
Serving Highlands, Crosby, Huffman and Surrounding Communities
since 1955  •  www.starcouriernews.com

VOL. 73, NO. 22 – $1.00 THURSDAY, JUNE 4, 2026© Copyright 2026 HIGHLANDS, TEXAS 77562

STAR-COURIER PHONES: 713-266-3444 • E-MAIL: GRAFIKSTAR @ AOL.COM • ADS: 713-977-2555

Memorial Day Services

Don Davis, U.S. Navy, played a soul-stirring rendition
of Taps during the ceremony at Sterling-White
Cemetery in Highlands. See story in pages 1 & 6.

✯
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Taps, Tribute and Tradition Mark
The Memorial Day Ceremony

Continued. See STRATFORD
LIBRARY AND COMMUNITY, Page 5

Continued. See VETERANS,SCOUTS AND
COMMUNITY MEMBERS GATHER, Page 6

Unearth a Story: Summer Reading
Program Brings Fun-Filled Lineup
to Families in Highlands Libraries

Annual Crosby Fair & Rodeo Parade

Continued. See CROSBY RODEO OPENS WITH CONCERT, PARADE, Page 2

BH EAGLES SOFTBALL TEAM
CAPTURE STATE TITLE, Page 3

DPS CHANGES CDL
WRITTEN TEST, Page 5

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

The Crosby Fair and
Rodeo kicked off with a
concert Friday night with
fan favorites Bag of Dough-
nuts and then the annual
parade Saturday morning.

Parade winners in the
Best Float category were
First Place—Crosby FFA,
Second Place—St. Francis
Creative Farms, and Third
Place—Trusted Insurance
Group. In the Best in Show
category, Crosby High
School Junior ROTC took
First Place, followed by
Rancho Gaviria in Second
Place, and Crosby Volun-

Crosby FFA, First Place, Best Float Crosby High School Junior ROTC, First Place, Best In Show

teer Fire Department Fire/Water Rescue in Third Place.
To learn more about festivities, visit their website at www.crosbyrodeo.com.

Stratford Library Branch Manager Lisa Blackwell, left, assists a new user of
the library with a new library card and intives her to this year’s summer
reading program.(Photo by David Taylor)

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

HIGHLANDS — The
mournful notes of Taps
drifted across the 80-acre
grounds of Sterling-White
Cemetery on Monday
morning as community
members gathered to hon-
or the nation’s fallen ser-
vice members during a
Memorial Day ceremony
in Highlands.

The solemn observance
featured the reading of
dozens of names of veter-
ans who died during the
past year and were buried
at Sterling-White. Veter-
an Don Guillory of the
Crosby American Legion
read each name aloud,
while fellow veteran Dois

Veteran Dois Sutton, from the Crosby American
Legion, rang the bell at the announcement of
each name of a veteran who was buried this year
at Sterling-White Cemetery.

The cemetery was splashed with the nation’s colors and flags on several of the avenues and throughout
the cemetery on the graves of veterans.

Sutton rang a bell after
every name, creating a
moving cadence of re-
membrance across the
cemetery.

“As we begin this service, may we take a
moment to reflect on the courage, dedication
and selflessness of those we honor today,” said
Isabelle Dion, owner of Sterling-White Funer-
al Home in Highlands. “And may we also keep

HIGHLANDS - Fami-
lies in Highlands and sur-
rounding communities are
enjoying a summer full of
learning and entertain-
ment as the Harris Coun-
ty Public Library 2026
Summer Reading Program
continues with an exciting
lineup of interactive events
for children and families.

The program officially
kicked off May 28th with a
special appearance by the
Astros’ mascot, Orbit at

Cathy and Astro swag winner

the San Jacinto Communi-
ty Center. Children and
families enjoyed an after-
noon filled with stories,
games, activities, and
plenty of Astros spirit as
Orbit helped launch the
summer celebration of
reading. There was plenty
of fun had by all during the
h i g h - e n e r g y  o p e n i n g
event, where children also
received Astros-themed
door prizes donated by the
Friends of the Stratford

Library. One photo accom-
panying this article fea-
tures AJ, who won an
Astros player bobblehead.
His father smiled and com-
mented, “The player was
on the team when I was
your age.”

Throughout June and
July, the Summer Reading
Program will continue to
offer a wide variety of edu-

Graduation: A Team Event
CROSBY SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE

Dr. Paula Patterson
Crosby Superintendent

Every year, Crosby ISD
has the honor of graduat-
ing another remarkable
group of Cougars and
sending them into the
world a little more pre-
pared than they were be-
fore. The pride I feel for our
students is immeasurable,
but graduation is never the
result of one person, ten
people, or even one hun-
dred people. It truly is a
team effort.

Helping a group of ever-
growing and ever-chang-
ing five-year-olds learn,
grow, and progress from
one grade level to the next
until they take that final
walk across the stage re-
quires years of dedication
from countless individuals.
One group that often goes
unnoticed during this mag-
ical season is our Crosby
ISD counselors and grad-
uation committee. These
educators and staff mem-
bers carry much of the re-
sponsibility for ensuring
graduation night is a suc-
cess.

On average, our counse-
lors and graduation com-
m i t t e e ,  m a d e  u p  o f

registrars, secretaries, as-
sistant principals, and
many other essential team
members, spend nearly 100
hours preparing for this
milestone event each year.
Yet their work goes far be-
yond organizing chairs,
gowns, and cords. Their
work is about students, and
it is driven by numbers that
represent years of effort
and achievement.

5 — The number of EOC
exams students must pass
in order to graduate.

11 — The number of
times the graduation com-
mittee has revised and re-
worked the lineup for the
big day.

26 — The number of

credits each student must
earn before graduation.

409 — The number of
industry certifications
earned through our CTE
programs by members of
the graduating class at
the time this letter was
written.

494 — The number of
Cougar seniors who will
walk across the stage on
May 29.

All of these numbers
come together to create a
three-hour celebration
honoring our students
and their accomplish-
ments. Not a single mo-
ment of that evening
could happen without the
dedication of our gradua-
tion committee. From
monitoring transcripts
beg inning  in  midd le
school to hand-calculating
GPAs for the Top 5% of
students, this team works
tirelessly to ensure grad-
uation night is as seam-
less and meaningful as
possible.

During this school year

Continued. See CROSBY
SUPERINTENDENT, page 2

J o i n  t h e  H i g h l a n d s -
Lynchburg Chamber of
Commerce for an evening
of networking, conversa-
tion, and community con-
nection. This casual social
mixer encourages profes-
sionals to bring their busi-
ness cards and a friend to
enjoy an evening of good
company and local flavor.

WHEN:
Thursday, June 11th
5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
WHERE:
Daniel’s Meat Market
WHAT TO EXPECT:
Networking
• Conversations
• Community
Connections

INFO & RSVP:
For more information, vis-

it allabouthighlands.org.
Come see what the buzz is
about!

EVENT: Biz & Bubbly
Networking Mix
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Behind every graduate is a
team dedicated to student
achievement,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

alone, the Crosby High
School Counseling Office
has welcomed and sup-
ported members of the se-
nior class 1,941 times as
counselors worked to help
471 seniors remain on
track for  graduation.
These senior student visits
included 395 transcript re-
views, 401 meetings fo-
cused on college and career
planning, and 424 conver-
sations centered on aca-
demic progress, career
pathways, and graduation
goals, along with many
more daily conversations
in which counselors pro-
vided guidance, encourage-
ment, and support to our

students.
Graduation has always

been, and will always be,
a team event. The work re-
quired to make a single
evening successful begins
long before the stage is
constructed. In many cas-
es, it begins nearly six
years earlier, when stu-
dents first start earning
high school credits in sev-
enth grade. From that mo-
m e n t  f o r w a r d ,  o u r
counselors and graduation
committee walk beside
them every step of the way.

It is with tremendous
pride that I congratulate
the Class of 2026. I also

want to recognize and cel-
ebrate the incredible team
of individuals who helped
make this achievement
possible. While the gradu-
ation committee may pack
away the caps and gowns
the day after commence-
ment, they will quickly re-
turn to preparing the next
class of Cougars for their
own moment to shine.

They are truly commit-
ted to students, each and
every student, each and
every day.

W i t h  w a r m t h  a n d
pride,Dr. Paula Patterson-
Superintendent of Schools,
C r o s b y  I n d e p e n d e n t
School District

Crosby fair and rodeo opens
with concert, parade and
community celebration,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Trusted Insurance Group, Third Place, Best Float

St. Francis Creative Farms, Second Place, Best Float

Rancho Gaviria, Second Place, Best In Show

Crosby Volunteer Fire Department Fire/Water Rescue, Third Place, Best In Show
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ON THE
HILL

Eagles Capture UIL Class 5A Division 1 State
Softball Championship with Perfect Game

Chambers
County GOP
Meeting Will be
Held on June
18th

Save the Date!
The Chambers County

G O P  O r g a n i z a t i o n a l
Meeting will be held on
June 18th.

During this meeting, we
will:

• Swear in the County
Chairman and Precinct
Chairs

• Elect officers
• Fill committees
• Review by-laws
• Conduct other official

business of the party
We currently have three

precinct vacancies to fill
— Precincts 6, 8, and 19.

Please see the map be-
low for locations.

We look forward to see-
ing everyone there and
continuing to build a
strong Republican team
across Chambers Coun-
ty!

MONT BELVIEU - The
journey began in January
with one goal: return to Aus-
tin and finish what was left
unfinished.

On Friday afternoon at
Red and Charline McCombs
Field, the Barbers Hill Eagles
did exactly that.

Fueled by the heartbreak
of last season’s state runner-
up finish and driven by a
year-long determination to
get back to the biggest stage
in Texas high school softball,
Barbers Hill defeated Aledo,
11-0, to claim the UIL Class
5A Division I State Champi-
onship and bring home the
program’s second state title.

Junior ace Macie Bryant
tosses perfect game with 9
strikeouts and sophomore
Maddi Ray ends the five-in-
ning title game in grand fash-
ion, hitting a walk-off grand
slam in the run-rule rout.

The championship victory
was a fitting ending for a
team that never lost sight of
its mission after falling 4-2 to
Melissa in last year’s title
game. From the first day of
practice, the Eagles carried
the disappointment of that

loss as motivation.
Mission accomplished.
Barbers Hill entered the

state tournament as one of
the most complete teams in
Texas, combining dominant
pitching, timely hitting and
championship experience.
The Eagles arrived in Austin
with a 39-5 record and a post-
season run that showcased
their talent and resilience.

Leading the way all sea-
son was Bryant, one of the
nation’s premier pitchers.
The LSU commit and Team
USA U18 standout delivered

another remarkable postsea-
son, piling up strikeouts and
consistently shutting down
opposing offenses. Bryant en-
tered the state championship
with 320 strikeouts on the
season, including 93 during
the playoffs, while posting
five shutouts and a no-hitter
in postseason play.

T h e  E a g l e s ’  o f f e n s e
matched that dominance.
Throughout the playoffs, Bar-
bers Hill displayed the pow-
er that made it one of the
most dangerous lineups in
the state, launching 16 home

runs  over  a  n ine -game
stretch and producing extra-
base hits at a relentless pace.

Standing across from
them was an Aledo team with
a rich championship tradi-
tion. The matchup also car-
ried history. The Eagles
defeated Aledo to win the
2021 state championship,
and four years later the two
programs met again with a
state title on the line.

This time, Barbers Hill
once again emerged on top.

The championship capped
a remarkable season for a

team that embraced high ex-
pectations from the start. The
Eagles advanced to Austin
after sweeping Leander in
the state semifinals and fin-
ished the year by winning 11
of their 12 playoff games.

With the state champion-
ship secured, the Eagles
leave Austin as champions
once again, forever cement-
ing their place in Barbers Hill
softball history and deliver-
ing a title that the communi-
ty will celebrate for years to
come.(Source Barbers Hill
ISD)
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THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

A Mother
who reads

“I had a mother who read to me
Sagas of pirates who scoured

the sea, Cutlasses clenched in
their yellow teeth,

‘Blackbirds’ stowed in the hold
beneath.”

I am “up north,” as people say,
spending time with my parents at
their cabin. My parents are spend-
ing more time in town, especially
in the winter. But now it is spring,
and to hear them tell it, being a
nonagenarian is no reason to stay
away from the place they love
best.

I help out a little with things
that are getting harder for them
to do, but honestly, I don’t do
much more than enjoy their com-
pany and fold into their life for a
few days, talking and running er-
rands and sharing thoughts about
the news of the day and memories
of the past.

And I listen to my mom read-
ing.

My mom has always read
aloud. Reading was a daily habit
for my mother, and she made it
clear from the time I was small
that there was nothing unusual
about reading aloud — a chil-
dren’s story, an editorial or the
Bible. My mom read aloud to us
nearly every day, as I recall.

The stories left an indelible
mark. I remember the sweetness
of Laura Ingalls Wilder describ-
ing Pa playing the fiddle by fire-
l i g h t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e
Wisconsin woods, and I remember
the horror of Hans Christian
Andersen describing the house
where the witch lived at the bot-
tom of the sea, built with the
bones of drowned sailors. My mom
took me to all these places, my sis-
ter and I, and my father was lis-
tening, more often than not.

Perhaps for a while my moth-
er read a little less. I honestly
don’t know if she read aloud as
much when they were busy build-
ing their cabin in the woods. But
not long after, perhaps even be-
fore my father’s eyesight began to
fade, my mother began reading
aloud again every day.

My mother complains, “I read
it, but your father remembers it!”
And it’s true, my dad listens care-
fully and has an excellent memo-
ry.

She reads a daily devotional
aloud. She reads an essay by a na-
ture writer. She reads a chapter
in a book they are working
through. She reads a meme she
thinks is funny. She reads an ar-
ticle from the local paper. She
reads to my dad, and when I visit,
I hear her read.

Yesterday, I went to my moth-
er’s book club. There were nearly
20 women reading the poems of a
local poet. And I realized that my
beliefs about writing and the val-
ue I place on books come almost
entirely from my mom.

She felt that books should be
shared. She let me know that sto-
ries brought people together. She
was honest if she didn’t under-
stand what a writer was trying to
say or if they used a word she
didn’t know. There was no shame
in that. Read the passage aloud.
Talk about it. Look up the word.
How else can you learn? Years
ago, I helped organize a reading
for Mother’s Day. There were
short stories about mothers and
poems about a mother’s love. I
honestly don’t remember what all
we read. But one poem, “The
Reading Mother,” by Strickland
Gillilan, stayed with me. Even
though the poem was old and a lit-
tle sentimental, it stuck in my
mind because it was still so deep-
ly true for me.

“You may have tangible wealth
untold;

Caskets of jewels and coffers
of gold.

Richer than I you can never be
—

I had a Mother who read to
me.”

Till next time,
Carrie

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Opinions expressed here are not necessarily that of
this newspaper or its staff. YOUR OPINION is welcome. Send a letter
for possible publication to Grafikpress Newspapers, 5832 Star Lane,
Houston TX 77057 or an email to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com. Please limit
your words to about 200. Letters will be subject to editing. Thank you.

OPINION
By BILL KING

✯

You may have seen my op-ed in the Houston Chronicle, regarding my
views on Mayor Whitmire’s budget proposal for the upcoming year. Because the
paper has limited space for an op-ed, I wanted to provide my regular readers
with some additional details and context.

My basic takeaway is that it buys us a couple of years to address the City’s
more fundamental financial challenges. It is not a permanent fix.

The City’s finances are wickedly complex and involve several different
funds. Its largest and most pressing challenge for the last two decades has been
the General Fund. The General Fund pays for most of the services the City pro-
vides, such as police, fire, parks, etc. Importantly, it does not fund the water and
sewer system, which in City lingo, is the Combined Utility System (“CUS”). State
law requires that utilities, such as water and sewer, be accounted for and operat-
ed separately. Think of it as a separate entity or subsidiary of the City.

The City entered the current budget cycle, needing a little over $200 million
to balance its General Fund. Its five-year projection shows that number ramp-
ing up to over $500 million by 2030 (see p. 51).

Of course, a structural deficit in the General Fund is nothing new. Since the
City’s ill-fated decision to dramatically increase its pension benefits in the early
2000s, a succession of City Controllers have been warning that the deficits would
ultimately become unsustainable, either requiring massive property tax increas-
es or a reduction in expenditures.

The plan that the Whitmire administration laid out involves three basic
elements. The one that has gotten the most attention, but is by far the least
consequential, is an entry-level garbage fee of $5 per month. The City currently
has only 393,000 garbage customers, so at $60 per year, the fee will only bring in
about $23-24 million. After collection losses and exemptions that Council will
likely add for seniors and potentially others, the real number will probably be
closer to $20 million.

The real General Fund relief comes from transferring all garbage collection
to the CUS and imposing a fee on the CUS for use of the City’s rights-of-
way. Transferring the Solid Waste Department to the CUS will transfer about
$100 million in expenses from the General Fund to the CUS.

State law dictates that a municipality cannot make a “profit” from its utili-
ties to use for other purposes. However, it does allow municipalities to charge a
utility for various items. Specifically, cities are allowed to charge a utility for the
right-of-way it uses to run its lines. Every major city in Texas imposes such a
charge on its water and sewer utility, and other utilities, such as Comcast and
CenterPoint, pay similar fees. They are generally set as a percentage of the utili-
ties’ revenues. Whitmire’s budget proposal calls for a 5% charge, which is toward
the lower end of what other Texas cities charge their utilities (see p. 19). This
will move about $100 million from the CUS to the General Fund.

So, moving the Solid Waste expenses to the CUS and charging it for the rights-
of-way will generate about $200 million in relief for the General Fund. Because
this is a permanent change and not a one-time fix, it reduces the projected Gen-
eral Fund deficit in 2031 to under $200 million.

The principal question that this proposal raises is whether the CUS can af-
ford this $200 million hit. My judgment is that it can in the short- to medium-
term, but whether it can in the longer term is an open question.

There was a time when the CUS was in dire straits. During the early 2000s,
it was technically insolvent as its liabilities exceeded its assets. However, since
then, water and sewer increases under Mayors Parker and Turner in 2010 and
2021, respectively, have dramatically improved the CUS’s finances. From being
insolvent in the early 2000s, it reached a fund balance of $4.4 billion last year,
with almost $2 billion in liquidity. In addition, over the last three years, it has
invested $2.4 billion in capital improvements to the system and reduced its bond
debt by almost $1 billion.

Also, last year the City obtained a $1 billion loan from the Texas Water
Development Board on favorable terms to repair the dilapidated East End
Water Plant. According to my sources, more help from the State may be on the
way. Which, by the way, is one of the reasons that poking the Governor in the eye
over 33 people being turned over to ICE was such a stupid idea.

So, the CUS is flush for now. However, in the longer term, it faces significant
challenges. Our wastewater system leaks like a sieve, which means we regularly
dump untreated sewage into our bayous and streams. The City has been under a
series of consent decrees with the EPA since the 1980s for violating the Clean
Water Act. And, of course, we have all heard reports that the freshwater system
loses billions of gallons each year through leaks. So, there is still a lot of work to
be done. Some estimates put the amount of investment needed in the $14 billion
range.

Although not officially part of this year’s budget, the Whitmire administra-
tion has signaled its intent to begin to increase the garbage fee in 2028 by $5 per
year, eventually raising it to $25 per month. If that were to happen, it would take
about half of the burden off the CUS.

The Whitmire administration is also promising to use the new resources to
improve garbage pickup. You will have to excuse me for being skeptical. I have
heard a similar promise from every mayor in my lifetime. None has succeeded.

This is primarily because the City’s operations do not operate on a viable
economic scale. The City picks up only a relatively small portion of the total
garbage. It does not service apartments or businesses, and about a quarter of
households have already fled the City’s abysmal service in favor of private
haulers. I suspect that many others will follow suit as the fee begins to ramp up.

This leaves the City with a patchwork of fewer than 400,000 customers spread
over 600 square miles. That means routes are impossibly long and inefficient. The
only logical solution is to outsource the entire thing, which I suspect will ulti-
mately be the case. Indeed, the imposition of the garbage fee may accelerate that
day. But if the City insists on continuing to operate a fundamentally inefficient
garbage model, it will ultimately need to ramp up the garbage to keep from im-
pairing the CUS fund.

On balance, I think the proposal is a reasonable stopgap. But make no mis-
take, this is not a permanent solution to the City’s financial woes. And they are
not problems we can tax our way out of. To cover the currently projected General
Fund deficit, not to mention catching up on our woefully antiquated infrastruc-
ture, would require nearly a 60% increase in property taxes over the next five
years. That would violate the city charter and state law and prompt a taxpayer
revolt.

We will eventually have to face some difficult choices. I do not believe that
dramatically increasing property taxes is the answer, and that it would only
serve to drive more Houstonians to the suburbs.

Instead, we need to reconsider giving away half of our sales tax (~$1 billion)
to a transit agency that carries fewer riders than it did in 2004 and giving away
$200 million in our property taxes to TIRZs that mostly lavish projects on wealthy
neighborhoods.

Whitmire should come down hard on overtime. Large recurring overtime is a
management failure. Whitmire should make it clear to the managers of the de-
partments where this has been a problem for years that their jobs are on the line
if it continues.

In fact, we need to completely rethink our models for public safety. For years,
we have just thrown more money at HPD and HFD, with little to show for it. Those
departments are still about the same size today as they were 20 years ago. No
“boots on the ground” have been added. HPD’s clearance rates remain at abysmal
levels. The Ernest & Young efficiency study indicated that HPD and HFD were,
by far, the most top-heavy departments in the City.

These will be the real challenges. Hopefully, the City will use the time this
proposal buys to do the hard, and sometimes unpopular work, to actually ad-
dress the City’s long-term financial viability.

Whitmire’s Budget Proposal
Buys the City Time

Texas Oil Industry at War with Itself
The GOP runoff race for

a seat on the Texas Rail-
road Commission is pitting
o i l  i n d u s t r y  l e a d e r s
against each other. Many
small-scale oil companies
are supporting former Tar-
rant County Republican
Party chair Bo French be-
cause of incumbent Jim
Wright’s efforts to lead re-
forms at the

Commission, the Houston
Chronicle reported.

“I can’t support Jim
Wright ,  because  J im
Wright makes rules that
are silly for lots and lots
and lots of operators,” said
Lance Thomas, manager of
Albany-based Stasney
Well Service. His company
is suing the Railroad Com-
mission over new rules
about how oil operators
manage onsite waste pits.

A political action com-
mittee associated with oil
billionaire Tim Dunn, a
conservative megadonor,
has contributed at least
$350,000 to French’s cam-
paign. On the flip side,
Chevron, Exxon Mobil,
and other major oil compa-
nies have contributed to
PACs backing Wright.

French has drawn con-
troversy for public com-
ments he has made about
Muslims and DEI.

PAXTON STEPS UP
INVESTIGATIONS AS
RUNOFF NEARS

Attorney General Ken
Paxton has steadily in-
creased his lawsuits, in-
vestigations, and public
threats around many of
the conservative causes
t h a t  e n e r g i z e
Republicans, The Dallas
Morning News reported.
More than 100 news re-
leases announcing such
actions have been issued
since early January.

Critics say he is using
the attorney general’s of-
fice for political gain rath-
er  than enforcement .
Supporters say Paxton is
pursuing the issues Texas
conservatives elected him
to champion.

“He’s been suing the
pants off people. I like
that,” said Laura Oakley,
president of the Grapevine
Republican Club.

The topics since the
March primary included
immigration, Islam, Chi-
na, visa fraud, election

maps, birthright citizen-
ship and foreign influence,
according to The News re-
port. A spokesman for Pax-
ton’s campaign called the
review of Paxton’s investi-
gations “garbage” and not
“worth printing.”

LOTTERY COMMISSION,
EX-DIRECTOR FACE
CRIMINAL CHARGES

Former Texas lottery di-
rector Gary Grief and the
Texas Lottery Commission
have been charged with
misusing their positions in
a 2023 Lotto Texas draw-
ing worth $95 million,
the Austin American-
Statesman reported. The
criminal charges assert the
agency helped internation-
al gamblers engineer a
guaranteed win.

Agency officials helped
professional bettors pur-
chase nearly every possible
six-number combination —
more than 25 million tick-
ets — assuring they would
win the $95 million jack-
pot, according to the charg-
e s .  H o w e v e r , G r i e f ’ s
attorney issued a state-
ment saying,  in part,
“When all facts are re-
vealed in court, the public
will see that Gary’s lead-
ership at the Lottery Com-
mission generated millions
of dollars for Texas schools
and veterans and there
was no crime.”

Grief and the commis-
sion are charged with
abuse of official capacity, a
broadly worded offense al-
leging “intent to harm or
defraud another” by misus-
ing “government property,
services, personnel or any
other thing of value be-
l o n g i n g  t o  t h e
government,” the States-
man reported.

TEXAS’ MIGRANT
DEPORTATION LAW LIKELY
TO BE BLOCKED

A new law allowing
state officials to arrest and
deport undocumented im-
migrants took effect last
week, but it appears likely
a federal judge will soon
move to block it, according
to the Houston Chronicle.
U.S. District Judge David
A. Ezra has previously
called the law “patently
unconstitutional,” but de-
layed making a ruling.

Senate Bill 4 has been
stymied since its passage
by legal challenges argu-
ing that immigration en-
forcement is under the
purview of the federal gov-
ernment, not state govern-
ments.

“Gov. Abbott is the sov-
ereign governor of the
state of Texas. He is not
the president of the Unit-
ed States,” Ezra said. “DPS
o f f i c e r s  a r e  n o t  I C E
agents.”

The GOP majority in
the Texas Legislature
passed the law during an
immigration surge during
the Biden administration.
That surge has since reced-
ed, and few GOP lawmak-
ers have been pushing for
the law to be implement-
ed, according to the Chron-
icle.

GRIMES COUNTY
RESIDENTS QUESTION
PROPOSED CHIP FACILITY

Elon Musk’s bid to build
what he calls the world’s
largest computer chip
manufacturing facility in
Grimes County, southeast
of College Station, is draw-
ing opposition from some
residents, according to
the San Antonio Express-
News. Musk is seeking tax
breaks to build the facili-
ty, dubbed Terafab.

Supporters say the ini-
tial $55 billion investment
would later double in sub-
sequent phases, which is
too good to pass up. Oppo-
nents question the track
record of Musk’s business-
es, such as SpaceX, and
whether the huge compa-
ny needs tax breaks.

“I believe it would be
immoral to give this com-
pany tax abatement when
we have serious concerns
about health issues and
safety issues,” county res-
ident Jacqueline Ross told
Grimes County commis-
sioners.

SpaceX was fined near-
ly $150,000 in 2024 for
breaking clean water laws
after a fuel spill at its
South Texas launch site. It
also was cited for illegally
discharging wastewater
into wetlands near its Boca
Chica facilities.

The company is seeking
a $1.75 trillion valuation
when it goes public in a few
months, prompting some
residents to question why
it needs a tax break.

Gary Borders is a veter-
an award-winning Texas
journalist. He published a
number of community
newspapers in Texas dur-
ing a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches,
Lufkin and Cedar Park.
Email:
gborders@texaspress.com.
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Stratford Library and community partners deliver full
summer of educational entretainment,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

cational and entertaining
performances at the San
Jacinto Community Cen-
ter and Stratford Branch
Library. Highlights in-
clude a theatrical presen-
tation of “The Ballerina
with the Webbed Feet” by
Books Alive, a high-ener-
gy science show from Mad
Science, and “Reading is
Magic” with magician
Magic Lanny.

A n i m a l  l o v e r s  a n d
young scientists can also
look forward to live wild-
life presentations from
Creature Teacher and Tex-
as Snakes & More, along
with an owl pellet dissec-
tion program presented by
Sheldon State Park. Addi-
tional hands-on experienc-
es include the Domino’s
Dough Show, where chil-
dren can learn pizza-toss-
i n g  s k i l l s ,  a n d  a
prehistoric-themed pre-

sentation from the Hous-
ton Museum of Natural
Science exploring a poten-
tial battle between Megal-
odon and Tyrannosaurus
Rex.

The summer series con-
cludes July 30 with an in-
teractive reptile adventure
at Stratford Branch Li-
brary.

The Harris County Pub-
lic Library holds the Sum-
mer Reading Program
each year designed to keep
children engaged in read-
ing and learning during
t h e  s u m m e r  m o n t h s
through fun, family-friend-
ly experiences that com-
bine literacy, science,
music, theater, and hands-
on discovery.  Readers of
all ages are encouraged to
s i g n  u p  a t
hcpl.beanstack.org to be-
gin logging your activities
or reading minutes.  There

are many prizes to earn at
each level of the chal-
lenge!  Even a green “din-
oduck!”

A special thanks to Pre-
cinct 3 and the San Jacin-
to Community Center for
generously allowing the li-
brary to host many of the
summer programs in their
facility and helping make
these community events
possible.

Most programs begin at
2 p.m., with select events
scheduled at 10 a.m. Com-
munity members are en-
couraged to attend and
participate in the free sum-
mer activities. Please see
our social media sites
@stratfordbranchlibrary
for Facebook and @high-
landsstratfordlibrary on
Instagram for exact dates
or call the Stratford Li-
brary at 832-927-5400.

Here’s the text version

of the events:
Twirl into a World of

Imagination with Books
Alive!

Thursday, June 4, 2026
— 10:00 AM

Stratford Branch Li-
brary

509 Stratford St. ,
Highlands, TX 77562

Get Ready to Blast Off
with Mad Science: “Up,
Up, and Away!”

Thursday,  June 11,
2026 — 2:00 PM

San Jacinto Communi-
ty Center

604 Highland Woods
Dr . ,  Highlands ,  TX
77562

Discover the Magic of
R e a d i n g  w i t h  M a g i c
Lanny!Thursday, June 18,
2026 — 2:00 PM

San Jacinto Communi-
ty Center

604 Highland Woods
Dr . ,  Highlands ,  TX

77562
Get Wild with Creature

Teacher
Thursday,  June 25,

2026 — 2:00 PM
San Jacinto Communi-

ty Center
604 Highland Woods

Dr . ,  Highlands ,  TX
77562

Turn Up the Music with
Andyroo and the Andy-
rooniverse!

Thursday, July 2, 2026
— 2:00 PM

Stratford Branch Li-
brary

509 Stratford St. ,
Highlands, TX 77562

Stretch, Spin, and Toss
into Fun with the Domi-
no’s Dough Show!

Thursday, July 9, 2026
— 2:00 PM

Stratford Branch Li-
brary

509 Stratford St. ,
Highlands, TX 77562

Meg vs. T. rex: The Ul-
timate Prehistoric Show-
down!

Thursday, July 16, 2026
— 2:00 PM

Stratford Branch Li-
brary

509 Stratford St. ,
Highlands, TX 77562

Owl Pellet Dissection:
Nature’s Mystery Uncov-
ered with Sheldon State
Park!

Thursday, July 23, 2026
— 2:00 PM

Stratford Branch Li-
brary

509 Stratford St. ,
Highlands, TX 77562

Texas Snakes & More: A
Wild, Hands-On Reptile
Adventure!

Thursday, July 30, 2026
— 2:00 PM

Stratford Branch Li-
brary

509 Stratford St. , High-
lands, TX 77562

AJ ASTROS SWAG WINNER ASTROS SWAG WINNERS ORBIT TALKS ABOUT READING ORBIT AUDIENCE AT SAN JACINTO COMMUNITY CENTER

AUSTIN – The Texas
Department of Public Safe-
ty (DPS) announces chang-
e s  t o  t h e  s t a t e ’ s
commercial driver license
(CDL) testing process. Ef-
fective today, all Texas
CDL and commercial
learner permit (CLP)
knowledge examina-
tions will be adminis-
tered in English only.

This change aligns Tex-
as’ testing procedures with
the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration’s
(FMCSA) English lan-
guage proficiency require-
ments and will help ensure
that all newly licensed
commercial drivers have
the communication skills
necessary to operate these
vehicles safely on Texas
roads. Previously, CDL

DPS Announces Changes
to CDL Knowledge Testing

knowledge tests were of-
fered in both English and
Spanish. The hands-on
CDL skills test, which in-
cludes pre-trip inspection,
basic control skills and the
road test, has always been
conducted in English only.

Applicants sched-
u l e d  f o r  C D L / C L P
knowledge testing on or
after  June 1 ,  2026 ,
should be prepared to
complete all written
and automated knowl-
edge exams in English.
Interpreters for these ex-
ams are prohibited. Updat-
ed study materials for
these exams, as well as the
Texas Commercial Motor
Vehicle Driver’s Hand-
book, are available to ap-
plicants free of charge on
the DPS website.

DPS personnel on Tex-
as roads, along with other
certified commercial vehi-
cle inspectors, will contin-
ue to conduct English
language proficiency eval-
uations during routine
traffic stops and at weigh
stations. These evalua-
tions are a critical measure
to ensure drivers possess
the necessary communica-
tion skills for on-road safe-
ty and compliance with
federal regulations, and
any commercial vehicle
driver who does not meet
the proficiency standard
will be placed out of ser-
vice.

All these actions, and
others like them, are part
of the department’s contin-
ued efforts to make roads
safer across the state and
nation.
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Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED

A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

ROOM FOR RENTROOM FOR RENT

Furnished Room for Rent - Seniors 50+

$700/month (incl. gas/water/elec)

Deposit: $700

Crosby (Newport Pointe)

Serious Inquiries only:

barbhankins2025@gmail.com

Ready for Move in.

17-3T

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

20-2T

their families and loved
ones in our thoughts and
prayers on behalf of every-
one at Sterling-White.”

The ceremony’s fea-
tured speaker, Cadet Ma-
jor Khailyn Hellweg, a
recent graduate of Crosby
High School who is pre-
paring to enter the U.S.
Marines, spoke of the per-
sonal meaning of service
and sacrifice.

“Memorial Day is one of
the most important days
our nation observes be-
cause it reminds us that
freedom is never free,”
Hellweg said. “It is a day
to remember the brave
men and women who gave
their lives so that future
generations could live
with the freedoms and op-
portunities we have to-
day.”

Hellweg said she has
been inspired by veterans,
active-duty service mem-
bers and members of her
own family, calling ser-
vice “more than just wear-
ing a uniform — it’s about
protecting others and
standing for something
greater than yourself.”

She also reflected on
the rows of flags placed
throughout the cemetery.

“Those flags are more
than decorations,” Hell-
weg said. “They are sym-
bols of remembrance,
gratitude, and respect.
Each one represents a life
given in service to this

Veterans, scouts and community members gather to
honor those who made the ultimate sacrifice,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

country — a person who
had  dreams,  fami ly ,
friends and a future, but
chose to sacrifice every-
thing for their country.”

The ceremony also in-
cluded a prayer from Rev.
Keenan Smith of Crosby
Church, who reminded at-
tendees of the cost of the
freedoms Americans often
take for granted.

“Gathered on this hal-
lowed ground, we stand
here today with the free-
dom to worship, the free-
dom to pray, the freedom
to gather,” Smith said.
“Today we honor those
who gave their lives and
remember the sacrifices
that have been made.”

He added, “May we
walk in humility, stand in
courage, and live worthy
of the freedoms that have
been purchased with a
high price.”

Boy Scout Troop 264,
Troop 1264 and Pack 264,
under the direction of
Mark Owen and Walter
Mosley, also participated
in the program, helping
underscore the ceremo-
ny’s message of remem-
b r a n c e  a c r o s s
generations.

From the ringing of the
bell to the final notes of
Taps, the Memorial Day
ceremony at Sterling-
White offered a powerful
reminder that the nation’s
fallen are not forgotten.

Each year, the Wall of Honor at Sterling-White Cemetery in Highlands
receives two beautiful floral sprays placed by the Daughters of the American
Revolution Old 300th Chapter and the Crosby High School Junior ROTC under
the direction of LTC Toimu Reeves.

Cadet Major Khailyn Hellweg from the Crosby High School Jr. ROTC program
was the speaker at the program. Hellweg ships out to basic training in
August to the U.S. Marines.

The bell from the Crosby American Legion Hall was rung at the reading of each of the names
of veterans who died this year and were buried in the Sterling-White cemetery.

Veteran Don Guillory read the dozens of names of veterans
who died this past year and were buried in the Sterling-
White cemetery.
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Jennifer Lopez & Brett Goldstein star in “Forbidden Fruits.”

“Forbidden Fruits”
Brooke Burns in “Roux the Day: A Gourmet Detective
Mystery

“The Roses” (R) —
This black-comedy film,
led by Oscar winner Oliv-
ia Colman (“The Favou-
rite”) and Oscar nominee
Benedict Cumberbatch
( “ T h e  P h o e n i c i a n
Scheme”), is a reimagining
of the 1989 film called
“The War of the Roses.”
The original film starred
Michael Douglas, Danny
DeVito  and Kathleen
Turner and was directed
by DeVito; but the remake
went under the radar dur-
ing its theatrical release
this past August. Colman
and Cumberbatch, respec-
tively, play Ivy and Theo
Rose, an ambitious mar-
ried couple whose mar-
riage begins to collapse
after Theo loses his job.
Tension and resentment
between the spouses build
due to their different
parent ing  sty les  and
Theo’s jealousy of Ivy’s
success, leaving viewers
watching between their
fingers as the Roses duke

it out in their own person-
al war. Out now. (Hulu)

“Off Campus” (TV-
MA) — This romantic-dra-
ma series, based on Elle
Kennedy’s books, pre-
miered in May and has al-
ready generated a huge
fan following online. Ella
Bright, who once played a
young Kate Middleton in
“The Crown,” portrays
music student Hannah at
the fictional Briar Univer-
sity. When hockey team
captain Garrett (Belmont
Cameli) needs help study-
ing, Hannah volunteers to
help him under the guise
that he pretends to be her
fake boyfriend so she can
impress the guy she truly
likes. (Ah, young love!) Of
course, anyone who’s seen
anything with a similar
plot knows where this is
g o i n g .  S t e v e  H o w e y
(“Shameless”) and Antonio
C i p r i a n o  ( “ T h e  A l t o
Knights”) co-star in the se-
ries, and all eight episodes
are out now with a second

season already in the
works! (Amazon Prime
Video)

“Margo’s Got Money
Troubles” (TV-MA) —
This comedy-drama series
has quite the cast to carry
its interesting plot off the
ground: Elle Fanning (“A
Complete  Unknown”)
leads the series with Nick
Offerman (“Parks and Rec-
reation”), Michelle Pfeiffer
(“The Madison”) ,  and
Nicole Kidman (“Scarpet-
ta”) rounding out the rest
of the main cast. Fanning
plays the titular character
— 20-year-old Margo — an
aspiring writer and new
mom who turns to Only-
Fans for financial support
after the birth of her baby.
Although some people
don ’ t  approve  o f  her
stream of income, Margo is
successful and suspends
al l  log ic  o f  what  she
“should be” doing in life so
that she can figure out
who she really is inside.
All eight episodes are out
now to stream. (Apple
TV+)

“Office Romance” (R)
— This sexy rom-com hit-
ting Netflix on June 5
stars Jennifer Lopez (“Kiss
of the Spider-Woman”)
a n d  B r e t t  G o l d s t e i n
(“Shrinking”), who also co-
wrote the screenplay. Lo-
pez plays Jackie Cruz,
president and CEO of the
airline Air Cruz, and she’s
a no-nonsense type of ex-
ecutive with most of her
employees fearing her, a la
Miranda Priestly. When
new lawyer Daniel (Gold-
stein) starts working at
the company, his warm,
kind energy pierces the
chilly ice queen in an im-
pactful way. Because of
this new relationship with
Daniel, Jackie’s finally
able to turn over a new leaf
in life and learn that
there’s more to it than
work and financial suc-
cess. (Netflix)

(c) 2026 King Features
Synd., Inc.

Q:What ever happened to actress
Brooke Burns? I saw her hosting a game
show recently, but I don’t know if it’s a
new or old show. — M.G.

A: Actress Brooke Burns went from
“Baywatch” and “North Shore” to starring
in a series of Hallmark Movies & Myster-
ies Originals, like “Gourmet Detective”
and its sequels. The last of these TV films
was in 2020, and she has since transi-
tioned to a very successful career as a
game-show host. You can find her hosting
episodes of “Master Minds” and “Tic-Tac-
Dough” on the GSN (Game Show Network)
channel.

***
Q:Is it true that there’s going to be

a “Real Housewives of Austin” on Bra-
vo? What ever happened to the one
in Dallas? — K.L.

A: Most “Real Housewives” franchises
have been successful. For example, “Or-
ange County” will be celebrating its 20th
season on the Bravo network this year.
Others just never really caught on like
“Dubai,” which was canceled after two sea-
sons, and “Dallas,” which was placed on
“indefinite hiatus” in 2021 after five sea-
sons.

There have been rumblings of a possi-
ble franchise based in Austin, Texas, but
nothing has officially been announced.
Ronnie Karam, co-host of the podcast
“Watch What Crappens” and resident of
Austin, was asked about it at this year’s
iHeart Podcast Awards. He believes that
the show would excel if they simply cast
housewives who’ve recently relocated from
California with old-school Austinites and
“just watch the sparks fly.”

Someone’s ears must have been burn-
ing because Bravo recently announced an
upcoming reality show titled “Secrets,
Lies, Texas Wives,” which will be set in
the Texas Hill Country town of Boerne and
follow its wealthy inhabitants. However,
a big chunk of the population is opposed
to seeing their town being given the Bra-
vo treatment. In fact, there’s already a
petition on Change.org from those who
fear that it’ll harm the small town’s repu-
tation.

As for “Dallas,” I don’t see it returning.
Bravo has a new hit on its hands with

“Rhode Island” and is also redeveloping
its “New York” franchise again.

***
Q: Is the “Yellowstone” spin-off

“Marshals” coming back for a second
season, or has it been canceled? I
didn’t hear much talk about it when
it was on. — B.E.

A:Yes, despite season one ending in a
cliffhanger for several of its characters,
“Marshals” will be back on CBS this fall
on Sundays at 8 p.m. ET. Its series pre-
miere this past March was “the most-
watched CBS original series debut
without a football lead-in since ‘Young
Sheldon’ premiered in 2017,” according
to CBS Entertainment.

I’m not sure why you didn’t hear much
buzz about the series throughout the sea-
son, but it finished just as strongly as its
debut in terms of ratings. While it’s cer-
tainly not Emmy-worthy, “Marshals” has
performed quite well for CBS and doesn’t
appear to be in danger of a cancellation.

S e n d  m e  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  a t
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.com.

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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