoy
the journey. Airfare can be added from your gateway city at an additional cost.

MUST BOOK BY 6/30

Albuquerque Balloon
Fiesta & Southwestern Tour

BASED ON SEP 25,2026 DEPARTURE

+ Witness the Albuquerque International

+ Soak up the history & culture of New
Mexico in Albuquerque and Santa Fe

+ Tour Roswell with its fascinating
exhibits of the alleged UFO crash

MUST BOOK BY 6/30

Autumn
Leaves Tour

10 DAYS STARTING AT
$3,799 $3,549'

BASED ON SEP 14, 2026 DEPARTURE

« Experience autumn in New York

« Tour one of Newport's famous
mansions

« Discoverthe Freedom Trail in Boston

+ Enjoy a guided city tour of Philadelphia

CALL US: 1-888-926-8612
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Cowboys division, Colt Ca-
marillo won the 0-2 cate-
gory, followed by Wells
Kittley and Ellis Kittley.
Moses Paul earned first
place in the 3-5 category,
while Cody Connell won
the 6-8 division.

The Rodeo Clowns Girls
division crowned Braxtynn
Wright as the 0-2 winner,
with Eva Driggers and
Kolby Larkin placing sec-
ond and third. Mae Lynn
Driggers also earned first
place honors in the 3-5 cat-
egory.

In the Rodeo Clowns
Boy division, Stetson
Wayne captured first place
in the 0-2 age group.

Families, friends and
fairgoers cheered on con-
testants throughout the
competition, helping cre-
ate a festive atmosphere
that has become a long-
time tradition of the fair
and rodeo celebration.

Event organizers also
praised every child who
participated, noting that
each contestant helped
make the event special
through their enthusiasm
and western spirit.

The Little Cowpoke
Pageant remains one of the
more family-oriented high-
lights of the annual Cros-
by Fair & Rodeo, bringing
together community mem-
bers to celebrate youth in-
volvement and local
tradition. Photo Source
(Crosby Fair & Rodeo fa-
cebook page)

GCCISD Honors Daniels Meat

By Kami Johnston

Goose Creek CISD (GC-
CISD) has officially named
Daniels Meat Market as
the Career and Technical
Education (CTE) Partner
of the Month for April.
While many know the mar-
ket as a local staple for
quality service, the busi-
ness has evolved into a vi-
tal pillar of the school
community.

Daniels Meat Market
currently serves on the
Culinary Advisory Board
and hosts teacher job shad-
ows to ensure educators
remain current on indus-
try standards. Their com-
mitment to students goes
beyond employment; the
team provides hands-on
coaching for contest prep-
aration and conducts mock
interviews to sharpen stu-

dents’ professional skills.

Recent expansions in
the partnership have al-
lowed the district’s meats
program to purchase prod-
ucts directly from the mar-
ket after Daniels became
an official vendor. This col-
laboration extends to the
FFA, where the market
supports the Ford Leader-
ship program focused on
agricultural literacy and
provides steadfast backing
for students at the Bay-
town Youth Fair.

The market’s generosi-
ty also extends to the dis-
trict’s faculty. During CTE
Month, Daniels helped cel-
ebrate all the district’s
CTE teachers with a
thoughtful gift and contin-
ued that momentum by
hosting lunches during
Teacher Appreciation
Week. Local students have

also benefited from the ex-
pertise of the market’s
owner, Mr. Jack Adcox,
who served as a distin-
guished judge for the dis-
trict’s Battle of the Bridge
Culinary Challenge.

The Daniels team con-
sistently remains available
for support and is ready to
help. This unwavering
commitment to students
and staff has cemented
their role as a dedicated
champion for the future of
the district’s CTE pro-
grams.

To learn more about
how local businesses can
partner with the Goose
Creek CISD Career and
Technical Education De-
partment, visit their web-
site,
https://schools.gccisd.net/
page/cte.

LIMITED TIME OFFER

50% OFF

Installation

$0 Down Today | Same Day Financing Available
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Erie Roofing Since 1976

Trust the Nation’s #1 Roofmg COntractor
Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service

FREE ESTIMATE
SCHEDULE TODAY!

Call1.877.508.1120

Premium Warranty Protection

Join over 400,000 satisfied homeowners
with an ultra-durable roof from Erie Home.

CALL TODAY! 1.877.508.1120

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any cther offer. Minimum purchase required. Other
restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Gffer terms and
conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being
contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using
automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms
of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers available ot eriehome.com/erielicenses/
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ON THE
HILL

Chambers County
GOP Meeting Will be
Held on June 18th

Save the Date!

The Chambers County
GOP Organizational Meeting
will be held on June 18th.

During this meeting, we
will:

* Swear in the County
Chairman and Precinct
Chairs

* Elect officers

¢ Fill committees

* Review by-laws

* Conduct other official
business of the party

We currently have three
precinct vacancies to fill —
Precincts 6, 8, and 19.

Please see the map below
for locations.

We look forward to see-
ing everyone there and con-
tinuing to build a strong
Republican team across
Chambers County!

Mont Belvieu PD Stay
Aware, Stay Safe

Always wear a helmet
when using your eBike or
eScooter. And if you're a
motorist, keep a sharp-eye
out for wayward scooters
and eBikers. A few simple
safety choices can prevent
tragedy and help everyone
get home safely.

MB Traffic Signal
Update - Effective
Immediately

At the intersection of Ea-
gle Drive & Perry Avenue,
the flashing yellow arrow
for left turns has been re-
moved. This update is de-
signed to improve safety
and keep traffic flowing
more smoothly through the
intersection.

This change is ONLY at
this intersection, all other
signals and traffic patterns
remain the same.

Barbers Hill Softball Team Soar to State
Championship Game with Dominant Wins

MONT BELVIEU - The
Barbers Hill High School
softball team has secured
a spot in the UIL Class 5A
Division I State Champi-
onship game following an
impressive 11-1 victory
over Leander in just five
innings on Thursday. This
win completes a two-game
sweep for the Eagles, who
had previously triumphed
8-1 over Leander on
Wednesday, boosting their
season record to 40-5.

The Eagles are set to
face Aledo, with a record of
31-10, in the state cham-
pionship game scheduled
for 4 p.m. on Friday, May
29, at Red & Charline Mc-

Combs Field in Austin.
This matchup is a return
to familiar territory for
Barbers Hill, who defeat-
ed Aledo in 2021 to claim

their first-ever state soft-
ball championship.

Aledo earned their place
in the final by narrowly
defeating the defending

back-to-back state champi-
on Melissa with a 5-4 vic-
tory in a decisive state
semifinal game on
Wednesday. The stage is

set for an exciting champi-
onship showdown as Bar-
bers Hill aims to add
another title to their sto-
ried history.

Dayton ISD Honors Top Graduates

DAYTON — Dayton
ISD recognized its May
Bronco PRIDE honorees
along with the district’s
top graduating students
during a recent celebra-
tion highlighting academ-
ic achievement and staff
excellence.

Teachers and district
employees were honored
for demonstrating the val-
ues of Perseverance, Re-
spect, Innovation,
Determination and Excel-
lence through their work
and service to students
across the district.

The district also cele-
brated the Class of 2026
Top 10 graduates for their
academic accomplish-
ments and leadership
throughout their high
school careers.

Bertha Cisneros was
named valedictorian,
while Jimmy Rivera
earned the title of saluta-
torian.

Other students recog-
nized among the Top 10

percent graduates were
Addison Booker, Maci
Belt, Jackson “Keegan”
Lovell, Christina Iturral-
de, Rogelio Aguilar, Hec-
tor Gonzalez, Nallely
Silva and Jocelyn Rentar-
ia.

District officials con-
gratulated the students
and staff members for
their dedication, leader-
ship and commitment to
excellence, saying their
achievements continue to
make Dayton ISD proud.

Mont Belvieu Chamber, Barbers Hill ISD
Host It’s Annual Career Day for Students

By Gerardo Hernandez,

MONT BELVIEU —
The Mont Belvieu Area
Chamber of Commerce
partnered once again
with Barbers Hill Inde-
pendent School District
to host its annual Career
Day event for Barbers
Hill High School ninth-
and 10th-grade students.

The event brought to-
gether local businesses,
government agencies and
community organizations
to introduce students to
career pathways and
workforce opportunities
available throughout the
region.

Representatives from
Lee College, the City of
Mont Belvieu and Cham-
bers County joined 23
area businesses and com-
munity partners in host-
ing informational booths
for students.

Participants shared in-
formation about educa-
tional programs, job
opportunities and future
career options in indus-
tries ranging from public

YOUR CAREER
STARTS HERE!

AREAS TO BUILD YOUR CAREER

LEE COLLH

Instrumentation Technoll

service and higher educa-
tion to skilled trades and
local business operations.

Organizers said the
event is designed to help
students begin exploring
career interests while
connecting them with
employers and organiza-
tions investing in the fu-
ture workforce of the
area.

Several students also
received $500 gift cards
through giveaways made
possible by Mont Belvieu
Chamber members, pro-
viding an added surprise
as students prepare for
summer break.

Chamber officials said
the annual Career Day
highlights the impor-
tance of collaboration be-
tween local businesses,
schools and community
partners in supporting
the next generation and
helping create a stronger
future for the communi-
ty. Source (The Mont
Belvieu Area Chamber of
Commerce Facebook

page)
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On The
Balcony

Our Screen Culture

Increasingly Can’t
Read

We’ve been having a debate about “book bans” in
recent years, but given the steep decline in student
literacy, the deeper question is how anyone would
notice whether a book is available in a school library or
not. The New York Times published an eye-opening
report on a study by the Educational Opportunity
Project at Stanford documenting steep declines in
student test scores, especially in reading.

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

By Gary Borders

I woke yesterday morning,
and my cat, Felix, was nowhere
to be found.

“Felix! Where are you?”

In the morning, I put milk
in my coffee and a little milk in
a tiny bowl for Felix, and I put

State’s Wind Projects at a Standstill

Over the past 10 years, reading scores have

declined in 83% of school districts. What looked like a
COVID-19-driven catastrophe is, instead, part of a
long-running trend. Reading scores were falling at a
similar clip prior to the pandemic, in 2017-2019, and
continued to fall into 2024. In a third of school
districts, kids are reading a full grade level below
where they were in 2015. This follows what had been a
steady increase in test scores from 1990 to the 2010s.

The ability to read is foundational to a child’s

Dozens of Texas wind
projects have been halted be-
cause the Department of De-
fense has not approved the
federal permits required for
them to move forward,
the Austin American-States-
man reported.

Data from the American
Clean Power Association indi-

TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION

acquisition, the Texas Parks
and Wildlife
Department reported.

“I am excited about this ac-
quisition,” said Superinten-
dent Cesar Mendez, “which
extends the buffer zone all the
way to Martin Luther King
Boulevard, adding some lower

both my coffee and his milk in
the microwave just long enough
for his milk to be warm. (My
mother says Felix is spoiled.
What does she know?)

But Felix was not around for
his milk. Finally, I found him
hiding under a living room
chair. I poked him, “Hey, Felix!”

He let out a little “Meep!”

elevation and flatter land to
Franklin Mountains State
Park and securing access
points (trailheads).”

With 28,000 acres — or 43

development. It enhances verbal fluency, memory, :
concentration and executive function. It is associated cate that the state has 54 wind Ok
with academic success and sundry advantages projects stalled as part of ana- | s e
throughout life. That our schools are falling down so tionwide delay affecting 165 | &1 T
badly on such an elemental matter is nothing less than  onshore wind projects. TS EA ﬁ Te9 =

a civilizational failure. President Donald Trump STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

that meant, “Don’t bug me!” He
was staring straight out from
under the chair toward the slid-
ing balcony door. It had been a
nice night, and we had left the

Our children aren’t learning to read, in part,

because we've forgotten how to teach them. We decided
to jettison a common-sensical, tried-and-true method
of reading instruction — phonics — for faddish
theories that haven’t worked. It is notable that states
showing improvement between 2022-2025 embraced
phonics, which now goes under the rubric “the science
of reading.”

It also can’t be a coincidence that these harrowing

trends are playing out against the backdrop of
ubiquitous screens in schools. Schools are starting to
ban mobile phones, but the screen that they take away
with one hand, they give with the other. According to a
New York Times survey, 80% of teachers say that
students at their schools have a device assigned to
them; it was only a third in 2019. More than 80% said
that kids get devices ... by kindergarten.

It would have been comparable recklessness if

schools had decided at the outset of the television age
that every schoolchild needed a personal TV. Parents
struggle to get their kids off devices at home, and then
send them to school, where they read “To Kill a
Mockingbird” on an iPad.

Now, books haven’t disappeared from classrooms,

has long opposed wind power.
Energy experts such
as Environment
Texas Executive
Director Luke Metzger say the
administration is using the
regulations, such as ensuring
a wind project would not affect
military airspace, as an attack
on renewable power.

“It’s hard to see this as any-
thing other than an effort to
slow or stop wind power re-
gardless of the consequences
for consumers, the environ-
ment and grid reliability,”
Metzger said.

In a statement, a defense
department official said DOD
is still evaluating the projects.

The department’s evalua-
tion of wind turbines “is inher-

By Gary Borders

in any state. In 2024, more
than 11,800 patents were is-
sued in Texas, the second high-
est in the country, after
California.

“When investments are
made in research, the returns
multiply — strengthening our
competitiveness, securing our
future and improving the lives
of all Texans,” said Fernanda
Leite, interim vice president
for research at UT-Austin.

FIRST CASE IN 2026 OF
WEST NILE VIRUS REPORTED
The year’s first case of West
Nile virus has been reported in
a Harris County resident,
the Texas Department of State

square miles -— the park is
one of the largest urban wil-
derness parks in the world. It
has more than 120 miles of
trail and is a popular site with
birders.

The acquisition helps safe-
guard the main mountain area
of desert bighorn sheep habi-
tat.

FEDERAL AID FOR
PANHANDLE WILDFIRE
VICTIMS

The Federal Emergency
Management Agency has ap-
proved a request for grant
funds to assist victims of the
Hunggate Fire in Randall
County, which has merged
with the Chocolate Chip Fire,
burning an estimated 14,000
acres and threatening more

door half open with the screen
door closed. This is not any kind
of security issue, since we live
on the 10% floor of our building
downtown.

I'looked in the direction Fe-
lix was staring.

There, sitting more or less
on top of a potted plant on the
balcony railing, was a Canadi-
an goose.

“Oh my gosh!”

“Meep!”

I went to fetch my husband,
Peter. “Peter! You would not
believe what is on the balcony.”
Then, because I knew he really
would not believe what was on
the balcony, I told him to come
and see for himself. The goose
was much too large to sit either
on the railing or in the pot

but they aren’t nearly as prevalent as they should be.
A new study by the Rand Corporation found that most
English teachers assigned at least one full book during
the school year, although 9% didn’t assign any, and
roughly two-thirds assigned between only one to four.
Engaging with a whole book in print is so
important because not all reading is equal. One

than 1,245 homes. Aid has also
been granted for the Sinky
Fire in Potter County, which
has burned more than 2,500
acres and prompted evacua-
tion of more than 500 acres.

hanging from it, but she had
somehow tipped over the pot
and was straddling it and the
pot next to it. She looked per-
fectly comfortable. She looked
like she might lay an egg.

ently complex and
time-consuming because it in-
volves balancing two critical,
and sometimes competing, in-
terests: developing energy
sources while ensuring mili-

Health Services reported. The
virus is transmitted through
the bite of infected mosquitoes,
though 80% of people infected
with West Nile never experi-
ence symptoms.

analysis found that “digital reading does improve tary operations and readiness “West Nile and other mos- “Texas has “Oh my gosh!” Peter said.
comprehension skills, but the beneficial effect is are not degraded or impaired  quito-borne illnesses areafact ~ secured federal resources And with that, the goose de-
between six and seven times smaller than that of print  to the extent an unacceptable  of life in Texas in the warmer ~to further guard cided her tranquil resting spot

was getting a little too crowd-
ed, and she took off. Her great
wings lifted her up from my
toppled plant, and she flew
away. Felix arched his back
and watched in amazement.
We heard her call as she flew
off, and Felix scampered over
to the screen door to see if she
was truly gone—or perhaps to

risk to national security is cre- against wildfire threats in the

ated,” the official said.

reading.” So, too, reading a book is better than reading
a series of extended passages; it requires more
attention and greater immersion.

As education expert Robert Pondiscio of the
American Enterprise Institute points out, it’s a
mistake to think of reading as solely a technical skill,
since reading comprehension also depends on what the
great educational theorist E.D. Hirsch called “cultural
literacy,” the basic facts about history, civics, art and
the like that form our common knowledge. To our great
detriment, schools have downgraded this, too.

months, and all Texans should
take precautions against mos- Panhandle,” said Gov. Greg
quito bites to stay safe and Abbott. “With this grant ap-
healthy,” said DSHS Commis- P r o0 Vv a 1,
sioner Jennifer A. Texas has additional tools to
Shuford. She advised remov- help Texans remain safe
ing standing water from homes ~ from wildfire danger.”

and yards, such as in buckets, The approval of a Fire Man-
old tires and other items. agement Assistance Grant

The Symptoms experienced makes the state ehglble for

R&D PLAYS VITAL ROLE IN
STATE'S ECONOMY

Texas is one of the top five
states contributing to research
and development, according to
a recent report from the state
comptroller’s office.

The worst-case scenario is that we have become a

screen culture that is only capable of producing screen
kids. A report last year in the journal iScience found
that reading for pleasure steadily declined from 2003
to 2023. On top of evidence that reading also fell from
the 1940s to 2003, this makes for an 80-year decline.

The poet and essayist Joseph Brodsky said, “There

are worse crimes than burning books. One of them is
not reading them.” And not being capable of reading
them is even worse than that.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2026 by King Features Synd., Inc.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Opinions expressed here are not
necessarily that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR
OPINION is welcome. Send a letter for possible
publication to Grafikpress Newspapers, 5832 Star Lane,
Houston TX 77057 or an email to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com.
Please limit your words to about 200. Letters will be

The federal Bureau of Eco-
nomic Analysis estimates
R&D’s contribution to gross
domestic product, “after ac-
counting for the resources used
to produce goods and services,
employment and compensa-
tion from 2012 to 2023.”

The R&D value added by
Texas businesses reached
$29.2 billion in 2023, a 131%
increase from 2012. Further,
R&D in the state supplied
nearly 195,000 jobs and $30.1
billion in wages, salaries and
benefits in 2023.

Texas has 15 Tier 1 colleg-
es and universities, the most

by the unlucky 20% include fe-
ver, headache, nausea, muscle
and joint aches, and fatigue.
Though rare, West Nile virus
can be fatal.

In the past five years, there
have been 976 cases of West
Nile in Texas, according to
DSHS, with 106 deaths during
that period.

FRANKLIN MOUNTAINS
STATE PARK GROWS BY
1,000 ACRES

Franklin Mountains State
Park, 15 minutes from El Paso,
isnow 1,054 acres larger to the
east as the result of a new land

subject to editing. Thank you.

“Learning how to be still,
to really be still and let life
happen — that stillness
becomes a radiance.”

— Morgan Freeman

© 2026 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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75% reimbursement from the
federal government for eligible
costs associated with wildfire
suppression. These grants are
available to states, counties
and cities to support the miti-
gation, management, and con-
trol of fires that threaten to
become major disasters.

BROKER IMPOSTER SCAMS
BEING REPORTED

Several attempted broker-
imposter scams over the past
few months have prompted the
Texas Department of Banking
to warn that such ruses could
pose a significant threat to fi-
nancial institutions and con-
sumers.

According to a TDB news
release, “consumers are target-
ed after conducting searches
for high-rate investment op-
portunities. Individuals con-
tacted by the fraudsters are
often not existing bank cus-
tomers and are located across
the United States.”

Some red flags to look for
are cold calls, an incorrect or
bogus email address, low-risk/
high-reward offers, and un-
usual funding procedures.

Anyone who is targeted by
a broker imposter is encour-
aged to contact the Financial
Industry Regulatory Authori-
ty at finra.org.

Gary Borders is a veteran
award-winning Texas journal-
ist. He published a number of
community newspapers in
Texas during a 30-year span,
including in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches, Lufkin
and Cedar Park.

Email: ghorders@texaspress.com

see if there were more geese
coming to take her place.

I have no idea how a goose
landed on our balcony, 10 sto-
ries in the air. Landing on a
narrow railing—even with a
potted plant as a landing pad—
demonstrates a kind of agility
I honestly didn’t think geese
were capable of.

The last couple of days, I've
felt a little unsettled. I feel as
if I'm going through a lot of
changes very quickly and I
haven’t had enough time to ab-
sorb them all. I feel as if my feet
are not quite on the ground. I
feel considerably less at ease
than that goose, balanced on a
railing 10 stories in the air. It’s
disorienting, and it sometimes
makes me a little crabby.

Changes are almost never
what [ expect them to be. [ have
an idea of how things will be
and, whatever that looks like in
my head, it’s different in real
life. Even if the change is a good
one, it’s not as easy as I imag-
ined it would be, and it’s cer-
tainly not as comfortable.

But I know that I would not
want a life that never changed
and—even if I wanted it—
change will come, regardless.
My only choice is how I greet
change and how much grace I
bring to the situation.

This morning, I'm learning
from Felix. He’s no longer hid-
ing under the chair. He’s keep-
ing an eye on the balcony door.
Anything could happen on the
balcony.

Till next time,
Carrie
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Tragic loss: beloved young
woman murdered in
Crosby home, suspect held
on $1 million bond,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Murphy’s murder from her
mom.

“She had texted me
around 7 and asked if T had
talked to her that day and
I told her no,” Mansfield
said. Concerned about her
friend, she texted her im-
mediately to see what she
was doing and got no re-
sponse.

Around 8:30 that night,
Maysie’s mom texted
Mansfield to let her know
she was no longer with
them anymore.

“I called her mom and
she told me what hap-
pened and that the lady
who killed her was in cus-
tody,” she said.

Murphy’s grandparents
were out of town on a
cruise when the murder
occurred in their home.
Mansfield said she didn’t
know Smith well, but said
the grandparents met
Smith on TikTok and
somehow, she ended up
moving into their house
about a year-and-a-half
ago.

“She was the best em-
ployee ever,” Mittag said.
“She was so full of life,
dancing all the time, al-
ways happy, smiling, out-
going personality.”

Mittag said she was al-
ways well-kept, beautiful,
took care of herself, and
looked great when she
came in for work.

“She would do anything
for anybody,” the owner

Maysie Murphy lost her life last Monday in a senseless shooting in Crosby.
Family and friends say she was so full of life and loved by everyone she

came in contact with each day.

said.

Following graduation,
she moved on to work at
Cactus Jack’s, but never
forgot Mittag and her
friends at SOTR.

“She would come by and
visit. Last Saturday, the
day before she died, I was
short employees and need-
ed someone to run food.
Even though she worked a
shift at Cactus Jack’s, she
still came in after she got
off and worked here Satur-
day night,” Mittag said.
“That’s just the kind of per-

son she was. She hugged
me when she left that
night and told me, ‘If you
ever need me again, I'll fill
in for you.”

It was the last words
she had with Murphy.

“Ijust can’t believe she’s
gone,” Mittag said.

Smith has been charged
with First Degree Murder
and in the 177" State Dis-
trict Court was given a $1
million bond. She has yet
to post bond. She was or-
dered to undergo a psychi-
atric exam.

Texas Leads in Immigration
Detention as Crossings plummet

By Gary Borders,

Texas continues to lead
the country in the number
of people held in detention
centers, even as unautho-
rized border crossings
plunge, the Houston
Chronicle reported.

As of early April, the
daily average in Texas
was nearly 18,000 people.
That’s more than twice
the average number of im-
migrants held in Louisi-
ana, the second highest,
with about 8,100 per day.

Texas’ high numbers
are partly due to the
state’s numerous deten-

e

tion centers and a ruling
from the 5th Circuit
Court of Appeals that up-
held the practice of hold-

ing immigrants until their
removal proceedings con-
clude.

“The 5th Circuit is not
immigrant-friendly, and
it’s easier to remove peo-
ple who are detained in
the Texas facilities,”
said Zenobia Lai, execu-
tive director of the Hous-
ton Immigration Legal
Services Collaborative.

A spokesperson for the
Department of Homeland
Security said decisions on
where detainees are held
are made on a “case-by-
case basis in accordance
with U.S. law.”

- Softer, cleaner water.

- One-day installation.

*As a mom with two young
daughters, and a doula who
stresses the importance of
hydration, providing my family
and clients with safer, cleaner
water is very important tome.
I'm grateful for companies like
Leaf Home that understand my
needs and can provide the right
solutions.”

 Cleaner, safer water
for healthier living.

Reduce contaminants in your homes water
and enjoy the benefits of whole home filtration.

- Removes over 99% of harmful contaminants.

Better Water in 3 Simple Steps

& LeafHome

Water Solutions

3.0ne-day installation

WELC OMF

Save up to

25% off

A custom whole-home water system*

1(844) 991-2369

Promo: 402 - Exp: 12/31/25

*Promotional offerinclides 1% off plus an addtional 10% off for qualfied veterans
andor seriors. Oncouponper household No obligation estimate valid for yaar. M
262100627, MN PCTII379, NG 87823, L.3304€, PA PAIT2050, TX 44085, W1 1423690

Precinct 3 Commissioner
urges infrastructure focus
as 18,000 homes planned,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

pumped from the ground.
He said the region cannot
rely solely on wells as
thousands of new homes
are added and must in-
stead move toward surface
water, even if it brings
higher utility costs.

“We need surface wa-
ter,” Ramsey said. “What
we need to do is get as
many people as possible on
surface water.” He warned
that ignoring the issue
could lead to serious con-
sequences, including sink-
ing land and increased
flooding, noting that sub-
sidence has already caused
major damage in other
parts of Harris County,
particularly Katy.

Ramsey also used his
remarks to encourage civ-
ic participation, urging
those in attendance not to
overlook local elections or
Memorial Day observanc-
es.

“Please don’t forget to
vote,” he said. “I’m not
even going to tell you how
to vote. I'm going to tell
you, go vote.”

Joining Ramsey at the
event was Precinct 3 Road
and Bridge Director Jenni-
fer Amanti, who provided
an update on infrastruc-
ture projects across the
area. Amanti said the
county has spent roughly
$80 million on infrastruc-
ture east of Lake Houston,
including work in Huff-
man, Crosby, Highlands,
Barrett and Channelview.

She said one of the top
priorities remains Crosby-
Dayton Road, especially
near the Ramsey Road in-
tersection, where traffic
and road conditions have
become a major concern.

“That intersection at
Ramsey is probably the
worst,” Amanti said. “It’s
definitely one of the worst
intersections we have out
here.”

Amanti said the county

is currently working with
an engineering firm to de-
sign improvements to
Crosby-Dayton Road, with
reconstruction expected in
the next fiscal year. She
said the project is especial-
ly complex because con-
crete lies beneath the
asphalt, making repairs
more expensive and diffi-
cult.

Other projects in the
area include the comple-
tion of work on Holy Road,
Reidland, and Foley Road.
Plum Grove up north has
been completed along with
Shields, and Van Road.

“We know there’s a lot
of asphalt in Newport that
needs to be reconstructed,
so we've started design on
that, really breaking New-
port into packages, ad-
dressing the concrete and
the asphalt. Also in New-
port is Patio Woods, which
I'm sure you all are famil-
iar with. Patio Woods right
now is a private area, so we
don’t maintain it, but
we’ve actually gotten fed-
eral funding to go in there
and redo Patio Woods. fix
the drainage, fix the road-
ways, and then take it on
for maintenance. So that’s
a big deal for that area,”
she said.

Amanti also said the
county is beginning a pilot
project in road mainte-
nance.

“You might notice on
Lindstrom, there’s some
areas that are missing.
Well, it was missing the
surface before, but now it’s
really missing the surface
because we’ve cut out large
sections and dug it out.
We're the first in the coun-
ty to try taking tires from
the landfill. They're actu-
ally tires that come from
Precinct 3. So our trucks
that we use, our equip-
ment, tires that get
dumped on the side of the
road, we’re putting them in

as a base course, filling it
with aggregate and then
paving over it,” she said.

Studies that have been
done in other parts of the
country have shown that
could last, 20 to 30 years
with those types of base
repairs.

“We’ve done some test
patches on Lindstrom
right over here. We're go-
ing to see how those hold
up. I know they still need
to be paved, but we’re
working on that,” she said.

She said they also have
a project on Krenek from
90 to Bohemian Hall in de-
sign right now.

Ramsey also said with
the new growth coming to
the east side, a surface
water plant will be neces-
sary.

“I am working with the
area MUD districts. We're
gonna get it figured out.
We'’ve got a potential plan
to get a surface water plant
built near here and will
provide surface water, but
I’'m just preparing you.
What we need to do is get
as many people as possible
on surface water and that
will affect your bill. But be-
lieve me, that’s a lot bet-
ter than your area sinking
5 feet and dealing with the
flooding,” he warned.

Throughout the ad-
dress, Ramsey returned to
the same central message:
growth is coming whether
the region is fully prepared
or not, and local leaders
must act now to keep infra-
structure from falling even
further behind.

For business and civic
leaders in the Crosby-
Huffman area, the speech
served as both an update
and a call to action — one
that framed road capacity,
water planning and re-
gional coordination as es-
sential to the community’s
future.

SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

Up to 10-Year

Instant shade—at the
touch of a button.

Enjoy more quality time
with family and friends.

Limited Warranty.

Call 1-855-680-0233 now to
SAVE $350 TODAY!

America’s #1 Awning!

The World’s First Hearing Aids
With Touchscreen Controls.

Call 844-545-027

Revolutionary technology with

touchscreen control.

UV cleaning.

N N N N N X R N N N

Lifetime support.

48-hour battery life.

45-day risk free trial.

Hearing modes for any environment.
Multiple models to choose from.

Portable charging case.

Background noise cancellation.

Proudly located in the U.S.A.

Free shipping direct to your door.

1.5 million+ happy customers.

to get your 45-day
risk free trial.

fln Audien Hearing
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2026 Crosby Fair & Rodeo Performers

Bag of Donuts

FRIDAY JUNE 5 - BOTTOMLAND

\_

COOK YOVTH LIVE

OFF FaIe AvcTIon ROPES

MAY 29-30 JVHNE -3 JVNE ¢ JVNE S-6

SATURDAY MAY 30 -
-HAYDEN HADDOCK
(OPENER]

TTE DROPTINES

SATURDAY JUNE 6 -- THE DROPTINES
(OPENER]

)

CARRS ISR
NS

Call 713-266-3444

Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

. |
ROOM FOR RENT ROOM FOR RENT

Furnished Room for Rent - Seniors 50+
$700/month (incl. gas/water/elec)
Deposit: $700
Crosby (Newport Pointe)
Serious Inquiries only:
barbhankins2025@gmail.com
Ready for Move in.

17-3T

|
LEGAL NOTICE

|
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Public Sale of property to satisfy landlord' ien.
Sale to be held at STEVE'S STORAGE, LLCat 5625 Hiwy 90,
Crosby, TX 77532 on June 7, 2026, at 8:00 am. Ttems sold
as-is to highest CASH bidder. Property contents of tenant
spaces of SHARMON D GRELA and ALVIN T BRINKMAN:

Furniture, tools, etc.
20-2T

DENTAL
lNnsurance

Big dental bills? -y
Get protection.

Coverage for cleanings, fillings, crowns —
even dentures! Get dental insurance from
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company, Inc.

Go to any dentist, No deductible,
no annual
maximum

Helps cover
over 400
procedures

100% preventive
care when you see but save more with
in-network dentist one in our network

Get your FREE o
Information Kit =
It's easy!
Call or scan today

1-855-402-1603

~ - ey or go to
b w - Dental50PIlus.com/Crosby

%

Product/features not available in all states. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. To find
a network provider, go to physiciansmutual.com/find-dentist. This specific offer not available in CO, KS, NY, OR - call
1-800-969-4781 or respond for a similar offer in your state. Certificate C254/B465, (10: C254ID; PA: C254PA); Insurance

Policy P154/B469 (GA: P154GA: OK: P1540K; TN: PI54TN).
6370

SCAN
NOW!

Donate Your Car

Imagine the
- Difference You
Can Make

Every donated vehicle will be properly recycled,
reducing waste and harmful emissions.

|
FREE Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible and
TOWING & TAX the proceeds help provide services to help the
DEDUCTIBLE blind and visually impaired
When you donate your car, you'll receive:

v a$200 restaurant voucher

v/ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay
at one of 50 locations

s |

Call 1-866-413-5094

(.Heriﬁge
~ for lth]ind

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money B u s . n e s s D l rec t o ry SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

Graphlcs Unlimited, Inc

CORPORATE GRAPHICS AT ITS BEST

Signs & Banners
281-462-1200

www.graphicsunlimitedinc.net
213 Kernohan ¢ Croshy, TX 77532

WESTON COTITEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS
281-421-4050 1500 E. Wallisville Rd.

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL
SPECIALIZATION

r*ﬁfﬂ"”
H oo PULL SERVICE VEHICLE INSPECTIONS
IN]S 1o | R o )
AAAGE DONN JORNNY GAERE 9115, MAIN
OW/NERINSPECTOR HIGHLANDS TX. 77562
281-428-1187 .
1-800-345-8471 - T
Sales & Repair Service HILL roces
MATERIALS 'LIMESTONE
Baytown,Texas 119 Listi Ln, Highlands hillmaterials.com
John Henderson WE DELIVER TO YOU
628 CEdar Bayou Rd. resgfgn?a:’.-)cosn?ng’;ggrglgm'al

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package
13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package
Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

RODNEY SIMS FIREARMS

FIREARMS INSTRUCTOR
LTC COURSES
GUN SALES

RODNEYSSIMS70@GMAIL.COM
(936) 391-5746
CROSBY, TEXAS
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From left, Lili Reinhart, Victoria Pedretti and Alexandra Shipp star in

“Forbidden Fruits.”

“Forbidden Fruits”

“The Four Seasons:
Season 2” (TV-MA) —
Viewers who caught season
1 of this slice-of-life drame-
dy series should be excited
that another round of the
four seasons lands in our
laps on May 28! Season 2
kicks off after the passing of
Steve Carell’s (“Rooster”)
character, Nick, and his
friends (portrayed by Tina
Fey, Will Forte and Colman
Domingo) are naturally
grieving his passing — each
in their own special and dif-
ferent way. But they still
vow to keep up their tradi-
tion of vacationing togeth-
er, along with Nick’s ex-wife
(played by Kerri Kenney-
Silver) and his expecting
girlfriend (Erika Henning-
sen). Fey teased to Netflix,
“They have to learn to re-
form as a group in a differ-
ent configuration.”
Whatever the configura-
tion, I'm sure it’ll be enter-
taining to watch! (Netflix)

“Summer House: Sea-
son 10 Reunion” (TV-MA)

— If you are in the Bravo
realm and have been watch-
ing the recent scandal un-
fold, you’ll be just as hyped
as the rest of “Summer
House” fans to finally watch
the season 10 reunion. The
first episode of the three-
part reunion premieres May
26, when Andy Cohen
(“Watch What Happens
Live”) will ask intense per-
sonal questions to the cast.
Stars Amanda Batula and
West Wilson recently
rocked the internet when
news of a romantic affair be-
tween the two surfaced on-
line. Criticism from fans
stems from Batula being a
close friend of co-star Ciara
Miller, who is Wilson’s ex-
girlfriend and still some-
what intertwined with
Wilson herself. Not to men-
tion, Batula’s still technical-
ly married to Kyle Cooke,
who’s been the main star of
the show since season 1.
Talk about messy! Can’t
wait! (Peacock)

“Mother Mary” (R) —

One of A24’s latest releases
didn’t do so hot at the box
office, scraping together $3
million against a $20 mil-
lion budget. (Luckily, its
main star also just had an-
other major movie release.)
Anne Hathaway (“The Devil
Wears Prada 2”) leads this
psychological drama film
about a pop icon named
Mother Mary, who recon-
nects with her former best
friend, Sam (Michaela
Coel), on the night of her
comeback performance. The
performance is meant to
smooth over a previous ac-
cident, where Mary was
suspected of trying to com-
mit suicide on stage. Al-
though Sam’s grown to
resent Mary after their fall-
out, she agrees to design her
a dress for the performance.
Through this vulnerable
moment, the two friends
can repair the wound that
infected their friendship —
and release a few emotion-
al demons as well. Out now
to rent. (Amazon Prime Vid-
o)

“Forbidden Fruits”
(R) — This comedy-horror
film is based on a stage play
written by Lily Houghton
and landed a handful of
young actresses to tell its
story on the big screen. Lili
Reinhart (“Riverdale”) stars
as a girl named Apple, who
works with her friends Fig
(Alexandra Shipp) and
Cherry (Victoria Pedretti)
at a clothing store in a Dal-
las shopping mall. When
Pumpkin (Lola Tung), a girl
from the pretzel counter at
the food court, expresses
her interest in working at
the store, Apple reveals that
their trio is a coven of witch-
es. To work at the store,
Pumpkin must be initiated
and follow Apple’s rules to
a T. But little do the other
girls know that Pumpkin
has a secret of her own. The
film is out now to rent and
features Emma Chamber-
lain (“YOLO”) and Gabrielle
Union (“Goat”) in smaller
roles. (Fandango at Home)

(c) 2026 King Features
Synd., Inc.
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by Dana

Q:What ever happened to French ac-
tress Marion Cotillard? She was every-
where for a long time. — W.P.

A: After winning an Oscar in 2008 for
the film “La Vie en Rose,” she filmed one
movie after another, and another, and
another. She gave birth to her son, Mar-
cel, in 2011 and to her daughter, Louise,
in 2017. She’s actually been quite busy
acting since then, but she did take some
time off to spend with her children.

Most recently, she played a European
executive on season four of Apple TV+’s
“The Morning Show,” while being very
selective about her next film project. She
currently has two very different movies
debuting at the prestigious Cannes Film
Festival — the psychological thriller “Kar-
ma” and the comedy-drama “Roma Elas-
tica.”

skeksk

Q:I read that one of my favorite shows
“High Potential” isn’t going to be back
with new episodes until 2027. Why are
they doing this? Wasn’t it one of the most
highly rated shows last year? — J.S.

A: When ABC recently announced its
fall schedule, several of its hits were no-
ticeably absent, and ratings definitely
weren’t the issue. “High Potential,” for
example, drew in more than 12 million
viewers for its season two finale in April.
However, senior VP Ari Goldman ex-
plained during the presentation in May
that they “want to give viewers a chance
to watch these shows with as little inter-
ruption as possible across the season.”

Two other hit shows with ABC, “The
Rookie” and “Will Trent,” didn’t debut new
episodes until midseason in 2024 and
2025. Both are hits, so it looks like Gold-
man knows what he’s talking about. Fans
of “High Potential” were annoyed last win-
ter when the show took an early and ex-
ceptionally long winter break. This way,
when it launches its third season in Jan-
uary 2027, there shouldn’t be too many
breaks between episodes.

In the meantime, “R.J. Decker,” star-
ring Scott Speedman (“Felicity”), will
jump into the post-"Dancing with the
Stars” Tuesday night time slot that was
once occupied by “High Potential.” While
Speedman’s show generated much criti-

exgtra

Jaclkson

Marion Cotillard (Upcoming in “Roma Elastica”)

cal acclaim during its first short season,
its ratings could use a boost. It’ll be in-
teresting to see if it can attract close to
12 million viewers for its second season
finale, but it certainly won’t be from a
lack of trying on ABC’s part.

sk

Q: Is it true that there’s going to be a
Wordle game show? How will it work? Is
it celebrities or just regular smart peo-
ple? —R.R.

A:Yes, the extremely popular New
York Times word puzzle game is coming
to NBC sometime in 2027. Filming will
take place this summer in England. It'll
be hosted by “Today’s” Savannah Guth-
rie and produced by Jimmy Fallon (“The
Tonight Show”).

According to NBCUniversal, “the most
obsessed and competitive players will
team up in squads and go head-to-head
in the ‘Wordle’ arena.” I wouldn’t be sur-
prised if there’s a celebrity version, much
like “Jeopardy!” does for primetime spe-
cials.

If you’re interested in competing, sign
up at Wordle.CastingCrane.com.

Send me your questions
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.com.

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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CONVENIENT, ADVANCED
MAMMOGRAMS FOR YOU

Taking care of your breast health is important. And early
detection starts with your annual mammogram.
That’s why Houston Methodist Breast Care Centers offer:

W. BAKER RD.

= |nnovative imaging technology ] Baytown
= Board-certified breast radiologists ,
= Online scheduling available when you are ¢ \® f
= 13 convenient locations across Houston

® Gan®

Using cutting-edge breast screenings, such as 3D e )
mammograms, to detect even the smallest lumps with )

accuracy, our breast experts have decades of experience

and are all here to support you. L e

That's the difference between practicing medicine
and leading it. For you.

*Pearland offers screening mammograms only

I

halist
Met ISt houstonmethodist.org/mammogram

LEADING MEDICINE 346.356.PINK (7465)
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